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EDITORIAL
THE LABOUR PARTY AND TH}: TRADE

UNIONS MUST EXTEND THE
MOBILISATIONS AGAINST NUCLEAR

"WEAPONS WITH THE PROGRAMME OF
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS

The initiatives taken by the Soviet Union to discuss the reduction in
nuclear arms have proveked increasing disorder within the camps of
imperialism, simply because it is clear that the sources of the unwillingnes
to negotiate over ams reductions does not come from the Soviet Union but
from the aggressive military plans of Yankee imperialism. The latter
accepts the conception of the first strike, and it is also clear and has
been denounced as such by Generals formerly of the NATO High Com

mand that the so~called massive build up by the Soviet Union is a complete
fabrication. Thatcher's reply to Andropov’s proposals was to say that the
only thing imperialism would accept was the zero option — the nuclear
disarming of the Soviet Union. Imperialism shows itself to be totally inept
even on the diplomatic plane. But this is inevitable, because its inten-
tions are dishonest and predatory, and the top layers of imperialism are
geared to war and the attempted destruction of the Soviet Union.

But the pepsistency of the Soviet initiatives is part of the historic
domination of the Workers States in this stage of history. Historically.
despite its massive spending on arms and chronic aggression, as seen in
the Malvinas episode and the massacres in Guatemala capitalism is now
socially and politically on the defenswe, and what is pamcu!arly striking |
is that is own class forces begin to disintegrate. In the United States,.
the Catholic hierarchy is  coming out against the nuclear politics
of Yankee imperialism and within Britain, whose government leans for
~support on American imperialism, sectors such as Healey, the Liberals,
and Jenkins do not accept the Thatcher~Reagan positions on the talks,
and take the position that the Soviet proposals have to be discussed.
Sectors of capitalism, represented by Powell, show no confidence in the
British "deterrant’ and Pym ~ in the heart of the Thatcher government ~ is
not of her opinion and favours discussion. In a previous epoch, when
capitalism as a world system was stronger, Hitler, for example, was able
to make all sectors of capitalism submit to centralisation because, at that
time the Soviet Workers State was very isolated, and there was apparently
a reasonab!e perspective for German capitalism to make a path for itself.
That - failed, and now large sectors of capitalism within all the capi-
falist states feel overcome with paralysis and want to continue fo pmlon;
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One of ‘the most profound ex—
pressions of the world crisis of the

capitalist system is the situation
in capitalist Germany. The fall of
Schmidt represents no change

‘basically in the policy of German
‘capitalism. 1t is not a defeat of the
workers' movement and it is not a

turn towards the nght.; Schmidt

Jrather than fotlo e central “sectors into atomic
disaster. Large sectors in Amencan capitalism are obviously scared of
the missile plans of Reagan and European capltahsm feels that American

Part of the massive demonstration of women
at Greenham Common against Cruise missiles.

<apitalism is not only concerned to bomb the Soviets, but liquidate Euro-
capitalism as well. - Imperialism canhot convince !arge sectors within
itself that anti-Sovietism is a perspective. German capitalism, for example,
lasks to the Soviet Union for extensive trade given immense impulse by the
economic crisis of the whole system.

It is necessary to expect more audacious intervention from the Soviet
leadership and we salute, in this respect, the most important recent ‘appeal’
of Cde Andropov directly to the masses of the United States encouraging
their resistance to the plans of their demented government like the idiot
Weinberger who hopes to obtain nuclear superiority overthe Soviet Union,~
a- counter-sevolutionary dream world with ne perspectwe of success.

Capitalism even now ~ such is the paucity of its ideas ~ is trying to
msttfy its anti~Polish Workers State policy by emphasising the difficulties

Turn to page 4

represented  another tendency of
capitalism, not the necessary pro—
gramme for the grogress';;of Germany.

~“Germany is a country fundamental
for - the camtahst system, because

of its economic capacity, but it
cannot determine the world process.
German capitalism, in order to sur-
vive, has to continue the policy of
Schmidt; that is to say, one of
agreement with the Workers States
and resistance to Yankee imperia—
lism. Germany cannot free itself
from its economic relation with the
Workers states in order to survive.
At the same time, being a country
that is occupied militarily by the
Yanks, it depends on this relation
as a capitalism regime, but it hasto
confront the contradiction that it is
the Yanks themselves who are their
principle competitors. As a con-
sequence the policy of Kohl cannot
change in an important form. All
his declarations and first actions
confirm this and show the weakness
of the capifalist system in the
world,

Koh! travelled to Paris to re-
affirm the agreement with France
with. Witterand, which is totally
against the Yanks. Alse he re~
affirmed that he was going to fulfil
the agreement with the Soviets for
the gas pipeline. He made declara-
tions of friendship towards the Ger-
man Workers State, which more than
hypocrisy shows that the new gov-
eriment cannot change the world.
That is to say that the relation of
world forces does not depend on the
capitalist countries but it is the
Workers States which determine 2
situation to which capitalism has to

adapt :tself. This is the expenence
already 'made by Britain with
Thatcher as  Cde Posadas
analysed — who, on entering govern—
ment, threatened fire and destruction
against the Workers States and end—
ed by having o join the opposition

to the plans of Reagan who wanted

to limit the economic relations of

capitaiist Europe with the Workers

States. ~

In an article written in August
1979 Cde Posadas showed the
nature of the crisis of German cap-
italism, foreseeing that even with
a Strauss government this could not
make a policy opposed to that of
Schmidt: ‘Both Schmidt and Christian
Democracy are in agreement in not
accepting from the Yanks more mili~
tary expenditures. They feel that if
they spend on arms they have to
increase prices without lowering
wages; in increasing prices the
leve!l of competition is worsened for
them, competition becomes more
difficult, and the reaction of the
masses more pronounced.  Both
Schmidt and Strauss see that the
situation is like this. They havean
interest, as much as a bourgesis
class within Germany as in the field
of world compefition’ (Strauss and
the nature of the crisis of capitalism
in Germany, 19.8.79, J. Posadas).

But when the process goes as
far as the present change of govern—
ment and in the form in which it
has done, it shows the intensifica~
tion to the crisis which is expressed
in this way. The split by Genscher
indicates the disintegration of the
internal relations in German capi-
talism, - the product of its general
crisis. Hence the instruments with
which- capitalism relied previously
to impose the policy which was most
convenient to it, "like the Social
Democracy, cannot now fulfil this
function in the ‘same form. Schmidt
fell because he could not impose on
the Social Democracy the pro—-
gramme which capitalism needed:

. services etc,

_party.
- made the most categorical declara~
fions against the prog dimme of the

that is to say, to retreat on the
conquests of the masses, to reduce
wages to the unemployed, medical
-This is the pro-
gramme of Lambedorf and the Social
Democracy would not accept this.
It was not Schmidt who rejected it,

but he could not impose it on fus
_Hence it was. . Brandt who

Liberal Minister, and did it as the
representative -of the base of his
party and also representing the will
of the workers’ movement, -

The workers’ vanguard does not
have the instruments to intervene in
Germany because there is an appa-
ratus which dominates the trade
union “and - political movement, but
in the present conditions this struc—
ture has to advance, giving way to
the will of the workers. Brandt in

-part takes this process and tnes fo

put it forward.

In Germany & process fo'the Left
is developing which is expressed in
the ecologists in the peace move-
ment, and it has also reached the
trade unions. These have to in—
crease their opposition to capitalist
policy.. This process makes a
pressure on the Social Democracy
and was the force which prevented
Schmidt going further. The interest
of the German bourgeoisie was that
the function of administering the
crisis of German capitalism would be
fulfilled by the Social Democracy.
Hence it is a defeat for capitalism
in not having attained its objective
that Schmidt would put into practice
the programme proposed by the
Liberal Minister.

There is no progress within the
capitalist system within Germany.
The rapidity with which the con-
ditions of life deteriorate within
the country are a confirmation of
this. At the same time, the German
masses mature with the world pro-
cess and elevate their social and

Tum to pege’ ) Qr—
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RESOLUTION ON THE SITUATION
IN GERMANY

political understanding. The re-
sistance already recognised by the
German press itself to the Yankee
presence in Germany forms part of
this. The population sees that it is
a Yankee imperialism which im-
poses on Germany the costs, the
conditions of preparation of wars
against the Workers States which the
masses are against. The masses
are influenced by the social, poli~
tical, cultural and scientific pro-
gress of the Workers States, of the
USSR, and this gives them security
to oppose German capitalism and its
own leaderships. The peace demon-
strations in Germany were against
NATO, not against the USSR; and
extensive sectors of the population
(including part of the base of the
CDU) participated in them. On the
other hand, the constant progress of
the ecologist voles expresses the
will to intervene of a sector of the
youth which before would have
sought to intervene through the
Socialist Youth (JUSOS) and was
always repressed by the apparatus.
But the force which won was not
the apparatus, and it is through it
that .Brandt makes declarations of
an opening fo a quite extensive
Left.

The declarations of Brandt
which go in the direction of an
agreement with the ecologists and
with the peace movement (against
the installation of Yankee missiles)
were one of the signals for the
manoeuvre of Genscher, who came
out to stop this process. But the
crisis'of capitalism means that they
had to do it in the worst political
form for them. The fall of Schmidt

“in the form that it occurred cores—
ponds to a coup d’etat. The party of

Genscher was itself opposed to the
change and he was against the parly
but this parly anyway does not re-
present more than 3% of the voles
yet determines a change of govern—
ment without elections.

. This is a coup d’etat indepen~
dently of whether it may be legal
and  in front of -  the population
was a source of a very great loss of
authority including in front of the
prosperous middle class base of the
CDU. Al saw that the party ‘of
Genscher would possibly not have
representatives in Parliament in the
next elections, or if they made
elections now. For this reason they
were hasly in the manceuvre. This
is-going to have much influence in
the base of the CDU because it is
going to see that they are not gojng
fo.  government to. resolve any
problem because the crisis is. one
of the capitalist system and it is
-not a question of the government.

It is for this reason that there is
no-possibility of making any tum to
the Right in the country,or that the
Koh! government can impose impor-
tant measures of retreat on demo-
craric rights. Kohl, Strauss and the
big German bourgeoisie dream of a
new Hitler, with a fascist regime.
“» This is true, and they have sinister
" intentions, but what they can do is
another matter. Not only do the con-
ditions of Germany not allow this
but, above all, what is happening
in the world. All the

world process clashes with any
fascist plan; it is enough to see
Spain and the repeated failures at
a coup or the end to which the
dictatorships in Latin America have
come. Hence an imporiant sector of
the big German bourgeoisie is op-
posed to such plans and feels more
secure with a Social Demorrat pol-
icy, including one more to the Left
because it sees no other perspeci-
tive, not that it may be the les ser
evil. It is the only form of surviving
in this stage of the crisis of capi-
talism. This is the experience of
Britain where Thatcher has resolved
nothing, increased the probfems,
and now in the Labour Party there
is a Left leadership: of the English
type but of the Left.

This does not mean that the
programme of Koh! is not going to
go against the masses. The objec-
tive of German capitalism is to pass
measures of resiriction of demo-
cratic rights and .on.the economic
terrain to reduce the standard of
living of the population to maintain
profits and the ability to compete as
it had begun to do with Schmidt but
could not continue. The Kohl
government is going to take mea-
sures against the foreign workers,
is going to seek to unload on these
the most important consequences of
the crisis. That is to say, they are

measures that any government which
maintains itself within the capitalist
system has to take, because they
answer to the need of the capitalist
system as ‘a systém. For this
reason there is such a crisis in the
Social Democracy throughout Europe
because this programme clashes

with the petit bourgescis base and
with - the workers’ - aristocracy

itself.

The loss of votes of the Social
Democracy in the previous elections
was the result of this process. It
was the demonstration of the re-
jection of the capitalist policy of
the Schmidt government and of his
submission to imperialism. Hence
in all the regional elections pre~
vious to that of Hessen, the SDP
lost votes and the ecologists in-
creased, and there were also ab-
stentions. The maturity of the
population was shown in the fact
that when the regional election
acquired a superior political char-
acter because now the political
manoeuvre of Genscher was in
motion, votes were concentrated in
the SDP but accompanied also by
the increase in the Greens who
tripled their votes, whilst the CDU
lost votes and the Liberals prac-
tically disappeared. That is to say,
this was a clear declaration against
the Right and for the Left by the
masses.

In Bavaria this conduct was re~
peated, which was not as the lying
bourgeois press says a triumph of
Strauss. On the contrary, Strauss
lost one per cent, which in the
present conditions was a political
defeat, the SDP increased and the
Greens doubled their votes, and the
Liberals again practically dis-
appeared, It was not a regional
election, but clear declarations
against the coup d'etat of the CDU
and of Genscher.

The attitude of German capitalism
in throwing out Schmidt without
calling elections and having the
demonstration that the population
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even being critical of the gov—
ernment, were against the change of
the CDU, shows the dictatorial form
with which they have to decide and
work in this stage. Capitalism is
proceeding in a process in the world

which it does not contro! nor underi
stand, and sees -its end. It has to
prepare the war against the Workers
States, but they have to compete
among themselves to survive while
the opposition against its plans
advances within their own ranks.
They see that the Workers States are
elevating their relations and their
authority in the world. The process
in Poland, even with the difficulties
of the lack of a Party, go towards
forms superior as a Workers State’
and hence the Church does not seek
to question the system of the Wor—
kers State. The lying hysteria of
the capitalist press is precisely g

hide this process, which is a crisis
but one of the superseding of pre~
vious errors and of progress which
is elevating the functioning of the
Workers  State.

But, in the capitalist countries,
the crises develop through the dis—
integration of the capitalist appara~
tuses and against the principles of
power and -of the capitalist regime
against private properly. In the

Workers States the crises are going

to develop and impose Socialist
principles, 'or towards Socialism,
which in not being applied in the
Stalinist stage created deformations
which ioday are being overcome.

In capitalist Europe new condi-
tions exist for which capitalism has
no policy.  Hence such abrupt
actions as in Germany. In France
there is a government with a foot
outside capitalism, although it does
not use it much. There is Greece
and a Socialist government which
has a programme which goes towards
a Revolutionary State; in Sweden
Social Democracy is going to gov-
ernment with .2 much more Left
programme. In Spain, whatever may
be the result of the elections, the
dominion of the bourgeoisie is brea—
king and, however limited the pro-
gramme of the Spanish Socialist
Party, it is going to have to lake a
measure of a certain progress, and
hence it has to confront the capita~
list system. The single fact that
this is against NATO, although it
may not be animated to come out
immediately once they go to govern—
ment, limits the capacity of the
manoeuvres of imperialism. To the
situation in Europe it is necessary
to- add the catastrophic political
and social consequences for imper—
ialism of the events of the Middle
East. In Latin America the nation-
alist revolutionary process s
elevating, in the measures of the
Mexican government as in the pro—
cess opened in Belivia and the
continuity of the revolutionary
struggle in El Salvador, Al this
expresses in a profound form the
world process of the Permament
Revolution.

The world is seeking an order to
progress through the anti~capitalist
struggle but, above all, through the
events in development in the Wor-
kers States. Hence the coming to-
gether of the Soviet Union and
China is the principle fattor for the
impulse in the development of social

‘ and political progress - because it

shows that for the Workers States
co-ordination is a necessity which
arises from the regime itself, while
in the capitalist system all sorts of
contradictions develop. At the same
time the world sees that it was the
Chinese who have had to change,
not the Soviets: that is to say that
the leadership of a Workers State
like China cannot maintain a policy
of alliance with the capitalist sys~
tem indefinitely. Either the leader-
ship changes or the Workers State
retreats, but the conditions of this
stage of history in not allowing
retreat in structure already atiained
like China, lead to the leaderships
adapting to the structure. This is
the reason for the change of the
Chinese.

It is this relation of forces which
exist in the world which means that
the killings and massacres which the
capitalist system makes in Lebanon
via Israel, in Angola, Mozambique
and Namibia via South Africa,
Guatemala or El Salvador via the
Yanks directly or indirectly, do not
provoke desperation in humanity but
a reaction of combat, of people who
have the certainty that the assassin
has only numbered days. That is to
say, now humanity works with the
understanding of the transitoriness
of the capitalist system, sees that
its “killings are part of its final
agony.
of Israel in Lebanon was trans-
formed into a profound social and
political defeat, but not of Israel as
a country but as a base of imperia—
lism and the capitalist system.

This world process is present in
Germany, in the maturing of the
masses. Hence it is not the lack of
the workers’ party or the trade union

.apparatus which determines = the

behaviour of the population and of
the working class, but the world
process which makes it advance.
The German population is conscious
that the true face of Germany is that
of the elections in Hesse and Bav~
aria and it cannot be expressed
more clearly because anyway the
elections are not an index of the
will of the country. That is seen

-in the many demonstrations against

the installation of the Yankee mis-
siles in Germany, like that of the
half a million in Bonn. 1t is for
this reason that the coup d'etat
given by Genscher and the CDU is
not going to give more stability to
the power of capitalism in Germany
but is going to intensify its
contradictions.

The behaviour of Genscher shows

at once how the representatives of
capitalism work.  They put their

class interests above any other
consideration in a moment of crisis,
including the parly which govems.
Genscher had no hesitation in
maintaining the decision to break
the alliance with the Social Demo~
cracy even at the cost of breaking

“his own party and reducing it to

nothing. That is now the politicians
of the bourgecisie and their repre~
sentatives work. They use the
rules of the ‘democratic game' while
these do not harm their own interest,
It is an important discussion for the
Communist movement in Europe, and
also for the Socialists, to see that
democracy in capitalism is organised

in a form which does not allow

changes opposed to private property
but, at the same time, allows the

Hence the military triumph

dominion of the state apparatus
which represents capitalism and
which has powers above the bourge-
ois Parliament itself. It is enough
to see, for example, in ltaly a great

majority of the Parliamentary repre-
sentatives declared for the estab~
lishment of normal relations with the
PLO and the government until now
ignored it, declaring that it isstill
not time for this. That is, in the
capitalist system the government
and the state apparatus are those
which represent capitalism more
directly, and for this they have a
power above the others. It is nec~
essary fo discuss this in the Com-
munist and Socialist parties.

GERMAN CAPITALISM HAS TO
RESIST

AMERICAN IMPERIALISM.

This change of government in
Germany forms part of the prepara-
tions of war by the capitalist
system. That is not to say that
Kohl is going to make the policy of
imperialism of preparation of the
war but he represents the wing of
capitalism which wants to have the
power to choose the moment of cen-
tralisation with the Yanks against
the Workers States. It is the sector
which has ne confidence in Schmidt,
which fears a retreat from the hls-
toric interest of German capitalism,
which in order to live depends on
the Yanks and accentuates the com-
petitional conflict on the economic
plane. Thus they want to lead the
competition with the Yanks so as
not to go too far. This is the repre-
sentation of Kohl and Strauss.

Even so, Kohl has no other al-
ternative than to resist the Yanks
who want to impose economke res—
trictions on the Workers States but
to limit the capacity of competition
of capitalist Europe. As Cde
Posadas analyses, the objective of
the Yanks in their campaign against
the European-Soviet gas pipe-line
is because they see that these are
measure which increase the capa~
city of competition by Europe,
because the relations of capitalist
Europe with the Workers States give
a cerrain stimulus to the economy of
ltaly, Germany, France and Britain,
and even so they have millions of
unemployed. But the greater effect
is social, because geographically it
is logical that the economy of Eur—
ope should establish certain prin-
ciples of co-ordination with the
Workers States which allow a base
of rational functioning, clashing
with capitalist empiricism. This
influences the cadres of capitalism

and sectors of the hourgecisie who
seek to win time making the policy
of agreements with the Workers
States. This is the thought deter-
mined by the condition of the pre-
sent stage of history in which the
European hourgeoisie sees that the
war is being prepared, but it is a
war against the Workers States, and
it sees that in any case it loses
whether the Soviets of the Yanks
win, although this latter hypothesis
is not possible. It is this condition
which develops in European capita—
lism every type of tendency which
doubts, which is insecure and which
yields, but because they have no
other solution. This process was
analysed by Cde Posadas in writings
from 1977 onwards, and since then
it has developed in a much clearer
form. In Germany Brandt represents
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partly this sector of the German
bourgeaisie.

The Yanks seek to stop this pro-
cess whether by economic com~
petition or maintaining a climate of
war as a means of containing the
social, political and scientific in-
fluence of the Workers States. But
when France goes so far as to make-
a space trip together with the
Soviets, this indicates that the
Yanks cannot now stop this pro-
cess. n order to understand that it
is capitalism itself which does this,
it is necessary to see that it was
not an initiative of Mitterand but
that the co—operation with the
Soviets was already begun in the
period of Giscard.

The situation in Germany is not
going to remain like this. The
government of Kohl has no perspec—
tive of imposing 2 retreat in the
political conditions of the country;
there are no conditions for any re-
actionary turn. They are going to
seek as capitalism has to do
throughout the world ~measures_
which strike at the standard of
living of the population, as Thatcher
has done in Britain. But the inter—
vention of the working class and.
the movement for peace are going
to elevate.  In the SDP it is not
. Schmidt who is going to lead byt
Brandt, and from him to the Left.
Hence the bourgeois press already

sees the fantasm of the British
Labour Party, seeing Brandt in the
clothes of Foot. In a different form
the process which is developing in
the SDP has the same depth as the
process in the Labour Party.

Throughout Europe the Social
Democracy is in crisis, but not as
the result of its maturing but of the
crisis of the capitalist system which
prevents this, continuing its pre~
vious policy. The discussion in the
French government on the pro-
gramme of the government is part
of this process, which shows the
limits of a policy which does not
develop anti-capitalist measures.
At the same time, it is necessary
to intervene in the crisis of the
Socialists and Social Democrats in
Germany on the basis of the con—
duct of the masses and of the wor—
king class who - maintain their
support in these parties because,
for historic reasons, they have not
been able to develop better instru-
ments. Among these reasons is the
bad policy of the Communist parties
in the Stalinist epoch which formed
closed apparatuses incapabie of
interpreting the masses and the
world revolutionary process. Hence
the - Communist parties of Britain
and Germany retreat and lose votes
at every election. It is not, for
example, in Germany that there are
no conditions for a Left of the SDP.
It is true that the Greens increase

votes constantly. But even they do
not have another perspective than
to support the development of a
Left within the SFP with an anti-
capitalist programme. The Greens
have no possibility as a movement
alternative to the SDP. The working
class does not go to the Greens,
maintaining its class centralisation
in the Social Democracy, but not
passively.

The conclusions from the change
of government in Germany show the
necessity of an elevation of the
intervention of the Communist and
Socialist parties, which anyway are
obliged to answer although they
may not have the preparation to do
it. But the development of this
process is not determined by the
lack of leadership in each country,
but in the stage of the final crisis
of the capitalist system, the
maturing of the masses is aitained
through the world process where

those who lead are the Workers

States and the Soviet Union.

19 October 1982,

THE PROBLEMS OF WOMEN, CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE.

(as

J. POSADAS

-The - Communists enclose ~the
problems ‘of women within terms of
developing a sentiment of prejudice
and of hostility of women as regards
society, They pose that women
demand of society a better, more
elevated -attitude, but they do not
propose in the name of what, at the
cost -of what, They should pose
.that what has to be done is to
transform society and that men are
the result.of this society, Men are
not bad, but the whole development
of history has made them as they
are, But the Communists, on the
problem of women, develop an
argument against men and not
against capifalist society., They
do not say explicitly that they are
against men, but they make a com=~
petition with men. The force that
that creates the problems of women
are not men but capitalist society.

Women cannot free themselves
as women because the problem is
not the ‘liberation of women’ but
the . elimination of the capitalist
system. The Communists propose
'the liberation of women’, but they
do not say liberated from whom and
against whom this liberation goes.
The reason for the slavery of women
is not men, but capitalist society
which has created vices in men but
which ~ from the origin until now -
they have been resolving, It is not
that they have been resolving
problems with respect to women in
particular, but in relation to society
because the most important prob-
lems are being eliminated, like the

. existence of capitalism, and on the
other hand the Workers States are
being constructed,

The Communists explain the
function of women and in general
life in a particular private form, but

regards the conception of the

Communists and the feminists on
the problem of women). :

not- as an aspect of ‘how society
develops =~ because, at the same
time as the development of women
is at an inferior level as regards
menintelligence, culture, science
and the class struggle developed
and the world developed enormously.
This is .through the unequal and
combined process of history which
only Communism can unify,

Part of this position of the Com~
munists is the product of the fact
of what they see in the Workers
States, where the problem of women
is still not resolved. But this is a
problem of the Communists, not of
the Workers State, because they
should know how to differentiate
between the Workers State and
Socialism, They do not see that in
the Workers State, even if there are
forms of relations - of capitalist

property, they are not capitalist
social and economic relations but
the human relations which come
from capitalism, and part of this is
that in the Workers States there
still exists a distribution of wages
in accordance with ‘each one
according to his capacity’.

The Communists separate the
problem of women from the whole
structure of the process of history
and pose it as a separate problem,
They pose that in the Socialist
countries the problem of women
goes on existing, and they do not
see that those they call Socialist
countries in reality are the Workers
States, which is different from
Socialism, Hence they speak of
‘real Socialism’, ‘less real Social-
ism’, They have no notion of what
the Workers State is and its differ—
ence from Socialism.

In the same way there is no

Title:

Editorial Board.

liberation of women, in particular,
but of the human being: men are
slaves, with the children and old
people. It is not only a question of
the problem of women but of child-
ren and old people, who pose
problems that are more or less the
same as women. The feminists, for

example, who speak of the ‘right
of women’, do not speak of the
children of Nicaragua., They must
speak of the children of Nicaragua
and see that the problem is not that
of women and men but of society
and human beings where the woman
fulfils a lower function, and thus
also of the child, | have written
a great deal on this, showing that
the child is inferior to the woman
betause he or she is treated as an
object not only by the parents or
the brother but by society. The
mother, the woman even wanting to
and loving the child ~ otherwise
there would not be human civilisa-
tion — does not have the capacity,
the understanding and the organisa—
tion to provide a better treatment,
because this is the treatment which
capitalism has taught and structured,
She sees that education is a
necessity to feed human sentiment,
but also she has to work all day,
deal with the home, the family,
and does not have the time to do
everything. Thus the child pays
the price, and not because the
mother does not know how to give
such an education, but because she
has no time, She may have five 61
six sons and cannot do anything
else,

It is necessary to consider that
the problem of women, which exists
and on which it is necessary to
intervene, has to be united with

§ tractable.

THE ADVANCE OF THE LEFT

IN PORTUGAL

The process in Portugal is
going to have a favourable out—
come for the Left parties. Capi—
talism has tried 1o represent
Portugal as a country where the
initiatives of the masses have
been successfully contaiped,
but all these arguments are
coming apart.

It was inevitable after the
imability of the Left army lea—
ders and the Communist Party
to complete the course of the
Portuguese revolution that opp—
ortunities should present them—
selves to the forces of reaction
to re—gather electoral strength
and attempt to throw back the
gains of the revolution. Super—
ficially they have won some
formal victories, but the found-—
ations of the Portuguese Revo—
lutionary State — 60% nationali—
isation ~ remain fundamentally
‘untouched. As elsewhere it is
the existence of the Workers
States that has allowed this to
continue.

The reaction has been pre—
occupied particularly to liquidate
-above all the most outstanding
political continuities of the
revolution, that is, the army
council and the constitution

which poses that the objective
of Portugal is to be Socialist,

The former was abolished but the
latter has proved to be most in—
However, the forces
of reaction are not the forces
which decide the fate of Por—
tugal. All the structure of the
world process reinforces the Left
parties and tends to create doubt
and lack of cohesion in the
forces of the Right. Moreover
in Europe the success of the
Socialist Party in Spain, the
existence of the Mitterand gov—
ernment in France, the success
of the Socialist and Communist
parties in Greece, the advance of

the Left in the German Socialist
Party and that of the Labour
Party Left in Britain, with the
perspective of major struggles
to come against the missiles

policy of world imperialism:
will all tend to give an impulse
to the forces of the Portuguese
Left and limits the reactionary
elements. The defeat of euro-
communism in Greece, Belgium
and Spain augments the role of
the Portuguese Communist Party.

The most recent crisis, with
the resignation of Balsemao
of the Social Democratic Party
as Prime Minister has been
brought about by the unfavourable
electoral results — a loss of 4%
in the local elections - that
indicate an advance for the Left
forces. At the same time the
great experience of the 1974
revolution, that is, the develop-
ment of a Socialist revolutionary
current in the army based on
popular military councils is not
an experience which can be lost
in this period. The experience
of the Portuguese revolution has
an importance for the whole of
E'urope. Portugal, the first
Revolutionary State in Europe,
anticipates a further extension
of this phenomenon throughout
Europe and in Greece, etc- It
will affect Spain despite the
reluctance of Gonzales to inter—
fere with the social structure
of Spain. ’

Soares, whose wing of the
Socialist Party has played a
prime role in defaying advances
in Portugal, will not be able to
play the same role in the -next
stage of the process. All the
Socialist parties are driven to
the Left in order to survive the
pressure from the Communists.
Moreover, the presidency has re—
mained in the hands of a repre—
sentative of the progressive
military, that is ®anes, The
inter—influence of the struggle
against nuclear missiles and the
need for progress in the economy
of Portugal, to advance from a
Revolutionary to a Workers State,
will gather momentum in the next
stage in Portugal and the inter—
influence with the rest of Europe
will similarly develop profoundly

that of the children and the old
people. | am going to develop
much on this theme, showing that
women are right in what they pose
but that the problem is not resolved
in this way but has to be considered
united to the child and to the old
person.  The child says to the
mother, ‘You treat me as if | were
an animal’, and the mother replies,
‘But | love you's To which the
child in effect responds, ‘No, that
is not the problem, but you always
put me last; you buy me everything
but I am always in the last place of
your concerns’s And this is true,
and the child feels this. The more
society progresses, the children
and the old people see this more
and more, :

Woman, like children and old
people, are relegated by capitalist
society. But, at the same time, it
is necessary to analyse that revo-
lutions represent the fundamental

part of the progress of history be-
cause these Ccreate organs and

instruments to impel it socially:
not only economically, but socially,
Socially means culturally, intelli-
gently and flexibly, All the prob~
lems which capitalism creates - of
struggles . in the family, between
relatives ~ are eliminated by the
revolution, All the social tensions
which develop in the capitalist
system find the path of their reso~
lution in the process of revolution,
In this process the parents, the old
people, all find a centre of common
concentration of sentiment, of the
will in a same objective. Each
finds that he is part of this process
and all the things which for years
they were not animated to speak
abeut comes forth like a stream,
As Martin Fierro said, *The words
gushed forth like spring rain’, It is
the process of the revolution which
is resolving these problems,
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For the unification of the ant/ capitalist
struggle in Britain and lreland

The yelps of British imperialism
over the proposed visit to-London of
the elected representatives of Sinn
Fein was shortly afterwardsaccom--
banied by -the careful orchestration
of -tears and--‘outrage’ -after - the
Ballykerry explosion, in which both
British soldiers  and Irish people
were killed, Having provoked a
murderous. situatipn, British imper—
ialism ~ with  its centuries  of
acoumulated... -experience . In - the
ability to lie -and. place its own
vile crimes at the door of everyone
else - pretends that ‘terrorism’-.is
at fault and. thus counter—terror is
justifieds  In. the last few weeks
six people have been assassinated
outright by the agents of imperialism
and the deputy Leader of the SDLP
is right to assume that the profess—
ional killers of British imperialism
have been liquidating their unarmed
enemies. .. British. imperialism has
no_intention .of ‘solving’ the lIrish
question. . If they had wanted — as
Cde . Posadas said . —. they. could
have found some solution to mitigate
the -situation, but they have gone
out of their way, under a variety. of
pretexts,  to provoke .a situation
where they try. to justify the pre—
sence of Hoops.. .

This makes the point, and it is
very important for the new layers
developing in both North and South
Ireland and in the British Labour
Party, to see that the ‘lrish’ issue
is-'now: inextricably “linked to ‘the

world struggle -between 'the “damp
of “imperialism  and that .of the

Workers Statess:
not possible to-separate the massive
development . of ' the  anti-nuclear
movement in :Britain -as something
which has no relation to the crisis
of Ireland,: North and Souths-: The
anti—-naclear movement. is - funda-
mentally -anti—-NATO, and:-the war
in" Northern lreland "is:one useful
to NATO as a:training ground - to
jump ‘on the: British masses:because
NATO represents not only external
aggression . ‘against - the - Workers
States but internal repression:of all
sortse - The war in Northern lreland
is &' justitication -for. everything,
including repressive laws: if neces—
sary: in Britaine

But British imperialism, despite
fts murderous repressive behaviour
and its killers, is crumbiing,

TheY . are territied of ideas and they

are particularly ‘afraid: of evolution
to the Left in both the L.abour Party
and - the Sinn Fein, and even more

For example, it {5

terrified when' ideas might be dis—
cussed to co--ordinate a programme
and tactic between the British and
irish masses. Very good at killing
people and telling lies about people
British imperialism is not very good
on. ideas,  With all their nuclear
missiles, they feel intimidateds - An
evolution to the Left:in both the
L.abour Party and Sinn Fein is quite
inevitable, - because there is no
other way to. go. Imperiaiism has
no “solytion and no social demo—
cratic or _cenire sclutions are
possibles

The most  important -aspect- in
any future - discussions.: between
Sinn. Fein and the Labour Partly is
to see that British imperialism will
make all its efforts to stay .in
Nodhern Ireland, not just because
of Ireland but because of Britain,
NATO and - the coming encounter
with the Soviet Union. As Southern
Ireland is now becoming more and
more unstable, imperialism wanis
to co-ordinate operations with the
feeble Irish bourgeoisie against
their masses as wells The logic of
this-is again that there is no sepa—
rate ‘lrish’ solution. . To get British
imperialism out of the North re—
quires a joint programme of social
transformations and mass_mobilis—
ations. A purely military cempaign
will not succeed. Now, in particular,
the most important ‘military’ con—
tribution Is political programme and
co—ordination. . This has never
been tried before, and that is why
Bntish imperiahsm in_its .growing
social ‘and poi:'&h,al -waakness
reacts hrysterically.. -

1t is happy with a war of bomb—
mgs and shootings. ot will _en-—
deavour to use that, and there is

no doubt that it has stimulated

incidents themse!vese ‘
It is not excluded that the recent
Ballykelly explosion was intended
to prevent discussions with. the
IRA and the Labour Left. Certainly
those . who isolate . the military
struggle . from the . programme .of
Socialist transformations in both
countries, render  a. serviee to
imperialisme.

The results of the elections In
the South only further demonstrate
the ever—growing crisis of Southern
capitalisme The fact that Fine
Gael has to.depend on a party .—
the Labour Parry — with a pro—
gramme  of statitication shows in
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~that: s British . Imperialisms .

the most dramatic manner the weak--
ness of cap:talism. The problems
of the economy, which are insoluble
in the terms of capitalism, allow
no basis for a stabilisation of the
country favourable to imperialism.
But a united front of all the forces
of the Left based on the workers’
party, the trade unions and the
Left of Fianna Fail and the Labour
Party in the perspective of a uni—
fication of all the forces of the
British Isles, gives a real per—
spective for [Irelands Southern
capitalism has always been a
feeble force in comparison with
other capital)st powers and now,
with the total crisis of the whole
world capitalist system, its own
internal “crisis: is magnified fo an
intolerable = extent. Imperialism
North and South can only offer the
bullet and generalised repression
as its solution, but even here they
are- not in a social and political
position to have any effects

For Northern Ireland the struggle
of the Left in the unions in the rest
of Britain is going to have an
effects The Protestant masses are
being oppressed just as the Catho—
lic masses, and the basis for the
aristocracy of labour which gave a
basis for the Protestant ascendancy
Is undermined by the crisis of the
whole systems - Foot has placed
an emphasis on the unions, but that

requires an organised Left that)

does not conciliate with imperialism
on the -issue of violence in Northern
Ireland, The  responsibility for
The
people who support the British war
in Northem{ ireland  are the. same
who. ‘support capitalism having
nuclear -weapons -and preparing to
attack the Soviet Union. The Left
in Britain ‘can “contribute by the
elevation ‘of the trade unions in the
North, and this is the way to inte—
grate -the Protestant masses into
the anti-~capitalist: tight.

There is no struggle of the Catholic
versus the Protestant masses - it
is only the hired murder gangs of
British imperialism that are res—
ponsible for the ‘sectarian’ murders,

Unionism
has been in process .of gisintegra—
tion for some time. It is necessary
to give it the coup de. grace with
a -more audacious policy of social
transformations
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of the situation there. On the contrary, Poland is a major disaster for
capitalism for there we are seeing even in theabsence of fully function -
ing and prepared Party, that the working classis exerting its pressures and
criticisms so as to effect its full participation in the running of society
and not just the economy. 1t is a protracted process, becatse of the lack
of continuity from the spoch of Bolshevism, but the process of continuous
adjustment and criticism is profoundly favourable to Socialism and the
attacks of capitalism, like those of Reagan, read like gibberish. Thus,
they drone on about deficiencies in the Polish state, while hundreds are
massacred in Lesotho and capitalism pretends not to see.

MASS  CAMPAIGNS AGAINST. NUCLEAR WEAPONS,

in Britain all the plans of imperialism are going awry. The massive
demonstration of the women at Greenham Common is a formidable blow at
the policies of capitalism and tends to stimulate further interventions of the
population. The movement against the nuclear policies of the Thatcher
cligue is now committed against NATO and in favour of civil disched-
ience to the establishment of the Cruise missiles. The support given
directly by Foot is also fundamental. The campaign against nuclear
weapons has profound importance because it is a movement against the
fundamental aggressive and predatory nature of capitalism itseif. Capi-~
talism is mortally afraid of this movement, because it is the objective
alliance between the forces of progress of the Workers States and the
masses of the capitalist countries which reject the lunatic policies of the
ruling cliques. Thaicher has organised a form of internal ‘coup’ in the
Conservative Parly to immobilise her opponenis and prevent discussion,
but all this has failed.. She is not the ‘fuhrer’ she would like to be, rather
her policies lead to demoralise many sectors of capitalism. These layers
do not adopl Socialism, but they are a dead weight against the schemes
of the top cliques. When the Church of England, which is after all a part
of the slate apparatus of capitalism, takes an unfavourable view of the
policies of the nuclear arms race precipitated by imperialism, this isagn
indication of a profound historic defeat:sm in the heart: of  the capitalist
system,

THE THATCHER REGIME HAS NO IDEAS AND NO SOLUT!ONS.

The Thatcher government has nothing to suggest to find a selution for
the problems of capitalism except more of the same., More missiles and
less employment. It has nof presented one convincing argument on any-
thing. It is a harpy government which only destroys. lts policies are thus
steadily undermining the monarchy, whose association with the Malvinas
episode discredits its normal pretentions to be ‘above politics’. . its role
is being dragged under by incapacity of capitalism to find a solution to
its crisis. Thus it is possibie for the Left in the Labour Party and the
~Trade Unions to be far more audacious in their opposition to the capitalist

" system. The TUC has been obliged to support another mass demonstration

against unemployment, but it is necessary ‘ fo mobs,hse
the mass of -the population -on active policies combining: rejection- of
nuclear weapons with a2 campaign for social transformations. The women
at' Greenham Common have shown what can be done. The Left has to dis-
cuss much more, to homogenise itself, so as to develop a common policy
that unifies all the sectors against capitalism. It is necessary to bring
the process in lreland into the heart of the political discussion in Britain.
It is necessary for the Labour Left to discuss with Sinn Fein and with
sectors of the Left in the Republic, to develop a common platform and
perspective. Above all, there has to be a principled and unrelenting re~
pudiation of the policy of British imperialism in Northern Ireland, which
has reached even more brutal  levels with shoot fo kill as the sole
programme and policy. This is the level of those who preach ‘the joys of
our democracy’. That really means democracy for. cap:tahsts - anhd not
for all of them — and death to those who believe democracy should be
applied to Ireland and that therefore British troops have no right to sup-
press and destroy the Irish people.

1t is necessary for the Left in the Labour Party and the unions to pre~
pare o intervene in the elections with all the arguments to repudiate
the lies of capitalism against the Workers States, to explain the process
in Poland, to show how the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan means thes..
srogress of that country in social and political reform, and that the guer~
rillas’ are simply trained bands of assassins with no social support, that
the Workers States are everywhere in the forefront of social progress,
that there is no need for an arms race, and that capitalism breeds war as
a necessity of its structure. ~The electoral campaign can be 2 means not
just of protesting against the evils of capitalism but showing that the
only solution for Britain, the only way it can advance, is by placing the
economy at the service of social needs and that democracy means not just
electing a few Members of Parliament, although this may be very useful,
but the full participation of the population to decide the functioning of
society. in this way, it is possible to prepare the road for rhe combined
fall of capitalism and the monarchy ~ twin pillars of everything thatis
anti-democratic and reactionary. 1.1,.83
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— EDITORIAL

THE ORGANISATION OF A
CONSISTENT LABOUR LEFT AND
THE BALANCEOF WORLDFORCES

Al the events of the last days show conclusively that the Soviet Union
in the decisive world centre, On the fundamental world question of war and
peace, the Soviet Union has the initiative. Every new Soviet disarmament
vroposal — and there have been many in the last period — reveals all the
defeatism, uncertainty and disintegration or world capitalism. Gromyko’s
visit to capitalist Germany (FDR) highlighted the reality of the world
balance of forces. - Gromyko went with the connivance of the German
bourgeoisie, clearly, and spoke, like an honoured guest, to the Gwrman
Paeliament. There was no protest from the bourgeolsie and none of thej
demonsitrations of opposition that greeted Reagan, The German bourgecisie
could have organised demonstrations if they had wanted to, even If they
had to pay people to demonstrate. Gromyko was not treated as the repre—
sentative of the historic and class enemy of capitalism, but as a determin-
ing factor in the character of the next government of the FDR. The German
bourgeoisie extends its relations with the Soviet Union and  the other
Workers States in-order to assist [ts economic competition with Yankee
imperialism, and, above all, because it wants to survive at any cost. -A
large proportion of them is not certain that the war which Yankee imperia—
lism prepares will destroy. the Soviet Union, but it is absolutely certain
that it will be. destroyed itself in the process. ‘Gromyko's visit focuses
éttention on Germany which is anyway an important factor in the world
capitalist system, but it s symptomatic of the world process,

THE . GROWING UNITY OF THE WORKERS STATES,

We. are in a stage of history when the Soviet Union and the system of
the Workers States become increasingly unifieds The growing rapproche—
ment between the Soviet Union and the Chinese Workers State -is a central
aspect of this, In fact, the recent intervention by. the leadership of the
Chinese Workers State in Africa, supporting the progressive and revolution—
ary movemnt with material ald, is roughly the same policy as thatfollowed
by the Soviet Union. There may not yet be a unity bétween the Soviet and
Chinese leaderships but there is an advarice In this direction. Imperialism!
and world capitaliSm are going in exactly the opposite directions - They
agree on nothing! important sectors of capitalism, -even:within the United
States itself, are directly opposed to the war preparations. of Yankee
imperialisme The American Catholic Church, which:is very rich and weli
connected with high stratas of the bourgeoisie; . is now. opposing the war
policy of the Yanks. Reagan is forced to-remove one of his negotiatorsin
the middle of talks with the Soviet Union in Geneva, over a disagreement on}
what Yankee poﬁcy actuyally is. Indeed, Reagan himseltf has retreated from
former positions and his ‘State of the Union® speech sounded very: much
like Carter. :

European anti—missile demonstration

This is why the Soviet intervention has such a profound effect in
faccelerating the disintegration of the capitalist system. At the same time,
the Soviet Union is giving confidence and leadership to the powertul and
igrowing movement against the war preparations of imperialisma

Another, and important, facet of the total crisis of capitalism Is in thel
tinancial tield. Apart from war preparations capitalism has very little left
but financial juggling. The leading teams have very little interest .in the
development of the economy. This means that the present financial crisis
is particularly crucial. When Thatcher agrees to-contribute to an IMF loan
to Argentina, it isn't to repair the damage done to capitalist interests
in Latin America by the Malvinas invasion.- The prime reason for this loan
is that world capitalism feels that if one country defaults on its debts,t he
whole structure of world capitalist finance will collapse. If Argentinal
ldefaults, Brazil — even more in debt — might very well refuse to repay thej
external debt also; and there is a very strong current of bourgeols publlc:
gpinfon in Brazil that wants to do just that. World capitalism and Thatcher
feels that [t is on the edge of an abyss.

The 'Franks Report’ and the Thatcher visit to. the Malvinas are both
facts of real desperétien. in the former, the Thatcher clique tried to hide
the aggressive, imperialist nature of the Malvinas Invasion; and In the
Jatter, it tried to stimulate its own people. It failed on both counts! The
‘Falkland factor® is a myth and nobody believes the ‘Franks Report's
Thatcher has failed completely to stifle either the criticism and-opposition
of the masses, or the fear and uncertainty of the bourgeoisie.
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THE IND!SPENSABLE,FUNCTEUN OF THE
PARTY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CUBA.

It is necessary to write an
article on Cuba referring to all
those” who pose that in Cuba ‘they
are taking the measures “which go
back to private property’ (refers to
an article which appeared in the
newspaper ‘Unita’ dealing with the
steps to private incentive and
material stimulus). This statement
is not true. They have taken cer—
tain measures of concessions to
the small producer, but this is not
a return to private property. Even
so, ‘it is an error.  The ltalian
Communists say that these measures
show the ‘failure of moral stimulus’
when the reverse is the case. In
Ethiopia, which is more bhackward
than Cuba and  has nothing,
material stimulus does not exist.
The problem in Cuba, the real
problem, is that there is no Party;
the problem is and will be the
Party. The USSR, because it had
the Bolshevik Party, was able to
put up with Stalin, the nazis and
the siege of world capitalism,
and defeated them.

There is a process of disinte—
gration of certain Communist parties
and, in Cuba, there is no Party, no
prepared leadership. There is no
functioning of the Party. Thus
the cadres, the Marxist conscious—
ness, the development of the Mar—

xist capacity, are not created. One

or other can have the capacity, but
it is a question of the whole Party
having it. Hence you see my con—
cemn to elevate all the comrades of
the International to the highest
level, with the objective capacity
and the most elevated purity,
because these are the necessary
gualities to be able to understand
and grasp the world.

In Cuba there is no education
for this, and after so many years of
friumph the revolution still has fo
amrest people and throw out others
for corruption.  These problems
occur not because of conditions,
but because there is no Parly.
For distribution o be in accordance
with ‘to each one according to his
necessity’ does nol depend on the
development of the economy but on

the level of consciousness and
capacity of the Parly. When this
consciousness exists people see,
for example, that it is not necessary
that everyone must have a fele-
phone, but that one for ten is suf-
ficient. The leaderships of Cuba
proceed on the conclusion that if it
is possible for telephones to be
available, everyone is going to ask
for one. - But, with an elevation of
consciousness, people will say
“not ali can have a telephone, we
share’. This is how the workers of
Poland have acted. People under—
stand that if there is not a house for
every family then they share it
between two families. That people
understand this is a problem of the
life of the Party.

in the IV International it is the
same. Hence my concarn in deve~
loping, creating and purifying mili-
tant cadres as far as we can, and
creating new cadres.  This is a
problem of the Party, of the
ieadership.

THE ~PARTY AS EDUCATOR

History is also a problem of the
leadership. The history of humanity
is a history of leadership; even in
the most elevated problems of cul-
ture and science it is a problem of
leadership and intelligence.ln Cuba
they have sought io resolve problems
with appeals and agitations, but
without the life of the Parly or trade
union there is no theoretical or
political life. In Cuba they made
very elevated experiences, but they
had to leave lhem aside because
the leadership believes that they
were going to make the distribution
and. each was going to ask to have
what was necessary.

It now they have had to throw
out 10,000 or 15,000 thieves, the
people who adapted and would have
been gained would ~ triple in
number with a functioning Parly.
If there had existed a prepared
Party they would have seen this
from the beginning, for this is a
problem of leadership and of func-
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tioning of the Party. On the part of
the Cuban leadership there are no
ideas, there are agitational speech-
es - not necessary because there
is no need to agitate — but without
ideas. Among the things from which

I have learnt a great deal and have
helped me to structure my senti-

- ments and capacity are the speech—

es which Lenin made before, during
and- after the taking of power. In’
the reports there are no changes
made, but all have the same route
and same objective, although with
different velocities: to take power
he speaks of preparing the Party
so. that it understands: it is the
Party which prepares iiself, it is
not a problem of convincing but of
preparing.

The Bolshevik Party did this
and. it was one of the greatest
achievements . in 2i! history when it
carried out the function of ‘fireman’
(referring to the ‘July Days’ of 1917
when the Bolshevik Party posed to
the masses in the sireef to postpone
the taking of power in order to get
the majority in the Soviets). The
mass movement was going to lake
power, and the Parly explained to
the working class and thus to the
country, that it was still not the
moment to take power and that it
was necessary to wait two months
more. M postponed the taking of
power by iwo months withoul this

meaning the disarming of the
masses. The Bolshevik Party did
this.

This is what we are doing: we
are constructing a Party in the
middle of the greatest difficulties,
are we are doing it. 1 alse, con-
structed 1myself but at another fevel
- this is the function of the Party,
of the ideas and of intelligence.
Itis in the Party where the greatest
level ot intelligence is expressed.
All the scientists joined together
are inferior io the function of the
Party. . This is the element which

Turn to pege J

1-—-—:




The mupicipal elections in
Greece have a very important
political significance for the
world process. They form part
of the revolutionary world ascent
which is developing in the world
and which has continued with the
triumph of the Left in Spain. {t
is, in turn, the result of the world
process. The Socialists and
Communists gained more than
60% of the votes, which politi-
cally and socially represent a
much greater force. The bourge—
oisie and imperialism cannot now
go back to make of Greece a
centire for the capitalist system.
Greece is entering into a
superior stage of its development
towards a Revolutionary State,
as a stage to a Workers State.
The electoral results express
this process, but not in all its
profundity.

Practically 90% of the com-—
munes of the country are in the
hands of the Socialists and
Communists: the Communists
alone have more than the party
of the bourgeoisie. This elec—
toral re—affirmation after the
triumph of Papandreou indicates
the will of the Greek masses to
impel the process of social
transformations in the country.
Hence the Greek Communist
Party has-advancedirom 10 t020%
of the votes: it is the maturation
of the Greek masses who feel
secure to go much further than
the Socialist government has
done till now. This is the result
of the influence of the revolu-
tionary world process in Greece.

Greece borders  Yugoslavia,
Albania, Buigaria -~ Workers
States- which were
more backward than

Greece and which have resolved
the problems of work, of health,
of transport and education. The
triumph of Papandreou was for
the Greek population an impulse
to intervene,and a demonstration
that they are unified in the will
for change.

Greece does not have a de—
veloped proletariat with social
weight; it is small numerically,
but has a very mature vanguard,
politically very mature and re—~
solved, with a revolutionary
tradition which is expressed
essentially in the Greek Commu~
nist Party. The country still
has an economy in large part
agricultural and artisan; with a
great and very concentrated in—
dustrial complex, but there is no
important industrial development
for the internal market. The
political maturation of the Greek
masses was not determined by
the numerical weight of the wor—
king class but was achieved
through the influence of the
worid. The world experience is
that nowhere is there a progress
through the capitalist system of
private property. The countries
who want to progress have to act
as the Workers States or as
Mexico did recently, statifying
the private bank. Nicaragua, one
of the poorest states and which
‘was almost destroyed by Somoza
before the revolution, has
through anti-capitalist measures
succeeded in making the popul—
ation literate, lessened con--
siderably infantile mortality and,
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world process as a country.
This is the transcendent force
in the world, The example for
progress does not come from the
United States or capitalist Eur—
ope but from the countries which
expropriate big property, which
plan production in accordance
with the needs of the population,
and which aliow the social and
cultural development of the
masses. Hence the small pea—
sants, small proprietors, small
traders, do not seek progress by
means of the increase of indi-—
vidual! property, but are won to
see progress through social
development and to see that the
progress of the economy has fto
serve the population.

The elections in Greece are
a confirmation of this process.
Capitalism was hoping for a loss
of PASOK and of the Communists
in order to make a campaign
seeking to re—take the initiative
and to weigh on the Right Socia—-
lists to contain the government,
but also to justity the preparation
of a coup.  They are going to
seek to do this anyway, because
the top sectors of the bourgeoisie
and imperialism have no other
way of intervening. The elec—
toral result is an elevation of
the decision of the population
against the capitalist system,
against NATO and the Yankee
bases in Greece.” The efforts at
a coup which imperialism is
going fo organise through NATO
in Greece are going to clash with
this structure already
reached through the process of
the class struggle in Greece.

The triumph of the Left means
a support to the progressive
measures taken by the Socialist
government. The laws of the

trade unions, the right to strike,
the wage increase given by

Papandreou at the initiative of
the government, the institution
of the sliding scale of wages,
the reduction of the civil poweis
of the Church, are very important
conquests for the population.
The vote was a political vote,
one of impulse to the deepening
of these measures, because in
themselves they are insufficient
to bring Greece out of backward—
ness, from capitalist neglect.
Hence the increase in the votes
of the Communist Parly have a
very important signiticance, and
it is an experience for all the
Communist movements.

The Greek Communist Party
has a fundamental function in
the process of the transformation
of the country. The capitalist
press and part of the Communist
press of Europe like that of
taly, seek to diminish the im—
portance and weight of the Greek
Communist Party, defining it
contemptuously as ‘pro-Soviet’,
The Italian Communists have
reached the point of giving more
importance to the so-—called

? Communist Party of the ‘Interior’

or being ‘eurocommunist’, a party
which has one per cent of the
votes and no Parliamentary

fzor the first time, participates in
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Deputy. This party entered the
election in the lists of PASOK
to conceal its failure. It is a
group sustained by a small circle
of inteflectuals and petit bourge—
ois, but has no perspective as
a Communist Party, above all
through its policy of opposition
to the Workers States. The Com-
numist Party did not have a
correct tactic in front of the
process before the Papandreou
government. It maintained a
position of dispute before PASOK
which is anyway obliged to ad-
vance. Hence, once in the gov—
ermment it has taken measures
which favour the anti--capitalist
struggle in Greece. in this
sense, the most necessary tactic
was - critical support to the
Socialist government, which does
not mean adaptation to the
limited programme of Papandreou.
It is necessary to make, as in
part the Communist Party has, a
campaign and a discussion to
show that the programme of
PASOK is: just a stage of a
struggle which has to advance
towards a ‘Workers State.

But even not having this tac—
tical attitude, the fact of having
proposed an anti—capitalist pro—
gramme, of having maintained
the defence of the Workers States
~ gave security to the workers’
vanguard of Greece to intervene.
Thus the Communist Party could
represent the maturing of the
masses in their anti-capitalist
will. Hence, when there was the
triumph of PASOK in 1981, this
was not done at the expense of
the Communist Party but the
latter increased its votes, and
now has doubled them. This
shows that the base which under-
stands the need for a more pro—
foundly = anti-capitalist pro—
gramme is extending in the
country and sees in the Commu—
nist Party the instrument to
achieve this objective..  But the
most important thing is to see
that the worker and Communist
vang uard of Greece can intervene
with such resolution because the
Communist Party did not abandon
its characteristics before the
population, and presents itself
as part of the world Communist
movement and as representative
of the anti—capitalist struggle.

This is a very important ex—
perience for the Communist
movement, The Greek Commu-—

nist Party passed in a short time NATO

to  having a fundamental poli—
tical and social weight in the
country which has allowed it to
weigh in decisions in a very
superior form. It has maintained
in its programme the anti—
capitalist measures of statifica—
tion, the defence of the Workers
States, and rejection of ‘euro—
communism’; it is precisely for
this reason that it reached such
a development. Even with the
Party committing tactical errors,
the masses see the Party firm in
the programme, and see that this
is the programme which develops

an instrument to apply such a
programme. This is the security
which the Communist militant
acquires when the Party main—
tains its programmatic charac~
terisations. But ‘eurocommunism’
— as it cannot be expressed in
the form of programme, policy
and experience, because it is an
invention without perspective -
disarms the Party and brings
doubt and insecurity. The loss
bythe Spanish Communist Party
of 60% of the votes is a proof of
the consequences of ‘euro-
communism’,

In this stage of history the
Communist parties have to draw
closer to the Workers States and
in particular to the Soviet Union.
Those who break or distance
themselves lose strength and
capacity to intervene, because
the experience of the masses
unites them to the Workers
States . World events, from the
massacre of Israel in the Leban-
on up to Ei Salvador, show that
imperialism is preparing war, and
that .if it were not for the exis—
tence of the Soviet Union and of
the Workers States it would al-
ready have launched it. The
masses of the world feel that the
very: existence of the Soviet
Union is its major point of sup—
port:in. the struggle against
capitalism. They cannot formu-
late it thus theoretically, but
they work and show such under—
standing. For this, they cannot

have confidence in the Commu—

nist parties who place doubts on
the experience of the Workers
States and who seek to show the
problems of the Workers States,
like those of FPoland for example,
as ‘the same as those of capita—
lism. The maturity of the masses
impels them to intervene in the
Party, as in the case of the
Italian, to change it; but this
policy anyway deprives them of
the capacity to bring along other
sectors, and does not develop
the cadres in the clarity of the
anti-capitalist programme.

It is the backwardness of the
Communist leaders and their lack
of theoretical and political under-
-standing which makes them
doubt the experiences of the
Workers State. The masses are
much more advanced than these
leaderships - and express this
when they - mobilise against
; and the Yankee missiles,
and when they desert the mobi—
lisations which their leaders
organise  over Poland  and
Afghanistan.

The Workers States are the
instruments constructed by his—
tory as a lransitory state toward
Socialism; that is 1o say, to de—
velop measures which elevate
the social and economic condi-
tions to construct Socialism and,
at the same time, who intervene
to liquidate what remains of the
capitalist system. They are the
instruments of humanity, not of

in the world; and, as a conse- the working class of their coun—

quence, they feel the Party as
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tries. As Cde Posadas taught,

re—taking the analysis of Lenin
and Trotsky, the USSR is an
instrument of the world working
class, it is the ‘lighthouse which
illuminates the world’. Anywhere
in the world the masses consider
it as such. Not only the working
class - the influence and auth~—
ority of the USSR transcends the
proletariat;it is the centre forthe
intellectual vanguard of humanity.

This is the process which is
expressed in Greece but which
the whole world is living, and
that the Communist movement
must discuss. In Portugal and in
France also, the two Communist
parties elevate their participatia
in the process of the class

struggle. It the Portuguese
Communist Party committed im—
portant tactical errors previously
it increases its strength in the
working class and has practi—
cally doubled its votes, like
the Greek Communist Party.
The French Communist Party,
after having been the champion
of eurocommunism, changed -
even making an internal clean—
sing, throwing out a whole group
of those who have nothing to do
with Communism, maintained
their strength in the working
class, and increased their poli—
tical weight in participating in
the government of the Left in
France. It is not correct to be~
lieve that this has been a pres—
ent of Mitterand to the Commu-—
nists, but the consciousness that
these are the determining force
in the proletariat.

In the stage in which capi--
talism is exhausted and is pre-
paring war, the Party which
represents the programme of the
Workers States has an indispen—
sible function, although not in
all the countries is this process
expressed through the local
Communist Party. But, in these
countries of Europe — particular—
ly Britain and Germany — where

the proletariat is concentrated in
Social democratic parties, a Left
has developed which is close to
the Workers States and to the
USSR. It is enough to see that
the Labour Party has positions
which are,. in important aspects
like those of nuclear arms, to the
Left of the Communist parties
like the Italian, for example.
It is necessary to discuss these
conclusions in the Socialist and
Communist movement. At the
same time, it is necessary io
expect the influence of this pro—
cess within the interior of all
the Communist parties, especial—
ly of the Italian and the Spanish.
The triumph of the Greek Com-
munists increases their force to
intervene in the process of
Greece and of the world. But it
does not mean that all the prob—
lems are resolved, and that it is
necessary to expect a continuous
growth of the CP for the anti~
capitalist  transformation of
Greece. A united front of the
Communists and Socialists, of
the Posadists and of all the Left
movements, to impel and develop
the participation of the masses
in the leadership of the country
is necessary. It is necessary
that the Communist Party inter—
vene through the critical support
to the government of Papandreou




because this is the form of power

aimed at the sectors who support
PASOK as a centre to make the
country progress. There is no
perspective of development for
Greece without anti-capitalist
measures, without expropriating
big business, without the plan—
ning of production to be able to
develop transpori, make roads,
houses, hospitals, schools, to
organise agricultural provisioning
and production for the population.
iIf they do not take anti—
capitalist measures it is possible
to advance a little, as the gov—
ernment has already done, but
the advance cannot be stable
because capitalism has the
means to elude them. Hence it
is necessary to discuss the ex—
perience of the increase of
wages given at the beginning by
the government, and which is
already overtaken by inflation.
That is to say, more profound
measures are necessary against
capitalism which cannot organise
a better, more honest, adminis—
tration. This helps but does not
resolve the problems basically.

It is necessary that the Greek
Communist Parly supports the
government, but at the same time
that it discusses the experiences
which show the insutficiencies
of the programme of Papandreou.
1t is necessary lo discuss the
experience of the government of
the L.eft in France, which limited
to the Socialist programme hgs
not been capable of resolving the
problems of unemployment and of
the closing of the factories.
Without confronting the capitalist
structures, ‘it is not possible to
solve any problems, either na—
tional nor regional. This has to
be discussed, and to support
every measure of progress -
even partial and limited, It is
necessary to consider that the
base of PASOK wants to trans—
form the country, and also part of
its leadership. It lacks the ex—
perience and the understanding
to do it. For this, it is necess—
ary to open a public discussion
in the country to impel program-—
matically the anti—capitalist
process. Let there be a dis—
cussion of the world experience,
of Nicaragua, of Cuba, of Angola
and of all the Workers States.
Let there be a discussion also
of Poland and the progress. of
Poland and the internal clean—
sing. Still the insufficiencies
are the product of the lack of
experience and of the formation
of the Party; there is no
attitude on the part of the Polish
population, opposed to the Wor—
kers State, but criticisms of the
leadership, and this has to
change. While in Poland they
throw out and condemn the rob—
bers and corrupt people, in the
capitalist countries ~ in Italy,
in France, in Britain, in capita—
list Germany — it's the robbers
who govern the country and,
although denounced a thousand
times, they continue governing.
The masses see this and hence
they understand that the cam--
paign of capitalism against
Poland is to hide its crimes. It
is necessary to discuss this.

At the same time, it is not a
question of being ultimist as
regards the Socialist government

over NATO and the Yankee
bases, but it is necessary to
discuss that the centre of orga—
nisation of the resistance to the
progress of Greece flowards
Socialism is NATO, and for this
it is necessary to throw them
out. NATO js the centre of
the organisation of terrorist
attacks like the recent incendi—
ary incidents in Greece, which
are its means to impede or con—
tain the participation of the
Communists in the government
or governments of the Left;or
the tendencies of the bourgeoisie
itself which want more indepen—
dence from the Yanks, which
Moro represented in ltaly and
which led to his assassination.
It is necessary to discuss this,
showing that ail these plans of
imperialism failed like the plans
for a coup in Spain,, but it does
not mean that they adandon them.
Capitalisr; has to prepare and
make coups when it can,because
it has no other solution,and this
is part of iws nature as a system.

The Socialist—-Communist
electoral majority which exists
in Greece shows that socially
the Left is a dominating majority
in the country. It is in this
sense that it is necessary to
analyse the fact that a part of
those who voted in the can—
didates of the parties of the
bourgeoisie in the first round,
voted for the Communist list in
the second round where the two
lists of the Left conflicted. It
is not a question of a tactic of
the bourgeoisie to weaken the
government of Papandreou: the
bourgeoisie does not vote for its
class enemy. But the bourgeoi—
sie is very weak in Greece: it js
not a question of a developed
country from the capitalist point
view. On the contrary, it comes
close to the structure of the
countries of Latin America, as
Cde Posadas analysed. As a
consequence, the bourgeoisie

maintains an electorate based on |

clientelism -in the bought 'aonA
and not through its social and

 the Party.
.the most glorious in all the history

educates it.

political authority as, in part,
exists in developed capitalist
countries. Hence, in the second
round, when two lists of the Left
were presented, the population
did not have a problem in voting
for one or the other, including
voting for the Communists,
because there it could
vote freely. In the first round jt
voted for the parties of the
bourgeoisie for reasons of clien—
tele favours and/or all the other
reasons which weigh in the vote
in the municipal elections. The
bourgeoisie abstained in the
second round when its party did
not present itself. This is the
method to analyse and draw con—
clusions from this fact, which
confirms the maturity of the
population to intervene in the
Socialist fransformation  of
Greece.

We appeal for a discussionin
the Communist movement on this
experience of Greece. The
Posadist IV International parti—
cipated in this experience in a
united front with the Greek Com—
munist Party, including Posadist
candidates in two places on the
outskirts of Athens in the lists
of the KKE. This experience,

begun in 1978, occurred when our
comrade was elected as a Coun—
cillor in a Communist list who
this year, returned to be elected
as the one with the highest vote
in the Communist list. We put
here this consideration because
this united front with the Posa—
dists forms part of the quality of
the Greek Communist Party,
because the world authority of

CUBA from pagel

resolves problems, which after
allows the creation of millions of
scientists. It not only creates in-
telligence but also capacity, secur-
ity and the objective love for
humanity, creates bases which the
scientist does not have; the scien~
tist acquires them, but the Party is
the condition for this because it
develops all on the plane of honesty
and truth, of justice and of strug—
gling for what is necessary. It is
like the actions of the Bolsheviks
and iike the ssirgeant who fought
alone  against the Czaristas,
%Yhapaev. He had the education of
the Party, did not know how to read
or write — he learnt afterwards -
but he had military ideas, acquired
a knowledge of military techniques
because these were necessary for
His action was one of

of the war. Napoleon was an
apprentice by the side of Chapaev
because the latter, without arms,

.created the capacity and the will to

struggle. He had a strategy which
allowed him to use the diversion of
a river or 2 moyntain fo win time
and allow the comrades to escape
and not be killed. Napoleon, on the
other hand, was accustomed to great
things and to have all the country
at his disposal,

In Cuba the Party is necessary
as it is the educator of society.
But in Cuba it appears as only the
leader of society, and it is true that
the Parly leads society but also
Thus, between the
Party which educates and society
there is a conscious penetration

and relation. If the rParty does not
fulfil the function of educating, it
has to convince people and impose
as in Cuba now. It would be an
immense impulse if it distributed
o ‘each one according to its nec—
essity’; it would be an immense
impulse to all Latin America, more~
over it is the Soviets who pay out
not the Cubans. The Soviets give
from three to five thousand million
dollars a year in payment for the
sugar. If the Cuban sugar were sold
on the world market they would
bring in a third of what they getby
selling it to the Soviets. These
miserable ‘dissidents’ do not say a
word about this. They are roften
elements, not just mistaken.

They speak of the ‘Russians
exploiting them’, and yet the USSR
has given in these twenty years
around a hundred thousand million
dollars of help to the Cubans and
the latter have advanced very little
in relation to this hetp, and still
depend on sugar. The strength of
Fidel Castro is the strength of the
Soviet Union, but the USSR in its
turn sustains Cuba not only for the

rest of Latin America but for the
influence in Ethiopia and Angola.

It is necessary that ideas go from
Cuba, above all, on the process in
Nicaragua, a fact which measures

Posadism ~ constructed by its
theoretical leader and organiser,

triumph of the Greek Communist
Party, the triumph of the Greek

Cde Posadas — comes from the masses who have shown their
clarity of its positions before will to impel the progress toward

the Workers States, its uncondi—~ Socialism in Greece,

It is a

tional support to these, its anti~ triumph which strengthens the

capitalist programme,

and. anti-capitalist struggle through~

precision in front of the problem out the world and develops the

of war

which the capitalist authority of the Workers States

system is preparing, and not through the affirmation of the

from its number. We salute the

the strength of the intelligence,
is that our movement, being a small
group, has made theoretical ¢harac—
terisations of the greatest import~
ance ~ like the definition of the
revolutionary state which isan

intermediate stage between the

capitalist state and the Workers
State, that before did not exist and
now does. It is a stage which can
occur through the weakness of
capitalism through the very great
development of the Workers States
and through the lack of a centralised

leadership which allows going
directly from capitalism to ftoe
Workers State; thus this intermediate
stage occurs. This deiinition is of
the highest theoretical comsidera-
tion. - In the universities it appears

~as an immense theoretical quality,

the scholar defines a state and
defining the type of social state is
more imporfant than the state of
matter. We have also contributed
with definitions such as ‘political
tevolution sui generis’, which the
old International did not understand,
which were new forms of the poli-
tical revolution that Trotsky had
not posed.
THE  PARTY IN VIETNAM.
We have to intervene in Cuba,
supporting ~them in spite of the
tremendous apparatus which exists.
An example for Cuba is Vietnam
which has nothing, which is very
poor, but united all the population

and said to them, ‘Of what we
have, it is necessary to develop
a Parly for Cambodia’, and every
one gave. Vietnam has the Party
and this has known how to educate
the population. Vietnam is educat-
ing the youth, re-educating the
prostitutes who were so through
necessity, since they needed to find
the means to live so as not to die,
and now they have married, had
children and live a normal life.
Also they have won a great number
of people of the old regime: to re—
educate them was very difficult,
because there was an immense
bureaucratic apparatus and the
strength of the programme and the
revolutionary leadership can be
seen in the fact that Vietnam, with
all the difficulties, unified the
country which was very complicated
because Vietnam was another coun—
try ‘and had in common with the

North only the language and cus—
toms; -and these were relatively
small. The conduct of the popula-
tion is very beautiful, showing the
greatest abnegation and the youth
have no difficulty with people.
There are convlicts, but they are
minimal, Vietnam is animated to

reconstruct Laos and Cambodis,
and has won a great number of
refugees who remain, or if they go
their children remain. In Cuba also
the same has happened, the parents
go and the sons and daughters
temain.

Greek Communist Party.

The newspapers speak of the
15,000 Vietnamese who went to
North America, but it does not
appear that all leave Vietnam with
resentment since the opinion of
many of these refugees is that in
Vietnam there is an immense pro-
gress, above all in the cultural
aspect. It is the same concern that
they have in Vietnam and Cambodia
when they construct schools and
hospitals, and where doctors are
being educated in plenty. Also,
my concern is fo construct leading
cadres: ten cadres dedicated in-
tegrally to this activity are worth
thousands. People have the same

qualities as we have, but do not
have them organised, nor have the
capacily, and have not bheen able to
make the experience — and thus we
do it.  What we are goes for every—
body, although they may not have
been able to make the experience.
Therefore the Socialist revolution
advances‘the more people advance,
and give order to thought. Hence
the Parly is the basis of everything
and my struggle has always been
to construct it.

The Party is the element which
constructs society, but the Party
has various stages: one thing is the
Party before the taking of power
and the other after the daking of
power, and another in this stage of
history. In this stage of history,
the Party is more extended, thus

the more capable cadres of the Party
have facilitated action and develop
millions ,which is what | am doing.
I seek to procure the construction
of a team of comrades who have
their minds placed in this activity.

These are problems of life. The
best way to resolve the problems of
life is the life of the Party. In the
Party all the sensations of life
live, and the greatest most complete
organising sensation of life is that

which puts human beings in contact
not as men and women, but as human
beings. This is the most complete
value, because it opens all the
gates to all the leaderships and ali
the steps to go to whatever height.
It is the most complete experience
there is, including that of having a
child. The Parly is the instrument
of history, and the Communist Party
is the instrument of history. It does
not have all the right ' notes’ but it
is the instrument of history and
hence our concern is to make our
sections and leaderships influence
the Communist parties who are going
to. ‘have to progress..

This has to be discussed in
Cuba and to see that the measures
which they have taken of material
stimulus the Soviets already did in
their epoch, but the conditions were
different ~ but now the article has
appeared they pose it as a retreat.
The Cubans have no other example
and thus they must be under the
pressure of the Soviets, because

Turn to page 4
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Serpellthe crisis of capitalism andworkers
and popular control | ¥

What. detaiis of Serpefl. Report
on British. Rail that have so far
surfaced are symptomatic of the
total and final crisis of the capi-
talist system. ‘The Serpell Inquiry’
was not any sort of ‘inquiry’ but a
planning committee for the Thatcher
clique. Its proposals, if implemen~
ted, would be fantamount to the
destruction of the railway network
in Britain and prove that capitalism
has absolutely no interest in the
development of the economy. One
of the ‘Serpell” proposals ~ to cut
the rail network from 10,800 miles
to 1,600 miles — would mean 3
virtugl uestruction of the rail net-
work, The Thatcher feam prepares
for war, As the leading team of
Brilish capitalism, it really has
no other perspective, and these
proposals are an expression of this
fact,

As always with capitalism, these
proposals are directed against the
population in:general and the wor-
kers in the industry, but they also
damage the interests of capitalist
industry.  The industrialists, for
their own profit; need the rail net-
work for the movement of goods and,
inasfar as the majof industrial con-
centrations and big cities are con-
cerned, for the movement of labour.
The team that Thatcher has drawn
around herself becomes more and
more - abstracted from  traditional
-bourgeois. - democracy -and pariia—
mentary government,. These ‘Serpeil’
proposals show: that the leading
team of capitalism is not interested
_either _in the development of the
gconomy-~of in electoral process.
The proposals to end season: ticket
concessions and to raise by 40%
in real terms (on commuter services)
affects a whole strate of the popu-
lation which is the electoral base
of the Tory party. This being said,
it does not exclude the possibility
that the government may keep quiet
about ‘Serpe!ll’ until after the next
general election, but this new piece
of evidence of the bankruptcy of the
capitalist system and its inability
to develop ~the “economy is ‘now
public. e

This report blatantly shows the
capitalists - disregard-for the inter-
ests - and.-the very lives -of the
people. According to ‘Serpell’; not
only-is British Rail too big, itis
also: too-safe,  If these proposals
were carried out and safety on the
railways was reduced to the level
of that on the roads, it is estimated
that 350 more people a year would
be killed,  Superficiatly, it might
seem that the intention of proposing
to cut the rail network is to favour
the motor vehicle: manufacturers,
but these wmanufacturers use the

railways extensively, and. cheaply,
to move their production — particu—
larly vehicles for export. In reality,
‘Serpell” is part of the picture of
British capitalism concentrating iis
diminishing forces .in preparation
for war,

In marked contrast, the Workers
States are expanding their rail net-
works in response to the needs of
the people and to their growing
economies, The Seviet Union, for
example, is planning a massive ex-
pansion programme in which there
will- be a 3,000 mile extension,
westward, of the Baikal-Amur
railway (now already 1,700 miles
fong). Clearly, rail transport will,
in the future, be superceded, but
at the moment, it is a.necessary
and collective form of transport ~
‘as opposed to the individual chaos
of ‘motor vehicles under capitalism
~"and an expression of the staie of
the economy.

One of the most crazy of the
‘Serpell’ proposals is o close the
British Rail Engineering workshops,
when there is an expansion of the
railways not only  in the Workers
States but in France, for example.
Zimbabwe, with a railway nelwork
dependent on South Africa (a legacy
of colonialism) has a great need of
focomotives and - rolling~stock,
There is a world market for the pro-
duction of the British Rail engin~
gering works, and Thatcher’s hench—
men are proposing to close it down!
Even from a capitalist point of view
these proposals make no sort of
economic semse.

The railway is not only the
source of employment for a guarter
of a milttion or so-workers but an
essential service for a sizeable
proportion of the population.  There
has to be mobilisation of the rail
workers to confront the government;
the ‘triple alliance’ of steel workers
and miners and rail workers has to
be given an organic form with joint
committees organised locally, At
the same time, the rail workers have
to- turn- to -their natural allies: the
people who use the rail service.

These proposals would mean a
savage blow af the rail workers,
creating massive sackings. i
Weighell had not already been thrown
out of the NUR he

would have been at this point.
There is no way for the rail trade
union ieadership to conciliate with

‘Serpell’s. The rail workers have
already proved to themselves, with
the actions to  prevent the closure
of the Shildon and Norwich work—
shops, that the only way of defend-
ing their jobs is by mobilisations.
At the same time, to resist ‘Serpel’
means to confront the government -~
and:h itvis not a struggle
that can be confined to the industry.

The policy of the NUR (National
Union of Railway workers) and other
raif unions for a national integrated
transport system has to be given a
real -programmatic form which in~
cludes proposals for the control of
raitways by ‘the workers and the
people who use the service. The
example of the wminers' sirikes of
the ‘70's with the use of ‘flying
pickets’ which™ successfully
mobilised sectors of ‘the population
~"has {0 be faken. Commitiees of
the three rail unions and the ‘popu-
lation need to be organised and, in
a campaign to defend the railways,
they can form the basis of committ~
ees that would run the railways
under workers' and popular control,

In all this:the Labour Left has
a key role. Any campaign against
the government,-any workers mobi-
lisation;, has-to form part -of the
overall struggle against capitalism.
The Labour Party has to fulfil twe
functions,” One is to act as a bridge

between the workers and the popu~

fation -in general; and the other is
that of a political leadership, ~This
means that the Labour Left should
play a leading role in the formation
of local committees on the basis of

ca Clearly. defined. programme. which 3

includes the extension of nationali-
sation and. workers’ and -popular
control, -1t has to set this pro-
gramme. in the context of an overall
Socialist programme and perspective.
This policy: of support: for, and
leadership. to, mobilisation: of- the
workers and  population. has:- an
electoral usefulness also.. Many
peaple, commuters into London, for
example, who voied for the Con-
servatives . at the last . general
election, could be won to Labour
if they saw a Labour Party prepared
to lead mobilisations and to impose
a Socialist policy. I the railway
workers are to be mobilised against
‘Serpell’, .and it is going to be

difficult for the trade union leader—.

ship to avoid .it, then the Labour
Left has to take the initiative.
Initially, this has to take the form
of the widest possible discussion
in the workplaces and amongst the
population generally on the basis
that there should be an extension of
the railways, more public expendi-
ture, and that the railways should
be run under workers' and popular
control.

GREENHAM COMMON AND THE
MOVEMENT FOR UNILATERAL NUCLEAR
DISARMAMENT.

1t is important to see the profound
significance of the Greenham Com~
mon movement, the massive inter—
vention of women, a movement of
life against the system of death,
the accumulation of nuclear weapons
by the capitalist sysiem.
All this has followed from the
function of the Workers States
which gives a perspective to the
population against capitalisn.

4

The women who
intervened at Greenham Common
received their confidence from both
a world and national ambience., The

masses see clearly that it is im-
perialism which murders people in
Lebanon, EI Salvador, Northern ire—
land, and which creates war in the
South Atlantic; while the Soviet
Union and the Workers States defend
the forces of progress. At the same

time, it would not be possible for
them to intervene with the decision
that they have without an ambience
of support in the population as a
whole — one which the trade union
leadership has done its best to con—
tain -and fragment and which the
Labour Party as an organisation is
unprepared to lead.

Imperialism has been shaken by
the power and extent of the anti~

Editorial  from pagel
These fears and uncertainties are further deepened by the
terroris Echaracter of the Thatcher clique. = The open terrorism of police
squads in Northern lreland, who kill people -on any, or no, exctse, has now
extended itself to the streets of London. The effect of this is to further
weaken the little social support that remains to the capltalist system.
THE FAVOURABLE WORLD BALANCE OF FORCES.

The masses are not terroriseds. The water workers' strike shows this.
As does the actions of the women at Greenham Common. The confidence
displayed by the water workers, in front of a situation in which theyre—
ceive little support of leadership either from the trade unions cenirally
or from the Labour Party, is .a product of the favourable world balance of
forces, The same is true of the Greenham Common women. There is no
other way to explain this. _The water workers follow the ASLEF strike
and the Health workers and civil service strike, all of which. got little
support: and. no leadership. If they launch themselves. in this confident
manner it is only because they feel this favourable balance of forces.

It is important, that Foot publicly supported the
Greenham_Common women. - This shows that he Is. open to. pressure for
advance. The change of position in relation to the candidature of Peter
Tatchell is a proof that he is capable of change and advance, He reflects,
in a not very consistent way, the actual balance of forces in the Labour
Party. - There is a powerful and growing Left in both.the Labour Party
and trade unions, but it is unco-ordinated. its advance is limited by the
fact that it has no political life, no life ot discussions This means that
the world process does not weigh fully.. The Lett has made certain advan-
ces within the structure of the Labour Party and, to a Jesser extent, in the
trade union. However, that structure tends to keep..the Left separated
rather than to unify. it :

It is now both possible and necessary for the Left to organise itself
as a consistent anti—capitalist tendency, and. this has to be done on the
basis of raising the level of discussion and co—ordinating. it on a national
scalgs An electoral campaign will be under-way very shortly and the Left
has to use this as a means of discussion, both amongst itself and with the
population generallys It certainly has to fight:for the programme al ready
attained ~ particularly nuclear disarmament - but In the context of a
discussion on all the .experiences which make up the present world balarice
of forces which is favourable to the advance to Socialism.
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pucleat movement and, as in Britain, the women, children and workers on
its response is confused. all the most social and  political
... To contain the movement issues would influence - enormously
Pym has said the Soviet pro~ and attract votes through giving the
posals have to be discussed. Pariy the quality of decision, of
Thatcher, to maintain her position force and  association with the
and affirm the policy -of imperialist population. The intervention o the
aggression, goes to the Malvinas. women is a profound indication of
This is to re—assert the imperialist the elevation of social relations in
strategy of confrontation and re— the population going completely
pression . of the anti~imperialist against all the social relations
movements. But imperialism has no generated by capitalism, and anti-
arguments. They dare not discuss cipates, as did the rebellion of the =
and, ai the same time, they do not youth in Toxteth, profound revo-
have the means of the fascists just lutionary processes.

toh crush .any form of opposition.

The fact that Foot, the leader of the BRI iy :
Labour Parly, supporied the demon~ SCIENTIFIC CULTURAL AND
stration is of the greatest importance POLITICAL EDITIONS

and shows how. the Labour Parly no :

longer sustains the capitalist sys- BCM BOX 6220

tem and is o%liged to respond to tae LONDON WCIV §XX :
most progressive advance in. the . ~
population. . -Even though Foot is Tﬁetffgnimarks 6220, LOKDOR
formally agreed. with - staying in
NATO, he aligns himself with the
movement against nuclear weapons
and against the NATO alliance.
In this respect, the anti-nuclear
programme of the Labour Parly is to
the Left of the Communist parties,

e cean s B wews

CUBA. from page}

they depend on them. If the Cuban’s
sugar sold on the world market they
would get a third less than they
do at the present moment. The
) ; Soviets do this as a form of aid.
ham Common women is an example The italian Communists should ex-
of democracy in action: not a pass~ pjain the sense of such economic
ive waiting upon the ballot box and~ peagyres which the Cubans are
its restricted purpose, but a popular taking. They reduce their impor-
intervention combining ideas and tance, and thus they do not explain.
action. It is such forces which can The Communists should explain,

be used much more, even in the pecayse otherwise it gives the im-
restricted field of an electoral presion of failure, and so they

fight. The Right is always terrified o4y cate the Communist militant to
of popular interventions in election see that private initiative is good
time on the pretext that it will lose . 'socialism, Their objective is to
votes. - On. the contrary, it only show this for Italy
loses the votes of the most timid ')
and conservative. A mobilisation of .

The demonstration of the Green—
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The Centenary of the death of Marx sees the triumph

nate the elements of corruption and release the forces

KARL MARX 1818-1883.

of his
ideas in the progress of the Soviet Union and the Workers Sta~
tes, and the remorseless disintegration of what remains of
capitalism, Marx developed the most profound achievement in
human thought since the Greeks and embodied in his 1ife and
dedicatlon, a new stage in human history, October 1917 was
the concrete result of his ideas which gave the vanguard of
humanity the confidence that Communism was inevitable,andthat
humanity could dominate itz own future, Today, with all the
greatest and noblest in human history, from the earliest Civi-
lisations to now and with the creative contributions
of Engels, Lenin, Trotsky and Posadas, Marx is entirely pre-
sent, anticipating -as Trotsky said-~ the "New peaks" of capa~
city that will arise in the inexhaustible progress of Communism
in unity with the Cosmos,

L=

EDITORIAL

THE DISINTEGRATION OF
'THE FORCES OF CAPITALISM, -
AND THE NEED FOR AN

ORGANISED LABOUR LEFT

The recent interventions of comrade Andropov announcing a
new anti-bureaucratic offensive in the Soviet Union, to e?im;
)
creation of the Soviet population, plus the declaration that
the advance towards socialism has to be seen within a  world
framework (thus in effect burving notions of socialism in one
country) have a profound importance. They show the determina-

tion of the Soviet Teadership to pursue the struggle for
socialism unceasingly. Although at
this moment a mass Communist International does not exist,
as it once did in the days of the Comintern of Lenin and

Trotsky, the leadership of the Soviet Union is more conscious
of the necessity to operate at the most elevated level and to
intervene internally and externally to impel the struggles
against the forces of imperialism and internal conservatism.

Yankee imperialism which requires to centralise the forces
of world capitalism is more and more in a deepening process
of confrontation with its European "allies® over everything
from negotiating with the Soviet Union to agricultural compe-
tition. Economic war intensifies between the various states
and weakens the centralised character of the capitalist sys -
tem. The visit of Cheysson to Moscow, of Vogel of the German
SDP, are all signs of the growing weight of the Soviet Union
in capitalist Europe, European capitalism tends to balance
away from the Yanks towards the Soviet Union, It is an
unprecedented situation and accelerates the decomposition of
capitalism as a system,

THE SOVIET UNION DECIDES

In all this process the Labour Party is linked to the Wor
kers States, to the Soviet Union,primarily through the policy
of rejecting missile bases in Britain. Hence, the attacks of
the most vicious sectors of capitalism against Foot, A whole
campaign has been developed against the Labour Party with all
manner of mythical garbage about the Labour Party falling to
pieces and "Foot has to go". This goes with all the nazi ty~-
pe agitation about the Soviet economy being about to collapse,
This shows the character of capitalism at this stage~its only
weapons are.distortion and lies and fundamentally they  have
no effect. They may fi1l.the columns of the capitalist press
but the capacity of capitalism to stay the course of history
is nill, The central issue is not the capacity of capitalism
but the need of humanity to organise itself for the stage of
socialism. When Pym as part of the stupid campaign  against

turn to page 4
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RESOLUTION ON LATIN AMERICA

THE POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL.

The Parliamentary elections in
Brazil, the general strike of the
6 December, and the mobilisations
in Argentina are an expression of the
depth of the anti-imperialist and
anti~capifalist process in Latin
America which have taken more pro—-
nounced forms since the conflict of
the Malvinas Islands. The trip of

. Reagan through Brazil, Colombia and

Central America was to contain this
process, particularly to contain the
national bourgeois currenis which,
in front of the economic and social
crisis, have no other solution than

 to oppose imperialism. At the same

time, it seeks to give security fto
high finance and the oligarchies
linked  to - imperialism in  Yankee
support, in front of the revolutionary
development in the world and in
Latin America. Sectors of olizar—
chic origin seek a policy of greater
independence from imperialism, as
expressed in Belancouri in Cojombia,
Imperialism sees the development
of the intervention of the masses of
Latin "America and that sectors
imperialism
now seek to support themselves in
the masses to confront it. These
objectives of the ftrip of Reagan
have failed complelely. He has not
won any important economic agree—
ments and, politically, he has had o
listen to declarations of indepen—
dence, in the case of Brasil, and to
hostility in the case of Colombia
which defended Cuba and condemned
Yankee policy in Central America.

The experience of Nicaragua and
of E1 Salvador shows that the Yanks
cannot now intervene and impose as
before, because they fear the re~
action of all Latin America but alse
the reaction within the USA iiself.
But, at the same time, it shows that
imperialism seeks forms of inter-
vening  secretly, clandestinely,
because now it cannot live with the
processes of national and social
liberation. It cannot do it because,
in the present stage of the world
crisis of capitalism and of the
capitalist system, any process leads

to the expropriation of imperialism
and the development of a system of
agreements with the Workers States,
with Cuba and with the Soviet Union.

Nicaragua, in order to progress, has
to do it in this way — otherwise the
Yanks would liquidate them.
Bourgeois sectors of Latin America
with a certain weight see that there
is no other solution; above ali they
see that to continue submitted to
the Yanks is death. But neither do
they have in capitalist Europe an
ally capable of giving a selution,
even transitorily, and, as a conse-
quence, they try to gain time, making
agreements with the Workers States
which offer them opportunities of
frade and of investments. 1t is
sufficient to consider the com-
mercial sgreements of the Soviets
with Argentina, of the purchase of
meat and of wheat; and the invest-
ments in the construction of hydro—
electrical ~ centres or of sieel
furnaces in Bolivia and Peri by the
Soviets; or the proposal made by the
Soviets to Braxil to establish mixed
enterprises ~ (Soviet—Brasilian) 1o
make great projects of infrastructure
in Africa.

Reagan went to Latin America
without having anything fto offer
apart from arms to the dictatorships
of Central America. Brasil itself
did not accept reactivating military
freaties broken by the initiative of
Brasil three years ago. The bourge~
oisie sees that the loan which the
bourgeoisie is giving is net fo
develop the economy or sociely, but
serves to pay the debt with the
Yanks themselves and fo maintain
dependency. Hence the Brasilian
press laughed at the loan of a
million dollars of Reagan as the
external debt of Brasil is ninety
thousand million dollars. -

The failure of the trip can bhe
measured alse in the fact that
Brasil has resolved to stop paying
the external debt, altnough it ma
be for some months and afthoug
an agreement maw be signed with
the IMF in which they foresee that
the economy of the oountry will be
mobilised 1o pay this debt. 3But
what counis and is transcendent is
that this attitude to exert a pressure
on imperialism shows that imperia~
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which did not pay the debt had its
government immediately overthrown
by a coup or directly invaded.
Today they have to put up with
measures like those of their neigh~
bour Mexico, which nationalises the
bank and they cannot intervene; with
out speaking of Nicaragua which
went much further. Hence the
measure of Brasil has importance,
although it does not mean a change
of military government which was
the element which pushed the coun~
try: to this-situation, but indicales
the profound struggle in the bourge—
oisie itself and in sectors of the
army for a confrontation with
imperialism.

There is a sector of the national
bourgeoisie in Brasil, with weight
and a certain importance, represent—
ed by the ex—Minister of the military
govemmmeni, Severs Gomez, who
proposed a national mobilisation not
to pay the external debt.  General
Andrade Seros, ex-head of the
General Staff of the armed forces,
goes travelling all over the country
giving conferences on the same
theme. A Senator who was of the
party of the government, Teotonio
Vilela, today of the opposition and
a member of the sugar oligarchy,
appealed for a reception for Reagan
arms in hand and not paying the
external debt. That is to say, the
confradictions between the Latin
American bourgeoisie and imperia—
lism increase, and this exerts a
pressure on these sectors for more
profound - initiatives.

At the same tieme, there is very
great maturing of the masses of
Latin America, influenced by the
world.  Without parties, without
trade unions, and without demo-
cratic rights, the masses have lived
politically and have elevated their
experience and  understanding.

When they can express themselves,
they do it at a level which does not
correspond with their local exper—
ience but to that which comes from
the world. Hence, in Argentina,
after fiving for a period of years of
dictatorship, the proletariat takes
turn to page 3 ,
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Mediaeval Festivals,

capitalist culture
and private property

Hindu etc)s This

J POSADAS
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This article by Cde Posadas

is making the point that capitalism, in ferms of general culture, is still
linked to all manner of detritus from feudalism, outmoded customs that are
: treated with antiquarian reverence because the present social order wishes
to maintain a link with the backward past, because it Is Itself backward —
hence the uncritical attitudes to various past artistic systems (mediaeval,

continues in many forms,

and most of the

film and television is still linked to all manner of degrading conceptions,
including misrepresentations of history. ‘The advance of culture depends
on the elimination of capitalism, the elevation of human relations, through—
out the planet and integration with the cosmos.

The cultural and social de—
velopment of capitalism could
not create something superior to
feudalism. It had to continue
submitting itself to all these
motifs like the carnival which is
united, anyway, to private pro~
perty. Fear, timidity, the super—
stition of the epoch of feudalism
which the carnival represented,
unites it to private properly.
They are all superstitions and
rites of feudal properly and,
afterwards, were continued for
the use of capitalism, because
they coincided with private pro—
perty. - This is what the carnival
shows,

it is interesting, although not
very importantto see the effort
of the Poles or of the Hungarian
to make a new cinema. It is not
new, but it is their ailtempt to
make a cinema which comes out
of all this crap.

The Spaniards, during the

conquest developed little culture
and little technology in produc—
tion. . The superiority of the
‘French and the British over the
Spaniards was due to their sup—
eriority of technology in produc—
tion. On the base of the tech—
nology and production which they
elevated, they needed a betler
culture. = The economy forced
them to develop culture. Although
there were some people, like
Cooke, who was very cultured,
or Nelson, they operated as a
function of conquest. Thus, in
that period, conquest was one
of the greatest qualities of the
human being. For the Dutch,
accumulating money was the
outstanding concern as in  that
painting of the Dutch merchant
who is with a young woman
and has one hand on her breast
and the other on the gold — and
he is looking at the gold and so
does the woman. Then there is
a Dutch painting of 1600,0f some
children playing with the money
of their parenis, with the same
atmosphere.

The objective of this ex—

to develop and transform illusion
to live a fantasy. That is what
this amounts to. It has no rea—
son for culture or society, or
fraternity or human relations,
Basically, to do this is a dis-—-
traction, fo forget the present,
to live it but to forget it. This
is one of the crudest, oneiric
forms that exists for the human
being, because it is unreal and
totally remote, at the very mom—
ent in which a child is being
born under water, and the capa—
city is developing to unite the
human being with the cosmos.
This exhibition, on the other
hand, ‘is an evapofation of the
intelligence. This exhibition is
organised not only for commerce
but for the top layers of capita—
lism; not the government or the
Party, but bourgeois layers with
the initiative for this. They
make bacchanalias when they do
this, and the Carnival of Rio de
Janeiro has the same sense.
That has the African tradition,
it's true, but there was also the
Venetian tradition which, in its
epoch, was a progress. The
Venetian Carnival of 15001600
was not like this. It was an
exhibition of power, of force
against the rest, and Venice
dominated a number of countries;
but it stimulated culture. Where—
ever there was a Venetian, they
made windows, and people said
‘how beautiful’. Someone else
came and gave you a window,
and that was a shambles. They
made some beautiful, harmonious
constructions. In Holland,
Amsterdam itself, there is a
popular area with Venetian win—
dows and with a fine vista. To~
gether with the canals it is a
small Venice.

The Vikings have a great
place in history because they
represented courage, audacity,
decision, and the sentiment of
investigation in travel. But they
are often regarded as barbarians.
What they did is the dream of the
capitalist traders.

This exhibition recordas the

hibition(1) of bits and pieces is Middle Ages, the epoch from
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War, Peace

11001200 and of the Inquisition
in Spain. The function of the
Inquisition was to stop every
form of anti-religious thought.
Every thought that would not
speak and would not submit to
the Church was anti-religious.
All this was the epoch of the
Inguisition, and they want fto
record the Venice of 1600, but
it is not in this way that it is
represenied. = The Venetians,
like the Florentines, were an
agile people. They are repre-
sented as lithe, In the Camnival
of today the Venetian Carnival
is not represented: Then,
there was a reason for it's exis~
tence, Venetian.
society felt itself to be
superior to all the rest of Italy,
militarily included. It conquered
cities, but at the same time as
it . conquered, it developed a
great deal. ' Now, in this ex—
hibition,only the most retrograde
elements are ' represented.

The reasons for the ‘'race’ in
Siena was the simulation of the
different communes in confron—

tation. This is the origin of this

game (2). Instead of real fights
they made a game, which for that
time was a progress. It is not
by chance that this was done in
Florence,

In Turin they made aggressive
competitions. The Carnival of
Rio is another type.

These fiestas were not fo

‘entertain people, but to maintain

the principle of the ruling class
that they were the most powerful
-~ the ones who gave orders.
They kept people entertained
like the Roman Circus. It was
a continuation of the Roman Cir~
cus, without killing people, but
it had the same sense.

(1) Refers to an exhibition of
Mediaeval antiquities.

(2) Refers to the ‘Palio’ (a
horse race around the central
square in Siena. It originated in
the middle ages, where the riders
represented the different com-
munes of the region).
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THE NUR ELECTIONS, TRADE UNION
DEMOCRACY AND THE ADVANCE OF

THE ANTI CAPITALIST STRUGGLE.

The National Union of Railway—
men s not amongst the most
important Unions in Britain, It does
not compare in size with the TGWU
‘or the AUEW, or NUPE or the NUM,
but the removal of the General
Secretary, Sydney Weighell, was an
important event for the whole Trade
Union movement. [t was part of the
break-up of the bureaucratic
apparatus of the Trade Unions in the
sense that Weighell was a pillar of
the most reactionary elements of the
Trade Union apparatus.

On the other hand, the election
for General Secretary of the NUR
shows the crying need for genuine
democracy in the Trade Unions. The
rules of the NUR forbid candidates
campaigning for the elections This
effectively ties the hands of the

§ mass of workers in the Union — and

the candidat e, or candidates,closest
to their Interests — whilst leaving
the apparatus free 1o manoeuvre,
Weighell was not just an individual
but a representative of a whole
strata of the apparatus which, in the
NUR, remains intacts

The electoral rules which leave
the elections within the structure of

_the -apparatus necessarily favour

this apparatus. At the same time
the bourgeois press can — and does
carry out its own campaign in sup-
port of the candidate, or candidates,
most  favourable to maintaining
Thus, the electoral
campaign for a new General Secre—
tary of the NUR is carried out

" through the medium of the bourgeois

press, and ‘unofficial’ circulars are
suppresseds This is a bureaucracy

which rests on an apparatus, and the
most passive elements of the Union

membership; as opposed to demo—
¢racy which allows the full inter—
vention of the mass of the workers.

The Trade Union leaderships,
having been largely passive in front
of the attacks launched by the
Thatcher government on the working
class, have mobilised no sector; nor
have they co—ordinated the struggles
that have actually appeared, The
Water Workers follow ‘in a long line

of working class sectors who have
jaunched struggles and have been
left to fight the government on their
own. However, the confidence of
the Water Workers in launching and

maintaining such a struggle is a
measure of the spirit and confidence
of the working class. This is de—
termined by the favourable world
balance of forces,

If it were not for this favourable
world balance of forces the working
class in Britain would have been
deterred from any real action by the
very fact of four million — and more
— unemployed; by the fact that 52
per cent of youth leaving school is
out of a job. If the working class
had a means of expression - an
effective leading centre this
Thatcher government would have
been brought down long ago. There
is a crying need for an advance in
Trade Union democracy, for pre~
cisely this reason. The existence
of the Soviet Union and the other
Workers States (Socialist countries)

forces is favourable to the advance
to Socialisms Part of this advance
is shown ~— in the Soviet Union, for
example — in the fact that Andropov
holds meetings with workers in the
factories: and this is more than can
be said of Thatcher or even of the
Trade Union Ieadership in this
country. At the same time, Trade
Union leaders -~ and factory or
state administrators — who do not
represent the interests of the wor—
kers are removeds The Socialist
countries face a barrage of criticism
but they have a great deal to teagh
to the Labour Movement in this
couniry about democracy.

There has been an important
advance, on the organisational and
programmatic levels, by the Labour
Left; but the Trade Unions remain
the most immediate form of organ—
isation and expression of the wor—
king class. In the past few years,
a great deal has been said about
democracy in the Labow Party and
who should elect the Party Leader,
but very little has been said about
the Trade Unions.

There 1S no wemocracy in ab—
stracts There needs o be a con—
crete programme for democragy, At
the centre of any programme for
democratic advance is the Trade
Union is the demand for instant
recall for all workers® representa—
tives, At the same time, there
should be no financial advantage
for representatives, who should be
paid the average wage of the wor—
kers they represents Above all,
there has to be the means which
allow the mass of the workers to
intervene, discuss, exchange ideas,
and make decisions. Mass meetings
and rallies have their uses, but
smaller committees in the work—
place have to be organised as a
medium of interchange of ideas,
discussion, decision taking, and
implementation of decision. It is
easy to see why the Thatcher clique
and the leading layers of capitalism
favour postal ballots in the Trade
Unions: any sort of ballot! They
would do anything to prevent the
intelligence, in the true sense of
the word, of the working class
finding a means of expression.

There s little doubt that a
General Secretary who is outside of
the old and discredited apparatus
represented by Weighell will. be
elected by the NUR. Despite the
essentially undemocratic nature of
the elections, it is unlikely that
Weighell will be replaced by some~
one of the same "stable’s Moreover,
the situation is constantly changing
and demands better leadership.
Therefore the election will be an
advance, but a very small one com—
pared with what [Is necessary.
What is necessary is an advance of
genuine trade union democracy, and
this, in a country like Britain, has
oarticularly Important implications
for the advance of the anti—
capitalist strugglie.

determine that the world balance of
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the country along to a general strike
which paralyses everything, inclu—
ding the flies. A few days after,
more than 150,000 people mobilised
in the Plaza de Mayo; that is to say,
the population  decided to inter—
vene very profoundly and is leaming
to do it. They are learning from the
world process. The movement of
the mothers in the Plaza de Mayo
before these mobilisations repre—~
sented this social resolution which
was preparfig in Argentina. The
mothers were not intimidated even
when they were the only ones who
mobilised, and they assembled to
confront the dictatorship. They did
not feel themselves alone, they feit
and feel supported by the masses
of Europe through the social strug~
gles throughout the world and by
the Workers States. They form part
of the level of social decision which
is now a conguest of humanity but
which Argentina expressed in the
first place in this way.

The struggle of the mothers of
the Plaza de Mayo has the same
objective of the mothers (mothers
and children) in Britain who block~
aded with their bodies the entrance
fo the Yankee military base or of the
lranian women who, with their
children in their arms, confronted
the armies of the Shah. Hence the
dictatorship in Argentina cannot
hreak the decision and the will of
the mothers and grandmothers, and
it is they who have triumphed.
When they pose that they want their
children alive ~ even knowing that
the majority are assassinated ~ they
are showing the depth of their
decision to go to the end, but not
for their sons only but to change the
situation which provoked the death
of their children. They do not fight
for the son or the relative: they
want real change: and as there is no
political leadership, this movement
is expressed in this way because, in
the demonstrations and in the
general strike, a programme with the
depth of the changes which the
masses and the mothers of the
Plaza de Mayo want is not present.
It is true thaf it is not a political
movement, in the form, because the
depth of the human sentiment of the
mothers of the Plaza de Mayo can
only find a response in the struggle
for the transformation of society.

They are part of the maturity which
exists in humanity to change human
relations, which is constructing
sentiments and. conduct which now
do not correspond to capitalist
sociely.

This shows the influence of the
world in the concrete process of
Argentina. When the Soviets re—
ceive such demonsirations of
affection in Argentina, it is an
expression of the understanding
which exists in the masses of the
world process. The population feels
supported in the struggle against
the dictatorship and imperialism,
for the Workers States and the
revolutionary world movement.

Thus it means that these move-
ments of Argentina are much more
profound than the simple struggle
against the dictatorship. The same
is expressed in the movement which
is developing in the popular press,
which shows the decision to inter-
vene by the population even when
they still cannot do it through trade

unions and parties. The movement
which extends from the children to
the grandparents expresses a level
of social understanding and security
which is going to determine the
content of the process in the next
stage.

There is no leadership which
represents this process: those who
intervene are by-passed, whether
it is the unions or the so—called
multi-party group led by the bourge—
oisie. But these are the leaderships
who have the means to make a

transitory leap in front of the dyna-—
mism of the crisis of the dictatorship
and are obliged to do it. Henee a
sector of the bourgeoisie comes out,
like Alfonsis of the Radical Party
who goes quite far in his anti-
imperialist, proposals. At the same
time, in Peronism more profound
currents are developing, which
partly the newspaper ‘La Voz’ ex-
presses, whose programme and
orientation is ‘from Campora to the
Left',  They are currents who see in
the Workers States an example in
order to resolve the problems of the
economy and of society, which does
not mean that they are Commu-
nists. This is a new quality of

nationalism which is developing
throughout Latin America as a
result of the influence of the world
process and of the complete crisis
of the capitalist system.

The elections in Brasil form part
of the elevation of the process in
Latin America. The defeat of the
militaty government was much more
extensive than appeared in . the
press. The opposition gained more
than seventy per cent of the votes
and won the government of the most
important provinces, and it s
necessary io consider that the
opposition was divided into four
parties. . Another important aspect
was the result obtained by the
workers’ parly, led by Lula, which
got almost two million votes alone
in the province of Sao Paulo, which
shows the decision of an important
sector of the working class to inter~
vene politically. At the same lime,
there was the triumph of Brizzola in
Rio de Janeiro, who went to the
elections with a programme of de-
mands for sectors of the poorest
and most in need of the population.
fience, in a short time, his candi-
dature mobilised and attracted the
majority of the working class and of
the poor petit bourgeoisie which
saw in him a more decided centre,
one with more possibilities of
triumphing than the candidature of
the opposition led by the bourgeoisie
(PMDBI). The masses have shown
a very great maturity in the vote
even without leadership and with
divided forces they have known how
to concentrate the vote to defeat the
government. At the same time, in
the vote to Lula is expressed a
sector of the workers’ vanguard and
of the petit bourgeoisie which wants
te go much further, continuing the
experience of an independent parly
of the working class.

The experience of Brasil is im~
portant in order to consider the
forms which the process is acquit~
ing. The movement of Lula is still
in process of being structured. It is
a leadership which is learning on
the march,that  has no necéssary
previous preparation. They have

not obtained a greater vote because
it is still a movement which does

not appear before the population as
a political and programmatic centre
to resolve the problems of the
country, but which presents itself
as a workers’ leadership which
defends the working class but still
without representing the whole of
country. That is to say,.it is sup~
ported and sustained on the social
and trade union strugsles, but
politically it has still not gained
the confidence of the population -
and in a country without experience
of party life, of trade union and
cenlralised life, the leaderships
win authority in processes of con-
frontations and definitions which
require a longer stage than Lula
and his comrades have lived.

Although the crisis of capitalism
is very profound, the rhythm of the
process does not-wait on the matur~
ing of the movement of Lula, just
as it does not wait on the Commu-
nists who continue behind the
bourgeois opposition of the PMDB.
The triunph of Briz ola, the de-
clarations of Severp Gomez, of
Taotonio Vilela, of General Serpa,
show sectors of the bourgeoisie that
they have to go further in the con—
frontation with imperialism, and
this requires more profound demo-
cratic rights. Hence, this has gone

as far as appealing for the creation

of a popular movement against the
payment of the external debt which
is not a simple manoeuvre. As a
consequence conditions develop for
an alliance with these sectors to
impel the anti-imperialist struggle
based on the intervention of the
masses. DBrizola and Severa Gomez
want to lead the movement, but
realise that to have a public they
have to go fo the Left. The alliance
with this sector does not mean to
abandon the experience of Lula but,
on the contrary, to participate,
maintaining the demands of the
workers’ movement and advancing
in the anti-capitalist programmatic
discussion. For this activity the
movement of Lula can be an instri~
ment which fulfils this function.

In this stage of history the
movement of the bourgeoisie against
imperialism has to take on a much
greater profundity than in the past

In the world
new conditions have developed in
which the decisive fact is the inter—
vention of the Workers States which
support and help the anti-imperialist
processes. As.a consequence they
give rise to a programmatic profun—
dity in the nationalist processes
which capitalism cannot contain.
Cde Posadas, who foresaw and
analysed this development, called
it ‘Communist nationalism’, that is
to say that even on the basis of
bourgeois or petit bourgeois leader—
ship the struggle against imperialism
in this stage means economic mea—
sures and social measures which are
much more profound, which escape
capitalism. Imperialism cannot offer
anything more than arms or invest-
ments of the type made in the last
period with the dictatorships of
Chile, Brasil, Argentina, Uruguay;
that is to say, investments for a
financial accumulation in a short
stage, which represents no progress
for the country but, on the contrary,
are investments at the cost of the
other capitalists, nationalist or not.
Hence the dictatorships are in com~
plete crisis, even if the expressions
of this are still not open as regards
the opposition, as in Chile.

In front of the experiences of

Brasil and Argentina — and Mexico organise the forms of control of the
~ with their astronomic debts and Dpopulation.

their lack of development there are
the experiences of Cuba and Nica—
ragua. This has a very profound
effect on the intellectuals, tech- ordination of the Latin American
nicians, the artists, and in the economies so that these develop.
sectors of the bourgeoisie itself It is necessary to impel the fronts
who want to survive, Also, in the which, from the beginning, are
armies this process develops in a already discussing forms which
form of breaking of the rigid homo-

A federation is necessary in
Latin America which allows a co~

geneity submitted to the capitalist

Command. There are Socialist

sectors in the Latin American armies
which are still not expressed through

lack of leadership. But it is neces—

sary to consider that the process of
Torres in Bolivia and of Alvarado in
Peruy have not retreated the forms

change but the process is deve-
loping.

The experience of Bolivia shows
the maturity of the conditions and
the weakness of imperialism to con-
tain this process. The leadership
itself of Siles Suazo, who with his
policy allowed the previous coup ~
because he preferred the coup to
organising the masses and confron~
ting the reactionary sector of the
army - today returns to the govern~
ment, but now having to take much
more profound measures, including
encouraging changes in the army
which before they had not wished to
take, having now to base themselves
much more on the trade unions and
on the population. i is necessary
to impel this process in Bolivia by
supporting critically this government
and proposing programmatic mea-
sures of the development of the
gconomy, of agriculture ‘the
restructuring of the army and break-
ing its centralised structure in
capitalist discipline.

It is necessary to propose that
the trade unions intervene in the
control of production, of the plan-
ning of the economy, but as organs:
it is not a question of the trade
union leaders occupying positions,
but that as organs the trade unions
participate in the leadership of the
country to maintain the mobilisation
of the masses to impede every
attempt at a coup, and opening a
political discussion in the army.
It is necessary to construct a revo-
lutionary leadership in Bolivia which
unifies the peasant masses, miners
and petit bourgeoisie, with a pro-
gramme of social and anti~capitalist
transformation. But while doing this
it is necessary to impel and develop.
the alliance with this sector of the
bourgeoisie and petit bourgeoisie
which wants a certain development
for them, for which they need also
the support of the masses; otherwise
the layers of the country most
linked to imperialism will dominate,
bringing along all the rest.

There is no possibility of any
solution for the problems of Latin
America through the capitalist
system. The world market confines
and increases in a limited form the
competition, particularly within the
capitalist system. Latin America
cannot aspire to sell its products in
the markets of the United States and
capitalist Europe. Ir has no other
solution than to develop its own
markets and, at the same time, to
develop relations with the Workers
States. But to develop the internal
market they require transformations
which allow the planning of the
economy, which cannot be done
under the actual structure dominated

by capitalism. It has to statifv and

allow a lesser dependency on im-.
perialism. An expression of this
was the propesal for an Organisation
of American States without the
Yanks, which arose during the con-~
flict of the Malvinas. It is neces-

sary to propose and discuss that
Latin America does not pay its
exiernal debt, which is the result of
imperialist robbery; that the dis—
cussion on the constitution of a
Federation should be accompanied
by a discussion on what programme
to put forward, whose objective must
be the development of the economy,
developing at the same time social
relations, incorporating the masses
of the poor peasants in production,
and providing the mechnical and
technical means; that Cuba and
Nicaragua participate in the dis~
cussions and the establishment of
this Federation.

Cde Posadas proposed that, while
there were not the conditions for a
Federation of the whole continent,
to support the establishment of
regional federations — partly the
failed attempt of the Andean Pact.

This discussion is necessary
for the leaderships which are form~
ing. The crisis of capitalism is so
profound that it is necessary to
know how to intervene in the most

audacious form to use the possi-
bilities created by this situation,
not to fear the alliance with bourge~
ois sectors for these objectives of
economic development and of anti-
imperialist struggle. At the same
time it is necessary to count on the
intervention of the Workers States.
These are going to intervene in a
much more profound way, supporting
the anti-imperialist movements in a
form that they did not do before, as
they are doing now in Cuba, Nica-
ragua and EI Salvador. This is
going to develop the changes in the
Communist parties which still
follow the policy of submitting to
alliances with the bourgeoisie and,
as a consequence, do not educate
the movements, against -capitalism,
While the Workers States are dis~
posed fo support and accompany all
the anti~imperialist movements
which develop weight and importance.
Hence, while the Brasilian Com-
munists attack Lula and Brizela - -
to justify their adaptation to the
bourgeois leadership of the PMDS ~
Cuba invites Lula. This attitude
of the Workers States, which is
world-wide, has an organising
effect in Latin America which is
enormous, which is going to express
itself much more in the next stage.
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THE NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT MOVEMENT
AND THE LABOUR LEFT

The discussion in the Synod of
the Church of Ensland has some
importance in measuring the de-
composition within the struclures of
capitalism. A third of this body
voted for nuclear disarmament, and
. the Synod as a whole voted 2 reso-
lution opposing the first use of
nuclear weapons. This vote, and the
third who voted for nuclear disamma~
ment, are blows at the capitalist
system. At the very moment when
imperialism as a world system is
engaged in massive preparations for
the final encounter with the Soviet
Union and afl the forces of progress
in the world, a Central Church body
linked with the structure of capita—~
list functioning discusses and de~
centralises ‘the system. The Con-
servative Defence Minister s
obliged to reject the final decision
of the Synod, showing thal capi-
talism is wedded o the first nuclear
attack, in other words, initiating
war.  The Church of England has,
in fact, taken the Soviet proposal of
rejecting the first strike.

The fact that such a discussion
has developed brings out all the
weakness and incapacity of imperi-
alism in ils last stages. The women
of Greenham Common have acted as
2 vanguard of the population and,
although without arms, act in a com~
bative way showing the orieniation
of the world and the population in
Britain — as in the guerrilia altack
against Heseltine himself. Without
a leadership in Britain, the initiative
of the population responding to the
advance of the Workers States has
brought the discussion of nuclear
weapons directly inte the cenire of
political discussion. It is necess~
ary that the Left of the Labour Party
enters this discussion profoundly
with . the necessary arguments
against the cynical assertions of
capitalism designed 1o cover their
intention of attacking the Soviet
Union.

The visit of Bush to Britain and
Europe has been a total failure. It
was an atlempt fo combal the in-
fluence of the Soviets and weigh on
the forces of European capitalism,
but it has only demonstrated the
social and political weakness of
imperialism in the same way that
Reagan’s visit to Latin America was
a fiasco. It is important to see that
one of the Bishops arguing for
nuclear disarmament said that the
Soviet Unfon has no inferest in a

world war - echoed also by the
leader of CND, Jean Ruddock. All
the mythology about ‘deterrance’ is
falling apart and no longer has the
desired effect among large sectors
of capitalism itself. All this is a
new situation in history in which
sectors of capitalism, and linked fo
capitalism, move in the direction of
the other side. It is as though a
sector of the cadets in 1917 said:
‘These Bolsheviks are not too bad',
Or as if big sectors of German
capitatism said to Hitler: ‘Do not
launch an ‘attack on the Soviet
Union’. Such things were impossible
then, but now such is the power of
the world balance of forces that
sectors of world capitalism asciltale
in the direction of the Soviet Union.
Mow, for example, the Spanish
Foreign Minister speaks of taking a
distance from association with the
United States.

The Labour Left has to intervene
in the coming election with maximum
use of arguments, realising that the
fact that the issue of nuclear dis—
armament has become central in the
election is fundamentally due to the.
weight of the Workers States in the
world. Imperialism and capitalism
do mot want this discussion. It
weakens their preparations for
nuclear war, it demoralises their
war. apparatus, and it opens up all
the most fundamental issues such
as the superiority of the collectivi-
sed economy over the system of
private ownership.

There is even disorder now
within the sectors of fhe Thalcher
Right. Thus sectors begin to quibble
over the conirol over the Cruise
missiles. This points again to the

degree of imporience and disorgani-

sation within the camp of capitalism.
Thatcher has no arguments, and the
more the discussion proceeds the
more her war government is seeh to
be on the defensive. Vilification of
the Soviets no longer serves, Al
over the world the friends of im-
perialism are being ejected or ex~
posed. The ruling cligues of the
United States have to become more
and more clandestine on their real
intentions. Reagan started out with
threats and fury against the Soviets,

Now he
has had to retreat even on the gas
pipeline issue. Friends of impeiia~
lism, like the Sadat family, are now
sequestered in Egypt and the Barbie
trial in Lyons ~ a veritable united

ON THE FUNCTION OF THE UNIVERSITIES

The University must develop its
concern with the University and the
suyccess of its studies, with the
object of fighting for the progress
of society. As opposed to other
stages of previous history, today
the immense majority of students
seek fo intervene in the social
struggle to change capitalist sociely
like the soldiers and the priests,

Every student and college move-
ment is oriented and developed in
the social concem. 1t is necessary
that they elevate the concern for
this social conclusion to develop
i

sociely, and also and-at the same
time, so that in the universities the
problems of the Workers Slales
should be discussed.

It is necessary to discuss in the
Universities the social problems of
the world and the fact that the
Socialist countries who were nothing
before have succeeded within sixty
years since the Revolution of 1917
in constructing the Soviet Union of
today. During this period, what
have Greece and lfaly done? 1t is
necessary to show  scientifically
that the Workers State is infinitely

anti-imperialist front of Bolivia
and France — shows the truth about
the Yanks and their nazi friends -

protected and helped until the nexi §

attack on the Soviet Union and the
advance of progress,

All these events are not small,
they are major blows at the capita~
list system as an historic system,
and they come from secfors also
within that structure. The anti-
nuclear movement in Britain, with
its demand for leaving NATO, is an
indication of the very elevated con-
ceplions from the population itself,
and the Labour Left can push this
forward with ali possible dynamism.
1t is possible to go much further in
discussion with the population, and
to join the campaign for the preven-
tien of Yankee Cruise missiles in
Europe, with elevated demands for
trade union democracy, workers
control in the factories, the linking
of the struggle against nuclear
weapons with demands for social
transformations,  which are forms

not only of resisting the reduction

of the standard of living but actions

against imperialist war policy and

the stimulus to ‘impel the stuggle
against the government tolally. it is
only the lack of preparation in the
Labour Party and the Unions that
impedes the connection of all these
struggles  in a gigantic offensive
against the system of death, which
is capitalism. The more elevated

the struggles, whether Trade Union

or those of CND, the greater the
capacity to advance towards a
Labour victory in spite of the
electoral foaud, and a situation

where the timidity of the Trade |

Union leadership and the fact that
elections under capitalism  give

weight to the enemies of progress
and elements of no value to human
progress, limit the outcome. Capi~
talism is rightly fearful of the com—
ing elections. The force of the
CHD movement is, in many respects,

a substitute for the lack of an
organised parly responding to the
masses, and shows the immense
force which exists o disorganise

and liguidate capitalism.

J. POSADAS

superior to the richest capitalist
country socially, economically and
scientifically, because it develops
the objective sentiment and pre-
pares the  social condition and
human relations under a superior
form. 1t does not develop individual
interest, individual egoism, indi-
vidua! orienation and conclusion.
1t develops individually the social
objective of the progress of sociely.
Scientific knowledge must serve
that-

12.12.1978.
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political and social defeat of capitalism,

. the population,

EDITORIAL from page 1

the Soviet Union makes great noises over the poor"dissidents"

E. Powell intervenes to say that if the Soviets started to
go on about people in Her Majesty's prisons, this would not
be considered proper at all. This attitude on the part of sec-
tors normally considered of the right, demonstrates the frag-
mentation of the forces of capitalism as does the dispute over
the cruise missiles where séctors of capitalism linked to the
right reject sole Yankee control of the missiles.

There is a constant progress of the forces of the popula =~
tion against the Thatcherite regime and its miserable actions
of unemployment, privatisation and reduction of social servi-
ces., When harpie Thatcher speaks of the virtues of the Victo.
rian era this only confirms the onset of complete derangement.
The small clique of predators that she represents live in a
private dream world where they think they can do as they will

But this private world has no relation to reality as the
strike of the Water workers showed. These workers shattered
completely the Thatcher government and showed that in  spite

of the passivity of the trade union leadership, the government
is so weak that a determined group of workers based on  the
support of the population can win. The wage improvement isn't
the most important gain, much more important is that it is a
It was: & means
not only defending the wages of this sector of workers but
accelerating the Labour Party at the same time and outflan ~
king the trade union leaders, The crises developing 1in the
coal industry show the potential for resolute actions against
capitalism. The fact that Thatcher's plansto try to impose
Macgregor, the Tiguidator of the Steel industry, on the Coal
industry meet with resistence within the Conservative Party

is another example of the profound dimensions of capita -
1ist disintegration and Tack of solution.

THE BURBLINGS OF CAPITALISM HAVE RO EFFECT

Having suffered a disastrous rout at the hands of the
Water workers, capitalism made a great effort to turn the
defeat of the Labour candidate at Bermondsey into a historic

event, This only exhibits the very Vimited ressources of capi-
talism. It is clear that a sector of the left abstained, and
sectors of the petit bourgeoisie used the opportunity to re -
gister a protest vote by voting for the SDP-Liberal sector |,
but what happened to the Thatcher candidate? Loss of deposit,
This is the reality. Moreover the sectors who abstained were
delivering a kick at the Labour apparatus that complicatesthe
Tife of the Labour Party and does not respond to the needs of
If an organised consistent left had developed
roots in the Labour masses, this conduct by the Labour van =~

- guard would not have occurred, but because these see the inca-
 pacity and also the rotten elements that still survive in the

apparatus, they kick that apparatus hard, When capitalism
tried to claim this election as a victory, it is part of a
campaign to animate the right in the Labour Party to greater
action. That is the significance of the 'Militant'expulsions,
to create ‘complicationsy but it has no prespect of successand .
shiows ‘only decrepitude and debility. Capitalism makes a
great noise but history pays no attention,

The advance of the left currents in the Labour Party can
be seen in the visit of Livingstone to Northern Ireland where
he emphasised the poverty of the Catholic masses as amorig the
worst in Europe(particularlygalling for Tatcherism when  the
European bourgebisie -as part of its war with Thatcher and the

} Yanks - intends to investigate Northern Ireland). At the same

time the Labour left is celebrating the Centenary ofKarl Marx
and is showing in this way that the objectives of the Tleft
that is developing, are the objectives of Karl Marx, which is
Communism, The Labour left has not learnt the method of Marx
but when Marx is celebrated with exhibitions of Soviet
books, it is because the course of the Labour Teft is towards
marxism and the Workers States,

The nationalisation of the Rumasa concern in Spain, is
important to understand because it has arisen from the crisis
of world capitalism in which a leadership like Gonzales - who
had no intention of such nationalisation - is obliged from
necessity to impose it. Neither imperialism nor its friends
in the army could do anything. This is the stage in which we
are, A1l this comes from the balance of world forces and the
role of the Workers States. These must be bases for the fur-
ther-organised and theoretical elevation of the Labour left,

The Soviet leadership is undoubtedly going to improve its
intervention. It intervened before with Shelepin and Ponoma-
riev. It will tend to go further as it has to go further 1in
the stage of the final encounter with world imperialism. All
the problems of imperialism are going to multiply in the next
period. The Labour left can develop much more, but only on
the basis of a better understanding of marxist method and a
deeper relationship with the masses;and not being submitted

to the inertia of the apparatuses whether in the Trade Unions
or the Labour Party, 5,3, 1983,
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USE LABOUR'S PROGRAMME TO UNITE THE
ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT WITH MOBIL ISATIONS

FOR SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS

The demonstrations in Britain, capitalist Germany (FDR) and the
United States against the war preparations of Yankee imperialism
are powerful expressions of what is a world movement against the
capitalist system. What characlerises these movements and demon—
sirations is not fear and pessumism but joy and optimism in the
progress and future of humanity. This optimism is firmly based, in
a general sense, on the existence and progress of the Soviet Union
and the system of the Workers States. In a specific sense, it is
-hased on the intervention of the present leadership of the Soviet
Union. - The reaction of Andrei Gromyko, the USSR Foreign Minister, |
to the various proposals of Reagan for agreements on nuclear
‘missiles — in reality proposals for the dlsarmament of the Soviet
Union - have been clear, confident and concise. Gromyko said
that these proposals are a smokescreen behind ‘which Yankee
imperialism prepares to launch nuclear war. However, although he
said that this war would cost an enormous number of lives, he did
not say that it would be the end of humanity.  He expresses the
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THE POLICY OF REAGAN AND THE |
CONCILIATORY TENDENCIES OF THE POSADAS
EUROPEAN SOCIAL BEMGCRACY

in this article Cde Posadas analysed the principle aspects of ‘the crisis

enveloping world imperialism. The leading Yankee team which is poised to
launch the war at any moment now works in the most unfavourable circum—
stances. - Large sectors of capitalism within the United States and Furope
see themselves being dragged into war by a clique of criminal lunatics and
see no perspective!l This demoralises large sectors in all the operations of

- 20.3.1981

conf:dence of the present Soviet leadership that the Soviet Union is
| prepared to confront the war which imperialism makes ready for, to
defeat imperialism, and then to proceed ip construct Socialism. The

world balance of forces is not determined by who has the most
powerful weapons or the greatest number of them, but by the fact

ANTI-NUCLEAR DEMONSTRATORS
AN NEW YORK (JUNE 1982) ‘

|that the Workers States are the basis for the future progress of
humanity, and the capitalist system has no perspective beyond the
war., It is in this ambience that all the movements for the progress
of humanity, in their many and various forms, develop.

The tendency in Yankee
imperialism most determined on the war wanis a ‘smokescreen’ of
proposals for agreemenis with the Soviet Union, in the vain hope of
lulling the Soviets into a false sense of securily. There is another,

and very powerful, tendency which lies behind the Kennedy—Hatfield
resciution for a ‘nuclear freeze’, which knows that the war will be
the end of the capitalist system and wants io survive at any cost.
This sector of the North American bourgeoisie is not small; the
resolution would have been close te a majority in Congress had it
been voted on. Above all, there is the anti—war movemeni of the
| North American masses. There are over 3,000 anti-war organisa—
tions in the United States.

THE WORLD BALANCE OF FORGES.

The reality of the world balance of forces is nowhere more
obvious than in the ‘backyard’ of Yankee imperialism. In a previous
period of history Yankee imperialism would have invaded Cuba,

Turn to page 2

cap:talism, military and administrative. As Cde Posadas explams, imperia—
{ism requires an enormous purge to organise its forces, but there is no tlme

' tself.
| scious that they

- not able to do it ;
| dictions - between Yankes " im-

for . this and they prepare for war, crazed and defeatlst.

in this stage of the end of the
capitalist system  capitalism
seeks the means by which to
concentrte . and  homogenise
The capitalists are con—

have to
but. they are
The conira—

unite

perialism and European capita—
fism. are not normal economic
contradictions -over commerce or
investmenis, but are very pro—
found - contradictions, because
they all see the scaffold in front
of them. This is the depth of the
qguestion. - The Workers States
intensify the contradictions be—
tween the capitalist countries fo
make them antagonistic and anti—
thetic at certain moments. The
visit -of ‘the Socialist Inter—
national fo Nicaragua is a blow
at imperialism.  The Social
Bemocracy, in. order to gain
authority before the masses, has
to go o support WNicaragua.
Although afterwards it may do
nothing, the simple fact that it
supported Nicaragua now is a
form of behaviour opposed fo
their normal  role, because
MNicaragua is a  revolution.

Imperialism more and more
works with the arrogance of
command and less and less
accepts the activities of the
‘European’ friends. More and
more it assumes the. position of
command which has to proceed
concealing ils arms. The de-—
claration of the Yanks that the
Soviets have an anti—missiles—
missile, that they are testing
it and it works, can be true. But
the Yanks say it, above all, to
terrorise the European bourge~
oisie so that these will accept
the plan of the Yanks. It is the
plan of the cowboy who believes
in firing all the time and every
body runs. This is the policy of
Reagan, but in a short time they

will quuidate Reagan, and there

are symptoms of great discontent
on the part of the North American
bourgevisie with the policy of
Reagan. (1)

At the same moment that the
Americans say that they have

_the means to impede any Soviet

advance, Brezhnevin a diploma—
tic. meeting where the North
American ambassador was pre—
sent. said, 'Within half a minute
that we are informed that the
Yankee . rockets  have . been
launchied, then New. York will
disappear’, and the Yanke did
not say a word, :

Reagan is a twit and they
made him President so that they
could throw him out at any time.
When the sector which sustains
him and which carries out this
policy sees that it cannot go
any further or runs the risk of
being eliminated, they will throw
him. out: for example, accusing
him of congenital stupidity!

Reagan is not articulate when
he thinks. When the journalists
are interviewing his face reddens
and he looks nervous because he
has no ideas and is not capable.
Carter, at least, was a person
with some capacity who had ex—
perience in the activity as Pre-
sident. Reagan went fo sit in
the presidential seat but
still believing that he was on
his horse.

The smakl sector of American
big business has already decided

on wat put cannot attract the rest [ e,

of the countfy nor the greater part
of the army, thus it needs a
President who makes a policy to
try to contain the progress of the
revolution and to try to win over

by fear the rest of world capi—
talism. . .

The rest of capitalism, - the
European countries, do not follow
this policy and, on the contrary,
say the policy of Reagan is
madness.  “We will. die more
quickly this way than any other. .
This shows that they hope to
continue tiving
Reagan has contlicts nor omy
with the Soviet Union, which is
the historic antagonist, ‘but with
the rest of the capitalist coun—
tries.  Reagan now seeks to
contain - the democratic social
progress whatever the country,
and clashes with the proceésses
in Germany and France: pro—
cesses ‘which mean that the
German and French bourgeoisie
cannot- support ‘what Reagan
asks. .
IMPERIALISM  HAS ONLY A
PERSPECTIVE OF  WARAR.

“The USSR opened the window
and to the four winds and in a
very flexible way said, ‘We will
buy wheat, meat, butter and
cheese’. Thus the world bourge—
oisie began to say, ‘After all...
it is not necessary to mix -poli—
tics with business’.  Similarly,
at the meeting of the Socialist
parties of Europe, Brandt and
Kreisky declared that ‘every
country has a right to take the
road of progress which it be—
lieves right'. Kreisky proposed
besides ‘that each country has
its own customs and although we
may not be in agreement, every
country is free to choose its own
path’. Before, it was quite a
different matter, and Kreisky is
a leading bureaucrat, but of the
Now, in the Congress of
the lntematlonal he appears to
the Left of the Soclallsts.

If  the capitah'st
Turn to page 2
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THE POLICY OF REAGAN

succeeded in surviving a hundred
years more, as natural conclu—
sion it would have to kill a third
of the present population; and,
besides killing, have to subdue
as colonies Africa, Asia and
Latin America, so as to be able
to develop the North American
economy. That is to say, in this
stage capitalism clashes with
the very existence of people,
not only does it confront increa -
sing economic competition but it
clashes with existence itself,
because it has no form of regu-
lating this competition.

The multi—national has to be
capable of national and inter—
national competition. It has to
increase its profits all the time
and, at the same time, taxes are
increased to pay the state for
increase in war expenditures.
The costs of war expenditure
consunie 25--30% of production
without any real gain because,
four years after, all these arma—
ments have to be thrown out
because there are more modern

weapons. All the atomic arms
made four years ago more or less

have no value now because one
weapon is invented which is
more use than all the others put
together. Tactics and strategy
have changed also which, without
being fundamental, have' impor—
tance in the use of atomic wea—
pons, because these no longer
depend on location, movement or
collaboration with the population
in the place where they are.
The Yanks cannot now expect
collaboration of the population,
but the Soviets, yes. ‘

Atomic arms are for capitalism
a means of threatening and of
destruction, but for the Soviets
are a means of destruction of
capitalism. Thus, it will be the
populations of’' the capitalist
countries who will do the rest
once capitalism is destroyed.

Capitalism requires the crea—
tion of a new political apparatus
and . it does not have either the
social conditions nor the time to
do it. The social conditions
and the relation of forces are
more and more unfavourable,
Within European capitalism there
are tendencies which want to
conciliate with the Soviets. The
Soviets, with their policy, aim
at these sectors and at the in-
ternal opposition within North
American fimperialism. The
policy of Reagan is ‘arms, arms,
and more arms’, and he makes
a Budget which is going to re—
duce by at least twenty per cent
the standard of living of the
North American masses, not
food only but culture. The
amount they are spending on
armaments is enormous.

In Africa the aim of imperia—
Iism is to defend South Africa
which is the Israel of Africa.
But, at the same time, it is
interesting to see the internal
crisis of Israel which does not
want to be alone as the represen—
tative of the Yanks and aims to
make of Israel something better,
because Israel at the present is

an arms factoty | nothing more,
and has an army which is part
of the Yanks.

This is what the Yanks want
to do in Latin America with
Chile, but it is going 1o en—
counter very great resistance in
Peru, Brasil, Argentina and
Mexico. The Yanks seek fto
make an Israel in Latin America.
This is still not expressed, but
the logic of the objective of the
Americans is to make an Israel
in Latin America, the same as in

Africa and in the Middle East,

but this is going to find very
great resistances in the Latin
American bourgecisie, where
there are very great disputes.

Imperialism will need to make
Pinochets everywhere but, in
turn, Pinochet shows in—
security because he had to in-
vent a constitutional form to
justify his control, which is
against the other sectors of the
bourgeoisie. His ‘appearances’
are not of an omnipotent
dictator, but of  constitutional
order. (2)

IMPERIALISM CANNOT CEN-
TRALISE ITS FORCES.

Reagan, like Tejero in Spain,
expresses part of the madness of
capitalism; madness not because
he kills but because he cannot
succeed in anything because he

does not have the means f{o
succeed. His position does not
correspond with any type of
necessity., What Reagan does
with the USSR, with the Workers
States, with the movements of
national independence, is the
same as he does with his own
country. In the United States
Reagan has eliminated a quantity
of social benefits: free milk for
the children in schools, free
transport for students etc.: but
now there is a reaction against
him everywhere, Me is a dummy,
a President does not act like
this. When he cuts the links
with the population, this is fto
say that he is making a policy
aimed at small circles and ex—
pecting concrete results, such
as war. '

The inter—capitalist crisis is
very profound. In the meeting
which the Socialist parties made
in Europe they made declarations
against the murders in El Sal—
vador where they proposed that
the Yanks should not intervene,
but should withdraw, and that it
is necessary to reach a political
solution; which means to take
into account the uprising of the
masses. All signed in agree—
ment, including Longo, the idiot
of the ltalian Social Democracy.

The German Social Demo--
cracy and Brandt, above all,
are opposed to the plans of the
Yanks and Brandt poses that it
is necessary to discuss peace
and to work well with the Soviets
~ this is the depth of his policy.
Schmidt accompanied him but
with the hypocritical character
of the function which he is ful—
filling, But now Brandt does
not have to be hypocritical before
the others, before his Party.

~2

The Germans und the Ausirians
are the ones who imposed the
orientation in this meeting of the
Socialist parties of Europe, and
Soares who is a direct ally of
capitalism opposed the breaking
of relations with the USSR. An
aspect which shows the decom—
position of theee people is that
they have taken every position
from Soarez in his Party and
Government, he is no longer
secretary, but nevertheless he
goes to this meeting repre—
senting Portugal.

The German government has
more importance, weighs more
than the French or the British,
and the German is opposed to
rupture with the Soviets and just
following the Yanks. They are
bound to the Yanks, but not
united. They have very deep
differences. German capitalism
sees the scaffold on both sides,
and if eertainly it is going to
choose the scaffold of capitalism
in its agony, in the anguish of
its agony, it will try to gain the
maximum possible. Hence the
desperation of Reagan and of
Haig, who appears as a madman
or an idiot. Haig is an irrational
man because he believes that
with shouting he is going to
frighten the Soviets. The Soviets
within a short time are going to
say to him, as they said to
others, that in seconds they can
make New York disappear plus
the most important cities.

The crisis of German capi-—
talism provokes this reaction of'

Brandt and of the Left Social %

Democracy. But the Left which
exists is not motivated only by
this situation. This situation of
crisis gives ‘them the opportunity
to be able to clear off and ani-—
mates itto intervene. The same
occurs in Britain, where the
Labour Party divides and after-
wards a whole campaign is de—
veloped by capitafism, by the
Press, but only a few of the
Labour Party people went and a
secfor of the Right decided to
stay, because at least the
Labour Party can give them
positions. The Parliamentarians
who broke away formed the
Social Democratic Party which
is going to take voies not from
the Labour Party but from the
Conservatives.

This is a stage of history
where the social relation deter—
mined by the existence of private
property is ending. The fall of
this social relation has pot been
done in an earthquake but by the
class struggle, and all the
deficiencies which exist in this
activity are consequences of the
fact that the instrument created
by them was not formed in time
and not extended in time. But
the centre is not to mark or
ascribe responsibility for this,
but to seek to resolve the prob-
lem now, and the workers, the
masses of the world, are contri~
buting to give to this incomplete
instrument the notion of its
historic function. In this the
USSR is intervening, the masses
of El Salvador, and also China
in spite of all its retreats.

(1) This foresight of Cde Posa—~
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Nicaragua or Grenada. Today, it can only intervene in a clandestine
manner. It is now attempting another ‘Bay of Pigs’ in Nicaragua
which will have the same result as the original action against Cuba:
the masses of Nicaragua will be strengthened in their determination
to construct a Workers State and to draw closer to the Soviet Union.
Yankee imperialism threatens Grenada, a tiny island. It fears
Grenada, and for good reason! It is not that Grenada is a military
base for the Soviet Union — it is not! — but it is an example of
progress which will weigh on the masses of the United States. The
intervention of the whole population in the formulation of the
‘budget’ in Grenada is an example of genuine democracy which will
not go unnoticed in the United States. In this sense, Grenada is a
base, an extension of the Soviet Union. It is now more and more
of a necessity for the Soviet Union to intervene directly towards
what is, in reality, the anti—capitalist movement in the United
States. LABOUR’S PROGRAMME.

it is in this world context that Labour’s new programme has to
be considered. The foreword, by Foot, sets the tone of this pro—
gramme of proposals which, on both the economic and social level,
cannot be realised within the capitalist system. Above all, this
programme is anti—capitalist in the sense that it opposes the war
preparations of imperialism. It is unequivocally proposing to
remove the missile bases. it is the first time that the Labour Party
has publicly pledged itself in this way, and it is a fundamental blow
against the capitalist system. All the other proposals in this pro—
gramme are basically anti-capitalist, in the sense that it will

require social transformation in order to implement them. The
foreword fo this programme, in its denunciation of the values of
capitalism and its proposal for a society based on human values
and not the drive for profits, is a call for social transformation.
The weakest aspect of the programme is the ‘National Economic
Assessment’ which uses the language of a previous period and
looks for a ‘partnership’ with capitalism. Conclusions have to be
drawn from the experience of the Socialist/Communist government of
Mitterand in France. The Mitterand government is facing all kinds
of problems because it failed to take measures of nationalisation,
and workers control, and did not allow a full participation of the
masses. It could have been much more audacious. On the other
hand, as the recent Municipal Elections show, the French bourge—
oisie, and world capitalism, have been unable to take any advantage
of the weaknesses of Mitterand.

This Labour programme also shows the way in which the anti—
war movement, CND, influences the Labour Party. The anti-war
movement allows the participation of the masses and the participa—
tion of the masses is for a new society. The wonen who lead this
movement intervened militantly but on a level of human relations
that is superior to capitalism. In their dancing and singing they
express a desire for harmonious human relations. The ‘peace
movement’ in this country is not an absolute paralle! to the ‘Greens’
in Germany but it plays a similar role. Already the ‘Greens’ have
stimulated the Left in the SPD. The Easter anti—missile demon—
strations in Germany had, for the first time, the ofricial participation
of the Social Democrats and the Trade Unions. In the same way,
the ‘peace women’ of Greenham Common have been an important
factor in determining Labour’s anti—war programme.

This is why Thatcher is so vehement in her denunciations of the
‘peace women’. She also denounces the workers on strike at the
Cowley car factory. Her denunciation of a handful of car workers is
logical because their action is, like that of the Water workers,
anti-capitalist. The Cowley workers are not simply trying to defend

their working conditions but trying to stimulate a movement to
confront the Thatcher government, The Thatcher team has a rigidity
born of impotence and fear. It not only faces the opposition of the
masses but of large stratas of its own class. The new powers
proposed for the police, which are ‘semi—fascist’ ~ have met with
a chorus of opposition from sectors of the bourgecisie itself,
including the Bishops of the Church of England.

The actions of the working class and the anti—-war movement
are two sides of the same coin. They are two aspects of the struggle
for social transformations. There is a necessity to link the two.
Labour's programme provides the basis for this in as much as it
links proposals for transformations in society with elimination of
imperialisn’s nuclear bases. What has to be avoided is that this
programme is simply confined to an electoral plane, with the masses
treated as ‘voting fodder’. This programme has to form the basis
of the widest possible discussion in which all the masses partici—
pate. The Labour Parry, and the Labour Left in particular, have to
take this programme, as a basis of discussion, to the factories,
workers’ districts, and universities. The world process creates the
conditions in which the various movements for social transformation
can be fused together in a campaign to remove the Thatcher govern—
ment and to advance, through the election of a Labour government,
towards the transformation of scciety. 2.4.83

{(2) Refers to the referendum of

das was confirmed in the pinochet where he proclaimed
attempted  assassination 0f pipself as President.
J. POSADAS 20.3.81 Reagan.
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF BEETHOVEN

Beethoven, without being a
political leader or philosopher
worked with the consciousness of
the philosopher and the political
leader., He expressed in his
music human reactions which
were going to develop; he did not
know consciously that this was
the process, but he felt it and
was the interpreter, as an artist,
of a caurse of human relations
whose expression requires Socia~
lism. This shows that, without
being philosopher, politician or

historian, Beethoven worked
with the sentiments of the his—
torian if not with the conscious—
ness and capacity.

The music of Beethoven was
not made for the court but was
music for humanily, and express—
es the development of human re—
fations. There are moments in
the concertos, as in the sym-—
phonies, which appear as deve—
fopments, movements of human
sentiments seeking to organise
themselves; they are sentiments
that are still not mature because
sentiments grow with social re—
lations. The ideas were absent
so that human sentiments could
find their centre: which is Mar—
xism. Hence between Beethoven,
Marx, Marxism and L.enin there is
an identity, even without this
being fully understood,

The music of Beethoven ex—
presses movements of the senti—
ments; it is not possible to
create this music with war, con—
quest, imposition. But the strug-
gle for Socialism has this
sentiment because the objective
is human progress, human rela—
tions. It fights because there is
no other way, but it does not do
so with the end of smashing,
conguering or making others
submit, but as one breaks a rock
o get through and advance.

There are parts in the music
‘that show that it is the develop—
ment of human sentiment which
" Beethoven is expressing . This
was not created by the epoch,
but intelligence felt it; in the
epoch of Beethoven the relations
to allow this process did not
exist. There were antecedents,
like the peasant revolutions and
also, in part, the French revo—
lution; but they were processes
denied by the military colonial
conquests of Britain, France,
North America, and Beethoven
came from that ambience.

Musicial instruments, musie,
form part of the basis which give
rise anddevelopment to ideas they
are not the basis, but form part
of the ideas. What we are ana—
lysing of music is the crealive
capacily of music, of the compo-

inspirational source of inexhaus—
tible creation because he ex—
presses the harmony in music
which tomorrow will exist be—
tween human beings. It was not
just a foretaste of what is going
to be, but was the creative
capacity in his stage of this
phase of human relations. After—
wards Marx developed the analy--
sis of the history of capitalism.
The greatness of Marx is that he
developed the ideas for a better
sociely, not to smash down one
regime and replace it with
another, but a befter society and
the basis of the superiority was
neither the economy, production
nor technology but human rela—
tions. The historic depth is the
same as Beethoven, but not in
historic necessity. The historic
depth was the same; both sought
human relations. Marxism is the
construction of the conscious—
ness, the inspiring capacity of
ideas in society to construct
Communist society, which elimi~
nates every form of dependency,
any type of dependency. Thus
the most complete form of free—
dom is given because there is no
Submission to anything, no
necessity to ask freedom; free—
dom for what? if nobody is
oppressed

When we analyse Beethoven
it is because we include him
among the great creators of his—.
tory in the development of human
relations, aimed to create the
ability, the inspiration of human
relations which eliminates every
form .of brutality, In music the.
elimination of brutality, of im—
position, of egoism, is expressed
and the harmony of human rela—
tions appears. Harmony with
what? Harmony with human
beings and nature and the cos—
mos. {t is a harmony, not sur—
rounding other relations, but
harmony, the natural form of
relations of human beings with
nature and with the cosmos.

From this sentiment the music
of Beethoven emerges. His
source of inspiration is human
relations. Hence his music re—
quired a social relation which
did not then exist; he made it.
His music was not the creative
capacity in itself, as the critics
say, because what was the
source of the inspiration? The
source of inspiration, of human
sentiments, of elevated human
relations, did not exist. It was
an epoch of war, of invasions of
Africa and Asia, an epoch de—
termined by military  power
through military capacity: music
creates relations through music.
relations which are not military.

ser, and of music. Music creates, The greatest musicians of all

and the harmony of music is a
source of inspiration for ideas,
sentiments for human relations.
The music of Beethoven is a
source of creation and is a
creation. In turn it develops and
provides the bases to think, to
develop ideas, thoughts, analy—
ses and to adopt resolutions.
Music — particularly and essen-

human history are those who
create music which has nothing
to do with, and is against,
military sentiment. That creation
of the human being is determined
by sentiments which human life
created, and also the cosmos.
It is not possible to take human
sentiment simply on the earth,
as a consequence of living on
the earth, but the inspiration

J. POSADAS
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which nature and the cosmos
produces.

The fifth symphony of Beet—
hoven is presented on the record
cover with the depth of the
remote moon: the reflection of the
moon, the face of Beethoven,
and then we have the fifth sym—
phony. They show Beethoven
united to the moon, not as a
Ssource of inspiration but as a
relation with the moon and,
through the moon, a relation
with the cosmos.

- Music was determined by the
unequal and combined develop—
ment of human sentiment. It is
not identical with the economy,
with social development, but it
is also an unequal and combined
process determined by another
factor — which is intelligence.
In the economy, in society, in-—
telligence did not determine but
power did. Intelligence had no
means to create superior human
relations until the material con-
ditions for the development of
society were created. But the
ideas came long before Marx,
He came to be the concentrator
of all the previous thinkers who
created, in a limited way, from
the eleventh century onwards;
from then there were demonstra—
tions of protest, of social strug—
gles which after developed in so
far as the development of the
economy and society were ex—
tended.

Music is a necessary expres—
sion of the creative  capacity
which shows the harmony which
exisis in the cosmos, in nature,
and much less in society - not
for comparison but because fo
be able to develop existence so
as to be able to lead. it has to be
harmonious. The economy was
not like this, but music was., It
is uneven and combined deve—
lopment; the conditions did not
exist for the economy to permit
the development of Communism,
but human relations existed in a
limited sphere which determined

such creation. Music is not
simply a creation of an isolated

person who comes from nothing,
or various people. Beethoven
is one, the best of all the great
creators of music, and before
Beethoven there' were Bach,
Vivaldi, Scarlatti, who were the
ones who made harmonious crea—
tions which served afterwards to
inspire other compositions with
themes. When we listen to the
music of Beethoven it is to
appreciate the historic function
of music which helps to create
intelligence and ideas. In the
ideas of Marx, in the creative
capacity of Marx by means of
ideas, the creative music of
Beethoven is also a part; not in
the form of a musical but a
social scale. It is not the mo—
ment to study all this, but it is
now clear that music was a
creation which requires a social
form, a creative capacity which
went in advance of the stage of
history. It is not because some
one was ahead of his time, but
that intelligence and the creative
Turn to page 4

The miners and the need for a

Plan of production

Many will have been dis—
appointed by the failure of the
Miner's strike ballot to gain a
majority despite the initial surge of
support for the miners of the L ewjs-
Merthyr pit. Clearly there was some
expectation that the miners would

play the same role as they played
in the 1974 overthrow of the Heath

governments However, we are not
in 1974 and history cannot be re-
run like an old film. Since the
overthrow of Heath the total and
final nature of the crisis of capita—
lism has become absolutely obvious.
What has also become apparent is
that there are no longer any ‘trade
union® solutions to the problems
posed for the mass of the population
by this final crisis of capitalism.
It might appear, on the surface,
that there are some contradictions
between the failure of the majotiry
of miners to support a strike ad—
vocated by the NUM President,
Arthur Scargill, and the fact that he
was elected by a majority of 70%.
In fact there is no contradiction, .
Scargill is, overtly, a ‘political’
leader, a Socialist. The majority
of miners voted for Scargill as a
way of pushing for a Socialist
policy and programme in the NUM.
It was a way of demanding that the
trade union play a political role.

Arthur Scargill and the NUM
(National Union of Mineworkers)
leadership do not lack militancy and
they are not to be criticised for
calling a strike against pit closures
and unemployment in the first place.
The miners did not themselves lack
militancy and, as the initial up-
surge of support . for strike action
showed, they were prepared to
mobilise against the government.

The failure of the
strike ballot is, in no way, a defeat
but simply the expression of the in—
telligence of a sector of the working
class. which was not prepared to
confront the government on a narrow
‘trade union® basis,

THE TRADE UNIONS HAVE TO
PLAY A POLITICAL ROLE,

The
last year has seen a series of
mobilisations by different -sectors
of the working class. They have all
the confidence of a favourable world
balance of forces — favourable for
the advance to Socialism, However,
the working class has a conscious—
ness, an ability to think, and io
think politically, It also knows how
to use tactics very well.

There can be no doubt that the
failure of the trade union leadership,
of the TUC to support the ASLEF
strike, the Civil Servants, the Health
workers and the Water workers
affected the decision of the miners
not to vote for a strike. It Is true
that the Water workers gained some—
thing of a victory, but the struggle
was over a wage claim. The miners
were being asked to confront the
government on virtually the future
of the coal mining industry. Clearly
miners were reluctant to confront the
bresent government by themselves
and quite reasonably so.

What they did not see from the NUM

_planning.

feadership was the Socialist pro—
gramme and policy that they were
looking for in electing Scargill as
Union President. Neither did they
see any Socialist solution being
posed by either the TUC or the

Labour Party.
The struggle to develop a new

trade union leadership involves
discussions over trade union demo—
cracy, the need to replace those
who conciliate with capitalism,
with those who do notand believe in
a policy of social transférmations.
This process will be accelerated
with the development of a consistent
Left in the Labour Party and the
Unions.

The miners did not see a trade
union leadership decided on action
to oust Thatchers The expilsion of
Weighell shows the course of a new
process, but the elimination of the
old layers of trade union leadership
integrated with capitalism requires
an . appropriate . programme and
policy and the miners felt no se—
curity in the existing leadership,

The trade
urions should formulate an inde—
pendent workers® plan of production
based on the extension of nationa—
lisations under workers® control and
The discussion has not
to be on the basis of ‘productivity*
or ‘selective import controls®, but
on the basis of production to fulfil
the needs of the population. This
discussion has to proceed from the
simple conclusion that it is private
property which produces a situation
of over four million unemployed, on
the one hand, and a shortage  of

_bractically every necessity, on the

other. It is a discussion that has
to be taken to the factories and work
places, to the workers® areas, and
to the population generally. The
emerging  Labour Left should
participate in the development of
such a discussion.

It is true, of course, that the
next Labour government will be of a
different character, and in different
circumstances, from that of the
Callaghan government.  However,
even in these circumstances, it is
essentlal — as the working class is
well aware - that the trade unions
must retain thelr absolute indepen—
dence. It Is perfectly possible, as
the major trade union centres in
France have shown, to support a
Labour or Socialist government and
to retain an independent role as the
prime organisation of the working
class at the same time. There have
been Important changes and ad—
vances to the Left in the Labour
Party, but there is a necessity for
the trade unions to play a political
role, in alliance with, but indepen—
dently from, the Labour Party,

WORKERS CONTROL.,

An important factor, in both the
water workers® strike and the initial

Turn to page 4
au
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For a public discussion in the world Commwmgﬁ

movement on

the way forward

£

The - recent meeting of the
Communist “patties of the USSR,
France and -China to cﬂscuss prob-
lems ' facing - the international
Communist movement ‘was important
because [t had ‘the character of a
meeting —seeking theorstical bases
by ‘which to orientate the world
prac,ess. The time' is particularly
prapigfzaus for - such meetings now,
in Vview of the very firmly struc.-
tured character of the world process
and. - the discussions with the
Chinese; and the recent debacle of
eurocommunism which, in effect,
also ‘means the elevation of the
Socialist parties.

What is required now is a much
more public discussion in the Soviet
Union, the mass Communist parties
of the world, with the objective of
resolving both iheoretical  and
practical issues on how to intervene
in'the stage in which we are living.
The* situation  requires greater and
greater audacity,  Yankee impetia—
fism is-in open preparation for a war
not only' against the Soviet Union
and_other Workers States, but all
the forces of progress wherever they
be, whatever the continents They
are seeking to accomplish the task
that Hitler failed to do: to wipe out
world Communism.  But, in this
objective, it has shown itself to be
immensely weak. Time and time
again it suffers reverses. Vietnam
was the first major disaster in the
recent period which showed their
historic incapacity to resolve any—
thing. -~ Since then the. revolution
in" Nicaragua. - and

the need for the Chinese Workers
State to 'make a rapprochement with.
the Soviet ‘Union, show clearly the
historic impoten ce of Yankee im-
perialism in -its efforts to contain
its inevitable demise. ~The failure
over . the -gas pipeline and the
reception for Gromyka . in- Germany,

, . State is io expand towards Socialism
the disaster ° .. that means a unitied worlds

caused by the Malvinas fiasco, and Similarly when the weekly commu—

are historic defeats for imperia/ism,
and It is necessary to generaiise
the conclusions. Not only is there

‘& mass movement in Western Europe

which undermines capitalism, but
now the rifts in world capitalism
show that whole sectors of the

capitalist class seek just to sur—

vive; yes, to try to live for .a litile
longer and not to rush into the war
which imperialism sees as its only
solution to the constant erosion of
its power and influence.

It is clear that in the Soviet
Union,many changes are developing
{analysed by Cde Posadas as a
process of regeneration)s” The need
to dispose of parasitic elements in
the economy so as to satisfy the
needs of the population, the need
for superior quality of production,
and the scientitic use of resources
instead of arbitrary ‘fiat, and the
rieed for better preparatfon of the
Soviet Union for war, accelerates
the pressure for better policies and
better ‘relations with the masses.
In 1982, according to Shalayev, the
head of the Soviet trade unions;
nine thousand eight” hundred and
forty administrative chiefs were
thrown out of positions in the Soviet
Umon because of corruptioris
When Andropov speaks of the need
to.  improve = factory discipline,
beginning with the Ministers, this
is all part of a searching for better
construction ~of -Socialisms The
Workers State cannot stay rooted in
one spot; the ‘logic of the Workers

nique on the subjects under dis»~
cussion in the Pohtica! Bureau are
publ!shed

this “is ‘a preparation for a more
open political I:fe.

All the particular problems of pro»-'
gress in the Soviet .Union etc.

issue’; and therefore as part of the

-to.discuss the historic experience

“help  this discussion.

cannot stay at the removal of a few
abuses, but raise the whole issue
of ‘where the Soviet Union is and
Where It has to go. Although the
experience of Poland resulted from
the particular perniciousness of its
bureaucratic structurs, its historic
validity lies in expressing the need
to harmonise the process of the
construction of Socialism.  The
Polish government, in recognising
the need for - independent Trade
Unions, in effect shows an under—
standing that Socialism has to. be
constructed and that to call Poland
a Socialist State already is not
correct (even though not all may
say so)s ~ One Polish spokesman
sajd recently: ‘s I'am a represen—
tative of a different system, a
Workers State in which the opinion
of the working class is the supreme

constructionof the society,the trade
Unions have to represent both the
immediate needs of the masses and
also ‘the historic ‘interest of con-—
structing - Socialist societys The
release of Walewsa 'is an example
of :the flex:bri:ty of the Workers
States.

The Soviet Union has. supported
all the gains of :the Polish process,
and what is.necessary, is to-build.on:
all this, particularly in. the Soviet
Union, to combine the discussion of
the Polish experience with the need
to stimulate the elimination of what
remains. of  capitalisms

State
Socialism is a fundamental.part of

backwardness

tainers of the most aggressive
_sectors of capitalism ‘are more and
more confined and have to resort to
the Mafia to help sustain their
systemy and in every continent, the
system is failing ~ even the .Yankee
base of Israel is in full decompo—
sition. There is- no -reason  for
timidity ~-in this situation, the
liberation of forces-in the Workers
for the construction of

the liquidation of capitalism and
in. the rest of the

world,

What is at stake is the con—

struction of a new leadership of
humanity. rooted in the construction
of Socialisme.
especial responsibility in this.
fundamental aspect in the construc—
tion of Socialism is the development
of the Party which refracts all the
experience of the masses for dis—
cussion and elaboration, and then
acts on this basis.
tradition ot Bolshevisms
jective discussion of all this, the
explanation for the past deformation
of the Soviet Union, and the deve—
lopment of much more public dis—
cussion in the Soviet Union, wouid
have an immense effect on. the
masses of the worid.
-moments over  Brest ' Litovsk the
Bolsheviks “had - no fear of dis—
cussion, and it was public.
the world is ‘immensely superior to
Brest Litovsk and a few initiatives
of the Soviet leadership could have
immense consequerices

The CPSU has an
A

This was the
An ob—

“In the worst

Now

The appeals of the Soviet Union
for peace are important, as_at the
Prague meeting, but an immense
effect could be made by the activity

. of the CPSU and associated Com—

_ A meeting.of Communist parties

of .the workers® movement, the
theoretical lessons -to .be drawn ~
whatever the public disagreements
~ would be of an immense value to
humanity, - and. the. Posadist 1V
Intemational  ‘would.~ intervene - 1o
The con—
ditions for such a discussion are
immensely favourable. . The sus—

BEETHOVEN From page 3

capacity arose which society
did not allow to develop, and
Socialism is going to represemni
this That is to say, prior to
Socialism music already ex-
pressed  harmonious - relations
which - only Socialism hears.
Socialism  is not a necessity
which ~comes from econonic
scarcity, through lack of freedom
and through exploitation. The
form of social organisation
arises to overcome this, but the
creative sentiments of Socialism
existed much before Karl Marx
constituted them. He gave them
the necessary social form to be
able to reach and achieve Socia~
tism. In all the great creaiors
this sentiment existed, which
could not reach the structure of
Socialism. HenceUtopian Socia—
lism was Socialism. Hence rich
people, like Owen, wanied flo
make Socialism.

This shows that it was not
true that capitalism believed
completely the principle that
capitalism is egoism and killing.
In general it is so but, at the
same time, it developed qualities
of sentiment, of mtelhgence, of

@ "

culture, and people saw that the
form of capitalism was a brutal—
ity. Music expresses this with
more freedom than the economy,
because it is not subject to the
plans of competition, of the plan
of production. Music is free of
all the impositions of the econo—
my, and hence it can create.
It meant that the human being is
not a mere result of the economy
but of culture, of science, which
gives form to the empirical ex—
periences which humanity makes
from human life and living to—
gether.

Music allows the creation of
and giving harmonious order fo,
thought. 1t allows the orientation
in the organisation of the har—
mony of ideas and allows the
creation of ideas. Music is a
Source of inspiration for ideas.
Parnassus - (mountain of Greece
consecreated to Apollo and the
muses, symbol of poetic inspira~
tion) — whether it existed or not,
and { believe that it existed -
is a symbol of how inspiration
required solitude. But inspira—
tion, after the great struggles of

the masses, does not require
solitude but multitude to enter
the tire without being burnt.
The  source of inspiration has
changed in history. Parnassus
existed because.  society was
still in development; in the epoch
of Beethoven, sociely was al-
ready concentrated in states and
relations between countries.

We salute ‘grandfather Beet—
hovew through his coniribution
to history. It is a contribution
to human history which Socialism
is going to integrate in itself,
and Beethoven will be among the

, great constructors of the bases of

human civilisation, of Socialism,
He will be one of the principal
creators.

J. POSADAS 31 May 1980.

. munist parties to initiate the need
for - programmes - of social trans—

formations, and the need for much

-better functioning Communist and

Socialist parties.

The appeal of Cde Andropov to
the American people against the
organisers of ‘'war was very good,
but'a more audacious explanation of
what is happening in the world ~

Viva“ the success of the
general strike
in Argentina.

. main  Communist

with much more class analysis,
much -more  propaganda. on- where
humanity is going — aimed at the
American masses could have tumul—
tuous results. It is true that oyi—
side the CPSU and sectors of the
parties - .of the
world, neither workers parties nor
Unions are prepared for this stage,
which makes the attitude of the

~Soviet Union so much the . more

decisives

The statement of the Soviet Ame
bassador to Lebanon,: Alexander
Soldatov, that ‘the Soviet Union is
going: to. intervene . militarily - and
directly in a new outbreak of war
between Israel and Syria® shows the
present level of confrontation. bet
ween the itwo systems, What is
necessary now is an . elevation in-the
parties. For example; it is neces-—
sary for appeals for the workers to
be mobilised directly against nuclear
weapons, both in Europe and in the
United Staten

‘Much more. open public life and
discussion in. the -Soviet - Union,
and - more - dynamic.’ appeals ' and
explanations -aimed -at the. whole
world, would have enormous étfects,
stimulate the masses, and - shatter
what -little confidence remains to
imperialisms . The “world s ready
for Communism; as Cde Posadas
analysed; what is necessary is far
greater audacity  in the application
of .the conclusions of Marxism —
that world imperialism is disinte—
grating and every-advantage has to
be taken of this, - The masses and
parties are prepared- for ciarity of
explanation and audacity in action.
It is necessary to impel the life of

_ the Soviets Councils in the Soviet

Union as constructors of Socialism
and - sources of ideas,

From page 3 THE MINERS

actions of ‘the miners, in the early
part of itie month, was the occupa—
tions. - These occupations were not
simply - another form of “*industrial
action®, or a means of protest, but
a demand for workers® control, - In
general the working class has no
means - of expression. - The itrade
union and Labour Party are, to say
the least; an extremely poor means
of .expresslon for the working CHAass.
Therefore, the working class has to
express itself in action. When the
workers occupy, as this is now
normal in workers® struggles, they
are posing an important point of
programmes  They are demanding
workers controf and, in these parti—
cular instances, ~workers control
over - nationalised ‘industries or
services,
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EDITORIAL

The last few days in particular
have demonstrated the ~immense
confusion and disorder of the Rea~
gan administration, its inability to
contain the opposition within capi-
talism itself to the imperialist war
teams who plan to-attack the Soviet
Union in a desperate effort o stem
the advance towards world Commu—~
nism. The passing of the proposal
for a nuclear freeze in the House of
Representatives ~ whatever the
qualifications attached to it — the
conflict over funds to stimulate the
counter~revolution against Nicara—
gua and, finally, the condemnation
by the Catholic Bishops in the USA
of any justification for atomic war;
all these are blows at the intentions
of impetialism. The criminals have
to stay clandestine and have no
means - of gathering support and
approbation for their despairing
enterprise. Al the same time, the
rifts with the European bourgeoisie

.| continue and, in Germany, a warm

1| process awaits the centre govem—-
“ment of Koh! — the Greens have
denounced all reactionary measures
of the government, Kohl is split
with Strauss, and the issue of the
Cruise missiles will result in even
more powerful mterventmn#of the
masses. All this renders the cen—
1 tralisation of imperialism impossible
~ German capitalism, as is analysed
elsewhere in ‘the paper, cannot
afford to go against the Soviet
Union as Yankee imperialism would
fikes

The uproar against the sinister
intentions of imperialism can be
‘seen on every hand, Thus, leading
sectors of the - Central-:and Latin
American bourgeoisie “~ in this
‘case Figueredo of Brasil = come out
against the- Yankee intervention in
Nicaragua, and Central America as
a whole. This was the same posi-
tion as the Mexican President, and
shows that sectors of:the bourge—
oisie have no other option but to
accept the need for social progress
even. if i goes against the sacred
principlies of private property. They
have no other choice but to oppese
Yankee imperialism and the balance
of world forces against imperialism
stimulates them inexorably in. this
direction,

In Britain everything is deter-
mined and overshadowed by the
discussion over the need to prevent
the establishment of the Cruise
missiles here and the necessity for
unilateral  nuclear disarmament.
Implicit in this process is the
understanding of the whole world
process —~ the fact that imperialism
breeds war and the Workers States,
led by the Soviet Union, have no
interest in war but seek only to

‘Britain,

CONTENTS

Page 4,

Zimbabwe and the advance
to Socialism.

The Malvinas Discussion;

For a Labour Government
on the programme of

« closing the missile bases

« social transformations

unify- the world on the basis of a
superior social system and superior
social relations, - Essentially the
anti-nuclear movement has grasped
this. .~ The fact that Fool, in the
middle of all the electoral prepara~
tions, writes to Andropov to discuss
with the Soviet leader the whole
issue .~ of . nuclear. disarmament
responds to a profound process in
Such discussions on the
abandonment of atomic arms by
Britain is, in fact, tantamount to
the ~liquidation of the capitalist
system -~ without missiles how can
capitalism: maintain itself politi-
cally, socially and -economically?
This 'shows the elevation of pre~
occupation in Britain, the sentiment
that there is no need for these
stupid - missiles to maintain - the
rights of a few property owners,
Even without a Party that is pre~
pared politically or theoretically,
and with a Trade Union leadership
at ‘the best timid and at the worst

“conciliatory with ‘capitalism, Foot

has responded in part to the needs

of .the situation and shows how. the |

role of the Workers States and the
balance of forces which favours the
forces of progress and Socialism is

‘constantly augmenting. The forces

that Thatcher represents have been
completely unable to determine as
they would like the electoral pro—
cess ~ the issues of war and peace,
in fact the nature of the capitalist
system in one form or another,.are
entering public discussion. The
Thatcher group has been unable to
cope with any of the discussions,
and its weakness is shown in the

vacillation over the calling of the
election. - The local elections. gave
no comfort to her regime — although
in- themselves. they have no- great
importance and the majority of the
electorate abstain — but they were
treated as though they would provide
a solution.

In Poland the government re-
ceives the support of millions of
the population and there is a .con-
stant process of rectification. In
Britain, Thatcher. could not even
organise a demonstration in support
of the Malvinas war, and capitalism
in Cowley attempts to reduce the
workers {o serfs, All the facades
of British imperialism are slipping
away, the reality is the Police Bill
which is a measuyre of a police state
and, at the same time, is opposed
by. many seclors - of capifalism
itself,

The - greatest weakness of the
Labour Party lies in the limitations

and- the lack of consistent support
Turn to pagei4
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THE FAILURE OF THE INVASION

OF NICARAGUA

ORGANISED BY YANKEE IMPERIALISM

The failure of the counter~
revolutionary invasion of Nicaragua
is a very great defeat of Yankee

imperialism. Imperialism threatened :

~ trying to exert economic pressure,
sabotage etc. ~ and when it took the
initiative everything ended in a
decisive defeat. 1t sought through
this action to send counter-
revolutionary groups into Nicaragua
to oblige the bourgeors;e of Central
Amenca parhcu!ar!y of Honduras
to intervene in a more direct form
and, at the same time, to force other
sectors in the United States to
support  a". greater intervention.
Hence the great clown Reagan, with

‘the photographs of the Soviet air- -

ports everywhere that became ridi-~
culous; firstly, because they were
not secrel, and secondly, because
they  had . other objectives.

- This defeat is going to have
very profound effects in- the anii-
imperialist . process .in  Latin
America and in the world. It is
necessary to salute the decision of
the Sandinista leadership in Nicar-
agua which showed that it was firm
and resolved to intervene with all
its political and military resources
against the assassins and mercen-
aries which imperialism sent inte
their territory. The most important
and defermining expression of this

decision was the visit of Ortega to
Moscow and his interview with
Andropov right in the middle of the
conflict.  This stopped the very
sinister intentions of imperialism
which included utilisation of greater
measures against - Nicaragua,
because the pholographs of Oriega

with Andropov showed the decision

of the USSR and of the -unified
Sardinists’ leadership to defend the
Nicaragua revolution; but it is
necessary that the local leadership
is decided; and with this imperia~
lism is paralysed. The world sees
this and it is an experience which
affirms the unity of the revolutionary
world process with the Soviet Union.

Imperialism found a much deeper
resistance than it bargained for,
and that now the structure of the
world relation of forces prevents its
initiatives from triumphant outcome.
For the Nicaragua revolution by
itself alone does not have the eco-
nomic or military strength to. con~
front Yankee imperialism. and the
counter~revolution which imperi—
In this structure of

6 3 83

the world, whose centre is the USSR,

it is the USSR which makes small‘

Nicaragua and EI Salvador appear
strong and gigantic in front of the
United States. Cuba also has shown
no doubts in supporting and sus—
taining Nicaragua and forms part of
this world relation of forces. The
authority of Cuba and of the USSR
has elevated enommously in Latin
America.  Hence this. defeal of
imperialism continues the process
of anti-imperialist development
which the conflict of the Malvinas
develeped in an open form.

Yankee imperialism sought to
inflict
Nicaragua. They hoped fo conquer
part of the territory. They believed
that the revolution was weakened
through the crisis of the alliances
made by the Sandinistas; they

much  greater. damage. in .

RESOLUT!ON OF THE IS

tbe invasion and its going any
further as a gteat part of the North
American population support the
process in WNicaragua and El Sal—
vador, but within imperialism itself

there are sectors who are against

such action because they see thata

revolutionary process is unleashed
in which the Workers States are
intervening: the USSR, Cuba, to-
gether with the masses. These are
sectors of the big North American
bourgecisie whe do not want a
direct confrontation now with the
Workers States, whe are afraid, do
not feel secure, and see that they
are divided as a capﬁahst system
and that every ini
defeat, as in the case of Nicaragua,
the Middle East or lran- This inter~
nal opposition in imperialism itself
has veen an important factor in the

ToRey

Popular militia guard the revolution |
in Nicaragua.

believed that the opposition of
Robele. of Eden Pastora and. the
othérs who, in the first stage were
joined - to the Sandinistas, was
determinant in the solidily and
structure - of the revolution, and - of
the Sandinista movement. Based
on these calculations they organ-—
ised this invasion and saw that the
Nicaraguan masses totally centra-
lised themselves around their
leadership, that the counter—~
revolutionary ~ assassins remained
completely isolated, and that other

sectors  who could ‘have been in-
volved ' retreated immediately - and

Honduras - did not. follow the plan.

Within the United States there is
a great reaction against this, not
only from the people who are against

failure of the action in Nicaragua.
Hence ‘Time' came out to denounce
that the CIA had been the organiser
of the invasion and accusing Reagan
- and this shows the intemal
fights of different tendencies of
Yankee imperialism.

On the other hand, the Latin
American bourgeoisie are afraid of
the process in Nicaragua and see
that a new Workers State is arising,
like Cuba, but at the same time they
immediately fear more an intereven
tion of imperialism which will un-
leash " an anti~imperialist and
anti-capitalist revolutionary pro~
cess. They see that an intervention
of “imperialism increases its
dominion over Latin America and

Turntopage 3
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Theﬂe!ectojra! result in Germany
does- not mean a reinforcement of

the Right in the country, as some -

Socialist and Communist parties
have thought.  Firestly, a Left
government was not in power pre-
viously; that is, with the Social
Democratic govemment in powern
because the SDP could not be con~
sidered as a workers' party and of
the lLeft, . On the other hand, the
Right is not going to be able to push
“back in a decisive way the policy

of Germany in front of imperialism:

and. the preparation for war which
this is making; neither is it going to
contain the internal social progress
represented by the advance to the
Left in the Social Democracy and
the ascent of the ‘greens’. Thus,
how has the Right - through the
CDU and the Social Christians -
increased in economic, political
and social authority? In no way!
There.is no possibility of resolving
‘the.“problems of Germany in the
strictly capitalist sense; in the
same way this new government
is "not “going “to be able to break
links with the Workers States nor
submit itself more directly to- the
war. plans of imperialism. To do
thtS would lead to the death of an
xmportant sector of the German
economy.

The most.. ;mportant elements to
emphasase in these elections is the
programmatic and electoral progress
of the ecological groups, the greens
and also that the vote to the SDP
(which_has been important) has a
much more. marked. characler to the
Left than before. The bourgeois
sectors of the SDP are those who
have stopped voting for it now, and
voted for the CDU, and an :mpo:tant
sector. for the Liberals also, while
the workmg class and the Left petit
bourgems:e voted in the majority
~for the SDP, The vote for the CDU
includes all the ulcerous, parasitic
layers of the bourgeoisie and the
top petit bourgeoisie, the top
agrarian bourgeoisie and regional
bourgeoisie; "all those who have
contributed nothing to the economic,
social and cultural development and
the life of the country. An important
sector of the bourgeoisie and petit
bourgeoisie who voted for the CDU
did so also  because the CDU,
anyway, have not made a Vcampaign
of submission' to the plans of im~
perialism. I certainly Koh! speaks
of installing the North American
missiles, he puts the emphasis on
the necessity to arrive at an USSR-
USA agreement and that, for this,
it is necessary to study the proposal
of Andropov and the Warsaw Pact,

In this way they give security to
a layer of the bourgeoisie that they

will resistthe Yanks to some extent,
at the same time as safeguardmg
the mterests of German capitalism,

‘The iecént electoral result.does
not change the material bases
analysed by Cde Posadas, which
determine the conduct of the German
bourgeoisie as a consequence of the
world confrontation between systems
(capitalism and the Workers States
As German capitalism is the most
powerful, after the North American
imperialism. it feels that in the next
war, whatever the outcome, it is
going to disappear. Within capita~
lism economic contradictions a
thousand times worse than those
that caused the launching of pre~
vious wars have already accumulated
~ within Europe, and the USA and

- THE ELECTIONS IN GERMANY AND THE

CRISIS IN THE SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

Japan, between Japan and the USA.

~1f the USSR and the Workers States

did not exist, or supposing that they
were eliminated, imperialism would
launch war against its competitors,

~andwould dictate to Germany and

Japan who would be disarmed,

Amperialism does not launch war
between the capitalist countries

because it knows that the Workers
States would intervene and would be
the victors, and in the case of the
victory of the Workers States in the
next war as will be the case neither
can German capitalism survive.
Thus the German bourgeoisie even
identified in ‘the interest of the
capitalist class to eliminate the
Socialist camp have developed a
behaviour of resistance to the war
and of relations with the Workers
States with whom it sees that it can
have good relations and a way of
development. Hence the declaration
of the Soviets is going to have an
effect: *If the Germans instal the
missiles this .is going to put a
question over the whole of out re—
lations’, that is to say, commercial
relations,

The Soviets have intervened
actively in this present process of
Germany and the result is not going
to paralyse them, They showed
their sympathy for the SDP during
the campaign, and Vogel has been a
publicist for the Andropov proposals.
Vogel represents an important sector
of the European bourgeoisie, which
sees that such a proposal is a
solution for them, {hat it is probable
and that as awhole they will oppose
the installation of the missiles,
They see in these missiles some~
thing which negates their capacity
for competition. Another sector of
the German bourgeoisie, which be-
fore voted for the SDP, was shaken
by the process therein and ran to
vote for the CDU. It is necessary
to take into account that the Andro~
pov proposal leads to the dis-
organisation of the world structure
of the defence of the capitalist
system, leaves all the question of
the war against the socialist
countries in the hands of imperial-
ism, Another part of those who have
stopped voting for the SDP voted
for the Liberals, so as not to leave
the hands of the Right completely
free,

The consequences of these
elections in Gwrmany are not going
to be precisely a turn to the Right.
The confirmation of Vogel as pre~
sident of the Social Democratic
Parliamentary gropp confirms that
the programmatic progress against
the war is firm in a layer of the
bourgeoisie, and in the Left of the
SDP, World imperialism and world
capitalism has registered this.
The German Social Democracy has
passed from a general policy of
resistance to the complete central-
isation with imperialism which it
had before, to promote a very pro—
found internal process such that
now capifalism cannct rely on it.
Thus, on the world plane, it has
developed a policy which creates
difficulties in the process of pre-
paration for the launching of the war
on the part of imperialism; internally
it gives access to sectors of the
anti-imperialist petit bourgeocisie,

—,

influenced by the Workers States
and by the German Workers State,
a petit bourgeoisie which feels
invaded by imperialism and which,
in front of the Workers States, feels
and sees an immense possibility of
development and progress.

The Communist movement, in-
cluding the PCI which saw the SDP
as part of the European Left and an
example for the ‘third road’, must
understand that this internal process
in the SDP is new. The SDP has
been led all this time, and still
continues, through the German
bourgesisie. As such it does not
mean that it has committed errors
which led it to electoral defeat, but
it was the policy of the defence
of the German capifalist system,
which led to the behaviour which
the SDP maintained in its govern—
ments. Under its governments im~
portant restrictions were imposed
on the democratic rights of the
masses, such as the restriction on
parties of the Left gaining access
to positions in the public services
- under its governments the powerful
frade union bureaucracy was imposed
and sustained, and this impeded the
free expression of the workers’
movement and has been an instru=
ment to confront movements such as
the campaign made four years ago
for the reduction of the working day
fo 35 hours each week.

It is thus that the SDP, which
finds its base in an important sec~
tor of the intellectual sector, does
not have sufficient’ authority over
the population in a form to win iis
support ‘unconditionally, and thus
also a small sector of the workers'
movement denied them ‘electoral
support as a means of protest
against all this social structure of
the SDP, The Communist movement
must understand the nature of the
crisis in the German Social Demo~
cracy and the selection which is
going to occur in its leaderships:
similar to the process of the Labour
Party in Britain, but different from
the process in the Communist parties
In the Social Democracy the de-
velopment of all this crisis of pro~
gress is slower “because it is a
question of a process in opposition
to the historic objective with which
the Social Democratic parties were
created. But in the Communist par~
ties the original historic objective
was maintained: which is the con-
struction of Communism -~ and this
is so even with the oscillations of
its leaderships.

The internal process in the
Social Democratic parties is depen-
dent on the world process which
influences and educates exiensive
layers of the intellectuals and of
the petit bourgeoisie, including
layers which have imposed the entry
info Parliament of the ‘greens’,
They represent and collect support
and voles from sectors coming from
the bourgeoisie and the petit bourge~
oisie, They have come bringing
concerns and  promoting fights
against the pollution of the air, of
water, of food; against the installa—
tion of nuclear plants; in general,
against the consequences of the
existence of the capitalist system
in this stage, and which can only be

13 March 1983

resolved with the liquidation of the
capitalist system. Now they have
progressed programmatically a great
deal; as the centre, they have the
struggle against the installation of
the euro—-missiles, the proposal for
the social development of Germany
with the funds which at present are
spent in arms for the construction
of popular housing, and the
reduction of the working day to
thirtyfive hours a week. They can
be a promoting centre of necessary
initiatives which are going to dyna~
mise the internal process in Ger-
many, and they are going to find
allies in the trade union movement
and -in the Social Democratic Left,
In the Social Democracy also a very
rich process is coming; the trade
union  demonstration  developed
before the elections if certainly
they were made with the objectives

in the electoral process, ‘show
that a sector is going to seek to
support itself more on the trade
unions, on the workers' movement,
to resist any retreat which the
present government wants to impose.

If the Kohl government and the
Social Christian Strauss represent
sectors which will aim at a policy
more submitted to the Yanks, it does

not mean that they can do it. The
confirmation of the Liberal Genscher
as Minister of Foreign Relations is
a demonstration that they are not
going to be able to retreat very
much, whether in relation to the
Soviets or internally. There is one
aspect to take into account, as Cde
Posadas has analysed, which is
that the Social Democracy in the
German government served capital~
ism to contain the pressure of the
working class.. For this fundamen~
tally the ‘washing up’ was done by
the Social Democratic trade union
bureaucracy.  With what is Kohl
now going to contain the workers'
reaction to the intensification of the
crisis of German capitalis,? - a
reaction which is going to come
and to which the trade union leader—
ship has to give a certain margin, a
reaction to the increase of un~
employment and factory closures,
the whole of the worsening of the
standard of living on which the cost
of the new missiles is going to have
further repercussions.

These elections.in Germany must
not be assessed only by the ascent
of Kohl to the government, but
through the conditions of global
confrontation between systems which
determine the behaviour of the Ger—
man  bourgesisie and also the
progress .of a Left which is de~-
veloping in the SDP and the ‘greens’.

(WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE

- POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL).

OUT OF GIBRALTAR, OUT OF NATO!

The large~scale visitation of the
British fleet to Gibraltar and the
fact that the Spanish tleet was ob—
serving it, exemplities the profouhd
disorder In the functioning of the
world capitalist system.

The Thatcher government acts, or
tries to act, as the sidekick of
Yankee imperialism to Intimidate
opposition, as happened over the
Malvinas wars Now the return of the
Socialist government in Spain has
intensified the sentiments of ‘the
Spanish masses for the return of
Gibraltarn This is associated with
the anti-NATO sentiment and the
strength of the British naval force
sent to Gibraltar expresses the
desire to intimidate a government in
Spain which does not correspond to
the necessities of the war prepara—
tions against the Soviet Union and
the Workers States. The refusal of
the Spanish dockers to re—fit the
fleet is in line, in a different con—
text, with the British seamen who
organised an International strike
wheri- the navy arbitrarily expro—
priated a vessel of the merchant
navy., The reaction of Spain to the
British tleet is part of the rejection
of all the policies of Imperialism.

The Labour Party should take a
principled attitude on all this ~ just
as, without equivocation, it should
have accepted the return of the
Maivinas to Argentine, The fact
that a referendum in 1967 in Gibral~
tar voted for British control has no

relevance since all the economic
dependence on Britain rendered such
a vote meaningless. Moreover, such
@ matter cannot be decided by a
small geographical annexe, when
it's a question of a decision for a
whole people. Gibraltar does not
exist just for Gilbraltar, and its
existence ‘in itself' Is wholly
artiticial,

The fact that the old links with
the metropolis no longer guarantee a
good life for Gibraltar weakens the
support for imperialism in the colony
itselfs Imperialism has .no secure
means of sustaining this economy
whose only future lies in Integration
with the Spanish economy and with
social transformation in Spain.

The whole Incident over Gibraltar
shows the extreme exacerbation of
relations between imperialism and
Spain, a country which no longer
responds to the needs of world im—
perialism but, in however protracted
a way, to the needs of the Spanish
people for social change.
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intervention against Nicaragua.

from pagel
RESOLUTION OVER THE FAILED
INVASION OF NICARAGUE -

the local bourgeoisie feels crushed,
In this sense the process of the
Malvinas continues, because the
Latin American countries were in
general unanimous in their attitude
of not supporting any - extemal
it
is necessary to oonsider that, until

a short time ago, they intervenwd -

including with soldiers - at the side
of imperialism to smash the revo-
lutionary movements like Argentina
which  supported militarily the
reactionary government of EI Sai-
vador until the Malvinas struggle.

They say that now there are Argen—

tinians jointed to the counter-
revolutionaries who invaded Nicara~
gua, but they are mercenaries who
invaded Nicaragua and not
representatives of the Argentinian
govemment.

There is a revolutionary process
in ascent in Latin America which
imperialism is incapable of con-
taining. El Salvador, which con-
tinues and develops — whatever they
organise - is not alone. Thus they
murdered this comrade, Marinella
Garcia, who was not a revolutionary
leader but part of the sectors of the
Latin American bourgeoisie won by
the revolution. She was of bourgeois
origin, had been a parliamentary
representative of the Christian
Democracy, and was won by feeling
and understanding, to support the
revolution and the class struggle.
They assassinated her precisely
because thesehave such an effect
on the layers of the bourgeoisie.
But it is an expression of a very
profound process which is develop-
ing in Latin America. It is ex~
pressed in ancther form in the
Church, and it is for this reason
that the visit of the Pope has also
been a failure in its objective of
containing the influence of the
revolution over the Church.

The Pope went to small countries
which in earlier times counted for
nothing, masses considered most
backward who lived under coldfial
regimes and which now intervene in
history through the revolution. That
the Pope has had to go there to beg
for the ‘unity’ of the Church shows
the weakness of the capitalist sys—
tem expressed in the crisis of the
Church. Now there is a sector of
the Church won to the process of
social transformations, such as the
priests of Nicaragua, and this pro-
cess is still more profound in the
masses. Hence the Pope went to
conciliate and not to impose, to
make agreements, to gain time in
the name of the Church as an insti-
tution which has its own interests

. and they are not always the same
as-imperialism. Hence the hypo-
crisy of the Pope which is the same
as ever, but comes to light openly;
that is to say he had to go to
Nicaragua to salute the Sandinistas
and, at the same time, to fratemise
with the assassin dictators of
Guatemala and El Salvador. But
what has changed is that he went

alone to salute the dictatorships and
the assassins; once they visited the
Vatican, now he has to do the
visiting.

The failure of the dictatorships of
Latin America, the economic col-
lapse expressed in the external
debt, obliges the local bourgeoisie
to seek support in the masses to
survive in front of imperialism, not
on the basis of it being the least
evil for them, but because they have
no other solution. In this process
they are trying to impede the in-
dependent organisation of the
masses. They make a thousand
manoceuvres, but not because they
have strength or capacity but be-
cause there is no leadership, no
workers’ parties of weight. Never-
theless the events of Nicaragua, El
Salvador and Bolivia, the mobilisa-
tions in Argentina, the itriumph of
the elections of last November in
Brasil of the opposition to the mili~
tary government, show that the pro-
cess does not wait on the develop-
ment of the parties and leaderships.
The masses intervene in the same
way and determine levels of profun-
dity which surpass the national
process; that is to say, they
receive the influence of the world.
The masses expressed this in the
visit of the Pope, showing that
they do not submit to religion but
are orientated by the revolution.

In part the invasion of Nicaragua
was made after the visit of the
Pope, because theybelieved that the
authonty of the Sandinista govern~
ment.in front of the other countries
was weakening, but the opposite was
the case. It was the authority of
the Pope ; which was
enormotisly shaken after this trip.
The masses are with the revolution
and only afterwards with God, and
the Pope has no influence unless he
relates to what people want. If it
were otherwise there would have
been great mobilisations in defence
of the Pope against those who are
in conflict with him in Nicaragua but
there is nothing of this. When for
people it is normal to hiss and con-
demn the Pope, it is because they
are mature in the understanding,
and because they are guided by
social concrete experience.

1t is necessary to discuss the
impotence of imperialism which, in
the past, intervened directly with
troops and organised coups, changed
presidents from one day to the next,
made massacres with impunity, and
today they cannot do it. They con-
tinue massacring, organising crimes,
and massacres, but cannot determine
events. As they cannot go further
they try to maintain a group of paid
assassins, people linked to the old
landowners so that once a week they
fire a shot, commit a crime, kill a
teacher, a doctor, even a peasant,
and with this imperialism makes its
campaign through the press that it
controls; saying, ‘See, there is gz
strong guerrilla opposition’, It is
the same in Afghanistan; the so-
called guerrilias are the landowners
expelled by the agrarian reform, but
they have no weight in the popula~
tion. They show someone with a

_threaten Cuba.

tifle shooting from somewhere to
justify the lie that ‘there is a
guerrilla movement against the
Soviets’, and there is nothing..
They are bands of assassins, and
it is necessary to show this. The
Communist and Socialist parties
must discuss and denounce those
who resist the advance of the revo-
lutionary process in Afghanistan,
as in Nicaragua.

The plan of imperialism with
Nicaragua is to liguidate the Sand-

‘inist leadership, 1o liquidate the

revelution. It cannot do this, but it
will not abandon this objective;
thus it seeks, through the group

which invaded, to maintain a situa~
tion of instability which justifies
its presence, which intimidates the
rest of the bourgeoisie, and to
It has not succeeded
in this because the bourgesisie have
no other solution than to seek a
certain independence from the Yanks
and Cuba continues intervening and
elevates its relation with the anti-
imperialist  process of . Latin
America. At the same time, imperi-
alism utilises this situation to
maintain the pressure on the world
and European bourgeoisie to prevent
it intervening there.

The European bourgeoisie com-
petes with imperialism in Latin
America and. after the Malvinas
accentyated this situation. Germany
and France and ltaly seek to sub~
stitute for Yankee imperialism,  and
also to compete with the Workers
States.” The policy of the Secialist
International, its support to Nicar~
agua, partly reflect this intention of
European capitalism. The Yanks
try to contain this process because
it affects them directly.  For
example, any anti-imperialist pro~
cess in Latin America passes
through the expulsion of the Yanks,
above all, and, at a lesser level
the countries of capitalist Europe,
thus, the latter in the drive for com~
petition seek to establish them -

selves because politi--
cally - they do not ‘appear  so
compromised with the past.  With

- Nicaragua, the policy of the Euro—

pean social democracy has this
sense. It does not mean that they
are going to help Nicaragua, but that
they seek markets fo invest in a
short stage, and for this they can go
as far as to give a minimum of aid,
but also to contain the process

within the margins of capitalism,

and this being so it is no progress
for Nicaragua or for Latin America.

The experience of Nicaragua
shows that
changed its objectives. It is going
te continue pursuing the objective
of smashing the anti-imperialist and
anti-capitalist revolutions. Politi-

imperialism has not

development of the new Workers
States in Latin America, and it is

going to seek all the means to do if"
because any social end economic .
“progress goes against them, goes

against private property. It is
necessary to discuss that there is
no tactic which can impede the
intervention of imperialism; there are
tactics which can reduce the damage
of the counter—revolutionary
initiatives but not to impede them.

Thus it is necessary to help to
develop an anti-imperialist move—
ment in Central America, to appeal
for the unification and common
planning to develop the economy.
Cuba can intervene much more in
this discussion, making public
appeals aimed at the governments,
to the armies, but also to the popu-
lations; if the government does not
make it, then the trade unions can,
or the Party directly - to appeal
that the Latin American countries
do not pay the extemal debt to
imperialism, that they expel imperi~
alism and develop a common pro~
gramming of the economy w:th the
Workers Sfates.

Immediately, it is necessary to
defend and secure a campaign of
solidarity and give help fo the
Nicaragua revolution. The Workers
States can intervene much more
with their help; they do it decisively
as the Soviets are now doing but
it is necessary to give better poli-
tical forms, uniting help with public
discussion on how to resolve the
problems of the economy, of society,
of health, of education etc. This is
going to have an enormous effect in
Latin America and on the masses of
the United States. In August 1979

Cde J. Posadas wrote on Nicaragua
and made an: appeal to the Workers
States, ‘so that the Soviet people
China, the population of all the
Workers States, in the factories,
the schools, discuss the economic
help to send to Nicaragua and send
immediately millions of doflars: the
wage of one day's work of every
worker  of the Workers States.

Undoubtedly, since then the help
of the Workers States has elevated,

but the objective and the method
with which the proposal was made
continues entirely valid, and hence
we return to pose it. When, through—

“out ‘the world, imperialism des-

perately launches the most lying
campaigns against the Workers
States, inventing spies or ~ as in
the Bulgarian case - making it
appear that all the terrorism comes
from the Workers States, it is be-
cause it has no perspective. They
are efforts to contain the influence
of the Workers States over the petit
bourgesisie of the big capiralist
countries and to exert pressure on
the Right of the Communist and
Socialist parties. The bourgeoisie
itself knows that the USSR has no
interest in terrorism nor espionage,
because its development does not
depend on this. The Soviets are
developing the most important pro~
jects of this stage of history, they
are constructing another country in
Siberia and, in harmony with nature,
they are resolvmg the regional dis-
equmbrmm taking water to arid
regions and fertilising unculti-
vatable regions. Hence the USSR
finds harmony with any country
which wants to progress like Nica-
ragua. Thus, it is necessary to
weigh publicly with this relation
in_the world discussion, showing
that it is imperialism which is orga~
nising terrorism, as they are doing
in Nicaragua. We appeal to all the
Communist parties and revolutionary
movements to defend and support
the Sandinista revolution and_ the
expulsion of Yankee imperialism
from Latin America, to unite the
support to the revolutionary move~
ment of EI Salvador, We appeal to
the movement which in Europe is
mobilising for peace against the
establishment of Yankee missiles

to- - discuss - the experience . of
Nicaragua and. support the anti-
imperialist ~and  anti~capitalist
struggle in the world. In any case,
imperialism is preparing war - but
every defeat which it suffers re~
duces its: historic  and ' concrete
capacity, and, as a result, the
damage which it is gmng to provoke
for humamty. :
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OUT WITH ZIONIST AND

FROM THE

cally and socially it does not have

the strength but develops the
military capacity to make it prepared
for the war against the Workers
States. They see that the USSR
does not allow retreats in the revo~
lutions, and hence Ortega is in
Moscow. Thus imperialism sees that
it is not Nicaragua but the USSR
which determines, and then it feels
impotent; but this does not mean
that it is abandoning its objectives.
This has to be discussed in the
world Communist movement. Yankee
imperialism wants to impede the

corrections 333 Red Fiag

IMPERIALIST TROOPS

LEBANON!

Last paragraph, article on Reagan *the instrument’ refers to the lack of an

adequate organisation in

the world Communist movement,

L.ast paragraph, article on world Communist movement, should read, ‘the

masses are  prepared for Jue.'

The demonstration referred to in the photograph took place -in Washington

not New York.




Zi"mbab‘we and the‘ :
advance 10 Socialism

The vociferous campaign of
attacks by 3ritish = imperialism
against Zimbabwe and its leadership
has met with little success. British
zmpenaiism, with Its usual hypo—
crisy, tries to take advantage of the
undoubted tribal and other difticul—
ties in Zimbabwe, It is sheer hypo—
cracy because the problem of tribal—
ism, in particular, was maintained
and nurtured by British imperialism
when Zimbabweé ‘was still d British
colony.  Imperialism has failed
because Zimbabwe forms part of a
world process ‘in which any ‘new'
country seeking to advance has to
take the path of Socialisms. ‘In’its
anxiety to use the problems that do
exist in Zimbabwe, British imperia—
tism . convemently forgets  that
V4 :mbabwe had thrown :mpenalism
out in order to advance, and that
considerable” advances have been
made under ‘the leadership  of
Mugabe, ‘As well as the recent ex—
tension of nationalisations ‘there
are the previous méasures to develop
education and the health services
for the benefit of the mass of the
population, and the institution of a
minimum ‘wage for workerss

"The forces of reaction, both
inside and outside the country, are'
willing to clutch at any straw ‘in
order ‘to disrupt the advance of
Zimbabwe, There has been a similar
process m Mozambique and, in-a
more “direct form, in Nlcaragua. A
great deal of play ‘has been made of
repress:an In  Zimbabwe by the
bourgeois press. However; even the
wife:of Joshua Nkomo has urged-him
o return-to. Zimbabwe on ' the
grounds that he:is In’ no ‘danger.
Certainly -his stay in-London does
not seemto be very fruitful on any
levels. Alsoy :Nkomo's pacty, ZAPU,
is still in-Parliament and in govern—
mentsSo, where is the repression?
Certainly the activities : of . Smith
have been curtailed, but the very
tfact that he is at liberty, or even
alive, simply shows that the masses
of Zimbabwe are somewhat more
humane than Smith and-his gang —

tand  British imperialism directly
before that were Those in
Zimbabwe, like the Catholic Arch—
bishop of Harare, who are complain—
ing of ‘repression’ were, as Mugabe
has said, much less vocal in
their condemnations of the previous
reactionary Smith regime.

Zimbabwe. is advancing towards
Socialism because. there is no other
path for progress, .and. there are
always ‘dissidents’ against Social-
ism in these circumstances. -Even if
these ‘dissidents’ do not support
world reaction, or are not direct
agents of imperialism, they are open
to be used.by imperialism. . There
are, of course, the remnants of the
White Settler element which is not
gone. to South Africa, but they are of
little . importance and no strengths
However, the structure left behind
by imperialism in Zimbabwe has not
yet been oompletely eliminated and
there are elements within that which
hope to maintain elements of private
property -and Individual .interests

" To understand Zimbabwe neces—
sitates geeing it as part-of a world
process,  The problems that Z imbab—
we “faces are not the problems of
constructing a national bourgeois
state, but the problems of the con-'
struction of Socialism. This is the
level-of the world today, In this, the
examplé-of the Soviet Union and the
Workers States is the determining
influence;.. .even. though.: the - direct
political intervention of the Workers
States may not yet be at the neces-—
sary level.. However, the 'indepen—
dence’ . of Zimbabwe would - have
been very short—lived, given that it
borders South Africa, if it were not
for the existence of the Soviet Union
and: her - present: policy .of support
for ‘all struggles of national and.
social hberauon ', and the presence
of Cuban troops in Southern Africa.

The existence of ‘dissidents’ in
Zimbabwe, remnants of the old
regime, or elements that are reluc—
tant ‘to go too far down the road

towards Socialism, or tribal problems
and the constant interference of
imperialism, are only part of the
story. Undoubtedly, some of the
terrorism in Matabeleland has been
carried out by elements who fought

in the armed struggle against re—
action and who are now:impatient. for
progress. Thelir impatience with a
certain slowness in the progress of
Zimbabwe is the result of a favour—
able world balance of forces, com—

bined with a lack of prepared politi— .

cal leadership, Mugabe has already
attacked government ministers and
other leaders who ‘acquire wealth
whilst posing as Socialists’s The
impatience of some of the fighters
who carried arms against the re—
action is an inevitable result of
having no Party previously prepared
tor the advance to Socialism.
Zimbabwe, in general, has overcome
this problem very well but it still
faces problems, and they are world —
rather than local — problemss

-1t I8 not .a question. of - taking
sides -between.. Mugabe and Nkomo
or whoevers . The problem Is not
posed. in: that. .form. = There Is the
problem of the construction of
Socialism -and the leadership for
this- stage . of history, whatever
phase ‘of the process any particular
country -has reached.  Zimbabwe
can, like the rest of the world, rely
on ‘the Workers: States for the ex--
ample of the path to Socialism,for
economic and military aids However
the most important ald, at this stage,
is on the poiitical plane. - The
greatest and most necessary. support
for Zimbabwe is politicals  It-is not
a. question of taking sides, but of
understanding Zimbabwe in:  the
world: .context of the advance 1o
Socialism. -and of participating in
the -discussion for the construction
of the necessary conscious political
feadership.and Party,
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J. POSADAS

MPs

THE MALVINAS WAR
AND THE DECAY OF
IMPERIALISM

The bloody and barbarous war
waged by British imperialism over
the Malvinas has not been analysed
in depth, apart from the Posadist
IV Internationals in general terms,
the Labour leadership was against
the character of the. war and the
Benn tendency very much against,
but the lack of much analysis over
the origins of this war has led to
the - absence of .any conclusions.
All the publicity of imperiallsm is

designed to conceal the real process

under a cloud of militarist mysticism
and lying. However, reality will not
depart.and the persistent attacks by
the Labour MP Dayell Is very inter—
esting in this respect. The Franks
Commission - was _an_ atlempt .to
exonerate British imperialism under
the flagrant rubbish. about the gov—
ernment having done all in its power

to -avert -the conflicts =~ But Dayell
puts the correct point ‘of view and
argues -that- imperialism: planned
the attacik on Argehtina as part of a
wider strategy.

‘Imperialism 1s now trying to
develop the Malvinas as an atomic
base for use against the continent
of Latin America, as part of the war
strategy of world Imperialism in
conflict ‘with the Workers States.
But when MPs like Dayell persist
In their attacks and a Parliamentary
Commission, including Conservative
on’ the Malvinas, say the.
“fortress’ policy of Thatcher s
untenable, this shows that in spite
of the limitations the Labour leader—
ship over the Malvinas Issue
forces ‘including sectors of capital=
ism: expose ‘the " Thatcher line and
reject  her policies, :

Editorial
for mobilisation of the masses, The
proietariat has intervened on many
occasions to push forward the class
struggle - the ASLEF strike, the
Water Workers intervention, the
struggle of the Hospital Workers,
the recent struggles at Cowley, and
the projected occupation of the
shipyards, Certainly the trade union
leadership as a whole refuse fo
mobilise against the system, and

time and again dissipate the ener-
gies of the class and fail to co-

ordinate ~ the various . struggles.
This is an historic problem, Britain
being the home of the reformist
collaborationist trade union leader~
ship. But the forces of the Labour
Left must intervene much more in
these issues, developing a consis—
tent discussion in bulletins and
journals and, above all, giving a
transcendent character to these
struggles by placing them ina world
context,  The factor which allows
audacity and the development of a
superior conception in the Party and
Unions is the understanding of the
role of the Workers States.  Who
systains all the progressive forces
in the world, Nicaragua, Mozambique
and the PLO, and sustains Libya?
It is ‘the Soviet Union., Why is it
that, even with all the pressure of
unemployment, - the: fascists cannot
develop .anything? - Because -the
masses see another perspective:the
possibility of social transformations

From page 1

Imperialism has tried to bring out
the ‘patriotic spirit® In this episode
but in fact the use of Gurkha troops
showed a lack of confidence in the
British forces, Nor was there one
single demonstration in Britain in
support of Thatcher. Letters recently
published show ‘that the troops had
ho enthuslasm for this war and, on
the military plane, nelther was It the

- 8uccess British imperialism tries to
Portray itas'It was not prepared for
the exocet missiles nor the courage
of ‘the Argentine air force and, If
imperialism finally won the islénds,
this was due not so miuch to Britain
arms but the incapacity and unwill—
ingness of the "Argentinian “army
Commanders to  fight (a more
successful outcomefor the Argentine
military would have vastly increased
the - anti—imperialist efforts of the
Argentine masses.

The persistence of  Dalyell’s
attacks is symptomatic of the enor—
mous disintegration within the heart
of the capitalist system, ~ The mass
of the British populat:on was against
the war. and one of the mothers who
vis; ted the grave of her son said it
was all the waste of a life. . The
Malvinas episode ‘is an example. of
the total impotence of world . im—
perialism — many were kilied but
imperialism was weakened. Moreover
the professional army of British
imperialism itself must think that~
even if it goes against Its training
and outlook to do s0,~the army did
not emerge very well; and, In face
of the Soviet army andits popular
support, it will be “all tall down' for
British imperialisme

and the fact that the Soviet Unionis
for progress and not for war.. At the
same {ime, it'is necessary to appre-
ciate the progress of the Soviet
leadership, the way they chose to
intervene towards France on the
expulsion of the Soviet diplomats
in a calm and explanatory way, and
the way they intervene to the United
States writing an answer toa
little ~girl- who wrote to the Sovnet
!eader.

~The -Labour Left has fo under-
stand the ‘historic weight of the
discussion between Andropov and
Foot, The failure of the Labour
Party and the trade unions to-use
May Day as & focus for major
demonstrations and speeches shows
the crabbed outlook of the Party
and its apparatys, but it remains
fundamental that the “Labour Left
begins to structure itself around a
coherent - policy and - programme,
discusses much more, utilises the
texts of Posadas who correctly
foresaw the. course of the process
in the Workers States ‘and Britain,
A more audacious and didactic Left
based  on the understanding of the
Workers States could have a decisive
weight in -stimulating a  Labour
victory “and -winning over - those
sectors of the population who seek
a decisive- but supple leadership.

7.5.83,




Viva the strikes
to destroy Pinochet!

EDITORIAL

The return of the Thatcher government is not going to strengthen
capitalisme  On the contrary, all the contradictions which forced the
election in the first place are going to increase, and the confrontation
with the population will grow. The electoral swindle has allowed an
increase in the number of Conservative seats while, at the same time, the
Conservative proportion of the vote has diminished by 2%. The majority
of the population is against them. This is no landslide. The Thatcher
regime has no perspective for capitalism — except to act as a base fora
war against the Soviet Union and Thatcher openly boasts of her willing~
ness to ‘press the button', The low poll of the Labour Party points to the
loss of unstable and rightist sectors and to the fact that new layers have
not been won through the incapacity of the apparatus and the interested
sloth of the trade union bureaucracy, The gains to the Liberals are not
“{to be seen as gains for capitalist authority, Much of the Liberal base is
seeking a way out of the capitalist morass and: thus many accept unilater—
alism even if the leadership rejects this, Moreover, the capitalism of the
Liberals does not correspond to the wishes of the central sectors of
capitalism and is a dead weight against them. The SDP suffered major
blows, :

ANTI-WAR DEMONSTRATION

MAY 7 LONDON

The most important aspect of the election is the crisis of the
social democracy, that is, the Labour Party and with it the trade unions,
The programme of the Labour Party is &.good one -~ against nuclear
weapons and for social progress (whatever limitations there may be with
the latter). But the reality of the discussion in the elections was very,
very superficial. . There were no mobilisations, few slogans, very few
meetings apart from a campaign of meetings by Foot etc.

As for the trade ynion leadership, their relative silence
throughout was particularly ouistanding.  Although the trade uniorgs’are
directly under attack by capitalism, the trade unior leaders have mobilised

it was clear ~ as occurred in the connivance with capitatism over yn—
employment ~ that they are terrified of the development of a revotutionary
Left which can advance with the course of mobilisations and discussions.
There is no doubt that in general the trade union leadership sabotaged the
elections. Many of them —~ except Lefi sectors ~ did not want the Labour
Party programme or the Labour leader Foot. Even in the very course of
{ the election the Rightist Chappel (Chairman of the TUC! supported a
candidate of the SDP and, despite the efforts of Scargili, was not censured
- what type of support is this for the Labour Party? Chappel also spoke

and discussed nothing. They are obliged to support ihg Labour Party, but

Turn to pagef
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THE DISCUSSION IN THE COM
THE XVI CONGRESS AND THE
OF THE ANTI CAPITALIST PRO

FOR ITALY.

The recent Congress of the PCI
reflects the importance and repre—~
sentation which this Communist
Party has for the world, and Ifaly;
its function as a fundamental instru—
ment  for revolutionary  social

“transformations in the country, and

part of the progress of the interal
discussion. This is not through the
conclusions and resolutions, which
have not meant an impoitant change
in the policy of the Parly, but
through some discussions which
have been achieved in the prepara—

. tory stage, and because ‘in the

lutions it has not been possible.
o retreat to positions which some
demand. A rupture with the Soviet

_Union has not occurred nor has the

left rcharacter which the Communist
base gave to the Democratic alter~
‘natives been contained now, nor
has it been possible to make the
functioning of the Party even more

open to influence through the eapi~

talist structure. Hence, the historic
validity and character of the
Russian Revolution was sustained
against the Christian Demotracy of

“the ‘democratic alfernative’ and the

Communist Party continues being
the ‘nerve centre’ of the working
class, - '

Even with the evasions and
errors of ils leadership the intelli-
gent function of the Italian working
class was clear in this Congress.
It has been the Italian working class
and its Communist intention which
has permitted the Party to receive
the ‘influence of the world, main—
taining it in the centre of the strug~
gles of the country facing the crisis
of -capitalism against the druggists
and the Mafia, against imperialist
ammament and NATO dnd, in this
way, it has maintained itself intact,
linked to the centre of the world
tevolution and the Workers Stafes.
This was not in the discussion of
the Communist Congress. ‘It should
have discussed the attitude of the
working class over Poland. While

the leadership of the Parly con-

demned the military intervention,

while the trade union leadership
to the world campaign
against the Workers State and called

for stoppages and mobilisations, the

united

ltalian working class did nothing
against Socialist Poland. This is
not through ignorance, nor sympathy

for the ‘old’ Socialist countries:
but because the working class

understands through its function the
difficulties of the construction of

-society, sees it in their own diffi—~

culties to construct the strike, the
Arade .union, and. their Party; 'in
their Party it sees that it has to live
with people who want to change the
Communist name and objective...

This strength of the working
class and the ltalian Communist
vanguard was expressed in the rele~
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even maintaining the positions
adopted on P oland, Afghanistan,
the view of ‘the exhaustion of the
impulse for progress on the Soviet
model’; did not insist on nor made
any fuether analysis on this line
but spoke against Yankee imperia-
lism. He spoke of the USA as the
aggressive force which seeks war,
_but of the Soviet Union that it

‘makes a policy of power', and

sustained the importance of the
Sino~Soviet discussion and the
Soviet - proposal for disarmamert.
Anyway, the problems of the con-
struction of Socialism and of the
Workers States have.not been dis~
cussed in_a profound way; they
have had neither the security or the
homogeneity to deal with them
further,  In the pre-Congressal
discussion, it was partly discussed
~ if it was not more it is because

Page 2.
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vance of the Congress. The world
Communist movement and the revo~
lutionary  movement participated
fully with important deiegations,
like those from the USSR and the
Socialist countries. Also the
ltalian bourgeoisie recognised the
weight of the PCl assisting all the
bourgeois parties with their leading
mdxims, interrupting the Parli-
amentfary sessions and the Govern—
ment Council during the period of
the CP Congress. :

~ Berlinguer placed the discussion
of ltaly within the course of the

world process of the class struggle,

the Communist vanguard understands
that these are problems linked to
the decision = of anti-capitalist
struggle in the country and that,
with the proposal of the goverment
of the ‘democratic altemative’, a
perspective of struggles and of
progress of the Party will open,
which it is necessary to impel.
More decided to liquidate capitalism
in Haly, the Parly is going to have
better eyes to see the function of
the Soviet Union and the Socialist
camp: because from there they are
going to feel the necessity to
collect the strength and example,
turn o page 3
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The essential aspect of the
problems of Marxism today is that
the continuity of Marxist methoed: in
a total form does not exist in the
world Communist movement; it only
exists partially. On the basis of the
Soviet Union and the other Workers
States there is a partial Marxist
interpretation of the process of
history, on the crisis of capitalism
in the economy, or on aspects of the
class struggle; but not glebally in
the analysis of the struggle system
against system. Today Marxism has
to be applied system against system
otherwise Marxism decays, does
not have bases to develop and to be
able to be applied in a global
and integral form, but is partialised:
a part there, another parr there,
another there,

How apply Marxism in Vietnam
or China? It is necessary to infer-
pret why the Chinese invaded Viet—
nam. What are the differences be—
tween the occupation of Cambodia
by Vietnam, the occupation of Viet-
nam by the Chinese, ot the occupa-—
tion of one capitalist country by
another? One is to impel; the other
to impede "development, to devour
and absorb it.  Vietnam impels
but China impedes development.

This “is not discussed in . the
Communist movement, nor even in
the Soviet Union or China or Cuba.
That is to say, there is not a con-
tinuity of Marxism even with defects
but there is a partial application of
Marxism which then ceases, without
the application and the global ex~
" perience, This does not allow de-

veloping experiences in the prole—
tarian vanguard of the countries
~which emerge from nothing and come
out of the revolution to be some-
thing.  There is no continuity,
extension or development of Marxist
application, foreseeing the course
of ‘history — which is the essential

basis of Marxism., With twenly
Workers States now, it should be
possible to foresee, there should
have been a general instrument in
the world of foresight 1o see where

history is going and, as part of that,.

to see that imperialism is preparing
war and (without ceasing to use
the inter—capitalist contradictions —

including
making a pact with the French
against the Yanks or a pact with
the French without being against
the Yanks) in order to gain time, -
it is necessary to impe! at the same
time the revolution in the world:
The French ally with the Soviets in
part seeking their support, and the
Soviets have to make a policy of
support to Giscard d'Estaing which
affects the French Communist Party,

It is not a question of proposing
simply that Marxism is the method of
‘interpretation but of concrete appli-
cation, After the war Marxism was
abandoned, pragmatic Marxism was
applied, of a concrete order but re~
flecting interests in relation to each
problem, independent of the later and
general process. That is to say, it
is not simply a question of returning
to Marxism. Now, there is a partial
application of Marxism because the
existence of twenty Workers States
forces its leaderships towards a
partial application of Marxism.

THE ESSENTIAL PROBLEMS OF MARXISM

FROM TROTSKY TO TODAY. J. POSADAS

A correction of the insufficiency
of the interprefation of the method
of foresight in history on the Perma-
pent - Revelution is necessary,
Thare is no present existing text
which shows .that the process of
history is that:of the Permanent
Revolution.

A1l the revolutions have develop-
ed with the principles of the Perma-
nent Revolution, beginning with the
revolutions after the war ~ where
previously the Soviet Union alone
had existed, That is to say that
these Workers States did not go
through the stages of the bourgeois
state of capitalist development,
bourgeois democratic liberties, but
went directly to social transforma~
tions. The Workers States which
arose developed with immense
bureaucratic apparatuses arisen from
this process, because there did not
exist previously Marxist parties,
There was not a revolutionary
functioning, there were no parties
which would organise the revolutio—
nary will of the masses,. Those
which did this were apparatuses
impelled by the Soviets. But the
Workers States did not arise only
because of the intervention of the
USSR; the latter based itself directly
on the masses which, in their tum,
depended on the Soviet Union to
sustain themselves in front of
capitalism,

‘Hence it is not a question only
of proposing the ‘return to Marxism'.
1t is a question of a discussion of a
very profound process of history, not
complicated but very profound, where
the necessity of support and criti-
cism at the same time requires
understanding.  Between ‘support
and criticism what determines is
support; not like the attitude of the
‘dissidents’, where the elements
which determine are criticism and
not support. Thus the dissidents
work as a function of individual
interest, of the group, of sectors not
working as a function of the progress
of history.

The problems which Marxism has
to interpret are, among them, China/
Vietnam, China/USSR. This is not
the eépoch of Lenin and Troisky. It
is not a question now in front of
these ~~~hlems of political revolu~
tion and Permanent Revolution, but
of confrontation between two Workers
States.. The old Trotskyisis have
been annihilated in all this.

* THE CONSTRUCTION OF
SOCIALISM

The problems of Marxism today
are those of the construction of the
Workers States to Socialism. 1n the
stage of Trotsky the fundaméental
aspect was to defend the only Wor-
kers State, and this was the funda-
mental aspect of Marxism. Now
today the defence of a Workers State
is mixed with the advance of the
revolution, with the empirical form
in which the world revolutionary
process develops, in which -t s
necessary to support and criticise
the bureaucracy. But between the
criticism and the struggle against
the -cureacuracy support is the
element which decides our conduct,

It is not the criticism or the struggle
‘against the bureaucracy.

These are the problems of Mar-
xism today.  Another aspect of
Marxism -today is the birth of the

child in space, the inter~planstary
investigations which are now in
process, and the birth of the child
in water, These are also the prob~
lems of Marxism today, Now itis
not the old poem of the ‘class
struggle’ or the ‘Left opposition’.
Neither can one fake as the experi-
ence or centre the Russian Revo-
lution. It is an orientation, but the
problems of today are not the prob—
fems of the character, and the tactic
of Lenin in the July days with the
taking of the Soviet by the Bolshe~
viks. All this forms part, but it is
fesser, Humanity has an experience
which is not the form of Soviet, but
comes from the Soviet Union and it
is the experience that the problems
are resolved by taking power,

NO WORLD AUTHORITY

Another aspect of Marxism today
is that there is no authority. Fven
with the presence of the Workers
States there is no acceptable world
auythority. There is a world author-
ity which determines the-course or
history, which is the Soviet Union
and in part China, byt the latter is
mixed with the counter—revolutionary
attitude of the bureaucratic leader-
ship. Thus the influence of China
is slowed down by this counter-
revolutionary attitude of the leader-
ship.  Huo Guofeng is counter-
revolutionary when he calls upon
the German bourgeoisie and Yankee
imperialism to impe! the -develop-
ment of the Soviets. This is a
criminal-state of affairs, and is now
to the Right of the people who de~
fend the dissidents as the objective
against the Workers State, not
simply as a right to speak on this,
| reiterate what | said from the
beginning: put at liberty all the
dissidents and what are they going
to do now? Who wanis to speak
now? What do they say? What
ideas do they have? ~ including, |
joked, that if they let them speak
they are going o say ‘scandalous,
scandalous sabotagers, they have

‘let me speak’. because what are

they going to say
nothing to say.

They have

Another new aspect for Marxism
is that of the organisational form.
In the epoch of Lenin and Trotsky
the only experience of the workers
vanguard was the Permanent Revo-
lution made in the Soviet Union,
But this vanguard was liguidated.
All the old tfeam which lived
October was liquidated; assassina—
ted or died naturally. Thus the
Communist parties did not develop
on the basis of the experience of
the Russian Revolution, but guided
by Stalin, by the sinister organisa-—
tion of Stalin, Thus the deficiency
of Marxism does not mean a retreat
in the cultural, scientific level and
leve! of intelligence, but that the
worker, intellectual and scientific
vanguard developed in the struggles
without having time to learn from
the Russian Revolution, because it

had no other school where to deve~ -

lop.  There was no school, the

‘school” was Stalin — which meant
the annihiliation of scientific
thought.

A very essential aspect which is
not in the texts of the Communist
parties -is that there are twenty
Workers States and there is no
proper planning among them. There
is a secondary superficial planning
of raw materials, but not of the
structure of production. There is
still not a combination between all
the Workers States, which shows to
the capitalist world the superiority
of planning among the countries
which can do it, while capitalism
cannot make a planned unification.

~ This does still not exist in the
life of the Communist movement.
Then there is the experience of the
Chinese  counter—~revolutionaries
who originally were revolutionaries
but petit bourgecis and from quite
rich families, All the Chinese
leadership were originally the sons
of the landowners and the petit
bourgeois who alone could dedicate
time to the study of ideas, Almost
all went to study in Europe, even
Chou en Lai who was a good leader
of the Centre Right but a good lea~
der because he was a Communist,
1a their epoch their policy was not
anti-Soviet, as itis now

Among the new problems of
Marxism today it is also necessary
to understand how the ecologists
have arisen, which correspond to
what before were the ‘Leftists’,
The. ecological movement does not
correspond fo the objective necess—
ity of ‘Leftism’ or ecologism. itself
- this movement has arisen as a
rejection of capitalist brutality and
because the leaderships of  the
workers movement — Communists
and Socialists ~ were not concerned
in time with-these problems. Those
who come to the ecologist movement
do not come through necessities
of work, of wages, of political re—
pression. They are defending more
elevated levels in life, and to do it
they have to put themselves in
politics and to be against capitalism
In the progress of their movement
they come to the defence of the
human being, which is the object
of Communism: to regulate life one
of whose aspects begins with the
defence of the human being against
the brutality of production, of war
and of capitalism.

25 October 1979,

For this reason these move-
ments of the ecologists have much
importance in the principle countries
of Europe. We gave them from the
beginning much importance, treating
them very seriously when they were
laughed = at, including by the
Communists.

The origin of this movement is a
reaction -even of vety wealthy
people who see that capitalist life
is degenerating. They see that life
is degenerating, and thus they come
out in defence against the capitalist
degradation in life, and this pushes
them against the social interests of
the class to which they belong, It
is the same as the scientist who is
paid by the capitalist but reasons
in this way: | will not do this
because it is a crime against
humanity. Yankee scientists say:
we do not study atomic energy to
kitl but to serve people.

This is a sfage whose essential
problems for Marxism are not as
before and that arise from the final
settlement of accounts. The final
seftlement of accounts is the pro-
cess of concentration of class
against class, in which all the
other aspects enter — like that of
the dissidents, the bureaucracy of
the Workers States, and the differ-
ences of the leaderships of the
Workers States, and problems which

did not exist before in history, as

with  the . counter-revolutionary
attitude of the Chinese leadership;
Tito in his attitude of objective
partial - alliance with capitalism;
and the development of conditions
which did not exist before, which
are the intervention of the Soviels
in Cambodia and Laos or the atti-

tude of the Chinese of alliance
with imperialism against the Soviet

Workers ~ State,

These are the problems of Mar—
xism today and, in these problems,
it is necessary to apply the Marxist
method, Now it is not the Marxism
of the economy,as in the epoch of
Marxism. Even the tactic of the
class struggle continues being
important and fundamental, but in
these new conditions that are not
those of the stage of Lenin and
Trotsky,

25

J. POSADAS 10 79

SCIENTIFIC CULTURAL & POLITINAL ENITINNG
BCM Box 6220, London, WC1V 6XX :

JUST PUBLISHED.

The historic

function
of music

and songs

J POSADAS

R e R



italian Communist party

from pac 21
themselves. The discussion in the
base of the Parly held back the
most retrograde sectors of the Parly
- the anti-Socialist elements and
Betlinguer noted this.

Hence it is important what
Berlinguer said: ‘We want Poland to
correct itself, but not to retum to
capitalism’. This is against those
who pursue the rupture of the PCI
with the Socialist camp to make it
more agreeable with capitalism.
Petulant people, like Lama or
Chiaramonte, join the capitalist
choir who criticise the ‘economic
failures of the USSR’ or the ‘low
productivity’.. They do not criticise
the USSR as Communists who are
constructing a new society or the
bureaucratic aspects which can be
criticised, but they criticise it with
the national capitalist backward
criticism expressing the envy of the
Italian bourgeois in front of the
progress of the USSR. The diffi-
culties in the Workers States are
the product of the bureaucratic
leadership which comes from Stalin;
but, even more, they are the product
of the world capitalist crisis which
stifl affects the Socialist camp in
that more than half the productive
capacity of the Socialist camp must
be destined to defend itself from
the war which imperialism is pre~
paring, and to suystain the revolu-
tionary world movement. The Soviet
economy must be measured by the
fact also -~ and fundamentally - by
the support which it gives to the
progress of the struggles in the.
world, as in Nicaragua. If Nicaragua
has been able to resist the most
important of the Yankee provocation
it has been through the action of
the USSR and of Cuba. This is also
part, and a conscious part, of the

productivity of the Soviet worker;
hut the productivity of capitalism
is to mount missiles, provocations

and - invasions, like those from
Honduras organised against
Nicaragua.

The lack of depth in the dis-
cussion of the Congress is not
because ‘the alternative is being
outlined en route’, nor because
capacity is absent within the Com—
munist . leaders.  Some of them
sought to interpret and argue to see
how to overcome the capitalist
system but others have expressed
fear and resistance to this con-
clusion. In all the discussion over
any discussion, the void is evident;
a Communist Parly, does it advance
to Socialism or advance in reformism
graduaily or in expectancy of con-
sent ‘on the part of capitalism or of
the present Socialist leadership?
This has already been resolved in
the base of the Party, in its worker
and infellectual vanguard - there
is no progress with capitalism.
Hence, at this level, the discussion
could have reached greater profun-
dity - if, at the pre-Congressal
level this was not discussed at
greater length it is because there
is not sufficient preparation and
life in the Parly, because it is not
possible to discuss themes now
proposed as conclusions in the
central document in meetings that
are ne more than twenty hours of
debate (or two or three days), and
in sections where the political life
is reduced to four or five meetings
in the year. The most polemical
themes in all this time have not

been completely debated. Thus the
Congress should have discussed
the significance of the retreat in the
Democratic conquests of the masses
in ltaly, discussed the narrowing
of the margins to advance by means
of administrative reforms or gradual
advances or Parliamentary advances
and have discussed in depth the
experiences of the local administra~
tions and the fnegligible means of
controlling and modifying the de~-
cision of the central power by the
Parliamentary Opposition.

An example of this is the be~
havieur of the Italian judiciary
which has no organ of control apart
from - Parliamentary control but is
the most submitied to the interests
of imperialism, of fascism, of the
Mafia,” and works and resolves
accordingly. If the agents in key
posts  find somethingis not in their
control the judiciary has means to
transfer such matters to itself.
The Mafiosi, the fascists, the
swindlers, attack the Communist
administrations or create farces like
the ‘Bulgatian assassins’ in which
a paid assassin has such a welcome
in the ltalian judicial system as to
lead to the arrest of officials of the
Bulgarian Embassy and complicate
relations between the two countries.

To smash this, the Communist
Party has to be prepared and the
Congress was insufficient for this.
There was no reflection on the
previous policy of the ‘historic
compromise’, and its abandonment
for that of the ‘alternative’. What
changes were there? The Congress
had not prepared the Party to fore~
see, to know how to organise its
forces and that of the masses for
what was going to occur, and the
Congress must serve to homogenise
this . foresight and the preparation
of the Party.

»abut it is necessary to expect a
better. discussion and a selection
in the leadership, as the French
Communist Party in part has made.
The differences are not only those
of Cossuta against the rest and,
moreover, he has had support be-
cause he has remained in the sec~
retariat.of the Party. if he had had
really minimal support he would
have been thrown out. There are
also the differences between Ber~
linguer and Napolitano, and Ingrao
‘with Napolitano and, moreover, they
are all the result of how this Party
has been structured and the clash
between this structure and present
reality, This Party cannot break
as the Spanish Communist Parly
did because of the weight of the
experience and the influence of the
workers vanguard, But if leading
the discussion depended on the
leadership, the PCI would fragment
like the PCE. This is another
reflection, absent from the recent
Congress, that if the ‘third way’
is a path tested in experiment it is
necessary to discuss the result
to disclfss what happened to
eurocommunism and the Spanish
Communist Party....The Congress
should have discussed the advance
of the totality of the Communist
parties and to see that those who
progress and increase their political
weight are those who push forward
an anti-capitalist policy and appear
as linked to the Socialist camp like
the French, the Greek and the Por—
tuguese parties. Even with the
vacillation of its leadership, the
italian Communist Party maintains
itself linked to the world Commu-
nist movement and to Marxism.

Hence, in the middle of the Congress
they made a homage for the centen-
ary of Marx and emphasised that
his thought was alive in the inter—
pretation of the process to Commu-—
nism, and that Communism is not
constructed in each country separ-
ately but universally. This goes
completely against those in the
Parly who want to see Marx as dead
or useless for today, against those
who imposed in the last Congress
that it was possible to be a militant
{or even leader) without being a
Marxist, in the famous article five
of the internal statutes.

Nor did discussion over trade
union policy achieve homogeneity,
nor were the proposals good. The
most important were the analysis
and proposals made by Berlinguer
on the possibility of ti}e Parly de-
termining a better and independent
policy from that determined by the
trade union leadership; in all
the last strikes the Party was to the
Left of the leadership: of the trade
unions as in the questioning of

‘parity’ in the leading organs of
the trade union movement and the
idea of replacing this with o demo—
cratic and representative structure
of the real forces within the workers
movement. This is a blow at the
Socialist and Christian Democratic
leaderships which, with the narrow
support that they enjoy, have the
same representation as the Commu-
nist centre. It is a blow also atthe
trade unions that want this ‘parity’
s0 as to pursue a conciliatory policy
with capitalism....what has to be
criticised in the trade union leader—
ship is that their policy is one of
submission to what capitalism can
give and, in this sense, the policy
of Camiti and Benvenulo is re-
actionary. Hence, in what he is
proposing if rather badly, Betlinguer
is- closer to the truth because he
proposes a series of .poinis of an
anti-capitalist character: among
them the most important is the de-
fence of trade union democracy and
of the factory councils.

The proposal for a greater inter—
nal democracy was done to develop
in .a better way the preparation of
the Party to intervene in front of the
crisis of capitalism, and as a means
for the preparation of the war on the
part of imperialism. There are those
who seek internal democracy as a
means of making a Party of ‘plural-
ism' of currents, reaching those who
are against Socialism: the sense
which the base and the vanguard

proposes is quite different. They
want to elevate internal democracy
as an instrument for the Socialist
transformation of ltaly - democratic

- centralism is not a principle whose

simple enunciation serves to lead
a workers party, but requires pro-
gramme and policy. If the objective
of the Party is anti-capitalist and
is preparing for the government of
the Left and power, the democratic
life develops to prepare for this. If
the Parly advances with doubts,
and with fear, democracy is going
to be regulated by this fear and
doubt. And the centralisation is
fictitious if it only follows the in-
tention of the leadership. Carrillo
centralised the Spanish Communist
Party but, at the same time, it broke
into a multitude of tendencies.

The leadership must register the
dissatisfaction and the criticism of
the base of the Party to correct
itself. When Napolitano is voted
among the last as a delegate to the
national Congress, and this is at a
vote level of the Federation where
there was such a selection integra-~
ted mainly via functionaries, this
indicates a criticism of the policy
of conciliation and agreement with
capitalism of which he is the out-
standing supporter. This is much
more profound than the fact that the
amendments of Cossuta only re—
ceived 11% of the votes. T¢ haye

obtained more support would only

be possible if his sector were con~
stituted as a fraction of the Party.
Besides, the role of the Soviet Union
was alffirmed by the base in the
document of the Congress where it
says: ‘The revolution of October has
been the greatest historic trans-
formation’. - Support or not to Coss~

Unita there were some who proposed
to change the name ‘Communist’ in
the Party, and this was not just
against the name but against the
Communist objective. A selection
has to come in the Party to clear out
all these people as in the trade
union and administrative apparatus
Who are dedicated fo personal
careers and ignore the Communist
objective.

The changes in the leadership of
the Party since the Congress are not
significant, although there are a
series of important signs like the
appointment of Zangheri to the
leadership, withdrawing from his
function ‘as mayor. This is a re-
inforcement of the Party over the
local administration, because it is
necessary to see that the mayor of
Bologna is Communist mayor of the
greatest authority in the country.
This is a principle which comes
from Lenin, that of separating Party
from the state administration. The
appointment of Zangheri is to re—

"inforce the Berlinguer tendency in
the internal discussion in the Party.
Another important decision is the
reduction in-the number of function-
aries of the Party, although there
are still many - 22%. This is a
line which is going to permit a great
influence on the life of the popula~-
tion of the working class in the
Party. Thus it is going to develop
as a revolutionary party, not modem
in the sense of being adequave and
considered by the bourgeoisie, but
modern in the decision to construct
modern society: that is, Socialism.

uta does not mean directly yes or

no to the USSR, but expresses the
need to discuss in a much more
profound way all the problems.
Moreover, it is necessary to con-
sider that Cossuta was not thrown
out of the Central Committee nor
from the leadership of the Party.
On the contrary, the changes in the
Central Committee have shown a
cerfain cleansing as with some of
the intellectuals who were elected
in the previous Congress, | ike Asor
Rosa who is not a Communist. It is
a tendency which is anti~Communist
and which still has to be cleansed.
1t is important to see that in the
Congressional Tribune meeting of

~ The Communist Congress with
its aspects of progress has not
canalised the discussion, and the
concern of the Communist base

which is preparing the Party for the

struggles in the country and to

accompany the revolutionary world

progress.  This is the process

w:hich is elevating now in the

Italian Communist Party,
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nate with the policy of anti-
Sovietism.

The absence of a consistent Left
in the Labour Party is the element
which limits a much greater dyna—
mism in the relation between the
Labour Party and the masses, The
attack on the ‘militant tendency® was
the occasion used by the apparaius
and the Right of the Party to seek to
contain the Left which is develop—
ing. To an extent Foot is seen by
the remaining Rightists in the Party
as a block against something much
worse, a revolutionary Left. The
tear of the apparatus in the Party
can be seen in the consistent sabo—
tage of May Day. Logically a
massive  demonstration:  against
Thatcherism was called for, byt
there was no mobilisatiqn and no
preparation. The apparatus knows
that any such mobilisation increases
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the pressure for discussions and
changes -in the Labour Party, it Is
the same In relation to the ‘anti—
missiles movement,
Party and the trade unions are in
agreement on the anti--nuclear pro—
gramme, but as regards mass dis—
cussion and mobilisation. nothing
has been done. It is the women of
Greenham Common who have made
the campaign and the struggle!

The stages which are coming are
very favourable to the organisation
of a consistent Left in the Labour
Party and It Is necessary to expect

a dynamic rhythm both In the inter—'

vention or the masses, but also

greater disintegration and disorder

in” the tunctioning of capitalism.

There is no retreat in such a process

LS.
Moreover the crises and -

— only delays within a dynamic
Drocess,

The Labour

. democratic - parties, . Germany or
France etc, will have repercussions
win the Labour Party and facilitate

reflection on what ways, what ex—
Pperiences. have to be discussed on
the solution for the. problems of the
social democracy in a stage when
all the reformist solutions are kaput,

The Left that is developing in
the Labour Party and which is still
very dispersed can only gain con—
sistency on the basis of the under—
standing of the Workers States.

Questions such as the correct
‘orientation In relation to Ireland or

the Malvinas, or the meaning of

_democracy itself, can only advance

on the basis of  seeing _the
Ppresent role of the Workers States,
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discussions within all the social
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THE FAILURE OF THE THATCHER GOVERNMENT

The calling of elections by the
Thatcher government on. June @ 2
year before the term of the gover—
nment runs out, is the result of
panic in capitalism in front of the
failure of all thepolicies of Thalch-
erism and the constant augmentation
in the forces of the Oppositiom. The
dynamic intervention of the women
of Greenham Common. and_the con—
sistent opposition .of the Labour
Party to the policy. of Crurse miss—
iles _and . confrontation : with .the
Soviet Union has created a situation
in the country, coupled with the
disastrous increase in unemployment
and the all—round deterioration  in
the standard of living of the popu-
lation, that capitalism felt it could
not contain_and could lead tfo a
collapse of the government in the
next. stages . e

T he Thatcher policies were
founded on. a compiete misunder—
standing . of - the realities of the
world as. it is. . Operating on the
basis of submission to the policies
of Yankee imperialism, the sectors:
supporting Thatcher assumed that it
would be possible to weaken the
Workers States and smash. down. the
resistance. of the. masses o . the
reduction .of -employment and . the
attacks on the public services con—
sequent on the. application of - the
policies of monetarisme . The most.
sinister aspects of this policy found
expression. in the Malvinas-war and
the. policy . of . accepting - Cruise:
missiles .. into - Britain,

This experience, plus the proven
~ineapacrty of British Impenaiism to
overcome iis weakness in competr.-‘

tive power with other capitalist

countries — the Thatcher policy has
led in reality to the most brutal
increase in unempioymentzmaginable
~_has decislveiy weakened British
Jmperialism and acceierated all the
forces which seek to termmate with
the poircies of impenaiism and seek
the socia[ transformation of. Bntain.

The forces which have détermined
the failure of the Thatcher govern-—
ment. come from the world process

and the historic ascendency of the:

Workers States led by the Soviet
Union. . The defeat of world imperi—
alism in Vietnam, and the advances
of the world Socialist revolution in
Nicarabua, Zimbabwe, and Angola,
the process whereby the Soviet
Union and China seek agreement,
the:success of the Soviet interven—-
tion towards Afghanistan, the fofal
failure of the Reagan administration
“to overwhelm the Soviet Union with.
threat of war, economic" embargoes

Extracts

ening of British rmperiairsm and, in
reality, have accelerated the process
towards the downfail of the capr ta—

list system in Britains

The' historic chenge which is
oceurring In Britain is concentrated
particularly .in the ‘transformation of
the Labour Party. In previous crises
when capitalism was. in difficulties”
it was normal for a Labour admini-
stration to'take over, make adjusi-—-
ments, - contain. the -masses, ‘and
allow capitalism. to continue, Now,
an entirely new stage is opening.
Whereas the last Callaghan admini—
stration, previous to Thatcher, had
a policy and programme to help
capitalism, accepted - the . missiles
policy, the.alllance with the United
States as a cornerstone, and .a policy
of -blocking the aspirations of the
masses: now: the:. policy: of the
Labour. Party . goes: - against: the
historic - interests of capitalisms

This is particularly expressed in

the: policy  of rejecting the Cruise
missiles; the. Trident :missile, the
discussion: of plans to close all the
nuclear bases - .in fact, the whole
conception:-of unilateral: nuclear

disarmaments Thys, objectively, the
Workers States and the masses of
Britain via the Labour Party are in
a uniteéd front against the historic
interests of - imperialism - and
capitalism. -
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ceprrelrsm now have ebandoned
z‘houghts of the survival of capi—
talism and think in terms of Immedr*
ate survival, and do not take. krndiy
to the idea of berng exterminated as
the result of the policies. of the
Reagan cirque or those that stand
behind  hims. _ This process aiso
exists in Bntama ‘

B Even in the
Thatcher clique there have been
many expressions of indecision and,
as shown in the Press as in the
‘Guardian’, tendencies exist which
do not accept that the Soviet Union
is ‘the devils

A ‘pew process is now at work
in ‘the Labour Party and the Trade
Unions. = The ‘element which
missing is the Party and leadership
which ~adequately expresses the
force of the process. There is still
not an organised Left with a clear
conceptron of programme and policy.

Crisis of the trade
- unions.

Foot does not represent the forces

that are ‘at works The critical prob~

-lem ‘is ‘that -a  soclal democratic

k ~ The ,
anti nucleer movement o

party - constructed with'’ totally
reformist. conceptions - and with a
turictioning - which corresponded™ to

" winning elections “and ‘making little

: Together wrth thrs change in the

Labour Parry, large: ‘sectors -of ‘the
petit bourgeo!s masses have entered
directiy into political action in the
anti—missiles movement; and this
has taken on the most elevated
character with the women of the
Greenham Common movements- In
their = combative inrerventions
agamst the estabirshment of the
Cruise mzssries, they  have also
expressed in their songs and dances
a conception of social relations
whrch transcends the social rela—
tions generated by caprtairsm and
which . stems . basically. from the
existence of the Workers States.
These forces are not going. to die
away, .they will tend 10 Increase
‘with the disintegration of the forces
of capitatisms They tend to act as
a force which -can.aninate the Wor~
kers -organisations .and, .in- part,
substitute for the. lack of a more
dynamic response from the workers
parties and unions.

etc. - all these ‘experiences over:

a period of years have developed

anti-capitalist forces in Britain

which would have been incon—
ceivable without the world ambience
and the growing weight of the Wor—
kers States, It is the example of
the latter which has determined the
rapid growth of powerful anti—
capitalist forces in Britain. both
inside and outside the Labour Party,
especially the anti—-nuclear move—
ments Brrtish Imperiaiiem ‘thought
it could cperate as it had in previous
‘epochs, without the Workers States
and with a docile internal opposition
The results of the Thatcher illu—
sions have been an enormous weak—

4

‘At the same . time, -In all this
rick process it is necessary to take
‘into account the effect which- the

‘Workers States and ‘the policy of

conirontatron of Yankee imperialism
against the Soviet Union has on ex—
tensive sectors of the bourgeoisie
itself. This Is evident in many parts
of the world, including the United
States where sectors linked to_the

rdeveiopment of the normal industrial

development of capitalism see them«—
selves at the mercy. of those whose

only._thought is more profits via the
.arms.race and confrontation with the

Soviet - Union. .- Large sectors  of

gains is now. launched without pre— .

vious' preparation -into a struggle
against capitalisms = At the same
time, implicit in this situation 75
the contradiction between the ad—
vance of the Party and the disparate
nature of the trade union feadership
which even i there are leaders
more to the Lelt, has acted in a vile
way in the period of the Thatcher
governments [t is not true that
Thatcher is totally responsible for

the disastrous increase in unem—

ployment. What did the trade union
leaders do in the whole of this
per/od? Attempts at unification of
struggies were totaiiy sabotaged
and defeats imposed by. capitalism
without need. But, again, a new
process isat works - In previous
periods trade union leaders acted
as ~ negotfators for
because the structure of history
allowed this.
gone, the —old labour aristocracy
is not being reproduced, and thus
many leaders like Duffy appear as
fossils of a P&t perjod. The ex-
pulsion of Weighell from the leader—

ship -of the: railway wunion is an

example of the crisis of the old
trade - union “leadership, and there

will ‘be more to ‘oome because the
policy of reforming and saving capi—
talism- ‘does not  correspond ‘to
reality, - The changes that are fo

come can he. felt, although expressed

in enother form, when Scargill of the
miners union, at.a meeting of miners

leaders in. Europe, said. that. his

union wants.to affiliate to the trade

unions based on the Soviet Union :

and the Workers States, and termi—
turn to page 3

is”

capitalism,.

Editorial from page 1

of the Soviet type programme of the Labour Party’. Now these appalling
sycophants of capitalism speak of working with the government, In fact,
they have done so for the past four years. Now they propose they must
make the fact ‘public’. -In reality their crisis will become deeper-because
there is: no.means by which they can contain the crisis of capitalism or
the need for a more:combative ‘class: policy. They will make efforts to
contain the Left of the Party, but we do not live in the epoch of Ramsey
Macdonard and the struc’rure of: hrstory undermrnes them,::

s important to see that oppOrtunities to deepen discussion:s were not
taken in the course of the campaign. Thus the anti-nuclear forces inter~
vened against nuclear bases and were arrested, and Thaicher ‘made clear
her brutal perspectives  of atomic war; but there was no effort toextend
discussions to the population ~ and, indeed, in-the course of the campaign
the nuclear issue tended to be pushed to-the background by the leadership:
a-concession to the-apparatus-and-the Right. At the same time, pressures
from the population imposed references to the Malvinas war, but nothing
was developed on this despite evident hostility- for:-the war from many
whose relatives were obliged to-diefor British imperialism. Thus Thatcher
was never faced with a serious problem on the issue. Nor was there any
discussion over ireland, where —. in. spite of the intimidation and harass-
ment of British imperialism— Gerry Adams, candidate of the IRA, has won
a seat. All this indicates the profound problem of the social democracy
confronting a task for which its thought and functioning is not equipped-.
Logically a new type of party is required. ‘

This electron is a smaH and minute episode in the vast drama of the
confrontation between imperialism and the Workers States. Thatcher finds

resistance wherever she is and electoral successes will not solve the
crises of the system which is corroding and dying. In the middle of the
election Powell, representing sectors of capitalism ignored by the multi-
nationals and the financiers, spoke against the concept of nuclear warand
the policies of Thatcher, At the Williamsburg Conference, Reagan tried to
dictate to the other caprtalrs’r powers, and this contmues via. NATO, but
this ‘centralisation’ remains superfrcrai and -fissures develop everywhere
in the imperialist alliances. Thus, in Israel, the Labour QOpposition Party
demands the withdrawal of !sraeh troops from Lebanon, and in South
Africa, at the same time that the government executes three ANC fighters,
an offscer of the South African army deserts to Mozambique and says
plenty in the South African army reject the war. ~All these are symptoms
of the profound and increasing chaos of world capitalism, Reagan,
Thatcher and the other dinosaurs, prepare war against the Workers States
in the ‘worst  conditions, '

A NEW TYPE OF PARTY

- Quite nghtly, Scarng has sard that the govemment does. not speak for
the majority of the population and that extra— —Patliamentary action is
necessaty to confront the plans of capitalism. But such action has to be
accompanied ‘with a far superior vision of the process, It is necessary
to examine what is happening in the world, that imperialism is preparing
to attack the Workers States, that when they yse the word: ‘deterrence’
imperialism means war on the Soviet Union. There should be-a proper dis—
cussion and conclusion over the Malvinas war, Above all, there has to be
a discussion over the complete insufficiency of the Labour Party tocon-
tinue in its present form. There has to be a Party which lives the life of
the masses, discusses everything, draws conclusions and developscadres
and leaders in the population, There has to be'a discussion on the need
for a different functioning of the trade unions and for genuine trade union
democracy, as opposed to the functioning it has now. There is plenty to
discuss and the activity of the class has to be given a perspective which
is not limited to immediate demands. The struggle against the imposition
of capitalist policies economically has to be linked with the struggies
agamst nuciear bases and crurse missiles,.

A whole process will be necessary to deveiop a Party whrch corres-
ponds to the new stage in Britain and for a superior type of trade unions
‘free of the leaders who work in the interests of capifalism, But the course
of events is dynamrc and the process of construction will proceed

through a series of experiences. - Clarity on the world sity—

i ‘ation and the role of the workers States is a prerequisite for an undef—-.
Now this structure is

standing of the need for a new type of Party which breaks with the .inettia
of electoralism.  Marxist methcd is indispensible; and the Marxism-of
today is Posadrsm. :
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— Workers of the world, unite!
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Lo THE IHTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT —

XIll. WORLD CONFERENCE
OF THE

POSADIST V. INTERNATIONAL

The XIII World Conference of the Posadist IV,
International was held at the end of February-
beginning of March 1983, with the participation
of delegations from Europe, Africa and Latin

America.

The Zonferance rendered homage to Comrade
J. Posadas why was the president of Honour of the
Confereace; although not physically present, he
was indz2ed prisent as the Master whose ideas are
the fouadation of the very structure of the 1IV.
International {Posadist). He was not only the
leader, const~uctor and creator of Posadism, but
the conscious expression of revolutionary Marxism
in this stage of history. His work will be the
necessary instrument for the organisation of
thought and conscious human conduct for the cons-
truction of Sscialism on a world scale, for a
considerable time in the future,

At the samz time, we rendered homage to comra-
de Karl Marx, on the Hundredth Anniversary of
his death., It was resolved to publish part  of
the works of comrade Posadas on the significance
and Tiving function of the thought of Karl Marx,
Today, 3 hundred years after Marx's death, his
works remain completely valid in human  thought
and activity. Already two thirds of humanity
organise 1ife on the basis of his method.

This was the content of the first part of
this - korld Conference. It had the character of a
balanc: of the activity in this stage, in which
the se:tions have attained a continuity and deve
lopmenz. The conditions are very favourable for

_ the fu-ther :levelopment of the International in
; its ceatral ~ask of advancing the struggle of
_the wo-1d Cormunist Movement and of the Workers
States, Ted by the Soviet Union.

The World Conference rendered homage td  the
comrad:s who have fallen in the activity;comrade
Carlos Flore:; (Gabriel), murdered in Bolivia in
198@, §nd conrade Cezar also assassinated in Bo-

,}3v1a in 1982, and all the Chilean and Argenti -
nian c¢omrade; who have 'disappeared’,

The discussion was organised around the open-
ing spreches which were on: the World Situation,
Europe, Latin America, and Organisation. The
Introd ictory speeches and discussions were based
on the Tiving texts of comrade J, Posadas that

SUPPLEMENT TO

RED FIAG

facilitate the interpretation of the World Revo-
lutionary process and draw policy, programme and
objectives for the International from this pro ~
cess. This Conference, the first to take place
after the death of comrade J, Posadas, did not
need to take on the character of a Congress be ~
cause it wasn't a matter of discussing policy ,
programme or (new) objectives, but a matter of
the historic and concrete continyity of the ins-
trument which the Posadist IV International fis,
The 1iving objectives and validity of the Inter-
national, are determined by its historic role
of aiding the instruments already constructed
by Humanity in the struggle for Socialism. These
instruments are theWorkers States, the Communist
parties, the Revolutionary movements, in this sta-
ge of the final settlement of accounts between
the capitalist system and the Workers States.

This historic function has been proved as a
necessity of History, It is a necessity to which
the Posadist IV International is united, The
world team of cadres met in this World Conferen-
ce to reaffirm their understanding and decision
to continue this activity., They were conscious
that there would be greater difficulties of
method, of theory, of policy, without the Master
comrade J. Posadas, but that the conditions are
increasingly more favourable,

Posadism is fused with all the revolutionary
processes and with the world Communist Movement.
It is a current of ideas in full development
which flourishes vigorously because it sustains
the conscious progress of the world revolutiona-
ry movement with experience, examples and ideas.

THE USSR,
POLAND,

AND THE CHANGES IN THE WORKERS STATES

The Conference discussed the advance of  the
world revolutionary process, led by the Workers
States with the Soviet Union at the head, The
death of Breznev and the rapid installation of
Andropov are an expression of the firmness of
the structure of the USSR, It was not an expres
sjon of panic or fear but a demonstration of the
high level of understanding that prevailed in
the Soviet leadership that it was necessary to
act in this way, to put themselves into accord
not to give room for any capitalist speculation,
and not to weaken the monolithic objective of



the overall policy of having to confront capita=

Tism. The Conference rendered homage to  comra-

de Breznev who - knowing that he had a terminal
illness - did not abandon his post in the leader
ship of the Soviet Workers State,

The new Soviet Tleadership continues to
advance the course of internal elevation, in the
USSR, politically, socially and militarily, to

resis. the wurderous plans of imperialism. All
the atempts of the capitalist system to  weaken
the Workers States have failed,and the Workers
States instead have reinforced themselves in
a cohesive and united way, at the same time  as
they have made internal changes, removed corrupt
funct onaries and corrupt bureaucratic Tleaders,
and e:xpellec from the leadership people whp had
adapted to @ policy of endless coexistence with
the capitalist system, This shows the vitality
of the structure of the Workers State. As comra-
de Povadas znalysed, we have reached the”  stage
of the construction of Socialism in which the
Permatent Revolution, the Political Revolution ,
the anticapitalist struggle and the construction
of Socialism are united , This results in an
increiasing concentration in the process of  the
class strugcle which is expressed in the drawing
close~ of Crina and the USSR, itself a necessity
of History, Although the Chinese-  leadership
has not funcamentally changed, the previous
leadeship ¢f Deng Xiaoping has already been
defea:ed, China, as a Workers State, has to
put i:self in agreement with the Soviet Union
and proceed to break links with capitalism,

The process in the Workers States - particu-
larly in Poland - shows that in this stage of
Histo-y no form of power can develop in the Wor-
kers state vhich is antagonistic to the historic
objec:ive ot Socialism. In other words,Stalinism
canno: be repeated, For this reason, the inter -
vention of the Polish Army was not to smo-~

ther —he 1iie of the Polish people, but to act
as an instrument of the necessity to proceed
with he clearances in the Government, the State
appar-tus ard the Communist Party, The Polish
Communist Pirty wasn't prepared for this task ,
even “hough it tried to do it under Kania. It
tried, but it did not obtain the expected result,

Thz2 Poliih Army is the organ of the Workers
State closest to the Soviet Union; whilst  the
Commuist Party was very much educated in
the s>talin’s school of conciliation with  the

proprietors in the countryside, and narrow natio-

nalis:c conceptions, This is why the Army had
to interven: in order to advance the process of
intertal cl:arance,

~ Th2 proc:ss in Poland is not an end in itself
nor i3 it coming to an end, It is part of a
combited priocess ofhaving tosupercede aspectsof
bureaicracy, by means of elevating the interven-
tion »f the Working Class in the leadership of
the Wirkers State, and by means of preparing to
confront th: {capitalist) War, This process is
commo1 to tie Workers States - China included -
but it has its centre in the Soviet Union., It's
centered in the Soviet Union because the USSR

has a histo~ic anticapitalist structure with the
greatast fi-mness; the latter comes from the
First Seven Years of the Soviet Workers State,
Ted by Lenii, Trotsky and the Bolshevik Party .
At tha same time, there was the fullest Soviet
democratic intervention of the masses in all the
problams of the State, This structure today co-
mes from than.,

_ Capitalism has no idea of what s happening
in Poland, or of what is happening in the Commu-
nist parties.. "Solidarnosc” and Walesa did not
promote this process of elevation in Poland, and
nei?her are they the decisive factor in 1it. The
Po}wsh Working Class has learned very rapidly to
reject the sector of "Solidarnosc® which was
developing an anti-Workers State policy, The”
Pol?sh workers have not supported any movement
against the Workers State., Byt they have suppor
ted all the changes for improvement that took
place in the Government and the Party. When the
Polish population saw that the Communist Party
leadership was open to change, was accepting the
need to make changes, they pushed the process
farther - and this is what they are doing now,

“Let us not forget that after the mobilisation of

the workers in 1980, the whole leadership of the
Party and the Government was entirely renewed .
When the workers saw that they could achieve all
this and that there was no repression, they
continued the process of impelling their leaders
whilst a sector of Solidarnosc, for their part,
who are no more than intellectual : protectionists
of the working class, did not understand, and
continued to believe themselves to be the repre-
sentatives of a programme for a new society,
These people have an individualist conception of
history which has taken them onto an anti-Socia-
1ist path, This is why they no longer have any
sympathiser in the population. However, they con-
tinue to exist because they are supported by a
sector of the bureaucracy which sustain the idea
of the defense of what they call the 'pluralist’
programme and 'individual rights', This is the
way in which the bureaucracy limits the process
of cleansing and the struggle against privileges.
The "clandestine” leaders of "Solidarnosc" are
protected by precisely this sector of the bureau-
cracy and by a small sector of the highest eche
Tons of the Church, This sector of the bureay -
cracy fears any more measures that signify more
advances on the Workers State's road;such as the
elimination of speculation, the closing of the
black market in the countryside and the trial of
corrupt functionaries - measures which the Go-
vernment is taking,

The intervention of the Army intends to con-
tinue with these measures, The New Trade Union
Laws are an expression of this ability of the
Workers State, Indeed, even the capitalist press
had to admit the democratic character of the new
Trade Union Laws. It is clear that the - role of
the Army has not been to crush Trade Union acti-
vity altogether, There would have been no need
for new Trade Union Laws if this was so.

The present stage in Poland is one of the
construction of the (Communist) Party and Party
cadres to construct a leadership that 1is more

‘capable and decisive, This sort of leadership

is necessary in order to intervene in the process
of internal reorganisation of the economy, and
to proceed with the clearance of what is left of
the bureaucratic apparatus, The Army is interve.
ning in the countryside to stimulate the Party
to reorganise distribution in a way which  goes
against the interests of the rich proprietors,
who are allied to State functionaries, and who
maintain the parallel markets, This fs the
activity the Army is conducting and it does it
in the name of the Party. We do not judge the
Polish Army on the ground that it has a General
at its head - a General who is anyway a Party
leader in every sense - but on the basis of the



fact that the structure of the Workers State is
being strenqgthened. In consequence, this is
developing the necessary conditions for the ad -
vance of the Party as a leadership in society.

Denocracy is not decisive or determinant in
itself, What is necessary is Soviet Democracy ,
and ti1is means that the Soviet objectives of the
State are paramount, If the Workers State advan-
ces -~ as it does -~ then, it becomes clear that
it is not 'democracy' that prevails, but the ele
vationr of political 1ife. To demand “democracy”,
so thit those who are against the Workers State
can hive a say, makes no sense and is illogical,

Wren the Soviets say that in case of war they
will not even try to find where the missiles had
been launched from, but will retaliate against
all the NATO countries that have such missiles,
they are saring that it's indeed system against
systen, This understanding informs the whole
world becaiuse such is the objective process and
the masses of the world have come to see it very
clearly,

Imyerialism does not prepare the war because
the USSR is an enemy country, but because it s
the bise and Centre for the construction of the
new Siciety whose very development means the end
of th2 capi:alist system, The very existence of
the Soyviet tnion is an example for humanity which
immediately questions private property., This is
why war is a necessity for the capitalist system.
This is why capitalism creates a permanent atmos
phere of conflict, At the same time, all the
contradictions inside the capitalist system in -
creas2, .The bourgeoisie is faced, for the first
time in his:ory, with a War that is not the con-
sequeace of pure inter-capitalist competition but
which is against an antagonistic social regime ,
Whole layers of the highest spheres of the world
bourga2oisie feel that the Soviet Union has deve-
loped a social, political and military authori-
ty - and cajacity - of a kind that makes them
fear that toey may not triumph, They also see
that the in:ernal intercapitalist contradictions
are n>t attrinuated in front of the historic ene-
my, far from it., They see that in the unlikely
event of a military victory by capitalism over
the Soviet Jnion, the result will be victory of
the highest sectors of capitalism over others,
The sactor f capitalism that is heading towards
war wsould ~ in the case of a capitalist victory
- crush all the other capitalists, The European
bourasoisie is the most conscious of, and the
most. anguisied by,
that Yankee imperialism will Jigquidate it, in
- the process of their inter-capitalist economic
compeiition. The European bourgeoisie sees that
in case of dar, it has no future, whatever the
outcone! Thais process is new and it results in
concrate chinges in the conduct of the bourgeoi-
sie. No doubt, its historic conduct-in the case
of War, will be that of alliarce with Yankee
imperialism but it will not be without vacilla-
tions, doubts and immense fear,

Tre problems of the construction of Socialism

are posed in this stage of history in such a way
that they form part of the experience which the
Workers State is making, The leadership has no
practical, theoretical or scientific understan -
ding of this process, at the level that would
enable it to lead it, In consequence, difficul-~
ties arise w#hich are the product of  situations
that appear difficult, but which are only the

this reality.., It fears

reflection of the limitations in leadership. But
even these difficulties are now in the process
of being overcome, This is why one cannot deal
with the process in the Workers States using the
same terms of reference as those of the epoch of
Trotsky. Already a level has been reached in
the process of Partial Regeneration , which has

~ brought about new forms of the Political Revolu-

tion* |,

The Political Revolution has become bloodless
and does not need insurrections; it takes today
the form of the renewal of Party leaders, of
Party meetings, of the better intervention of
the Working Class and population in the leader -
ship of society.This level is expressed in a
concentrated form in the Soviet Union because
of its role as a Centre, This is why the Soviet
leadership does not yield to capitalism, and
supports all the anti-capitalist movements that
appear. The Soviets are prepared for War; they
are prepared to liquidate capitalism as a system
and they have said so without ambigquity, This is
the level which the Soviets have reached. The
Soviet leadership has no other way to defend the
Workers State, but to break with the capitalist
system, because being antagonistic, the two sys-
tems cannot coexist with each other,

THE ADVANCE OF
THE LEFT IN EUROPE

There is a development and very elevated con-
ditions for the class struggle in Europe, This
is only partially expressed electorally. The
Communist and Socialist leaderships have no
initiatives in front of the crisis of capitalism
but the masses are learning how to advance  the
process and how to stimulate these leaderships .
There is a transitory concentration around lea -
derships such as the Socialists, who are in a
position, in an immediate form, to attract the
petty bourgeoisie,

The French masses, for example, consider the
victory of Mitterrand and of the Socialist/Commu-
nist Government, as their own conquest. What
determines the course of events, in not the un -
derstanding of the leaders - even though this is
very important =~ but the fact that the people
have a vision of the world, they live the worild,
and not just France.

The policy of Mitterrand towards the Soviet
Union ~ of dispute and a certain degree of
confrontation - has no perspective. In  depth,
it signifies fear in front of Soviet influence ,
and expresses the backwardness and narrowness of
the understanding of this leadership,This can be
explained by the origins of Mitterrand who was,
after all, a Minister in an imperialist and capi-
talist Government which presided over the repres-
sion of the Algerian masses at the time of their
struggle for liberation; clearly Mitterrand is
not the same now as he was then, but the world
changed more than Mitterrand. The French (bour-
goisig)does not want to depend on the Yanks but
their ‘conception of a "Great France" preveristhem
from seeing that the Soviets do not have any in-
terest in War or in the domination of Europe,
What the Soviets are telling the European bour -
geoisie in a very simple form, is: "With us, you

* Read by J, Posadas: "Political Report of the
X1I World Conference" {(January 1980) - £1,00,



have some air to breathe"*, This is indeed true
because the Yanks, on the other hand, want to

subject Europe.It shows clearly in economic com-

petition and in the political domination Yankee
imperialism seeks, which negates European capita-
Tism,

In this sense, it is very important to give
an orientation in the process of France, We
critizally support the Government of the Left in
Franc2, We support and accompany the experience
they are maliing, Above all, we intervene with
the Communists to develop the intervention of
the misses “n the leadership of the nationalised
secto~s of the economy. It is necessary to show
that :the fundamental problems of the economy and
socieiy cannot be resolved without proceeding
with anticapitalist measures., We also have to
show -hat there is no "Socialism with the
Colours of the French Flag" ; This type of thing’
susta ns Mitterrand in his antiSoviet attitudes,
and he does this, in order to Timit the influen-
ce of the USSR inside France: not just on the
Commurists, but on the Socialists and large sec-
tor 01 the petty bourgeoisie and technicians.The
measu "es of nationalisations have been important
and a'e a b ow to capitalism, However, they do
not rusolve things in themselves. What really
decides is: who Teads the nationalised enterpri-
ses aid for what end? Capitalism, through the
FEC aad high finances - and through the Yanks -
try to imprison France and make the  Government
fail. It is not true that the criticisms of the
Sovie:s Mitterrand makes please the Yankees.What
concens the Yanks in this actual stage. is the
need .0 have a trustworthy government in respect
of thair hictoric objectives against the Soviet
Union  The Government of Mitterrand cannot be
an unconditional ally of Yankee imperialism in
this, and moreover, the presence of the  Commu-
nists in the Government stimulates the interven
tion of the proletariat whilst it proves to all,
that vhen Communists are in Government-whichever
count:'y thic« may happen- the world does not come
to an end! This influences the entire world and
countiies 1°ke Italy particularly,

Thi: electoral triumph of the Left expressed
“throuch the Sacialists in France, Greece, Spain,
Swedel: and rniow Portugal, forms part of the favou-
rable condifions for social transformations in
the werld, “here is an enormous movement of the
masses in Evrope which matures rapidly. It
expre: ses iiself in the Ecologist and Pacifist
movements or. @ one hand, and on the other hand,
in the strucgles of the workers' movement which
are tiking place through permanent mobilisations

This means that an anti-capitalist movement is
develaping in Europe, It does not have a clear
programme b:icause the Communist parties do not
sustain it in this direction, Neither do the
Trade Unions, But it is enough to see that the-
re hase bee1r no anti-Soviet mobilisations in
any country -not even at the time of Poland or
Afghaiistan- to see what the character of this
movem:nt reilly is. A1l the mobilisations that
took slace have been against the Yankees, their
weapo1s, the capitalist system and its armament.
Even the at:empts by sectors of the Socialist
partiz2s and the right wing of some Communist Par

* This has b:en developed by comrade Posadas in
many docum:nts where he shows that with the
Workars Stites, capitalism can trade ~ and so
"breathe' whilst Yankee imperialism wants to
destroy all competitors. (Rditorial).

ties to organise demonstrations against the So -
viet Union, have failed, This highlights the
very high level of maturity in the population
and in this case, this maturity is not expressed
through the proletariat, but through large sec~
tors of the petty bourgecisie who are those who
constitute the bulk and overwhelming majority of
the Pacifist movement,

The complications in the process in France
are the consequence of the Jack of  leadership,
The programme of Mitterrand - whilst being an
important programme -~ was not, and is not, suffi-
cient to confront the crisis of capwta11sm now

unfolding, As Mitterrand's movement does not re-
ceive, from the Communists, programmatic formula~
tions in a clear and concise way, that movement
runs behind the crisis and remains confined to
measures that belong to the capitalist camp, It
is necessary to intervene in the discussion on
how to, develop France because under capitalism,
France cannot develop.

The other aspects of the discussion in Europe
is the experience in Spain, where the crisis of
the Communist Party is a necessary subject for
discussion. The electoral victory of the Socia-
Tists expresses the maturity of Spain for social
transformations. The masses concentrate in the
most prepared and capab}e centre at the moment.
In other words, it is not a victory for Gonzalez
-who does not have any idea or initiative - but
the result of the decision of the masses to use
the world balance of forces to advance in Spain.
This victory was a social expression of a resol-
ve to oppose NATO, the Yankee bases, and to ad ~
vance social and economic transfcrmations. The
Socialists have only taken up this programme in
a very partial way, but this is the means by
which the masses have advanced,

There is no possible progress for capitalism
in Spain! The Government either advances in
measures of nationalisations, such as that of
Rumasa which they have done, or the crisis of
capitalism deepens and the Government  starts
clashing directly with its base and the popula -
tion, In this process, the Communist Party has
a very important role to play, It is necessary
to discuss the importance of the unification of
all the Communist currents in Spain on the basis
of an anti-capitalist programme., The Communists
must support the Socialist government and at
the same time, develop the intervention of the
population for a United Front with the Govern -~
ment and the Trade Unions for Social Transforma-
tions,

The crisis of the Spanish Communist Party is
the consequence of its leadership's "Eurocommu-
nist" policies,It's a consequence of its adap -
tion to regicnalism and its trailing behind the
bourgeoisie. Santiago Carrillo {Ex General Se -
cretary of the Party) rejected Leninism and the
dictatorship of the proletariat. He tried to
make it appear that he was 'autonomous', that is
to say, not with the Soviet Union, Al1 this was
done against the Communist base which continually

demonstrated its staunch opposition. 1t was
the arrogance of the leadership that led it to
ignore the protests of the Party's base, For

instance, the point was reached where the Commu-
nist masses no longer bought "Mundo Obrero"- the
paper of the Party- and the Tatter had to close.
As the Communist Party soldiered on regardliess,
a process of breaks between it and the  workers
vanguard started, as in Catalonia. One has to



intervene in the crisis of the Communists and to
help them to put themselves in agreement on the
basis of the anticapitalist objectives , The
important thing is that this crisis is not the
result of the Communists giving up or abandoning
the Communist ideas. It is simply a crisis pro-
voked by the lack of capacity - and a certain de-
generation -~ of the leadership. Those who  have
teft the Party or stopped voting Communist, have
not abandoned Communist objectives; they had to
Teave the Party transitorily . It was not a ques-
tion that »0iled down to a problem of being for
or against the Soviets. It is a question of
what programme and policy to bring Spain out of
backwardness. To put the question in any other
way is a justification,

The Wo+~1d Communist Movement must discuss
this situation . This experience has a great
weight and importance, The same is true of the
proc2ss in the Italian Communist Party. The
recent Conjress of the Italian Communist  Party
has confirned that the ICP cannot break with the
USSR, ‘neither can it continue with the Tine of
divergence with the USSR. This is why without
actually ibandoning the search for what they
call 'autoqomy', they have retreated and justi -
fied the cnranges they have made by saying that
Andropov actually represents 'a change in the
USSE', Thay have retaken the position of virtual
support for Soviet proposals. In this recent

Concress, they talked of looking for what  they
call an "Alternative” which means dropping the
“historic compromise’ and opening a perspective for
a Gevernment of the Left. The experience of the
Italian Communist Party which went from "Compro-
mise® with the bourgeoisie to an “Alternative" -
a Perty that in reality moved from & partial
bresk with the USSR to a position of supporting
the USSR - shows that a Communist Party cannot

advence in opposition to its historic objective.
A Party that persists on the road of doing this,
disintegrates; and this is what happens with the
Sparish Conmunist Party,

1t was in this context that our Conference ma
de & call for a discussion in the worid Revolu -
tiorary mevement, in the Communist parties, on
thece experiences and in a public form,

Tie European Communist Parties that maintain
clea~ clas; positions and the support to the So-
viet Union, 1ike the Portuguese, the French or
the 3reek ~ommunist parties, are advancing elec~
toraily whilst the other parties lose more and
more suppo-t; this must be discussed,

Tie sitiation in Portugal and in Greece, is
giviag sighrificant examples. The Greek Communist
Parts has incressed in political weight and in
eleczoral ‘orce with the electoral victory ofthe
Gree< Sociilists., It is a Party known openly
for its pro-Soviet position., In consequence, the
procass in Greece is moved by a dynamic force
that can n> longer be controlled by the capita-
Tist systen in conditions where the Greek bour ~
geoisie is as weak socially as it is economically.
The 3overnnent of Papandreou is taking measures
that represent a great social progress for Gree-~
cey on the question of women's rights, in  the
field of tie separation of the State from the
control of the Church.

The most important aspect in relation to the
Greek ecoromy is the wholescale cooperation it
has started with the USSR that becomes the main
asscciate of Greece. Papandreou has an attitude

of antagonism towards Yankee imperialism in
foreign policy. He continues with a policy of
resistance to NATO, He has imposed conditions
for the Yankee bases to remain in Greece, - that
practically annul their reason for being there ,
There is a movement of the masses against the
Yankee bases and NATO that shows a very great
influence of the Workers States in Greece. The
Communist Party has a very great role to play
in this process which is ripe for a more profound
anticapitalist programme. The Communists did not
understand, at first, the significance of Papan -
dreou's victory _but they had to change, and ey
have now adopted a more flexible position; they
are now seeking a United Front, In fact, it is
necessary to make the United Front with the So -
cialists, in order to develop Greece and to show
imperialism the door,

THE NEW STAGE
IN LATIN AMERICA

The final crisis of the capitalist system was
discussed as the fundamental aspect of the world
process of the class struggle, but as one which
is not really determinant. However, the new
conditions which the depth of the capitalist cri-
sis means for the anticapitalist struggle, are
very important. It means that the social, econo
mic and political disintegration of the capita -
Tist system, lead to very deep contradictions be
tween the Asian, latin American and African bour
geoisies - and between these and Yankee imperia-

“lism.At the same time, an anti-imperialist pro -
cess stimulated by the masses and of great
magnitude, developed in Latin America after the
Malvinas conflict,

In Argentina, a process was unleashed after
the Malvinas conflict. In reality, this process
came from a previous period of uncontrellable
crisis of the dictatorship, The Latin American
bourgeoisies do not have any other solution but
to seek some independent development from impe -
rialism, Their external debt of 300 million dol-
lars to big imperialist world finances,
simply cannot be paid back.To pay such asum back
as far as capitalism is concerned would mean”
dictatorships even more furious than that of
Pinochet, and this is absolutely excluded.Instead
of this, in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, there is
a development of sectors - even bourgeois ones -
who have started to call for important antiimpe-
rialist measures, In Mexico, this can be seen in
the measures of nationalisation of -the Banks, ta

ken by Portillo, President Betancourtof Colombia
has a position of opposition to Reagan's plans
against Nicaragua and E1 Salvador. The Brazilian
government has taken the same position as Colom~
bia, but beyond this there are political leaders
of the bourgeoisie, even ex-Ministers of the
former military governments, who -like this ex-
Commander of the Chief of General  Staff - call
for the non-repayment of the external debt. They
call for this action to be taken unilaterally.
The new Popular Government of Siles Suazo in Bo-
1ivia represents a blow to imperialism's designs
and it is an impulse to the masses of Latin
America, In other words, there is a very power-~
ful process in development, going directly coun-
ter to imperialism and capitalism, in which Mar-
xist leaderships - at present absent - are being
formed ‘on the march', What decides in  al]
this, is the attitude of the masses who live the



world process and do not depend on their local

teaderships.In Nicaragua, E1 Salvador, and beto-
re that in Cuba, these measures either triumphed
or are triumphing now. The world process prevents
imperialism from intervening (as it would like),
and the masses have not been intimidated by all
the murders that have been perpetrated by impe -
rialism, murders that it still goes on perpetra-
ting, The Latin American bourgeoisies were, 1in
the past, in the habit of sending soldiers to
fight the wars of imperialism, to massacre Revo-
tutions. Today, however, they abstain from doing
this, and very vrecently, they did not accompa-
ny the large-scale invasion attempt by the Yanks
in Nicaragua. Indeed, they opposed it,

The masses of Latin America are making very

" deep experiences without mass parties as such ,
and without Trade Union leaderships of substance,
The masses are learning to intervene without lea~
dership and they learn how to confront imperial-
ism as a single united body, with a sort of cen-
tralication that used to require years andyears
of experience in political 1ife to attain., The
Latin American masses are learning from the world
process and they count firmly on the world situa-

tion in their own struggles,

The situation in Argentina has an immense im-
portarnce for lLatin America as a whole because
the protagorist in the Argentinian process, is
a proletariat with a great experience and with
a decisive weight in the 1ife of the country, It
is the reascn why, without leadership, and in a
very short time, it has produced two great Gene-
ral Strikes as part of the deepening of the cri-
sis of the dictatorship. The movement of the
Mothers of the "Plaza de Mayo" is a  phenomenon
that points to the social maturity that exists
in layers of the population that aren't all from
the proletariat but who participate in the strug-
gle with security, They intervene in the politi-
cal rrocess with a security and confidence which
aren't just from Argentina, but from the world.
The Mothers feel that they are not just defending
their own caildren, but the progress of human

_life,They see the need to change human relations

" and they say so, The majority of them know
that their children or other relatives will not
return,, that they are dead, However, they
carry on_ tecause they are moved by objectives
whict go far beyond their own sons or relatives,
The Pothers act with the same conduct of objecti-
vity in Argentina, as the Nicaraguan mothers and
chilcren - and those of E1 Salvador - who are
motivated by objective sentiments for Human Kind
and rot just by the family, It is a proof that
"Humanity is mature for Communism" (as comrade
J. Ptsadas characterised it), When this appears
in Argentira, it is because changes of a much
greater sccpe are being prepared and they  are
immer sely nore profound than the present Teader-
ship: can imagine or express,

Tre Conference discussed the necessity of
intetvening in all the movements that develop in
Latir America and of making alliances with sec-
tors of the bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie -~
like the 'desarollistas'* in Argentina, or with

The desarcllistas' may be called something
like "developmentalists', See J, Posadas on this
subjuct "The Actual Phase of the Class Struggle
in Latin Arerica' 19th May 1981,

Brizola in Brazil. These alliances will be to
stimulate further changes, in order to bring ab-
out more consistent leaderships. At the present
time, the Latin American proletariat does not
have either the time or the means to form a lea-
dership, But they do form it, "on the march",In
so doing, the proletariat does not wait for a
future stage, but intervenes already to  impel
leaderships which have to become capable of pro-
grammatic action and decision in a much shorter
time than previously.

The present stage of the development of  the
Revolution in any part of the world, contains a
factor which was absent in former stages - or at
Teast had insufficient weight when it was there.
That factor is the intervention of the Workers
States, particularly and essentially the Soviet
Union whose intervention no longer leave any sco-
pe for major retreats in the process, At the
same time, it permits the people to intervene in
order to advance the processes already in deve -
lopment, So, it was in the Malvinas conflict that
the Soviets, without being directly involved mi-
Titarily , were profoundly present socially.They
were not drawn to intervene directly because the
military dictatorship of Argentina did not have
any intention of a serious confrontation with
imperialism, However, the Soviets have interve -
ned to support Bolivia and Nicaragua, The moment
that the plans of the Yankeses were known, Ortega
was to be seen with Andropov in Moscow, This is
why the nationalist leaderships of this stage
with all the Soviet support they get, can take
another path to the one they took previously. In
the past there was an insufficient or very bela~
ted intervention of the workers states which
did not allow the development of the (necessary)
Teaderships and mobilisations,

THE MIDDLE EAST

The Conference discussed on the of most impor.
tant aspects of the world situation: the Middle
East. The murderous Israeli invasion of Lebanon

which took the form of a military victory, pro -
ved to be a political and social rout of the
highest order for Imperialism and Israel. The
Palestinian and Lebanese masses demonstrated hat
the military force of Israel and of imperia-
Tism, could not defeat them., They proved decisi-
vely that arms do not decide the course of Histo-
ry.

Imperialism and Israel cannot attain their ob-
jective in Lebanon, They have not managed to
crush the Palestinians and neither have they
expelled the Syrians, They also have been una -
ble to impose a Government completely submitted
to Israel on Lebanon, This is the reality of
the apparent military victory of Israel. It is a
reality decided by the world balance of  forces,
Israel, having managed to push Syria c?pser
to the Soviets, finds that for the first time,
there are Soviet missiles bases on. Syrian terri-
tory run under the direct control of the USSR
This is the most important defeat imperialism ana
Israel have suffered. They were not able to de -
feat either the Palestinians or the Syrians. A!l
they have left is the dead bodies of the civilian
population in Lebanon, with all the internal con-
sequences resulting in Israel, such as the deve-~
Topment of a movement which looks for unif3c§ton
with the Arab Masses. These are new conditions
which are going to determine a much more protound
process in the coming stage. The Jewish masses



are’ready for unification with the Arab masses ,
against their common enemy: imperialism, the
murderous zionist leadership and the Arab bour -
geoisies. The process of rebellion in the Israeli
Army against the assassin function of Israel in
the region’~ and in the world - and against being
the stooge of imperialism against Revolutions,is
a symptom of the readiness of the masses forthis
unification.

THE ORGANISATION AND
ROLE CF THE IV,INTERNATIONAL

The Ccnference discussed the problems of organi-
satior and functioning as part of the political
problems rather than as separate issues. The
basis of the discussion was the text of comrade
Posadas on the History of the IV. International,
The structure of the IV International is

based ¢n the principles, methods and conceptions

which vere developed and applied by comrade J,

Posadac., These were for the construction of our
movemet t, true enough, but they have a universal

validity, Tre centralised functioning of the

world Farty is a fundamental principle of the
Intern:tional, and it is based on the historic

experience of Lenin, the Bolshevik Party and the
Third “nternetional up until the death of Lenin,

Comrade Posacas put all this experience at  the
service of creating a highly concentrated form
of centralisetion which corresponds  to the
necess’ ty of this present stage of History we
live ir, and to the function of the Posadist IV,

Internstional.

The vivid example of comrade Posadas, his
guidance and objectivity, his purity of inten -
tion and sentiments, are necessary in the cons-
tryction of cur movement and for the development
of Revolutiorary Marxism,This is why the Confe -
rence resolved to publish the History of the IV,
Interni tional, written by comrade Posadas, We
intend in tris way to make the origins, the
bases, the method and principle of 1ife and of
Posaditm - ard of our master comrade Posadas -
known,

At the same time, there is the need for an
elevation of the sections in the political, reve
lutionary and cultural functioning, so as to
develop new cadres in the objective Tife ofideas.

) Tbe Conference resolved, as a fundamental ob -
Jective, to publish the works of Posadas ; the
greater part of them have yet to be published., A

case in point is his work on "The Process of the

Development of Human Civilisation". This work
represents a great contribution to the explana -
tion of the development of social relations and
human thought, even though it is unfinished.The~
re are writings of comrade Posadas on the most
important processes of this stage, the USSR, Chi-
na, Poland (already published in books in many
}agggages}, France, Ttaly, the Middle East, the
crisis of capitalism, etc, which it is necessary
to study in order to understand completely  the
world situation. In addition, Posadas wrote on
themes which form part of today's preoccupations
such as the education of Children, the problems
of Women, of 01d People, of Culture and Art, The
thoughts of comrade Posadas are a unity in all
these fields, He has left behind writings, ana-
}ysgs and principles which develop the capacity
to interpret history. A portion of all thiswork
hgs already been published. We can say with con-
fidence that the thought of comrade Posadas s
part of the thought of Humanity's vanguard which
a?ready works with the consciousness of the neces
sity and inevitability of Communism.

The Conference made a call to the world Revo-
lutionary movement, to the Workers States, to
the Revolutionary States and all the Movements
of §he Left, to the Communist parties, the Revo-
lutionary Nationalist movements and the Catholic
of the'Lgft, to contribute to this ohjective and
through it, to the publication of the works of

comrade J, Posadas which are a public
of history, P property

The Conference closed by saluting and wishing
Long Life to:

. The masses of the World!

- The Soviet Union, China, Cuba, Viet-
nam and all the Workers States.

. To comrade Karl Marx, Engels, Lenin,
Trotsky and comrade Posadas! Vivai

The International Secretariat
of the Posadist IV. Internatiomal
2nd May, 1983,
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EDITORIAL | |
The world balance of forces and the
incapacity of the Thatcher regime

The incapecity of world imperialism to organise its forces against the
Workers States hias been notably expressed in various recent events, The
attempted watergatmg «pf-part of the Reagan team and the sharpness of
dispute between Yankee and European imperialism over trade issues are all
aspects of the balance of world forces, the effect of the social superiority
of the Workers_States, which does not allow imperialism to overcome its
internal drsputese The team of Reagan has been unstable since the start
of his presidency and, with- only failures to register whether in the Leban—
on or Central America or Chile, despite the organisation of massacres in

these areas, it is. not surprising that tensions multiply in the teams of

rmpenalrsme Wherever there is progress theie is the influence of the
Workers States, Koh! and Strauss of West Germany, both representatives
of capitalism, are hostile to the advance of Communism and have to
associate with the United States, but both seek increased trade with the
Soviet Union and the DDR. This shows how German imperialism, although
historically tied to the wheels of Yankee imperialism in the defence of
private property, seek all the time to evade hrstory, seekmg to survive
with the aid of the Workers States, '

SUPERIORITY  OF THE WORKERS STATE

The supenorrty of the Workers States is ‘exemplified in the case of
Poland. Imperialism developed a whole world campaign over Poland,
seeking to entrain the world bourgeoisie, seeking to utilise the problems
in Poland _as they hoped disorder would increase, to invite imperialist
intervention. Now martial law has been lifted and it is clear that the
regime of the Workers State is secure in the trust and expectations of the
population. The visit of the Pope was to conciliate with the Workers
State and dissociate the Papacy from the bandits and gangsters in the
leadership of Solidarity, The masses have succeeded in breaking a mon-—
strous apparatus in the Unions and the Party, and exert a pressure for
rectifications in the Workers State. The Labour Left has - to understand
this process because it is a verification of the solidity of the workers
State. Such a process rs rmpossrb!e for capitalism, which cannot be cured:
only burred

NO YANKEE BLOCKADE

OF NICARAGUA'!
FOR A WORLD CAMPAIGN AGAINST

IMPERIAL!ST lNTERVENTlON

It is only on the basis of seeing the world process that the Labour Left
can make a balance of the elections and see the perspective for the down-
fall of capitalism, The Labour Party, inits present form, is not capable
of making a text or a balance of the election and rts conseguences,
because it is not so much a Party as an electoral apparatus, grouping
together a miscellany of Left, Right and Centre. Now the Left forces:are
deciding the orientation of the Party, but such as they exist they do not
represent the depth of the process because they possess no coherent
method or policy, but remain at the level of pragmatism.

The resolutions of the IS and the last editorial in RF based on many
previous articles of Cde Posadas have elaborated on the congenital
deficiencies of the Labour Party organisation, which has little political
life, has been submitted over years to the weight of the Trade Union
bureaucracy and, above all, the interests of imperialism. Thus, although
the world balance of forces have led fo the crisis of growth of the forces
of the Left in the Labour Party and the Trade Unions, it is not possible
to expect a sturdy Marxist Left to leap out suddenly from the cinders of
social democracy. All the leaders of the Left, whether ‘soft’ or ‘hard'.
have received their education in the hybrid, non—Marxist outlook of a
British social democracy which breathed the atmosphere of imperialism.
Thus Marx or Trotsky may be respected, but rather as icons are respected,
Their contribution in method and outlook are not grasped.

‘Objectively, it is absurd for the Labour Party and the Labour Left not
to make a fundamental issue of the electoral fraud which has been per~
petrated in these last elections. The most ingenious apologetics for
Parliamentary democracy cannot justify the fraud of the June elections.
What is democratic about a Conservative government which loses votes
and gains more seats? The electorate did not give a mandate for this
government as Murray of the TUC has argued against Scargill, There

Turn to page 3

pared with 1979,

-election before time:

-1 .menfary seats.
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ON THE BRITISH ELECTIONS
wn e 155, RESOLUTION 1S,

The British elections have to be

discussed as part of the experiences
of this final stage of the capitalist
system. Thatcher’s great ‘victory’ is
in reality a loss of 1.5 per cent; that
is to say, 600 thousand votes com—
This shows the
reason why Thatcher called the
to prevent
greater fosses later on. This is a
fundamental aspect of the electoral
results in Britain. It is not a triumph
of the Right! The Comservatives
have lost 600 thousand votes and,
thanks to the changes in the electoral
boundaries (equivalent to a slate
coup), they have won 58 more Parlia~

Labour lost three million votes
the greatest part of these losses’
went to the Liberals and a part is i
accounted for by abstentions which
increased four per cent in relation to
1979.  The proletariat voted for the
it did not desert’

Labour . Pariy.
Labour, even though in some workers’
areas there was an increase in ab-
stentions. The working class sup~

ported all the changes that led to

the fall of Callaghan and the ascent
of M. Foot. It has supported the

- Labour programme in all its important
‘poinis against the plans of British

imperialism.

“going to continue.
“ because rt rs one of the‘forms the

and social struggle is going to pose
the need for this programme: net just
in Britain but in all the caprtahst
countries in Europe The world pro-
cess is favourable to a Leftwards
programmatic development. The world
situation does not stabilise a real
force for the capitalist system in any
respect. This is even more true

‘regarding sectors like Thatchero-

saurus (so- called in Britain because
she resembles a dmesaur) The
mass movement against the war pre—
parations of the caprta!rst system is
it willido seo

At the same time, Labour lost
three million voles, essentially the
result of its Ieadership’s incapacity
to attract the pelit bourgeoisie which
voted for the Liberals and, to a
smaller extent, for the Social Demo-
crats. This loss was also due to the
fact that the Labour Right and Trade
Union leaderships were against the
programme of Labour and sabotaged
Foot’s campaign.

The fact that the Conservatives
are more represented in Parliament
does not signify any social or poli-
tical strengthening for them. On the
contrary, Labour ~ together with the
L.ibetals and the SDP (the ‘Alliance’)

~ have gained more votes than in

1979, an increase from 50.7% to 53%.
in other words, the opposition to
Thatcher is in a2 majority electorally
and it is a growing majority. The
electoral farce of the distribution of
Parliamentary seats came about pre~
cisely because theprocesswas favour—
able to the Opposition.

The Liberals presented them-
selves in ‘Alliance’ with the SDP,
but with a programme opposed to
Thatcher. They increased their vote
from the bourgeoisie - and petit
bourgeoisie.  However, it is the
Liberals in the ‘Alliance’ that gained
votes and who presented themselves
with a programme against Thatcher
and against war. In social terms, we
are dealing with an increased major—
ity of people who are going to con~
tinue to struggle against Thatcher.
This will express itself even among
the Conservatives themselves, whose

“homogeneity is going to suffer in—

creasmg!y.

“The “quality “of Votes cast for Cir

Labour in these elections cannot be
underestimated. It is a vote deter-
mined by the programme that was
presented,  ‘including  unilateral
nuclear disarmament, statifications,
and some measures of plarmmg in the
economy. Labour had given a mea~
sure of support to the peace move-~

ment, to the very profound movement

of the Greenham Common Women (who
encircled the Yankee base), etc.
Labour's programme is one that has
had, and continues to have, a great
impact in capitalist Europe because
it is in objective united front with
the Workers States.
we must not forget that Foot went
fwice to the USSR and- declared

openly that ‘the Soviets want peace
It is for this leadership and pro-
gramme that more than eight million
voles were cast.

The eight million votes are going
to have an enormous political and
social weight in the future struggles,
because all the problems are going to
increase and the crisis of capitalism
is going to sharpen. At the very
moment when the importance of the
programme raised by Foot against
Yankee imperialism - and in favour
of an economic policy which included
important anti-capitalist points -
should have been seen, the Socialist
and Communist Right wings have
decided that it was responsible for
the loss of Labour votes, In conse-
quence, they quite forgot the con-
clusion that must be drawn regarding
the political  importance of eight
million votes having been cast for
this kind of programme.

This - conclusion is fundamental

because the process of the political

In this respect

‘not stop.

and Commumst leadershrps do’ not

respond.  This is why capitalism
concentrates itself in Britain 1o de~
!rver blows ata leadershrp of bourge-

ois. orrgms (such as Labeur rs), which
has gone quite some way in opposi-
tion to war plans. However, this
cannot impede the development of
currents and tendencies in the Socia~
list “and social-democratic parties
which advance in oppesrtron to the
installation of the Yankee msssrles,
or ‘to NATO’s war plans headed by
the Yankees, in general ‘

Germany has undergone a srmrlar
process in the sense that the changes
in the Social Democracy — Leftwards
even now under the new leadership of
Vogel - resulted in an immediate
loss of votes. This was because of
the defection of the Rrght wing_ that
had been previously in the leadership
and imposed a different programme,
submitted to capitalism. However,
this having changed, the Leftwards
process in the Social Democracy. did
It went on all the same,
because capitalism, as a system, can
no longer offer anything. Capitalism
is exhausted. This was very well
demonstrated in the Williamsburg
‘summit', which was a failure and
did not resolve upon any mea-
sure other than general declarations
of war preparations. Even in this
question of war preparations, there
was not that much agreement amongst
them. On the question of the Middle
East or that of Central America, the
capitalist system is riddled with
divisions and did not support the

Reagan plans.

Tarn to page 4
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imperialism appears like a dummy. A

THE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS IN IRAN AND THE CRISIS country which has nothing, like Iran,

OF THE RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP.

Even with the differences in
political level and development of
the different peoples, resolutions in
all of them develop in an almost
identinal way. They differ through
the economic and social base on
which these peoples five, but the
decision which they develop s
almost identical, This is because the
base of these decisions is not deter—
mined by the poverty in which they
live, but through the world progress
of the revolution, the existence and
the progress of the twentythree
Workers States which all the popula~
tions of the world see. The masses
of the capitalist countries see the
Workers States and their own coun-
tries, and make comparisons.

They see countries which have
emerged from very great backwardness
like Mozambigue to develop measures
of the Workers State. In Mozambique
they understand that there is no more
backwardness in education, no more
hunger. The masses are making this
apprenticeship -in lran. When. the
population of lran can express itself
~ the population, not the religious
leadership - it is going to do the
. same as Mozambique. 1t is not going
to make the course of previous revo-
lutions, but is going to make an
immense leap.

The masses of lran, in seeing the
world, are developing in their mind
-the structure of cultural and political
understanding. They cannot do so in
aspects of the economy, because this
requires more dedication and people
have not been able to do it. But
culturally and politically they have

underst anding because it is simpler.

In order to understand, social means
and conditions are necessary, and
the masses see that change is .not
impossible, as they see more back~
ward countries and populations make
immense leaps. The capacily of a

cuuﬁtry must not only be measured in
advancing from backwardness to
progress, but in the resolution of

the population to do it. This elevated

resolution did not exist a year before
in the majority of cases, but now it
acquires it. Who provides this? It
cannot be the work of the revolution~
ary Party because this relates to a
small  number of people: in fact,
such a resolution is the influence
of the world. '

~ The masses of the whole world
learn from the world. They have ears
* to hear and eyes to see, and they
have the mind to understand. lran is
- also this. It is not possible to mea~
“sure Iran by what it is today, but by
the power of the world influence on
“lran.  The more the revolutionary
process expands, the more it attracts
and organises the more backward
populations, giving them the disci~
pline of the task they have to camy
out. “The masses put themselves in
agreement even without knowing or
seeing the process before. The hase
which centralises knowledge is the
world relation of forces.

“The present government of lran
govemns but does not lead eventsin
Iran, because people are thinking in

a2 much more advanced and decided
‘way about social transformations.
This conclusion is already in the
mind of the lranian masses, and ail
the present phase of the political

We are publishing this article by . Cde Posadas on lran in two issues of
Red Flag. The flightof Bani Sadr and the intervention of the Right against
the Tudeh Party do not contradict in any way the essential features of the
analysis of Cde Posadas. ,
corresponds to the need for the progress of Iran, The Right has continued
with the unnecessary war against fraq in the vain hopes of preventing
discussion and strengthening the role of the army against the revolution
and social transformations. This has no perspective, but the Iran revolu—
tion was not anticipated or led by the necessary historic leadership.

discussion in Iran is made at the top
and the population does not live this
discussion in any way.

The masses of lran, like the
masses of all the Arab countries,
among them Algeria, is the most ad-
vanced think of religion as a supple~
ment and not as the base, and the
molive of the consciousness and of
the objective of life. The populations
of the world with religious sentiment
think in this way.

A simple measure of the progress
which Iran has made is that two years
before the population decided nothing.
Today, none is capable of making a
decision that may go against the
population, not even the Ayatollas of
the Right. They have a very great
fear of the population, and this is
only in two years. -1t is the world
which is entering Iran, taking it by
the hand and going with it; and the
world is the Soviet Union and the
Workers States which say to lran:
‘Come with us’.

In lran, in two years, the masses
have matured in a way that would
normally take much more time. This
has been possible through the world,
through the closeness of the USSR,
and also through the revolutionary
process in the Arab world, above all
Algeria which openly . declares for
Socialism, lran forms part, in tur,
of this world which is influencing.
In the world relation of forces the
force which has historic right always
wins, like Algeria, In nineteen years
Algeria has passed from being sub-
mitted to the French to struggle for
Socialism, emerging from a greater
backwardness than Iran.

The French in order to subject
Algeria had to make a certain deve-
lopment of culture and science. As
opposed to the Yanks, the French
incorporated a part of the population
of their colonies into the leading
body. They incorporated the petit
bourgeoisie into cultural, scientific
and university development. No other
imperialism did this; the Yanks only
killed. Algeria brings along many
people who come from this relation

with the French. 1n order to develop’

Algeria, with this intellectual base,
the march 1o Socialism has been
undertaken.

Iran is quite similar and has a
cultural and intellectual base of 2
certain importance which weighs in
the country. The majority is Left and
wants the Socialist development of
fran. Hence, in a few years, the
Iranian revolution has been able to
make such a development. 1t is not
through these people, but the world

- relation of forces which has helped
‘the intellectuals and allowed them to

take the decision to develop the
country.

Iran does not have a mass revo-
lutionary Party. It has a very weak
bourgeoisie and pelit bourgeoisie.
With everything, it has taken the

—)

imposes on the Yanks so they have
to pay for the exchange of the
hostages. Everybody sees that itis
not lran which is imposing this, but
the Soviet Union. Brezhnev appears
with an expression as though he
would not intervene in anything, but
it is the Soviets who sustain the
resolution of Iran.

Kissinger made the trip to .the
decision to advance on the way to state of history operates, which is Middle East believing that he was
Socialism. They do not say it in this determined essentially by the world gding to organise the bourgeoisie to
way but when they resolve on the relation of forces. The base of this resist the revolution and the Soviets.
statification of seventy per cent of process is that capitalism has no He believed that it was a problem of
the economy, this is now the base of Strength for anything save to prepare people who govern countries like
a Socialist economy. Private industry war. In Iran the leadership is missing Israel or Egypt. Reagan is of the
- if it develops - cannot compete in order to make the Workers State Left by the side of these people and
with this structure. The masses and history needs leadership, The must declare ‘We cannot do in-
learn from the world all these prin~ foot of this plant which is growing sanities’, including that he had to
ciples of economic and social in Iran needs air, and the air is the Show himself separated from this trip
development. Workers State. of Kissinger, and it is necessary to
record that Reagan was for partici-
The Iranian revolution represents  In order to centralise itself as a pating in the Olympics and for
one of the forms suigeneris of the class the lranian bourgeoisie, besides abandoning the cereal embargo on
Permanent Revolution. lran is a pro~ not having the means, has not found the Soviets.
cess of Permanent Revolution, a the historic conditions because of the
revolution which is bombarded on all existence of the USSR. The latter The masses of the whole world
sides so as to overthrow it, and this sustained intellectually, culturally See this impotence of imperialism.
revolution without bombs continues and socially, the Iranian revolutionary They see the resolution to intervene
advancing. A revolution which does Process. In front of the Sovieteverywhere by the Soviets, and they
not have bombs, which does not have example the Yanks were thrown outSe€e that all the countries who pro-
ideas, which has no leadership, because the only thing that they had 8ress on the revolutionary road -
advances because it is a logical Was money and arms. The SovietsCuba, Angola, Ethiopia, - are all a
necessity of Iran. In order to live, Showed that they had money, arms - Prolongation of the Soviet Union.
Iran has to progress; and in order to and social progress. Yet. lmpenahs:m is trying with }he
progress it has to make social trans- ‘ lranians to quibble over money like
formations, to advance in planning  The point that we made two years 3 discussion in the rag market. This
and statification, otherwise the 2go over the lIranian revolution has S @ Work which Carter is making in
revolution collapses. The lranian been proved. +In the Iranian revoly- Ofder to be a candidate in the next
population now sees this. No leader— tion 1905 and 1917 of the Russianele‘ftm“s’. as e beheve.s' After
ship in Iran has any notion of this, Revolution have been unified.” They haw{lng tried to enter with armed
nor the assassins of the Muslim have still not finished with 1905 buthehcopters he has to see how much
Right. they have already entered 1917 MOneY to shell out.
1 they are two steps which are joined. : : .
The process of the revolution in It is not the first and then the other, Tha Soviets cannot intervene with
the world has influenced Iran to make because the difference compared with 21! the Strength which they have,
a group of ‘tendencies leap forward, the first Socialist Revolution is that26cause they do not want fo confront
and impeded the establishment and now there are twenty Workers States, Idia or Turkey, or Pakistan. They
construction of firm reactionary and with the USSR in development of want to influence within Pakistan
apparatuses.  The Left has firm public intervention throughout the and. Turkey. Hepg;e thgy makew a
resolution, but still it does not have world in support of the revolution, SE1ieS 0f concessions which prolong
a solidified strength. The Soviet Union is the element the. life of capitalism. The Soviets
~which decides the process of lran. believe in this way fo create diffi-
Iran cannot advance without the |t is not decided anymore in any CUlLes If the preparations of the war
advance of the revolution. It has to particular country but by the Workers by imperialism by trying to win his-
separate itself from the present army States. It is not the same for capi- o 1c tme. It is not a bad factic, but
which brings with it a previous struc- talism, Imperialism cannot impose it does not correspond with this

ture, and must plan an important jis will on other capitalist countries :I:zgiantgzrit:t‘i’;%’s t?::t g‘:: tpgzzi:lle‘
development of the economy - $0 a$ hecause otherwise they would be ex~ for the benefit of the process of the

to resolve the problem of agrarian jated. T , .

property with the concentration of the propriated ;;voluho?,. b“tl’ 'atmthe sa;me ft:med,
land to produce cheaper and better Byt at the side of the revolution w:y t::se lmlpet. n , e “(‘!“S pro l°,"“
and to make a programme of industrial the masses of the world unite with the ;i °\7 ey inerne ary T
production now, without remaining Soviet Union, and in Iran it is thegy o2 BN Y FEEASE T e
subject to petroleun, but on the magses, part of the petit bourgeoisie, y by o o5 TOC NG over e

basis of the revenues from its sale. and even a sector of the bourgeoisie
All this requires a public discussion - which sees that it has no other ~ Yankee imperialism never speaks

in lran and for this it is necessary perspective in order to contjnue 0f the North American people and
to impose democratic liberties. gxjsting but to unite with the Soviet What openings they have, what mee~
Union. tings, what conferences they have.
The apparatus of the government Yankee imperialism has a very great
and the army particularly is a centre  The crisis of capitalism creates fear of the North American people,
of the old leading layer not in the ypis sjtyation for sectors of the and there are important movements
too of the apparatus of the govem-— |ranjan bourgeoisie, which is not against the imperialist leadership -
ment but certainly in the govern— apguished but it is the form in which like the recent demonstration against
mental structure. The Muslims of the they have to continue living. They the appointment of Haig in the future
Right impede every discussion and take from the Soviets, not from the Reagan Cabinet.
every process of discussion, because yanks, These lower sectors of the ,
they feel weak and cannot yield, bourgeoisie see that with the Yanks THE INTENSIFICATION OF THE
When they resist discussion it is they lose, and they do not feel that CRISIS OF THE RELIGIOUS
because they see this is an invincible they have the strength to organise LEADERSHIP.
necessity for people and that for themselves as a class or develop the
people to intervene it is a necessity fynction of the class. They do not Bani Sadr is not of the Right nor
and this leading layer of the Right have the strength for this and take of the Centre, but is to the Left in
is an obstacle. The masses are this other road. Before they the government. What he represents
proceeding now very well from the called it the least evil; now it is now is fear because he has no
plane of centralisation, and Khomei~ not, because it is the normal evil Party, movement, nothing. But he
nian religious belief, to the centrall- within the functioning of the capita~ has been elected by more than 70%
sation that ‘the country must pro- |ist system. of the votes. This means that he
gress’, ‘ ; has the confidence of the working
Iran is a proof of how the process  For a|l the countries of Africa, class, of the petit bourgeoisie, and
of the Permanent Revolution in this Agia and Latin America, Yankee of an important sector of the bourge-
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Iran still lacks a coherent leadership which
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oisie. But, in the whole of the force
which supported him, the bourgeoisie
is a small number: the rest is the
majority. The Right tried to overthrow
Bani Sadr and was unable to. Bani
Sadr has had to make a policy of
accommodation between the Muslims,
the bourgeoisie and the masses, with
a programme of conciliation between
capitalism and the Workers State.

In the conditions in which Iran is
advancing, where the principle
sources of wealth are in the hands of
the state — like petroleum ~ it is not
possible to make a policy to develop
the bourgeoisie. It is not possible,
because to do so would mean a
second revolution in a few days;
besides, to develop the country
cannot be done with the bourgeoisie.
The latter does not have either money
or sufficient means to develop as a
class in Iran - and, even if it could

obtain them, it does not have the
historic possibility to do it. The
capacity of the bourgeoisie is not
only money. Imperialism has more
money than a million Shahs together,
and they are thrown out everywhere.
It is the world relation of forces
which determine this crisis of
capitalism,

The whole Iranian leadership
finds itself in front of a process
which has been beyond its foresight,
and has had to make many changes
en route like Bani Sadr. He believed
that it was possibie to develop in
Iran the ‘third’ way, to support itself
a little on the Soviet Union and a
little on the Yanks. He believed in
this without counting on the lranian
masses and the influence of the world
process of the revolution on lran.
This leadership has had neither
political programme nor preparation.
Bani Sadr has a very general pro-

Editorial

should be a mass campaign against this fraudulent government which
pushed through an electoral law to defend its class interests. In fact, a
coup was organised by capitalism. Even now, so inured is the Labour
Party and the Left in part to accepting capitalist behaviour that they are
less forward than sectors in the Liberal and SDP in denouncing this
‘monumental swindle (the Liberals have also rejected the Defence Budget,
not simply abstaining as did the Labour-Parly, In the period from 1979

onwards the Trade Union leaders in particular, but also the Labour Party
and the Labour Left, were mainly involved in complaining, It is not
possible to continue in this vein but to analyse, conclude, and act.

FOR A MORE AUDACIOUS AND PRINCIPLED OPPOSITION.

It is not possible to see this Thatcher government in perspective
‘without seeing the world process. Thatcherosaurus is linked to the total
character of capitalism collapsing as a world system. The fact that the
military budget is constantly rising is symptomatic of the character of this
government. " It is linked to the Reagan regime in preparing war against.
the Soviet Union. But what is most significant in all this is the inability
of the Thatcher outfit, despite many heavy blows they have aimed at the
population, to gain acceptance for this policy. Indeed, the opposition
forces in the Conservative Party have not gone away with this election
but have augmented their resistance. 5 : ‘

The forces of the Labour Left can be far more audacious in their
policies if they see the historic superiority and power of the Workers
States compared with the degenerate incapacity of the world capitalist
system. The Labour Left will not develop just on the basis of its own
forces but-on the basis of seeing the weight of the Soviet Union. it is the
existence of the latter which blocks capitalism at every tum. Imperialism
has to compete with forces which confront it socially, politically and
economically, There is no justification for the inertia of the Trade Union
leaderships, their collaboration with capitalism. Why not discuss this?
The Left has to confront this issue directly and analytically. Why are
ali the struggies being fragmented? Why are the Miners expected to
oppose pit closures without any support from other Unions? It is neces~
sary for the Left to intervene on such fundamental issues and not submit
to the void in the Labour Party and Union organisation. This needs
bulletins, discussions; publications that analyse, not simply criticise,

the ways of Thatcheresaurus,

from pagel

No doubt the policies of this government are going to provoke resis-
tance in the population whatever the passive attitudes of sectors of the
Labour Party and Trade Union leaderships, but there is no need to wait
for the blows of this very feeble government. From the start the debates
over the ‘cuts’, the discussion over capital punishment and over MP's
salaries, brought out all the disorder in the:ranks of the Conservative
Party. Pym's speech after his dismissal also shows the confirmed
opposition of a whole layer to the intransigent policies of Thatcher, and
Pym particularly called for independent negotiation with the Soviet Union
over missiles. This has been taken up now by Owen, and shows the line
of a powerful sector of the bourgecisie who, like sectors in Germany, are
not disposed to be destroyed at the whim of Yankee imperialism. This is
why the circumstances -are very favourable for the organisation of botha
discussion for a superior functioning of the Left and also for an offensive
against Thatcher, via strikes and mass mobilisations.

Everywhere Thatcher is faced with the Workers States. Over Hong Kong
the Chinese Workers State decides, not Thatcher. There will be no Mal-
vinas ‘success’ here (the Left should intervene over Hong Kong, of course,
and not leave the matter to Thatcher, as they should also intervens over
Gibraltar). It is time that the Labour Left raised more consistently the

issue of the monarchy which is part and parcel of imperialism. What has

this institution to do with democracy? - The fact that the monarchy is not
attacked is part of the lack of an organised consistent Left. It is neces—
sary to repudiate this government as the equivalent of a coup and to make
this issue fundamental with the struggles against nuclear weapons and the
continuous impoverishment of the population by the degeneration ofthe

gramme. It is necessary to interpret

It is a question of time. The strength

The very good relations with the

the movements which all these of the proletariat is not only what it USSR have a great influence in Iran

leaderships make, because they do
not know what to do.

They are all afraid of advancing
towards the Workers State, including
also Bani Sadr. But the masses are
not afraid. This difference between
the masses and the leadership shows
why this discussion is based on the -
summit. This situation occurred in
part in the preamble of the Russian
Revolution. The present symptoms of
the lranian revolution are not retreats
but leaps forward, and the Soviets
are supporting,

The lranian revolution advances.
An element to measure this advance
is that the bourgeoisie is incapable
of containing the revolution. The
bourgecisie cannot take the revolution
for itself and lead it, and the lranian
proletariat and the masses want to
take it but do not know how fo do so.

(Annual Conference) confirms the
process - first. expressed in the
sacking of the previous general
secretary, S. Weighell, last vear,
The Conference voted for a series
of Left and militant resolutions,
including for strike action against
government’s attacks on'the Railway
industry, for unilateral nuclear dis~
armament and affiliation to CND,
for ‘withdrawal from any future
talks on productivity, and against
any form of ‘wage freeze', As with
the sacking of Weighelt, these im~
portant changes of policy by the
NUR Conference, express the crisis
and disintegration of the bureau-
cratic apparatus of the Trade
Unions, It is an expression of the
fact that all the old policies of
conciliation with capitalism - and
the NUR was a leader in this field
~-no longer have any validity in
circumstances where the capitalist
system has nothing left o give.

This weakening-of the bureau—
cratic apparatus allows the pressure
at the base of the Union to express
itself, The Conference, of course,
is a very limited form of expression
since 77 delegates represent around
180,000 workers. The fact that such
a - highly bureaucratic structure
allows the expression of even
limited anti-capitalist sentiments
and policies means that the present
historic stage - above all, the
favourable world balance of forces
- does not allow the Trade Union
bureaucracy to act as a firm support
for capitalism. A vivid example of
the crisis in the Trade Union appa~
ratus - was seen in the fact that Len
Murray, of the TUC, attacked the
idea of strike action against That~
cher the day after the Conference
had voted for just such a form of
action.. Murray attacked the senti~
ments of Arthur Scargill, but the
NUR Conference that had invited

has in lran, but it is necessary to
incorporate within it the strengih
which it has in the worid. As soon
as a little movement has developed
in lran, then this strength which
comes from the world, will increase
by a million times its influence
within fran. The lranian population
has already seen the relation beiween
the intemal process and the world,
has seen and feels it. 1t cannot work
even with this conclusion, because
it has no Party, no instruments, nor
the Trade Union. But this now is the
intention of the iranian masses.

Another means of the progress of

the Iranian revolution is that it is
not the religious sectors who are
advancing. They have now met with
a barrier. A decomposition is now
coming in the religious summit. it is
going as far as Allah, and it is going
to go and to say to all these corrupt
elements who govern, ‘Out of herel’

The decision of thé NUR 1983 hum fo speak agreed with Scargill. Union

This is the extent of the crisis in
all this Trade Union apparatys.

In the standing ovation given to
Ray Buckton, general secretary of
ASLEF, and the formation of a
federation between the NUR and
ASLEF, we can see the effects of
the militant strike of the ASLEF
workers last year. The instance
which caused the sacking of Weigh—~
ell may well have been the ‘fiddling’
of the NUR/Labour Party votes.

- But the underlying reason was his

attitude of refusing to support the
ASLEF strike. The latter was the
straw that broke the camel's back,
The Federation is limited at the
moment to the tops’. But it re-
ﬂectsthe;aspiration. of the base
and will find an organic expression
there in the very near future, Even
this very limited move towards the
unity of the Railway Unions is a
triumph  of anti-capitalist spirit
over bureaucraric divisions, It forms
part of the preparations by the
working ~class to confront the
Thatcher government in the next
period.

If the Conference’s position on
the ‘witch hunt’ on the Left in the
Labour Party was ambiguous, it was
some improvement over the previous
position of supporting expulsions
and attacks on the Labour Left,
What is unambiguous is that the
NUR is no longer a pillar of the
Labour Right wing.

Weighell was the apex of a
pyramid of a structure based on
Conciliation. This pyramid is now
beginning to crumble. The opposi—
to Parker (Railboard) of the Confer—

‘ence expressed this, There is no

fonger any room for conciliation,

In this respect, the decision to
bring local Union representation
directly under the control of the

not only through the interest of India
of making a front against Pakistan
and China, but also because within
India there is a very important move~
ment which wants to go forward. Part
of this movement is the Indian Com-
munist Party which - controls two
important regions in Kerala and
Bengal; and the Indian Communist
Party is to the Left of the Chinese,
a leadership which was before
‘neither China nor the Soviets’, but
is now ‘neither China nor...we will
see’,

It is necessary to count on the
intensification of the internal strug~
gle in the religious apparatus.

J. POSADAS
To be continued

THE NUR CAN ADVANCE MUCH
MORE POLITICALLY AND SOCIALLY

is a first tentative step
towards a genuine democracy in the
Union. It is a small decision, not
very well publicised, but a heavy
blow at the apparatus of concilia—
tion  with capitalism. ‘

The Conference decisions give a
base on which the Trade Union Left
has to build, Already the refusal
to participate in the dumping of
nuclear ‘waste’ at sea is an ad-
vance. The Left now has to push
for an advance of democracy, in its

truest sense: the creation of the' .

means for discussion and exchange/
of ideas. The fact is that, in front
of the attacks of the Thatchér
government on the Rail service, in
front of the ‘Serpell report, the
Trade Union apparatus is unable to
survive without some intervention
of the workers themselves, The

apparatus is never likely to mobi-~
lise the workers, but it will find
it more and more difficuit to resist
such mobilisations, A good example
of the attitude of the bureaucracy is
over this year’s wage claim, It was
not incorrect to have decided tfo
Concentrate the struggle against
‘Serpell” and not on a wage claim.
The experience of the Steel Workers
shows how much a struggle on
wages can be a diversion from the ;
struggle to confront the government,
However, the acceptance .of less
than 4 per cent was decided at the
top without any reference to the .
workers at the base. Clearly, the
extension of democracy in an orga~
nised form is urgent. The decisions
for a Federation with the other Rail
Unions, for a more direct local
Trade Union representation and for
a ‘campaign against Serpell’, pro—
vide the possibility of campaigning
for workers' committees at depots
and work—places, with the right of
‘instant recall of representatives,
a permanent life of discussion and
, Turn to page 4

CORRECTION

L.ast issue RF (No 335), page 2, middle column 3, should read:
‘Huo Gusfeng is counter—revolutionary when he calls upon the
German bourgeoisie and Yankee imperialism to impede the develop-
ment of the Soviets’. '

capitalist system. 23 7 83 ‘
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RESOLUTION ON THE BRIT!SH
ELECTIONS

ln these condrtrons the process of
cv/rrsrs :in. the Socialist and social-
democratic. leaderships, although far
from being decisive because the
world balance of forces is determined
by the. Workers: States, is going to
continue to_ sharpen and to spread.
This is why the programme adopted
by. the British. Labour Party is so
important. On the question of dis—
armament, for example, it is well fo
the Left of many Communist parties,
the ltahan Communrst Party included.

However, the loss of votes for
Labour is not the inevitable conse~
quence of having adopted a programme
that confronts capitalism in important
aspects. This is a very important
conclusion to discuss in the Socialist
and Communist movement. I is true
that when large Socialist or social-
democratic parties, pressurised by
the world process and the concrefe
conditions of the crisis of the capi-
talist system, advance towards more
Left programmes, they inevifably lose
a part of the social base that they
used to have, who supported the pre~
vious policies and programme. [n
other words, bourgeois sectors leave.
But this does not signify that the
Partyrjhas to suffer -an electorai
defeat. When the result is an electo~
ral defeat, it is because the changes
have not been sufficient and the
leadership has not conducted the
necessary actrvrty in the working
class. o increase its social weight.
At the same time, it is a fact that it
is not through elections: that the
social and pohtrcal process takes
:nlace anyway :

sed the elecioral result in Britain
thus;. ‘Labour’s .defeat is the result
of the failure of the bourgeois leader~
ship of the Party which wanted to
perpetuate a. bourgeois leadership
with working class support. - The
workers have not voted Labour, and
neither has an important sector of the
formerly Labour petit bourgeoisie.
The Liberal votes were not from the
working class or from the poor petit
bourgeoisie but from capitalism,
~which undergoes a shift to the Lib-
erals. Sectors in Scotland, Wales
and ire!and have voted Liberal.
The conduct of the working class in
recent strikes has to be noted. These
strikes did not come from rmportant
sectors, but from rather margrnal
ones. As a whole, the working class
has not mtervened This may have
affected the outcome by failing to
draw a sector of the petit bourgeoisie
towards Labour. However, there have
been no important desertions of the
working class regarding Labour’.

1t was for this reason that the Labour
Party, later, changed and had to
yield. The old leadership of Calla~
ghan had to go. The working class
continued to seek the means through
which to change the Labour Party but
it did not have the instruments to in-
fluence in a constant way. The Left
represented by Foot managed to get
into the leadership, but it had to con~
front afterwards the apparatus of the
Party which is still greatly dominated
by the Right and by the Trade Union
bureaucracy whose leadership is
bourgeois. This is to say, in Britain
there is a whole Trade Union and
political structure organised to im~
pede the intervention of the working

a4

;vented from being ‘heard

ciass. It is a structure formed in the

‘days of British rmperrahsm. When

fhmgs reach the stage of someore

present”‘taﬁ'our programme it is
because thrs apparatus can no longer
determing or impose. At the same
time, there is still the absence of a
pre'pared leadership ready to develop
the Left as a central force. This,
however, is in formation. Foot and
kBerm have already expressed the fact
that conditions are politically and

socially mature for the continuation

and strengthening of the anti-
capifalist Left in Britain.

The wortking class have been
unanimous in concentrating them-
selves in the Labour Party. The
votes cast for the Liberals are not
from the working class. One has to
discuss why the Labour Parly failed
to altract these sectors of the pelit
bourgeoisie and others, when it had a
leadership closer to the population

-and a programme opposed to the

capitalist system.

The essential reason for this is
that the working class has been pre—
! in - the
elections and, above all, the Trade
Union leadership adopted an attitude
of conciliation and complicity with
Thatcher. ‘The Trade Union leader—
ships  impeded the development of
struggles and boycotted every strike
and mobilisation. This stopped
the working class from‘weighing in
the rest of the country and, on top
of this, the Trade Union leaderships
had  opposed the changes in the
Labour Party. They may have been
against Callaghan for Trade Union
reasons in the pasi, but today they
did not support the Left either
They saw that Foot was taking

“initiatives that stimuiated the inter=
!n 1979 Comrade Posadas anaiy«

vention of people, and this scared the
Trade Union bureaucracy to death.
In the very midst of the electoral
campaign, the president of the TUC
Chappel declared his support for an
SDP candidate. He was not con-
demned by the rest of the Trade Union
leadership who had pretended they
supported Foet. ‘In these conditions,
the working class could net attract
people, it could not give the petit
bourgeoisie a ‘sense of political or
social ‘security.  This was the
essential reason why. the Labour
Party could not triumph in spite of

having its present Left programme.

it is not a defeat for the proletariat.

The proletariat is
going to intervene to impel the Parly
Leftwards and, at the same time, to
break up the obstacles that impede it
intervening more.  Among such ob~
stacles there is the present Trade
Union leaderships who are accom-
plices of Thaicher. The working
class is going to develop through
social struggles an understanding in
the population of the significance of
the vobbery these elections were,
What then is this democracy? It is
robbery! ~ The Party which lost
600 thousand votes ends up with
58 more MPs! It obtained 42.4% of
the votes, but gets 61% of the Parlia~
mentary representation! The Liberals
who won three million votes obtained
only six more seats! This experience
will not be lost on sectors of the petit
bourgeoisie, who will he involved in
ever greater struggles against capi-
talism. This is going to be expressed

later and will have quite an effect- ‘

The British petit bourgeoisie cannot
be measured by the votes it did not

‘with

cast for Labour, but through such as
the Peace Movement, the Greenham
Common Women, the Ecologists -
who obtained 1% of the voles, passing”
from 30 thousand in 1979 to 300
thousand! -~ Besides, the Ecologists
acquired all these votes on the basis
of a programme of ‘Britain out of

‘NATOY; clearly this movement is
‘going to weigh in the Labour Party.

It will have a lot of importance, as
the ‘Greens’ of’ Germany.

The world process is favourable
to the struggle of the masses. 1tis
going to neip the Leftwards trend in
Labour, stimulate the peace struggles
and the struggles of the workers’
movement, and strengthen the resis—
tance to Thatcher. ‘She is looking to
concentrate power in the hands of a
small team to be more free to decide.
This is part of the preparations for
war of the capitalist system, but, at
the same time, the Conservative
Party is far from being unanimous.
When the ex-Foreign Minister Pym
comes out openly to criticise Thatch~
er for being authoritarian, it is
because a sector of the big bourge~
oisie disagrees with her policies.
This sector sees that there is no
perspective in confronting the wor-
kers’ movement or the Workers States,
because it makes them depend on the
Yankees. There is going to be an
increase of these dissidences in the
bourgeoisie. -

The crisis of capitalism is going
to -necessitate more unemp‘loyment,‘,
less social services, and a retreat on
a good many conquests previously
made by the masses.
capitalism like Thatcher who have a
certain resoluteness can only manage
to impose themselves transitorily,
because they will have to adapt later
to the-world: situation- that prevents

them from carrying out their plans. :

Thatcherosauruses or the Strausses
of this world are types who
correspond to fascism, The fact that
these people are:in govermnment but
do not manage to put through one per
cent of what fascism did push through
in their: time, shows the immense
weakness. of capitalism.  In this
stage, capitalism tends irrevocably
towards fascist forms; and so these
people arise. But the content of what
they can do can no longer be the
same, . There are twenly Workers
States and the world revolutionary
process is.in continuous advance.
Laws such:as those Thatcher herself
pushes through in Britain will only
serve to show what sort of thing
capitalism is presently. If capitalism
had strength and ability, it would
have imposed direct measures against
the masses. The force they still have
left is the weakness of the Labour
Left which has not been capable of
putting up an opposition or de-
nouncing  the electoral fraud.

It is necessary to intervene in
the discussion in Britain, raising all
these problems. The Labour Left
must be helped to draw conclusions
from these elections. There are
sectors which can be affected more
deeply than those of Foot and Benn.
The latter represent a Left which was
formed in a previous stage, in com-
petition with the old bourgeocis
leadership of Labour, but it does not
represent the depth of the maturing
proceeding - in the British masses,
workers and intellectual vanguard.

The working class is going to
stimulate the Labour Parly in the
process of breaking the Trade Union

-working

Sectors of -

‘the Left in the Labour Party.

bureaucracy and bourgeois leadership
that dominates the Unions. The’
Labour Left will be drawn into sup~
‘porting tms process and this will

provide a much more solid base for
“changes ‘in the (Labour) Party. The
“Left of Foot and Benn was formed in
the Labour apparatus itself, and this~

is why it has no ability of decision
when it comes ‘to confronting the

capitalist system and its laws. This

is why it reither supports nor bases
itself on the mobilisations of the
class in the political
struggle. -~ In the same way, they
submit to the conditions dictated by
the capitalist rule of the country.
This is why they kept pretty silent
in front of not only the boundary
changes reforms of Thatcher, but also
in front of the imperialist war in the
Malvinas; or in relation to the im~
perialist military occupation - of
ireland. None of these things has
been dealt with except with am-
biguous and weak positions. The fact
that they accept the monarchy as a
permanent fact of life shows this.
Labour has not the necessary capa-

city to influence and mobilise pre-
cisely, because it has not confronted
capitalism on these grounds. At the
moment, “capitalism is locking to
enact laws of a kind to impede or
hinder the possibility of more Socia~
list or social~democratic parties ri~
sing into governments through elec—
tions. 1t wants this all'the more so
after the experiences of. France,
Greece, Spain or Sweden. It looked
to these laws in a previous period,
and it is not going to drop the idea
now. However, such measures are
weak, and these laws only show that

direct repression of the masses can't

be done in the way capitalism would
like, in the way it plans to. do. At
the same time, of course, such laws
protect the capitalist apparatus and
impose some measures in its favour.

The defeat signified by the loss,
by Thatcher, of 600 thousand votes
is going to have its effect later on.
It is not Parliamentary marontres
that determine the life of Britain,but
the masses, the working class, and
the petit bourgeoisie, who are con- 4
structing superior
those that existed previously, in order
to be able to continue to intervene.
Amongst these instruments there is
In re~
lation to this it is necessary to call
on Benn and Foot, on the Labour
Left, on the workers' movement, and
on: the Peace and Ecoiogy move—f

ments for a campargn agamst the
dayhght robbery srgmfred by these
British elections. There is no need
to accept the verdict of the elections
as being ‘democratrc * It has been a
fraud, and it is necessary to call for
the  non-recognition, the non-
acceptance of this government and
Parliament as representahves of the
country. There must be mobilisations
against any measure favouring capi-
talism put through as a consequerce;
any measure altacking the population.

There is no doubt that Thatcher will.
not fail to attempt this through this

invented Parliament. This has to be

discussed, and it will mﬂuence the‘ =

petit bourgeoisie.

Trre experience  of the  British
elections is important for all Europe,
It has not strengthened the capitalist
system, and ali the problems Thatcher
wanted to push under the carpet by
calling an early election - in the
name of British imperialism ~ are
going to re~surface with a vengeance.
In particular, there is going to be the
resistance of the working class and
masses, who do not feel in any way
defeated. Thatcher will not find the
necessary support for a much greater
retreat in democratic rights, not even
in her own Party. :

In-the coming stage, the discuss~
fons and Leftward changes are going

to deepen still more in the Labour
Party. This is to say, it will move
further towards an  anti-capitalist
programme and a Marxist understand-
ing of the process of history. This is
true, even though immediately and in
this apparatus, the departure of Foot
allows cerfain sectors closer to the
Right wing to step.in. However, this
is not-going to be decisive. . it is
only transitory. The _movements of
the Left have been strengthened, not
via elections but through the strugg~
les such as the Peace and Ecology
ones. This is  going to develop
further still. "~ Fundamentally, the
attitude of the working class will be
one of resistance and intervention
against the Trade Union leadership

and the Conservative” government.

instruments  to The -influence of the world is going

to help the breaking up of bureay—
cratic apparatus and sharpen the
general crisis of the capitalist system

- it will increase the influence and
authority of the Workers States (the
Soviet Union
Britain.

in particu!ar)within
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at

the same time, the conditions exist

for joint organisations of
workers with the masses
the Rail services to fight

Railway
who use
govern—

ment’s ‘cuts’ and fo prepare the

ground for workers’ and popular
control- of  this.. nationalised
industry.
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The visit of Gerry Adams, a
leader of Sinn Fein ' to Britain for
a’ meeting -of lLabour MPs, is a
Symptom of the objective need for
an organic "and conscious “united
front of the British and irish mass—
©s to finish both with the capita—

prevents the development of bothy
countries. This is still not con—
" sciously expressed by leadership
either in "the Labour Party or in
Sinn Fein, but the visit anticipates
changes to come. lreland

is intervening in Britain, and the
Labour Left ‘must intervene much
more ‘towards lreland.

it is'a measure of the weakness
insufficiency and class collabora~
tion of ‘the existing leaderships In
the Trade Unions and the Labour
Party that the lrish problem is stilt
largely evaded and,  for ‘example
in the last General Election, was
hardly referred to.  This is still
“part’ of the ‘lack of an adequate
formation of the Labour Left and
the tendency to go-along with par—
tial conciliation with imperialism.
But the Irish issue is going to
" welgh much more In Britain because
there™ is - a process  developing,
even if limited, in both the Labout
Left and Sinn Fein and the IRA
The presence of the Young L.iberals
at the meeting with Adams is an
example ot the effect of the strug—
gle ‘of the Irish masses on sectors
of bourgeois ‘and ‘petit’ bourgeois
youth, who see the - imbecihty of
‘pression by British lmperialism.

It Is quite. scandalous that the
Lapour Party and - Unions “do not

formers are allowed to say anything
. with no jury present, leading to the
imprisonment of ‘large ‘numbers of
peoplei—~ithe shooting of people by
the RUC -and ‘the ‘army as they
see fit. It is necessary 1o denourice
these crimes in class terms, that is,
British imperialism has no solution

list and partition system which

the barparic  policies of “the re=

deveiop a . massive  campaign
i the “miserable” farce of
supergrass trials,~ whereby i

THE ADVANCE OF SINN FEIN
AND THE LABOUR LEFT

to the lIrish problem except more
repression. Any struggle against
the fraudulent ‘election® of the
Thatcher government must be linked
to the denunciation of imperialist
repression in Northern lreland and
the posing of a programme both for
the unification of Ireland and for a

federation of both countries on a

Socialist. basiss

I't is a limitation of Sinn Fein
not to use the possibility of a seat
in the British Parliament, If Adams

were 1o intervene consistently in |

Westminster in-an élevated way it
could have powerful repercussions
in the Labour Party and be a power—
ful ‘blow " at British imperialism,
which Is terrified of any serious
discussion even in Parliaments
Parliament is not going to solve
the  ‘lrish situation’, but it is a
means - of  gaining - attention and

influencing widely, To do otherwise |

THE DESCUSS!ON GF MARXIST BDEAS IS A

Is to'continue on a line imperialism
is interested in continuing —
‘Britain is Britain® and ‘Ireland ‘is
Ireland’s - But there is only one
way for the unification of ireland

andSocialism “in hoth countries,,

and that is the objective unification
of struggles in  both countries.
Adams is right to attack the pro—

Imperialist sectors in the Labour
Party ' leadership, but that is not
the whole story; when eight and a
half ‘million people -in Britain vote.

for a Socialist programme that is a
gain for Socialism and an elevation
in the quality of the Labour Party
which:
cussions later on.

T,‘he‘ Left should develop a much:
more. definite position in. relation.

to- the-armed forces of . impe
10 obvfous
troops were noi over;oyed to f:ght
‘inithe Malvinas war, and they can—

“not-be keen to dct as an. army. of

occupation - in. the Norths ' The

Labour Party should direct attention

10 this problem, if there is a pro—

gramme against -the use of nuclear

weapons “there ‘should also be one

aimed at the British troops engaged.
o Turn to page 4

CONTENTS «
Page 1. Editorial Ireland
- Page 2, lran: J, Posadas
~Page 3, The Craxi Govt; Chad
~Page 4, Permanent Revolution,
J. Posadas;

DEMONSTRATION AGAINST MISSILES IN NEW YORK

is going to have reper—

. were fa:lures,

- Workers of the world, unite!

Monthiy organ of the

REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS PARTY

BRITISH SECTION OF THE POSADIST

337. FRIDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 1983

EDiTOR!AL

NECESSITY FOR CHANGES
IN THE LABOUR PARTY AND TRADE UNIONS

Whatever the exact details,

“the Incident with the Korean

Alrlines aircraft in Soviet air

space, is a provocation against
 the Soviet Union by a sector of

Yankee imperialism. - It is

—another desperate act designed

to draw together the disintegra—

ting elements of Yankee im-
perialism and world capitalism.
It is the latest inia‘long Adine of ..
-such provocations, and it will

be a fallure as all the others
/ because this
seclor of Yankee  imperialism

- - most determined on war — has

no social support. . It is are—
action to a series of refreats by
Reagan: notably in lifting the
embargo on the Soviet gas pipe—
line to Europe, and American
safes of wheat fo the Soviet

Union. These retreats are them—

selves expressions of the fotal
and final crisis of the capitalist
system

All the d:cktatorships
with which Yankee imperialism
hoped fo stem the tide of human
progress ~ in Chile, Pakistan,
Israel, Uruguay and the  Phili~
ppines — are in a state of total
collapse. ~ Dictatorships, like
that of “Pinochet in - Chile,
yesterday apparently solid, are
faged  with wholescale mobili—.
sations, not just of the masses

-but of large stratas of the

A large part of
those now opposing Pinochet
are  precisely - those  sectors
that supported him, and Yankee
imperialism, in the overthrow of
Allende. The system of private
property is rotting away, and
that rot has reached the highest
stratas when people like Giscard
d’Estaing, Ford, Callaghan
and Schmidt, meet in the United
States to denounce the policies
of Reagan as a disaster for the
capitalist system. [t is a rot
that will not be stopped by
provocations against the Soviet
{nion such as that of the Korean
Airliner. indeed, they only
accelerate the process..

FOR WORLD

bourgeoisie.

A CENTRE
PROGRESS.

perialism. -

What really decides the total
crisis of the capitalist system,
over and above s own inherent
contradictions, is the existence.
and.advance of the Soviet Union.
Demonstrably,  the
Soviet leadership is not pre-—

‘pared to give an inch, in the

system against system Ccoh—
frontation, to - Yankee - im-

it puts - forward -~ proposals '~
like the moratorium on military
activity in-space; like the pro-
posal to limit nuclear arms -
that atiract the masses of the
world, including stratas of the
bourgeoisie. - This strategy of
the - Soviet leadership = also
helps stimulate the movement
of ‘the 'masses in the United
States.  When a march, like the
recent one in Washington {mo-—
bilising -around half -a milkion
people)  produces - a foreign
policy document condemning
the reactionary role of Yankee
imperialism in the world, it has
gone beyond a simple movement
of protest. It is a response to
the world process of advance
which seeks a centre and it is
more and more urgent that the
Soviet Union intervenes towards
the masses of the Umted States
politically.

The Soviet Union is in-
creasingly seen for what it is
the centre for world progress.
The statement by Arthur Scar—
gill (general secretary, Mational
Union of Mineworkers ) in Moscow
-~ that Reagan and Thatcher
represent war and the Soviet
Union represents peace - is an
expression of this fact. The
statement of Scargill is signi-—
ficant because it was made in
Moscow. . It is also an ex—
pression of the weight of the
forces for progress in Britain.
it came ‘at  a moment when
Basnett, and 10 a lesser extent
Murray, were proposing to openly
conciliate -~ with the Thatcher
governinent. They are prepared
to negotiate with the most re—
actionary bourgeois government
that this country has seen. The
class position taken in Moscow

At the same - time; -
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by Scargill and the statement

-of Basnett show just how deep

the rift in this apparatus fis.
1t shows an apparatus that has
reached the end of the road, and
this apparatus is about all that
capitalism has left to rest on.
The ‘role of the wade unions
and how to. deal with the trade
union ~apparatus ~needs 1o be
dfscussed ‘ona tharxist  basis.

AN  ANTI-CAPITALIST
OFFENSIVE

The statement of Scargill
in ldoscow is also an indication
of . the forces for pragress on
the move . in this country. The
current crisis in the Liberal
Party is part of the same pro-
cess. When the leader of the
‘Steel, threatens to
resign — and goes into hiding —
immediately after a considerable
electoral advance, it is not
because the Young Liberals
have been ‘entered’ by ‘leftists’
but ‘because the masses who
voted  Liberal voted = against
the  policies - of  capitalism.
Above all, against the war pre—
parations of British imperialism
The ‘Alliance’ leadership were
able to hold the base in check
during the electoral campaign,
but. the Liberal base is now
re—-asserting . its position of
opposition to the war plans of
imperialism. The Liberal Party
is. linked to the bourgeocisie,
at all levels, but the majority
of its support has either com—
pletely lost faith in any per—
spective for the capitalist
system or. is actively opposed
to it. This crisis of the Liberal
Party emphasises just what a
fraud the electoral v:ctory of
Thatcher was.

This Liberal base, together
with the ‘peace movement’ with
which it is linked, are part of
the force prepared for an anti—
capitalist offensive. They are
forces which the Labour Party
could have gained if it had been
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THE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS IN IRAN AND THE
CRISIS OF THE RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP

The apparatus in the leadership
can last for a long time, but it is
never going to be able to sustain
itself. It cannot do so
because it does not correspond fo
the necessity of the development of
human history ~ of all countries and
not just one particular country. The
apparatus is an occasional structure
to solve immediate problems - even
if years pass — and, in the case of
lran, it is not going to last wmuch
longer, The apparatus has never
served to develop any country or any
people. The development of the
population is made with economic,
social and intellectual development,

In lran it is necessary to consider
that the strength which the Right
appears to have - that is the Funda~
mentalists - is the strength of the
apparatus and not social strength.
This strength of the apparatus has
some correspondence with the neces—
sity of the country through the desire
of the bourgecisie to maintain itself
in power against imperialism. But
this bourgeois layer cannot develop
the country, because it does not have
the means, the ideas, nor the pro~
gramme. It has an interest restricted
to itself and does not meet the
necessity of the social development
of the population, the practical ex~
perience of the population, and, much
less, the necessity that in order to
live, lran has tfo advance towards
Socialism, otherwise lran stays
stagnated.

The Iranian population has. an
idea of what this present religious
leadership represents. This . is
not organised or developed in the
form of programme and policy, but
yes, it is installed in the conscious~
ness of the people. What it is neces-
sary to under fine of the process of
Iran is not that the programme of the
Left, and the Workers State, in
Iran has still not been won, Butitis
necessary to understand, on the other
hand, that the Right has not got its
way. It is the bourgeoisie which has
the power, but they have not been
able to impose on the masses, and
Allah has fo pay attention fo the
march of the revolution.

The Right and the Centre allied
to the Right has no force or perspec—
Besides the problems which
exist in Iran,there is the external re—
lation. In what country is it possible
to find the support of the Islamic
But the Left, the

tive.

Right? None!
intellectuals ~ even the intellectual

‘been present.

type (Deng Xiaoping). But Stalin
and China and lraq are a triangle
incapable of supporting anything.
The calculation which Hussein
made was to rely on the internal
conflicts in Iran, plus the threat of
a reactionary sector of the lranian
army ~ the army has still not been
completely purged - Yankee press-
ure and the discontent of the
Iranian population. All this was
the basis on which the invasion
was o be successfully organised.
They believed that they could make
a ‘blitz’ and then retreal, but
they had to retreat without the
expecled effect,

This war which Iraq began
against Iran is the effort by the
leading layer of lraq to defend
itself from the revolutionary pro-
cess. Itis a war against the pro~
gress of the revolution. Iran res—
ponds to it in a local, nationalist
form, because it does not have
a leadership which corresponds to
the-necessity of the process of the
revelution, otherwise it would have
finished the war some time ago, with
the defeat of Sadan Hussein and
}he advance of the revolution in
1aq.

The march of the process in lran
must be taken as a very elevated
phase of the process, a very mature
phase of the revolution; and it is
the lack of leadership which allows
the counter~revolution to operate.
Part of the strength which Irag has,
lies in lran, partly in the Iranian
army. lrag counts upon this, fore~
saw it, and hoped o promote a coup
in Iran from this situation, but now
it has gone badly. The Iranian
ammy cannot continue in this way,
but has to be changed, and all the
plan which we proposed at the
beginning of this process of the

revolution in the army continues
to be correct (i.e. in the first parts
of the article, RF 336) The war
of lraq against lran is going to end
with the opposite of what Sadat
Hussein intended. In place of the
smashing of the revolutiop, it Is
going to be an impulse to the revo-
lution.- Hussein believed in a war
just between them, lraq and lran,
but the world revolution has also
Hussein etc. be~
lieved that everything was going to
end early and the Soviets have
shown them that the situation does
not end here, nor in the way that
Hussein expected. The war area
is lran, but it is a region that lies
within the world and everything
weighs on lran.

The military forces of lrag were
not prepared for the objective of
Sadan Hussein because he had no

bourgeois — see the world relation of
forces and feel that the possible and
necessary alliance in order to pro~
gress has to be with the Soviet Union. (oo p " ctitied: and the popula=
They feel that the USSR has the 4, tgué beat lragi a‘ggr%spsion.
objective interest for the development This is 3 base which is going to
of lran, while no other country has develop political relations within
this interest. The Iranian population lran and also in lrag (see ‘The
is experimenting with life, the under~ Conflict between Iraq and Iran and
standing and the political develop~ the necessity of its Unification
ment. The Right and the Ceitre of for Progress’s J. Posadas, 24-29
the religious movement are maintained September 1980).  The Islamic
as an apparatus and not because they Righ§ has the ”“;e" but ':h‘;as o‘“:‘
have the confidence of the population. and less power, because pop

social justification for what he did,
while Iran, which had not organised
important military forces, was

lation advances in undegstaading
The calculation that the Iraqi and the USSR advances in influence
within lran. Another element of
influence in lran is Afghanistan
which is now stabilised. All those
who speak of the ‘resistance of the
guerrillas’ say nothing now because
there are only two or three who are
in the mountains, and without any
importance in the life of the coun—

leadership made in invading Iran
was to combine with the Right and
Centre of lran and Bakhtiar, The
invasion was pushed forward by the
_ Right in Iraq to deliver a blow to
appropriate lranian territories, and
also to affirm within its own
country a policy of the Chigese
—

try. Of all the apparent resources
to shoot down Soviet planes, to
kill entire batfalions. there is no
evidence, no photographs, nothing.
It appears that the dead have
escaped.

THE NECESSITY OF THE PRO-
GRAMME AND THE LEADERSHIP
TO DEVELOP IRAN.

The fundamental problem in lran
is the development which a leader~
ship must make. The previous
leadership which depended on the
Tudeh Party (Communist) was not
genuinely representative of the
historic, programmatic and political
understanding of lran. Hence the
Communists have been very shaken.
If the Tudeh Party had had a good
programme and 2 good political
life, therq would be no force in the
world capable of destroying it. Hs
strength would not have been only
lran but the world relation of forces
favourable to them. But, through
its ertors, it has been very shaken.

The strength of all the parties is
necessary not only for numbers,
but through the theoretical and
political ability which has to be
acquired to form the leadership.

The process develops through the .
necessity of theoretical and poli~~

tical interpretation. Theoretically
there is the interpretation, and
politically this provides the leader~
ship and programme. The Tudeh
Party has heen remote from this
necessity., The Communist mili-
tants have been very resolute and
many have been assassinated, just
as during the war thousands of
Communists fell in defence of the
USSR, and they were resclute but
did not have the possibility of the
political leadership. But now in
lran, the present USSR is not that
of the epoch of Stalin; without
being from the epoch of Lenin and
Trotsky, it is not against Trotsky.

Iran cannot develop as a capi~
talist country. The population has
seen that in very backward situa-
tions economically and soclally,
countries like Albania have been
able to develop and progress,
because they have been structured
on the base of Socialism. The
internal political relation is not
developed, but what determines
Albania is its economic and social
structure, which is the Workers
State. The Iranian population sees
this progress and sees that whoever
maintains and supports this pro-
gress is the USSR, It is the first
time that the masses of the world
have seen this Soviet Union; before
they saw it with Stalin in manoeuvre

and in agreement with capitalism.
Now there is no more dividing up
with capitalism; now the USSR
intervenes on all sides so as to
say, ‘Here 1| am’, without making
great demonstrations of strength.
Carler protests a little, but after-
wards goes.

The relation of forces is clearly
favourable to the Workers States
and to the revolution. Now it isno
longer the situation in which the
masses of every country look at the
United States to see the things
that they cannot do. Now it is the
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ture of the Workers State is not put
into question. But, in France or
any other capitalist country, the
structure is in question; in this
case the capitalist leadership.

In Iran it is not a question of
making a capitalist country

but how to structure

the economy and the experience of

the population. The intellectual

and worker, religious and Commun~

ist Left vanguard, has already seen
that from the capitalist point of
view there is no possibility of
development. Iran does not have
the ability to confront the compe-
tition of the world market. Inter-
nally it cannot do so because the
relation with the world market
determines the cost of production
and the price. Thus, production on
the capitalist plane would be too
expensive and without any possi—
bility of development, But there
can be development even if some~
what expensive,if it is made through
the activity of the population;
producing food, developing trans—
port, schools, hospitals and hous~

ing. This can be done even at
double the cost of capitalist
countries.

The wealth which before was in
the hands of the capitalists ~ to
increase the quantity of capital for
re~investment ~ would now go to
the population. The difference
would be that the mass of capital
destined to compete with the others
would not be necessary. The Wor~

kers State still competes from the
point of view of price, but not with
the accumulation of capital because
the capital of the Workers State is
essentially the population. Deve-
loping and resolving the necess-—
ities of the population is the basis

‘of the authority of the new lranian

leadership, and the masses are
going to see and support it.

Instead of making a plan for
heavy industry which the Soviet
Unlon can supply, plans should be
made for the construction of houses,
roads, hospitals —~ a plan of pro-
duction of machinery to support the
agrarian reform, and a plan of food
supplies with the Soviet Union for
the exchange of products, [ran
offering gas, petroleum or surplus
agricultural products,

The movements in lran do not in
the majority take into account the
opinion of pecple, the maturing
which is being made. They all
speak of the masses of lran as if
they were waiting, or as though
women . were being beaten and
pushed aside. The women are not
going away, they may be beaten but
they go on intervening.

The first duty of every revolution
or of the revolutionary process is
to win the confidence of the popu~
lation. For this, it is necessary
to make a plan of production accor-
ding to the needs of the population.
It must be a plan which develops
a relation of progress between the
ieadership and the masses. There
is no accumulation of capital in

United States which must see what Iran to be able to compete on the

it cannot do.
forces is not because the USSR
has more arms, but because socially
it Is superior.

This relation of world market, and thus what must

determine in every plan is satisfy~
ing the needs of the population.

While the inter~ The sectors which have to compete

capitalist crisis weakens immensely on the world market, as with petrol-

capitalism, the internal crisis in eum and steel partly, should
the Workers States does not weaken certainly produce efficiently

these countries because the struc~ order to compete.
PRINTED BY THE RUSSELL PRESS LTD. NOTTINGHAM (TU)

J. POSADAS

It is necessary to develop
agriciilture through modern techno~
logy, and to make an alliance
between the small proprietors: a
form of ‘kolkhoz’ to develop ag~
rarian production. This would run
the risk, though very minimal, of
developing an agrarian sector,
which could acguire the intention
of becoming capitalist. But this
cannot be impeded, save through
social development, including the
development of the proletariat on
the land.

It is necessary to re-animate
the process towards the political
and Trade Union functioning; that
is, alliance of workers and peasants
on the basis of a programme of
development both of the peasantry
and of the petit bourgeoisie, of the
student movement so that it is
educated in this process. Ina
country with a peasant weight like
fran, and where the proletariat does
not have a great concentration,
it is the student sector which has
great concentration. In a poor
country with wealth concentrated
in a few hands, the student move~
ment has a constant propensity
towards the Left because the

- activity of the student gives him a

knowledge of the world, The
student does not work as the son
of a rich or well-off peasant, but
as one working with an acquired
consciousness.  In Afghanistan
this can be seen, as with a series
of students who are the sons of the
landowners and support the govern—~
ment of Karmal, and support all
the progress made.

It is necessary to realise that
we are in the first phase of the
Iranian revolution and that it cannot
advance much because it does not
have a previously formed, but a
Muslim leadership. This leader—
ship of Khomeini has not been able
o submit the revolutionary process
to Allah, but has had to give wings
to Allah so that he can-fly-over
the economic and social process.
Otherwise nobody would have
believed in Allah and would have
sent him to down the tubes.

The -most important aspect of
lran is not the religious but the
social one. 1t is not possible to
compare it with Saudi Arabia
because the latter is a feudal state.
A measure of Saudi Arahia is that
it has to import bread. This is the
result of the inability, inertia,
brutality of this robber layer which
has the state power. This layer
lives hecause imperialism gives it
support, otherwise it would have
fallen.  Soon internal problems
are going to arise through the in~
fluence of Algeria and of Iran:
there are already signs of this.

The object of the Islamic Right
in Iran cannot be achieved. They
want to contain the revolutionary
process with the power of the
religious apparatus. This is not
possible because world relations
are intelligent and based on social
necessities, which are not Muslim
or Catholic nor evangelical re~
guirements. It is a question of
social solutions and needs oriented
to the masses, and afterwards there
is religion. For the masses,
religion is submitted to political
necessity.

Saudi Arabia is no example for
the religious sectors of the Right.
There a thousand people dominate
everything, saying that they are
all princes with the eternal power

Turn to page 4




THE CRAXI GOVERNMENT AND THE
DISORGANISATION OF ITALIAN CAPITALISM

The appointment of Craxi as
Premier of Haly is a mark of the
stupidity and disintegration of
ltalian capitalism, Here we have
a situation which begins in farce
and can only gather momentum in
this direction, Craxi is notorious
for the high pomposity of his per—
formances, and as he struts across
the historic stage ~ or so he thinks
- we can expect to see him fall
off the platform, Why do we say
this? - Because there is no serious
basis for the pretentions of this
wretched person from opera buffa.
His assuming a leadership in
government is the measure of the
changes that are necessary in the
policy of the Communist Party,
which in the elections showed
itself as the centre of concentra-
tion of all the most progressive
forces in the country.

The elections were a major
defeat of the parties of the bourge~
oisie, and the shattering defeat of
the Christian Democracy is a par—
ticular blow at Yankee imperialism
which works behind the Right of the
Christian democracy, It is the
defeats registered on the principle
party of the Right and the insuffi-
ency of the leadership of the Com~-
munist Party which has aliowed
the preposterous gnome Craxi to
assume the Premiership.  The
votes for the Cliristian Democracy
fell by 6%, the Communists were
approximately stable, the Socialists
gained little, An unusual element
in this election was the fact that
almost five million people ab-
stained and 2.3 million cast blank
of spollt papers,which is a record
for post-war ltaly,

rejection of capitalism and, in part

also, dissatisfaction with the
failure of the lalian Communist
‘Party to respond to the need for a
Socialist solution,

-THE ~SECOND GOVERNMENT.

Craxi has made a line in anti-
Communism and support for Yankee
imperialism. The unreality of his
position its  pseudo~bonapartist
character balancing among the
bourgeoisie without a real base
of its own  partly corresponds in
its cynicism to the ‘second govern—

ment' which weighs increasingly
in aly, Thus the last period has
seen the interventions of a second
government in the augmentation of
political killings through the forces
of the Mafia and the Camorra, The
Mafia, in particular, is no longer
simply an international criminal
organisation with the highest
social links, but an organisation
whose political character is a form
of substitution for the fascist

for them.

taly. Al this
phenomenon represents a profound

forces that capitalism cannot de~
velop. This organisation eliminates
sectors  of the administrative
apparatus  itself, as with the
Public Prosecutor in Sicily;pfus
the Communist Mayor of Palermo
and the killing of Calvi in Britain.
The more the usual channels of
capitalism fall apart, the more
this second govemment operates
and, in part, the void of Craxi
corresponds to the growing weight
of these forces which cormespond
to the failure of the Christian
Democracy to contain the masses.
Yankee imperialism, with its base
in Sicily, has to resort more and
more to these methods because
all else is failing,

All the capitalist 'governments’
bear a common aspect of unreality
and incompetence,  The Craxi
government is' a jumble of the
various bousgeois factions and the
one which determines is the Chris~
tian Democracy which, behind
Craxi, endeavours to continue a
line of confronting the masses.
Craxi is the creature of all this.
A¥ the same time, big business has
had to come out directly into the
political arena which is the worse
Thus, Visentini, now
Minister of Finance, represents
Olivetti, and Goria is another
business ruffian formerly of the
Fanfani government, Big business
thus shows ifs lack of confidence
in its Party ‘front’, and when big
business is so unsure of itself a3
to be represented directly in
government, that is the measure of
the debility of the whole capitalist
syslem..

In his ‘first’ government Craxi
has further distinguished himself
as a star performer ~ the Socialists
had to settle for only five of twenly
seats, whereas in the previous
cabinet they held eight. Craxi is

not the beginning of something new,
rather he is to be associated with
the decrepitude of those sectors
belonging to the ancient social
democratic line of collaborating
to the bitter end with capitalism,
and anything to keep out the Com—
munists. At the same time that
Craxi is unencumbered with any—
thing at all resembling Socialism,
he is also bereft of any ideas

whatsoever to help capita!i?rg.
e

line of trying to eliminate indexa—
tion, reducing the social gains of
the masses won in a previous
period, and imposing the Cruise
missiles, is the continuation of all
the old line of the Christian Demo~
cracy, but in a more difficult situa~
tion than before, Inevitably,

Craxi is going to meet opposition
within his own Party which is
bound to grow, because many of the
principle cities are governed by
Communist-Socialist coalitions -
such as Rome, Milan, Turin, Genoa
and Venice. This contradiction
shows that Craxi is a representa—
tive of a particularly closed
apparatus and does not represent
the masses who voted Socialist.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY I§ THE
PARTY OF THE FUTURE OF
ITALY.

The instrument for social change
in italy is the Communist Parly,
s success in the election is
indubitable, completely confound-
ing the bourgeoisie - and the
leaders of the Communist Parly
itself who were moaning about a
Rightist wind. At the same time,
the Italian Communist Party has
the massive allegiance of the
ltalian proletariat, but it lacks a
real anti~capitalist programme:
its line tends te be that of a
reforming party which in govern—
ment proposes te ‘clean up corrup-
tion’, Although the most powerful
Communist Party outside the Soviet
Union, the Parly has not weighed
with sufficient force in the anti~
nuclear missiles campaign. There
is the additional problem of a
Trade Union leadership in the CGIL
with people like Lama who is more
reformist than Communist, and
this weighs on the Parly’s inter—
vention, although the Parly
through Berlinguer - is intervening

against this leadership.  The
Communist Party conferences show
quite clearly that there is a large
sector of apparatus  funclionaries
with their own interesis who are
a weight in the Party and this,
combined with the low level of
political life, hinders the better
functioning of the Communist Parly.
Ultimately this goes back to the
period of Stalin and Togliai
whose ‘polycentrism’, one of the
consequences of Stalidism, opened
the gates to euro~communism and
a lower level of political function~
ing and life, Thus the line of the
Communist Party has changed from
the ‘historic compromise’ to the
‘democratic  aliernative’ without
any discussion or explanation.

-

The  historic origins of the
Hfalian Communist Party and the
interventions of the Soviet Union
are, however, the factors which
decide the function of the Comm—

unist Party. The Parly is obliged |

to confront capitalism and will be
obliged to confront ils conserva-
tive apparatus.

OUT WITH IMPERIALIST TROOPS
FROM LEBANON!

FOR A SOCIALIST LEBANON!

T

The sending of French troops
into Chad, the crudest form of
imperialist intervention, has to be
placed in the context of the final
settlement of accounts between
the forces of progress and the
forces of counter--revolution in
the world. It has been made under
maximum pressure of Yankee im—
perialism, but French imperialism
does not have the same objectives.
All this characterises the course
of the present process, one where
Yankee imperialism has to impose
ite will on unwilling allies, and
ultimately this promotes a deteri—
oration within the imperialist war
alliance. French imperialism does
not wish to liquidate Ghadalii, as
it is expanding trade there and It
wishes lo contain the intervention
of Yankee imperialism working
through Z aire.

The objective. of the war, for the
Yanks, is not Chad but the attempt
to augment forces fto liquidate
Ghadaffi on the justification that
he is a source of ‘disturbance’s
Chad itself is the victim of the
‘balkanisation’ of Africa carried
out in the nineteenth century when
the = imperiaiist powers grabbed
whatever they could and, according
to their needs, let Africa rot it it
did not contribute to the objectives
of imperialism, Thus, Chad is a
country of immense - poverty and
backwardness, and when French
imperialism talks of its historic
links with Chad these links are
those of poverty maintained in the
bast by French imperialism.

The two political rivals, Habre
and Goukouni originate from tribal
differences; but Habre was more
willing to be used as a weapon of
Yankee imperialism against social
progress. Chad, like many countries
of Africa, not only faces the ob—
jective problems of poverty, lack
of industrial and agricultural
development, but the complications
of tribalism which, again, imperia—
lism utilised and developed — as,
for example, British imperialism
used the old tribal structure in
Nigeria, Uganda and Zimbabwe —
and has left a whole legacy of
problems for countries advancing
to Workers States and Socialism
8 who do not possess parties pre—

pared for the process,

Through the war in Chad,Yankee
imperialism is trying to provoke the
fali of Ghadaffi, hoping to use
forces in Egypt, Israel, Sudan and
Saudi Arabia. It is part of the same
policy which seeks to coniain the
revoiution in central America and
tries to develop the ‘independence®
of some regions in India. Libya
is a permanent menace to imperia—
lism, not so much because it is
ajding Goukouni in Chad but
because Libya has expropriated
imperialism and tries to develop
an economy Wwhich corresponds
more to the needs of the masses.
Inevitably it is linked to the Soviet
Union, whose expropriation of the

expropriators  is. & permanent
example for the progress of
humanity,

Throughout the whole of the
Middle East Yankee imperialism
is trying to organise its war pre—
parations against the Workers
- States,

It has organise¢ fsrael as

The Chad crisis and
the weakness of imperialism

its base, and attempted to use the
fears of Hussein of Jordan, Assad
of Syria, to develop an offensive
through Lebanon, like the nazis,
to flatien opposition. All this
has failed, even with Assad trying
to intimidate developments within
the PLO, because the resistance
to  Gemayal increases inside
Lebanon with the formation of the
front around Jumblatt, Moreover,
the internal opposition in Israel
has been much extended, Thus the
process in Chad is all part of the
attempts by imperialism to regulate
a process which it cannot control.
Although the Soviet fleet makes
clear the Soviet attitude on these
issues and the Soviets now control
directly the missiles in Syria, the
Yanks hope to use the lack of
organised left forces in the Arab
and adfacent countries to contain
and overthrow Ghadatfi.

The intervention of French
imperialism Is going to accentuate
the problems for the re--organisation
of the left forces in France. Mitt~
erand has conceded to the Yanks
as part of his chronic fear of
assocjating with the Workers States
and the French Communist Party
in particular must develop a cam—
paign on this and not remain sub—
mitted to the adaptationism to the
Mitterand government, hoping to

slip through this phase without
too  much difficulty.

The process in Chad finds other
equivalents in Africa. For example,
while capitalism tries to invent
non:=existent crises for the Polish
Workers State, fifty people were
blown up in Angola as a result of
a mine laid by the ‘Unita’ forces
dependent on South Africa. The
press in Britain and the other
Sources of misinformation, such
as television, make no or little
reference to thiss A war is being
waged ‘against Angola and Mozam—
bique, and the independence of
Namibia is being blocked ~ all
part of the ‘forward strategy’ of
Yankee imperialism.

There can be no success for
Yankee imperialism, The Chad
problem will not be resolved in
their favour - because there is
no historic basis for such a solu-
tione All their closest allies in
the region are in crises of dis—
integration.  Sudan, for example,
has made no progress under Nimeiri
and Egypt is a seething mountain
of social discontent. Libya uses
its 0il revenues for the benefit of
the population, but In Cairo
blocks of flats fall down because
the rich speculators do as they
likes Sadat was liquidated, but
the people he represents still
thrive on and exploit the masses.
The process in Chad poses many
issues, but there is only one solu—
tion for the country -~ its incor—
poration into a Socialist federation
of African states linked to the
Maghreb and the- Middle East
This is a perspective which has
to be proposed by the Workers
States.
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which comes from Allah. All this.

is 1o create 2 ‘leading  caste.
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are com-
pletely backward, and also Egypt.
The latter cannot last much longer
as a branch of Yankee imperialism.
History shows that no branch of
impetialism has been able {o main-
tain ifself. But all the branches
of “the Soviet' Union have won,
because they have. become Workers
States, while Egypt is allied 1o
imperialism and cannot be more.
than it is.

In two  years: of revolution
fundamentalist * power has- fallen,
but the Left is advancing. The
needs of lran are not solved by
fundamentalism - but by economic,
social and cultural progress which
includes the intervention of women
in social life. [ranian women have
‘made a very. important but incon=
sistent struggle.  This lack of
consistency is not because they
do not want it but because the
ieadership of the men has nol been
consistent and they, in tum, have
fiot been able to be so because the
fundamentalist  leadership  has
impeded it ‘

Women “are very imporlant in
Iran. They have a social weight
and a very great political and social
authority. This is not because the
revolution has ' provided - it - but
because they have won it.  The
lranian women, together with the
Left  Muslims and the  workers’
movement, are 2 force who feel
that. the Soviet Union . is behind
them, and they also feel it is in
front of them. ~ This .example ‘is
nol only behind in order to impel
but in front so as to show the way.
The combative and political acti~
vist women still does not exist but

is - How preparing o erupt into .

%he‘ Isfamic world.

Much more backward relations
than those imposed on women in
fran were the relations of the Latin
~ American Church with the popula-
tion. Now there are various coun-
tries in which the Church officially
fakes sides with the revolution -
iike Brasil, Nicaragua, El Salvador.
These 'do not say it only as adap~
tation in order o wWin believers,
but because they are convinced
that only with the revolution is
there progress. They speak with
rifle in hand like E. Cardenal,
(Nicaragua priest who is a Minister
in the government) saying ‘It is
necessary to use the rifle because
God alene is not enough’.

It is not only in the backv{ard
countries that this is occurnng.
Recently in capitalist Germany,
in a meeting of the leaders of the
Catholic Church, they disputed

the programme of the Pope and were

‘against his attitudes in Germany.

They also declared that the foreign
workers who have stayed more than
two years in Germany must have the

same political rights as the German
worker.  God has said nothing
about this, but all the Bishops
and priests have to declare their
position, and in this way, Besides,
they have gone against Strauss.
‘He is an assassin, is no use; and
we call on the Catholics to be
against Strauss’.  They have de~
clared -that, although they are
Catholic with clerical functions,

- they can and must have political

responsibility and be able to give
opinions that ‘we are in agreement
with a movement which mobilises
for a superior society’.

If there are all these changes
and the Pope cannot attack Poland
- if he speaks against Poland all
the Catholic Poles would be
against him ~ how is lran not geing
fo change? In lran we see already
the beginning of the decomposition
and disintegration of Islamic power.
and an important influence in this
process is Algeria which is Muslim,
Socialist and Marxist. s leaders,
who call themselves Muslim, have
said this. They have statified all
the most important aspects of the
economy. In Iran, Algeria influen—
ces a great deal, and it is now
acting as a wmediator with the
Yanks - a counfry which in 1965
was submitted to the French and

has now progressed on the revolu~
tionary path. The process in lran.
is one that transcends Iran, but
decides throughout the - world.

The fall of fundamentalist power
is not only through the situation in
Iran but through the
world process. The concession of
the Yanks in paying for the hos—
tages is not only through weakness
but is going to be aimed to'stimu-
late the capitalist sector within
iran. Hence they provide money.
It is not a manoeuvre of Carier
for his electoral future only, but to
provide security to the capitalists
in ‘lran, to resolve their problems
and so they do not depend so much

on the Soviet Union.

The world relation ‘of forces
“determines thal the Soviel Unien
must have an interest in maintaining
fran within the field of its in~
fluence, - If the USSR sustains
Cuba, which is quite distant and
which. costs it a great deal, it is
going 1o do the same with lran.
Cuba costs the USSR a very great
deal, but it is also very good for
the USSR - not through economic
aid hut through the revolutionary
influence in Latin America and in

the world. ~ ,  ppsapas
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Editorial  trom pegel

seen to be prepared to lead an
‘anti-capitalist offensive.
This Liberal base is qaestioning
the result of the general elec—
tion. The Labour left has fto
take this fact imto account,
and openly denounce the elec-
tion as a fraud, and, on this
basis, stimulate an anti-
capitalist offensive.

it is. not a uguestion of
agitation, although  agitation
against the electoral fraud is
necessary, but a question of
discussion and the development
of ideas. To denounce the
efection as a fraud brings into
question the electoral perspec—
tive and this ‘parliamentary
road to Socialism’., It is a dis—

cussion that leads to the Mar—
xist conclusion that bourgeois
‘democracy is only ~one form of
“bowrgeois dictatorship  and
that the movement cannot be
submitted to such a dictator—
$hip. The forces for progress
exist but the leadership does
not, and the leadership s
developed in the process of a
political life, of discussion.
No doubt a more elevated inter—
vention from the Soviet Union
is a key, but the Labour left
and the left in the trade unions
has to open itself to the Soviet
Union, as to some extent
Scargill has opened himself
to be influenced by the Soviet
{nion.

The world balance of forces
is favourable to the advance of
Socialisin and applies equally

to this country. The main reason
that  the -capitalist system, in
the form of the Thatcher govern-
ment, can continue its offensive
against the masses, is the lack
of a leadership in the movement.
The development of such a
leadership - — conselous and
consistent -~ depends on the
elevation of ideas and discus-
sion, not only amongst the
Labour left or in the Labour
Party but in the trade unions,
the ‘peace movement’, and
amongst the base of the Liberal
Party. In other words, in all
those sectors of society that
seek the progress of humanity
and who are now on.the move.

3.4.83

The ascent of the permanent revolution and the
uneven and combined process

The ones with voices, those

who decide in history, are neither
Reagan nor Haig, none of them,
Those who decide ‘are the masses
and the Workers States, whether
it's Breznev or some. one else.
The USSR determines the course
of history and is the chestaut' (™)
(Giscard - d’Estaing’ smiles at
Breznev and ‘is photographed. at
the side of Breznev), They are
the “ones who do'this, It is the
Soviets who say, ‘We are not going
to allow anything disadvantageous
to us or retreat’, and Giscard says,
Well, "let us seek agreement, we
must discuss, . discusss:  The
Chinese helieved they were the
axis of history bwcause they were
a pendulum going from one side to
the other, History has no need of
this Chinese leadership, but it
needs the Soviets; and history
judges the Soviets not through the
Ibureaucratic - apparatus  and- by
bureaucratic relations, but because
they are the ones who have to impel
history. 1n order to advance they
thave to change history. They have
their pockets full of progress and
they cannol let it  stay there.
They have to go with progress,
Stalin went with reaction, with the
counter~revolution, because pro-
lgress  clashed with the bureau-
cratic apparatus.. But the bureay-
cratic apparatus which still remains

in .the USSR has. to go towards
progress or it dies.

Six books have come out on the
Soviet Union each one showing
that the Soviets eat without peeling
things. These people do not under—
stand anything, and  humanity
judges the Workers Sfate, seeing
it in Vietnam and beating the
Americans. . The world supported
Vietnam, not in everything, but
supported it; and the pressure of
the world and the effect on the
United States was both military

and social, Without this social
pressure on: the leading layers of

the United States, they would have
engaged in an adventure. It is the
social pressure of the world which
stopped the Yanks and the contra~
dictions with the Chinese, but also
there was Mao Tse Tung. Mao’
would never have made this policy
which these people are making now
(i.e. Deng Xaio Ping).

The North American bourgeoisie
have no points of support, It is
enough to see that they resolve
problems as in the old stage of
india and Cambodia. A President
annoys a leading layer, which is
not a great layer -~ about 25% -
and they kill him, This can be
done as-in the films -and for a
pericd. . The: Yanks continue re~
ceiving defeats, defeats, From the

‘Bay of -Pigs to the assassination

of Kennedy, from the threat of
destroying the USSR to.the killing
of Reagan — and though they may
not have -killed him he is already
dead. In South Korea, they resolve
these problems in this way, but not
in North Korea. ‘ North
Korea is.a front for the Soviels-
If the Chinese had their way, it
would -have been liquidated some
time ago.

The world is now no longer led
by the capitalist system. The
world is led by the need for the
construction of Socialism. 1t is

- still not directed by Socialism but

by this very advanced necessity,
and the Soviets provide the leader~
ship, Neither our old fossilised
comrades nor capitalism have ever
seen -2 process - of  permanent
revolurion. They thought that the
revolution was already past. ‘They
are opinions of Trotsky, an ip=
telligent - person...but now it is
another stage’; but it is the most
beautiful ~ process of history,
uneven and combined,

We are not large in number and
do not grow in sufficient number,

i PORADAS

but we grow in authority immensely,
The USSR does not grow directly
as the USSR in EI Salvador and in
Nicaragua. But E! Salvador and
Nicaragua, in order to advance,
have to grow like the USSR but in a
better way and without clashing
with the Soviets. There is no

Stalin that can liguidate people.
The Soviets have to shake hands
and support them. In the process
of aneven and combined develop-
ment the process is more: combined
and- less uneven . Historically. and
‘scientifically, it is an uneven and
combined process. But the previous -
fevels - originated from a  great
backwardness of the country in all .
aspects (ie. ‘the USSR), with a
small team taking power.  Now it -
is the whole people which takes
power and the conditions are now
posed for a social elevation, a
social understanding .and capacity -
which overcomes all the necessities
of momentary poverty, economic and
social (i.e. not cultural), but as
soon- as - the masses succeed in
having a certain power culture js
installed  immediately! = The
elevation  of human sentiment is
expressed in this, not in the ego-
ism-of private property, the senti-
ment of possession, including the
life, the family, to eat, to sleep.
‘A son has to go fo fight'.
Senor a they will kil him'. - But
the mother also goes to the fight,
The revolution elevates the level
and grade of culfure. ~This is
culture, and the system of private
property is not culture. But every—
thing “which  elevates the  human
relation and the knowledge of life
is the essential base of culture
which allows the ‘development in
science, and developed science is
one of the most essential bases
of arle ~
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in the war in Ireland which has no
solution within the framework of
capitalisme

Both Britain and lreland are in
the Common Markets There Is an
inevitable process towards econo-
mic unification even in the structure
of capitalisme  From the point of
view of Socialism, what is neces—
sary Is a Socialist federation

throughout Europe, Including the
Workers States. [t is logical that
the tendency towards the integra—
tion of Britain and lreland should
be given a Socialist characters

Britain and Ireland would be . Inte—
gral in- a Socialist Federation of
Europe. The Labour Party has an
anti—capitalist  programme .. and
8inn - Fein refects ‘exploitation of
man by man®, speaks of the Banks

and. key industries being  under
public control, and forms of co—
operatives for the land, = There
exist all the bases for a united
front of the |Irish and British
masses. It is the leadership with
sufficient vision that Is lacking.
The lack of perspective uniting
lreland and Britaln In a Socialist
Federation facilitates the fears and

insularity  of sectors In Northern
lreland who simply see everything
in terms of ‘Ireland® or the ‘United
Kingdom?®,

When a sector from the United
States visits Northern Ireland, as
they have just done, they show the
world - support - against British
imperialisme We appeal for con—
ferences and meetings of the Irish
and the British Trade Unions, the
workers® parties of both couniries,
to  discuss common programmes
and policies on the basis of mass
campaigns and struggles against
the repression- of - British -im—
perialism.
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Editorial
The struggle against the war
‘preparations of imperialism and for
‘social transformations, creates the

conditions for a new left
leadership in Britain

The efforts of North: American impenallsm to ‘frame’ the Soviet
| Union over the Korean plane incident have failed utterly. - The
Soviet:leadership remained secure in its actions in the defence of
the Soviet Workers State whilst imperialism has emerged as hysteri—
cal, adventuristic and totally perverted throughout the whole affair.
| Since the incident American and British imperialist leaders from
Reagan and Bush - to Thatcher. have augmented the crude violence
of their -attacks on the Soviet Union but Such attacks serve only to
dlsplay their historic impotence and the. class motives of all that

they do.. British imperialism has maintained the barbaric repression i

of Northern freland. They sunk the Belgrano solely with the ob—

Jective of extending the war over the Malvinas. They connive with ;
wars of repression against the people of Nicaragua, Angola, Mozam- ;
i-crashed into the sea of Japan 'is

blque and Zimbabwe, and for such creatures to Speak about the
Soviet repression of ‘the individual’ is ludicrous and seen as such
more :and more, not only by the masses of the world but by larger
and larger sectors of the bourgeocisie and petit bourgeoisie. The
net result of the Boeing incident has been that the imperialist
sectors like the American ruling caste and the Thatcher cligues
are even more beleaguered than before. The crisis in Lebanon
where the tables have been turned on imperialism in spite of all

the massacres by the Zionists and their alltes, is the true measure |

of the historic weakness of camtai:sm compared with the Workers
States. , i ;

5t

The Conservative government w:ll continue its attacks on the
British. masses only through the connivance of the trade union
leaders. It has no other means of lmposmg its will and a coherent
policy is totally absent. The ‘talks’ with Tebitt are a complete
capitulation and do not correspond to the reality of the world and
national situation. As we arque elsewhere it is a ‘leadership’ in

process of .abandoning its role because there do not exist any‘

further ‘possibilities for such a reformist leadership.  The pre—
occupation with the role of Scargill by all the ‘public opinion’ of
capitalism is because capitalism sees the beginning of a new vepire
\in ‘the trade unions linked to the Workers States and with class
positions against capitalism. The wagmg of the class struggle in

-Britain means the eventual destruction of all the trade umon appa~
ratuses who represent capltahsm in the workers’ movement. As
Cde Posadas analysed the struggle to smash this bureaucracy is

the revolution in Britain.  The recent miners’ intervention in York— |

shire is in depth not simply an example of combativity, it is an
|intervention to impel new forces in the union against those leaders
who do not correspond to what is required. Turn to page g
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THE CRASH OF THE KOREAN AIRHNER IS AN-
ASSASSENATHON BY HMPEREALIﬁM IN THE

COURSE OF THE PREPARATION OF THE WAR

DECLARAT!ON OF THE INTERNATlONAL SECRETAR!AT 6.9. 83
THE POSADIST v lNTERNATlONAL

The incident of the Boeing which

entirely the responsibility of Yankee
imperialism, - It"is a premeditated
mass assassination by imperialism
using -a flight ‘of passengers for

“military ends over Soviet territory,

and. also the campaign Wwhich was
launched against ‘the Soviet Union
in case the Soviets shot down the
plane was. premeditated, . It forms

part of ‘the activity which: imperia~

lism.is organising, aimed to prepare
and accelerate the conditions. so as
to launch the war and also to try to

diminish the influence and  the
authority ~of the . Soviet  Union
throughout the worlds. - These .are

the means it uses to prepare and
fustify itself in front of the world
bourgeoisie and petit. bourgeoisie,
above all-those of the United States,
to- unify. them -behind :the warlike
actions  of & fait accompli, = The
shooting down of the: plane by the
Soviets. s a legitimate defence  of
the Workers States

The USSR decided on a de—
tensive action in .:front of the
counter—revolutionary’ step  of im-
perialism, and did not want to kil
the 269 passengers.::What. has: to
be condemned is the use which
imperialisim has made of these
people, whether for an act of
espionage or to make a provocation
against the USSR — in both cases
as part of its sinister plans for the
preparation of the war. . The soclal
regime of the Workers State, through
which the Soviet Union is organised,
harmonhises with the defence and
the enrichment of life in the USSR
and the world, and not with the
elimination of life.  Thus it is the
Soviet Union which is the principle
sustaining force in the existence

sand permanence of’the Nicaragua
the,

revolution, together . with
Nrcaraguan masses,  and it has
saved more ‘than a hundred thousand

People, the number former{y assass—
inated by the Somoza regime susiai—
hed by the Yanks.. The USSR Is

measured in. this way by rmlhons
and mzlllons, to whom it gives life
in the world, and not by the 269
passengers whose deaths are en—
tirely . the responsibility .of North
American imperialism. . and - the
feverishness wu‘h which. it prepares
the wars

Hencé it is Incorrect to.consider
that the Soviets have exceeded
themselves .in their defence, as the
Italian Communists say in UNITAs
Firstly, because. the Soviets. tried
to divert and warn the plane; and,
secondly,. because  the Soviets are
most. conscious .and. responsible in
front of. the .intentions of imperia—
lism. .In the defence of the. Soviet
Union, it is not only the. simple
consideration of defending. one’s
country against an intruder which
is:in question, but the fact that in
the defence of the Soviet Union.is
understood the defence. of a cop—
Quest achieved by humanity which
[~ the centre for. its progress - to
Socialisms It is. thus that in-the
understanding and .action. of . the
Soviet pilots is the social historic
consciousness of the function of the
Saviet Uniom

This provocation of imperialism
will immediately turn against itself.
The farce organised by imperialism
has had- no transcendent value from
the beginning, because it has not
been an action accompanied by an
increase- in its - economic, social,
cultural - or: scientitic -capacity ‘—
which ‘is the terrain in ‘which the
Soviet' Union  and the Socialist
countries “influence. - Hence there
has been. no demonstration in the
world of condemnation. of the USSR
in-support of ‘the Yanks, no"inter—
vention - nor ~mobilisation  of the
massess  In Japan thirty thousand
paid people met: in- front ‘of the
Soviet Embassy, and nothing ‘more
happened '~ and even - the families
of the victims rejected any intention

of making a political use of tne
issue favourable to the Yanks.
Also, in the narrow circles of world
capitalism, this farce has had a
very brief innings. When Yankee
and Japanese imperialism made the
tarce of Pearl Hambour to lust:fy
the Yankee intervention in the
Second World War, the conditions
in history were d:fferent. with that

;event, the . Yankee -entry, into.the ... ...

conflict which was developing in
Europe zmmedzately followed, Now,
internally,  world capltallsm sees
the weakness of imperiatism to de-—
cide the war agamst the. Soviet
Union, ft sees that this Ieadership
which 1mpels all its energy for war
to sumulate and make. war: on sea,
land and a:r, which develops this
iype of provocation like the Jumbo,
is the same leadersmp which iS
obl:ged to retreat in Chad, whzch
cannot confront Cuba and Ntcaragua.
1t sees that, while the Yanks know
well that the Soviets have shot dowrn
the spy plane, instead of responding
and takmg some measure of military
reprisal, they have to make a tour
throughout the world with a piece
of  flight recording, saying that
the Soviets are. bad’ :

' This action of imperialism is
not going to help the unification of
world" capitalism, ‘faking = into’
account that the ‘choir of the farce
was not -homogeneous in the attack
on the Soviets, The most reaction—
ary sectors in favour of measures of
boycott, like the North “American
senator who proposed the ‘repudia—
tion of the wheat ‘contract between
the USA and USSR, were placed in
front of a reality determined by the
world relation of forces favourable
16 “the revolution. The same is
going to happen with the devious:
measures which:Reagan announced,
as - happened -with Carter and the
wheat boycott or with the Olympics
over Afghanistan, which failed com=
pletely. . This action of imperialism
is .going to boomerang against. its
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The policy of threats by Reagan
has no perspectives. It's like
some one who kicks about in. all
directions and, when he sees that

~the ball does not move, has to
change policy. The termination of
the wheat boycoit to the USSR
which Reagan made is one of the
nost complete defeats of Yankee
imperialism which has repercussions
outside . and inside the United
States. It has repercussions in the
‘rest of the capifalist countries,
which see that imperialism is
impotent in front of the USSR and
has to yield; while they see the
USSR intervening in Poland to
correct the existing bureaucratic
apparatus, and to correct itself.

The process of Poland, the
problems which it has, form part of
a dialectically necessary re~
structuring of the Yorkers States
which leads to progress. lnperia—
lism, on the other hand, seeks to
take hold of the problems of Poland,
to try to- make it retreat — as:do
the Trotskyists, the ex—~Troiskyists
plus the old Communists. Imperia—~
lism gives all these groups thou-
'sands and millions of dollars so
that they publish whole pages
against Poland, but they do not
copvince even the ants. This is
the function of these groups, but
we do the opposite: we wrile fo
develop the capacity, the con-
fidence, the security and the
organisational progress of the
Workers States and the Communist
Party, which is our own progress.
There is no comparison for our
attitude in history., 1t is a specific
attitude of history. A small group
works and acts to find the means
to help the construction of the
organs which are the bases for the
development of the anti-capitalist
struggle and to advance™to the
construction of Socialism. On this
road of the construction of Social~
ism, our activity forms a part. The
Workers States, in order fo develop
the construction of Socialism, need
to develop the explanation which
gives them the notion of the forces
which exist, allows them to under-
stand the nature of the -problens

and the foreseeing of the process.
What we are doing forms part of
The struggle ,

Sut the Communists, particularly
the Halians, lie over the process
of Poland. They tell lies, and itis
not that they are mistaken or are
bad journalists (this refers to those
who write in Unita over Poland),
but they just lie. They lie because
they fear the centralised process
of Communism. They conceive
Communism as the private affair of
each counlry, and afterwards every
one joins together with the other fo
discuss and reach an agreement.
This is not Communism. It is a
new association of powers based
on national interest, the private
interest of the sector which has
greater strength to exercise power.
But the stage in which we are living
is one of very great advance in the
conshruction of Communism, which
passes through the stage of Poland

of 1953, of Germany of 1953, of
Bulgaria, to a stage where the
objective is to impel in every
country:— in Poland in particular -
progress towards Socialist measures
Capitalism is against all - this
and supports itself on the dis-
appointment of the old revolu-
tionary, or of the type who never
was a revolutionary but simply

POLAND AND THE PROBLEMS OF THE J. POSADAS
REVOLUTION IN THE PRESENT STAGE.

participated whether Trotskyist or
not, and on a layer of the petit
bourgeoisie led by the Socialists
who -are opposed to this process.
The Communists do not explain
this, but we provide dialectical
explanations of the process which
give cultural and scientific
security

We are living through one of the
most beautiful phases of the history
of humanity where the triumph of
ideas is demonstrated, which is the
triumph of the necessity of Socia~
lism. = But capitalism shows its
impotence when the Yanks have
to resolve ‘We sell wheat to the
USSR, and when Haig has to go
around making apologies. 1t is the
assassin and the arrogant boss who
smash people and they say ‘I'm
somy’,

The situation in Poland has
nothing to do with the line of the
daily newspapers. They all say
lies. - Mone of them speaks of what
is in reality being discussed, but
give their opinion that ‘Suslov went
to Poland to contain, to step’; while
the result is that the workers of
the Party are intervenkng, not those
outside the Party; but in the Halian
CP they do not allow the workers
to intervene and, if there is a
Communist member - like Senator
Pasti {ex general head of the NATD
forces ) who gave a report attacking
NATO -~ they freat him as cynical
and lying. But Unita published
reports of the bourgeoisie whom
they present as ‘good thinkers!
So they °‘think’, but those who
oppose capitalism do not? They
do not -let the militants speak.
The trade union leadership - of
which part are Communists
now decide the assemblies. They
speak in the name of the assemblies
and they speak of a basis of support
incorporating in the leadership of
the union bourgeois layers, layers of
bourgeois origin, and petit bourge-
ois layers linked to the bourgeoisie.
It is necessary to discuss this.
They are discussing this:in Poland

.

- and without ruptures but, ‘on the

contrary, with an elevation of
Poland. 3But the ltalian Commu-
nists say not a world on this, and
thus they do not educate the Party.
It is a Party which has to follow
orders and there is no discussion.

How, where is there discussion

aver Poland in the Parly?

The capitalists have to base
themselves on the dead and to seek
injections which give them a little
life, i.e. the problems of Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and to demonstrate
their unrepresentative character
they write ‘He said to me’ because
someone else said that someone
told him that the Poles have the
intention of impeding democracy’.
This shows the weakness of capi~
talism, But the Soviets bring out
a_resolution which has an immense
historic level which is: ‘Poland is
Socialist, the USSR is Socialist,
we have an allience in defence of
Socialism and nothing affects this.’
The USSR helps countries which
are of capitalist origin to overthrow

capitalism. This now is a principle:

‘We are Socialist countries and in

consequence intervene in accor-
dance with the interests of Social-
ism; not of any particular interest,
but of Socialism’. The Workers
States intervene in other countries
Wwhich are not Socialist, which are
capitalist, to overthrow capivalism.
And without concealing it. Tapita~
lism has to put up with such a
situation, which shows that it is
in retreat and, although it may
remain in the same situation, it
refreats at the level of influencing
and dominion in history. 3But the
Workers States advance.

The Communist leaders do not
understand this process, hence
they want a Socialism of the
Italian type instead of ‘real Social-
ism'. ‘Real Socialism’ does not
exist. Certainly a society exists
in construction towards Socialism,
where humanity, as humanity, has
to learn and to live. Humanity,
and not only the leadership of the
Party, has to learn to construct
Socialism ~ nor is it a question of
just those countries which are the
Workers States. They do this
without difficulty, but they have io
do it at the same time as confron~
ting world capitalism which is
preparing for war. It is not a
society which has a model and is
guided by a plan of construction.
It is a society in construction, and
where also the governing class of
this society is in construction.

The International has to make
an activity which corresponds to
a number at least ten times greater
than we are. 3ut, at the same tine,
not only with greater number but we
need a greater maturity, a greater
intellectual rapidity than at present,
because events rush from one day
to- the next and are not simple
changes of number or form, but are
changes in the course of the pro-
cess, and at other times it is
necessary to intervene in processes
which are apparently contradictory
but have a dialectical continuity:
for example, fo: understand the
bureaucratic process in the Workers
States where the necessity to con~
front the capitalist system means
the bureaucracy’ has to correct
itself somewhat.  Poland is -an
aspect of this process. We are the
only ones that understand this and

explain, These are the funda—~
mental problems of this stage of
history, not strikes or elections in
the capitalist countries but the
process in the Workers States. The
elections in France, even being
important, do not change in any
way the course of history which. is
‘already outlined” as the singer
Labordeta would say.

This requires a greater under-
standing and maturity not to feel
hemmed in or small, but that what
we are doing is necessary and we
do it well - although we want to
do better to increase our weight in
history, our influence and capacily
of leadership and organisation in
history; and our dynamism, which is
one of the most imporlant eifects
of our influence. ~We orientatc in
the problems which decide the
course of history. It is necessary
te maintain this, improving the

thythn, the time and the capacitly,

It is necessary to intervene in
the Communist parties and the
Workers States, understanding that
these live a process of construction
of Socialism, which is absolutely
legitimate and necessary, the un-
conditional defence of the system
of the Socialist countries, whatever
the errors or the bureaucratic har-
barities which they commit (although
there cannot be any more important
bureaucratic error).  China could
commit such errors, but in China
there is a process of crisis. The
Workers States around the USSR
cannot commit the errors of China.
In the form those of China appear
to be errors, but basically this is
the form in which the bureaucratic
apparatus is expressed politically,
and the disappointment in the Com-
munist conception... ‘In China, a
nationalist layer developed,
had no solution in the bourgeois
class and then developed inthe
workers’ area with layers of Com~
munist origin,but was disappointed
through the course of and with the
lack of Marxist preparation, product
of the previous stage of Stalin.
There is no mystery about what is
happening in China; this is the
origin. Bul, even. so, the leaders
work with feet of lead, and cannot
impose what they want - which is
the historic retreat of China. It is

not that they have intentions of
returning to capitalism, but of using
the Workers State for a conception
of elites. Hence, they tried but
got nowhere. ~ There is not one
Workers State which followed them.
Albania broke away and then Yugo-
slavia distanced itself.
rest of the Workers States are in-
fluencing the world and have
secured one of the greatest pro~
gresses ~ which is to influence
the French Communist Party so that
it understands that the policy of the
USSR towards Giscard d‘Estaing
did not mean a support to him but
was convenient on a world scale.
This is one of the most complicated
matters which the French Sommu-
nist Party has had to accept, but
in laly the ICP does not accept
the policy of the USSR.

It is necessary to reiterate that
no Socialist country exists, but
there exist countries which are in
construction of Socialism. The
Communist and Socialist parties
and, above all, the Halian, speak
of ‘real Socialism’. This does not
exist. There is no Socialist country
-~ there are Workers States which
are transforming sociely (from the
economy to social relations) to
create the bases of the construction
of Socialism. Now is a phase in
the construction of Socialism, the
lower phase, not the lower phase
of Communism but of the con-
struction of Socialism. Hence it is
a Workers State and not 2 Socialist
country, not ‘real Socialism’ or
imaginary Socialism. It is a Workers
State which has a programmatic base
for the construction of Socialism;
that is to say, it is in construction.
And this construction is measured
not by one or other measure (this
is a base to compare the level of
development of the Workers State)
but it is assessed in the inter-

-vention of the country as a country

3ut the -
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within the state. The country as
3 siate: that is to say, the inter~
vention of the worker masses and
non-worker masses.  Sut. the
Communist parties speak only of
‘the working class of Poland’ - and
Poland cannot only be measured by
the working class but by the country
as a whole, because it is a Workers
State in which the working class
is the most genuine represent ative,
but not the only one.

‘Rea| authentic Socialism’ on the
Halian or Polish mode! does not
exist as Socialism is a universal
social relation for the economy,
society and the future. Thus, it is
necessary o measure that, in the
Workers States, there is no Social-
ism. How can there be Socialism
it there is still private property?
When the ICP appeals to this
Socialism, it -is because it shows
what type of Socialism it thinks of
constructing in Haly ~ which is,
to leave FIAT as it is. Workers
States are in existence now: that is,
a-stage of transition to Socialism
which, without having reached the
most advanced stage of this struc-.
ture, must now prepare for the final
settlement of accounts with the.
capitalist system. - These create
new problems, because the Workers
States have to dedicate a great part
of their budget and of production
to the preparation of war. But, at
the same time, they dedicate a
great part of their budget to scien-
titic and ~ space  investigation.

All this is what we have to
publicise, to reach the Zommunist
parties. The strikes of tha capi-
talist countries are very important,
but it is not the strike which de-
cides the course of history. If a
strike decides the course in Italy,
it is because the Workers States are
besieging capitalism. . It is the
Workers States who decide. The
strikes and elections are important
and it is necessary to intervene
and to support with everything the
trade unions and the Communist
parties, but it is not they who
decide the course of history. The
most elevated cultural understanding
of this stage of history is to under-
stand this conclusion - it is the
Workers States who decide the
course of history, not any Com-
munist Party or trade unions in Bri-
tain, Germany, Haly or France.
The struggle which these countries
develop is important and has a great
effect on the progress of the anti-
capitalist struggle and of the pro~
gress of the Workers States, but.
they do not decide the course of
history. On the contrary, these
trade unions and Communists and
Socialist parties of the centre and
of the left are the result of the
progress of the world relation of

forces favourable to the Workers

In the final settlement of
accounts, relations develop which
have never before occurred in his~
tory; nor could anyone foresee them,
neither ourselves nor our masters,
These new relations mean that, in
the final settlement of accounts,
capitalism has to show openly its
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In this act of war, the behaviour
of the USSR and that of the North
Americans have been clear for
humanity to see, The USSR appear—
ed secure and decided, and their
statement on the incident is very
important — above all where they
say that if the Yanks repeated this
performance they would do exactly
the same. But the Yanks and world
capitalism were frenetic and showed
themselves vacillating and weak.
They lost a plane which exercised
a counter—revolutionary function
and were not able to respond.
Hence a sector of imperialism after—
wards reported the existence of the
reconnaisance plane in such a way
as to diminish the character of the
shooting down made by the Soviets,
that js to say, ‘As we were spying,
the Soviet action is justified’s

The delay of the Soviets in
clarifying that they -had brought
down the plane does not arise from
any intention to conceal or mis—
inform. They waited because, in the
beginning, they had no idea of the
level of the provocation of imperia—
lism. - Immediately Andropov inter—
rupted his vacation and the Party
met, as the plane’s flight could have
been an action initiating the war,
if imperialism wanted to make a
test, it was able to confirm again
that the Soviets were not disposed
to any concessions This is not the
leadership of Stalin, which allowed
the nazis to advance (including
making agreements with Hitler); this
is a leadership which is preparing
to answer and defeat the war which
North ~ American imperialism s
preparings

- 0i8igs

As Cde Posadas analysed,
imperialism is preparing the war
without being able to determine the
moment, the form or the place. it
needs to stimulate and to live ‘in
the middle of a climate of war .and
in the middle of actions like the
South Korean plane incident, and
it does this as a means of being
able to launch the war. It has to do
this, because now it does not deter—
mine in the world and must confront
the opposition of the world masses
who are influenced by the progress
which the existence and progress of
the Socialist world means. The
Soviet Union integrates and identi—
fies -with everything which means
progress, whether it is political,
revolutionary, economic, cultural
or . scientific. imperialism must
confront the immense resistance of
the masses, which affects large
sectors of the petit bourgeoisie and
the European bourgeoisie against
the establishment of missiles in
Europe at the end of the year. It
must confront the opposition of all
Latin America and the world to the
military manoeuvres which it under—
takes in Central America, and the
counter—revolutionary - actions and

sabotage against Nicaragua, against .

Cuba, and against the revolutionary
movement in E1 Salvador. With this
type of farce which it has organised
and making use of the control of the
world: press, it seeks to overcome
these resistances: not of the masses
- with these it is in decisive con—
frontation — but that of sectors of
the bourgeoisie and petit bourge—
 The stupidity of the Yanks
leads” them to believe that it is
possible to do it simply with
a tape of a Soviet pilot .

‘ fhe plane flew for two and . a

half hours over Soviet air space

and was followed throughout its
course by the radar and an American
reconnaisance plane, to such a point
and with such efficacy as to be
able to register the conversation of
the Soviet pilots. Why did there
exist such a concern with this
plane? Why did they not warn the
USSR throughout this time that there
was a plane not on its course?
Evidently such an error served
another objective of espionage or
provocation, or the two things at
once. Technicians throughout the
world -assert the impossibility that
the automatic equipment of the plane
can have a breakdown leading
to ‘such a miscalculation in this
way, unless a diversion had
been programmed from the beginning.
The defensive action of the Soviets
is logical, seeing that all the move—
ments of this plane in Soviet terri—
tory led to the deduction that a
counter—revolutionary action was is
pbrocess, the level or form of which
could not be established,

The Yanks have developed a
whole series of factories which are
capable of combining civil and
military production or of civil pro—
duction which can be immediately
transformed into military production.
This is a way of combining econom-
ic utility with the need to prepare

the war, This is the case with
factories like Caterpillat The
Boeing firm manufactyres  both

passenger and military planes like
the AWACS and the RC35. It is not
by chance that the provocation was
organised with this type of plane
which could conceal its military
activity behind a normal civil air
tlight — or that would combine the
action of two planes: i.e. that of

the KAL and that of a reconnaisarice

piane, or that one (ise. the KAL)

would undertake both functionss
It is necessary to take into account
that in all this region the Soviets
have  important military bases
destined for defence against attacks
from the United States. '

This criterion of the defence of
the USSR by the Soviet pilots is
that which the world Communist
movement must adopt. It is not
possible to accept the doubts which
the lItalian Communist Party ex—
pressed, investigating and seeking
all the explanations on the event
in itselfs The action is a terrorist
act promoted by imperialism, another
of its innumerable assassinations.
But it is necessary to respond and
explain, by making the class con—
siderations and the comparison
between the social regimes. The
only base of the accusation comes
from imperialism, nor has the rest
of world capitalism the capacity to
confront the elements of accusation
faunched by the Yanks. The Soviet
Union does not have to answer this
accusation nor give explanations to
imperialisms, Imperjalism has no
authority to judge the yyssge The
North * American government, with
their support to the junta of assass—
ins of Ef Salvador, has assassinated
people equivalent to two hundred
fumbos like this. In Angola, Moza—
mbique, Ethiopia, Nicaragua, E}
Salvador, in the Middle East, in all
these countries who is the assassin
and what is the force which helps
human = progress and liberation?
The Yanks assassinate and develop
provocations like those in Central

America and the invasions of
Nicaragua. But the Soviet Union
defends, sustains, and impels the
progress of all these people, de—
veloping the economy, culture and

Editorial  trom pagel

i participated, but the

the social intervention of millions, -
These are the explanations which
the Soviet Union gives daily to the
world, They are the living historical
proofs, -millions of times superior
to the piece of tape with which
imperialism perpetrates this farce.

‘The Yanks with these actions
want to stimulate the preparations
of war, and they are going to seek
fo' repeat this by inc/z)ding the
Countries  ‘of Europe {once the
missiles are installed)s " This is the
feverishness with which it works
in this tinal stage of its existence,
Hence, it is utopian to think thajone
¢an control the action of NATO or
that even all Europe can weigh in
the decision -which the Yanks are
going to take. It is a small sector
which is preparing to taunch the war,
The feverishness and the desperg.
tion increases in front of the world
social reply .to imperialism, and
in the United States itself there
was ’the recent mobilisation of hailf
a million people on the anni versary
of Luther King. It was a mobilisgw
tion in . which not only  blacks,
, whites,
youth, women, who condemn . the
assassin = policy of the Yanks
throughout the world, The repression
of the pacifists in Germany. is one
of the consequences which world
capitalism wants to affirm on the
basis of these provocations, . but
they are going to fail, and the Pro—
cess will turn against. imperiatism,
It is necessary to extend the anti—
imperialist policy throughout the
world, against the establishment
of the missiles and for the process
of social transtormation of : the
countries, but it is necessary to
be based on the example, the
solidarity and the support of the
Soviet Union and the other Socialist
Countriess |\ S 6  September 1983,

The crisis of the parties linked to capitalism such as the $DP
and the Liberals develops without interruption as can be seen in
the last conferences of both parties. Imperialism has tried to
intervene saying the Labour Party is being marginailised, but the

The development of new struggles of the anti-nuclear movement
- which rejected the anti-Soviet campaign over the Korean airliner
- against the war preparations of imperialism, combined with the
need for social transformations, is providing new bases for the

impotence before the Workers States
and prepare feverishly for war,
But feverishness finds gbstacles
and internal resistances in the
United States - like the attempt
to -assassinate Reagan - and in
layers of capitalism who feel that
they are the ones who are going to
pay for the consequences of
the policy of the Yanks. These
sectors, for example, were against
the wheat boycott of the 'JSSR.
These two events ~ the bullets
which Reagan received and the re~
moval of the hoycott - show the
defeat of Reagan and the lack of
perspectives in his policy. It is
necessary to intervene on these
problems and aim at the Communist
parties . and the Workers Siates.

J. POSADAS
Note:

The trip of Suslov —~ as other Soviet
Communist leaders made previously
-~ Nas made with the obiective of
strengthening and increasing the
function of the Party .in. Poland.
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crisis of the SDP and the Liberals are examples, on' the contrary,
of the persistent disintegration of layers normally firmly fixed to
capitalism. Owen in the SDP augments the rift with the Liberals
by insistence on acceptance of Cruise missiles, while radical
sectors in the Liberals against the leadership supported the con—

ception of a united freland and rejected the imperialist line of non—
negotiation over the Malvinas. All this shows the possibility for
a finn Labour leadership to gain immense social support behind
an anti-capitalist policy on the basis of the struggle against the
reactionary apparatus in the trade unions and the development of a
party which lives the life of the masses,
IMPERIALISHM HAS NO HISTORIC INITIATIVE.

At the very moment when imperialism needs maximum concen—
tration against the Workers States, there is disorder on all sides.

Hitler, before he launched the war, liquidated alli manner of weak

sectors, whether in the party or the army. Imperialism as Cde
Posadas has argued does not have the means to conduct such a
purge. The escape of the IRA prisoners from the H—Biock points

to a high level of decomposition in the police apparatus there,

and this will find parallels in all the armed forces of imperialism
although it may not surface in so obvious a way. The fact that the
commander of the small British force to the Lebanon objected to
the situation in which he was placed points to the demoralisation
of the professional army of imperialism. The forces that are
developing in the trade unions and the Labour Party have to be
based on issues of principle — and the interventions of Scargill in
defending the Workers States and rejecting the respect for phoney
electoral results relate to matters of principle — by rejecting
capitalist notions of democracy for the conceptions of class
struggle, and by gaining confidence from the historic central role
of the Soviet Union and the other Workers States. The progress of

_Britain revolves around the Soviet Union, not the other way ajout.

This has to be related to a ditferent conception of the party and
the trade union which has to relate to all the daily concerns of the
masses, sustaining a life based on this and not a - life separated
and submitted to conceptions of progress only by parliament.
1t is necessary for the left to take initiatives to call meetings and

- discuss, to write and to publish and incorporate Marxism, Posadism
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THE FAILURE OF THE ANTI-ABORTION

The referendum in the Irish
Republic on: abortion has been a
complete fiasco. However, when a

issue in the progress of society
creates such a turmoil, it indicates
the depths of the crisis of the Irish
Republic. Those reactionary forces
~in Ireland, and outside in Britain

paigned to insert an anti-abortion
clause in the constitution, when
abortion is already illegal in the
frish Republic, did so in order to
rally reactionary forces in Ireland
and to divert attention from the
major issues. In the event, 47% of
the electorate showed that they
considered it not to be a major issue
by abstaining, and 18% voted
against. In other words, only 35%
of the electorate voted in favour.
It is indicative of the nature of the
Irish state that abortion is itlegal
under an Act of 1861 passed by the
Westminster parfiament and which
is still part of Irish law.

The turmoil of this referendum
campaign, with elements of the law,
medicine, the three major political
parties, the Catholic and Protestant
 Churches all at each others’ throats
is indicative of the crisis of capi-
talism in Ireland, as part of the
total and world crisis of the capi-

and the United States - that cam- .

REFEREN‘DUM IN IRELAND

talist system. The Irish Republic
cannot live by itself as a small
capitalist state, it is forced into a

referendum on what is not a central relationship with the other capitalist

countries through the Common Mar—
ket, and, in the nature of the capi~
talist system, it is crushed by them
in the process of inter~capitalist
competition, ‘ T

On this issue of abortion all the
major political parties - Fine Gael,
Fianna Fail and the Labour Party -
were split. Fitzgerald, the Prime
Minister, originally supported the
anti-abortion amendment and then
changed horses in midstream. His
motives for this change of mind were
that the amendment only had the
support of a minority, ‘and that it
was damaging to. his policy -of
trying to integrate the Irish Repub~
lic more into the structure of
British  imperialism,

The top layers of Irish capitalism
have no future in the war that js
coming and want to take refuge with
British imperialism. - They are
caught in a vice. Stunted they.lived
and stunted they die,

This split in the major political
parties shows that none of them
represent the demand for social
transformation by the Irish masses,

Tum to page 4
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THE TRADE UNION CONFERENCE AND THE
~ CRISIS OF CLASS COLLABORATION

: The recent conference of the
.TUC has: marked the -immense
level of crisis in.-the trade union
movement, It was not possible
to conceal under any formulae
the gravellmg nature of the
nghtlst leadership in front of the
actions of the Thatcher govern—

‘ment. Capitalism spoke of the
‘turn  to. the .right’ . of the
apparatus.

But that was only the more
openly expressed sanctioning of
a policy of the right consistently
followed for years and years,
during which “time the British
working class has been preven-
ted. from using its strength both
“to defend its own class interests
and from influencing the petit
bourgecis ‘masses. The reason
for  this -is well “known =~ the
existence of privileged layers,
the -aristocracy of labour who
developed: with imperialism and

owe it their allegiance. Although

these sectors ‘do not socially
have the same weight as in the
.past because of the crumbling of
the empire which. gave rise fo
their position, the right contin-—
ues to weigh in the trade union
apparatus because of its re—
actionary structure and function—
ing to which the left is still
largely submitted. At the same
time, even with the reactionary
weight of the apparatus, it was
impossible to break links with
the Labour Party or unilateral
nuclear disarmament.

" The degree of submission of
. this apparatus to the interests

‘of imperialism was seen-ip the.

vote condemning the Soviets for
the shooting down of the Korean
airplane. =~ This took place, of
course, at the same time that the -
right was making higily sancti—
monious declarations ‘about the
need to ‘take politics out of the
trade union movement’ and pro-—
ducing other sublime gems about
trying to prevent the discussions
on the candidates for the LP
leadership, disturbing
industrial - discussions. . The
vulgarity and absence of thought
of the apparatus has rarely been
d:splayed 50 brutally. But this

is precisely the historic ruin—-
. ation of these people. Such an
apparatus -is the construction of
vears and based on the concep—
tion  that capitalism works and

can be made to concede and re—.

form.: The apparatus can conceal
its servile nature when in fact it
does - gain some goodies; but
when the. capitalist system is
clearly incapable of anything
~save. more exploitation of the
masses and the preparation of
war with gigantic expenditure on
missiles and the apparatus rush--
es to defend the system, then it
is clear that its days of dominion
are few. It can only prepare its
own messy funeral together with
that of capitalism. ,

The attack against the Soviet
“Union  over the Korean Jumbo
crash has to be seen as a
-desperate alignment with the
forces of the world counter—
revolution. If forces of the left
went along with this, that is the
result of years of absence of

‘purist’

understandmg and submission
to the functioning of the re—
actionary trade union apparatus.
The behaviour of the right is
really desperate and shows that
they are deprived of functlon.
They exude hate against Soc:a—
lism and against the Soviet
Union at the very moment  when
capitalism is disintegrating. AH
this demands a new type of trade
union  functioning, as Cde
Posadas analysed, which goes
beyond the normal trade union
role and seeks to intervene on
all the widest probleins of
society. Basically, the right
would like to be the heads of
company unions, and the dis—
cussions with Tebitt are dis—
cussions for mutual protection —
how to contain the masses and
the left, and how to perfect theis
communications against the in—
dependent functioning of the
working class. Murray’s remarks
on the need to accept that a
government has been elected
and that to oppose it with poli—-
tical strikes is ‘madness’, show
8 bureaucracy without cover..
Murray has the look of a very
tired undertaker, and cerfainly
with this line the trade union
hierarchy based on class colla—

. boration is not long for this

world. The line of talking to
the Thatcher government ;
which shows capitalism at the
end of its tether =  abolishes
the function of these trade union
leaders. - They put forward the
notion = of “influencing’ the
government, when capitalism as
a system is totally exhausted.

All this is a mark of their his="

toric impotence, and they  are
close to disappearing with the

_capitalist system which gave -

them _origin.

THE TRADE UNIONS AND THE :

WORKERS STATES.

At'the same time it has to be
seen that in their . collaboration
with capitalism the union appar—
atus -is deserting the field and
the way is open for a different
type of frade ‘unionism . al-
together: not yet a revolutionary
trade - unionism, 'but the way
towards that. The campaign
faunched against Scaigill arose
from the fear that he might prove
to be a centre for-a more vigor—
.ous frade - union - opposition.
Capitalism . was = particularly
outraged.. by Scargill’s open
denunciation of the collaborating
tendencies of the TUC: following
his visit to the Soviet Union in
which: the influence of the Wor—
kers States can be seen in his
denunciation of the policies of
imperialism, .of Thatcher and
Reagan, as the. source of
worfd conflict. .

The rotten organisation of the
WP ~ which cannot bear the
progress of anyone and certainly
not. of the Soviet Union — as part
of its help to capitalism tried to
create problems for Scargill over
the issue of the Polish Solidarity
movement. Scargill, against the
positions - of the  trade union
apparatus, rejected Solidarity
as-anti—Socialist. - Thisis a
“major step ~against capitalist
-thinking in Britain. .

. The attitude of
Scargill shows the development
of a tendency which is seeking
for a different orientation for the
unions, one which seeks to con—
front capitalism and . lines up
with the Workers States against
the capitalist system. Without
dJoubt there is no organised or
homogeneous . left in the trade
unions and thus the apparatuses
can still -have a field of man-
oeuvre, but all the conditions
both on the. international - and
national planes favour a new
type of left. leadership in the
unfons, as in the Labour Party,
and one which for correct orien--
tation has to be based on the
recognition of the role of the
Workers States. HMHence capita—
lism sought to intervene in ithe

congress as much. as possible:
The crisis of this trade union

leadership is complete because
it can no longer coniro!  the
Labour Party. It can hamper it.
and take full _advantage of the
limitations of the present teams
in the Labour Party, but the old
relationship of a social demo—
cratic party working in harmony

with a conservative frade union

leadership is _over. This means
that however the right and cenire
seek to contain the process, the
forces of the left will continue
to grow aml u'evelop, and  this.
means the link with the Labour
Party will accelerate the left in
the unions. ‘

The process is complex but
also dynamic, it is pot a ques—
tion of a lengthy elaboration of
Jddeas . in ~abstraction from
actualities of the class struggle
but a Stage in which sectors of
the masses are going to resist

and are going to seek for a new
type of leadership. Like the
Labour Party, the left in the
trade unions is not homogeneous
‘and there are centrist sectors
who in real:ty go along with the
right when it comes o issues of
principle..” Thus ~a unfon as
powerful as the TGWUJ has been
incapable of acting as a centre
for the masses,; hecause of the
heterogeneity of its leaders.

The left has to develop with
the understanding of the role of
the Workers States, and also that
it is impossible to conduct the
old ‘reformist or trade unionist
policies that just refer fo imme—
diate needs of the particular
union. To continue in that way
is to limit enormously the capa-
city of mass intervention and to
restrict the possibilities for the
liquidation of capitalism. Thus
the mineworkers union cannot be
confined to the interests of just
their own union, nor can railway
workers be galvanised just on
issues of the railways - because
the system which causes all
these problems is not a series of
different epnemies bul one: the
capitalist system. It is precise—
ly: the: narrow trade unionist
mentality which keeps everything
separately. It is true that various
unions through the pressure of
necessity - .do  adopt - policies
which are indeed political and go
outside purely uriion aspirations.
The ‘NUR is anti nuclear wea—

ireland. from pages

There was no questioning amongst
all this political leadership, in-
cluding Fianna Fail and the Labour
Party, ' of .the -backwardness and
poverty -in reland ‘which generates
the need for abortions.  On the
contrary, they tore themselves apart
on-an issue - which: 47% “of the
electorate - considered secondary.
It was" the trade unions, the
lrish Transport-and -General Workets
Unton in particular, that underlined
the fact of 194,000 unemployed
during the referendum. At the same

me; little ‘was: made -of the ‘right
to life"of those killed in the recent
rail crash which was the result of
a lack of investment in-an out~dated
rail system. Above all, what was
shown in this crisis of the political
parties is-the necessity for a new
political centre. Clearly, the con-
ditions exist for a -united front of
the trade unions with the left of
Fianna Failvand the Labour Parly
left. - The political intervention of
SinnFeinin the lrish-Republic:
will help in:this direction,
at least, propose a United lreland
on the-basis of social transforma«
tions. However, the solution to the
crisis ‘of-the lrish-Republic, which
is-part of the crisis of the-capitalist
system, does not “lie-in :fhe. Irish

the.

the policies of the government

Republic but in the British Isles
and -the rest.of Europes

They,

lf for example, the Irish trade
tnions want ; to-make
social advances, they have to make
links with the British trade unions.
Indeed, the conditions exist for
discussions and meetings between
the trade unions and workers’ par—
ties of Ireland and Britain. These
links should be made on the hasis
that the crisis is a crisis of the
capitalist system, that the masses
of Britain and Ireland have a com-
mon interest, and that there is the
perspective of the Socialist Feder~
ation of the 3ritish Isles. The
delegation of Labour MPs that
went to Northern lreland recently,
and who have denounced the re-
pression against the masses of the
six counties by British imperialism,
show that the Labour left is trying
to reach out to the lrish masses.
The lrish trade unions and workers’
parties, Sinn Fein in particular,
have to weigh on this' Labour left
because it is from the development
of ‘the left, as-a tendency, that a
conscious,  consistent and -anti-
capitalist' leadership, capable -of
leading the advance to a Socialist
integration of the Brtsh Isles,
will come.

pons and the seamens union

against dumping nuclear waste

at sea, but the union left has to_

- make a qualitative leap of a

tendency on this basis and, like
the forces of the left in the
Labour Party, seek to mobilise

the unions on the most central

anti--capitalist policies.

THE NEW ROLE OF THE
TRADE - UNIONS. o
“The  trade union left 'is

developing -in a rich situation
from: the point of view of the
rapid . decomposition -of  the
structures and security of capi—
talisin, -but to develop: it has to
make links with the population,
call meetings and discussions,
and publish bulletins. fo develop
a.life superior. to the old life of
trade unionism -which, in . its
routinised forms, is the cemeiery
of _thought. .

. The. process of the termina-
tion of the pro—capitalist trade
union functioning and the de—
velopment of the new passes
through the general waging of the
class struggle. The more de—
degenerate the capitalist system
in its brutal attack on the mass
of the population for the en—
richiment of the few and their
associated layers, the more the
trade unions will have to free
themselves from the present
structure of trade union functio—
ning.  Capitalism constantly
attacks the unions for their
‘lack of democracy’, but they
simply want to use the forces
of the right more completely.
The real issue is that, in the
process of the reconstruction
of the unions, a real workers’
democracy Is essential in which:
union officials are open to im-—:
mediate recall and earn no more

than the average wage so that
the incentive for careerism at

the expense of the workers’
movement is eliminated. Dele—
gates must be mandated and
controlled. The right thrives on
the -existing ‘branch’ lite, which
means little life. In many unions
it is literally not a case of a
struggle ~of ideas ‘within  the
scope of common Socialist
obfjectives, but a necessity fo
construct the left in the very
process of smashing the right
and smashing capitalism in the
workers’ movement. The left
will have to lean on the support
of the workers directly, and in
the course of this process the
old structure will have io be
broken - as with the need o
actually transform the function—
ing of the Labour Party, and this
depends in" turn on the dis—
cussion and clarification of
ideas, programme and policy:
and, as explained constantly by
Coinrade Posadas that trade
unions have 'to adopt a totally
different” “conception of their
role to weigh in society. This
does ‘not mean substituting for
the Party, but the trade unions
can intervene and not wait for
the Party. In this sense it is
important’ that after the last
elections the Labour Party made
hardly any clear response as a
party to the elections, whereas
Scargill denounced the electoral
fraud and attacked the junk in
the trade unions for the collabo-
ration with Thatcher. To that
exient a sector of the unions
responded ‘with much greater
vigour to the situation than the
Labour Party. The ‘new union—
ism’ of this epoch has to be
based  on the strength of the

Workers States and the need for

social transformations, trans—
cending the ‘traditional’
functions of trade unions.
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The massive demonstrations
in Britain and West Germany
against the installation of the
American Cruise missiles were
among the biggest ever held by
the anti-war movement, and they
have dealt powerful blows at the
confidence of the ruling cligues
who have lined up with the North
American imperialism in the pre—
parations fot the atiack on the
Soviet Union and the attempt fo
prevent the advance of humanity
toward Communism. These
mobilisations followed on the

immense  demonstrations . in
Moscow ~ estimated at eight
hundred thousand - where

seclors of the Soviel masses
came out against the Korean
airflight over the Soviet Union,
which was an act of war, an
attempt at the maximum to probe
the response of the Soviels o an
aggressive action, and at the
minimum an effort to develop the
antagonism to the Soviet Union
and augment the dictatorship of
the United States over its allies,

.. The  anti-nuclear mobilisa~
tions: in: the West are firmly
against - -imperialism, - which
creates all the conditions for war
against the Workers States. - In
these demonstrations there is no
anti—-Soviet sentiment, only the
sentiment that war is not neces~
sary and only serves the imierest
of a few" pnwleged ‘sectors of
private properiy. . - in  the most
recent . stages, particularly in
‘1 Britain, efforts: were made by

capitalism to say that the CND
“movement was fading.  But this
was clearly not the case from

ing to the capitalist gallup polls,
complete nuclear disarmament is

a minority view, the majority of
the population is against Trident
and Cruise migsile mstallatmn.

the evidence ‘of the demon—.
stration and sven when, accord—-

i THE MASS DEMONSTRATIONS OF ]
THE PEACE MOVEMENT AND THE

ROLE OF THE WORKERS STATES

Seclors of capitalism, both in
Britain and Germany, are petri—
fied at the clear intention of
Yankee imperialism to unleash
the final encounter with the
Workers States and the forces of
world . Communism without
regard  for capitalist ‘national’
interesis. The opposition in the
Conservative Party insisis on
the continuation of talks with
the Soviet Union, and Callaghan
went to Moscow with the same
message: that it is not possible
to threaien the Soviets. Sectors
of the bourgeoisie and seciors
linked to them are active in the
peace movement and  thus
Petra Kelly of the Greens is
making a visit to the Soviet
Union.. The movement thus tends
to elevate its anti-capitalist
character and objectively acts
as an. impelling force on the
relative. inertia of the workers’
parties and trade unions who
support in words these move-
menis, but are geared io the
norms .of Parliamentary proce—
dures and do not mobilise mass
actions..

s

e

The movements in the United
States are of immense importance
in all this, and the large number
of arresis of anti-nuclear pro-—
testors in. the United States
points to the fear of the extend-
ing . influence of ithis movement
by the smlster chques
to launch war ‘against the Wo
kers States. The masses who
‘turned out for the Luther King
Commemoration, show the power

of such popular movements.

Anti-wai. movements become a
means of direct intervention by
the masses in capitalist coun—
tnes, whose massive bureaucra-—-
tic and repressive - structure
prevents discussion and ex—
change of opinion and ‘demo-
cracy’ is of @ purely. formal
character.,

THE GREENHAM COMIMON WOMEN AGAINST THE MISSILES.

{eams

As the intentions of world been systematically mobilised
imperialism . become. more and by the Unions and the Labour
_more obvious o ever wider areas Party. The anti-nuclear move—
of the population, it is neces— ments do not have the burden of
sary that the peace movemenis’ the traditional apparatuses and,
intervene on all issues, in—- with the rapid evolution of the
cluding the hecessity to inter— policy .of Yankee imperialism
vene directly towards the workers towards an attack on the Soviet
in the factories who have not Turn to page 4
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DEMONSTRATIONS, MEETINGS, ST RM’&'S
AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST

The occupation of Grenada by
American imperialism is part of the
whole course leading to the final

encounier with the Workers Stales.

“In this brutal attack on a very small

island the ceniral team of American

imperialism " tries. to maintain the
fever of confrontation with the Wor~
kers States, seen also in the case

_of the Boeing aircraft shot down

by the Soviets. As imperialism

lives from day to day and cannot
determme a coherent strategy be—
- cause it lacks sufficient ‘political
~and social support, it has to cut

across ‘negotiations’ with  the
Workers States and seek to give a
sense of imperious decision which
can spill over at any moment into
war. Reagan is a puppet and all
the grandiose schemes of re~
asserting American power have
diminished to the size of a Carter.
The cligue of assassins will shove
a new script into his hand, but the
fact remains that the forces that
seek war with the Soviel Union
cannot look to any presidential
candidate to promote their success.
The recent renewed threat to Reagan
shows the violence of the internal
conflicts: raging in  the central
of Yankee imperialism.

The Grenada intervention offen—

- ded British imperialism, not because

they are against smashing or trying
to smash the people of Grenada but
because American imperialism acied
with disregard of the niceties of
decorum and showed that they will
do as they please,

When

‘Thatcher protests that it is not

possible to intervene against any
government simply because it is
Communist, this is a squeal of pain
from sectors who feel that American
imperialism will decide alone,
whatever the cost to their allies.
The rest of the European bourge~
oisie were also linked in a round of
protest. But the fact remains that,
in the historic .contest with the
Workers States, American imperial-

ism is the driving force fo war —-

and if this crosses the national
Jinterests of the other capitalist
powers, so be it. It is true that

OCCUPATION OF GRENADA!

;Amencan imperialism cannot struc-
‘ture a powerful, obedient alliance
on this basis, and a process of in-
terminable decomposition is at work
in the United States and the other

camtahst powers, but it has no ;
other choice. It cannot organise as:

it would like and lives in a state of
agonised desperation, and so it
goes towards war — anarchistically,
because it has no means of impos—
ing its will in a coherent way.

THE EXAMPLE oF THE WORKERS‘*?’
"STATES.

The reason for th:s decompos-—
ition and perpetual disarray in the
imperialist alliances is the power
and decision of the Workers States,

led by the Soviet Union. For years .

imperialism has procrastinated in
its attack on the Workers States,
because they have no security as a
class: that they can survive such an
encounter. The team now heading
towards war with the Soviet Union
is desperate. They are an expres~
sion of the determination of a class

nndefmmmg bureaucracy.

In this context the functmmng
of the Labour Party and trade unions
is exiremely limited. The left has
to base itself unconditionally on
the weight and advance of the
Workers States, Both in the unions
and the LP it is hampered by this
defucnency and, as a concomitant,
works within the structure of the
apparatuses.k For examp!e where

was there any mass moblhsatmn

an island oppressed by Yankee
- troops, the invasion was pait of the
preparations for world war. - The
anti-missiles movement mobilised
hundreds of thousands; why does
not the LP and the trade unions
mobilise -in- the faclories against
the ‘missiles? The German trade
unions called for a five “minute
stoppage recently - very small -
but at feast some mobilisation was
called for. Here the TUC supports
nuclear disarmament and then does
nothing. In this sense, the CND
movement is playing an important
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to survive, even though subjectively
they are smitten with doubt. The
Workers States are weighing all over
the world, and capitalist interests
from Argentma fo capitalist Germany
and France seek links with the
Soviet Union to develop their trade
and industry in competition with the
Yanks. The movements against
nuclear arms in Europe and the
United States receive their impulse
from the Soviet Union, primarily as
the alternative to the pathological
nature of the capitalist system
which can solve nothing save on the
basis of war. The Soviet Union is
an example of inexhaustible human
progress, including the process -
as in the new workers’ collectives.
of developing organisms against the
usufruct of state property and thus

role in mobmsmg and stimusatmg
resistance to capitalism, and has a
supetior conception of the role of
the Workers States. They see that
the Soviet Union has no desire for a
war, and say so, but the weight of

} the conservative apparatuses in the

LP and the trade unions is against
such conclusions, in the same way
that they do not wish to discuss the
reactionary role -of the monarchy.
The appeal of the CND to British
troops-to reject the use of missiles
is a step that the workers’ organi-
sations should support and extend.
The forces of the left have to base
themselves on these forces and on
the Workers States, from which the
peace movements stem, in order to
develop a consistent Marxist left
Turn: to. page 4
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over Grenada? Grenada is not only



Capitalism is in ihe last stages
of its existence and Marx is going
to terminate it. Through the Com—
munist parties the proletariat fulfils
" its historic function, as Marx
foresaw and undersiood. He gave
jdeas (o organise this objective
function which had no programme,
policy and leadership.

in ¢he visits to the house of Marx
one goes to seek historic features,
antecedents, evidence. The deter—
mining historic evidence is that
capitalism, whose principle centre
‘of support in Europe is Germany -
‘because that country depends most
‘of . all on Yankee imperialism -
cannot prevent . German capi—
talism maintaining Marx’s house.
It has to do so in order to survive:
which shows the contradictions of
the ciapitalist system and the
strength of the continuous and
uninterrupted  progress of  the
struggle for Socialism and of the
Workers States. '

The interest of capitalism is to
suppress the Workers States, every
thing which leads to Workers States,
everything which refers to the
Workers States, and everything
which means historic antagonism
and competition with the Workers
‘States.  But it has to accept and put
up with the fact that there is an
historic competition between capi—
talism and Socialism, and the
existence of Marx is the proof that
it is ideas which triumph when they
represent a necessity of history.
Hence Marxism is the conscious—
ness of the unconscious process of
history, and Marx’s house is also
the conscious expression of the
unconscious process of historys

They wanted to- abandon- Marx,
but history brings him forth. again:
the proletarial, the Workers States
are responsible for this. It is nota
. “question of any particular writer or

historian, but the Workers States
‘establish him. Without their exis—
tence, Marx would have been buried
some time ago, but, as the Workers
States represent the practical and
.material life of Marx, it is not
‘possible to annul him.

‘When. capitalism maintains this
house of Marx, it is because it
cannot negate him. He cannot be
‘annulied: neither Marx, Engels,
Lenin nor Trotsky can be annulled,
nor can Posadas - because they
represent necessary idéas in
history. All the old Trotskyists,
of now and previously, do not have
any importance because history
does not think of, mention, nor need
them. But Marx is a necessity of
history, not of the proletariat but of
‘history. = He is supported on the
strength of history, which is the
proletariat. Buty independentily of
the proietariat, Marx is an express—
ion of the quality and the creation
of history which is his thought and
intelligence, an intelligence which
was not created by the proletariat
but. by human intelligence, among
‘others by the Greeks; the intelli~
‘gence “vhich allows the interpre—
tation of the course of history.
Hence, “in our homage, we pose that
the \ideas of Marx are to resolve all
the forms of oppression and all the
forms of necessity: the two forms
which humanity has to resolve,
those of oppression and necessity.
In Socialism there will.be no neces—
Sity..  Everything which today is

- THE MARX MUSEUM IN TRIER

J. POSADAS

in this centenary year of Marx’s death, we publish this analysis

by Cde Posadas of the historic role of Karl Marx.

Marx finds the 14 8 1977

material expression of his thought in the Workers States, and there
is no creative understanding of Marx which ignores this relationship.
Marx confronts the barbarism of imperialism in the s ecurity and
elevation of the Workers States led by the Soviet Union.

called necessity — eating, sleeping,
etc, — will not be necessity but a
function of what must be done.
Today it is a necessity because
it is necessary to live to work and
to go on strike, Hence we render
homage to Marx as the most com—
plete  expression of progress.

Marx was not the representative
of one. class against another, but
the represeniative of the progress
of history for which he found sup-
port in the working class against
those who represented the back-—
wardness of history, through
capitalism,

The greainess of Karl Marx is not
to have represenied the proletariat
and defended its interests, but in
having .represented the future of
humanity being based on the in—
‘strument which history provided:
the proletariat. Hence
Engels says that Marxism is the
consciousness of the unconscious
process of history, because all the
progress of the economy and society
leads to the necessity for social
transofmration,. -and this  social
transformation must be led by some
one, Who leads it? It is not a
-class which can in turn become a
new owner, but which will annul
all classes, It was necessary lo
interpret this, which is a new and
unique experience in history; to
exercise a function ofeliminating
a class which oppresses ‘in order
to eliminate all classes. That is
to say, it is an action as a function
of humanity and not of the working
class. The working class 'is an
instrument for this opjective. Hence
Marx said, ‘The working class is
revolutionary or it is nothing.’
This means that to fulfil -its func-
tion it has to be revolutionary,
otherwise it is one more exploited
grouping as there have always been
exploited people in history.

OQur homage to Marx is not

because Socialism  triumphs or
Marx triumphed. Marx is not repre—
‘sented becauyse the “Soviet Union
triumphed, or because there. are
twenty Workers States, but because
he represented the ideas of the pro—
gress of humanily, whose instrument
is the Workers States, the Commu—
nist parties, and Marxist ideas.

Marx is not the representative of
the working class against capitalism
— to be the antagonist of capitalism
- but the consciousness of this
process which lacks consciousness.

It is necessary io consider that
when capitalism has to admit that
in Germany the house of Marx is
maintained as a museum — a living

" record, a living presence of ideas

of Marxism — it is because the
Social Democracy, which is one of
the representatives of capitalism,
needs it This means that now it
admits in an open public form that
_there is an antagonistic competition

D -

which is historic between capitalism
and Socialism, and that Socialism
has already shown that it has the
capacity to substitute for, replace,
and eliminate the capitalist systems
Thus the museum which they made
of Marx's house was not made in
homage either fo Marx or to his
ideas, but was aimed to contain or
to win over the Sociaiist left,

Marx’s house was reconsiructed
after the war, They did this becayse
German Workers State was nearby.
At the same time that the German
Workers State was. constructed,
capitalism  reconstructed Marx’s
house. They conceded because if
they had not taken the initiative
the Socialist left would have done

s$0, They hastened to find a way to -

limit the levels of history and dis—
tort them./twas a political meansta
deform the homage to Marx which
reconstructing his  house meant.
But, in doing this, it was shown
that even in the Social Democracy
Marxism could not be drownedor
assassinated, After having resol—
ved {0 reconstruct the house they
negated Marxism. The Social
Democracy annulled Marxism (at the
conference of Bad Godesburg in
the late fifties the SDP abandoned
Marxism — Ed.), but mot Marx’ s
house, This was aimed at the left
wf the party, to contain it, to have
the ‘support of the proletariat, and,
in a certain way, to compete with
the German Workers State,

it capitalism had advanced, it
would have eliminated the house of
Marx and of Epgels. When they
leave it, it is a political tactic of
the German Social Democracy —
which is a party, an agent of
capitalism, not the most secure
representative, which is the CDU ~
to displute with the left of its party
in order to weigh and fo have an
- influence over the working class.

- cal

mistaken objective, but because
they made a movememt too preci—
pitately; but he gave them all his
support, as did the First Inter—
nationals This was the practical
conclusion of a conscious leader—
ship on the error of a just movement
~ with a correct conclusion, but
mistaken in tactic and stage.
Hence the criticism was not one of
opposition or of condemnation, but

Bakunin was a person of good
motives, but completely empirical.
Marx valued him for his capacity
of action and organisation, but saw
that he was a tremendous empiricist,
Bakunin came prepared to act, saw

‘something which diverted him, and .

remained where he was. He ended
having left nothing that was useful,
He did not leave writings or ex—
periences useful for humanity. He

feft nothing more than his experi—'

ence of organiser, above all, the
organisation of the poor peasants
which did not require many condi-
tions for this, becayse -it was
sufficient to say to them ‘rise up’
and they rebelled,

The essential character of Marx
is absent in this museum, which is
only a passive reflection of his lite,

It is not possible to present’

of persuasion. All this does not. \arx in a passive form only through
appear in what fjs exhibited here, hjs writings, but as the form of

although it was one of the most

beautiful stages of the First Inter—

national,

In this museum the stage of the

polemic with Bakunin ‘is not in .

evidence, yet this was one of the
most important poilemics where
Marx demonstrated that he had to
win currents who showed that they
were valuable like Bakunin, at the
same time that he led a struggle
against Bakunin. Marx made a great
-effort to reach in the process an
agreement with Bakunin and to in-
fluence him in the activity, He
showed in this way the most eleva~
ted form of the capacity of theoreti-
elaboration and the most
elevated form of theoretical con-—
clusions. = This ‘is Marxism. Marx
did not combat Bakunin, but tried
to win him to give an example,
showing that the experience showed
that ‘it was so’s . But Bakunin did
not accept. With Lassalle, Marx
did the same. -~ &e showed the
character of Marxism, the organi—
sation of human intelligence

-capable of understanding new ex-—

periences In  history; . because
Bakunin and the Bakunist movement
was new in history, and Marx tried
to win the best of this movement
‘in the same way as he tried fo win
Darwin. ~The proof that he could
have won him was the reply which
Damwin gave to the dedication
which Marx made to him in ‘Capital’s
Darwin was not against, but accep—
ted in a timid form, because Darwin
teared that the dedication’ would
compromise him before his wife who
was very religious, Darwin was

- also religious -but a scientist, and.

Within the house almost every
thing is missing. In order to make
a museum of Marx’s house, it is

necessary to provide a chronological |

analysis, but vivid with the life of
Marx., The life of Marx is the most

complete and alive that there is..

It is the most complete life because
it was dedicated to the organisation
and application of his ideas. In the
house nothing of this appears,
Aspects andparts of his life appear
but the essential part of the organ—
isation of his thought, which is
when he reached the Marxist con—
clusion — after Feuerbach - is
incomplete, fhere is a void
because it does not show the life
which he led, which allowed him to
be concerned with problems, among
them those of the Paris Commune,

- visions

Marx criticised the Communards
but he supported them.
cised them not because of their
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He criti--

scientific ideas won him over from
religious ideas. Marx discussed
with Engels about dedicating the
first volume of ‘Capital’ to Darwin,
and this shows that Marx, like
ourselves, sought to win everybody,

We live in another stage.. That
‘earlier stage was the beginning of
-deas; while today those who ques—~
tion Marxism are the expression of
decadence, including the ‘old and
new Trotskyists’s The stage of
Marx had more value, because there
was no existing historic experience.
Today, there is the experience of
‘the Workers States, of tactics and
policy, and in this the factor to
combat is not. tactic or policy but
apparatuses structured not on the
basis of ideas but of organisational
They are apparatuses
which resist change and not through
lack of experience or of ideas as in
the epoch of Marx with Bakunin.

commemoration and record through

a museum is static; it is the analy-
8is which gives the movement of the
life of Marxe This has not been
done here. Nor does the life with
his companion appear, although
Marx led an intense political life
with her and, eccording to what
Marx said, she gave good political
opinions which he afterwards cor—
rected or extended. In this museum
there is no sign of the life of Marx
and his family, with Elena the
housekeeper who was integrated
with the family. For his activity
he needed’ someone who could do
the housework. She was integrated,
‘lived with them, and was no ex-

‘pense; and, as Marx recounted, at
times she thought of schemes to
provide money for the Marx family.
‘The historic heroism of Marx is not
present here. Between the life of
his family and ideas he chose ideas

and had to stop being preoccupied
with the family. If he had dedicated
himself to looking after his family
‘he would have been a

millionaire. Those who made the

museum — the capitalists — do not

bring this out because they, in a

sinilar case, would opt for the

money; which, stupidly, serves

them to. live with the belly full and

the mind empty. One cannot expect

anything else of this museum
because it expresses the limitations

of capitalism.

Another aspect which does not
appear is the polemic prior to the
founding of the First Internationals
In order to form it, there was an
enormous discussion. Marx and
.Engels were the First International,
only two of them; and they rushed
about (like the flying IS, as we call
it) to various countries to convince
them that it was necessary to have
an Internationals The process then
showed a certain maturity and .
richness when the Communist
Manifesto was published in almost
all languages. Marx sought that it
should be published In every lan—
guage so that it would have a
transcendent value. . He was con—-
scious of the process of history.
All this should have been placed
in the museum in a chronology of
documents, texts and meetings
from which would emerge commi—
nications on local and world
aspects — a lively chronology not
in a dead and passive form as the




documents are presented here.

Capitalism does this because it
has no interest or concern in doing
anything else, but the Workers
States can and must supply an
alternatives In the museum the
homage which Marx made to the
Paris Commune should figure, as it
.was very profound. This shows

" that it is not possible to expect
anything of the capitalist museum,
nor that criticism © is going to
achieve anything with them. But
it is necessary to show the im-
patience, the incapacity and the
lack of interest in making a real
museum of the house of Marx.
Although the fact that they have had
to do it at all shows that they
cannot ignore the process of history.

There is no museum made for
this by the Workers States and the
Communist parties, capitalism in
Germany has taken advantage to
make one, to canalise and attract
the documentation and then bury
it, leaving it all dead so that it
may not be a continuous testimony
of Marx. As part of this, there are
no practical conclusions In the
museum, from the Soviet Workers
-State, the rest of the Workers
States, the practical experiences
of the Paris Commune which con—
tinued with 7905 and 1917 .in
Russia and the practical conclusion
that Marxism today is a force every—
where throughout the world; while
capitalism retreats and the coun—
tries which ascend do not go to-
wards capitalist forms but towards
forms of the Workers States. That
is to say that the practical form of
“the ideas of Marx is the form which
transcends and organises the world,

It is not-to be expected that
capitalism ¢an make a museum with
these conciusions, but to see that

- It Is obliged to keep Marx alive and,
although in memory and record, to
hold there the principle ideas of
Marx, They cannot ignore or
eliminate the representatives of the
progress of history. - They minimise,
reduce or carve up Marxism

but they cannot ignore it;
and, although it may only be a part
that is shown, they have to allow it,
This shows the weakness of the
capitalist system when, in reality,
its interest is to smash and elimi—
nate Marxisme They have fo try
to adapt it, and the German Social
Democracy has to present itself as
the continuator of Marxism and that
Marx is as they show him,

When the Social Democracy wants
to split up Marx and to be the frag—
ment, it is because in the Social
Democracy itself Marx is alive,
They want to conceal him, so that

the working class or the left do not.

have a means of protest and of
organisation; and thus also it de—
prives the Communist Party of
initiative. In the last instance this
is a weakness of the Workers States
and of the Communist parties,
because they should have made the
‘Marx museums,

The important element in a Marx
museum is not to record where he
lived, the chair on which he sa,
and the table at which he was
working, what is important is the

.ability of Marx to have been the

organiser of the greatest and most
complete and objective ideas of
history. It was done, above all,
in the worst conditions and he had
to allow a son to die so as to be

able to complete the task which he

had to dos Moreover, the life of
Marx does not appear here as one
of the most elevated forms of life,
showing dedication to jdeas
superior to any other example in
history. Dedicating himself to work
and to get money and look after his .
family, and in very trying circum—
stances, Marx wrote ‘Capital’ and

‘organised the First International,

There lay the dedication to the
progress of humanity which was
represented in the form of the ideas -
of Communism. It was not a dedi—
cation to an abstract or sectarian
idea which lived for itself for a
group or for a current, but an idea
and organisation of thought, of
programme and of method of the

interpretation of history, Marxism;
and to transform society. This was
necéssary- and part” of an ncon—
tainable process, because it showed
that the accumulation of the pro—
gress of science, technology and
the economy, and ihe development of
intelligence, had as a result the
necessity for social transforma-—
tions The conscious factor which
was going to realise this social

‘transformation was the proletariat,,

The . proletariat meant an in-
Strument, a programme, an ex—
perience, which needed to be
organised in the form of a leader—
ship so as to fulfil the historic
function to which it corresponded,

1t has to learn to organise itself

for this function. This was Marxism,
a conscious instrument of trans—
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formation and the organisation of
society. No capitalist country. is
in the conditions to represent the
lite and function of Marx in this
way in a museums

But the Workers States should
do It, and we aim at them so that
they should complete this task.
They could draw on an infinity of
expetiences, of examples, and thus
contribute to organise security in
Marxist thought in the social
conscious itransformation of human—
ity Marxism is the consciousness
of the unconscious process of
history and the process Is uncon—
Scious because, between the ruling
class, the economy, science and
technology, there is no harmony.
The ruling class has an interest in
exploitation and develops in com—
petition. At the same time, it has
to develop science and technology
which surpasses its strycture; thus
it cannot utilise science and tech—
nofogy, but has to smash them In
order to survive,

The decisive example now is
atomic energy. Capitalism utilises

.atomic energy to kill people when

it could be used to eliminate every
form of energy needs The progress
of science and of technology sur—
passes the ruling class. Hence
Marxism is the consciousness of
the unconscious process of history.

It is necessary to aim at the
Workers States so that they perform
this task. At the same time, they
must see the clear example of the
behaviour of Marx, who had .no

:doubts in organising on the basis

of ideas an organism like the First
International, It was a handful

-Saw

which, in historic comparison, was
infinitely less than ourselves.
Marx, on the basis of scientific
‘capacity and his organising capacity
‘of ideas, was the most dynamic man

who lived in history, Based on the

security of the ideas, on the affir—
mation of ideas, he had to construct

organisms which were going to
develop on the basis of quality
not quantity; even when
quantity that was going to decide,
as, for example, the Socialist
parties who had an enormous
quantity and no quality. Atterwards
the Communist parties, who were
nothing, were the quality of the
quantity, ,

it Is necessary to realise that
Marx dissolved organisms when he
that they had fulfilled a
function in history and that they
were of no further use. Thus, there
was no difficulty in working inithis
way. It was not, as they say,’ his
life’'s work’ but a work for the
‘progress of humanity,

The First International ceased
to fulfil this function and thus
another organism was necessary,
and Marx had no proprietorial
interest, In this sense, it is
legitimate to pose the similarity
with us — 'when an organism is of
no further use and does not fulfil
its historic function It should be
liquidated,
and lives for itself, then it is
necessary to elimipnate it. When
this is the case, as Marx, Lenin
and Trotsky acted, as we acted,
it is because they earlier and more

recently ourselve had confidence J+ POSADAS

in the value of Ideas which it is
necessary 1o preserves

in history.
Marx made with our

Trotsky founded the IV Inter—
national for this function, conscious
that there was only a small team.
From that IV Intemational, the only
one who remains is Posadas. But
the earlier 1V International had
fulfilled its function, and this new
1V International, which we founded

in 1962, fultils a function, but
better than before. It is a con—

it was centrated function aimed to in—

fluence leaderships, because now
we live in another stage of history
and of twenty Workers States,
Now it is not a questien of saying
how to act, how to organise tactic
and policy, Now it is a question of
tactic and policy in relation to the
Workers States and the existing
Communist parties.

Our similarity with the life of
darx is from every point of view
important and profound; but, even
being very profound, the difference
in capacity and quality between
Marx and ourselves Is very profound,
We are disciples of Marxand we do
not have the ability nor the acute—
ness nor the depth of Marx, but we
do have the same historic respon—
sibility as Marx and the same
decision.

Thus, in seeing this museum, we

do not go as spectators but as
investigators of history, to see
It it is not prepared Ourselves as part of it; not to see
retrospective

examples, but
examples which affirm our function
This is the homage to
function.

14.8.1977

Italian

Among the hundreds of thousands
of Communists who pariicipated in
Italy this year, as every year, in
the ‘Unita’ (paper of the Italian CP)
Festival, there was an increasing
number who defend the USSR and
criticise their party leadership.
This could be measured in the fact
that the Posadist 1V International
could sell 3,500 publications - a
lot of these on the leading role of
the USSR in this stage - and
distribute thousands of leaflets
defending the USSR for shooting
down the Korean spy—plane, The
Communist Party leadership has not
substantially changed its positions
from previous years, and it took a
rather anti-Soviet position regard—
ing the shooting of the jumbo. Also,
this year, the new regulation by
which it is not necessary to be a
Marxist to enter the Partv js.in forces

The speeches during the
Festival were superficial, did not
allow the Communist base to ex—
press itself, and generally covered
subjects of lesser importance. The
question of the jumbo that arose in
the midst of the Festival did not
motivate any public discussion.
However, there was a very marked
disagreement between the conduct
and opinions of the Communist
leadership and that of the base,
The mass of the Communist workers
who attended the Festival congra-
tulated the Posadists for their
support to the USSR, for their
analysis of the spying jumbo, and
showed that they are confident that

they will be able to elevate their

section

own Communist leadership in due
Courses

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
PRESENCE OF TROTSKY.

In the Festival there was a dis—
play of the life and activities of
the Marxist masters, Amongst these
Trotsky was featured for his role in
building the USSR and the 1V Inter—
national. In the part dealing with
the |V International there was the
following mention: ‘Trotsky was an
unconditional defender of the USSR
and a critic of Soviet bureaucracy,
which he considered as a transitory
product and the ebbing conditions
in the world revolution so that, when
these conditions no longer existed
the bureaucracy would start dis—
appearing.” This is a fundamental
thought of Trotsky that only Posad—
as developed in all his works. The
fact that it was present inside the
Festival of UNITA shows that the
process of elevation of the Com—
munist Party is not expressed so
much by its leadership as inside

its ranks, anc! at the level of ideas;

that is to ,s‘ay, in the appreciation
of Marxist ideas and interpretation
that will inevitably return to be the
‘base for all activities in the Com—
munist Party in the future,

The fact that Berlinguer (CPI-
- general secretary), in his very weak
and empirical speeches, had to make
a mention of the Marxist masters
shows that he has to continue to

tight against the right wing of the
Party that does not want to hear of

thems = The leadership of Berlinguer

~ The Festival of ‘Unita' and the
‘intervention of the

is the result of a heterogeneous -
Party in which the right wing has
not been able to impose a nop—
Commqnist leadership. - However,
there is a lack of principle and a
certain fear of Communism in the
actual positions of the leadership
of the Party that come from Stalin’s
time. . It js important, however, to
situate this Festival of UNITA in
a world context where no right wing
Communist leadership triumphs, and
where even the Chinese have fto
return to a more positive relation
with the USSR, .
This intervention of the Posa—

dists is a means by which to mea—
sure the changes that will soon
come in the Communist Party as
part of its anti~capitalist progress.
ltalian capitalism has nothing to
offer to the opportunists of the
{talian Communist Party, The road
for italy is Socialism, and the task
of the italian Communist Party is
to bring down the capitalist system.
in this process, the role of the
Posadists is to help the Commus
nists with Marxist ideas, positions,
based on the fundamental principles

of our masters, in the absolute
certainty that Soviet bureaucracy
is in decline and that the Soviet
Union is returing to play the role
of being the ‘beacor that illumin=
ates  the world’,




~ LABOUR’s CONFERENCE SHOWS
THE NECESSITY FOR

'CONSISTENT DISCUSSION

L.abour Party conferences are not
a medium for the exchange of ideas
or for profound discussions. At
best, they allow a formulation of a
programme, in a limited way, and
reveal to a certain extent the
balance of forces inside the Parly.
The 1983 Conference was a desper—
ate . attempt by . the apparatus to
glive the impression of a semblance
of unity ~ exemplified in the Kin—
nock/Hattersley ‘dream ticket' in.
the leadership. - This contrasied
rather badly with the differences
on most major issues, revealed by
the discussions in the conference:
above all, on the fundamenial issue.
of .lreland.

The conference was, as ever, 2
series of discussions on isolated
or marginal issues which did not
allow ‘an overall understanding of
the - world process.
overall undersianding of the world
- process, in particular the existence

and . development of the Workers

States, it Is not possible to under—
stand any one issue.

: - Even on the
programmatic level, the dead: hand
of the trade union bureaucracy pre—
vents very much advance. The
limited proposats for ‘British troops
out of ireland; for instance, was

“longer

Without 'an -

@m, in reality, and - as such - it

s profoundiy anti-capitalist,. 1t

strikes at the very existence of the
capitalist sysiem. The fact that the
Labour Parly has not retreated on
this programme means that it is no
an - alternative Parly for
capitalism. Caliaghan - publicly
opposed this programme, but from
the sidelines. Hattersley, now
deputy leader, has had fo go along

with the disarmament policy. This
is the real balance of forces inside
the Labour Party. Al the confusion
and retreats and equivocations re—
vealed by thie conference are
nothing compared to the fact that
the Labour Party has maintained
its programme for  disarming

capitalism.

in- his  speech, Kinnock -~
amongst all the rthetoric - did
actually call on ‘everybody lo de—
fend the National Health Service.’
1t is not much considering that, at
the very ‘least, the Labour Parly
should be co-ordinating the strug—
gies of all.the workers in the social
and health services under attack
by the government,

sunk without frace by  this ftrade =

union  bureaucracy. . Nonetheless,
the  conference did. reveal the
balance of forces inside the i.abour
Party.

- The-
Parly and trade unlon apparatus
was unable fo retreat on the central
issue of unilateral nuclear dis—
armameni. - This remains the pro-
gramme of the Labour Party. Dis—
armament is the central issug in this
stage of “history precisely: because

imperialism, on a world scale and
ted by Yankee imperialism, ptepares
the war, - Disamament ‘means the
disarmament of the capifalist sys~—

fact is that the -Labour

Even - though the trade union
-bureaucracy = prevenied ~ any  pro—
grammatic advance on freland, the
discussion and the events around
the conference are important. They
measure “both the developmenis in

the Labour Party and the evoluytion
“Some of those wio

of Sinn Fein.:
supported the ‘Troops Out’ resolu—
tion also calied for a united front
with Sinn Fein; and Gerry Adams,
the Sinn Fein MP, made an attempt
to intervene directly in: the con-
ference.  As it was, the ‘fringe’
meeting called by Sinn Fein was
very ‘well ‘attended,  There is a
growing realisation both in Sinn
Fein and in the Labour Parly left
that the problem of lreland cannot

_policy another,

be taken in isolation and that there
is a necessily for a united front
between the British and Irish mass—
es. This forms part of the maturing
of the Labour left which the ‘*block
vole’ of the trade union bureaucracy
cannot negate. In Ssome senses,
the questioning of the policy fo
leave the EEC also shows a certain
maturing of the lefl. Although it is

a subject surrounded by a great deal
of confusion, the left is no longer
simply following behind the  jdea
that Britain leaving the EEC is a
solution to any problem.

Programme is one thing, and
The Labour Party
and - trade union apparatus - siill
clings to the idea that history will
wail for ‘pariiamentary democracy’.
Thus  the trade union apparatus
voled in the conference in favour
of unilateral nuclear disarmament,
but  did  nothing to support the
massive demonstrations of QOctober
22nd .or the action of the ‘peace
women> . at - Greenham - Common,

What the Labour Party conference
shows, above all else, is the need
by the left for a political life, for
ideas. ~This developing, but still

dnder—developed ' lefi, sees the
world process in a very fragmented
and partial way,
even given the nature of Labour
Party conferences, that the world

 process  was hardly mentioned,

Above ali, there was no discussion

on the nature and development  of
the Workers Siates. Even the TUC
: conference was unable to stifie that
particular aspect.  The Labour jeft
needs, as . an urgent necessity,
arxist ideas. the Marxist method
and the meand’f discussion and
exchange of ideas. It needs fo free
itself from the L.abour Parly appar—
atus: not the Party but the apparatus
— which means: to structure itseif
as a. conscious Marxist tendency.
This means lo see the process in
this country as part of @ world pro—
cess at ‘the cenire of which is to
be found not Britain but the Soviel
Union and the Workers States.

Far world mobilisations against the
war preparat jons of imperial ism
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in the:Labour Party and in that

through the goodwill of the trade
union conciliators and the lack of

process break the conservatism of 2 leadership in the Labour Party
the ruling camarillas there and in which corresponds to the course of

the ftrade unions.

NO TO THE
PERSPECTIVE.

The forces of the left in the
Labour Parly and the trade unions
must reject submission to the
electoralist perspective of waiting
on elections four years ahead!
Imperialism is in its last insane
stages. - Everywhere capitalism
shows its utter disregard for human
life.  The way the police were
exonerated in the case of the man
nearly killed through mistaken
identity,. is an example of 2 cynical
disregard for human life. On the
basis of that ‘legal’ decision, any
one can be killed at any moment
because they look dangerous or
have the wrong expression on their
face, or make the police nervous.
This is-allied to the cynicism over
asbestos dust, and the running down
of the health service where doctors
themselves more and more reject
having to decide on who lives and
who dies because of lack of facili~
ties. Pollution is rife: at Winscale,
for instance, there is a far higher
incidence of leukaemia because of
uncontrolled nuclear energy. And

- the ‘culture’ of capitalism in iis

last phases? Video nasties!
WEAKNESS  OF

THATCHER GOVERNMENT.

THE

~Imperialism is in full decompo-~
sition and there will be more
incidents of the Boeing air crash
fype and more Grenadas. It is

- possible to see this d:smtegrahon
in the ranks of the Conservative

Party in Britain, which more and
more breaks up into factions and,
although it inflicts suffering - on
the - population, s weaker than
ever before. As we have argued,
the Thatcher govemment suines

the process. On the other hand,
neither can the trade unions or the

ELECTGRAL LP provide a solution for capitalism

as they did in the past.

It is not true that the workers
will not fight against capitalism
because they are dominated by fear
of unemployment. It is true that the
trade union leaderships have acted
gver unemployment like Stalin used
to act ~ organise a defeat and then
say, ‘We have been defeated’. But
time and again, as in the fight over
Telecom or the ASLEF strike, it is
clear that combativity is there but
nol organised and co—ordinated with
other struggles; because much of
the {rade unions’ leaders live in
terror of a movement which threat—
ens the existing order.

The Socialist parties and trade
unions of Europe, for example
Britain and Germany, are ali in
forms  of crisis of development
because the final encounter between
the Workers States and capitalism

demands a response fo the masses
of their countries for which they are

not prepared.  Nevertheless, the
inexorable pressures and example

of the Workers States is the basis
for radical change in these organi-
sations which also feel the pressure
of the mass peace movements. With
this consciousness and understand--

ing it is possible to link the strug—
gle against the installation of the
missiles, - against  NATO, and
against the preparation of the war,
with all the struggles against un—
employment, for the control of the

environment, and for social trans~
formations.  The left will become a
Marxist left in the Labour Party on
this basis.
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Union, they can grow and aug-
ment the nature and character of
their resistance lo the objectives
of capitalist society. Without
competing with the parties of the
Unions and the parties, they
must act as a compelling force
to deepen ‘the mobilisation of
millions and millions against
the plans for war of capitalism.
imperialism cannot be converfed
to peace because ifs structure
leads inevitably to war against

_anything that competes with it.

in the case of the Workers States

it confronts a force which poses

the ~ universalisation  of . the

- liguidation of private property.

But all the vrganisms of capi-
in total disarray,
more and more people, including
among the bourgeocisie, see the

criminal character of imperialism.
On the other hand, the Workers
States everywhere bring progress
- a8 to Afghanistan. The Soviet
Union gave economic aid to
Grenada, the American imperia—
lists only bring destruction, and
the atlempt to throw Grenada
back into the hands of the ex-—
ploiters which the 1979 revolu—
tion threw oyt Basing itself
more and more on the objective
course .of the historic progress
of bumanity, which passes
through the Soviet Union and the
construction of  more Workers
States, the peace movements can
develop more and more into
agents of social change and help
stimulate an incessant mass
mobilisation against capitalism,
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INE THE ANTI-CRUISE

‘The instaliat:on of Cruise missiles in Europe has not resulted in a
Crisis for the Soviet Union but a deepening of the crisis _of capitalism,

preparation of impenalfsm. It has kept its word by breaking with- the
Geneva Talks, It hes ‘keptits word by ms .’Img miss;les in Eastern
Ewrope and sea—borne missiles close .o the. United States itself. .This
resolyte atthtude of the Soviet Union has given the lie to all the bourgeois
‘speculations about the health of Andropovs The policy of the Soviet Union
is not determined by the health of Comrade Andropov. It is determined by
the ‘tact that it is a Workers Stale at the centre of a system of Workers
States,” “The confidence ‘of thé Soviet Union’ drd not falter at the death of
Brezhnev and it will not be affected by any illu-health that Comraa‘e
Andropov m:ght suffer.; -

The ‘world policy '6f the Soviet Union remains sure and determinate,
‘It was the intervention of the Soviet Union that stopped Assad, of Syria,
trymg 1o prove thaf he ‘could control the PLO.  Assad was atiempting to
“ise this as a bargaining counter with Yankee tmpenalism in pursuit of his
own national—bourgeois interests. In the event, he was prevented from
continuing the attack on the PLO by the Sevlet Unjon. This is a consi-
derable plow to Assad and Yankee :mpenal:sm because the PLO emerged
from:this crisis strengthened considerably, It was strengthened not [east,
by the release o some thousands of Palestinian fighters by Israels. This
+ig a retreat.on the part of Israel and a blow to the Impenallst war prepara—
tionss 1t Is precisely the collapse of Israel — the direct agent of Yankee
imperialism in the Middle East = that hesk_fo,rced Yankee imperialism to
_become more and more directly involved in Lebanon. And, in so doing, it
fmds itself in direct confrontatlon with the Soviet Union, and this only
serves to feed the fear and defeatism of world cap:tahsmn The collapse
of Israel.is an exrreme expression of this, but ali world cap:talism suffers
‘in‘ the same way, in one degree or another.

At the Commonwealth Conference also imperialism sustainea‘ a defeat
in the sense ‘that Thatc as obl:ged to flght a rearguard action on
:ssues such as Grenada and th PLO., 0 e oz‘her hand, it was aiso clear
the t"tn - polici i

Mass demonstration in Liverpool against caprtahst policies
It is this firmness and confidence of the Soviet Union and its present

leadership thai feeds the confidence of the world masses. In‘ L.atin
America, for example, all the old dictatorships are In a state of collapses

Nearly a million people demonstrated against Pinochet in Chile and
hundreds of .thousands in Uruguay were on the streets demanding the end
of military rule. The masses: of capitalist Germany feel the same confi—
dence, and the result is that the SDP voted against the install ation of
Yankee missiless . This is a major blow against imperialism because
Schmidt, former leader of the German SDP, was one of the strongest
supporters Of the installation of Yankee missiles in Europes Now he has
been thrown out of the leadership, and his policies with him. In a sense,
the decision of the SDP reflects the objective united front of the masses
in the capitalist countries and the Soviet Union. . The same [s expressed
in the decision of Bruce Kent, general secretary of the British CND, to
speak at the British Communist Party Conference. He was. not attracited
by the ‘surocommunist’ policy of the Brit:sh CP but by the fact that the
CP is seen to be linked to the Soviet Union. It was a step cioser by Bruce
Kent and the British ‘peace’ movement o the Sowet Umon, and part of the
growing realisation in that movement that . social systems. and classes
decide history, and not weapons. .

The violent confrontation between the ‘workers and the capitalist state

during the NGA strike and picket at Warnngton has to be seen in a world
Tum i page 4

" ‘The Soviet Union has ‘remained steadfast in its opposition to the war o

Workers of the world, unite!
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THE S!TUATION IN THE M!DDLE EAST
AND THE CR!SES OF NORTH AMERBCAN

JMPEHIAL!SM

It is necessary to intervene in
the process of the Middle East,
understanding that it is a higher
stage in which the intensification of
the conflict ‘is determined by the

‘direct presence of Yankee imperia—
‘Hem.

The  North American fleet
want - to - invade © the ‘Lebanon,
although it may not do so immedi—
ately. - They may act as-in Centrai
America  where they threaten Cuba,
Nicaragua. and end. by  invading
litile Grenada. They were only

- animated to do that . when an infernal .

crisis was produced; thal is, they
are very weak reacﬂons politically,
however iarge the display ‘of
m:iiiary force.

When Yankee imperialism has to
intervene - directly in the HMiddie
East, it Is a. conseguence of the
failure of all their political initia—
fives. If it had political support,
it would impose an agreement with
advaniage for iiself. Al the
agreemenis stimulated by the

.capitalist system and directlyyjby

the Yanks have failed. :The objec—

‘tive of dragging Egypt into the

policy of imperialism failed, plus
the policy of Camp David which
they buried with Sadat and the in—
vasion of Lebanon through the
assassin amy of Israelf also failed,
They invade Lebanon in order to
dominate ‘the ' couniry and, after,
they had- to withdraw as: they were
unsuccessful -in destroying either
the Palestinians or  the Syrians
because the world relation of forces
united in Soviel support -
prevenied the lsraelis going further
and utilising all theirmilitary power.
The crisis which developed in
fsrael aflerwards is the most im—
portant expression of the failure of
the invasion. The split in the
Israeli army and the development of
a movement in Israel which wanis
peace with the Arabs, in which the
Communisis = are preseni, has
weakened enormously the assassin
function of israel in the region, on
which the Yanks are based in order
to intervene in the Middie East.

The result of the invasion of
israel in L.ebanon has been an ex—
pression of the present world rela—
tion of forces, where the ‘impotence
of the Israeli military apparatus in
front of the Palestinians was shawn
because the latter have the support
of ihe masses of the world and of
the Workers States. The social and

_cising its power, sity of
the direct intervention of the Yanks

political - defeat -of - israel ‘and- of
Y ankee imperialism which supported
it,. has shown that the -capitalist
system cannot determine in the
Middie East, The . madness of

‘Begin is an expression of the crisis

of israel, a country developed as a
great barracks for the function of a
counter—revolutionary wedge, of a
military ‘base of the Yanks for the

“war-against the Workers Siales and

the Arab revolutionary -movement,
whichsees the impossibility of exer—
The necessily of

is also a consequence now of the
crisis in lsvael. ’

At the begmning, in: order ‘fo
mask the intervention, they invented
the - multi—-national force involving
the French, ltalians and the British.
These have been sent there aiso

* because they have their own inter—

esis in the Middie East; bul mili—
tarily those who decide are the
Yanks, and the others only remain

as a cover. - Now, with the
Yankee fleet in the Lebanon it is
clear that the others have no value

and similarly with the couniries of

the Caribbean who before invaded
with the Yanks. It is not the same,
but the pomt is vaiid o

Yankee nmperiahsm seeks - fo
justify its intervention because
politically it does not find support
in the Arab bourgeoisie; for example
with Gamayal who became Presi-—
dent, The Yanks believed that they
were going o manoeuyre him fo
their taste, and could not do it.
Gamayal has no value, bul ex—
presses the fact that the Arab
bourgeoisie sees that it is not the

Yanks and Israel who - deécide the
situation, and that the
intervention - of the  Soviels -~

through the Syrians - is decisive,
and hence they want to regulate the
situation without clashing with the
Workers States. In Lebanon now,
they can do even less with Jumblait
who - militarily has developed a
militia, ammed with Soviet support,

“which Gamayal and the
others, of themselves, cannot de—
feat.  This is the process which
goes beyond the Yanks and for this
reason they have to intervene there
directly and in the most desperate
form, as shown in the mutual ass—
assinations ~ the werk of the CIA
and the Pentagon. It is not possible
to believe that in places protected
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; with the most sophisticated techm—-
‘cal means, they cannot prevent a
Jorry with dynamite reaching its
‘objective.  The Yanks have small
“amms capable of immobilising ‘an
armed vehicle, and “they '~ have
electronic controls in order to de—

-lect the presence of explosives at

‘a distance. #l ow believe then that
these - massacres could. have been
made by“anybody else but the ;,Y‘anks.

Soldiers and ofﬁcers will come
to denounce the fact that ii was
their “own leadem who are the
assassms. “Atler havmg made
attacks “on each other and ‘the
French,they hakv;e now acted againsi
the Israelis. The se are crimes made
against themselves fo justify their
presence - in.front . of - the -world
bourgeoisie and the Arab bourge—
oisie, and fo impusea.more profound
military intervention. Yankee im-—
perialism is preparing a ‘coup’ of
the Grenada type, whatever the form
- aimed against Syria, Libya, and
ihe - revolutionary = anti—imperialist
process  in the Middle East.

The crisis of imperialism is so
pmfound thai, to prepare ilself for
an action of war, ihey confront each

‘other in mutual killing; and this is

not the way to prepare ‘war, because
the consequence is to-develop in-
security and intemal disintegration
which-the invasion 'of ‘Grenada
superficially concealed. :

Thus it is necessary foconsider
the situation in the Middie East and
in L.ebanon within this general pro—
cess, Imperialism is losing strength
and capacnty, and there is a sector
of the Pentagon which seeks to
launch war @nd to intervene to make
‘coups’ to strike at the Workers
States and- their united front with
the world revolution, because in the
Lebanon “the policy of Reagan ‘of
supporting Gamayal has no fulure,
Any agreement in- the Lebanon
begins with the withdrawal of the
Yankee troops: which is the con-
dition “the Syrians_posed,. but
also Jumblatt, the majority of the
Christians and the Muslims and,
before the aitacks, by Gamayal
himself. :

in this sense, it is necessary 1o
understand the function of Syria
and: the deepening of its alliance
with the Soviet Union. There is a
sector in-Syria which wanls to de~

Turn %o page 3 .




The function of the trade
unions is decided by the de—
velopment of the class struggle.
Historically, the trade unions
were considered to be represen—
tative of the. interests of the
working class in factory strug-—
gles. As such, they were con—
tained within these limits. It
was like this in capiralist coun—
tries and — at a later stage -
in the Workers States.

In reality, and in the historic
depth, the trade unions are in-
struments of stuggle which
developed within the capiialist
system in the whole previous
stage of the class struggle. They
sought to raise the living con-—
ditions of the workers, but this
was in the days when the capi—
talist system was developing.

In this stage of the total
world crisis of the capitalist
system, the function and field of
action of the trade unions has
been extended beyond the normal
immediate demands. Now they
make an intervention at a social
and political level. This inter—
vention does not substitute for
the party, but if the trade unions
do not begin to play a role in the
anti—-capitalist social struggles,
for the defeat of the capitalist
system — if it does not elevate
itself beyond simple trade union,
factory or economic demands, the
trade union dies.

The role of the trade union is
determined by the development
of the crisis of the capitalist
system, and one of the essential
factors in the crisis of the capi—

talist system is the existence of
The simple

the Workers States.
fact of the existence of the
Workers States .is the central
factor in the crisis .of the capi-
talist system. It is like this
even -on the economic level.
North American, British, Japan—
ese, German and French capita—
lisms have differences and

THE ROLE OF TRADE UNIONS IN THE PRESENT CRISIS

disputes among = themselves
which are the result of their
competition with each other,
through the market.

Competition within the capi—
talist system sharpens all their
internal ditferences, but it does
not alter the regime of private
property. Competition increases
but it is within the framework of
the system of private property.
On the other hand, the capitalist
system has a relationship with
the Workers States that is both
competitive and antagonistic.
The competition between capi—
talism and the Workers States
comes from the fact that the
Workers States do compete on
the world market with the capi—
talist countries — in the field of
technology, installation of fac—
tories, and the production of
commodities. But, at the same
time as the Workers States com—
pete with the capitalist system,
they also confront the capitalist
system in an antagonistic form.
The Workers States — the Soviet
Union, China, Cuba etc - cannot
simply compete commercially and
economically with the capitalist
system because, for their very
existence, the Workers States
need to defeat the capitalist
system. As this social antagon—
ism deepens, the function of the
trade unions in the Workers
States also changes.

The function of the trade
unions in the Workers States in
the stage of the Workers States
being born and developed, was
not the same as the function of
the trade unions in the capitalist
system, but it isn’t completely

the reverse either. The trade
unions of the Workers States
have to organise an activity to
support and develop the interests

- of the working class in the

social . organisation of work;
they do not have to overthrow
the state. Their activity is to
organise the system of work and
salary distribution. This is the
same as in the capitalist system

but with the difference that, in
the capitalist system, the trade
unions have to struggle for wage
increases and better work con—
ditions, whilst in the Workers
States, on the other hand, it is
only the organisation of work
according to the overall plan of
the Workers State with which the
trade unions need to be concer—
ned. They function in agreement
with the programme of production
and in conditions where there is
no internal competition, but
where there is still an apparatus

which decides the economy and
its orientation, the distribution
of salaries, and all aspects of
the development of economic and
social care for all. Recently, in
Poland, Germany (East) and

Bulgaria - in Yugoslavia and

the Soviet Union also — hundreds
of trade union leaders have been
thrown out of the Party for being
bureaucrats and for having rob-
bed the state. They were accused

of making plans of production in

agreement with their bureay—
cratic interests, and not in
agreement with those of the
people. In the USSR, they have
expelled 70 leading technicians
and administrators in fish export.
These ‘people had entered in
their books that ordinary fish,
such as sardines or anchovies,
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were being exported. In reality,
they were exporting caviar.
They ‘exported’ thousands of
tons of fish for which the state
only received one tenth of the
income. These people were
pocketing the difference, and
were expelled from the Party.

This sort of robbery and
corruption would be impossible
in the Workers State if the trade
unions controlled production and
quality control, This is the form
of class struggle which exists
even in the Workers States. It is
not-an antagonistic form of class
struggle as it is in capitalism,
because in this case workers’
control is aimed at impeding
bureaucratic functioning and not
to smash or overthrow the re—

gime. In other words, its aim is

to establish a form of control
which comes from the fact that
the Workers State still lives in a
capitalist world with a structure
of development, of relations,
with the capitalist system. This
means that if the organisms of
planning, distribution and leader
~ship are not conirolled, they

tend to become bureaucratlsed‘

and to come under the mfluence‘
of the relationship with capital—
ism. . This makes workers’ con—
trol, and control by the Party,
necessary. Clearly, if there had
been workers’ control, there
would not have been such an
event as 70 officials defrauding

- the Workers State by exporting

caviar under the guise of sar—
dines. The function of workers’
controf in the Workers State is to

improve the development of the

economy, of distribution and of
quality. :

‘Workers  States,

However, under capitalism it
is exactly the other way around.
The trade unions in capitalism
need workers’ control of produc—
tion, prices, quality and dis—
tribution; but, at the same time,
in order to attain this, the trade
union has to combine these de—
mands with the struggie to defeat

_ the capitalist system. The trade
unions originally appeared be-
cause of the development of the
class struggle, but now they
have to develop in accord with
the class struggle as it is today.
The class struggle in the capi~
talist s Istem today is in condi—
tions where the capitalist system
is exhausted.

Capitalism can no longer give
either wage increases, betier
working conditions or better
food without, at the same time,
adopting methods and introduc-—
ing conditions which immediately
erase the wage increase or the
the improvement in conditions of
work., . It produces a constant
deterioration and contamination

_of the quality of food, . for
instance,

The deterioration of the capi—
talist system is an irreversible
and - unavoidable process. It
deteriorates constantly, and one:
of the cenires of this deteriora~—

‘tion lies in the poisoning and
adulteration of food, of all types
of consumption goods and agri-
cultural production. The adul—
teration of food forms part of the
normal programme of production
in the capitalist system world—
wide. The trade unions can no
longer simply struggle for wage
‘increases, they have to struggle
against the adulteration of the
natural quality of foodstuff and
against the abysmal conditions of
hfe of the workers.

i condltlpns similar to those
in  capitalism existed in the
it“ would be

Yankee imperialism  invaded
Grenada, taking advantage of the
lack of political homogeneity there,
due to the lack of time and the lack
of Communist experience that
would have allowed the leadership
to discuss and resolve the problems
of the sirategy and tfactics about
how to advance to Socialism.
However, as the action of Yankee
imperialism forms part of the world
preparations of imperialism for war,
Grenada was selected for invasion
because this is the only place
where imperialism could intervene
with relative impunity, It is neces—
sary not to see this as the end of a
process, but the expression of the
antagenistic nature of capitalism
to-human progress, and its social,
political and even ‘military weak—~
ness. When it has to attack small
Grenada, it is because it cannot
confront the USSR head—on. In the
meantime, it will have to maintain
its troops there much longer than it
anticipated, and the social and
political contradictions of ipperial-
ism are going to deepen, particular~
ly in.the United States. Movements
for Peace are going to unite more

THE INVASION OF GRENADA FORMS PART OF THE
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL IMPOTENCE OF IMPERIALISM

to go hack to the USSR 1o iead the stance ‘Which includes a- denuncsa-

with the anti-imperialist and anti-
capitalist programme, even in the
United States, and this experience
forms part of it, ;

The whole world can see that
imperialism did not invade because
‘it was invited' by any one, but to
crush the process of social progress
which was influencing even inside
the US. It is the social competition
of the Workers States — the superior
social regime of the Workers Stales
- that imperialism cannot tolerate,
It is not excluded that imperialism
will intervene in other parts of the
Caribbean, but it has to fake
account of the presence of the USSR
through Cuba and it does not feel
the capacity to attack the USSR,
The whole world sees that US
imperialism is the cenire of back-
wardness and military mindlessness,

The behaviour of the Cuban
workers -represents the behaviour
of the soldiers and masses in the
war which capitalism prepares
against them. The Yankee army did
not bargain with the masses of

Grenada or the resistance of the
workers of Cuba. [t feels strong -
and is strong - only when con-
fronted with unarmed masses, But
it is lost as soon as it is confronted
with resistance. We render homage
to the workers of Cuba who have
shown that they form part of the
vanguard of humanity that will
destroy capitalism in the coming
war and construct Communism,

The dispute that broke out in
the leadership of Bishop must be
seen as the lack of the Parly. The
MIM is a movement, and to con~
struct Socialism it has to progress
towards the form of the Party. In
the Parly, the most complicated
problems regarding the overall
perspectives of where the country is
going, the relations of forces, and
how much one can advance, are
discussed as-
Lenin was the most flexible of
fighters, and used the German train
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in Lenin's time.:

Revolution,

where those who made the revolu~ imperialism
tion turned out to be traitors and Grenada.

It was not a case of tion of the conmvance of British

in the mvasmn of

agents, but a case where all the big ‘A position of pnncxp!e on this issue

orientations of the country and the

-plan needed to be discussed overtly

in the Parly and in all the mass
organisations. A Party was needed
in which all the opinions regarding
how to advance to Socialism could
have been openly discussed, 1t is
possible to take power without the
Party, but the Parly is needed to
construct Socialism,.

The task for the left in Britain
s to advance the anti-imperialist
struggle on the front where it can
advance it: in this country, in the
Labour Party and trade unions,
The positions of the right of the
Labour Party, respectful 1o the
monarchy and to the Commonwealth,
must be opposed. The left has to
adopt a clear anti~imperialist

is needed in the Labour left and the
trade unions.

British and Yankee imperialism
out of Grenada ! :

Britain out of NATO,!

For the Socialist United States
of the Caribbean !




possible to struggle against
them. But this is nof the case.
On the other hand, in the capi—
talist s Istem it is not possible
to continue to struggle just for
a trade union programme because
the characteristics of capitalism
exist in what is now the ftinal
stage of its existence. There is
no way of preventing capitalism
doing all this, because it is an
essential condition for capitalism
to survive. The law of supply
and demand and world—wide
capitalist competition is the law
which determines that production
has to seek the minimum neces—
Sary time to produce. This is
the law of capitalism, and the
one which is the most rapidly
. applied in this stage. This law
- and the preparation of the war
are the most applied aspects of
capitalism, and they are spelling
the death of the capitalist
system.

It is not a question of a given
stage but of a permanent condi-
tion. It is not one crisis, which
is going towards some sort of
regeneration. of the system- On
the contrary, it is a permanent
condition of the capitalist sys—
tem. . There are no foodstufis
which  aren’t adulterated, and
there is not one form of either
vegetable or animal produce
which can be said to be pure.
Inter—capitalist competition

intensities the search of
the capitalists in finding the
ways to speed. up the normal
maturation processes and those.
of production.  In the. interests
of lowering the cost of produc—

tion so as fto compete with the
other capitalists, they do all
this. ‘They have po interest in
the -life- of the .people, and in
these conditions of capitalist

functioning the people are being.

poisoned in various forms. The
people are - being poisoned
directly by means of toxic ele-
ments or by all types of chemi~
cals introduced in production, in
environment, into the work areas
- and by the injection of stimy—
lants into agricultural produce:

or into the soil, or the prepara—

tion of animals with chemicals

which poison the human being
afterwards.

Factories are being built
further  and further away  from
where people live, and thus more
time is absorbed into travelling
to work; the effort io go to work
becomes greater and the means
of transport diminish. -~ Around

~ toxic gases,

have to trayel four hours a day
in order to go to and return
from work: an exercise which is

naturally unpaid. Ail this forms
part of work and of the effort
which the workers have to make
and which is not paid for by the
capitalists. If the worker has
to spend four hours of effort of
wasted time and costs, coming
to and returning from work, it
forms part of the worsening of
work conditions. In a sense, it
is all a form of pollution. The
crisis of the capitalist system
can be expressed in various
ways. For instance, North
American, French, German, Bri—
tish and Japanese capitalisis are
the most powerful in the world.
They -all  manufacture auto~-
mobiles. Their production of cars
is one of the bases of capitalist
production, and the increase of
automation itself means an in-
crease in the ability to produce
in the least possible time. This,
in fact, means that for the capi~
talist the priority is to reduce
the work—force and sack workers.
At the same time as the means
to reduce the work-force are
increased, they develop an am-—
bience, work conditions, which
actually alter the organic func—
tioning of the workers; they

pollute the environment, they
increase the work effort of each
worker, contaminate the air with
increase noise,
heat or cold. In other words,
capitalism increases production
and its competitive capacity at
the cost of the worker’s life.
At the same time, the recession
and crisis of the system con—
stantly deepens.

There is an uninterrupted
process of recession and crisis
in the world capitalist system.
A very clear instance of this

can be found in the car industry. !
A very great crisis deepens in

all the car factories of the world.
Ford, General Motors, Chrysler,
FIAT, Volkswagen, Opel —~ all
in crisis: they are in crisis
because they aren’t selling
enough. Actual sales do not
decrease and there is an in-
crease in population. However,
proportionally, the sales - are
increasing less ~than before,
whilst they have to invest more
capital ‘than before so as fto
automate; this adtomation does
not mean any improvement for
the people, but simply a reduc—
tion of the necessary production
time. They throw workers out
and ‘
and include means of mechani—
sation and automation which
poison people.

40% of the world proletariat, the

proletariat of Greece included,

J. POSADAS October 1980

For the United Front of the Arab

and Israeli masses to expel

world imperialism!

for that they incorporate
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velpp the country towards a Workers
State together with the. . Soviets,
while the leadership of Assad wants
to maintain this alliance and not to
develop the revolutionary process —
but to maintainit in the limite of
bourgeois nationalism. This is the
cause of the conflict between the
Palestinians and the Syrians. The
Soviets have succeeded in estab~
lishing a military apparatus in
Syria, politically independent of the
Syrian leadership, and this is a
very profound blow at the Yanks and
at Assad himself — because, in the
event of war, what is ‘going to
decide is not the bourgeois interest
of Assad but the Soviets with a
sector of the army and of the
leadership who want 1o advance.
The alliance with the Syrians is a
necessity for the Soviets, even
with. the contradictions which it
brings, because the present phase
of the process shortens the stages
towards the war, ‘and imperialism
is intervening with this objective
in the Middie East.' The only force
which can impede the Yanks from
smashing ‘the revolutionary move—
ment in the Middie East ‘is ‘the
Soviets: not Syria, the Palestinians,
nor Libya. Otherwise the Yanks
and israel would have organised a
far greater massacre than those
they have already set about. But,
for the objective of defending the
revolutionaty  process and the
struggle of the Armab masses, the
weapon which the Soviets now have
is the alliance with Syria, and for
this reason it is' necessary io
maintain it. : o

At the same time, it is necessary
to consider the insufficiency of the
Soviet intervention in not having
seen again the action of Assad
against the Palestinians, as in
1976 at Tal Al Zatar., The Soviet
limitation which Cde Posadas then

analysed in order to contributé to

an clevation of the understanding
on the part of the Soviets for a
better intervention towards Arab
nationalism, is the non—promotion of
publiz political discussion on the
problems and to remain stuck with
agreement  at the summits.
From: 1976 until now, there has
been a very great progress in the
Soviet intervention throughout the
world, including having. succeeded
in establishing in Syria a military
aufonomy, which indicates that they
have developed a tendency in sup—

‘port of this. But, at the satme time,

it is necessary to propose a politi—~
cal discussion which stimulates the
mass organs, revolutionary tenden—
cies and, as a consequence,
removes -the opportunity for the
manoeuvres of the Syrian bourge-
ois leadership so that it cannot
commii the crimes which is is doing.

THE PROBLEM OF

THE PALESTINIAN STATE

The intention of Assad in the
attacks against Arafat is 1o control
the Palestinian movement and the
real revolutionary process in Leba—
non, because this leadership fears
that the influence of the revolu—
tionary process surpasses its own
objectives. Nevertheless, there is
a real crisis in the -Palestinian
movement in which it is necessary
to intervene. The Soviels should
have intervened more. politically,
proposing a public discussion on
the perspective of that movement,
and they should have done this
before it reached the present point.

Anyway, the letter of the Soviets '

against the intérvention of Syria, k

attacking the Palestinians, is going
to have a very great effect. The
crisis of the PLO is not the crisis
of the Arab revolutionary process
but ‘of the Palestinian leadership,
and of the programme of the national
Palestinian State - because the
only possibility for the Palestinians
to have a territory to organise a
state now is that the PLO submits
to the Arab bourgeoisie. These are
not going o give them a territory
so that they can organise a Workers
state, which will naturally be a
centre of influence against the Arab
bourgeoisie. In February 1978
Cde Posadas wrote a document
published in the Posadist press
called ‘The formation of the Pales—
tinian state and the world revolu—
tionary process’, which proposed
this discussion and the necessity
to unite the Palestinian liberation

movement to the general problem of
the Middie East, i.e. the perspective
of a Sociailst Federation of the
Middie East. If the Soviets had
posed this discussion on the objec~
tives of a Palestinian state, the
crisis of the PLO could have taken
another form, not that it could have
been avoided, ‘

It is not a question of opposing
the objective of the Palestinian
state but of discussing for what
and with what objective. There is
after all a Palestinian bourgeois
sector which wants this state in
order to be able to make its arrange-
-ments  ‘more  freely, while the
masses see it'as a means of eleva~
ting the life -of ‘everyone, The
present crisis is . part of this.
Arafat did not want to break with
the bourgeois sectors of the Pales—
tinians and the Arabs, even after
the experience of the invasion of
Lebanon when the Arab bourgeoisie
was an accomplice of Israel. As a
consequence, a crisis in the jeader—
ship was logical because tenden—
cies mature which understand the
necessity of posing a programme
which unifies the struggle of the
Arab masses, and the Israeli
masses, against capitalism and
imperialism.

The experience of Lebanon
shows that a fterritory in which
people can live is not enough.
The Lebanese have a territory, but
they cannot organise their life
because the inlerests of world im—
perialism are mixed with the local
bourgeoisie and impede this. in
this way, a revolutionary movement
in order to develop the struggle has
to understand this process, which
is the world process of the class
struggle. Any movement in the
Middie East, in order to have
perspective, has to develop an
alliance with the world strategy of
system against system - that is to
say, to ally with the Soviet Union.
And, at the same time, to under-
stand that the USSR has a world
strategy  against the capitalist
system and not a local stratggy. In

this work already cited from Feb—

ruary 1978 Cde Posadas said, ‘We
propose a Palestinian state but, at
the same time, we make an appeal
to the masses of Israel and %o the
masses of the rest of the Arab
world to show that such a state is
totally unstable. It is necessary fo
propose the problem now in a much
more elevated, more extensive form,
because now the Palestinians are
against the Arab reaction and the
unification of the Arab reaction
with Israel. Thus, the small move~

ment of Arafat is going to be

smashed and has no field for action
and is going to be a disappointment
for the Palestinian masses, making
them believe that they can have a
solution. It is necessary to dis~
cuss - this with the Palestinians.

These words can appear o be
prophetic for those not accustomed
to the ability of foresight of J.
Posadas, but the conclusion is that
this process can be foreseen. The

‘Soviets have not considered it and,

as a consequence, if ‘they have
progressed. ‘i their -intervention,
they have not had the time to de—
velop a movement more politicaily
profound, so to diminish 'the field
of manoceuvre of the leadership of
Assad, ‘It is necessary to help the
discussion within the Palestinians,
to orientate the crisis fo a con—
clusion ‘of political progress and
programme. The intervention of the
Syrians against Arafat weakens the
Palestinian resistance and, in—
directly, favours Israel and Yankee
imperialism. It is necessary fo
appeal for an end to the Syrian
intervention and *hat of the ten—

dency of Abua Mussa against
Arafat, as the Soviets have done;
and appeal for a discussion on the
objectives of the struggle of the
Palestinians., it is necessary to
discuss, at the same time;, the
necessity of . a united front now
against the principle enemy, Yankee
imperialism, and Israel which is
preparing to give a new blow in the
reg:ion against the  Lebanese left,
against the Syrians and the Pales—
tinians.. It is necessary to discuss
this in the PLO, . :

THE‘SOVIETS ARE ELEVATING
THEIR INTERVENTION.

Arafat does not have a precise
programmatic - intervention, ' has
concifiated with the most diverse
tendencies of the Arab bourgeoisie,
but is not an agent of Yankee im-—
perialism nor of Israel. He wants a
Palestinian state in  conditions
which do not allow it or which

* would mean submission to the Arab

bourgeoisie. 'This is the basis of
the:mistaken conception of Arafat.

‘W is imperialism now which can

yield nothing in the Middie East,
because any instability in the pro~
cess of the Middie East favious the
development  of the  revolution.
Any ‘agreement to cease fire in the
Middie £ ast. means the withdrawal
of the Yanks, and they see. that the
masses are going to intervene. in
order to develop anti—capitalist .
processes in the region. It is for
this reason that Yankee imperialism
has fo maintain a state of permanent
war. It is like the Balkans before
the Second World War, as Cde
Posadas analvsed previously. ‘

The direct intervention of Yankee
imperialism in the Middle East
shows how the stages of the final
seftlement of accounts are dimi~
nishing.  Imperialism is desperate '
and the presence of (its: fleet can
mean launching into an atlack at -
any :moment, even in a unco-
ordinated form as part of its intemal
struggle — which is ferocious as
the various recent killings have
shown in the Lebanon (of Yankee
and French soldiers etc). Thus, we
appeal to the revolutionary move—
ment to intervene for the united
world front against Yankee im—’
perialism, against its intervention
in the Middlie East and Grenada;
and against the instailation of its
murderous missiles. - The criticisms
which we make of the Soviet inter—
‘vention are to contribute to its pro—
gress as a world leadership, as we
have learnt from Cde Posadas. In
June 1976, Cde J. Posadas analysed

Turn to page 4
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Lebanon and the kinte'rveynﬂ‘onk of the

USSR:. ‘The  Soviels support. the
Syrians seeking the. least evil.for
a stage, without political claims ~
which shows a:bureaucratic: con-—
ception, ~ seeking to sustain Assad
against Sadat manoeuvring between
the Arab bourgeoisie, . to _fry to
maintain an equmbrium of  forces
and to contain impenallsm. But it
was a military and not political and
social calculation; it was soon
shown how in a shorl time Assad
used the Soviet force to intervene
in Lebanon. The Soviets should
have foreseen this, and they did,mt
foresee it — ‘because . they had
a bureaucratic conception, and this
is. going to have ccnsequenkceks
within _the Soviet Union.’  (The
crisis and !imitatlon of Arab natro-
nalism and the revo!utionary soly—
tion in . Le banon, 20.6. 76
J. Posadas).

" These ' consequences ' and the
changes derived from it were ‘the
analyses' of  Cde Posadas, “who
showed how the Soviet leadership
had progressed, and continued o
progress, in its infervention in the
world. In the present situation, the
lack of sufficient political prepara~
tion by ‘the Soviets lo intervene
can be seen partly through the limi—
tations of a diplomatic apparailus
which must be changed and which is
being changed to be able to apply a
new policy.. . in their intervention
now, the letier of Andropov to the
Syvians where he poses that Soviel
arms are notl fo atlack the Palestin-
ians, and that this internal. conilict
tavours imperialism, says at the
same time. that they recognise the

‘as
1secunty of the Sov;ets who have
intervened  even at. the risk of

PLO as the only represematlve of
the Pa!estiman people, and Arafat
its leader- . This shows the

breaking. the amance with Assad.
It is necessary o consader that this
amance in the present s;tuation is
very imporiant, in order to confront
the direct ‘intervention of Yankee
imperialism. R is a very great
political progress, which is going
to help the USSR to develop the
capacity and the cadres to intervene
beiter in the objective process of
the Middie East. Thus, even in the
conditions of war, it is necessary
to discuss all the problems of war
and not fo conceal the depth of the
problems in the name of the alliance
with sectors of the bourgeoisie.
This was the method of Lenin,
‘Trotsky, and the Bolsheviks — who,
in full civil war, did not cease fo
propose “openly and publicly  the
discussian on the problems of
social and political organisation,

It is necessary to appeal for a
united world front against imperia~—
fism of the Communist and Socialist
parties, the nationalist revolution—
ary movements, and peace movement
against  the installation of the
Yankee missiles in Europe, and
they must drscuss these problems.
They must mobilise for the with—
drawal of all the troops of Yankee
imperialism._from the region, in=
cluding .. France, . Britain and
Ialy. 1t ‘is necessary o discuss

the necessily “to appeal lo .the
jsraeli ‘masses for a united front

‘against the assassin function of the

tsraeli imperialist army, ‘in order 1o
organise ‘a- Socialist federation of
the Middie East with autonomy for
Jewish masses, the Palestinians
and the Muslims. But, so that there
may be a real ‘autonomy, it is
necessary to develop ‘the ‘economy
and the life of the masses, and for
this it is necessary to expropriate
imperialism and capitalism.” in the
liberated territories of Lebanon, it
-is necessary fo continue the prin-
ciple which Jumblatt has begun to
apply, of organising forms of popular
power, to extend it to the economy
and. to organise production ‘in
accordance ‘with the needs of the
population.

The:process of the Middie East
concentrates the ~world process of
the. class struggle, -and it is for
‘this- reason - that . small couniries
like Lebanon assume such impor~
tance. The objective of imperialism
is 1o smash -in-. every way  the
alliance of Syria with the USSR,
and 1o .change the relation of con—
crete forces in the region — because
on.a global scale it knows that it
cannot change them. -The Soviels
are learning to intervene.in a com-—
plicated = situation,  because : they
have, at the same time, fo bry lo
prevent  the Yanks -smashing the
revolutionary -process in the region
- with all the risks of war which
this means, -today much more than
before - to develop revolutionary
{endencies, and covrect the Commu—
nist parties of the region which do
not - understand  the process and
which still do not have much con—
crete weight, In general, they are
doing very well, even with the
deficiencies which we have posed.

15 10 November 1983 -

THE PASOK GOV RN EMTAN@ THE

PROCESS IN GREEGE

The.continuation of the ,Amerﬂican
bases.:in: Greece, although formally
with-a time-limit some time-in the-
future, is no surprise ‘taking inlo
account’ the “conditions of Greece
and the role ‘of the party o -PASOK.
At the same time, the refusal of the
Greek govemment through ‘the
Presidency of the European Common
Market Assembly, to sanctzon -the
abuse of the Soviet. Union-over the
crash of the Korean airliner shows.
the character of the present world
process,  where countries - still
working - within the framework: of
capitalism, in practice enter the
orbit of the Workers States, This
is characteristic of countries which
have a weak bourgeoisie and which,
in face of the overpowering weight ;
of competition from the leading
capitalist ‘industrial. powers, are
obliged-:to seek -relief from- this
situation by developing relations
with the Workers States. To this
extent Papandreou has continued 2
relationship with the Soviet Union
already developed by Karamanlis.
The latter associated in the early
fifties with extreme anti-Communism
and modified his pelicies to. take
account of the changed balance of
refations in the world and the need
for Greek capitalism to seek another
way than merely total subservience
to world ‘imperialism.

: Papandreou could g0 much
further than he has, particularly
gver the agreements over bases
with imperialism, as Nicaragua has
done at the very doorstep of Ameri~

4

can imperialismg

But the e!ements ‘

’ilansformahons
‘hases. remain in:Spain,

‘of adaptation to Greek capitalism
and the pressures of world imperia=
“lism. do not decide the evolution of
“PASOK, nor. does this intimidate
the -progress of the Greek masses
“who see the possibilities of aug=-

menting ~the - pressure: for social

change and permanently containing
the
capitalism,

amibitions of puny - Greek

The aspect that should be em—
phasised in the discussion over the

bases is not so much the limitations

of the. new agreement, but the much
more important question: that what~.
ever-agreements of this type-are
signed - with -imperialism -are- not

worth the -paper they are written on.
The limitations in the ‘progress of

PASOK, both in relation to ‘im-

‘perialism and the problems of the
economy, :
about extracting concessions from

telate to the illusions

imperialism without the mobilisa—

tion of the. masses, it is possible
to proceed to a policy of much more
profound
without being dominated by bases.
Cuba- is  Workers State, even with
the/imperialist base of Guantenamo,
and the existence of Guatenamo has
not prevented the advance of Cuba.
Similarly, there is no reason what-
“gver for the vac:llatlons of Gonsales

social - transformations

in Spain for a process of social
gven. it NATO.

The problem with- the leé‘dersmp
of PASOK and:of Papandreouis-a
lack of audacity through the nature

and origins of this movement, and

ultimétely through the eralier Iimi-
tations .in the KKE.and the world
Communist movement. At the same

time, progressive -measures. have
been  achieved. “Laws ~on "sex
equality,“abolition” of dowries,

“introduction of civil marriages and

simplification of divorce, some
measures  of democratlsahon of

“university. educatlon the shortemng
“of the working week to 40 hours,

and. removal of reactsonary sectors
in the trade unions: are -important
steps-in bringing Greece from back~
wardness, completing “bourgeois
democratic reforms and advancing
towards ‘other more elevated
measures, G

As the measures of the govern—
ment have been limited, cerfainly
the effect of the world recession
and the weakness of the economy
have not been overcome, with un-
employment increasing. Thus the
weaknesses of Greek capitalism
have continued, although now the
public sector already accounts for
60% of the GNP. Papandreou
represents a wing of the bourgeoisie
which wants to proceed to -make
changes and associate with the

“Workers States, but in-a gradualist

and - to ‘some extent - nationalist
spirit. Thus, at the same time as
seeking improvemenis, a central
issue is the attempt of the govern—
ment to contain the' proletarian
sectors, in particular by attempting
to restrict the right to strike in the
public sectors. This comes: from
the ~sectors of the planners and

Editorial  from pégel

context. The c:onfrdence of what are not central sectors of the workmg
class éan only come’ from a world balance of forces wh:ch is in favour of
progresss After ail, the NGA workers received no support from the TUC
or Labour Party leadership. In fact, as'a body, the TUC put ltself on the
side of ‘the capitalist state agamst the workerss ' This IS the s:gnlf:cance
of ‘the “TUC's ‘Insistence on not breaking the ‘law’. What they mean is not
breaking the capitalist law which allows the pol:cé" to att ack workers.
The*fact that the TUC ‘leadership fa:leo‘ to-denounce the violence of the
police: against ‘the workeérs is a measure of iis concl!lation w:th, and
defence of;-the capitalist systems The Thatcher team

reflects all the crisis of the capltallst systetns Lawson has to. reverse
the promises made by Thatcher in the panic election she called in the
summero Now tax mcreases are being proposed instead of the reductions

promiseds - At: the same- time, Pym, an ex-Tory -minister, acts as the
spokesman -for- a - whole' tendency of the bourgeoisie ~ Inside and outside
the Tory Party —that is.opposed to the Thatcher policies.. This tendency
is opposed because they: see that whilst Thatcher is attacking the working
class, damaging the social and health services, she is not:defeating the ;.
classs . The militancy and confidence of :the NGA workers shows ‘that the
working class is by no means defeated or demoralised. “The retreat of the
Newspaper: Publishers Association in front. of the national strike in the
major: capitalist newspapers - they sacked: the workers one day and took
them-all back:the next — shows- that it is the capitalist class that is de~
moralisede
THE: WORKING CLASS: IS NOT DEMORAL‘ISEDO
. ln fact, there is a considerable geoundswell of m:litancy on the part of
“the:working class, A majority of Ford workers voted in favour of a strike
— 260,000 for-and 160,000 against ~ and there is a threat of a:strike in the
shipbuilding -industry. This militancy -of the working class ‘is paralleled
by the continued struggie by the Greenham Common women and the ‘peace’
movement generallys- The events-of the NGA strike have shown that the
trade union.  leadership; as an apparatus, -and & sector ‘of the Labour
leadership are defenders ‘of the capitalist systems =~ The capitalist class
leans on this support because it.no longer has a force of its own. Progress
cannot advance very far with the présent leadership of the Labour move—
ment, and the L.abour and ‘trade union left ‘has to take this into account.
They have to take thelr own mmatlven‘ The ‘peace’ movement  and the
workers’ ,actlons in confrontmg the capitalist state show' ' the disposition
of the m‘és‘seskto struggle. . Another very powerful example is the fact that .
- the Liverpool. Labour Parry Was able ‘1o mobilise 30,000 people against
govemment pol:clesa The masses _do not lack either: mllitancy or confi=
dence ‘what they Iack in Ieadershfpo o : Akt

1 .In one sense thai leadership is provided by the Soviet Union and the

system of the Workers States. . In another lmmedlate sense, the Labour
and trade union left has to prowde that teaderships  Above-all, by propos—
mg a programme of demands which link: opposition to 'Cruise’ with other
antl—-capltalist demands. The campalgn against. ‘Cruise’ has to be com=
bmed wlth demands for the 35-—-hour week: without loss of pay,. all wages
fo rise with the cost of lzwng, that the level of health and social services

rs maintained, the removal of all nuclear bases, Out of NATQ!L:
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teclmocrats, from ‘Vthe attitudé‘_kﬁof; :
that take .a.

Papandreou . himself,
paternalist view of the masses and
fear the audacity of the masses

‘in .accelerating . the p‘rocess‘:_of

social change, Thus the government
speaks of its five year plan without
adumbrating the means by which

‘this plan is to be. realised, and,

without making its fulfilment being
made on the basis of the participa—
tion of the population. Without such
a participation such a plan becomes
the instrument of economic admini-
strators and technicians who seek
to work within the structure of what
exists, i.e. the capitalist market
and structure, and not at the possi-
bilities of an economy planned with
the objective of solving the needs
of the masses. The need to make
the population participate in: the
aconomy is still the principle fask:
to link the university with the
problems of the population. . The
policy of the government to use Co~
operatives on the land to help solve
the problems of the fragmentation of
agriculture, could be exiended fo
involve the population much more
in discussions on the future of the
economy, although it is the trade
unions and the parties which musi
help, partlcularly to stimulate mofe
popular organisms.

In order to stimulate the demand
for an economy planned for the
masses and not for the limited
vision of the ‘professional’ planners
it is necessary to develop a dis—
cussion that involves the masses
so as to place the economy at their
disposal < to solve the immense

backwardness of the communications

system; the isolation of the small
peasants, etc.The ‘proposals - of
the: - government to establisha ™
health service, and the suggestion
of a wage—price indexing; show the
possibilities: ofprogress -and the
masses tumn out to support Papan~-
dreoy recently in Athens point to the
possibilities of developing Greece
fuch more now.

In the recent NATO manoeuvres
in the Mediterranean the presence
of the vessels of the Soviet fleet
near Athens is an index that Greece
is tilted toward Socialism, not
capitalism; and it is necessaty to
facilitate even more the participa—

tion of ‘Greece in COMECON as a

means of developing the economy.
The way forward in Greece has o
be based on a united front of the
PASOK, the Communists, and the
other left forces.
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