Editorial

THE THATCHER GOVERNMENT
MUST BE THROWN OUT
ON THE PROGRAMME OF

"NO NUCLEAR BASES
-AN ECONOMY FOR THE
BENEFIT OF THE POPULATION

" The refusal of the Soviet government to participate in a New Year's
message with Reagan shows that the Soviet government is in process
of measuring the results of the Rekjavik meeting and the need to
deepen -the policy of -confronting Yankee and world imperialisms
There is no possibility of imperialism changing its c¢ourse towards
war. At the same time, even with insufficiencies In the leadership
of the Workers State, the masses of Europe find encouragement in the

CONTENTS
 Pagel  Editorial
©Page2 Atticle on Britain: J. POSADAS

Page 3 The situation in Sweden

Workers of the world, unite!

Order from

Monthly organ of the

REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS PARTY
BRITISH SECT!ON OF THE IV INTERNAT!ONAL (POSADIST)

372 ~ Sth January 1987

Subscribe to RED FLAG

v

‘ Cheques payable fo:-
‘W internationsl Publicationg’

PRICE 20p

V. international Publications,
.24, Cranbourn. Streat,
‘London W. c.2

Soviet Union, in the changes in the Soviet Union, in the role of the
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THE . DEBILITY OF  FRENGH
CAPITALISM.

The force of the workers’
movement following on the student
rebellion in France can be seen
in the Independent proletarian
intervention of the French railway

workers which have shown clearly"

the social weakness of the Chirac
governments ' The latter Is in pro-
cess of tying to realise the

‘policies of -Thatcher - in ‘France,:

and now has to.resort to the
policy of unleashing  the CRHS
against the workers. The workers®
parties in France have been total—
ly: unprepared for the proletarian
intervention, - but nothing has

diminished the - readiness of ‘the

proletariat to intervene wherever
there is an opporkunity to do $0.
This experience will undoubtedly
have effects throughout Europe
and displays once again that it is

incapable of maintaining its power
over the population. The Inde~
clsive behaviour of Chirac shows

the great insecurity of caplitalisms
Winning elections decides nothing
in thisstages

At “this' moment ‘In Britain,
capitalism is making a great cam—
paign: about the possibility of
Thatcher returning to ofiice for a
third term; as though- this was
some fantastic feat of capacity.
Nothing of the sort! The govern—
ment of Thatcherosaurus Is a
monument to the cretinism of the
capitalist system. It is a govern~
ment whose only .capacity is to
increase  military expenditure
submi:t to the Yanks, and impose
draconlan legislation against the
workers' movement to prevent dis—

cussion and ruin whole layers of.

the population. Moreover, Its
return at the last election, when
it increased its parliamentary
majority, was on. the basis of
losing half 'a million votes,
Such is the phenomenal ability
of ‘this puppet ‘government of the
Yanks, “which hastens at every.
turn to assure Yankee imperialism
of its undying gratitude for having
occupled ‘Great Britains ~As with

the -other governments in Europe
the ‘reality-is that only with the

connivance of the workers® parties
and trade unions -has It been

possible for this government to
continues

1t Is quite clear that as in
Germany the Labour Party appa~
ratus is terrified of gaining power
on the basis of a powerful cam—
paign -against capitalism. which
would make . them prisoner of the
masses., ‘Above all, they want to
enter government very quietly and
‘responsibly’s It is particulariy
dangerous ‘for the apparatus ' to
wage a struggle over the abandon~
ment of Yankee bases and the
termination with nuclear missiies,
because that demand goes to the
heart: of the capitalist system.
Hence the prevarication even over
a massive struggle within parli=
aments. It would be possible even
on a. parliamentary basis to fight
the ‘government much more con=
vincingly, but the apparatus does
not want this because the more
the discussion is developed the
more - the population would be
stimulated to:intervene, and also
avgment - the pressure on the
Ieadership, :

The Labour left, in order to -

accentuate greatly the strength of
its intervention, has to base itself
on the situation as itiis iIn the
world, - One of the objectives of

capitalism, and one of the forms .

in which the workers® organisa-

tions  were ‘structured in Britain, |

was to maintain the insularity of
Britain; Its ‘exceptional nature’,

and that the world had little value |

for - Britain. Hence capitalism
tries to centre. discussion as
though the election is taking place
apart from the rest of the world,
It is not! All the world of ime
perialism is in a process of pro—
found decomposition. The people

who vote for Reagan or Thatcher

or Chirac or Kohl are a minute part

of the world population. All the

rest of the world is against them,
and it is. this rest of the world

that should give security to. the -

Labour left to reject submission

to ~the blind .apparatus of the

Labour Party, which Is tied to-the

interest of capitalism. The Wor— -
-kers States and all the revolution=

ary - states, . all . the. exploited

masses. of .the world are. in.a .

united front objectively . against
Continued on page 4

French students against Chirac

THE AFTERMATH OF THE ELECTIONS SHOWS THAT THERE

IS NO CAPITALIST SOLUTION FOR BRASIL.

The recent elections in Brasil in which the bourgeols Ieadership‘

- of Sarmey won-in the majority of states brought out once agaln the

incapacity of capitalism to solve anything, "No sooner in office than
the new austerity programme shows the attempt of capitalism to solve
Its problems at the expense of the masses, Before the elections, as
part of its democratic face, the Sarney government instituted a price
freeze and, at the same time, a wage freeze for & years

The new programme of Sarney involves higher taxes on durable
goods, higher fuel prices, and. higher public tariffs. The object Is
the need to finance the huge public debt, l.e. to pay off the bankers
- at the same time, the fall in exports and a flight of capltal shows
yet again the fragility of the Brasilian economy in the world com=
petitive market. The new Sarney programme seeks to avoid problems
with the IMF over the question of the vast forelgn debt» The massive
popular rejection of these proposals, ‘almost insurrectlonary in
Character, mdrcated that the bourgeois electoral ‘success’ Is ‘a

superficial phenomenon,

The leader of the Workers Party, L.ula, has denounced this package
and in the new political structure in Brasil this party and the Soclal
Democratic Party of Brizola allow a more centralised resistance to
capitalism than in the past, The intervention of the Trotskylste
Posadists in Brasil, Ia;\]ing the emphasis on the programme of sociaf
fransformat:ons, is ‘a contribution to the discussion which develops

in'Brasil, Above all, It is necessary to pose the need to repudlate

the foreign debt, thus rallying wide support for the antl-—!mperialist‘
united front.




The process

The vanguard of the
British Labour Party does not.
see an objective discussion;
sees subjective interestis,

Party does not see anohjective

discussion. The vanguard of the '

British proletariat, the petit
bourgeoisie, the revolutionary
vanguard of petit

a tradition: of objective dis-

cussion or the method of scien=

-pot by human interests?
““would mean that in.Socialism,
The -
vanguard of the British Labour .

bourgeois
originsall these who do not have

interests in its orientation and
This

even though economic conditions
may have improved from before,
the conditions of the individual
have not?' We are the only ones
to have analysed the causes
which made for the development
of such counter-revolutionary
cligues (such as Stalin and the

Chinese and the Pol Pot leader=
‘ships.  Edit.)

tific purity in discussion see a . -

whole alteration and adultera~
tion - of. the historic truth.

They see that Trotsky does
not appear in anything; they see
that they write about the Russian
Revolution in the papers of the
Soviet, Chinsse, Freach or
italian Communist parties, that
these papers write about the
stage of Stalin but nothing is
said about his crimes. One of
these crimes, however, was ro
have assassinated the whole
Bolshevik leadership. But why?
The British vanguard asks why
they were assassinated.

~the teaching of

of the obje
dialectica

interest to interpret

sees the ‘present developments

in China; it sees that China in~
and  that the
s had nothing

vaded Vietman,;
Communist partie
to say ab i
being oppose

and above
ina. The

influence s the
guard because. it induces in the
vanguard “the notion “that there
will also be war in Socialism.
The proletariat wonders: ‘Why is
this then?' However, the prole~
tariat showed that it was in no
doubt when Vietnam invaded
-Cambodia because it saw that
when China invaded Vietnam in
that instance it was a set=back
for Vietnam, because the Chinese
were invading for destructive
purposes. Indeed, the proletariat
saw that in China they throw the
revelutionafies out and promote
bourgeois people instead. All
this is ignored in the literature
of the Communist movement.
They simply omit this discuss—-
ion. They do not present Stalin
as the murderer of all the Bol~
shevik leadership. But the wor-
kers’ vanguard united the two
things: the invasion of Vietnam
by China, and the murder of the
Bolshevik leadership.

The Labour vanguard réasons
and says: ‘What! Stalin who was
so destructive in history, such
an aberration in history, the
murderer of the Bolshevik lea~
dership and the assassin of
Trotsky...This is like the inva~
sion of Vietnam by China..." The
vanguard then wonders: ‘How is
this then? Is it that in Social=
ism individual interests are still
being generated? ~Does this
mean that in Socialism society

“But

‘only -an empirical

erests ~ and not.
tive, didactic and:

The British proletariat has
lived all this process and the
bureaucracy bases itself on all
these limitations .in the prole~
tariat. This shows that there is

-no such thing as the ‘specific

abilities of the British bureau-
cracy’. it is not so much that
the Labour and trade union

bureaucratic leaderships have a

capacity of their own, but that
they can support themselves on
this process of history. If the
Socialist and Communist parties,
if the trade union centres and
the leadership of the Workers
States started to divuige, to ex~

plain that Stalin assassinated

the Bolshevik -leadership, that
he murdered Trotsky and thar

Trotsky was not a traitor at all:

‘intel all -~ this would be different,
history, So the vanguard is left :

without point of support. It Trotsky was one of those who

led and organised the social,
economic, political and military

programme of the Russian Revo-
‘lution. Therefore, all those who

want to consider the ‘errors of

‘Trotskt’ have to discuss that it
was the Bolshevik leadership -
Bukharin, Zinoviev, Khamenev

and many others ~ who led the
revolution, who organised life
so that this activity could be

made. This is not discussed.

" Itis necessary to discuss the
first stage of the Workers States

in Europe when, in Czechoslo-
vakia, in Hungary, in Poland

-and in all these Workers States,

conciliation with capitalism was
immense. One has to discuss
even another previous circum~

stance still ~ the intention of

Stalin to invade Yugoslavia,
and when he tried to push Tito
into the arms of capitalism.
One cannot discuss in the ab-
stract. All these things are
experiences for the proletariat
and the proletariat has received
no explanation of these experi~
ences. How is it possible that
Stalin denied any relationship
with, and support to, the Yugo~
slav Workers State? Why did he
prefer Yugoslavia to surender
to capitalism rather than disobey
him? And the vanguard questions
further: ‘Why is it then that
Stalin acted like this?’ Such a
thing, therefore, as the invasion
of Vietnam by China is not a new
thing. Stalin did it in Yugo-
slavia, which he tried to push
into the arms of capitalism, So
Stalin would have preferred to
see Yugoslavia go back to capi-
talism rather than become a
source of disobedience or of
indiscipline and ‘confrontation
with the Stalinist bureaucratic
interests...

Al this illustrates the pro~-

in Britain, Stalinism and the
organisation of the left in the Labour
party.

kers State (Yugoslavia) whose
interests start clashing with
Stalin’s interests of monopolis—
ing Yugosiavia so as to impede
its revolutionary development.
The development of Yugosiavia
was starting to affect Stalin’s
reformist ~ conciliatory policy
towards capitalism: the prole-
tarian vanguard knows all this

because all that which is hap~
pening today is not new. It is
neither a surprise nor an in-
explicable situation.

politically. The Communist par=
ties and the Workers States are
progressing and correcting them~
selves on the way of progress.
This is not because they have
reached the necessary theoretical
and political understanding, but
because they are forced into this
understanding by the very neces~
sity of progress. And they have
to progress because any alliance
or duplicity - in the sense of
attempting to mix the economy of
the Workers State with capitalism

= cannot be tolerated by the
economy of the Workers State.
This alliance, however, is pre~
cisely what Stalin sought in 1945,
and this policy included the re-
pression of revolutionary tenden-
cies; but this policy can no longer
be followed. At the same time
capitalism, in those days, had a
certain force; it could develop and
grow to some extent. But now it
is no longer the case. Today,
capitalism has no means to toler~

The strength of the trade
union bureaucracy is not its own
because the historic nature of
the bureaucracy does not allow
it to have any capacity of its
own. The capacity for man~-
oeuvre which characterises the
bureaucracy finds it support in
two fundamental conditions
which are: a large economic
development and a small prole~"

J. Posadas ..

history, for the necessity to pro-
gress economically, socially -and:

alism has.all the
€ ch. the ‘war, and if
the -other capitalists. do not have
them, the Yankees do. And, in
such conditions, therefore, the
Workers States confront capitalism.
The Workers States prepare the
crnditions for the elimination of
capitalism because ‘they have to
do so in order to live! The Wor~
kers State cannot live with capi~
talism in any kind of durable way.
To live, the Workers State has to
extend itself, and it has to elimi-
nate capitalism in order to extend
itself. It is true that the leader—
ship of the Workers State wants
to conciliate to impede the war
but, at the same time, there are
better sectors in the Workers
States ~ political and scientific
strata - which do not want to.

An the military leadership there

are strata who realise that the
war is inevitable. They prepare
themselves accordingly, and they
prepare the masses of the world
for the war and for the elimination
of the capitalist system. But they

do this without correcting previous

errors and without ‘explaining.

larian weight. These conditions

‘do not exist today. Nowhere in

the ‘world 'is capitalism in de~
velopment. On the contrary, it
is retreating and disintegrating.
It is the proletariat which is in
development and in advance on

ate the Workers State - it simply
cannot tolerate it! Wl

- The Workers States.do not, kas:
yet, have an influence in Britain;
but they do have an influence in

At that time capitalism was not
in-the throes of the agony and ¢ri-
sis which it is now in. . This
crisis is economic, social -and

before but what they are doing

a world scale. S
. political, It leaves capitalism
with no base of social, political,
cultural, artistic or scientific cup~
port. It is all a vacuum as faras
capitalism is concerned., . The
capitalist system has both money
and arms, but it has no social
suppart -and no. social force or
perspective. And the process of
pressed the fact that the Bolshe~ historic development is not eco-
vik leaders were murdered and nomic: it is social. Even if the
that Stalin pushed Yugoslavia to~ economy has been fundamental for
wards capitalism in an attempt to @ Whole stage of history, now the
stop Yugoslavia influencing the-économy is s.tructured.and human~
Workers States and developing re~ ity is learning to live with the
volutionary tendencies in them, economy. And, at the same time,
They have kept quiet about the Capitalism sees that it has no
fact that Stalin wanted to push Social, political, scientific or
Mao Tse Tung into an alliance Cultural perspective. It sees that
with Chinese and North American it has no perspective of any kind.
capitalism. And they have also ‘
kept quiet about the fact that Mao L. Coe ;
Tse Tung refused. All this is  This is why the buteaucracy
ignored in the history of the wor- f:annot CODC“l?te with. capitalism
kers movement; and neither do the N spite of all its efforts to d? ’50-
Communist parties or the Workers It cannot do so because concilia-
States say anything about it. tionis nglther gconom}c nor mili-
However, in spite of the fact that tary: it is social. - T he progress
they don’t discuss this or men...'ﬂf the Workers States and the ﬂe-ed
tion it, there is a very great pro~ for thﬁ' Workers S?ates to exist
gress in all the Workers States necessitate expansion on the part
and in all the Communist parties. of the Workers States. And expan-
tion of the Workers States, in turn,
can bé neither military nor bureau
~¢ratic — it has to be economic
and social.  The historic an~
tagonism of the Workers States
with capitalism becomes progres-
sively more intense, and this is
why the atomic war is inevitable.

¢: In Britain, as in the rest of
the world, inevitably the prole~
tariat is progressing and ad-
vancing through  the class
struggle. G

The Workers States have re-

Even if these things have not
been discussed and conclusions
drawn from them, even if they
have not understood this previous
process, there is nevertheless a
very great anti-capitalist progress
in the Workers States and in the
Communist parties. When we look
at the Workers States and at the
Communist parties it is not to
consider what they have not done

--The war.is inevitable not be~
cause -one or -other: capitalist
wants it but because the capitalist
system — as a system - wanis it.
It seeks it and has need ' for itas
a ~system. o It =is possible- that
German- or- Bolivian “capitalism
does not express this. But Yan~
kee imperialism does.  And the
conscious -expression “of ‘world

now. We do this because the

~

is still determined by individual

cess of development of a worr

capitalism is Yankee imperialism.

countries which used to be depen=
dent upon British  imperialism.
This is a process which still
lacks . . clarification, lacks in
being explained, and lacks in the
development of knowledg2 of what
is happening. For instance, why
did the masses of Germany (GDR)
rise in 19527 Why were there two
uprisings in Poland? .= Why was
there another uprising in Hungary?
Such things expressed the tesis~
tance of the. masses (to bureay~
cracy). But this is not new. Why
was it that about 50,000 members
of the Communist. Party - who
were. a bourgeocis layer ~ were
excluded from the Yugoslav Com~
munist Party? Why was there a
‘cultural revolution’ in China?
What is the ‘Cultural Revolution’?
Is the cultural revolution necms-
sary in any Workers State? Why?
This has not been explained -
and neither has it been explained
why all this took place as much
in China as in the Soviet Union.
after the murder of those who led
the Revolution.

The elimination of the ‘gang of
four’ corresponds to the assassi~
nation of Zinoviev, Khamenev,
Trotsky. The vanguard and the
British proletariat have received
no explanation of this, and this is
precisely one of the strengths of
the trade union and Labour bureau
~cracy. The bureaucracy, how=-
ever, supports itself on all this.
It exerts a pressure against the
workers’ vanguard, against the
workers® cadres who struggle for
progress in Britain and who want
to eliminate capitalism; but they
are told: *See where Socialism
and the Workers States lead to!*
These cadres are also rold that
in order to go forward ‘you have
to wait for other conditions when
there will be no.more bureay~
cracies, no more bad people and
criminals®s . : S

Continued on'page 3~ -
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Al this forms part of the
strength of the bureaucratic appa-
ratus which one has to struggle
against. These leaders have no
perspective becauyse things are
not going back to the epoch of
Stalin, - They are going forward

instead to the elimination of the

capitalist system, And, together
with this, the process advances
towards the elimination of all in~
equalities, all forms of arrogance,
and all forms of adulteration of
history. The process advances
beyond a position of conciliation
with capitalism, because it is not
possible to progress without ad~

vancrng agarnst capitalism. This
is why the purest and most com=
plete revolutions have taken place
in Mozambique, Cuba, Angola and
Vietnam. There they cannot sup~
port themselves on remnants of W
previous bureaucratic layers in
_the leadership of the Workers.
States, because already these
remnants - as Vietnam shows =
don't manage to rnfluence any
mnre., o

it is: necessary to take account
of the fact that the development
. of this process is having a greater

replace - capitalism,

-exists.

effect, greater than before, even

on the Labour and Commumst
leadershrps., There are changes

‘in the Communist parties even

with their pohcy of adaptation and
even if it is not expressed yet in

-a. political form - which goes.in

the direction of making them want
to replace the capitalist system.
Not to change capitalism by force,
not to overthrow it; but, yes, to
There s
already an immens2 progress in
the Communist parties. Not in all
of them but in those around which
the masses are centralised. Here,"
there. is an immense progress.
France, ltaly and Portugal have
mass Communist partres, and in
these parties there is an immense
progress. On the other hand, in
the small Communist parties like
those of Britain and Gormany -

which have little proletarian
weight ~ a bureaucratic layer still
; They are bureaucratic
parties which are not preoccupied

with-living the process of history.

The Communist parties of Britain,
Germany and Belgium continue
still to have a mystical view of
history. They believe that they:
are the vanguard and re;resenta-—

The situation in Sweden.

The extended epoch of peace~

ful coeiistence between an

expanding Swedish capitalism
and the Swedish Social Demo—
There is no
longer any economic basis to
justify such a policy of con-—
ciliation: there are no more con—

cracy is finished.

cessions to be garned and: this
is going to exacerbate the crisis
within the SDP Ieadershrp which

ports, is inevitably polarised by
the necessity to resolve the
underlying . contradictions = of
economic. backwardness. in
their struggle to progress and
break awa h from the domination
of imperialism, -countries like
Nicaragua and Ethiopia gravitate
quite naturally towards the sys~
tem of Workers States, at the
centre of which is the Soviet

also has to respond to the pres— .
sure from the Party’s workmg-—-
class base. ;

Union.. - This advance. exerts "a
further  influence on the SDP
government in Sweden which has
always attempted to pursue a
policy of neutrahty while
maintaining its support for pro—
gressive movements ‘throughout
the world. The dilemma has been
brought to a head over Sowuth
Africa.. The other Nordic coun—'
tries (including Norway, a mem—
ber of NATO) seek an immediate
and total economic boycott, but
the SDP government here con—
tinue to procrastinate so as to
protect the extensive interests
of Swedish companies in South
Africa.

Swedish capitalism has be—
come more and more overtly
predatory and decrepit, exploding
the myth of its ‘social respon~
sibility’ by the recent slaughter
of the shipbuilding industries in
Malmo, Uddevalla and Gothen~
burg, the laying waste of steel
and mining towns of Lappland
due to closures, and the selling
off of almost the whole fleet of
Swedish-owned merchant ship—
ping. At the same time, the
dominant concentrations of ex—
port companies such as Volvo,
SAAB, SKF, ASEA and Electro—
lux, have ali utilised their record
profits to expand abroad where
there is cheaper labour and re—
duce their financial expenditure
at home. Moreover, the lack of
interest in industrial investment
in Sweden has been complemen—
ted by an increasingly parasitic
growth in speculation among the
‘sharks’ of the stockmarket,
which in the past two years has
produced capital gains of over
280-billion kroner. The disas—
trous ‘course of the process has
resulted in a colossal state debt

- and ‘Sweden: is now in hock to
- toreign' creditors on a massive
scale.: : :

As Comrade Pbsadas ‘analy—

The assassination of Olaf
Palme has without doubt pro-—
voked a move to the right within
the SDP leadership. In front of
capitalism’s cynical ‘vandalism
of basic sectors of industry, the
new government of Ingvar -Carl—
sson has remained notably pas—
sive at the same time as it re—
peatedly ‘confronts the masses
with cuts in services, housing,
schools, hospitals and wages.
Up to now, the trade union
bureaucracy has been in open
compliance with ‘these policies

this has not prevented over
100,000 emplioyees in the public
sector nurses, office and
transport workers ~ from coming
'sed, the process 'in Sweden out on strike recently against
moves through the world revo— the government’s wage restraints.
lutron and is nurtured by it. ‘The conclusion from all ‘this is,
Thus, - even on a world scale, clearly, that if capitalism is in—
there remains no firm point of capable of satisfying the funda—
support for any social democratic mental needs of the population,

then the perspective must be
‘middle way’ between capitalism
and the. Wor!"kers State. lr':rperra extended beyond the framework

of the system.
lism twitches spasmodrcauy ; ,
into some semblance-of life only . In the Riksdag, the SDP
in'its preparations for war, while: government is also totally de—
the so-called

.

so as ‘not to rock the boat’, but

" non—aligned pendent on the. votes of the
movement, which. Sweden sup-. Communists for it to -reach a -

tives of the proletariat. For in-
stance, take the recent elections
in Germany where the Social
Demozrats won. In Hamburg they
increased their vote by 3.5%. In
the meantime the Communists
lost §2% of their votes. From
20,000 the Communist Party drop~
pad.to 9,000, This is an immense
loss of votes, and for the third
time. ‘And.all this in three elec=
tions and only a few years, whilst
they used to increase therr voles
in the past! This loss of votes

for the Communist Party in Ger—~

many has a direct refationship to
the process of the left in the
Social Democracy, and it has a
direct relationship also

with the progress of the leader~
ship of the Social Democracy
which is adopting the policy of
taking their distance from the
Yanks. The Social Dumacrats
do not do this in the name of
Socialism ~ but rather in the name
of capitalism. This is so because
German capitalism clashes with
the Yanks. They clash in the
market, in the world process of
competition, where the VYanks
confront German capitalism.

The Labour Party apparatus

majority. This situation has,
however, led to a further parlia—
mentary accommodation on the
part-of the CP who have severed
all ties with the Soviet Union
and are now pressurising the
SDP 'to loosen its own links
with the trade unions. " The CP
proposes that there should only
exist a purely voluntary, indi-—
vidual basis for Party member~

ship ‘in the hope that they them— -

selves . will gain electorally
from this.  Such a demand is
thoroughly reactionary and re—
veals a complete lack of under~
standing of the decisive im—
portance and role of the traditio~
nally collective centralisation
of the Swedish working class
around its Party.

The other campaign launched
by-the CP at the moment, ex—
ploiting the anti—Soviet hysteria
in the press over the ‘fall out’
from Chernobyl, is to close the
twelve nuclear power stations
which now function here. The
L.apps have, for example, been
forced to Kill thousands of rein—
deer because of contamination,
but afterwards it has been shown
that high levels of radiation
have been found in the meat ever
since the 1960s due to the tes-
ting of atomic bombs,

~ The Communist Party base
alt their policies on the vague
aspiration that they will even—
tually be seen as a ‘democratic—~
aily acceptable’ Party in parlia—
ment, ‘but -in- consequence they

‘tend solely to trail behind the

SDP instead of objectively im—
pelling it more to the left by
showing, through the experience
of the Workers States, that it is
possible to break with the putre—
faction of capitalism. Further—
‘more, in a period of ever—
shortening stages towards the
final
this . means that a political
orientation towards the Soviet
Union is essential, not only to
gain ‘any clarity over ~where
Sweden and the rest of the world
‘are going but aiso about what

at the same time,
‘themselves in the Labour Party

- settlement of accounts,

is -not a power.  Whatever the
force the Labour leadership has
comas from-the errors of the Com=~
munist parties and of those of
the Workers States. The invasion
of Vietnam by China gives a blow
to the security of the British pro~
letariat. This wouldn't be so if
the Labour and Communist leader~
ships had explained this process
to the masses and given them
orientations. However, in this
instance, it is a blow because it
sustains the authority of the
Labour leadership in continuing
a. policy. of conciliation with
capitalism. It is not that the
masses have been taken in or
that they feel crushed and are
giving up; it is only because such
events are not any help to advance
the political and organisational
understanding ‘of the  masses.
This is what gives the bureau-
cracy the strength to continue
with the previous policies, The
bureaucracy goes on as before;

justa bit better, with more dema~"

gogy and some talk of nationali~
sations ~ but nothing more. And
it does not make much of an effort

.-to “nationalise,

But, we repeat, even in these
circumstances the British prole~
tariat demonstrates that it is in
the - Labour Party to construct
Socialism, It is not there to gain
improvements, and certainly not
to support the Labour hureaucracy.
This is why left wings constantly
form in the Labour Party. Con~
. sftantly, and with a certain pro~
gramme - important at times ~
for the nationalisation of some
important factories and banks.
But it is not'a progiamme forthe
nationalisation of " the whole of
the British imperialist structure.
But, yes, for important parts of it,
such as in the instance of the”
demand for the nationalisation of
the banks. This does not recur

often because they lack in secu~
- rity, they lack in theoretical and

political knowledge and becauss,
they support

on the errors of the leadershipof
the Communist parties, so as to
contain the pressure of the wor~
king class. So they support them~
selves on the bureaucratic policy,

‘equal.

on the bureaucratic leadership, of
the Communist partres and of the
Workers States. -~ :

We have been the only ones to
gi ve an explanation of the in~
vasion of Vietnam by China and
of the drfferences there ‘are be=
‘tween such an invasion and the
mrhtary parricipation of Vietnam
in Cambodia, No Workers State of
Communist Party has explained
this in order to give the vanguard
a notion of how to distinguish
between the two things, and how
to make a separatron between one
action and another. Among other
things, it is wholly justifiabie for.
a Workers State to intervene in
another Workers State when this is
necessary. Whether it is neces~
sary or not has to be judged by
whether or not the intervention
leads to progress.  You judge
whether the ones who intervene
militarily are leading to. the pro-.
gress of the Workers States. None
of this is explained ~ for instance
all those who criticised the inter—
vention of Vietnam in Cambodia
(several Communist parties did) .
have kept their mouths well shut
when Tanzania invaded someone
else (Uganda) And Tanzania .
intervened in Uganda openly. All
these people have silenced .all
this. And they aiso said nothrng :
when Cuba intervened in Ethoopra,
in Angola and in Mozambrque.

All the problems of thrs stage
of history cannot .be put. on the
'same plane; for they .are .not all -
They are. all determined by
‘the need for social progress. and
this is expressed in the. revoly~
tionary struggles. So the stance .
to adopt regarding -interventions
must be that which. measures
things according to whether. the

intervention corresponds or not to - 1

progress; and it must not be
measured solely. by the fact trat
someone —intervenes .«in someone .
else’s country. Inthe political -
parties of this stage there is no.
preparation to grasp this. This

is.what gives support to bureau~ -
cracy,. and this: gives the existing.
apparatuses  the - possibility. of -
differentiating themseives from the
necessity to advance to the Wor-

kers Siate.
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THE POLITICAL DISCUSS!ON IN THE SOV!ET UNI ON AND
THE NEED FOR THE LEADERSH!P OF THE CPSU-

Pohhca! hfe in the Sovzet

Union is inevitably mtenssfymg penahsm

despite the limitations in the
activity of the CPSU and in the
life of the Party with the popuia—
tion. The onset of the new team
with Gorbachev has seen a con~
siderable boost to the process. of |
political revolution with the mag-
nitude of the pu;gmg which has
taken place in the unions, the
Party, and the various Repubhcs,
The flatest purge in Kazakstan
which provoked disorder from the

offended bureaucrats is an ex=

ample of the uninterrupted process
of “partial régeneration analysed
by Comrade Posadas. At the same
time, this process is not linear
and the term ‘partial’:is tmportant
to bear m ‘minds

The probiem of the ieadership
of ‘the Workers State is that it is
superior to the leadershtp of
Stahmsm because it is not inter=
ested ;
revotntmnary deal with imperialism
and cannot subscribe to a new
Yalta, and has to respond to the
necds of the Workers State in im~
proving the ohjectivity of produc~
tion, “the ‘need to develop th-
quality of production and, above
all,“the ‘need to elininate the
totally - parasitic = layers of ‘the
bureaucracy who live off thr pro~
ceeds of the Workers State and

impede irts ~deve»!opm’e nt economi=

pohtxcauys Gt <

Atihe same ttme this powerfu!
process iof - regeneratson of the
- Workers ~State does not have ‘at
hand & prepared and conscious
leadership. 1t does not possess
a -vigorous Party life-with ~a tich
life of tendencies, and has lost.
the Bolshevik tradition of dis~
cussion. - This means that the
present-life which flows through
bureaucratic channels is fluid-but
Wwithout -clear expressions From
various.comments in Soviet publi=
cations it is. possible 1o see

various and frequently .contra-

dictory propositions, The violent
vituperation against Trotskyism
pubiished in the theoretical jour=
nal ‘Socialism, Theory and Prac~
tice’, attackmg and distorting the
Posadist attitude towards war, is
not a sign of the vigour of the

superannuated  Stalinists  but
tather that there is a very acute
process of discussion in the

Soviet Union,and some sectors of
the: bureaucracy are ‘frightened of
tepdencies in the Soviet Union
itself who seek a revolutionary
seitlement of accounis with im=
perialism. The recent criticisms
of Breznev in this respect are not
totally objective: it was under
him that the present process began
and the intervention in Afghani=
stan showed an audacity, as
analysed by Cde Posadas, t6 con~
front the nuclear war,

The top layer-of the bureau—
cracy is in a process unforeseen
by itself. It is not a revolutionary
leadership but because of the
pature of the process-it-is- pro—
pened in a wholly novel situation
and has to answer to the needs of
the Workers State, which objec~
tively must link up with the world
revolutionary process and ter—
minate with capitalism - which is
an obstacle to the establishment
of world Socialisme The latter

making a counter—

demands the hqmdatxon of im-
as 2 pre~ reqursste,

“The present !eadershm of the
Sovnet Union has-acquired a frea=

‘terconfidence in confronting-cap=

talism and, as-at Rekjavik; te=

jected the proposition of imperi-=

alism - quite: firmly, - -although
making guite unnecessary con—
cessions to the assassins-of:im=
perialism, i.e. notf taking account
of -the: French and British deter=
renis: efc.. Bul they lack confi=
dence.in making conclusions even
from: their. .own analysis .of the
international. situation.

Moreover, being a bureaucracy
- even if under a relentless pres~
sure of the Workers State - they
desire. to. .survive,... Thus. their
tendency has two faces. They
have to confront imperialism, they
cannot concede over essentials,

‘but they try to survive by attempts

at conciliating. Thus they pro~
pose changes in Afghanistan but,
in.reality, the.clock cannot be put
back. It means delays .in con=

= This ,agreament ‘was organised
under the pressure of the Yanks
80 a8 to justify élements in'the’
Southern  ‘bourgecisie’  saying
that ~ with the = ‘concessions’
British . imperialism weuld ‘make
in the North the Reépublic should
ljettison neutrality and join
NATO. ' o

* To do this imperialism put on
|ts most hypocritical face and

the “need to overcome sectarian
positions in Northern Ireland.

As we analysed at the time, this
meant a conflict with the Union—
ist apparatus but no gains for
the oppressed Catholic masses.,
in fact, this is exactly what has
happened The Thatcherites
know that the Unionist apparatus
- left to itself — is impotent.

They have only survived with full
force on the basis of connivance
with British imperialism, and
their only way ro defend them—

structing the Party .in Afghanistan.

and. preparing to form. a Workers

State there. In the Yankee attack.

on Libya the Soviet fleet withdrew.

No.-doubt they will. argue. that
nonetheless the Yanks suffered.a
defeat, But this is no preparatory
education for the process that is
coming,-

Moreover as yet they have not

- put themselves profoundiy into the

situation in South Africa, which is{
a bloodbath ofganised by world
imperialism, .. In the main this

team of Gorbachev seeks to gain

time by developing the economy of
the Soviet Union to compete better
with capitalism and thus influence
even fmofe sectors of the European
bourgeoisie, in particular. Hence
the . recent steps to -increase
Soviet export trade by allowing
Soviet factories the power to ne=
gotiate - directly - with Westem
centerpnses.‘ :

; The recent programme of the
CPSU and subseguent commenis
bring out two tendencies which,
broadly speaking, are now at work
in the Soviet Union. Thus there
is much emphasis on the old

slogan which reflects bureaucratic

privilege: ‘From each according to
his ability, to each according to
his work’, which is the bureay-
cratic way of saying that some are
going to get'much more than others
and the other tendency which
speaks . of overcoming social
differentiation and making Soviet
society more homogenous. These
discussions will become much
sharper because privileges are af
stake, but the process objectively

'aHows the -possibifity of Commu~-

nist equality. When they legalise
small individua! enterprises this
is not an objective necessity but
corresponds to the lack of confi~
dence in the Soviet team to

“oanswer to the new possibilities of

extending -collective endeavour.
It is not, and cannot be, a new

‘NEP because the conditions of

the sdviet economy have sur=
passes. all the needs of conces~
sions to small enterprises. The
new law is not a step backwards
in relation to the reality of the
existing situation, but it shows
the timidity of the Boviet leader~

ship over solving shortages elc. forces and. opportunities of the Practice’
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what remains of the impotent and
totally crippled capitalist system.

It is neoessary to be audacieus
and proclaim the need for soclal
’transformations, to support the

antl-—nuclear campaign -~ . Which
not only calls for the; reduction of
the Yankee bases but also for the
termination with NATO and the
diversion of reduced military ex—
penditure to other needs. It is of
no use to submit to. the pipe
dreams of the apparatus who wish
to actually increase oonvent:onal
weapons and so save face with
capitalisma The disaffected sec—~
tors of the petit bourgeois would
respond to. a. massive campaign
of the Labour left.. Thousands.of

Liberals ignored by their leaders

reject nuclear arms.

“Catholics

selves as an:apparatus‘ is to re—

launch attacks on'the Catholics
who - are objectively  the most

oppressed seciors in the commu—
“nity.

Thus,  Thatcher’'s ‘policy
can appear to be helping the
in - reality, the
SDLP apparatus with ‘its middle

< oy

© class adherents - whilst deing

nothing to stop the: policy of
assassination by the enraged and
impotent - Protestant . fascists.
The masses continue to. be op—~

suddenty became concerned about pressed, whilst the ‘conciliation’

with the Repubhc continues,

The Labour left has to de-
nounce  this ‘agreement’ as a
mendacious and vicious farce,
Even  when now capitalism is
talking of ‘reviewing’ discrimi~
nation against Catholies (all
ignored in the past), this means
fittle .in the circumstances of
Northern ireland where un—

The dispute over education has

shown that there are enormous
forces that exist which can be de~
veloped-in a left direction. The
tenacity of the fight has shown its
‘profoundly ‘anti-capitalist depth
even if without a representative
policy and - programme.

Today, a situation is develop=

ing in Bmaing as analysed by
articles which we reproduce today
in which a.revolutionary current
can develop. All the old policy
of consensus and acceptance of a
benevalent
because now capitalism is qulte
openly commitied to maintaining
the wealthy few without any means
of concessions to the population.
War contracts and financial spec—

of capitalism. Capitalism is trying

| Frehch troops out of Chad!

leaves margm
individualisms

is to realise their potential’,
In practice the Soviets have put
the weight on diplomacy. It is

The so-cailed “Anglo—lnsh” agreement and :ts
appl:catlon m Northem Ireland

emp!oyment and growing impover—
ishment is the lot of the popula—
tion, and there is no perspective
within capitalism for changing
this, There can be no Socialist
solution which keeps Britain
and lreland separate. Both
countries are experiencing the
full weight of the disorder of the.
capitalist system. It is not only
a question of a united Socialist
ireland, but one in federation
with a Socialist Britain,  The
Labour Party apparatus is going
along with the Thatcher scheme,
But the Thatcher plan has no
future, Entrance of the Republic
into NATO also means the grow—
ing isolation of capitalism in
both countries because, more
and more, a small sector  of
capitalism seeks to control the
whole of the bourgeoisie, who
reject this and thus deprive
capitalism of its extended class
basis, breaking links with petit
bourgeois layers normally acco—
mmodated within the system.

to construct a strong state appa-
ratus to intimidate and oppress
and withdraw or Jlmit democratic
libertiés, but this is a sign of its
debility. In spite of unemployment
and heavy blows at the working
population, capitalism in Britain
is on the way down, because It is
on ‘the ‘way down all “over the
planets A determined Labour left
canact as apoint of concentration
for the population on the pro-
gramme of an .economy for the

benetit of the masses, workers'
control, and the elimination of all

capitalism’ is fau,ngnuclear bases in Great Britain

which are not to. defend Britain
but to attack the Soviet Unions

4.,1.87,

ulation are the last preoccupation .

for pnvrege and are consxderable, The task now in the -world -and  the outgoing

social forces retard this natural
historic process, this ascent and
succession of social-economic

Thw fundamental problem in all certain that the mobilisation of formations wa proceed in a revo—

these discussions that are now the working class is a fundamental lutionary way’,

This taken by

taking place in the S oviet Unionproplem add the Soviets find ititself is in contrqdiction with the
is the lack of a sustained politi= difficult to know how to interveneidea that somehow it is possible

cal life with the population, a lack iy this, for all the reasons deve- to

of consistent pohttca& anaiys:s@
This often shows itself in the
absence of conclusions following

loped by Cde Posadas.

on qu;te smportant analyses, This

in a recent article on ‘Mmtansm
and the Working Class’, Pono=.
maryov writes: ‘Objectively the

Yet another amc{e on revo-—
lutions in ‘Sociatism, Theory and
says qmte clearly:

circumnafigate “around  the
problem of ‘inevitable war. The
Workers State is advancing pro=~
digiously, and whatever delays
and attempts even to retreat as
cerrain aspects joined with ad=
vances in other aspects, this isa
pew stage in the Soviet Workers
State -and.-will-promote-the re~

in the economy and, as With the working class to struggle against ‘But so long as irreconcileable encounter with- Marxlsm,

still unsolved issue of agriculture the danger of war exists, and they class and other antagoms:ns exrst

e



Editorial

THE ILABOUR LEFT MUSIST

ACT INDEPENDENTLY OF
THE LABOUR

PARTY APPARATUS

The distussion in the Soviet Union on changes and
democracy is part of the crisis of growth in ihe leading
workers state, The current Gorbachev leadership responds to
the pressure exerted by the advance of the workers state with
some understanding that the full intervention of the masses
is essential But the process in the Soviet Union whilst being
determinate in world histery is still partial regeneration
advanvcing under a leadership which still carries and weight
and  conception - of  all the  previous  bureaucratic
apparatus, Thus with good intentions they adopt bourgeois and
bureaucratic forms, Secret ballots which are now being

proposed for elections inside the Communist party (‘CPSU) 'are‘ ‘

essentially & bourgeois device -
In the same- vay,it is right and necessary for the

Soviet workers to control the wanagement of their enierprise:

but  not by simply electing the directors in secret
ballots,Bourgecis demotratic forms are alien to the workers
state The experience of the democratic forms compatible with
‘the workers siates - Soviet democracy - is all in place in

the history of the first seven years of the Soviet workers

state, The soviet, the organ «in which the mass discuss;

‘decide and apply the-decisions is the form of democracy which

allovs the full participation of the masses and is the form
necessary for the advance of the worker state on the road to
Socialism,The discussion of ‘'Lenin's testament which is
being reported in various journal is important because it
deals with the origins of Soviet society and the bureaucratic
degeneration it suffered, This heralds the beginning of a
~much - more  profound theoretical discussion -in the Soviet
Union, . . S o

The proposals made by the current Soviet leadership are
also designed to conciliate with world capitalism and yankee

inperialism, The same is true of the release of various
"digsidents" in the last weeks, and also the proposals tio

yithdraw soviet troops from Afghanistan,Of the latter, there
is some sense in the cease-fire tactic, -as a tactic,It has
-already had some sutcess with many reactionary armed bands
surrendering to the government and in driving & wedge between

what are purely local iribal anti-Socialist elements - and it

i these that have surrendered -~ and the hardcore of
terrorists linked directly to yankee imperialism, ,

However there is no  justification  for the
withdrawal of soviet troops, Vankee imperialism is intent in
having a base against the Soviet Union in Afghanisian and the

withdrawal of soviet troops will only serve to encourage it

in its intention,
INPERIAL ISH PREPARES FOR WAR

The soviet leadership still lives in hope that war can
be avoided by conciliating with yankee imperialism, This is a
vain hope War is the nature of imperialism and
therefore not be deterred,Indeed it feverishly prepares for
war The “Irangate” crisis is a struggle inside the leadership
of world capitzlism over launching the war, It is a fight
over timing essentially; to go for war as quick as possible
or to gain a little historic time,Constantly elemenis of the
“yankee leadership push towards the war with provocations such
as we are now seeing in Lebanon,The disappearance of Waite is
‘one such provocation with the yanks threatening to use it as
an excuse for military action in Lebanon which could lead
directly to nuclear war, To what degree Waite is a conscious
agent in all this is hard to say but objectively it is a
“provocation, Yankee imperialism has so far not done in Lebanon
what it did in Libya and this is because historically it
‘decides nothing but the intention is there Imperialise
prepares for war and no amount of conciliation will stop it,

; The Soviet leadership still tends to deal with
imperialism, to conciliate with it as if the capitalist
system. still had some strength, In fact it is in its total
and’ final crisis, It is riven with scandal, moral decay,
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- The Ge‘fm;an‘ elections ,‘:-Q a "majoir: defeat =

for European capitalism.

The return of the CDU/CSU

Lgovernment in Germany is, in

its form, a heavy defeat for
capitalism. Despite the refusal
of the SDP to fight a serious
campaign against Kohl, the
principle capitalist parties
have sustained a marked fall
in votes, Considering the de—
termined spinelessness of the
Rau leadership, the conserva—
tive forces did very badly.

'Not all the figures are
available, but apparently the
conservative turn out is the

‘worst since 1949, with a loss

of five per cent of the vote.
The Socialist vote at 38.1%

Not so long past an anti—nazi

demonstrator was - killed in
Frankfurt: when a‘ nazi- group
was - allowed to meet.  Kohl

has made noises about not for—
getting ‘the unity of Germany
and that Gorbachev was like
Goebbels. All this, allied to
the racism widely prevalent in
West Germany, has been deve—
loped on the basis that capi—
talism could mould a hard anti—
Communist position as part of
the ‘war preparations against
the Workers States.  But,
fact, all this has failed. They
cannot. organise powerful and
mass  anti—~Communist, pro-
fascist forces. Their ejectoral

in

good citizens.” Thus he re—
jected ‘any co-operation with
the Greens who, in reality,
expressed a desire to sustain
the SDP against’ the Kohl—
Strauss regime. ' Even so, a
programme of the SDP is now
against the Yankee missiles —
a reversal of the policy of
Schmidt ~ ‘and stands for a
programme 'of concessions to
the masses which no longer
corresponds to the directives
of ‘German imperialism.

' '‘But, to win over sectors of
the petit bourgeoisie, it is not
enough to'"improve ' the pro=
gramme. What is ‘necessary is

of the vote was stable but the fall shows the immense social a policy of active ‘campaigning
Green vote was up decisively Weakness of German capitalism, in united front with the Greens.

winning about 8.3%. The FDP
(the liberal bourgeois party)
received 8.9% of the vote.
The CDU/CSU lost about two
million votes, especially in
the rural areas and from
abstentions. ‘

for some time ~ the

like

occupied as it:is by the Yanks.
" The. SDP  is  seeing ‘the
development  of 'a powerful
polarisation between left and
conservative 'wings.  Rau’s
principle concern, like that of
Kinnock, is to limit the effects

« o , . of the anti—capitalist forces of
The Kolh—Strauss gang have opposition in Germany in favour

of trying to appeal to.a bourge—

‘An insipid electoral activity
witl hardly substitute for this.
As a result of these elections
the ‘left in the SDP and the
Greens - will increase their
pressure for' ‘social change.
The economic crisis which the
CDU/CSU have tried 'to claim
is. being contained, will be
aggravated in the next stage

‘| Thatcher creature — been con— ois ‘centre’, ‘moderate’ sectors. and the fall in the prestige of

cerned to adopt more rightist This was the justification for the bourgeois parties will open

positions and augment

all containing the forces of the new possibilities for a Marxist
manner of anti-Soviet noises. left: ‘They might frighten the left.

continued page &

© THE SPLIT IN THE CPGB AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF A MARXIST
TENDENCY IN THE LABOUR PARTY. RS

The downward spiral of the for= themsewe‘sy separate parties.

tunes of the British Communist Party section of the Party is grouped around

{CPGB), the process of

‘The process in Britain, Stalinism
and the organisation of the left in the

Labour Party’ (26.4.79) which is publishes its own newspaper and the gress,

its crisis the National Executive which is the
has followed the path predicted for it old Party apparatus, and the other
by Comrade J, Posadas in his text around the ‘Moming Star’

and the
Communist Campaign Group
Since the Executive Commitiee now

(CCG).

-One ones: a "‘eﬁi‘ocommunis‘t sector and

one that holds on to the traditional
line of the Communist parties, Of the
Party apparatus and its ‘euro—
communist clique, there is little to

‘be said except that they have no

value to the struggle for human pro-

They have foliowed the line

currently - being ~published in ‘Red CCG is a national organisation, it is of ‘The British Road to Socialism’,
Flag'. The CPGB has seen its mem~ Clear that there are now virtually two the line of conciliation with capita~

bership drop from tens of thousands distinct Communist parties in Britain. lism to its final conclusion, and have

tq a few thousand,  its- influence ; : , .. become bourgeois radicals - and not
diminish, and internal strife growing,  The political divisions between the very radical at that! They are, in
which has resulted in the expulsion two sectors of the Party have taken a effect, SDP ‘mark 2 and nothing m'ore,
of many leading members. It is now Similar form to those in many other Their journal ‘Marxism Today' could
virtually two separate organisations, Communist parties in the capitalist well. be "ealled *Social ‘Democracy
even if they do not formally call Countries, particularly the smaller " continued page 4
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.T he expulsion of Nixon and the bellicose plans

of Yankee imperialism.

The liguidation of Nixon is an accelerated step towa rds wat
which does not mean that the war is accelerated immediately, It
means that imperialism is preparing to decide. Precisely for this
reason the three candidates for the vice presidency are all candidates
for war: the petroleum, steel and armaments interests, They need
and are seeking to have their hands free in relation to the policy of
‘detente’, which will be less and less detente, and at the same time
to be ready for war. However, they are not able to decide the stages,
It is for this reason that we have the liquidation of Nixon, with all
necessary honours so that he takes the money and goes w ith the
accusation of something rather sordid, so he goes but not as an
enemy.

The fall, the liquidation of Nixon, his successor and the trio of
vice presidents, shows that the CIA is the one that governs the USA
and decides the conditions at any moment or to impose their inter~
vention on the Soviets, : = o

The internal resistance in the
United States will be very great
because the other sector of the
bourgeoisie will see that this

sector wants the war, while they

want to continue the experience
with the Soviet Union, with the
Workers States. There will be an
enormous struggle beiween them,
and this will provoke a concen~—
tration of power in a few hands to
be able to decide the ‘conditions
for the war, and at once. Ten days
before, at the same time as the
report of the Breznev—-Marchais
meeting, there was an editorial of
Pravda which said: ‘The war is
possible,' A direct calculation
from ‘these facts foreseein
liquidation of Nixon,

Yankee imperialism is. at the
head  of  world capitalism, the
example and the guide, . When
there is the fall of a president and
the nomination of another who is
not elected but chosen by them=
selves this means the most com=
plete reduction, When all these
other capitalist countries accept
this situation it means, independ~
ently of whoever may be the new
president, that they accept and
applaud-the function for which the
new president. has been chosen,
They do.not recognise that Nidon
has  been removed through the
Watergate affair; no one refers to
this, and no one refers concretely
to what Watergate is about, Al
the capitalist countries of the
world approve and stimulate Yan~
kee imperialism, so that it may
take the necessary measures to
curb .the revolution, .to curb the

Workers- States, - Otherwide  the
fall of ~Nixon makes no sense.

- What had Nixon done ‘to "be
thrown out? Watergate, Where is
the ‘trial over this fact? ~“Was not
Vietnam worse? . The. massacre
made in Vietnam is certainly much
worse than Watergate, Certainly
the strong pressure- derives from
the danger of a military coup or of
a dictatorship. They did it in
this way because there was the
possibility of a military coup.

When they expelled Nixon
world capitalism sang like a
chorus, they are accomplices of
all this which they present as a
necessity  because

yesterday he was applauded by
all - and the capitalist states
are behind the new -leader who
prepares the atomic war, They
see clearly that in Germany, in
France, in {taly, in -Britain, and
in: Belgium, they have no other
way out; they cannot come out of
this situation in the normal way,
Té\e bomb of the fascists in the

g the

‘he was a .
person who told lies' ~ even if

{talian train is the bomb with
which they liquidated Nixon. It is
the same thing! The expulsion of
Nixon resolves what the bombs in
Italy cannot resolvw: a strong
government, a secure - solution,
the war. All capitalism associates
itself with this, They conceal
this and come out with the biggest
lies. They write about a ‘demo~
cratic conclusion’s ‘Look, they

‘have changed the government in a

democratic way!" Lies. But this
bum Ford was not elected by any
one,  They chose him. He was
chosen after they got rid of Agnew
who was vice president,

These are the same people who
massacred in Vietnam, in Latin
America, .in the Middle East,
They are the same creatures who
hide the assassinations in Leba~
non organised by the Israelis who
hurl bombs and kill hundreds of
people,  These are the same
people who massacred thirty five
children in one school - also
Israeli = to justify the war. How
then is it possible to believe
that capitalism can associate it~
self with a democratic event? |s
is not democratic.” It is to cut in
halfa president who answers to a
sector of -the . bourgeoisie that
wanted advance in the economy
and to gain time with the Soviets,
Nothing more, He'was a president
who made a defined policy and
whom the Soviets saw. as the least
evil, Now a president is nomina~
ted with a capacity for anything,
This shows that capitalism rea~
lises that it is entered on a crisis
which it cannot resist and a com=
plete crisis  also in Europe,

In ltaly, France, Belgium, Bri
tain and Germany, capitalism is in
crisis, nothing functions well,
They are completely besieged.
They try to make fascism, they
throw bombs, massacre, and they
have lost. The masses are not
afraid and they realise that they
are-losing politically in the elec~
tions, losing, losing, losing. Now
they seek a solution together
which can render a certain faith
in capitalism; and that faith is a
president ‘capable of whatever is
required’s So they kitl one and
nominate another ~ vice president
Rockefeller or another,

For capitalism this means a
problem, measures which must be
taken over a space of years, They
have done the same thing with
Kennedy., He was killed to pre~
vent a stablisation of a dialogue
with ‘the Soviets, Then, as it
happens, it is-also a warning to
the Soviets. ~ It does not mean
necessarily that the war will come
now, It means ‘beware’ to the
Soviets that imperiatism is ready

J. Posadas.

We are publishing this article of Cde Posadas on the Watergating of Nixon
becasse it has a striking relevance to the new crisis of the Presidency of Rea—
gan. The crisis over Reagan is even more severe now than with Nixon. The
latter came to represent forces in capitalism which wished to proiong the pro—
cess by deals with the Soviets. This new crisis is between two sectors of the
war tendency, one of which was prepared to risk Rekjavik and try to blackmail
the Soviets with SDI and the other which was against any discussions and is
concerned only to augment the atmosphere of militarism and threats.

to go to war and wants to force
them to yield,

The speech of Nixon on his
removal was that of someone wheo
did not believe that he deserved
to be thrown out.If Ford continues
the same policy, why have they
not thrown him out? Al those
who are being nominated now are
anti-Soviet, while Nixon made the
policy of detente. It was a parody
but he tried to contain the process
and to trade with the Workers
States - and to lengthen the period
preceding the war. Butf the CIA
sees that their preparation
gscapes ~control and pro-
vokes the revolution throughout
@he world. It advances in Greece, -
in_ Portugal, now in Spain and
Turkey, while they lose control,

{f Nixon has to be accused of
a felony which he caused then
he should resign and it is finished
But the principle objective is
simply to be able to nominate a
president capable of doing any-
thing that is closer to the deci~
sions of the military team. This
is equivalent to the idea of the
‘coup d'etat’s A Soviet journal
affirmed the possibility of an
event of this type.

No one confronts this problem
of the expulsion of Nixon. The
guestion of the intercepied tele~
grams does not justify this action.
The foreign policy, the economic
policy, nor the economic situation
have not been judged. Thus, the
reasons for the removal of a pre~
sident have nof been raised. The
bourgeoisie are not interested if
a president has a phone-tap
phone, but what is the nature of
his economic or world policy -

and, in this case, fundamentally
the policy with the Workers States,
On this theme there is nof a single
word despite the fact that all
those whe are substituted for
Nixon are from the CIA, They
leave Kissinger to make believe
that they will continue the same
policy and to calm the Soviet
Union so that it does not appear
in opposition. But how long
Kissinger will last is another
matter, uniess Kissinger changes
his policy, because he represents
none other than the policy which
they order him to make, It is a
journey of the dead who risks his
own funeral, Hence world capi-
talism celebrates Nixon is gone,
good democracy triumphs’. What
does democracy mean?  What
programme? What poligy?  World
capitalism is in complicity with

Yankee imperialism which seeks process to accelerate the prepara~
to govern more decisively to con~ tions of a war. It shows the crisis

tain ‘the revolutionary process.

What is happening in the Dutch
army is very clear: the soldiers
have achieved trade union and
political organisation which risks
calling into guestion the mono~-
lithic functioning of the army,
The Dutch army is not any army,
but an army of imperialist origin.
it is the same with the Portuguese
army. This is to demonstrate the
inftuence of the revolution in the
armies which before exercised an
imperialist function, It shows the
great opportunities which are pre-
sented to the Communist parties
and -to the Workers States, If
there is a war the revolution will
develop throughout the world,

In his  -intervention Nixon
maintains the agreements with the
Workers states, with the Soviet
Union and with the other coun~
tries, But, as regards Ford, the
only thing that one knows is that
he played rugby. Big business
cannot have just any president,
and the presidency of the United
States is the great financial
houses, armaments, oil and steel,
These determine the economy of
the United States because they
possess the money which decides
the economy. These are the ones
who choose the president, and
théy dumped Nixon for political
and economic reasons. They do
not say .anything byt
‘Watergate'. This means that the
policy of Nixon favoured another
sector of the bourgecisie, and for

this reason supported himself on
the Workers States, The Soviel
Union in the last elections
favoured Nixon because Nixon
guaranteed this policy, and the
opposition was stimulated by high
finance to a policy of war directly,

The Soviets hoped that Nixon
might be able to resist right to the
end of the year. Instead, after
Cyprus, everything was concluded
in a week. After Cyprus, every
thing happened like a boomerang,

The intervention of the Soviet
Union in Cyprus accelerates the
conclusions because imperialism
understands that the Soviet Union
will go beyond the usual norms
and has declared that the war is
possible. Cyprus shows that
imperialism does not have the
strength of decision, Everything
comes to grief ~ Cyprus, Pertugal,
Spain and Turkey. It is a process
in-{ Which the control of the world

escapes ‘. them and, at the
same time, the fevolutionary world
process increases, Then it is

necessary to understand that itis
pnot a war now, but an accelerated

of Yankee imperialism which can-

-not resolve the problems as was

done before now, and not even
with a military coup or a sub-
stitution. They are forced {o show
themselves in front of the world
as very weak,

The reason for all this is that
they want to-give moreconfidence
to capitalism to confront the prob—
lem and the development of the
revolution, even if by themselves
they cannot choose the road. They
are obliged to take measures ina
brutal manner — and they are mea~
sures which afterwards they can~
not control and which can have
results  not entirely foreseen,
They would have preferred a
fascist coup in ltaly or France,
but things ‘went badly for them. -
The imasses have impeded them.
Everywhere imperialism is ready
for changes: perhaps they will not
be immediate, but they are pre=~
paring for war. Since the period of
Kennedy it has been the same,
and eleven years have gone by.
Kennedy was assassinated be-
cause he did not continue withe.
and eleven years went by (text
obscure), - This shows that the
opposition in the United States is
very strong, and these people have
had to.remove a vice president to
arrange for him to be replaced by
someone else,

simply

it is necessary to expect the

conclusions of the Soviets who

will respond in the same manner,
There will-be an internal struggle

among the Soviets, The fall of
Nixon ccured  at the moment
in. which the Soviets were con~

sidering the possibility of a presi~
dent that might make concessions

ro prevent a sector of the Soviet
army with a harder policy entering
the arena,

Nixon has been liguidated, but
the revolution advances through
out the world; the anti-imperialist
front advances from Latin America;
there is the advance in the Middle
East, and quite consciously in a
direct and an indirect manner from
Algeria, and where Italy also
weighs quite a lot. The workers’
movement is advancing; capitalism
understands' that it is impossible
to stop it, and then prepares the
war. This is a preparation of war
even if it will not be tomorrow not
the next month nor the next year:
any way this is a preparation of
the war,  They would have made
the war before, but they have been
forced to restrain themselves:
and when the Soviets pronounce
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‘the war is possible’ it is also'progress of the anti-capitalist
because they see that it really is struggle. It is not true that what
possible. |t means the concen~ has happened is a triumph of
tration of power in the hands of democracy; it is a coup made by
those who decide the war, high finance, They have made a
‘ president fall, and they nominated

The fall of Nixon ~ not the a vice president whom nobody had
resignation, the fall is anchosen except them. This they
aspect of the crisis of North will have a president or vice
American capitalism which is president chosen from high finance
debating between launching the Where is democracy? These are
war or going forward o an agree— not democratic rights.
ment with the Soviets, withright of the big consortiums which,
detente. Thus, as this promotes under the name of democracy, take
a concentration of power in the the decisions. 1t is not necessary
hands of those who decide the war, to expect that imperialism can

they promote in the Communistrespect the rights of the masses. |

parties those people who see the These are the same assassins of
war instead of those people whoVietnam. This new president is
would wish to avoid if, who are a leader among the assassins of
afraid, It means having the hands Vietnam, of the invasion of Asia,
free for the sectors which under~ Africa and Latin America, racist
stand that it is not a question of and anti—-democratic. ‘Where is the
respecting democracy but of whotriumph of democracy? When the
decide ‘the war, We enter into anjournals say that it is a triumph of
acute phase which will not be ex-
pressed immediately: apparently
it seems that Ford will visit

China. He will go to China tod AR
make the petit bourgeoisie of thedemocracy.  Instead, it is big
business which takes = conirol

United States and wor!d»wided. TS ;
believe that he is the bearer of adirectly. It is the way of organ=~

policy of detente, of agreement;'Sing @ coup d’etat.
but he will go also to seek to be
able to use to the maximum the
Sine~Soviet differences which will
be one of the fundamental indices
to decide on the war,

democracy they are telling lies,
deceiving the petit bourgeoisfe,
and making believe that this is

it is necessary to appeal for the
develppment of a united front in
Europe to create governments of
the left, ~worker and peasant

A transcendent historical fact goyernments, a programme for the |

like this demonstrates the differ~ siaification of the principle

ences between the Communist soyrces of production and finance,
pames ‘Wthh, as regards th‘e to weaken and break capitalist
resignation of Nixon, close their power. They will seek to rein-
eyes ~ as they close their eyes foce to make capitalism recover
in every country in front of the j, 'tiont of the worker masses.
possibility - of taking powers jy g necessary to expel NATO
They close their eyes in orderon gurope, the North American
not to see the risk, the danger presence throughout Europe and
and the threat of a war which i ype worid, This shows the weak-
the meaning of this change. They ges of capitalism, which is pre—
are afraid of drawing such con= porins for more concrete actions
clusions.  Instead, the Sovielznq ‘more central actions
Union and the CPSU are conscious which shows how :
of the reality, even if they don’t
say so openly. They understand
that the possibility of the war is
accelerated, It is necessary to

this situation.

to persuade, to convince,
demonstrate that this is a step from Europe and from the world.

the war now, The Communist of struggle for a government of the
parties do not all have the same feft, with a programme of statifi-
view-points, which shows the cations of the principle sources of
?r:z:rress,g %;.SdeYﬁ‘?DmdBT and production and exchange. This
, o This will lead to con— js the ion:
flict with the Workers States e o hragranmo. of
with the Soviet Union, and this ists, Communists, trade unionists,
will oblige all the parties to unite left Catholics and the nationalists.
~ not that the Soviets will make This is the object, which it is
the war or will explain it. They necessary to push forward, It is
will seek to impede it, making also necessary to call for the
concessions, alliances, adjusting unification of China=~Soviet Union
things here and there with one or and of all the Workers States to
other sector of capitalism.. foresee the measures which capi=
The Communist parties, the talism maytakein the acceleration
Socialist parties must demand the of the preparations for a war,
united front, a policy of a united
front with the programme for the J+ POSADAS 9.8.74

From page 1

Yesterday' ~ and, as such, is now blow to the progress of humanity and
perfectly acceptable to capitalism. the struggle for Socialism. It is
In many ways the CCG and the Simply part of the crisis of all the
‘Morning Star' groups the best ele~ bureaucratic  apparatuses of ‘the
ments of the old CPGB., They favour Workers’ movement, It is a direct
the Soviet Union as the leading result of the process of partial
Workers State, they maintain an regeneration in the Soviet Union and
understanding of the historic role of the crisis of the apparatus of the
the working class and the importance British trade unions to which the old
of the process in the Labour Party, CPGB was so closely linked,

The other crew have written off the

working class and are violently ~ The group that now functions
critical of the Soviet Union. In this around the ‘Morning Star’ is some~
context, the move of Sue Slipman from
a leading position in the YCL (Young )
Communist League) directly to the struggle and, more importantly, does
Liberal/SDP Alliance was simply a transmit something of the progress of
move from one set of social democrats the Soviet Union and something of its
to another with better career prospects, ‘

This crisis of the CPGB is not a continued page 4

It is the

but
weak it is.:
Then it is necessary to profit from

¢ _ : / fn Europe it is necessary to |
discuss in the Communist parties, make 2 policy of the expulsion of :

to imperialism, to throw out NATO

and a ynited front between the Social- |

thing of an improvement, in as much |
as it does ‘support the workers' |

The crisis in the Chinese leadership and the
need for the political intervention of the

Soviet Union.

These demonstrations of the
Chinese students were characterm
ised only by general political
statements for more ‘democracy’
and ‘liberty’, There was no
criticism of the disastrous effects
of the Deng ‘reforms’, nor any ¢xe
pression of solidarity with the
workers and peasants of China
who have to put up with inflation,
unemployment and lack of direc
tion in the economy and total lack
of democracy for them to discuss.
The Party apparatus, in tface of the

interventions, was obliged to
resort to Marxist thinking and
poknt out that Socialist democracy
is not the same as bourgeois
democracy, At the same time, the
apparatus was also concerned that
demonstrations of this type could
well provoke a reaction in the
population and cause workers and
the dreaded leftists to intervene
in more . demonstrations  and
thus provoke even greater com=—
plications. At the beginning of
the demonstrations there were
reports of attacks on the ‘new
bureaucrats’, and there must have
been some fear that workers might
take the opportunity to demon-
strater against the ‘economic
reforms® and the bureaucracy with
its open encouragement of western
attitudes.

The removal of Hu Yua Bang,
a close associate of Deng Pang,
is still a removal organised within

a very closed apparatus which,

works with Manderin: intrigues
and without honest and open pub=—
lic discussions: Nonetheless, it is
a removal of a notorious rightist
associated with remarks denigra—

| ing Marx. Deng has been obliged

to speak of slowing down the
economic retorms and even ‘sha-
king off poverty’!! Reports in the
official press. indicate greater

DA ! 1.concern with agriculture where
towards the war, even if it is not |t is necessary to realise a plan | .

after the abandonment of the
communes, grain production has
fallen, At the same time, demands
have been voiced for return to
centralised planning in spite of
Deng’s affirming of the ‘open door’
to foreign trade.

The fact that such student
demonstrations took place at all
brings out the consequences of
the Chinese leadership. Clearly
they reflect the depth of the
struggle that has been taking
place within the apparatus.

The burn—
‘ing of copies of the Party press,
.and . the calling of these organs
‘organs of the leftists’, shows the
sharpness of the internal dispute
which has been developing for
some time,

From 1978 the communes were
more or less abandoned. The land
which remains collective property
‘was leased out to farmers, and the
conception of working for an un~
controlled market was introduced,
The emphasis was placed on the
individual enterprise thus re—
introducing into the countryside
differentiarion in peasant house~
holds which the original concep=
tion of the communes, of the
Chinese revolution, was designed
to overcome. The recent stage
has seen inevitably the develop—
ment of a kulak class.

When Deng Peng is obliged to
refer to the grain question and

-of

‘shaking off' poverty as a result
of the crisis In the leadership,
this is becamse the policy of the
last few years since the counier=
revolutionary trial of the ‘gang of
four’ and the rejection of the
cultural revolution, has been a
disastrous turn to the right on a
scale even more lunatic than the
idiocies of Stalin in the formation
the Soviet bureaucracy.

Encouraging the play of the

market in food production, and
abandoning centralised control of
prices and production, besides
communal functioning has meant
a fall in grain production because
sectors of the peasantry found it
more profitable to invest in other
commodities.  Thus, the Deng
reforms have led to the impoverish
~ment of the poorér sectors of the
peasantry and, with the fall in
grain supply, an increase of prices
for the working population in the
cities. . The vicious pursuit of
this policy, part of the abandon=—
ment of the commune system,
has led -~ according to some
economists ~ 10 massive unem—
ployment in the countryside run=
into millions. Sectors of the CCP
are now directly involved in this
process of ‘enrichment’ and are
actively involved in employing
wage labour. The remaining high
level of illiteracy is due to the
lack of interest of the new rich
bureaucracy. )

Many articles were published
by Cde Posadas on the reasons
for the emergence. of the counter—
revolutionary clique of Deng Peng,
and they . retain all their value,
The lack of a constructed Bol-

shevik team, the liguidation of
some of the best cadres in the
destruction of the first Chinese
revolution in the twenties, and
the overall effects of Stalinism
mean that, in the face of the
problems of constructing the Wor—
kers State and the conflict with
imperiatism, nationalist tendencies
could develop which had no
serious conception of Marxism,
and where perspectives were for a
‘strong independent China's . This
was essentially the re~aftirmation
of the Idea of ‘Socialism in one
country', although the conditions
for extending the revolution were
much more favourable than in the
time of Stafin

The problems of the evolution
ot the process in China arise
primarily from the absence of a
Party, the absence of a regular
political life; and this leads in
effect to the Party becoming the
centre of camarrillas which enter
into dispute without discussion
with the populations The process
has gone so far in China that a
sector of the Party becomes liter—
ally based on the richer peasants
and sectors linked to foreign trade
and are against Communism. They
are simply a reformist nationalist
sectore

The most important element
which can weligh is the interven—
tion of the Soviet Union, whose
existence is the force which has
prevented an even greater deteri —
oration taking place in China.
in general, the Soviet leadership
says very little about China,
although periodically they com-—
ment on the problems of the eco~
nomy« They hope to be able to

settle matters diplomatically and

‘counter—~revolutionary

by degrees, without causing great
problems. No doubt they hope to
increase trade contacts. But the
solution to the problems in China
Jemands a type of political inter
vention for which the Soviet leader
~ship is not prepared or, indeed,
upon: which they can be divided;
as over other issues, including
how to confront imperialisms

The conservatism of the Soviet
leadership  has always been
apparent in their attitude to the
Cultural Revolution and the com—
munes. The dynamism of this
profoundly revolutionary process,
when the Party .in Shanghai spoke
openly of the role of the Paris
Commune and the need for forms
of Soviet functioning, was not
approved by the Soviet leadership
because of its revolutionary im=-
plications for Soviet society and
the = rejection by the Cultural
Revolution of the policy of peace—
ful co-existence. The insecurity
and lack of preparation by the
Soviet leadership hinders them
now from making the necessary
interventions

This does not alter the fact
that a vital component in leading
the international Communist move~
ment is the unification of China

"and-the USSR, to develop COME —

CON: as the means of a com—
prehensive planning of the Workers
States,  -and overcoming on the
basis of muytual aid the disharmo=
nies - inm: the. various: individual
states.

This crisis in China occurs
at the same time as the Water—
gating of Reagan. Although itis
a continuation of the crisis that
occurred with Nixon, it is a new
and extremely acute stage. Now
this- is not-a fight between the
‘nuclear war' group versus those
who have an interest in developing
the external and internal markets;
it -is an internal tight within the
team preparing the watr. This
shows the acuteness of the fight
in the ruling circles and the des—
peration of imperialism. Despite
the great plans of the Chinese
leadership
world imperialism has never had
much confidence in the outcome of
the Deng reforms.. They feel that

the underlying structure of the
Chinese Workers State in the
world revolutionary structure is
too resistant to capitalist pene—
trations  Thus there 'is a good
opportunity to intervene in the
process in China. The empiricism
and imbecility of the present
Chinese leadership is going to
lead to further resistance from the
masses and it is not going to be
s0 easy to put the leftists in gaol,

We appeal to the comrades of
Communist parties of the world to
open a discussion on the process
in China, the need for a unifica—
tion of China and the USSR, to
register the significance of the
crisis of the Chinese leadership,
and the failure of the policy of
‘great China' and the need to re~
assess the experience of the

Chinese Cultural Revolution, the

communes, in ‘the light of Cde
Posadas’ analysis that the world
is ready for Communism.




THE PROCESS IN BRITAIN, STALINISM AND THE ORGANISATION OF THE
LEFT IN THE LABOUR PARTY. J. Posadas 26.4.79
(Conﬁnued from the recent issue).

. : 1t
necessaty to see that this charac-
terises-the Labour Party, but one
has to take "account of the fact
that this is taking place in the
present world relations of forces.
Within -the world
forces as they .are, the: Labour
Party -as such does not have any
perspective.. ‘No social demo-
cracy has.

‘Al 'this analysis forms part of
the -intervention of the Inter~
national towards the Labour Party.
It is made in order to understand
how to "educate the Labour van-
guard for the stages to come, not
for now. The Section of the !nter—
national must develop a cultural,
didactic and revolutionary actmty
towards the Labour Party with the
aim “of -combining the ‘immediate
need for trade union political and

cultural demands, with the eleva="

tion of a cultural, scientific and
historic understanding. “ Ouiside
ourselves nobody is- giving this
education, The Section must de-
velop a Party hfe for th;s actmty.

Bntlsh :mpenahsm and. the
bureaucracy - the Labour Party
and trade union -bureaucracy -
which represent British- imperial~
ism = are not homogeneous. The
bureaucracy has a - part-of itself
with one foot in'the proletariat and
with proletarian interests, historic
interests of progress; but with the
rest of the ‘body -and. the hand
representing. British- imperialism.

This is sé,because of.the nature.

of the class struggle in Brifain
which has been determined by the
Labour Party, and because a sec~
tor-of the Labour bourgeois leader
~ship = which is:bourgeois .and
not mistaken ~ represents capita~
lism. - The latter.is combined with
sectors --which . range: from the
revolutionary interests of the pro~
letariat to those af the mtddle
layers e :

. Whole‘sectors of ~the popkulationf
which are driven towards-a his—
toric solution-are expressed in the
Labour Party. it is the axis of the
class struggle. This is why, when
a left:is formed, it is formed in the
Labour-Party and nowhere else.
it will-not be formed ouiside the
Labour Party. The essential task
for social transformations in Bri-
tain is to understand the. Labour
Party . and to develop activity

towards the Labour Party.All this
is part of the world and it has to
be seen that between the bourge~
ois apparatus of the Labour Party
and the world progress of the
revolution, it will be the world
progress: of the revolution which
will- force Britain to advance.
This - apparatus will not be able
to-contain the process of advance
in Britain. it is necessary to
count on this. One has to see
also that it will not develop by
itself but by the intervention of
our Section to support the forma~
tion of the Marx;st Labour van~
guard.‘\

relations. of

Britain, in common with the
rest of the world, has no perspec—
five as a capitalist country.
Britain, at the moment, lives
enclosed. But to progress it will
have to make social transforma-
tions. The whole world has shown
that social transformations - are
necessary, and in a short stage
possible. The discussions which
are taking place in the Labour
Party do not represent the will of
the working class, the petit
bourgemsse or even of the leader~
ship. They are discussions which
express the desires and very
limited understanding of  the
leaders and their capitalist inter-
ests. The masses do not support
these because they are bureau-
crats or because they are agents
of capitalism, but because they
have an instrument (the Labour
Party) in which the masses are
concentrated. Our Section must
intervene to support the organisa~
tion of the Labour vanguard. It
must also intervene, if possible,
towards the Communist Party but
considering that it is one of the
most culturally and scientifically
backward ~ Communist parties.
The duty of the Communist Party
in Britain is to understand that
there is no room for it to become
a large Party and that this will

not happen. The Communist Party

has to be an instrument to support
the formation of the Labour left.

It is after this is being done that

the Communist stage will come.
The Communist Party has to
understand that the working ¢lass
is organised in the Labour Party.

The Communist Party has to
grasp also that it has kept silent
and has not understood; and it has
been an accomplice of all the
monstrosities of ‘Stalin and of the
Chinese. 1t has kept silent-about
the bureaucracy and ahout Stalin;
it has kept its mouth shut about
all this and justified it all. And
its members have educated them~
selves on the method of accepting
imposition by force and not by
reasoning.  In order to decide
certain ‘stages in history, force
and military means have ‘to: be
employed. This'is so because of
the need to decide. But it cannot
be so regarding the generation of
the process leading to the neces-
sity of decision. - Military means
determine the course of the rea~
soning of history, but reasoning
is what is necessary in order to
advance to Socialism.

Our British- Section has to
direct itself to winning and to
impelling the vanguard. It must
create it and deve!op it so that it
will intervene in the daily prob-
lems of the economy. The British
séction mustialso intervene to
:mpel the vanguard to accept the
method and consequences of the
dialectical method of analysis..

To deveiop it, to understand it,

From page 3.

‘that of British capitalism.

and acquire conf:dence in it; and
1o develop 1tself within this

It is necessary to consider
that British capitalism is one of
the vital centres of the capitalist
system, but this would not be so
if it were not also linked to North
America. This is because, in
North America, there is no Labour
Party and there are trade unions
which are semi-bourgeois. Whilst
on the other hand, in Britain there
is a powerful Laboyr Party which
speaks in the name of Socialism
and the trade unions are amongst
the strongest in the world. They

“have .a certain strength of in-

fluence in some countries.  The
same applies to the German trade
unions and Social' Democracy
The course of the world advance
of the revolution influences even
in the German Social Democracy
and trade unions. This is going
to influence in Britain, too. Not

‘because Germany influences. Bri~

tain, but because the crisis of
German capitalism is the same as
And
there is the same political crisis
in the leaderships of bhoth the
German and British social demo~
cracy. It isn't the bourgeois
policy of the social democratic
leadership of British Labour
which measures the progress of
Britain or the necessity of the
struggle of the masses and pro-
gress of the country. What the

Labour Party does is to contain.

It is the masses who are stimu-"

lated to by—pass the Labour Party.
The world influences Britain
greatly. - The social dwmocracy
has ‘to constantly re-adjust all
the alliances it used to make with
British capitalism.  There® are
differences between the alliances
with British capitalism they used
to make and such as those of

‘Attlee, and those that they make

today. In the meantime the world

process has elevated ‘and the

progress of the world is anti~
capitalist not  capitalist.

It is neither arms nor money
which decide the course of his-
tory. The Labour masses have
seen this. In spite of the  fact

-

that the Labour masses are nol -

educated, that they have no cul-
tural point of support, their class
conception and understanding
allows them to learn, make dis-
tinctions and analyse. But they
do not have a centre in which to
develop these things. The Labour
leadership impedes the formation
of centres. The Labour leadership
was confirmed in this by Stalin,
but Stalin was not the teacher.
However, the Labour bureaucrats
drew from Stalin. Stalin taught
the Labour bureaucracy ~ in later
stages — how to falsify history,
falsify, adulterate and corrupt
people in the mame of Socialism.
It taught the Labour bureaucracy
to oppose the Workers State in the
name of Socialism ~ which was
precisely the policy of Stalin.
It was he who brought this to them.

J. POSADAS
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industrial stagnation, and social and financial crisis, The
latest round of the "irade war® between the yanks and the
Eurcpean bourgeoisie has only been damped-down by the

Europeans submitiing, as they always have to in the end, to
the demand of yankee imperialism,Scandals arise from the
"eity of London® like so much scum on dirty water and reveal
a bourgenisie who create nothing and whose only interest lies
in financial swindles,

BRITAIN I3 UNDER YANKEE OCCUPATION

Thatcher is nothing but a puppet for the yanks, fully
supporting their war preparations and implicated in creating
a Britain occupied by the armed fortes of yankee imperialism,
a fact that the Labour left should use much more than they do
particularly in the run-up to a general election.?he rise of
repression under Thatcher is part of war preparations,
Repression is the the nature of the capitalist state but the
current round which includes the attacks by police on
demonsirators at Wapping is part of war- preparations,
Repression againsi workers is the norm but now all kinds of
bourgeois elements are being repressed,The head of the BBC
has been forted to resign, BBC commentators are attacked by
the armed police at Wapping and bourgeois journals and
journalists like the 'New Statesman" and Duncan Campbell are
gagged Anything thai opposes, for whatever motive, the idea
of preparing and ultimately launching the nuclear war  is
subject to repression, including organs of the state - for
that is what the BBC is |

Capxtal:sm is veak and it has suffered another blow in
the result of the West German elections in  which the hard
anti-Gaviet line of Strauss and Khol was rejected by many
bourgeois elements who abstained or voted SPD Indead
capitalism could have lost the election if the SPD had not
been so intent on losing it themselves, The SPD leadership
preferved to lose the election rather than to be in
governnent and under the pressure of the masses and forced to
take measures which would damage capitalism,The Labour left
should draw conclusions from this because it is exactly vhat
Kinnock and the Labour leadership are aboul This is why

Kinnock attacks Thatcher for not being repressive enough over
the Zirton ‘affair and why the Labour leadership gives no
suppert  to  the anti-capitalist  struggles currently  in
train,The printers at Yapping, like the teachers and miners
before them get no support from the Labour leadership and
neither do the workers in occupation at Caterpillar or the
Telecoms engineers currently on sirike The Labour <leadership
will not support any mobilisations, including those against
the yankee bases and occupation of this couniry because they
are intent on either losing, as the German SDP did, the next .
glections, or being elected on such a weak majoritly that they
will have the excuse to. do noth1ng abaut transfarm:ng

historic significance, ~ This ‘is a process in general, It was part of the sation of the Labour left as a Marxist
support - for the developmént of the policy ofconc;hatmn with capitalism. tendency. These comrades have to
Labour left because the bureaucratic |t . is  important ~that the continue to transmit the realitv of
apparatuses of the Labour Party and comrades grouped around the ‘Morning the world, including: the role and
the trade unions-and the old CPGB Star’ . have some understanding that deveiopment of the Soviet Union, to
always tired to isolate the British the process of the _development of a the Labour left; and to support it
working class from the influence of workers’ ¥eadershxp, a revolut:onary rather than to compete with it.

the Workers States and the“ wor!d !eadershxp, goes through the organi~

society,

The Labour lefi has o take this into account and also
the fact that elections in this country are & swindle
- anyway,Thatcher is in government against the wishes of the
majority of voters in the last general election and she could
well lose votes next time but still be elected, Therefore
the Labour left have to understand this and free themselves
from any illusion in bourgecis democracy and the apparatus of
the Labour party, It has also to widen its horizon,
Capitalist Europe is a picture of weak bourgecis governments
tike Kohl ov Chirac, or Social Democrat governmenis as in,
Spain and Greece, This is combined with an advance in social
and industrial struggles like the general strike in Greece,
the "peace movement” and the recent struggles of workers and
students in France It is on this that the Labour left has to
base itself in order to advance a programme for the lifting
of the vyankee occupation of this country and for the

transformation of society,
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The SDP, in the Godesburg port. Moreover, their policies
programme, tried to throw out of repression will tend to meet,
Marxlsm but the world is blow- stronger socnai resistance as
ingitback into the SDP again. capitalism grows weaker. The
Despite the preence of reac— traditional social democracy
tionary governments in Germany throughout the world is in a

‘and Italy. France and Britain, most profound crisis, and the

all of them are in deep crisis possibilities for Marxist inter—

i

from their lack of social sup— vention are augmenting.



Editorial

The political revolution in the

Soviet Union will advance

the process in Britain.

The process in the Soviet Union continues to centralise the atten—
tion of the whole world, not least the forces of capitalism who cannot
understand it. They see the release of dissidents, but feel that they
are not going to get much advantage from it. When they speak of
‘hard line’ elements, they are not referring to the old fungoids who
are being thrown out, but to the invisible force of the lett in the
Workers States who seek to impel the Workers States towards much
more advanced positions, internally and externally. Gorbachev’s
policy is not going to stand stili; it will have to advance or others
will take the helm. One part of his policy has already been severely
dented ~ the moratorium on nuclear testing. It was not a bad initia~
tive for a stage, but only if coupled with more orientation towards
the masses of the world, to impel directly the downfall o f world
imperialism. World imperialism is at the end of its tether, and war
preparations and war are its only perspectives. It has no interest in
moratoriums. The Red Army was never enthusiastic on this issue,
and the tendency of Ogarkov will weigh in future discussions.
Aneditorial in New Times recently said: ‘In a workers and peasants
state everything is the people’s business.” That is quite right, and
under these auspices the anti-bureaucratic irevolition will continue
because the confrontation with imperialism demands it, but the Party
has to function with the masses {o discuss everything political. In
this respect the conference of Soviet trade unions is very important
with' measures to increase the weight of the working c lass, with
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The world balance of forces runﬁs counter to the

specitic reference to building the link with the Party.

article on Ponomariev’'s speech

indicates the needs of this process.

The crisis of the Yankee pre—
sidency continues without inter—
ruption, The hoodlums are at each
other’s throats because they are
always falling out over the Soviet
Union. They have no security.
Unlike Hitler, they have to conceal
their sinister intentions but, while
the Workers States biossom fo—
wards ‘a new stage, the Yankee
leadership fragments. They go
foward war without control of the
conditions, timing and co—ordina~
tion. Weinberger has recentiy made
it clear that they intend to go
ahead with Star Wars, and beyond
mere research. The Thatcher sec—
tor suggests that they want Star
Wars confined to ‘research’, but
then Younger says that the allies
will basically have to put up with
what the Yanks decide. The
Soviets must see that Thaitcher
is not going to give anything im—
portant in negotiations, but only
seeks to use these negotiations
to gain authority as being able to
‘work’ with Gorbachev. Without
question some sectors of European
capitalism object to Yankee con-
trol and speak of a European
alternative to Yankee hegemony,
but it is all expressions of de—
featism without any possibility of
a solution because private property
decides, and this requires central—
isation around the Yanks -~ sven
it this is’#antamount to death.

1t is necessary to understand
that the intervention of the Syrians
in the L.ebanon is an example of
the total incapacity of imperialism
to take initiatives or determine
avents in the Middle East, The
Syrians have intervened partly to
contain the Palestinians, but are
also obliged to contain the Amal.
The intervention of the Lebanese
Communist Party has been very
important, showing the elevation
of the process. In all this, imperi—
alism has been passive. It carries
on its vicious arms trade, but the

Cde Posadas
which we publish in this issue

days when it could intervene
against the revolution directly are
‘now “much more limited because
the world balance of forces favour
the revolution. :

The electoral campaign is now
proceeding in Britain. The Green—
wich. by—election confirms the
impotence of the bourgeois parlia—
mentary system., [ shows the
weakness of the main parties and
the existence of large middle lay—
ers, uncertain of the capitalist
system.  The Thatcherites did
badly, and this can only be acc-
ounted in part by the famous tac—
tical voting, As for the Labour
Party, the campaign was deter—
mined by the weak face of the
Labour Party: apparatus. As a
conclusion, the election in its
most transcendant. .significance
shows the lack of solution. within
the capitalist system. -The mogt
direct representatives of capitalis
exert only a limited appeal, bu
the workers and petit bourgeoisie
do not have a force which really
represents their interests. Such a
bye—election shows the downfall
of the old stable repetition of
previous epochs. -

British imperialism shows a
most complete decadence. Even
Leyiand is subsumed by a Dutch
firm. The only perspectives of the
capitalist class is to further in—
crease action against the trade
unions. In all this, the trade union
apparatus lives a life of passivity
and anguish. The situation sur—
passes them, and the whole struc—
ture is called into question. The

Labour left must grasp the signi—}

ficance of the fall of the old con—
sensus and the fact that conditions
are maturing for a revolutionary
current in Britain, which sees that
the experience of the Soviet Union
decides the course of human his~
tory and that reformism has had

Continued on page 2

~policy of the

The developments in China whilst the population shows no
show that there is a combination sign of reaction. Today, China
f ‘tendencies which want a con— is fed by the world process and
tion “of - the bureaucratic there is a very great revolutionary
apparatus in alliance with world tradition in China itself. Even
capitalism and a tesistance which if that revolutionary tradition is
is disorganised because it has no empirical, it is a great one.
Party or trade union life — and so
it cannot express itself effective—
ly. There used to be other ten~
dencies .which tried to express ,
themselves with dazibaos. They It is empirical as it was at the
were not allowed to iast long, but time of Mao Tse Tung, but it was
they came up with criticisms of revolutionary  empiricism.  The
the leadership. They wanted empiricism of the time of Mao

<

Communist. They were after bureaucratic empiricism. It was
general democratic rights, the the empiricism of a Communist
right to speak; but without pro— nationalist—revolutionary . sector
grammatic objectives. This does which had to organise and develop
not mean to say that all those @ movement to defend itseli
who wrote dazibaos were dissi— against the pressures of Stalin
dents, - but they -represented the and Krushchev.  Unfortunately,
desire of people to fight against this allowed the development of
the “el‘ements of repression and nationalist—-democratic tendencies
open up towards a form of demo— Which had a form ot
racy .allowing discussion and alliance with capitalism. At the

‘1opposition to the anti—Communist same time, the absence of political

de‘c‘ta‘tqrshsp ‘there is today in life in the trade unions, the lack
China. It is not a capitalist of an organised workers’ movement
dictatorship today in China but and the lack of a functioning Party
an anti~-Communist one, in the mitigated against the development
sense that it crushes every aspect of a political life in the Communist
of Communist development. It is Party.
not an agent of capitalism. What
we are dealing with is the bureau—
cratic conception of a leadership
which tries to combine these p . Also, the absence Of. a
anti--Communist measures with ar;y firmly baseq on the working
the maintenance of state—owned class, coupigd with a prol-etariat
land centratised property. of small weight — and this was
very much the case in China -
allowed the rise of such a leader—
ship as you see today. To these
problems vou have to add the
added difficulty of the absence of
A great deal of attention has tradition of political life in that
to be given to this process in country. All this created condi~
China, where there are fluctuations tions for the present leadership
due to the absence of political to appear with formulations which
life and all changes are confined oscillate between proletarian and
to top leaderships. This is no bourgeois democracy. In general
longer the period of Stalin, when the sort of .rights this leadership
only the people at the top could is defending are bourgeois, but
d’ecide and act with impunity, what it wants, in fact, is Socialism

present Chinese leadership
(extracts). J. Posadas.

with bourgeois democracy - which
is a bit like trying to drive a nail
in with spaghetti. However, even
in these conditions, a discussion
continues which impedes even the’
higher echelons of the present
Chinese leadership from simply
turning towards capitalist rela—
tions. In the midst of all this

the way in which Deng Xiaoping
goes about things is contorted;

contradictory, antagonistic, and
‘completely&stupid. ‘

‘democracy’  but .were not anti— was not capitalism or abstract.

The Deng leadership wants to
extend China by supporting itself
on bureaucratic layers which are
cominated by the Party’s apparatus
and which, in turn, seek to control
the Party by means of their impo—
sition. It is not necessarily a
case of wanting to repeat the ex—
perience of Stalin, but they want
to build on Stalin. However, ina
certain way, even Stalin was sub—
jected to norms which were estab—
lished in the First Seven Years of
the Russian Revolution and which
imposed themselves on him. In
fact, Stalin could not help but
remain within the confines of the
Workers State. On the other hand,
this Deng goes so far as to en—
danger the Workers State itself,
even though he tries to demon—
strate that he is not a capitalist,
He and his like say that they want
to utilise the capitalists, but the
capitalists want to use them. The
question is, who is using whom in
this instance? Ir is a situation
which cannot go on much longer.
It is not possible to believe that
in circumstances where the most
poverty-sfricken parts of the world
animate themselves to rise against
capitalism with very little means,

Continued on page 2




The process in the Philippines and the

opportunity for the anti capitalist forces.

The eighty per cent vote for
the proposed constitution of Cora
Aquino is only a stage in a much
more profound
process which is to come. The
existence of such a vote and the
varied support given to this con—
stitution is the expression of the
unusual situation which has de—
veloped in the Philippines. This
is the result of the favourable
conjuncture in the balance of
forces which goes against imperi—
alism and led to the downfall of
Marcos, with the Yanks as more of
less passive specrators unable
to sustain their direct stooge,
Marcos.

The masses who voted for the
Constitution in  the rural areas
and in the towns are seeking to
impel Adquino ftowards . social
transformations, whiist  rival
bourgeois sectors, making use of
the = ‘democratisation’ process,
seek to intervene with their own
particular objectives in view.
it is a Constitution which is pale
and reformist in-a broadly formal
democratic way. There is little
that is decisive in it.
form is left open to the Congress;
the right to strike seems io be
qualified; and control of foreign
‘agsets is minimal. Although for
purposes of concentration the
masses voled a resounding ‘ves’
the class organisations of the
trade unions in the cities and the

© countryside have no illusions in
its content. - The people who de—
cided the content were fundamen~
tally the two wings of the bourge—
oisie — those orientated towards
imperialism and those ' oriented
towards developing the internal
market, a policy of industrialisa—
tion, a more national bourgeois
road. ‘

The forces of the right and the
coercive apparatus of the right
linked 1o imperialism continued
their policy of intimidating the
masses up lo the last moment,
Thus the labour leader, Oldia, was
murdered and a crowd of peasants
massacred .in a demonstration. in
Manila, but the military represen—
tative of the right, Enrile, was
eventually obliged to go. However
the military. apparatus is-  still
there. Imperialism is obliged to
go along with Aguino, as the

“barking on a regime of serious

‘opening phases, has reacted with
-capacity in the more recent stages..
Fundamentally Aquino’s ‘interest

Land re—

teast evil, but the polarisation of
class forces will gather momenium
again if it becomes quite clear
that Aquino is incapable of em—

concessions to the masses, .

The quality of the process is
in the guerrilla movement under
Communist leadership, with their
supporters in the cities., This is
a movement of some maturity
which, although in part uncertain
of how 1o react to Adquino in the

has been to disarm the guerrillas
as the basis of minor concessions

but with no clear declarations
over fundamental issues, such as
land reform. The Communists
have continued 1o ne otiate,
which enables them to put forward
their -demands and - impel what
democratic measures are possible

but without conceding on what ‘perdition’, It deals with the ‘strange’ found contemporary themes that a
amounts to fundamental demands ase of the way millions of Jewish playwright could take to  develop
of social transformation, and the pegple ended up in the gas chambers issues of this moment (although they
of Hitlerism and thus provided zionismwould be difficult to discuss because
with a form of justification for'sett~ the Labour Party and the trade unions
ling in Palestine and then practising submit to the culture of capitalism
the murder and-assassination of the and
Arab population there,
requite much astuteness to detect subject indicates that there is a de~

removal of Yankee bases.

The " guerrilla and Communist
movement has shown maturity in
refusing 1o abandon their arms
but maintaining a dialogue with
the government, and in general it
participated in the elections fo
impel the ‘democratisation’
process.

The problems of the Philippines
are ‘profound and have worsened
since the fall of Marcos. 40% of
the national income now goes in
the debt service, sixty per cent
of the population live in poverty.
To solve these problems requires
a massive agrarian reform and the
expropriation of ‘the banks. If
Aquino proves incapable of de-—
veloping a betier relationship with
the masses ‘which franscends
purely political or civit freedoms,
then a new period of confrontation
between the masses and the state
apparatus will become inevitable.

It is imporiant that the Com—
munist movement strenvthens iis
links '~ with the petit bourgeois
masses and, in developing the
programme of social transforma-—
tions, develops the Party side by
side with the - armed struggle.

rontinuation from page |

its day in Britain. All the That—
cherosaurus . experience = shows
that capitalism cannot be modified
but has to be smashed. It poliutes
everything from the environment
to culture and human relations.

From page |

the Deng leadership will manage
to block the revolution and the
Chinese people will ‘sit still and
accept it all.

The sectors that propose
‘complete freedom’ in China also
demanded a closer relationship
with the West, and this shows the
type of ‘freedom’ they were after.
All this came up. in the novels
which were published. They were
noveis criticising the corruption
of the regime in the main, but all

1his was said. At the same time,

‘the fact that Deng Xiaoping has
tiven top posts to people like Hua
Kuofeng, and others like - him,
ghows that a large stratum remain
show that large strata remain
which are linked to Maoism. This
This prevents the stabilisation of
the present set up.  All the gran—
diose  plans for investment for
China have gone out of the win—
dow.  The leadership of Deng
thought that capitalism was going
to invest in China, but it did not.

OUT WITH YANKEE BASES!

The play “Perdition” and the censorship of capitalism.

The profound decomposition of collusion between the nazis and the sire to discuss fundamental political

capitalism leads to the wholesale zionism, This suggestion has always issues that are repressed by capita—
degradation of culture, a series of provoked charges of anti~semitism
blocks to artistic and scientific ac~ from the zionists, who cannot bear to
tivity and the development of a have any discussion of this pheno~
crass commodity ‘culture’ mistakenly menon. Just as they deny collabora—
called ‘popular’ by the epigones of tion with the nazis, so they pretend
capitalism.
more and more repressive in every world imperialism in the Middle East.
-way, encourages only violence. and

degenerate social
represent only the world of dying withdraw the play from its central
capitalism, A regime of pap is in~ location shows the intense fears of
stituted, But capitalism is"also weak imperialism to have a discussion over
although it tries to institute by every reality as it is. This is what they
bureaucratic means a form of gleich— mean by democracy — democracy for
staltung to efface human joy andtheir class to decide that nothing is
security, it is faced with the exis~ gi:scussed that threatens their class
tence of the Workers States which interests. One moment they are talk—
encourages opposition and even in
the "cultural” sphere occasionally an
anti-capitalist - missile ae '
the world of bourgeois Cuftureatprmtmg~worker condemned fo prison

lism and its agents in the workers’
movement, remembering that zionism
has its supporters in the Labour
Party.

Imperialism  becomes that they are not a stooge state of The whole experience shows that

there is an ambience in Britain in~
volving intellectual sectors who want
to discuss, who do not accept the
bland de ceptions of impetiatism or
its ‘anti-Soviet mystifications,

relations  which The immense pressure made to

Imperialism has tried to create a
mythology around the Holocaust and
accuse the:Soviets of anti-semitism
although it was the timely arrival of
the Red Army which saved many other
Jews from the gas chambers to which
-they were led in passivity as a result
of collahorationist activities.

ing about ‘repression’ ‘in Poland,
the next'moment a ‘difficult’ playis
penetratestake“ from the Court Theatre and a
for beinga militant. : . .
S ; - The discussion around the .jon~-
ists- also reflects -the weight of the
Workers States who have consistently
exposed the zionists and:whose
presence has impeded the war plans
of imperialism and zionism in the
Middle East. The Soviets have much
documentation on the activities- of
the nazis .and the zionists, which
ought to be discussed by the Labour
left as parr of a culturgl activity in-
dependent ~of capitalisme

This is the k‘Case with thé play ~ There are undoubtedly more pro-

reject an -independent: class
It does not policy on the artsy Even so, sucha
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miclear weapons, The country 1s clsarly  governsd from
elsewhere. but parliament and whilst ihere is 3

cheice betwesn one MF and ancther, there is no rchoire
whatsopver for. people when it comes fo the principle
policies of the country,  There Is some right to change
or other leader - albeit every few years and only with
great difficulty - but there is no choite regarding

policies, Those  who  copirel  the  most important
guestions, da so whether ithe goverment is Labour or
Tary, They are not above classes, they are the ruling

class, permanently at the helm through the oroanisms of
the state of private property and private property
relations,

The appearance of right wing
dazibaos which proposed = full
liberty in the Workers States re—

vealed the growth of a bureaucratic
sector in China very close to
capitalism.
leadership had {o stop that ien—
dency because the return to capi~
talism would mean the elimination
of this leadership in China.  If
this leadership allows capitalism

to return to China it will be eli~.

minated altogether.

This {eadership had ambilious
plans for capitalist investments:;
they offered the capitalists a cer—
tain facility and degree of control
to enter China.  However, they
have had to stop this and return
to control the ‘activities of the
capitalists ....

J. POSADAS 25.10.80

The present Chinese

Capitalisn is not Just repressing the workers movement,
Tt is trping fo silence whole sectors of its own social
support, like the BBL,  The revulsion provoked ino the
baurgecisie by the raid, and the subsequent contradictory
statepents by Thatcher that she had nothing to do with it
but that naturally nothing is dope outside ber kpowledge,
Is going to be a greal damage to the social support of
capiialism, Feople 1ike Campbell would have belonged to
capitalisn had the systen had anything to offer, ‘

All this crisis J5 golng to deepen the soctal crisis of
capitalisn, and reduce still further its social support,
It is gquite obvipus that parlisment I1s no inporéance In
deciding abowt anpthing ceniral, Today, ihere is no more
advance passible throwgh being move 187t wing ' or having
Ieft MRs, For these things fto be effective, ihey nust
chose  thelr ground for  struggle - Firaly owtside  the
arganises of power of the bourgeaisie,
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The speechof Ponomariev on the 110th anniversary of the hirth of
Lenin is good; there is nothing incorrect in it, but it is insufficient.
He speaks about Communism as a necessary task in order {o solve
the problem of the economy, and he presenits Lenin as the great
educator of Communism, that is Communist society. That is
certain; but Lenin did not only do that. In the first stages it is a
question of the consiruction of Socialism, but in the direction of a
higher social development which eliminates all classes, as also all
forms of state and relations based on power or properity. 1t is not
only a question of the working class so that Socialism is a betller
formation of the economy but the question of human relations which
are much higher than a purely economic relation. That is, in principle
the social relations are affirmed through the economic basis, but now
this is not se. In the most backward nations of the world such as
Ethiopia it is nof the edonomic conditions which underly the social
relations. Already there exisits the consciousness, the realisation
about the development towards Socialism, which the Ethiopians take
as an example. Thus, they leap over a stage. That is. the permanent
revolution. In Ethiopia it is possible fo go fronw feudaiism to the
revolution. In Ethiopia it is possible to go from feudalism tfo the
erection of the Workers State. These same generals, to whom | have
referred often, who before killed the peasanis, now obey the peasants
- and these tell them what has to be done to build the new Ethiopia.

which Cde Ponomariev uses is is organised in different lands and
very limited. 1t is not possible to societies,itteaches that inequatity
confine Lenin to be the builder of in distribution, the phenomenon of
the ‘Soviet Union, or Warx and scareily is not now the erigin of
Engels as founders of Communism. the inequality of power between
It is a question of the form of strong and weak. It is ihe in-
society which, in order fo be able adequacy which resulis from dis~
to develop, has .to construct f{ribution according to the principle
Communism. More and more the ‘to each according to his abilities’,
Workers State from the beginning But, with the growing development
has to eliminate all the conira~ in culiure, science, art, and also
dictions of society which stem in spori, there develops in human~—
from the old society, including the ity a consciousness no more of
organisation of distribution ‘to distribution according to ability
each according to his abilities’, but according to who needs
which comes from private property more then me’.
and thus leads to private feelings, L
consciousness and interests, Thus  These principles are to be
in the Workers States the Black found in the reflections of our
Market exists. feachers. In the first
: phase of Communism, humanily
Thus it is no longer a question emerges from limited means. Thus
of the economy but of the parti— one must construct it. Buf now we
cipation of the people in the build the Communist conscious=~
leadership of society. In  the ness, and that develops in the
Soviet Union it should be possible population the Socialist ex-
fo discuss in different fypes of perience and culture. That makes
committees, in the workers’ areas, possible, then, a very extensive
factories and schools ~ and these spiritual development even if there
are higher forms than the Soviet is deficiency in material wealth ~
Deputies. In the first stage these like the masses of San Salvador
were necessary, as Ponomariev Who, without material means, will
says. In the first stage it was take the power, as previously
necessary to go from Tsarism to happened in Cuba,
higher social forms, and there was
nothing to eat. 1In the Soviets of '
today there are around 2.5 million  With a good intention and a
Deputies, If the Soviet form, as right orientation Cde Ponomariev
with the Soviet Parliament, were sees the process of Communism
right for the first stage, it is as one of little steps, not of a leap
necessary now to seek higher forward. But the leap is one of the
forms.  The Soviet leadership chief properties of dialectical
ought to decentralise this Parlia~ materialism, and social changes
ment, develop a thousand ‘parlia~ Proceed on the basis of leaps, not
ments’ which are then centralised 0f litile steps. This leap the
around the Party and which the Soviet Union can make now be-
government leads. Higher social cause there is sufficient conscious
human and intelligent relations —ness, understanding and experi~
ought to be achieved. The Soviet ence. But what is absent is the
Union develops endlessly more as Prepared Party.
an example, as a cenire of in~ ;
fluence, as a Communist structure, _ AIS0, in the Soviet leadership
than as an economic or military they 9ught to discuss the function
power. Also, Ethiopia is not in of children, of women, of men, and
the least a military power: yet it 9fotd peoplg. in order to ‘harmon-
is like the Soviet Union. In his iS¢ everything there is already a
speech Ponomariev does not refer Sufficient ‘wealth’, thus one needs
to such matters, and so he leaves N0t more economy but the logical
the USSR and Lenin to a very education ‘¥hrough the Workers
modest function. State. That demands a more dy~
namic functioning of the Parly;
Communism is a phase in a While maintaining its structure it
developing process of humanity, 'S necessary fo advance from a

limited plane with the object of

discus

sing all the problems of the

couniry, so that people give an
opinion and decide, and the centre

then u

ses this.

The Soviet leadership ought
also to discuss the function of the

frade

unions, which play a most

important rele in the Workers

States

, be it in the control of pro-

duction, the quality of the product,
the determining of wages or the
telation beiween wages, produc~-

tion

and work conditions.

The great and vital power of
Leninism showed itself in the
boldness of Lenin and of the Bol-
shevik Parly, small at the time
but which dared ‘in such an im-
mature country and in the worst

condit

ions to seize power. This

boldness of Lenin and of the Bol-

Thus the historical comparison In spite of the fact that humanity Shevik Party was affirmed through
the world=wide balance of forces

to which Ponomariev does not

refer.

it these conditions were

not favourable, Lenin would not

have

been able to seize power.

In part he based himself on the
‘attitude of the German bourgeoisie

which

, from hard necessity, had

to turn Russia against the British

and th
ded R
Under

¢ British on their side nee~
ussia against the Germans.
the leadership of Lenin the

Bolsheviks used this situation of
Russia against the lot of them.

Lenin

travelled in the sealed wag~

gon of the Germans with the idea

of rea
the w

ching a cease fire. He ended
ar in one sense, but led it

into another -~ he stopped the

war a
to lea
lists

At

gainst the Germans in order
d a fight apainst the capi~
of both imperialist states.

the time that Ponomariev

was making this speech on the
legacy of Lenin, the USSR was
in the position - it had been for

some

time ~ of determining social

relations on the basis of ‘to each
according to his needs.” In part
this has already been discussed

in the

Soviet leadership: Brezhnev

discussed it during the debale

over

Co

the Soviet Constitution.

mmunism is a phase in the

development of human progress,
not an ehjective to see then how
it turns out. When a cerlain social,

econo
juman

mic, scientific, cultural and
fevel has been reached ~

then the human relation surpasses understanding and level of cop~
everything as it is superior to all scipusness develops, humanity
othgr forms of secxal! :eiatxgm. prepares very well in their secu~
It is the human relation which rity and understanding that capi-
affirmed in all other relations, talism has to be smashed. The
leads and .advances. It js no progressive consciousness  on
fonger possible to proceed in the the significance of the Communist
building of the Workers State opjective within the Workers State
without clearly realising the force jg not intimidated, but the under—
that moves the world. The world standing over the importance of
is going to Communism because itthis future perspective is streng=-
is a necessity of life, not justa thened. People will not only
conclusion of Marx. What Warx struggle for betler conditions of
did was to give a consciousness life, bul for the world-wide de-

:? this unconscious process of yojonment of mankind in relation
istory. 1t was a process which jp tne cosmos, in endless higher
occurs in life, but in an uncon~ o pa4ions,  This objective goes
Scious. way. much further than ‘tomorrow we

. © will eat much more’.
The process of economic rela~

tfo‘ns which affimmed ‘th.e scien~ We propose this discussion to
titic, cultural, technical and yhe Workers Srates which should
artistic development, led to a form paye taken place a long time ago.
f)‘f' relations which were linked fo The leadership of the Soviet Union
private property. 1t is as though sy realise that the S oviet Union,
a mass of water was contained by jp order to win, has to stimulate
a piece qf paper. Humanfty NOW the progress of the world towards
possess in this phase of its de~ conmunism without which they
veinpxpent fowards the future muchdo not win. That is the bssis for
superior human, cultural and ypoir victory, The basis for the
scientific relations. — They pub yiciory of 1917 was the taking of
gs:gle. mt{w:dua! interests, the power, for the victory of 1945 it
individualist conception. of every ywac the elimination of capitalism

point of view. The capitalist {3 oioht more countries and its
system began to creale already the weakening in many more, and the

historic basis for the change, yagis in this stage is the liguida~
and we conlribute to this. In thé tion of capitagleis‘m altls'g:;gaer.

Soviet Workers State, which is the Tpjs is the basis for the progress
most progressive of all, there must ¢ history ‘
be a cultural and economic de— :

velopment of this type. Inparl  ype Soyiet Union in this stage
the Soviets do this, but as a very yepresents the progress of human~
hmttegi initiative like the sxperi- ity. The concern of the Soviet
ment in space. They do it in a jeadership with the consequences
partial and very limited form, for of the confrontation with capital-~
the whole population must parti~ jsp js legitimate, but what they
cipate in such an activity. Dis— a1 doing is insufficient. In this
cussions have to be conducted ¢ase it is a question of incorpora
\_vhere l.t is shown that Communism ting the stream of scientific
is a higher form of existence of thinking which is not to be found
life, n_ot just a sugaety based upon i the leadership of the Workers
superior economic distribution. gia4e5 and the Communist parties,
Communism is a necessity of life, yyy contributes to the preparation
a phase in the development of ¢ t4ye thought. That refers not
humanity, of every significant opi 1o ourselves but also to other

animal species, of every form of I hic :
motion on earth and water. it is the ?e"e","aet't,a"ét;dhbym;‘;ng;’,tafé":f,ﬁ'f

necessity of a homogenous Struc— ,amme hut however. in scienc
ture of humanity, together with the %ultu‘re and' art maké their‘conﬁz

elements of life. tribution.  In arr this is more
, e limited, for this is not the stage
On the side of capitalism there of 4otistic creation, but even here

is the preparation of the war, andypere are some aspects which can
this means preoccupation by the rpach useful development.
Workers States. But, as this

J. POSADAS 4.1.1981,
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GLASNOST AND THE PROGRESS OF THE WORKERS STATES

The purging of functionaries
and the need to extend forms of
activity more attuned to the needs
of the Workers States are proceed—
ing under Gorbachev under the
name of Glasnost, that is, ‘publi
city' to reveal more on corruption
and the need to purify the Workers
State of its deficiencies. This is
imposed by the objective necessity
of the Workers State.

Thus Posadas analysed
this leadership, beginning with
Breznev, as more related to the
needs of the Workers State, no
longer able to put aside the inter—
ests of the Workers States in bar~—
gaining with imperialism, but stili
not revolutionary. More and more
the progress of the Soviet Union,
the continuous advance of the
world revolution ~ as shown in
the attitudes of leaders such as
Ghadaffi, the civil war in South
Africa etc. — demands leaps in the
capacity of leadership. The con—

tradiction between the demands of
the situation and the insufticiency
of the existing leadership is the
cause of the uneven character of
the Gorbachev policy.

On the one hand, it is clear
that they genuinely want a better
functioning to eradicate the para—
sites and_loafers who impede the
functioning of the Soviet Union;
on the other hand, their lack of
clarity over the objectives of the
Workers State tends to lead to
aberrations. The top layer wishes
to survive as a bureaucracy,
although all the conditions for this
are disappearing. It is manifestly
absurd for the leader of the Wor—
kers State, Gorbachev, to get on
the phone personally to release a
fossilised dissident, Sakharov. It
is true that the release of these
dissidents is not an important
issue because they are a spent
force; but the time given to this
is partly — however much they may
deny it — to conciliate with those
sectors of Western bourgeoisie
whom they hope to influence. The
problem with Glasnost is that it is
still a very superticial stage. It is
necessary to have a Glasnost
which not only brings out abuses
but actually throws a flood of Bol—
shevik light on policy, programme
and the application.

in reality, the Gorbachev lea—
dership tends to want to contain
the process of purging and greater
democracy which they cannot
avoid, to a limited and economic
objective. Scandals are to be
publicised with an especial eye
on the world bourgeoisie, so that
they can see g well—run and com—
fortable Soviet Union concerned
with peaceful construction. In
other words — and this has been
seen clearly in the programme of
the CPSU ~ they are still trying
to confine the Soviet Union, to
limit its world intervention, and
therefore to limit a Communist
functioning in the Soviet Union.

their
the

fotlows in
meticulously

Imperialism
publications

process in the Soviet Union. They
are aware of the struggle over the
positions of Ogarkov (who in a

of the unaligned countries was to
signity the need for a Communist
international, but the Soviets did

particular form expressed the in-
vincible sense of victory of Com~—
munism) but, as they understand
nothing of the essential structure
of the Workers States, because
they cannot grasp the forces that
are at work, they are in a constant
state of apprehension. The weaker
sectors of the Western bourgeoisie

not reply to this
interventions

We say directly to Comrade
Gorbachev and the new teams
which are developing in the Soviet
Union that it is far better to inter—
seek to maintain links with the vene over what Is happening In
Soviet Union to survive, but it is Mozambique than to keep on pub~—
not they who determine the line of licising trade links with the Wests
imperialisme Thw point is that an increase in

ecohomic efficiency is not the
priority at this stages Those who
attack Breznev in this way are

The latest speech of Gorbachey very lopsided, as Cde Posadas
gives no comfort to imperiallsm. analysed in the article on Pona~-
He was obliged to denounce with— mariev. It is not the economy
out qualification the manoeuvres which Is the principle problems
of the Yankee assassins who arw No doubt it can be greatly im—
embarking on their latest war proved, but the most important
preparations and ignore the SALT aspect of the Workers State which
2 treaty. Also, the policy of needs rectitication are the social
Soviet restraint over moratoriums relations and the political lifes
has shown that it has no further Economic efficiency Is a function
perspective, and the Soviets will of this.
resume their testing — this will
confirm the Red Army in their Gorbachev speaks about ‘re—
positions, and there is no doubt construction’s Quite so, but the
that there will be pressure there Soviet Union is not an island; it is
for a more audacious policy part of human progress — in fact,
against the Yanks, even though the most advanced sector to deve—
these criticisms will not always l0p Communism throughout the
come to lights The withdrawal of WOrlde Lenin did not take power
the Soviet Fleet before the attack in the Soviet Union just to develop
on Libya will also not pass with— Socialism in the Soviet Union.
out criticism in the Soviet Union, Gorbachev says: ‘We want to gel
Parts of the Gorbachev 'po/icy on with ihe tasf of reconstruction
have already failed, and when he in peace.’ But this Is absurd.
is obliged to speak of resigning Imperialism will not let the Soviet
if his policies were not adopted Union ‘reconstruct in peace’s On
the complexity of the situation is the contrary, it is clear what the
clears It is quite certain now that demented gangsters who rule the
many currents are in operation in USA intend, They are building up
the USSR, although none at this Japan as a base to hit the Soviet
moment may represent the revo— Unions All the ‘terrorism’ they go
lutionary character of the Workers On about is a ploy by imperialisms
State. : The Soviets know this, but it is
neces sary to draw the conclusionss
Whatever happens about Star Wars
the hoodlums who rule America
will still jack up war expenditure
to insane heights. The Soviets

have published all that is neces— -

sary; showing imperialism is
The worst aspect of Gorbaehev’s dedicated to first strike missiles.

recent intervention was his per—
spective of the need for ‘new’
thinking to overcome the problem
of atomic war. Now it is obvious
that the Workers State does not
“want war, so there is no need of
‘rew thinking onthis aspect but the

system of imperialism is wedded
to war, it is war. In such a speech
Gorbachev limits the world inter—
vention of the masses to overthrow
imperialism, and gives weight to
the nuclear blackmail of the Yanks.
Of course, the reality is that the
Workers State does not; and cannot,
concede fundamentally to imperia—
lism, but such statements
although it is difficult to believe
that Gorbachev can subscribe to
them -~ reflect a desire to contain
the ineluctable process towards
war and to adopt a line which does
not frighten the weaker sectors of
capitalism, and limits the direct
appeal of the Workers States to the
world masses. The whole tenor of
Ghadaffi's speech at the meeting

What tends to be lacking in the
speeches of Cde Gorbachev is
suftficient reference to developing
the Party and liberating the poli—
tical and social torces in the Sov—
jet Union. Objectively, he tends
to contain them by Iimiting the
nature of Glasnosts We are all for
a revolutionary Glasnost — discuss
the economy of the Soviet Union
linked to politics, linked to the
struggle for world Communism.
Glasnost is not the same as the
*fiberalisation’ of Khruschev. It is
part of a real political revolution,
but the conclusions of all this
have to be drawn by the CPS8U;
and we suggest Glasnost is ex—
tended to discussions in Moscow
of anti-capitalist movements,
Socialists, Communlists, and the
revolutionary nationalists
accept the leading role of the
Workers State, to discuss the way
forward, to draw conclusions for
the world revolutionary struggle
to overthrow capitalism.

L canpod do It berause 1F & discussion staried,

who'

THE ZIRCON EPISODE AND ITS CONCLUSIONS

The revelation of the existence of the Space Satellite
JIRCON in 1ts function of spy against the USSR and the
subsequent rald en the BBC, are evenis that realfire
principles  to  wnderstand  this  stage  of  Alstory,
Capitalism prepares for war against the Soviet Union, and
it prepares It clandestinely, [t also prepares Il
against & whole layer of scientists,  technicians,
Journalistis, intellectyals and Intelligent people, who
perceive that It Is not a war to preserve our way of
Jife’ (whatever that means!i, but the way of 1ife of the
ruling class, that is fe say, Il own power and
priviieges,

It Is Important fo ses that since British Aercspace had
published a press relsase on the dey of the launch of the
satellite, giving its precise lecailon in ihe sky, the
idea of hiding from the USSR the exisiepce and role of

SERCON 15 ned in discussian, The fact that ihe
government does not want the matter talked about and the
File made abowt it shown, 15 nob thal if wants te

preserve pational security, [t 1s quite clearly ihat 1t
does ol wani ihe British public io know,

The British pudlic iz prevenied Ffrom knowing for twe
reasons,  One because wilitary natiers - like peace or
war - -are decided withoui consultation with anyone
{certainly  not  parlianentt,  eycept US  leperialism
(rertaindy pob all, as shown by lrangatel, That is o
say, the fundamental decisions of life and death are nade
by wery restricied circles that will eveniuyally wani to
keep ta ithemselves the prerogative te launch the nuclear
war, The cther reason Is that ithe British public wouwid
el have agreed, If 1& had fnown,

[t i5 frue that public opiniop in capitalism i5 very much
formed and informed by capitalism riselr,  However, If
those who have the power to decide war or peace - nat
necessarlly the govermpent - cannot trust the public, it
nust he that they are engaged In something unpopular,
One can only conclude from this thal war against ihe USSR
is pot populsr, This Is a reaffimgtion of whal Fosadas
anmalysed Jong age, that ithe USSR is a supprior social
regine, amd the nationalist seniiment in people will not
be sufficient to galvapniss the whole population In & war
- particularly & meciear one - against it, War being
prapared in this way, Is pot likely to be & suriess,

The populaiion recéives from such events the knowledge
thai they are of no Imporiance, and whilst they shouwld
keep financing every bit of the war preparations, they
shawld notb have any opinion sbout it, This warns of the
aurderous inientions of capitalism, For, dees It not
gtand fo reason that Iif the USSR is the eneny, everyang
can be made fo osee iE7 Bul capitalism conducts no
campaign of explanaiion en ihat account, It can only
psdill In people prejudices against the USSR, abouwl the
right of free trade wnions' and the rights of the
Jigsidents,  For 8% pegards a lagival and argumented
campaign fo explain why the USSR 1s the enemy, they
It would
goon boomerang agalnst capitalism, — A country with po
uneaplovaent, with F00 willion inhabitanis, recently &
calony, today the first power Iin Space and the nuclear
rield,

The Labour Farty leadership shows how nuch 1t Is prepared
bo subnit to capitalism, when it joins the chorus of the
‘national security’ scare, By thal however, what must be
understood Is the security of the ruling rlass, which
gees that to rebain its power In hisfory, It has o fry
fe smash the warkers siates and the workers novensni,
Howpver, the Workers States are ne longer colonies, and
the worid masses - included the nasses of sach capitalist
country = are net against them,

What capitalism shows In all this, Is that it has no
argument, It has only weapons, but even the effective
use of those weapons will demand more social suppert than
capitalisn has,  What It calls national security is a
mantle to cover Its own secrel preéparations, Thalcher
showed gquite clearly that she does not care If the Us
Fhantoms F11 start Frow British territory loadsd with

continued page 2




Editorial

The Thatcher visit to the Soviet

Union shows that there is no

basis for conciliation

with imperialism.

The process of ‘perestroika’ in the Soviet Union is the centre for the
course of world history., It is part of the process which Cde Posadas
analysed long since as that of partial regeneration, whereby the Workers
States returns to its essential structure liberated from the incubus of
Stalinism. This stage of perestroika is still within its opening phases, with
peculiarities and limitations, but it is preparing the way for new forms of
leadership in the Workers States - an approach to a more revolutionary
leadership. Already,’in a very slight way, it is posing: Why Stalinism?
Why the liquidation of the Bolshevik cadres who led the revolution? What
are the implications for the world process today? The leadership in the
Soviet Union is still not a revolutionary one, but it has opened a process
which cannot but be dynamic, leading to revolutionary conclusions. ‘

The most striking limitation at said that with Thatcher's policy ‘the
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Yankee missiles. In reality Kinnock  Despite the active collaboration capitalism cannot unite its forces.
is obliged to go along with the Labour of the trade union leaderships in The dispute with Japanese capitalism -
Party programme, but does everything sabotaging the various struggles of is an example of the disputes which
to limit its effect - and thus in— the masses, and the lack of sufficient undermine capitalism as a system.
evitably the apparatus sabotages the Soviet intervention to impel the anti~ At the present moment the Soviet
Labour Party and weakens its elec~ nuclear movements, it has proved ~ |eadership does not take full advan—
toral weight. and will prove - impossible for tage of the situation to organise the
-capitalism to stabilise its position. forces of the world against imperia~

Even so, many of the bases of the The budget of Lawson is simply one jism, 1t has to develop world dis—

this moment is that the process is
being interpreted as though it were
confined to elevating the interior
relations in the Soviet Union, but this
can only be a phase. When the Soviet
leadership speaks of improving. life
and economy in the Workers States,
there has to be a global link with all
humanity, all the millions of people
who are exploited by imperialism.
There has to be an end to the type of
interminable negotiations with capi-
talism when what is required is a
systematic effort to develop the bases
for a new mass Communist Internation-
-al. That is a central task for peres—
troika, reconstriction of the world on
the basis of getting rid of world
imperialism.

it is in this conlext that one has to
place -the visit' of the appaliing
Thatcherosaurus to the Soviet Union,
In our view this was not the best mode
of diplomacy by the Soviet leadership,
because it has achieved nothing that
could not have been achieved by less
ceremonial means. It is true the
British masses see that the Soviet
Union wants peace, but this is not
new. The responsibility of the Soviet
Union is global, and diplomacy is part
of the process of preparing for the
final encounter with imperialism,
but what in reality has been gained
from this visit in Moscow? Certainly
the Soviet people have seen this
primaeval creature threatening their
Workers State. That's all. Any trade
treaty could have been amived at in
other ways. In fact, as everyone has
seen, there was no change in the
balance of relations. Neither capita~
lism, nor the Workers State, made any .
concessions. The confrontation con~
tinues. There has to be an end to
this type of diplomacy by the Workers
State, to be replaced by a much more
vigorous diplomacy which involves
appealing to the world masses over
the heads of the representatives of
capitalism who only negotiate because
they want a facade to conceal their
intentions. :

It is important that Arbatov at least
made one clear conclusion when he

nuclear holocaust’, as he put it, was
inevitable. This visit will provoke
further thought in the Soviet leader~
ship on the need to deepen their
policies in relation to the world revo~
lution against imperialisin. The days
of this type of conciliation are
numbered.

As for Thatcherosaurus, although
clearly she has tried to use the visit
to' make herself look important in the
coming elections, this ‘electoral’
prestige will not amount to much.
The debacle of British imperialism is
complete, and thus the govemment
seeks to make us of every ~ liftle
piece of electoral advantage, but
nothing important has come from these

negotiations. Thatcherosaurus: seeks .

to make it appear she has the ear of
the Workers State. Capitalism seeks
to extract authority from talkingto the
Workers State, to make Brilish. im~
perialism appear to-be important and
speaking for ‘European capitalism’.
4t is obliged to appear to 'suppodt’
perestroika because it has to conceal
its sinister intentions.

In_going towards the elections it
is clear that the whole functioning of
capitalism is in decay. Terms such
as democracy and parliament become
increasingly meaningless fictions as
the capitalist state attempts to impose
forms of dictatorship, increasing the
powers -of the pelice, depriving trade
unions of their rights, and trying to
crush the poor, the youth, the un—
employed and the old. The Labour
Parly apparatus has gone out of its
way to show that it has no interest in
winning the elections. 1t conducts no
mass campaigns on anything, but is
quite ready to participate in the cam—
paigns over ‘the loony left' and is
remote from any workers’ struggle,
as over the miners, the printers etc.
The visit of Kinnock to see the repre~
sentatives of Yankee imperialism
also brings out the ineptitude of the
apparatus trying to get the approval
of the imperialists in spite of Wein—
bergers open hostifity to the Labour
Party programme fo terminate with

Conservative electorate are doubtful for the ruling class and is of no in-~
of future perspectives with Thatcher terest for the development of the
and thus, even with no serious oppo~ economy. The problems of housing,
sition, insecurity characterises the transport, massive pollution, indus~
capitalist class. The fact is that the trial growth cannot be solved within
majority of the population, as in the the orbit of capitalism. So-called
last ‘election, is ‘against Thatcher reforms in education are simply to
but there is no anti~capitalist centre maintain education at the level of the
which can mobilise these forces. declining capacity of the system.
The left in the Labour Party will have But capitalism does not have . the

to reflect on all this, The fact that strength to impose.'its totalitarian

Benn sees the importance of peres—~ control- All the capitalist states ~
troika  points to the effects which including Spain, ltaly, France and
this - process. will eventually have Germany — periodically see mobilisa~
throughout the Communist and Socia~ tions of the population which ~show
list parties, although a return to that capitalism has no authority and
Bolshevism in the Soviet Union will relies on the inadequate Communist
require the need to develop cadres parties and social democratic parties
throughout - the world = Communist to sustain itself. At the same time,
movement. : despite ' innumerable conferences,

cussions and impel the Socialist and
‘Communist parties with Marxist under-
standing. Inevitably, this is on the
agenda because imperialism will not
concede over anything. Its nuclear
armouries are to attack the -Soviet
Union - and the world revolution.
Negotiations cannot overcome this.
Changes in the Soviet Union will
impel all the left forces throughout

the world, and this will have a de— .-

cisive effect, undermining all the
conciliatory trade union functionaries
and destroying the arguments of the
apparatuses who seek to sustain
capitalism. Decomposition is at the
heart of the capitalist system. It was
only necessary to see the recent TV

Continued on page 4

The Teachers’ Dispute a“nyd the incapacity of Capitalism.

Imperialism in the process of
its downfall a'ienates many sec-
tors of the petit bourgeoisie that
would normally offer a base of
social support, The ‘disruption’
in the schools is an expression of
the decomposing structure of capi-
talist authority, Even when sec~
tors.of the unions ~ i.e, the head~-
masters - draw back from confront
~ing the class enemy, it is clear
that the majority of teachers will
not accept the diktat of the capi~
talist governments. The union
leaderships have been obliged to
resort to strike actions. The pro=-

is slipped across by the govern—
ment, and little is said about this
in the ‘organs of public epinion’,
i.6, the capitalist media. This
monstrous act of despotic capita~
list power is reported quite quietly
by the television, radio and press.
When, however, there was a dis~
cussion over the counter—revolu—
tionary ‘solidarity’ movement in
Poland, then the servile trade
union leaderships and the bourge—
oisie went mad about “denial’ of
trade union rights,

This action by the Thatcher

cess is in this case not primarily|government (or, as Tacitus might

concerned with wages but with the
decision of the government to de~
prive the teachers of basic trade
union rights.  Again, what s

have put it, they make a desert and
call it democracy) has also shown
very sharply . the collusion of
the Labour Party apparatus, which

the support of the population vor
the teachers. In practice, this is
a torm of satotage in line with
Labour Party policy elsewhere.
This relays; in effect, the general
fine of the trade union bureaucracy
which is concerned that all trade
union struggles are waged in iso~
fation so that no effective oppo-
sition can be mounted.

It is of fundamental importance
that the teachers wage this strug-
gle in defence of a fundamental
right, but, at
the same time, this struggie should
not be confined to this issue. The
Tharcher government is very frail.
it is based on a minority of the
population and relies on
the supine attitude of the Labour
Party apparatus to continue,

notable is the way in which this does absolutely nothing to ensuftRecently, they put forward a plan
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for a ‘national’ curriculum —~ which
idea the Labour Party supported

a direct hand-shake with the class
enemy - which is complete mysti—
fication in a situation of the de-
composition of the educational
system,

In this respect there ought to be
a general discussion of the need
Continued on page 4




PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM:

tarian Internationalis

THE DIALECTICAL PRO=-

CESS OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF

SOCIALISM.

Proletarian internationalism is correct. But why? Soon the need
for a new discussion of the Communist international will arise. The
Soviet Union does not develop the conception of the necessily and
the historic objective because otherwise it would deal with the
policy, above all the discussion of the reason for Statin. How did
Stalin occur? Why was he killed? How explain the period of Stalin’s
What function has the dictatorship of the proletariat played in the
period of Stalin? It was a dictatorship against the proletariat.

Giving simply the theme of the  phut the construction of doubts, of
dictatorship of the proletariat and the insecurity of humanity which
of proletarian internationalism impedes the development of the
does not give explanations, And intelligence. Proletarian inter—
in depth the explanations which nationalism serves to elevate all
they give of proletarian inter— this because it comes from the
nationalism is partially erroneous necessity of homogenising . the
although - not _in everything. ~economy and to apply then the new
indeed, the historic objective of solidarity and support to every
proletarian internationalism comes progress of history in a concrete .
from the same need as Socialism. way, in supporting each process.
As the . centralisation of the :
economy is necessary, the cen— From that is born the concrete,
tralisation of the objectives and Particular —application and the
of the struggles is very necessary. homogeneous centralisation of the
To that is united the solid, cap— S°0Momy, of the leadership of
able and fraternal action of the SOCi€ly, of science, and of the
proletariat.  But of all that, the TeSults of the class struggle.
most important aspect is the his—
toric function of the need of inter—
nationalism, to conceive the pro—
cess as’ a necessity of history;
from which derives the sagacious
fraternal behavious of supporting
the process of history.  In the
opposite case, it would appear as
a link of instrumental support for
another interest. This is true but
secondary. What is important is
that it'is a question of an historic

It is: necessary lo affirm with
decision that we find ourselves in
a new phase that we are eniering
globally in a new stage,which in—
cludes also a more: resolved

anti—colonial revolution, and the
_workers’ movement against imperi—
alism. and capitalism.

The trip of Giscard d’Estaing
to th jted States has the ob-
necessity, as is the fact that the ‘o t’e Umf i
economy must be centralised lective. ‘of . resolving. numerous

. * problems, but essentially because
From which emerges the truth that 4. vanis are intervening in Eur—
every objective progress has to be épe and to regulate the world
supported. The U_SSR has changed oconomy, besause otherwise every
the course of history. Before, yhing would fall. The Yanks must
Stalin betrayed the revolution; therefore intervene to help the

while today, the Soviet Union sus— economy to some extent, not only
tains it. 1t is an objective need 4o war :

of history which departs from the

necessity of centralising the There is an enormous dispro—
economy which, when it is broken portion between the very favour—
up, instead of progressing, re— able condition and the lack -of
treats. But, as humanity has leadership. Thus there are deve—
already conquered science, tech— joping in a fragmentary way ideas
nology and the capacity for pro— which answer to theoretical neces—
ducing, it has need of structuring sity but which still do not lead to
all the productive capacity on 2 practical and political conclusions.

world scale. And when, toda s
‘ ) ’ Y The Soviets, for example, have no
to construct a railway needs a : chs X
practical political conclusions

week a few minutes will be suf-
; ., .
ficient in the future. Humanily from the principles which they

homogenises intelligence, capa-
city, wisdom and understanding
to produce, above all, human
ihtelligence,

economy.

advancing to proceed from neces—
ity of the formation of general
principles to their practical appii~
cation. They are beginning a pro—
cess on the problem of indepen—
dence, of the causes, of the
necessity of independence; and
of the unity of the world Com—
munist movement.  What type of
unity? On what is it based? What
is the theoretical, political, ob~—
jective, social, historic base of
the unity?

The ceniralisation of the eco—
nomy, its homogenous leadership,
the world centralisation of life are
the most elevated form of intelli—
gence because they eliminate from
the human being concerns such as
where are we? why do we live?
why the sirike? why war? why the
class struggle!? why the death of
the son? why is there not enough
to eat when there is so much food?
All these are blows, impediments
and barriers against intelligence.
They do not maintain ignorance,

Qur task is to make the Com—
munist parties convinced that this
is possible,

ennunciate and show, but they are bureaucracy,

system of Socialism.

Proletarian internationalism was reduced to an empty slogan under Stalinism, but the
new phase in the Soviet Union requires that the principle is given a consistent value,
Soviet help to Angola, Cuba, Nicaragua, Afghanistan etc. represent the a¢tuality of
this principle, but the principle needs application in the sense ihat the Soviet Union
is the instrument of world revolutions Its own development needs the liberation of the
whole world from capitalism. Capitalism is a world system to be replaced by the world

The independenbe of each Parly
{eads to a greater exposure to the
enemy, while unity leads to the
anti-capitalist objective in eco—
nomic policy and to Soviet demo~
cracy.” The Communisi pariies
demand independence, but not fo
break with capiialism.

There is a precedent which
favours then this impulse to inde—
pendence and it is that of Stalin.
But this is not the only motive;
above all, the theoretical and po—
litical preparation is missing, and
they do not affinm many principles
from fear. Hence we believe that
once these are embarked on the
taking of power they will have less
impediment and will realise that
there was no reason for fear, Also
in the present phase the centre is
conquered . by the feft. -

fight of the Workers States, the

One' of the;\fundamehtal Cprin—

ciples of proletarian internation—

alism is that of defending and
sustaining the processes and pro—
gress of history. - These are then
supported, ‘and this is a logical
necessity and scientific obligation.
This is the basis of internalional~
ism. It is not a question of soli—
darity with the exploited but of
supporting the progress of history
which the exploited represent.
supporting the progress of history
which the exploited represent.
The alliance, the solidarity, the
support to the exploited and the
oppressed peoples, to the struggle
for the revolution; to the peoples
who make the revolution and to the
Workers States, is the highest form
of class struggle. i1 originates
from an objective principle of his—
tory, not of special interests of
one or another. The Workers State
has an interest that all countries
become Workers States; with that
there is removed the basis of a new
of a new power,

At the base of Internationalism
is the fact that the process of his—
tory leads to a centralisation of
the economy of society and of hu~
man relations and, beyond that, to
the necessity of helping every
movement, every anti—capitalist
revolutionary process; because in
this way the historic enemy weak—
ens - which is capitalism - and
the objective necessity of the
grovess of history is reinforced —
that is the revolution.

Accordingly  Internationalism
must offer all solidarity, all sup~
porF to the Workers States, to the

3
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colonial revolutions, and to every
strike ~ beginning with the simp—
lest. Solidarity with strikes is a
support to the exploited against
the exploiter; but it serves also fo
increase the force of progress
represented by the revolution,

. which'is expressed in these con-—

crete forms of the struggle for
wages  which increases the
strength and cohesion of the pro—
letariat and its secuwrity in the
confrontations with the class
enemy which come out of it wea—
kened. The policy of independence
on the other hand, tends always to
be an instrument for the exploiter
under the pretext of the right, as
they say, to pluralism. = The his—
toric - conception of proletarian
internationalism is based on the
objective need of human relations,
of science, technology, of the

" economy, and of the progress of

history.

This manifests itself in alesser
scale in other uspects of scientific
activity, literary, medical and
cultural.  Internationalism is a
conception because it refers to a
new sociéty. Such a conception is
founded on the need to sustain
every aspect of the movement of
progress and of struggle, and to
absorb their experiences, to dis—
cuss and to live them. Al that
lies within the aim of generalising
the progress of the struggles, to
know them and to understand that
these do not reflect interests of
groups or sectors, of casies or a

closed class interests, but the in—
terests of the working class to
make history advance. This is the
basis of  proletarian = inter—
nationalism.

An unbreakable part of prole—
tarian internationalism is to live
the experiences with the most

complete democratic - § oviet objec-
tivity. ' That is, not for the benefit
of the Socialist country or the most
powerful Workers State, or of the
Communist Party or Socialist Party
or the most powerful trade unions;
but serves to stimulate the strug—
gle to overthrow the capitalist
system. 11 must then generalise
the experiences and make emerge
those which are born from the
class struggle.

The fundamental conception of
proletarian internationalism is that
the class struggle is permanent
and that the process of history is
interpreted - through - the class
struggle.. That does not impede
affecting forces of the enemy, as
has happened with sectors of the
army in Portugal, -in Ethiopia, in
Algeria and in Madagascar. At the
base is the class conception. The
classes thus answer to the objec~
tive class consciocusness as re—
gards the function and the interest
of the economy. The proletariat —
which is - the. class which will
overturn the capitalist system -
has no egotistic interest in taking
the position of the present owner,
capitalism. But its. function in
the economy and in history, which
is that of overthrowing capitalism
and forming a new society, obliges
it also to eliminate itself as a
class. That determines the con—
sciousness and the behaviour of
the profetariat and is at. the base
of - proletarian internationalism.

internationalism

Proletarian
means to generalise the experi-
ences which form in the Workers
States, in the Socialist parties, in
Cuba, in China and in the other

couniries. 1t does not mean. to
assimilate bureaucratic aspects,

partial interests or limits, but to

take the most advanced elements:
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which, in this case, are shown by
the Soviet Union, that is, support
to the revolutionary movements
and the criticism of Stalin.

Stalin did not prevail because

Supporting proletarian inter—
nationalism means criticising the
‘methods of the bureaucratic leader
-ships and the national interest
of the bureaucracy, of all the
Communist parties and the Wor—

he was:an evil person who conirol— kers States. - They have to discuss

led the Party apparatus. If matters
were like that it would mean that
the Party of Lenin had no sirength
-~ but then it would not have made
the Revolution. In reality, Stalin
was the fruit of the coincidences
of some historic conditions at
world level which allowed the
development of the bureaucracy
and thus of Stalin. Among these
conditions were the situation of
the Bolshevik Party which emerg—
ed weakened by the Revolution,
and the failure of the Revolution
to extend itself, which forced it

to retreat.  Also, the economic function of Socialism, making its proletarian internationalism is the ations,

poverty of the Soviet Union has
to be recalled, and the loss of
numerous cadres submitted to ad—
ministrative tasks or killed in the
course of the civil war. Stalin
was not the product of a demoni—
acal inteliectual capacity, or a’
result of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, but emerged from a4
historic condition which could not
be repeated,

objectively, because in this way
they win some sectors of the po—
pulation. * Other sectors they can
win if they show the historic
function of the proletariat at the
cultural, economic and scientific
level. The proletariat is not
egotistic and does not function
only in function of its class; thus
it wins sectors of the population
as it wins the army.’

The historic security of the
proletariat which works as a

own all the experiences and carry~
ing with it other sectors of the
population, is the fundamental
element why the proletariat ac~
quires the majority. From a par—

ticular component it becomes the the Soviet Union will save human—

majority, because it expresses

it shows itself at the level of the oppressed. This is not aig possible to take from the enemy
realising the progress of society. mystico~teligious conception, sectors of the petit and middie
Such an historical function of but a necessary condition for the hourgeoisie, and from the artisan
prolefarian internationalism de— progress of humanity, a form of sectors, with a line and a pro—
rives from the objective necessity fratemnal love for humanity. We are gramme in which the proletariat
to centralise the economy on a in fact winning, also, a part of the shows itself capable of leading
world—wide scale, as happens in world religious sectors « sociely and suppressing all the
science, technology, art and cul— based on a mustical, hypocritical evils. And it is necessary that.
ture.  The world centralisation of concepiion — as in the behaviour all the population participates,
the economy is necessary to im-— of the Church which protected and creating the appropriate organisms
pede competition in Socialist represented capitalismi— whohave as the Russian Revolution did.
countries which, on the contrary, matured and are linked with the
is present today: This involves revolution. Human solidarity and
an enormous wastage of forces and defence of human dignity, this is
a consequent loss of authority in our influence on the Catholic
front of the world proletariat and masses which we are carrying
other sectors of the population, within the revolution. They rea—
in particular of the United States lise the superiority of the prole—
who see the internal disputes of tariat and the Workers States.
the Workers State. Capitalism is in crisis, while the
‘ , ~ Workers States show a constant
One of the fundamental tasks of progress in spite of their limit—
the bureaucratic apparatus

The bureaucracy was not born
inevitably from the Revolution
through the defeais of the Party or
from the historic errors of the dic—
tatorship of the proletariat, but
through “the historic conditions
which cannot be repeated, and
thus fascism has triumphed no-
#here in the world even if imperi—
alism was able to continue to
survive for a period.

unification of the Communist world and the regional and national in—

It is on this base that prole—
tarian internationalism must be
interpreted. ‘

movement, above all of China and terests of each state. And indeed
the USSR, the Workers States have an extra—
ordinary authority over the popu~—
Unification between China and lation of the world." ‘ '

: J. POSADAS 20 May 1976.

ity dozens of years of tragedy and It is necessary to discuss on

the scientific, political and social poverty. Hence, it is necessary to this base and to generalise the
objectives of the development of demand proletarian international— experiences which show that the

the economy. It thus wins other
sectors of the population, because

ism which creates the conditions

1 class struggle is permanent and
for solidarity with the poor and ‘

world—wide. ' That means that it

The situation in the Middle East and the need for Afghanistan
to develop as a workers state. ,

The most recent revelations
from the Irangate proceedings
show yet again the impasse inio
which Yankee policy has arrived
in the Middle East, entering inito
the negotiations with the ‘funda—
mentalists’ whilst  publically
condemning them for terrorism.,

Apart from exciting tension,
imperialist policy is paralysed in
the Middle East.  Israel, for
example, was constructed to act
as a gendarme in the area as a
“means of containing R
any advance of the Arab revolu—
tion, Imperialism relied on col—
lusion with representatives of the
capitalist and feudal elements in
Jordan, Iran and Saudi Arabia
to put the biockers on human pro—
gress. At one time they could
intervene openly in the Middle
East as over the Yankee invasion
of Lebanon in 1958, Now the
whole balance of world forces
imposes such a level of restraint
that it is impossible to maintain a
credible policy. What little exis—
ted has now been blown sky high
by the crisis of Irangate which
has reduced the presidency of the
United States to a shambles, thus
depriving United States imperia—
lism of authority.

As it has not been able to
intervene directly in the affairs
of the Middle East imperialism
has had to resort to all ‘manner of
organised terrorist acts.  Thus,
until recently, a massive cam—
paign was organised against L.ibya
~ with trials in Britain and West
Germany — so as to develop a high
state of tension in the Middie
East with possibilities leading to
war through direct collision - with
the Soviet Union. The disasirous.

Israeli defeat in the Lebanon has
complicated . everything. At one
stage it looked as though they
might have been able to maintain
a certain impetus in their attacks,
but their interventions in one part
of the world cannot be conducted
apart from the general balance of
world forces, and after the Libyan
fiasco they were unable to main—
tain any momentum.

imperialism continues to huff
and puff not on the basis of any
social strength but on the basis
that none of the couniries in the
area are Workers States with a
leadership of the necessary
calibre. There are revolutionary
states, such as lran, Iraq, Syria
and Algeria, but none of their
leaderships represent the charac~—

ter of the process. Thus imperia—

lism hopes to manoeuvre. Period—
ically they hold military exercises
invaiving Egypt within emergency
forces to terrorise the ret jon. Now
they are making a great deal about
the need to defend shipping in
the Persian Gulf,

T he complete impotence of jm—
perialism is shown in refation to
the present process in the L.eban—
on. There the PLO has re—
established itseli, much to the
chagrin of imperialism, and ele—
ments of other anti~imperialist

~ Islamic forces have also appeared.
‘The Syrian leadership, which is

quite limited, has entered L.ebanon,
to contain the anti—imperialist
process, but also it cannot con—
nivésso directly with the attemp—
ted destryction . of - the PLO.
Imperialism, after having mounted
a massive campaignagainst Syria,
now has to speak in dulcet tones.
All this confirms the analysis of

Cde Posaidas that in the prepara— the social revolutionary forces in smokescreen, ius.t‘ as the Thatch—

tion of the war imperialism lives
in a state of paralysis, it cannot
determine evenis, and is constani—
ly involved in operations which go
nowhere and result in showing up
the shoddiness and lack of per—
spective of the capitalist system.

The Workers States are not in
the best position to intervene in
the Middle East because they fack
firm bases, owing to previous
errors of the Stalinist regime.
Thus, the Stalinists ruined the
Tudeh Party after the Second World
War and disastrous policies affec—
ted the , iraq Communist Parly so
that the leadership of these coun—
tries fell into the hands of camar—
rillas who do not represent pro—
gress. The Soviet Union susiains
the revolutionary process by its
existence and support, but there
has been a lack of political pre—
paration to intervene much more
powerfully and consistently in the
area.

The Iran—-iraq war is very much
an example of a war of this period
which is totally backward and has
no relation to thr aspirations of

failures to construct progressive
leaderships in the past. Imperi—
alism tries to intervene in these
struggles but is not the determin-
ing agent,  Although the war was
launched by the cligue

iran via the war, while maintaining
anti~imperialist positions. “

The case of Ilran particularly
shows the change in the balance
of worid relations. At one time
the Shah of Ilran was the ideal
Yankee stooge. A large army and
vicious persecufion at home seem—
ed to guarantee a bastion of anti--
Communism. Now all is past and
the Yanks go cap in hand to nego—
tiate arms deals with one of the
cligues in Tehran. Bul, they have
nothing firm, They negotiate with
one of the cliques fo contain a new
revolutionary step forward in the
revolution, i.e. fand reform and
statification. Even the group they
try to work with has to maintain
the anti—imperialist, anti~Zionist
front., . )

It is true that the Workers

States do not have the firmest
bases in this area with which to
intervene, but also Soviet policy
is still geared to forms of concili~

ation which prevent taking full
advantage of the declining’ for—
tunes of imperialism,

What is necessary is to utilise
the most revolutionary sectors in
‘ the Middke East to act as centres
the masses and is the resuil of {o atiract the masses throughout

the area., Libya and South Yemen
are examples of this.

vantage of the conflicts of the
Israel-Arab bourgeoisie, but these
have a limit; thus the Soviet Union

This does
not exclude diplomacy to take ad—

er’'s visit to Moscow punctuates .
the preparations for war, and -
perialism is obliged to participate
in_diplomacy to cover their in—
tentions. Certainly it is necessary
for the Soviets fo use diplomacy
‘here, but more important it is
necessary to improve the political
orientation in thesk areas.

in this respect the reecent
Soviet policy over Afghanistan
feaves much to be desired, A
well defined policy here could
have repercussions over all the-
Middle East.. The Soviet inter—
vention in Afghanistan was one. of
the most important interventions of
the period of Breznev and produced
one of the “finest texts of Cde
Posadas. We are re—publishing
some parts of this text because it
shows how a consistent policy in
Afghanistan could have reper—
cussions in the whole of the Mus—
lim world, Afghanistan cannot be
a subject of diplomatic games with
imperialism.  The development of
Afghanistan consciously fowards
a Workers State would have im—
mense repercussions throughout
the Middle East. It would be a
example of construction,

As part of their diplomatic
policy the Soviets have offered to
withdraw their troops from Afghan—
istan if Yankee imperialism will
refrain from intervening  there.

in Iraq, partly to gain prestige and places much weight on a confer— Vast fur!ds. have been .dedicate:d
partly from fear of the results of ence which incorporates them— 0Y imperialism to promoting war in
the original progress of the Iranian sejves in the discussion in the Afghanistan. In fact, the country
revolution, in the latter stages it \iddle East, The Yanks may be 'S at war with imperialism which
is clear that the clique in Tehran jmpeded in their course to war, interv‘enes with all manner of
has continued the war-for its own put it remains their only way out 3W70Cious massacres and hombings,
objectives. [t seeks to exhaust gpd discussions for them are a Continued on pagey




Afghanistan, :mpenahsm the USSR and the construction of
Seclahsm.

It is necessary to support un—
conditionally any measures —~ like the
Soviet intervention ~ which impels
Afghanistan towards the Workers
State. At the same time, itis
necessary to call upon the population
to intervene, to participate in dis=
cussions, organise trade unions,
district committees, committees in
the countryside. The population has
to be called upon to participate rapid~
ly in a plan for a political, economic
and social programme of development.
There must be a plan for the develop-
ment of cultural, academic and artis~
tic knowledge; and an intensification
of cultural and scientific programmes
through the radio, the TV elc. ...l is
necessary to create cadres in the
trade union field and in the univer~
sities so that people intervene in the
process. Appeals fo the nomadic
tribes ~ who are determined by the
big landowners — must be launched
seeking to win the tribesmen over.
The Soviet Union was full of such
nomads like Afghanistan today, and
it incorporated them into the social
life of the Soviet Union. The Com=
munist parties must interpret the
Soviet intervention on this basis.
The criticisms one may address to
the Soviet ieadership concern the
limits there are in the development of
internal Soviet democracy. Then it is
necessary to demand more Soviet
democracy. But, before demanding
this from the Soviets, the Communist
parties' must start practising Soviet
democracy themselves! The Italian
Communist Party or the French Com~
munists ' cannot demand from the
Soviets greater democracy when, . in

their own parties, one cannot discuss,

It is necessary to support agrarian
reform.. One must give it a systematic
character, distribute the land to the
peasants, and set up collective co~
operatives throughout the state. The
big landowners must be expropriated
and the land distributed to the pea-
sants, together with a plan of pro~

J. POSADAS

duction, supported by the technical
intervention of the state. Or the
nationalised land has to be worked
under state control. At the same time
trade union and political life must be
improved, and one must proceed with
the organisation of co-operatives,"
intensification of education; and a
plan for literacy, political education
and industrial production. The plan
must be developed to respond to the
needs of the population in housing,
roads, means of transport, hospitals,
runping water, gas, electricity and
the production of all manner of foods.

The population must feel that the plan The Workers States have an objective

is for the population. It must see

that it is not a programme dedicated to cyltural development of the peoples.

-or for -~ the benefits of capitalist
sectors; it must see that production
is not geared to affirm, increase or
teproduce capitalist interests and
exploitation. The population must be
shown that production is for its
benefit. There must be the formation
of organisms in the schools, in the
factories, in the districts ~etc....
There the population must discass
this programme and the plans for its
application, so as to elevate the
political and cultural capacity of the
population and for it to become able
to intervene in production. This is
going to give the masses an enormous
confidence.

At the same time, the political
education of the masses must be
elevated. It will be on this basis
that the capacily and interest of the
population to learn will elevate. The
population is going to understand this

‘qucckly because it is gomg to see the

litik between this and the progress of
its standard of living. 1t is going to
see the unity which there is between
political preoccupation and the pro-
gramme to satisfy the necessmes of
life,

The Soviet govemmen! must give
all its support. It must give loans
and economic aid, and make appealis

5180

to the international workers’ move-
ment, - and revolutionary
movements, for them to support fhis
development of Afghanistan. Appeals
must be launched to the Muslim
movements of the world fo support
this, to bring the masses out of back~
wardness.  The world Muslim move~
ment must be made to feel that the
Soviet Union and the other Workers
States are preoccupied and interested
in the development and progress of
the population, be they Catholic,:
Muslim, Jewish or any other religion.

preoccupation for the social and

It is necessary to act like this to
influence the Muslim movement, and
also for the Muslim masses of lran
to see that there is no contradiction
at all betwwen the: social, political,
scientific and cultural development
of the Muslim movement and the
development of Workers States.
Religion is not an obstacie to this -
it does not contradict the cultural,
social and economic development of
the population. '

The population must intervene and |
{ead this process. Let the population
do this and in this way impede the
formation of bureaucratic apparatuses,
which contain and deviate the pro~
cess; they interfere to contain the
development of the scientific and
cultural elevation of the population.:

In Afghanistan there is an intemal
struggle where a belated leadership
for this process.is being formed. The
Soviets and the Communist parties
have mtervened late — but a leader~
ship is in formation. There is an
elevation of the struggle internally
and internationally. It is obvious
that imperialism has an interest to
block the spreading of the political
authority of the Soviet Union.

J. POSADAS
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as the Hitlerites intervened in
Spain. internally the Afghan
government -has adopted what is
called a policy of national recon—
ciliation, hoping to gain from the
decomposition of the class enemy.
Imperialism seeks to utilise these
policies to make it appear that
they are strong and that the
Soviets are obliged to listen to
them. In practice, of course, the
Workers State cannot make a deal
over Afghanistan which betrays
the revolution, just as the 5 pviets
cannot abandon Nicaragua or Cuba.

The problem is that a policy of
conciliatory diplomatic gestures
has a limit because it is quite
clear that the decisive rulers of
imperialism are dedicated to war,

and the emphasis has to be chan—

ged from. hoping to influence the
weaker. sectors of capitalism to
organising the masses of the world
to take power. This was unequi-
vocally the policy of Lenin.

‘Whatever diplomacy was developed

with capitalism, the Bolsheviks
maintained the perspectives of

support for the world revolution.
More and more the world process
and the changes in the Soviet
Union are going to raise these
issues, It is possible by a revo—
{utionary policy to influence the
bourgecisie, There were many
examples of this in the Russian
Revolution,

It is clear that Afghanistan is
making social progress, but there
is no need to make internal com—
promises politically or economi~
cally. It is necessary to develop
the Communist cadres with the
clearly expressed idea of develop—~
ing Afghanistan asa Workers State.
This may cost support among
Western liberals, but the gain in
social support throughout Asia and
the Middle East would be immense.
It would begin to destroy utterly
the structure of the Islamic
cliques in Iran, and the regime of
the Iraqi camarillas as well. The
masses ‘of the whole world would
see an example. We salute the
changes in Afghanistan, but they
are not enough and there is no

justification for policies of con—
ciliation, internally or externally.
It is to be expected that groups of
reaction will fall apart because
the balance of forces is against
them. Imperialism lacks any force
of social attraction save for the
barbaric sectors of feudal land—
owners, drug pushers, arms dealers
and mercenaries.

We suggest that instead of
Soviet preoccupation with Western
trade deals ,that Afghanistan is
made a showpiece of COMECON,
an example of the social superi—
ority of the Workers State. The
Soviets have given already much
help to Afghanistan but, as Cde
Posadas argued, it is necessary
that conclusions of principle
are reached so as most effectively
to liquidate the class enemy
throughout the planet. The appa—
rent ‘impasse’ in the Middie East
would be -resolved in favour of
decisive social change if the
Soviets were consistently to use
Afghanistan and the experiences
South Yemen as examples for the
Arab masses.

From page 1

for the wholesale transformation of
the education system. The present
structure of teaching is related to

the exigencies and limitations of:

capitalism. It is geared to satisfy
the limited needs of private pro=-
perty, and the result is that now
it is revealed that millions are
illiterate in the heart of an ‘ad-
vanced' capitalist state. What
has the great ‘national’ curriculum
to do with this?

The teachers’ struggle is being
waged in a limited defensive way.
The reality is that, in its final
phases of degeneration, the edu-
cation system -is reduced to the
most crude instrumental role to
sustain the falling capitalist sys~
tem. Military research dominates
science, and the precccupation
with ‘standards’ in the schools is
pure camouflage by capitalism,

When there are'so many millions
of itliterates, this is because the
system has no interest and no
capacity in educating the popula~
tion. In practice they would like
to reduce the cultural level of the
population to that of zombies and
totally lumpenise society,

It is necessary to advance the
programmatic levels of the strug=
gle and go beyond mere trade
unionism which leaves the field fo
the spokesmen of capitalism, f
there is a far-reaching program-
matic struggle, this would-allow a
much more profound link with the
population. Capitalism now talks
about involving parents much more
in discussion about education.e.
but with what objectives? Those

set by capitalism merely mean
disputes over allocation of minute
resourcess Similarly, when there
are complaints about the insuffi=
cient resources given to Poly=-
technics as opposed to Universi-
ties, this again confines the prob-
lem wzthm the frontiers of capita~-
lism. This ploy has failed because
many parents see that the problem
is the inability of capitalism to
allocate sufficient resources,

Education has no future within
capitalism, save for a small privi-
leged minority. The struggle for
education has to be linked up with
the programme of social transfor~-
mations, with the struggle to over
~throw the capitalist system -
which is a block te human progress
in all spheres, The need to con~
centrate the various struggles
against capitalism is going io
augment, because the Labour Party
leadership.in this stage of capi-
talist disintegration is resigning
from serious struggle. This will
open the way fo revolutionary
currents which will ‘see that there
is nopossibility of changing capi-
talist society or education within
capitalism. What is required is a
comprehensive programme - of
social changes, expropriation of
all key industries and the banks,
workers' control, the eradication
of private education and the
placing of all educational institu~
tions under the control of popular
committees, and a genuine demo~
cratic  functioning in schools
which eliminates the bureaucratic
hierarchy and separate caste in-
terests which stultify educational
progress,

From page |

programme on the Malvinas war, wheretexpropriation of the industries and

the soldiess who had fought for banks, workers'
imperialism clearly did not believe closing of all nuclear bases.

in the war, to see that the world

and the ‘
The
relate

control .

Labour left will have to

system of private property is in total {o the population, it cannot br sub-
putrefaction and the way demands the pitted to the Labour apparatus or

programme of social transformatlons,

Parliament.
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Editorial

FOR A LABOUR GOVERNMENT!
o CLOSE Au_ THE NUCLEAR:BA'SES |
"'A PLANNED ECONOMY

UNDER WORKERS CONTROL

... The Clonservai‘ivés have been obliged to call the elections, al—
Athough they still have a year to go, seeking to choose.a moment

they feel is more favourable to them, hoping to avoid the conse-—

quences of an economic downturn in the near future. . They are full of

insecurity. despite having an electoral system rigged in their favour.

Anxiously the Conservatives examine every poll and every aspect of
business confidence. They know that the majority of the population
is ;aga‘inst them, and they have to disguise the total lack of per—
spective of capitalism by pretending interest now in public improve—
ments, although ,,theré are no resour es within capitalism for this.
As we have argued befokre9 they need: fascism but are unable to
develop it, and the potential fascists get no further than the football
| hoodtums and racism. Objrctively, there are plenty of

elements here and in Northern Ireland who. are .the raw material of
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fasc:sm, but capitalism lacks an historic perspective.

War . for them

has to be prepared for in clandesttmtyo

In spite of the Labour Party
apparatus, the central sectors of
the workers’ vanguard -and ‘the
petit bourgecis ‘allies will con-

concentrate’ around the Labour“ N

Pan‘ye

The negotiations over missiles

continue at Geneva and:-all-man-—

ner of discussions take place on
the subject of linking one’ group
~of-missiles with anothers  There
is disarray in the German govern—
ment on the issue;-and top layers
of -imperialism speak about cau-
tion in receiving the Soviet pro—
posalss Imperialism itself has no
interest in making ahy agreements

bwcause this would make L€M=

plications for their need to main~—
tain an anti-Soviet excitation,
They see various conc:liatory
attitudes from the Soviets, as
over the miserable Sakharov, but
‘they also see the essential firm—
ness of the Workers Svate,
realise that they are not in a
position to take advantage of the
Soviets so that they can attack
the Soviets unawares. On the
other hand, such is their social
weakness in front of. their own
masses that they are obliged to
negotiate.

a defeat for thems. Some limita—
tion on missiles in Europe is no
guarantee against bombardment
in nuclear war.
is  developing, ‘conventional®
weapons exist close to ‘nuclear’
weapons. Thatcher has now ‘con
~ceded’ over the missile with—
drawal, in line with the Yanks.
It is a necessary tactic for them
and does not alter their inten~-
tions for wars The Soviets, on

the diplomatic plane, have been:

right to take full advantage of the
immense debility of imperialism,

but it is ‘incorrect to give rise:

to any illusions that imperialism

‘the
They.

Thus negotiation is:

New technology’

can:be made to think better, or be
WOR -OVer.

At s clear that there-is-much

~discussion .in .the Soviet teams,
some of it relating to. early. ex—

periences . of -the Soviet state,
which are very limited anduse the
NEP experience. in.a way which
has no -relation to the. present

tions

itself, or in the Party apparatus,
imperialism degenerates into in=-
sider dealing, the avoidable loss
of fife on the Channel Ferry dis—
aster, and massive contempt for
the needs. of the population. All
this contains a fundamentai poti—
tical lesson. ' The errors and
limitations of the Workers State
can be correcteds The bureau=
cracy is an excrescence on the
Workers State, it 'is not natural to
the Workers State. But capttahsm
is altogether ‘ditferents That
system--depends.on- exploiting
people and on killing them, That
is capitalism: war and exploita—
There is no possibility of
changing capitalism. It is entirg~
ly vicious in its nature and has
to be put downs

world, but. there are discussions -

which. are going to have to cofm

tinue. - The Workers State:cannot

stay with.the NEP however much

the top bureaucracy may want
this =" including - taking ‘a 'soft

‘line on bad aspects of the Chi—
‘nese experiences,

In any case;
the problems of the Soviet lea—
dership are ‘ones which will lead
to progress., This is not the case
with the ludicrous happenings in
" lrangate investigations,
where the Yankee Presidency is
paralysede
imperialist leadership continues,

‘not through the titular heads of -

government but through General
Staffs,” like Rogers ‘and NATO
and all the extra—government
agencies linking business, the
armed forces and the intelligence
servicess The problem for them
is that, more and more, the demo—
cratic facade of Western capita~—

lism is. breaking down, and the

petit bourgeoisie become aware

that capitalism ' cannot provide

stability or a perspective, and
that the system is open season

for multi~national military con—

tractors, speculators and gang—
sters. Even quite accommodated
sectors see more and more that
the system is fatally flawed and
has no ‘solution

While - the .- Soviets- tackle
corruption.and .arbitrary - conduct
in the police or the Red Army

The continuity of

to “anything.

THATCHER CAPITALfSM HAS
FAILED. '

The electoral preparations 'in
Britain are thus occurring in a
most ‘unfavourable world setting
for imperialisms ~The government
dons the electoral mask and pre—

tends to be concerned about rural
schools, ‘hoping to win a few
votes. Despite the humbug about
lower unemployment, the economie
situationscontinues to deteriorate
with the decline of manufacturing
and - the export ‘of investment
capital elsewhere.  The war
budget is immenses There i$ no
way out for capitalism save war,
because all the problems are in—
soluble within the terms of the

systems

“The dispute with the teachers
continyes and. the. suggestions
about the relevance of Latin and
the possibility of choice of
schools - iees more competition,
for reduced resources—~ is only
further proof of the total cynicism
of the capitalist system, openly
giving over to parasitism, men=
dacity and = war preparations.
This consz‘am‘iy stimulates the
need for a fundamental re=think
on the left of the Labour Party
—~ is this bourgeois democracy
the only instrument of change?
is it not necessary to prepare

Soviet Youth demonstrate for peace

highs

a Marxist current to terminate
with- illusions of ‘the old social
democracy and open the way for a
different relation of party and
masses?

THE INTERNAL DECOMPOS[~
TION OF  THE -BOURGEOIS
STATE.

The attempt to'stop the pubil-—-
cation of a book by a former:agent
in Australia, plus the 'refusal of
the government to-investigate the.
‘@xtra=parliamentary. plottings. .of
state officials during the Wilson
perfod — with-implications of the
ClA =~ -arises. from the. profound
cisorderwithin: capitalism, the
defeatism. of the heart of capita—
lismo. ~Thatcher’s refusal to allow
a.. .serfous. - investigation  of -the
Idea of a-coup against-the Wilson
government is that such an action
would tend to show. that all power
lies outside Parliament and is.in
the hands of cliques who. do as
they-like.. They dare not took into
these issues, just as. the nature
of.Yankee intervention: in  this
country prior to war is also ig-.
nored. - The fact that sectors of
the bourgeoisie ralse these prob—
fems is because the system more
and more lacks credibility and. is’
decomposing. . Thatcher's regime:
cannot stop this rot.

.. In the recent local elections,
Labour made some gains but the
performance . was not distine
guished and abstentions are quite
The apparatus was quick
to enter into collision with the
Black sections, which means a
fightwithinthe apparatus because
the Labour left does not develop
a strugyle outside the apparatus,
The ‘black’ sections suffer from
the same Ilmttanons as the rest
of the Labour left — a lack of
Marxist orientation and using the .
Blacks as an electoral counter
and not a force with the rest of
the population for a programme of
social transformation, indepen—
dent of the apparatus.

The passive attitude of the
Labour Party in front of Thatche=

Continued on page 4
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The first of May is celeb—
rated in a planet of immense’

tumuit undwr the pressure for students.

radical social change to liqui—

date what remains of imperia—:

lism. f{t is a process of un—
equalied concentration. The
contrast between the vast

social aspirations of humanity

and the total and homicidal de—
generation of imperialism -

including its ecological ban—
Although

ditry — is complete.
imperialism does not have the

strength to turn what remains of
it into a concentration camp,

its intentions are identical with
those of the nazis, to try to
wipe out human progress and
intimidate humanity into sub-—
mission.
fidence of the Soviet Union in
particular impels humanity to

confront the imperialists, and’

this in itseif weakens the
capacity of the war planners.

Nothing brings out the con—

trast _belween the two social
thain

systems to compare the advance
of the Soviets with the situation
in the United States, The prime
Workers  State is now entering
upon a new stage, still incom=-
plete and with drawbacks and
complications but nonetheless
there is a real attempt to rid the
Workers State  of bureaucratic
excrescences, to eliminate the
elements that stagnate and are

a dead wekght against the pro—

gress- of ‘the Workers State in
the confrontation with imperia—
lism. Imperialism cannot inter—
pret  this phenomenon. In
general, they try to say that it
is ‘because the Workers States
have to modernise themselves
to- compete with capitalism.
They say warily that it is good
or not so good, according to its
conciliatory features, but for
analyses ' they have nothing.
The masses of the world have
no such doubts.: They see the
Workers State actively involved
with ~whatever “complications
and limitations trying to aug—
ment the functioning democracy
of -the Workers State and make

life better for the Soviet masses’

to take into account the needs

of the population. Even when
the Soviet leadership does not
represent totally and adequately
the revolutionary character of
the workers or of the worid
masses, humanity sees a dis—
tinct progress and the smiling
face of the Soviet Union irradi—
ates throughout the world and
sustains every initiative of
progress.

At the same time, even when
it is clear that there is much to
change in the smaller Workers
States such as Yugoslavia,
Hungary, Romania, Poland etc.,
and enormous rectmcatuons to
be made in China, this does not
weigh on the masses of the
world as in previous epochs.
The Sino—Soviet dispute has
diminished in weight. In this
sense it is important to see the

2

_ecrisis which was

But the growing con—

MANIFESTO OF THE FIRST OF MAY

reflected in
the rebellion of the Chinese
Certainly. rightist:
elements were trying to use the
rebelfion for their own purposes
but the movement was larger
than this and shows, in a limi~
‘ted way, the rejection of the
policies of the present leader—
ship, who are obliged now to
manoeuvre and, in part, retreat.
The progress of the Chinese
Workers State enters into con—
flict more and more with its re—
actionary leadership.

The camp of imperialism
gives a totally different picture
of disintegration and degenera—
tion on an unparallieled scale.
Thus the overthrow of the sys—

tem on a world scale is, in some

senses, "already being accom—
plished. The top apparatuses
of imperialism are in position
but their appararent power
masks an inner void. Faced
with the development of the
Workers States, the armies of
imperialism are rife with de—
featism. The obsession with
spies is a reflection of this
uncertainty, the need to main—
tain a constant state of prepar—
ation. . Soviet diplomacy has
taken advantage of the parlous
internal conflicts and incapa—
city of imperialism and has put

imperialism, in this respect, on
the defensive, even prostrate
in front of the Soviets. '~ This
weakness augments the ten—

surviving on the basis of finan—
cial speculation, and some
Iook to the Workers States as a
lifeline for survival by trade.
The Reagans, Thatchers, Kohls
and Nakasones represent only a
small layer in comparison with
the masses of the worid. They
show only .the isolation of
irpperia~lism. k ‘
Al the continents show the
maturity, and more than matur—
ity, for the elimination of the
capitalist  system. Even in
Africa, where tribal traditions
and economic backwardness are
a legacy of imperialism, there is
a constant progress. Countries
such as Zimbabwe submitted to
the incursions of South Africa
nonetheless make a continuous
progres, including steps to—
wards a united single so cialist
party for the country and closer
relations with the Workers
States. Soviet aid sustains
Angola ‘and *Mozambique,
Birkina Faso has entered on
the path of 'social progress,
despite minimum conditions of
survival, On the other hand,
the regime in South Africa sus—
tained by world imperialism in
the most desp;cable and hypo~—
critical manner, is in irrevers—
ible degeneration, A regime of
murder and torture cannot sta—

" bilise their suppurating regime.

Africa, as a whole, shows the
criminal effects of the im—
poverishment induced by the
imbecile structure of capitalism.

and

sions within the top teams of The levels of starvation, the
imperialism to the point of in— crisis of agriculture and the
sanity. They require a pé‘rma-— abandonment of Africa as a
nent state of alert and a con— place for development is a par—
stant atmosphere of excitation ticularly brutal example of the

that allows no respite to im-

pede thought and prevent de— capitalism
] immediate profits and the sale
the of arms.

moralisation; but this is con—
stantly undermined by
social weight of the Workers
States. ‘ ‘

Thus, the delays in the
launching of the war lead to an
inevitablie exacerbation of all
the contradictions within the
camp. of imperialism, The
struggle with Japanese imperi—
alism is a war without actual

fighting, only because the im~—

perialist states are forced to
keep together to confront the
Workers States. The Yanks,
having driven up interest rates
in the past to finance their
colossall war programmes are
now trying to smashi their in—
dustrial competitors by a brutal
tariff war and a falling doliar.
All this in the midst of con—
fronting the Workers States.
This is total confirmation of the
analysis of Cde Posadas that
imperialism can only launch the
war in the worst possible con—

ditions for them, in which their

propaganda has failed, in which
the world sees the immense
progress of the Workers States,
Capitalism  has  lost all the
arguments and their apparatuses
have lost all confidence. Large

sectors of capitalism are .now:.

reduced to complete inertia,

complete lack of interest of

~in the continent of- Asia, in
countries such as India and-
Indonesia — where imperialism

succeeded for a period in liqui~

dating the PKI as a serious
force — it is clear that the
failing structure of capitalism
is going to have to confront the
search for transformations. in
this casd, the experience of the

‘and. raises basic slogans such
as the Socialist Federation of
Latin America, and the slogan
of Socialist Federation is valid
for all continents, ‘

Progress is made through
those instrumenis that happen
to be available in history, but
if they are not sufficient the

Philippines adds a new source~progress of history nonethdless

of revolutionary stimulus to the
whole area. There, the process
of ‘democratisation’ is not of
itself going to soive the prob—
iems of the Philippines; but the
development of a capable Com—
munist leadership geared to the
masses but able to take tactical
advantage of the disintegration
‘of the bourgeoisie and of im=

perialism, refiects an aspect of

of a maturing of the Communist

cadres throughout the world.

In Latin and central America

Nicaragua acts as a permanent

focus, with the Cuban Workers
State, against the failing re—~
gimes of Latin'American capi-
talism. The incapacity of the
military in Latin America to
continue the old system of re~
pression is a major defeat for
reaction — Pinochet is isolated
- and, at the same time, the

experience of Brasil and
Argentina show that the exist—
ing regimes are purely -trans—
itory, that capitalism is in a
total impasse; and whatever
democratic reforms or currents
or reform within the bourgéoisie
they have no perspective. It is
possible for a Posadist current
to develop in an ambience fa—

is invincible and has no stop-
ping place. In this respect,
the Socialist and Communist
parties are very backward com~
pared with the reality of the
situation. None advance at the
level of the Workers State and,
whenever there are ma;or events
as in the anti—Chirac demon—
strations in- France, they are
slow to respond and do not give
a perspective. The social de—
mocracy is in crisis throughout
the world and cannot overcome
this without the intervention of

~the world Communist movement,

specifically that of the Soviet
Union. The crisis of the social
democraric parties in the major
European countries such as
Britain, Germany, France and
Spain is profound, in the sense
that they are parties which can
no longer act as a viabie prop
to relieve capitalism of its
crisis, and with their present
leaderships they are a block
to.. the. masses.. . Thus, the
apparatuses - of these  parties
are, in a sense, suspended in
air and can only fall to pieces,
giving rise to left wings linked
to the masses in a way superior
to the past. They are engulfed
in- the. crisis of imperialism
confronting the Workers States,
and the Soviets have:to elevate

vourable for the programme of
social transformations, which
‘tfranscends national boundaries

in anything save

taeir intervention towards them.

WE SALUTE THE BLACK PROLETARIAT OF SOUTH AFRICA

We salute the powerful intervention of the black proletariat of
South Africa which, in the face of the savage intimidation of the
white ruling class, has intervened to stimulate the struggie of the

masses of South Africa to finish with Apartheld and thus capxtahsm .

itself..

Workers have been killed as the rulmg class made desperate
by the invincible opposition of the masses, seek to use all possible
repression to sustain their tottering system. It advertises the weak~
ness. of the system. At the same time, it is necessary to see that
this intervention by the proletariat is a contribution to the inter-
national struggle against what remains of the |putreying capitalist
‘system. South Africa, like Israel, is a fundamental base of world

imperialism and its internal decomposition is a severe blow at world

imperialism. The capitalist despots in the United States, Britain,
West Germany, all support the system to the hilt and reject any form
of sanctionalthough they have always tried to weigh with sancttons

agamst The Workers States. :

““This action of the biack pro!etanat is gomg to weigh in “the

Soviet Union, in particular. The struggle of the ‘front line' states

to survive the attacks of 1mpenahsm in Angola and Mozambique
depends fundamentally on the Soviet Union and the intervention of

the black proletariat, its persistency, weighs against the Apartheid.

criminals and complicates their preparations. On the other hand,
the Communist consciousness of the Soviet masses is constantly
elevated, and the actions of the South African masses will weigh on
the leadership of the CPSU. :

We call upon the .left of the Labour Party to discuss the s:gmm

ficance historically of this magnificent struggle, to see it nof just

as a struggle in South Africa but a major blow at the Reagans and
the Thatchers. In effect, the black proletariat is a stimulus to the
left in Britain, : S B R
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It is unportant to see the return to that functioning with
situation in the United States the need for a mass Communist
because the attitude of the International. ~When Ghadaffi
American masses is fundamen— called recently to break with
tal in the paralysis of the the non-aligned attitude and
imperialist assassins. The for progressive coun/tries ‘to
last elections there were an line up with the Soviet Union,
immense disaster for imperia~ this was the expression of a
lism, and every effort has been profound need for a mass Com-
made in the imperialist states munist International
to conceal the depth of this
unmitigated catastrophe. The
turn out in the recent elections
was the lowest ever, the major—
ity of the population ignored
them, and it is clear that large
sectors of the  bourgeoisie
itself are demoralised.The war
party in the United States is
caught in insoluble dilemmas.
They need a United States
preferably under authoritarian
control, but it is clear that they
cannot organise fascism and
the closest that they can come
to this — apart from prefessso-—
nal assassms — are the extreme
fundamentahst _sects whose
social base is hmlted, indeed
they are sogially repenant
They cannot weigh against the
repudation by the American
masses of capitalism shown in
the elections. Such is the force
of the Workers States and the \ :
diplomatic advantage of the alive and well kin the Soviet
Soviets that new Yankee im— Union, and so is Posadas,
perialism has been obliged to The Workers State is in the
send back a nazi war criminal Opening stages of the re-
to the Soviet Union and ex— encounter with Marxism which
changé experts on. nuclear Cde Posadas spoke about.
testing sites. The great pre— This. is not to say that there
server of nazi war criminals is are not, or will not be, com—
forced to admit their guilt and Plications; but of necessity the
say: ‘Yes, the Soviets were Workers ‘State has to breathe

nght’ When Schulz was in the the fresh._air of the world re—

This need to elevate and
act as a world leadership is
more and more going to present
itself to the leadership of the
Soviet Union. They can see
that imperialism is weakening,
although its intentions: and
plans are as sinister as ever,
and this will tend to develop
pressures to go outside the
purely diplomatic roads and
seek to develop a greater poli~
‘tical intervention on a world
scale not submitted to the
necessary diplomatic meetings
with capitalism. The fact that
the Soviets are now d:scussmg

, the purge trials
of the thirhes and the early
days of the revolution has a
profound importance for the

the Workers State. Trotsky is

Soviet Union they are obliged Volutionary process rather than .

to say that they have to take the fetid waters of Stallmsm,
the Soviet proposals seriously. and bureaucratic inertia.

Their preparations are contin— o .
uous. They intervene in Chad.  We salute with all our
They bomb, kill and maim in revolutionary joy and passion
the war in Afghanistan; they the advance of the Soviet Union
use nazi methods on the West and the struggles of the world
Bank — but there is no way in masses who give imperialism

which they can gain social "® respite.
support or present a viablr

programme  against  world VIVA Marx, Engels,

L.enin,
Communism. Trotsky, Posadas. '

The most decisive factor in For a much more profound

terminating with capitalism is ‘Perestroiks’ in the Soviet
the elevation of the leadership, Union to encompass open
particularly of the Soviet Union, Political discussion with the
The process analysed by Cde masses under the political
Posadas of the process of leadership of the CPSU !
partial regeneration in the

Workers States is essentially

a process which searches for EORWARD TO A NEW MASS
the revolutionary origins of the COMMUNIST

Workers State, and. seeks to INTERNATIONAL!

From page 4
The policy of Martinez Ha cial capital with that of Argen~

future elevation of the role of

The present stage and the communist future o’f'huma‘nity. ;‘
J. POSADAS. 9 3 81 {(extracts) |

The USSR dies if it does not
support itself on the world revolu~
tionary. process. It decomposes if it
tries, and with it the bureaucrats
also, giving access rapidly to the
intervention  of the Trotskyists,
The USSR, even with this
bureaucracy, cannot live without
aiding the world revolutionary move~
ment. In the past Stalin could not
tive with the revolution, but today
the USSR cannot live without stimy-
lating the world revolutionary pro—
cess! it may be that it does not
support a revolution at the start, or
that it later fails to support both
necessary and best measures; but it
has to support all anti-capitalist
movements nonetheless, - The USSR
may still concitiate with capitalism
in given places, but it cannot
surrender either the least or the most
important revolution. It may concili=~
ate wsth capxtahsm to maintain a

certain status quo, but the very con~
dition of survival for it is to pro~
gress; and to progress the USSR has
to support all movements that tend
to identify with the USSR. 1 hasto
support all movements lending fo~
waids the Workers State.. The logic
of history determines this condition,
regardless of whether |.drop dead now
or continue to live... The USSR
cannot live if it does not impel the
world revolution, and this is the con—
dition for its very existence.

Beginning from a given level -
the historic situation that arose after
the Second World “War - the USSR
felt ‘the need to extend ‘itmworld
strengthin relation to the capitalist
system, It acquired-this confidence
the moment it got rid of Stalin, - It
matters little ‘how Stalin-came to be
gol rid-of, He was liguidated, killed
bu history. Independent of who actu=
ally killed him, Stalin could no longer
be supported, because he represented
a block and opposition to the very
development of the Workers State.

The development of 'thekWorkers
state needed the state to stari acting
in the sense of impelling the world

revolution and in stimulating revo-
lution. This was not done with the
aim of absorbing other revolutions,
but in order to extend the world
balance of fores against capitalism,

This is what underpins the thought
of the present bureaucracy that leads
the USSR presently, As to the other
bureaucracies in the Communist
parties or the other Workers States,
they rather plod on with. the same
thought as before; how to continue
usufructing their positions. Undoubt~
edly the bureaucracy of the USSR
also usufructs, but to a lesser degree
because it has to stimulate the revo-
lution, Capitalism has no idea of
this process, and this is not because
it chooses to ignore it but because it
is incapable of grasping this much.
This is why it still goes on hoping
that it will find support in Poland!
However, such hopes arise from
desperatmn because capitalism has
nothing ‘else to turm to, The USSR
has solutions to problems and, in
front of this, capifalism must have
belief in-some way out because it
does not have any historic. perspec~
tive,

We must expect that in the near
future the Soviets will start o ad=-
vance in ability to analyse, to plan
anti~capitalist struggles and to in-
fluence the Communist parties. - This
is going to happen in the very near
future.. - -In reality, .the Communist
parties are the result of the Stalinist.
stage from which the. USSR has
broken. free.. It has .liquidated the
thought. of Stalin, in work and in
practice, in the same way as itre—
moved his. portraits. . What has not
yet been liquidated is the remnants
of what Stalin built, not in the USSR
but in the Italian, the French .and in
other Communist parties, inevitably,
this process of breaking free from the
Stalinist mould passes through the
channel which made it more easy -
and that is the USSR, The USSR was
the most open and ready channel for
progress to pass. The USSR was the
channe! closest to this necessity -

because.it is a matrer of Jife or death
for it, This is why the USSR has had
to.change. There is no such com=
pulsion, as yet, for the {talian Com~
munist Party because it has been
educated previously in the life and
policy of manoeuvres, parliamentary
proceedings etc. On the other hand,
the. Soviets are forced to act in the

concrete situation, faced with the
capitatist -system. .  This makes it
progress, improve - policies, and

liquidate the sectors inside the USSR
which are a block to  progress,

~This process is slow because it
develops in.the USSR and less so in
the rest of the Communist movement,
Wi have to (understand this, and this
reality has altered.the previous con-
cept of a gradual process of per—
manent .and _political - revolution.
The principles :of the: permanent
revolution and. of the political revo—-
lution are still valid, but they. don't
develop the way they did before,
As.some Communist parties find it
impossible to change we are called
upon.to find the ways, the big events,
the. crises, in order to -weigh de-—
cisively inside them and to-help the
progressive wings of those parties to
triumph and increase their links. with
the USSR. Despite all the threats of
the right wing and the centre of those
Communist parties, the idea of not
breaking from the USSR — indeed,
mcreasmg the ties rather than break~
ing them = continue to prevaﬂ Even
Pajetta, the Italian Communist Party
delegate who represented the PCl
in the XXVI Congress of the Com—
munist Party of the Soviet Union
(CPSU) in 1981, had to admit that
Breznev's report had been very good.

With all patience and dedication
this is what we are doing, This is
why, as a movement, we don't grow
much numerically; but we grow in
authority on a world scale. We do
not rush and we are not impatients
Haste and impatience are the result
of immaturity, and immaturity rests
on a lack of understanding of the
perspectives of progress and how
they develop. v

petition,

destroyed the industrial appa-
ratus in Argentina but this could
be reconstructed; it depended.on
the capacity of the concentration
of power. Brasil nearby is
making a policy of the recon~
struction of its economy, and
the principle competitor of the
Argentinian  bourgeoisie s
Brasil. In the world this is not
the case, because essentially
Brasil exports agricultural pro~-

ducts ‘which do not -enter in- .
-country integrated in the Andean

comperition with those of Argen~
tina, like coffee. But, indus—
trially, they  compete in the
Latin American field. Thus it
is possible to.expect in the next
stages a tendency for aﬁreement
.of large~scale Brasilian finan-

_America.

tina ‘and possibly with others
such as Uruguay and Chile,
with the objective of creating
their. own ~-market in Latin
This already exists
in principle with the experience
of the Andean Pact.'

Pact would contribute towards a
partof the product. This type
of agreement in capitalism can
only .be done when there is no
one with whom one can compete
but ‘with the exustence of com-

prises like Fiat or Chrysler can
introduce cars
or Brasil at half the price of =
production
Thus, to
from this competition, the Latin
American countries impose im-

‘the Latin American countries
these seek to create a market to
assemble
cannot do it because they have
to compete with North-America,
Japan,
partlyf, {taly in the car market.
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into = Argentina

in these countries.
defend themselves

their - products, but

German, France and,

enter- Fiat at this time (article was

which
‘invests more

they impaort, reduction of

written in 1981)
in. Latin America than in ltaly.

The first difficulty which
the Andean Pact had was that
it had to co—ordinate its func-
tioning, the structure of produc~
tion to compete with the great

state protection.
subsidies to  protect .national
industry with part of the product
of the national income.
-this they have to take an.im-
portant part through the elimin—-
ation of taxes on raw materials

This means.

the costs of transport, prepara~
tion -of technical workers fto
sustain this industry in compe-
tition.

ort duties which limit ‘the iy L . be
The attempt to create the gconomic relations with ' big capitalist- countries: April 29, 1981, J. PDSADA&
Andean Pact indicated the in- countries. & = Japan, Germany,
‘terest of the bourgeoisie to have ; , , States and France. To
their own market, but in a slow That is to say, through these to do this means _that they
and very expensive form as each attempts at association between N2Ve to count essentially upon. Agreement made in 1977

which the following countnes
were associated: Peru, Bolivia,
E cuador, Co!ombla and Vene-~

" zyela.




WE RECORD THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH

OF CDE POSADAS

This is the sixth anniversary
of the death of Cde Posadas,
but his spirit'is entirely active in
all' the revolutionary movements
against imperialism and in all the
efforis to advance towards Wos—
kers States and from-the Workers
States to. Socialism.

~ His mostimportant contribution
was to foresee the process of re—
generation. of the Workers States
and to efaborate on the process
whereby humanity is ‘on the path
of rejecting in toto the mentality
of private property, the confines
of ‘the family, the concern with
the nation, and realising the su—
perior sentiments of ‘Communism,

‘The world is ready for Commu~"
nism’ ‘was ‘his conclusion: which

in itself is -a programme and ‘an
understanding.. Human conscious—

ness ‘no longer depends ‘on the

elevation of the economic forces,

but the consciousness increasing—

ly dominates material reality.
When the Soviets enter outer
space, this is not determined by
the economic need but by the ob—
lective human need to investigate
the cosmos and seek unity with it.
Private properly only seeks to
compete with the Soviets or use
the investigations for military
purposes. " 'The volition of the
Workers State is totally differeng.

Cde  Posadas
powerfully in the pract:cal sense
- mtervenmg in Cuba to lmpel

statitications, and in Guat,emalan,;

to influence the guerilla move—
ment, but increasingly put weight
on the need to influence the
Workers State, foreseemg in the
process of partial regeneration
the historic. re—encounter with
Marxism. This is clearly on the
agenda in the Soviet Union, even
if there are aspects ~ such as the

“intervened .

permission for private operations
in services and theoretical weak—
ness in agriculture etc. — which
are the most unnecessary aspect

of the process. Now, even though
the Soviets have altempled to
conciliate  over ~ Afghanistan,

‘Gorbachev recently congratulated

the Soviet troops on fulfilling

their international proletarian duty -

m A fghamstan.

We are brivileged in history to

see the decomposition of the
whole putrid system of imperial—
ism and the immense progress of
the Workers States and humanity
liberating itself from the weight

of private property and the fear of

capitalist power.s Imperialism
tries to use nuclear blackmail,
but

cannot contain humanlty;

" Humanity lost a great leader

in Posadas, but human progress -

is invincible. There were gaps
in the leadership of humanity on
the death of Marx and Engels and
at the death of Trolsky, but the

- new Ieadershlp is being prepared

as hlstory prepared Posadas.

- Posadism_is a properiy. of the
world historical process. All the
roads of progress lead there, and
in the Soviet Workers State. .in

particular, as Cde Posadas pre—.

dicted, there are ‘being laid  the
bases for the great Marxist thin—-
kers of the future.
the quality - of Marxism in. this
epoch, :

Trade agreements between Latin American states such as

Bras:l and Argemma

The recent-agreement between
Argentina and Brasil is an
attempt to develop the economies
of the two countries within the

framework .of the - capitalist
system, .to try to compele with
the great imperialist powers,

This does not mean to develop
these countries to their maxi=
mum but only for what is profit-
able, nor will it solve the
problems of capitalist develop~
ment itself. The world economy
is dominated by the competition
of imperialism with the Workers
States, and there is only .a
margmaE space for the smaHer
capitali isms,

Brasil is now the more dy-
namic power thanm Argentina
within this modast and confined
perspective,  Argentina’s agri~

(extracts). J.

cultural exports are stilt 72%
of its total exporfs, whereas

Brasil's -industrial exports are
now -66% of its tofal exporrs,
Moreover ~such has  been  the
crippling  of the Argentinian
gconomy over the ‘last period
that, whereas it exports little
to Brasil, the latter exports a

great deal to Argentina, In the
recent agreement, there is to be
a gradual reduction of customs
duties between these states,
thus making more of ‘a gnified
market in this area, but against
third parly competrmna Petro~
bas, the Brasilian state petro-
¥eum organisation, is to'research
more of Argéntina’s‘ oil resources
though normally the preserve of
the Argentinian equivalent of
Petrobas,

solve the problems of the masses
although they may give a certain
iltusion of grandure to the small
sectors of the financial oligarchy
who benefit,
of Alfonsin and Sarney: cannot
go beyond. the system.,
have replaced the military who,
as a party of capitalism,
utterly’ to develop these coun-
tries -or smash the masses, but
the new leaders work within the
confines of the capitalist system
and cannot provide a .solution
to
Latin

previous - analysis .of the pro~
cess by Cde Posadas, ‘ :

Posadas.
These developments do not

The- bourgeoisie
They
failed

the -under—development of

America,

We pub!iéh extracts from a

Continued on page 3
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NICARAGU A, THE NEW CONSTITUTION, AND THE NEED

TG DEVELOP THE PARTY.

The new _ constitution
Nicarague represents the tendency
in the nature of the revolution
itself, to advance from what is
now a revolutionary state towards
a superior form - not directly
spoken about in the-constitution —~

which .can only be a collectivised.

economy;. a Workers Stares. The
rightist sectors in the. Assembly
see.the danger seriously enough,
and-one called the new proposals.
a ‘liberal bourgeois constitution
with. Marxist—leninist contents’

The constitution places. great.

weight on_the agrarian . reform
under state controls . Co—
operatives, with small scale

property in the hands of the pea—
santry plus state agricultural

- enterprises, has meant the end of

the dictatorship of the land—
owning oligarchy. Doubtless,
with a great discussion and inter~
vention of the Workers States,
there could even have been a
greater force of‘col‘iectivisaticn
in the countryside. On the other
hand, the sheer force of the

- Structure of the world revolutio—

nary process means that there ean
be no retreat on the part of the
government, and the revolutionary
pressure exerted in “the “many
popular committees which under—
pin the new government can lead
ultimately, with the structuring ot
the Party, towards a Workers
State. - The constitution refers to
the mixned economy as the basis
of the state, but also specific~
a.lly‘ refers to the pricrity develop
-ment Of the public sector and
puts weight on the direct inter~

of -
ning the state as well

i

vent:on of the populatlon in run—
in the
course of‘ economic plar‘minge
An important aspect of the consti—"
tution is that it was discussed =
frequently in large popular mée=
tingss Naturally the constitution
is totally anti~imperialist. Even”
a sector of the bourgeois Iiberals
voted for the constitution, which
shows how it is possible for
progress to. influence bourgeois
sectors who, in effect, no longer
are prepared to fight to the hilt

_to defend the capitalist systems

The leadership in Nicaragua
~ like leaderships in Libya or
South yemen has passed
through quite profound experi—
-ences in the selection of a team
which remains loyal to social
progress but, at the same time,
advance requires the construction
of a party which can carry through
the tasks of developing society
in ‘the interests of the massés.

-]

Here, there must develop a
protounder relation = with  the
Soviet Union, which itself con="
fronts the need to elevate “the
functioning of the Workers State
‘and thus, more and more, has to -
consider  the = elevation of ‘the
cadres of the CPSU politically.
Firm: and ‘unequivocal lead from"
the Soviet Union would accele
rate the development of Nicaragud
immensely.  ‘Equally, limitations
the  Soviet::leadership limit
Nicaragua . and the Sandinista
leadership. :

b)

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORKERS STATE

IN AFGHANISTAN. !

From page 1

rism is very marked. They even
appealed for restraint by the
teachers not to strike, because it
would endanger the Labour Parvy
winning the elections. As usual,
the apparatus is prostrate in front
of capitalisme

There is much talk of tactical
voting - in fact the Labour Party
apparatus has sabotaged a united
front from below with the liberal
sectors, by refusing to mobilise
over the unilateral naclear eis—
armament proposals. The appar—
‘atus has refused to develop cam—
to -influence. the large
.mass. of  the  petit  bourgeoisie
who are uncertain.-In this respect

 the Alliance can -actually appear

‘more radical than Labour in cri=—
ticising the electoral swindle of
capitalism and pointing out the

fact that ‘democracy’ is a cover
for an open dictatorship, The fact
that such an Alliance exists is
a profound criticism of the chara—
cter of the . Labour Party
leadership.

Despite the timidity of the -
apparatus of the Labour Party,
we call for a class vote for the
L abour Party on the programme of
liguidating” all nuclear bases.
Out with the Yankee troops!
For the programme of social
transformations, for the BXpro—
priation of the banks and the key
industries; under workers' con—
troll - For trade. unions in the
police ~and the army, popular
control of all the medial Out
with Thatcher! “In with Labéur
on a programme to wresz‘ power
from capitahsm’ 15.5.87

"ot



Editorial

THE GENERAIL FEFEILECTIONW
IS A DEFEAT FOR

THE LABOUR PARTY AND

TRAIDE UNION AFPPARATUS,

A NI A PREILUDE TO

HEITGHTENEID Cr .AaASss

ST RUGGIL ES

The recent gathering of capitalist vultures in
Yenice, the "Summit®, revealed all the infernal and
total crisis of the world capitalist system, Reagan's
preoccupation was Lo draw the members of the imperialist
var alliance into the Yankee provocations against Iran
and the Soviel Union in the Persian Gulf, He failed
tompletely,. Nothing was done about the acute three-sided
"{rade war” between Yankee imperialism, the Eurcpean
bourgeoisie and the Japansse, and every other issue vas
nuted because capitalism. cannot agree on  anything,
Thatcher only made an - appearance to fubther her own
glectoral integrests and left immediately after being
photographed, which is pretty well in character for &
neeting of the tired and tatlered leaders of a sysiem
by-passed by history.

The activity of the Yankes fleet in the Persian
Gulf ~is a provocation ageinst Iran  and, more
imporiantly, the Soviet Union, It is obviously nonsense
to threaten Iran when the attack on the Yankee ship came
from an Iraki aircrafi, The flight by a German light
aivcraft to Mostow was also a provecation and if the
Soviets had shot it down, i{ might have worked, As it
-was, the Boviets acted intelligenily and allowed the
‘aircrafi to groceed, The provocations against the Soviet
Union, are uncoordinated and ofien come from secondary
sources because of the disordered nature of the
imperialism war alliance but the CIA usually have their
dirty fingers in it, In a more direct way, there are
tonstant incursions into Soviet territorial waters and
they waintain a war against ‘the Soviei Union and the
masses in Afghanistan, The shooting-down of a Soviet
airliner all iis passengers in Afghani airspace is all
part of this, Noi nmuch was said about this by all the
bourgeois commentators and politicians who express
indignation over the treatment “dissidents” in the
Soviet Union,

THE FAVOURABLE WORLD BALANCE OF FORCES

The revelutionary mobilisations of the South Korean
masses is clearly & blow al yankee imperialism because
South Korea is one of the few secure vankee bases in
Gouth Esst Asia, Japan ig very inseture, the Phillipines
is under threal and the yanks have lost Vietnam a long
time ago, Now the Korean masses are saying, amongst
other things, ‘“vankee go home !* The courage and
confidence of the BSouth Korean masses is remarkable
since they have had no previous opportunity for trade
unign and political organisation, they are fated with a
repressive, reactionary military regine and they receive
little -or no political support from either the workers
state in the North or the Soviet Union, However they
have followed the lead of the student movemeni which
containg a strong tendency which is calling for tihe
reunification of Korea and this means historically &
unified Korean workers state, Whilst saluting the
revolutionary spirit and action of the South Korean

Continued on page 4
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The | m coup and the role

The military coup in Fiji is a
classic example of the nature of
bourgeois democracy and the role
of the capitalist state. Bourgeois
parliamentary = .democracy — can
function only as.’'long as it does
not endanger the interests of the
capitalists and -fmperialism. 1f it
does, as the Fijian Labour gove
ernment of Timoci Bavadra look
like doing, then ‘the state comes
into-the open and imposes cofn-—
trols Bourgeois parliaments are a
facade, the real power lies with
the state and the class on which
it is baseds The muted response
of the British Labour Party to the
military overthrow of the demo=
cratically elected.government in
Fiji - and this is. also true of the
left — indicates that no real con~
clusion has been drawn, no lesson
learnts

The Fifian Labour Party (FLFP)
infticted an. elecioral defeat on
the reactionary Alliance Farty
which had held office for the last
Seventeen years. . The FLP is
based on the agricuitural workers,
small farmers and.the commercial
sectors who are people of mainly
Indian origin, whiist the Alliance
Party is based on the largely
Melanesian. land~owning sector.
Despite the attempts of bourgeofis
commentators 10 characterise the
Struggle in Fiji as ‘racial’y itis
obvious that it is part of the
class struggle. It is certainly
not ‘racial’, nor is it a Jlocal
events There is little information

as’'to the programme of the FLP;,
altbough the big land—owners
obviously feared some kind of
expropriation, but what really
decided the army, led by Lt. Col.
Rabuka, to overthrow the govern~—
ment was that the Bavadra govern
—~ment was lo follow New Zea-
land’s example and deny Yankee
imperialism a naval base in Fiji
for its nuclear warships. Imperi=
alism, dedicated as it is to war
preparatipns, cannot tolerate this
sort of thing. It is something for
the Labour left to think about
perhaps?  What would be the re~—
action of imperialism .if .Labour
actually started to throw- the
Yankee bases out?

In this, as in most other re-
actionary terrorist.actions in the
world, the CIA had its dirty fin—
gers. Fiji is Chile on a small
scale, but on the same principal:
We know the CIA was involved
by analysing the situation, but
there is considerable evidence to
support -this logical conclusion.
The visity; immediately before the
coup, of General Vernon Walters
(former head of the CIA) is public
knowledge, but he was involved
in the reactionary coups in both
Chile and Brasil. A contingent of

the US ‘Peace Corp® (a cover for
the CIA) was also in Fijis Im=—
perialism, ‘led by the Yanks,
would like to impose itself on a
world scale, to openly invade
Nicaragua and Afghanistan, and
do something about New Zealand

Filians against the coup

ca few days agos

beyond the petty terrorism . of
French imperialism (and the CIA ).
However, the existence and ad—
vance of the Soviet Union, and
the system of Worker States, in
the ‘world ensures that the world
balance of forces js against the
System of private property, and
that imperialism can only move
in tiny islands Iike Granada and
Fijis  And in Fiji it had to hide
behind the local reaction! ' -Un~
doubtedly this coup was engin—
eered by Yankee ' imperialism,
dragging the French and British
in its wake, and this fact is made
more obvious by Yankee, British
and Franch diplomatic represen—

tatives meeting with ‘the ‘Fifian

military after the coup: to give
them their next set of instructions
no . doubt.

The role-of British
imperialism in all this-is obvious.
They are accomplices of the
Yanks; but what of the.monarchy?
It has clearly supported the coup
by keeping silents Indeed, the
Queen refused to .see Timoci
Bavadra when he visited London
The monarchy
is, clearly, not above classes
and politics put the facade behind
which imperialism hides. Behind

~the monarchy lies the repressive,

reactionary capitalist state, and
this includes the army. It is
an essential conclusion that
L abour has to draw If it is ever
to free jtself from its illusions
in bourgeois parliamentary demo~—
cracy and to advance on the road
to social transformations.

L abour lost a beautiful oppor—
tunity to use the events in Fiji
to denounce the sham of parilia—
mentary democracy, and the
essential repressive - and re-
actionary nature of capitalism,
during Its electoral campaign.

The leadership, because it s
dedicated to maintaining capi—
talism, and the left bwcause |t
simply does not understand that

Continued on page 4




THE WORLD IS READY FOR COMMUNISM. J. POSADAS.

The division into classes is not the product of nature, but
of an insufficient development of the human being in relation

to nature.

This determines the later course of history.

When

science, technology and large—scale production succeed in
answering all the needs of humanity, they eliminate the essen—
tial tactors which divide human beings: the limitations of the

economy.

But, as society is now divided into classes and the

force that possesses the means to develop society is capital —
ism, it is necessary to eliminate this factor which is the one
which impedes this development of science and technology —
the means which generate the satisfaction of human needs in

the economic aspect.

Today, it is not only capitalism that exists.

The Workers

States exist, the Revolutionary States, the great development

of human consciousness, of science and of technology.

An

immense devefopment of all humanity exists which shows that
the human being can now eliminate 60% of the time dedicated

to production, and can dedicate it to other activities.

Now,

today, through the means of technology and science in a speci—

fic torm, it can eliminate its dependence on having to live

to

work, among other means, through automation and cybernetics.
Today, the human being with a few fingers on a control panel

dominates the economy.

The development of the
human being is more rapid than
the progress of the economy,
than the technical, scientific
means, than the technology to
live, to build houses, to pro-
cure food and sustenance.
Distribution was less and there
came the ftirst social division
of the human being. From this
emerged egoism and conserva—
iSm, all the attributes which
private . property generates,
which develop right up to ito—
day under the capitalist regime

What divides human beings
is not the antagonism between
human beings one with another
- of one nation against an-
other, of one nationality

against another ~ but class.

differences. Already, there is
a  consciousness of this in
humanity. The immense de~
velopment of proletarian soli—
darity is now extended into
human solidarity. It is not
only proletarian solidarity, it
is human solidarity. No other
stage of history has had this
human solidarity. Vietnam
exemplifies it.

The existence of the Wor—
kers States, the relation of
class forces, has stimulated
the proletariat and, through the
proletariat, the peasants, the
petit bourgeoisie, to influence
the rest of the population, to
realise that it is possible to
suppress the antagonism of
living, struggling, fighting,
exploiting, to develop esix—
tence.

There is an advance of hu~
man consciousness that al-
ready accepts that it is neces—
sary to change, to suppress
the lite of dependence, of sub—
mission to work; not only to
capitalism but to work. There
is a rebellion. As Marx said,
it is the rebellion of the pro—
ductive forces  expressed
through the rebellion of the
producers; and today the human

© tions exist? No.

being shows that there is no
reason to depend still on na~—
ture not to have to work in this
way - today, the human being
can press a button and resolve
all the problems of production,
of existence and of the eco~
nomy. This already exists
within human consciousness,
and Engels said: ‘In Commu~
nism we will return to the pri—
mitive period, but with abun—
dence.” And we add to what
Engels said: ‘But with intelli—
gence and reason.’

We are living a complete
cycle.Already this conscious~
ness exists. The actions of
solidarity, the rebellions of
humanity against all this exis~
tencr which dictates the strug—
gle to live, to live to struggle,
to have to dispute in order to
exist, and to have to suppress

one human being in order that
another can live. Human in-
telligence is already rebeiling
against this, because this is
against the development of
science, of nature and of tech—
nology. Such backwardness is
antagonistic to the develop—
ment of science, of technology
and of nature.

The human being in his
relation with nature and other
human beings acquires the
consciousness of this situa—
tion, which is his essential
attribute. Capitalism cannot
have it, because its function
is not this. Its function is to
suppress the intelligence, to
use it only for production and
competition and war, but not to
develop human relations, On
the other hand, fourteen Wor—
kers States, sixteen Revolu—
tionary states:, the struggle of
the trade unions and the power
~ful workers’ movements
throughout the world are de-
veloping through the aggress—
ive and violent pers iasion of
the class struggle, so that it
is possible to suppress the
system of antagonism in order

of private property,

The text re-published below gives a very concenirated view of the world process today,
Inperialism as a world sysies whatever its strength in missiles has exhausied the possibilibies
The problens of the etonomy no longer determine human conduct,

to Jive and to eliminate it
without having yet reached the
appropriate economic condi—
tions. One simple fact: are
there in Vietnam the conditions
for Socialism? No. Neverthe—~
less, in Vietnam they think
about Socialism. ‘In the middle
of the imperialist massacre
Vietnam prepares its sons for
Socialism." This is Vietnam.
In Cuba, do the conditions
already exist for Socialism?
No. Do the economic condi~
But the will
exists to advance to Socialism.

Capitalism has not succee—
ded in causing any uprisings
against the government of
Fidel Castro, and when it tried
to do this it failed in the Bay
of Pigs. In the Middle Rast, in
Vietnam, imperialism is strong

.and the peoples are very poor,

but the people resist.

In the Soviet Union, in
Stalingrad, the Soviet people
confronted the nazis ‘in the
most magnificent action of
history, demonsrrating the
historic power of the Workers
State, which was capable of
such a decision in the Soviet
population, to endure and con~—
quer nazism. In supporting it,
it prevented it from triumphing
~ if the nazis had triumphed
it would have been a retreat
for humanity of thousands of
years. The actions of the
masses of Stalingrad sustained
the level of civilisation and
showed fo the world that the
most powerful aspect is the
progress of humanity, sustain~—
ed by the proletariat in its
most essential forms: the Wor—
kers State, which is the mater—
jalisation of Marxism. This
was the source of progress.
Without achieving all the eco~
nomic conditions to satisfy
human needs, the Soviet people
defended Stalingrad. It did
not defend it because it had
these economic conditions or
to live better, but because
human dignity had acquired
the understanding that the Wor-
kers State was superior to the
forms of capitalist life. Hence
'the influence was communica—
ted to the rest of humanity.
The still limited economic
progress already gave to hu—

manity the consciousness that
it could live and advance

without limit. The base which
generated this confidence is
the proletariat, The Commu~
nist parties, and in part the
Socialist parties, but essenti~
ally the Workers States show
the material forms of progress.

Humanity sees already what
it can achieve. Hence any im~
portant revolution which ad-
vances adopts immediately the
form of the Workers State.
Humanity has such a con-
sciousness. Humanity sees
that this relationship exists,
Hence imperialism fails in all
its efforts to make history
retreat, because there exists
a consciousness in humanity
that today, now, it is possible
to live with Communism,

All human solidarity -~ all
without exception — is a func~
tion supporting and sustaining
the movement of progress.
Imperialism does not have a
single world support, not one
‘silent majority’, nor any ‘in-
visible majority’ which support
it Neither capitalism nos
imperialism. Any small move—
ment in the world, even of
children, finds the welcome
and the solidarity of humanity.
Humanity is conscious, it does
not work as a function of eco—
nomic interest but as a func-~
tion of human dignity. This
shows the failure of capitalism
which, furtively, has to pre—
pare the atomic wal which
furtively has to send Kennedy
to speak to Brezhnev to keep
the discussion going, not
because at this moment it is
going to launch the atomic
bomb but because .it is the
method of imperialism which
cannot confront directly the
Workers States.

There is an important his—
toric action of solidarity which
‘has been expressed with Viet—
nam and Bangla Desh. The
support to Vietnam was in-
portant than to Bangla Desh.
because it was support to a

class war against imperialism.
against the arrogance of im-

perialism, against the bombs
of imperialism. A people with
—ouyt means found the most
complete resources to conquer
imperialism, And the most
compliete resources of Vietnam
was the combination between
arms, which the Soviels gave
-~ and, in part, the Chinese ~
and world solidarity. But why

did countries of Europe — like:

Sweden, which from the point
of view of capitalist exploita—
tion, from their social point of
view, would be against Viet—
nam - support it? This is to
foment in Sweden an uprising,
a class consciousness against
Swedish capitalism. Never—
theless, the Swedish govern—
ment had to do it with Chile.

nism.

To secure the social, political
and trade union movements
they had to support Vietnam,
they had to support the Popuy-—
lar Union in Chile. Why did
they do this if this is against
economic interests? Because
the pressure of the Swedish
people is not only through
economic and political inter—
ests, but at the level of his—
toric understanding which is
very elevated. The magnitude,
the importance of Sweden in
the economic relation of forces
is of no importance. Ww mea~
sure it from the point of view
of human relations, just as we
do not measure Vietnam
through its economic and mili—
tary importance but through
the historic example of human
dignity, which is an essential
base for the development of
Communism. Hence, in Comm
munism, a position is defended
right to the end! Right to the
end means with life and every
thing! Vietnam.defended hu—
manity right to the end, the
forms of human dignity.

Do such human relations
exist? Yes or no? They exist
and develop. Humanity is
aware that Communism is
better than capitalism. Stiil,
without achieving ecanomic
satisfaction, nor with even a
reasonable standard of exis—
tence, humanity has the con—
sciousness that in a short time
all human needs willbe satis—
fied, and it is going to ad-
vance in search of superior
universal relations. Hence
the world is ready for Commu—
All its forms show that
it is ready for Communism,
human solidarity, trade union
solidarity, political solidarity,
world solidarity, hostility to
capitalism. It repudiates
capitalism; thus the streakers
in the United States, who are
an expression of wanting to
combat the capitalist relation—
ships, show repugnance for
capitalist governments. For
all these reasons we say that
the conditions are ready for
Communism.

What do the Italian and
French proletariats defend?
Better conditions of work, of
wages, better rights in the
factories? Yes. But it is not
their principal motive. The
essential cause for which the
French and Italian proletariats
struggle in advancing towards
the taking of power or the

Continued on page 4
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Sakharov, the USSR and Socialism. J. Posadas.{

parxist wethod,

to the Workers Siate,

The release of Sakharov without discussion by the Soviet leadership is not a good éxnple of
The bureaucracy still resisis thorough political discussion and the article of
Posadas distusses the origins of such people as Sakharov and their penchant for a pluralisa alien

Sakharov demands freedom of opinion.

is freedom? Is it the individual re

For what purpose? What
solution to do whatever it wants?

Or the need to do what impels the convenience, the well being and
the interests of the majority of the population? Sakharov demands
the freedom of opinion and of word, but there is no condemnation of
Yankee imperialism which kills and assassinates in Africa, Asia

and Latin America. Then what
Freedom of opinion, and for what?

When he asks for freedom of
opinion it is necessary to be
based upen the nature of the
USSR. The USSR is a Workers
State which, from an enormous
backwardness with 80% of the
population illiterate, did not have
anything to eat. Today, in the
Soviet Union, there are no illiter-
ates, everybody eats, and there is
no unemployment. There is not a
single worker who is opposed to
the economic support which the
USSR brings to Vietnam and fo
the revolution in the world, The
Soviet workers do not protest
against this help. Why is this?
And what is this? Freedom or
not? s this oppression? What
does Sakharov have to say about
this? He asks for ‘freedom,
plurality in Socialism’. What is
this plurality, this freedom of
opinion? For what purpose? |f
he wants freedom of economic
orientation and political srienta-
tion we are not in agreement.
We want statified property, plan~
ned production, and foreign com-
merce monopolised by the state.
From there stems- liberty. We
propose bases of progress for all
the population. Freedom begins
there.

In his demand for ‘freedom of
opinion’ he does not speak of
freedom of the Yankee assassins
who have massacred in Vietnam.
He does not speak of the ‘free—
dom’ of oppression which exists
in the United States where money
is the cause of oppression.

The discussion which Sakharov
and Solzhenistsen are making
show the very deep power of the
bureaucracy which succeeded in
having representatives in science,
literature and art which were the
sectors whe painted cubism and
surrealism®, Life is diaphonous.
Vietnam and the struggle of the
masses of ‘the world show that
the painter has motives of dia~
phonous iaspiration. But the
lucubration which is surrealism
and cubism shows a form of
thinking far from life.. Human
relations do not show, do not
orient to cubism or surrealism. I
is a disintegration, a dehumani-
sation, a partialisation of the

‘human being.

Painting, on the contrary, must
show the unity which exists
between human will of progress
and ideas united to the popula-
tion. When these painters ab~
stract themselves it is because
they represent layers by-passed
by history, who represent the

power of small groups, who aspire
to forms of power. They are the
result of Stalinism and of the
absence of a world political

freedom is Sakharov a sking for?

leadership.

These sectors alse express
themselves in literature and are
a great number. They are not
secondary types, but represent
leading apparatuses who have the
pretention of utilising the Wor—
kers State and statified property,
for private ends ~ that is to say,
to function as a new social class.
They are sectors who feel them-
selves to be closer to capitalism
than to the Workers State. Like
the writers, the intellectuals who
do not depend on production thus
have a certain independence,
including the interest of private’
property. Thus, they can speak
of freedom and of democracy.

People measure the Soviet.
Union not through the bureaucracy
but through the function of the
Soviet Union. Thus it under-
stands that the bureaucracy is
not an historic impediment but a
transitory obstacle which is going
to be overcome. These dissident
sectors do not discuss comparing
social regimes, but they want
another society which is noi the
Workers State. There are many
things to correct in the Workers
State, but what things? The
Workers State, statified property
or the political leadership of the
Workers State? It is the political
feadership which it is necessary
to correct.

Plurality.

We are not in agreement with
introducing plurality into the
Workers State which is what the
dissidents intend. We .are for
plurality of opinion for the pro-
gress of the Socialist revolution,
of Socialist ideas. The plurality
which comes from capitalism is
to make capitalism participate to
avoid the advance of Socialism.
When they demand this plurality
it is because they do not want
Socialism to advance. The de-
velopment of society can only be
done by advancing against capi~
talism. The Soviet leadership

does not combat these dissident
sectors with more important mea-
sures and, above all, with ideas
because they are bureaucrats.
They have advanced, but very
limitedly. But we propose thata
public discussion is made of why
Sakharov exists, what freedom
Sakharov wants, what freedom he
wants and what plurality? He
asks for a plurality which affirmsi
private interest, private property
and, as a result, re-»animatesi
capitalist power — war.

Capitalism is war, Socialism
is peace, said Lenin. And if the
USSR has to prepare itself mili-

-oslovakia

tarily for the war, it is because
imperialism has arms to attack
the Workers State - otherwise
there would be no reason for arms
in the Workers State, they would
not be needed.

A decisive proof is that the
USSR made no invasion of Czech-
in 1968, Invasion
means the submission of a country
to subjugate it or exploit it
And what exploitation does the
USSR make in Czechoslovakia?
None. Economically, in fact, it
can be said to lose money. The
intervention of Soviet troops in
Czechoslovakia was -a bureay~
cratic act, but not reactionary.
The method is reactionary, but
not the end, Hence we define
the method as reactionary, but
for a non-counter-revolutionary
objective.

Capitalism has already shown
in the world that it cannot give
more progress. But Socialism
showed through statified property,
centralised planning of the
economy, its historic superiority,
decisive in relation to the capi-
talist system. All-this, in spite
of the fact that a bureaucracy
exists in the Workers States
which impedes a bwtier progress
of the same. In the USSR Stalin
was liquidated and the USSR has
progressed enormously, and has
developed. But the capitalist
States have liquidated a president
and the same crisis of the capi-~
talist regime continues.

We propose a public discussion
open and able to liguidate the
bureaucracy. This is the plurality
which we want.  The plurality
which Sakharov asks for, like the
ltalian Communist Parlty, is not
the plurality to advance in Com~
munist measures but to permit
co-existence of ideas, thoughis
and capitalist programmes, But

none of these dissidents has a

perspective, nor importance,
Solzhenitsen lasted six months,
got some cash, and then no one
listens any more. The same thing
will happen with Sakharov. He
writes of ‘the concentration
camps’. Now these camps no
longer exist, nor torture in the
USSR. This is what goes on
under capitalism. In the Workers
State, on the other hand, thers is
an economic, social and scientific

development which allows people §

to live in freedom.

J. POSADAS 12.10.75

The Cubist and Surrealist move~
ments were expressions of the crisis
in art through the decomposition of
capitalist sociely, Some of these
artists were anti-capitalist but con~
fused. Their yse by the dissidents
of the Soviet Union arises from a
different situation, that is, to
develop interests against the Wor-
kers State.

Coreath

‘in the Labour Party,

BLACK SECTIONS - OR THE RIBHT OF TENDENCY IN THE LABOUR
PARTY

The recent crisis over Black Bections in the Labour
Farty and the subsequeni silencing of the matter by the

NEC Cunder the pretext that all had to submit to the
glectoral campaign), show all the limitations of the
bourgenis structure of the Party, but also all the

timitations of the Left, The construction of Sorialisw
will demand from the workers' Party that it allows the
right of tendency, for ihe overthrow of the capitalist
rlass,

it is true that the Labour Party funciions at the
present moment very much like capitalist society, and that
1t has all the attitudes of the bourgesisie, In it, the
Black people are treated with arrogance and contempt and
this is well shown in the case of Sharon Aithens who was
peremptorily  replaced as & Labour  candidate  for
Nottingham, by the NEC, But this contempt by the
leadership was not just directed against Aitkens, but also
against those who cthose her, 5o, the problem the Black
people &re having in the Party is shared by a good many
others, For example, had the miners received the support
of the Labour Party leadership and the TUC, they would
have won the sirike, The miners have abt least as much to
complain sbout - if not more indeed - than the Black
people in the Pariy,

The construction of socialism demands the overihrow of
the capitalist system, the imposition of state-ownership
and ihe planning of production against the sabotage and
counter~revolution of the capitalist class, For this
task, the party representing the workers will nesd to
unite Black and White, The transformation of sotiety is
not & question of race, sex or age, There can be no
Youth, Feminine or Blatk socialism,

Black sections are an sttempt at finding solutions
within the actual structure of the Labour Party, treating
the illusion that if only there can be a Black MP, he or
she will be able to look after the Black people, If is
another version of the old sorisl-democratic vision that
the workers will have power if only they have a majority
of MPs, However, as the structure of the Party is built
for the purpose of reforming capitalism, all those who
pariiament - are drawn into this functian, This
applies to the Black people as well as to the Whites, In
the Labour Farty this has the effert of drawing Black
people into the Labour apparatus, where they end up
furibering their own settional ends,

it is the experience of all ‘sections” in the Pariy,
that they have been unable to transform ithe Party,  They
have bGeen drawn inle the apparatus betause to combat it
they would have needed fto construct a Left with the rest
of the Party and the proletariat, Thus sections develop
curvents of carveeristis, and the whole guestion of class
and anii-capitalist struggle is eluded, The solution is
¢learly, to struggle =against capitalism, impose state
cunership against private property, and the divisions and
suploitation it produces,

For the transformation of sapiety, the Party will have
to allow the widest internal debate regarding how to make
gocialism, In the handling of Sharon Aitkens, and the
crushing of the guesiion of Black section, like in so many
other insiances, it is clear that any advance in the party
will have to be made against the leadarship, The left
will need to inmpose the democratic right to a programme
and ideas, the right {o discuss openly ithe anti~capitalist
struggle and fo publish, FEach of those ihings will have
o be imposed against  the present  structure and
leadership, It would be nore helpful for the left to
eriticise the witer lack of democracy in the Labour Party,
than to criticise such a lack in the Soviet Union, For in
the Soviet Union, there is infinitely more democracy than
What is more, the Soviet Union has
applied the programme of nationalisation and planning of
the economy which the Labour Pariy wishes for, but never
could impese againsi capitalism, in its present state,
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advance towards power, is the

defence of human dignity.
One of the essential problems
which the proletariat of the
world defend is human dignity,
now expressed in work, And
why does it defend human dig-
nity in work? Why does it not
defend its economic interests?
The peasants of the world —
who were previously avaricious
to progress within the capi~
talist system, avaricious f¥or
the land —~ saw the future of
their lite in the land, the land
was their lite, Now thejr life
is not devoted to the land.
Today, the peasanis’ life is
superior to one of being de—
pendent on production and
commerce. On a world—wide
scale, the peasant is no longer
avaricious for land. He wanis
to live, and leels that there
are more secure forms than the
tenancy of the land, to subsisit
and to live and to reproduce,
that there are superior human
relations based on superior
regimes of property and pro-—

duction. Hence, world capita—
lism has failed in wanting to

develop peasant movements
against the revolutionary move
—ments. It has totally failed.

These are all the condi—
tions to show that humanity
accepis, understands, desires
and lives for Communism. It
does not accept it in a pro-
grammatic form. That it does
not accept it and still votes
for bourgeois parties is true;
but only because the Commu~
nist parties do not show them—
‘selves as the representatives
of this process. Then the
petit bourgecis masses, the
peasant sectors, sectors very,
very far from the proletariat,
or people who live for work;
even in France and in [taly
do not accept, or still seek
individual solutions., But they
are smali circles and the im—
mense majority of humanity
which is exploited seeks col-
lective solutions in all the
problems of existence. This
is expressed in the trade union
struggles, in this unity iIn

France now, the unity shown
in the great movements which
attract the rest of the popu—
fation.

There is a sentiment of joy
in humanity, an uninterrupted
joy, which the symphonies of
Beethoven are insufficient to
express. The choir of the 9th
Symphony is hardly an outline
of this joy which exists, It is
necessary to incorporate the
triumph of Vietnam, the joy of
humanity, in feeling that it
can resolve all the problems
of existence., Hence, humanity
is joyful because it feels that
it can resolve all the problems
of existence; not that it has
resolved all of them, but that
it can resolve all of them. It
does not have in front of it
the darkness, the obscurity of
ignorance; it has clarity, the
transparent sentiments that we
can resclve everything, we can
do everything! and we will do
everything!  Hence, humanity
is already apt for Communism!

J. POSADAS  15th May 1974

Changes in the Soviet Union and the
public  political discussion.

in the complex process of
perestroke it is necessary fto
judge “its positive and negative
features. In so far as it is poss—
ible to judge at this moment, it is
important to be based on the fact
that there is a liquidation of de—
linguent sectors of the bureau—
cracy who weigh on the productive
process and impede the centrali—
sation of the Workers State in
confrontation with imperialism,
The centralising role of COME~
CON is also being extended.

On the other hand, there are
features which show an incorrect
appreciation of the world situation
-~ leading to a phenomenon which
can onlyl- be regarded as retro-—
grade ‘NEP’ism. This has been
shown in the weight given flo
small enterprises in the services
sector, the fact that the agri-—
cultural situation has not been
rectified in a firmly collective
way, and also in the idess of
joint enterprises with foreign
capital, whereby foreign capita—
lism in such enterprises can make
profits from Workers States in
exchange for investmenis elc.
This is still ultimately controllec
by the state monopoly of foreign
trade and state planning, but
nonetheless is a concession io
capitalism,

This tactic, which is clearly
linked to the diplomatic offensive
of the Workers State towards im—
perialism, is based on false pre-
mises, NEP was a special tactic
of Lenin and the Bolshevik Party
after the rigours of war Commu—
nism, when it was essential to
stimulate the economy with pri—
vate initiatives, when the Workers
State was very isolated, and when
it was worthwhile, indeed essen—
tial, to gain access to Western
trade and advice to develop the
economy. Moreover, it is quite
absurd to discuss Brest Litovsk
in the way it is being discussed.
Lenin was correct, in front of the

i i

extreme menace of the Greman
invasion, to make peace which
involved great losses of terri—
tory because the Workers State
was isolated, beset with immense
problems, and il was necessary
to await revolutionary develop—
ments in the West. This is not
the case now, and to fry to deve—
lop this premise in present con—

ditions is absurd, and does not

give any idea of the power and
force of the Workers State.

The objective necessities of
the Workers State do require the
maximum of internal democracy.
They require the trade unions to
intervene on all matters of pro—
duction, including the management
of the plant. In relation to the
election of managers, the Workers
State can facilitate also rotation
systems so that the maximum ex—
perience is gained by all workers
in the functioning of the plant.

Soviet comrades, the most im—
portant experience of Brest
Litovsk was the ability of the
Bolshevik team to discuss their
differences and reach a conclu~—
sion, In the midst of great crises
there was a vigorous unconcealed
political lifel This must exist
now., Glasnost and perestroika
must incorporate this! It is ab-
surd, Soviet comrades, to have
secret ballots in the Communist
Party! Imagine Lenin with secret
ballots! Yes, let us have glas~
nost in the Party, with open dis—
cussion including with the popul-—
ation, Glasnost over the testament
of Lenin, PUBLICLY. It we are
to discuss the purges, let us have
the reasons, not just a catalogue
of the terror. 1f there is cleansing
of the bureaucracy, let us see how
it got there in the first place’,

Finally, on the cultural front
let us have a discussion of what
is necessary for culiure at this
stage. What sort of film is neces—
sary for the Workers State? Does
the Workers State require pop

need for a deeper

muysic? Excessive preoccupation
with fashion ~ is that part of the
Workers State? No, it is not: it
is part of the superficial concerns
of the consumerist culture of dis~
integrating capitalism which sub—
stitutes concern with commodities
for concern with social relations.

Let us have glasnost on cul-
tural matters, It is not right for
the bureaucraifs in the Workers
State to have their fashion shows
when fifty per cent of the Mozam—
biguie economy is being destroyed
by the South African fascists.

Nordoes NEP apply to Afgha—
nistan! There, eighly per cent of
the economy is still .in privaie
hands, Shame on. you, Soviet
comrades! - The Red Army did not
enter Afghanistan and young men
lose their lives to allow concili—~
ation with private business.

The most positive aspects of
glasnost must prevail, but it is
necessary to extend the political
discussion and not stay in a pre—
vious epoch which does not
correspond to now and leads to
incorrect conclusions. If we are
to have glasnost on the past —
open the archives on the left
opposition, on Stalin and the
assassination of revolutionaries
in the USSR, Spain and  else—
where,

There is much talk
about new thinking and avoiding
the horrors of nuclear war. Bul
everywhere imperialism is active
in confronting the Workers State.
Even it there were any pseudo—
comeession over nuclear arms,
imperialism is preparing new
changes in military technology to
confront the Soviets, This is the
nature of the system. T he final
encounter began in 1945 when the
imperialists dropped bombs on
Dresden and on Nagasaki, and
when Yankee troops crossed into
Germany. to prepare, as Pation
said, to deal with the next enemy
the Soviets.

support
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masses, we are avare thalt their confidence is based on a
favourable world balancte of forces whicth is made nove
favourable by the advance, in the Soviet Union, of the
process designed to weaken the bureaucracy,

This world balance of forces created conditions for
a Labour victory in the recent British general election,
But the Labour leadership had no interest in exploiling
this, What the Labour apparatus waniled was government
with a small majority so that they it would not have
been forced to itake any anbi-capitalist nessures, or
a"hung" parliament and the possibility of some deal with
the Alliance, What 1% got was a severe defeat in
parliamentary terms, Labour’s whole campaign was
designed not to atiract support from elements cutside of
the iraditional working rlass base of the party and the
Labour support who usually abstain, Issues like the
dumping of radio-active waste which would have atiracted

even some Conservative voblers were ignored, Even
somebody  like Enoch  Powell put  forward a  betier
“defense"” policy than Labour and pointed out that

Britain was not threatenad by the Soviet Union, All the
population got from Labour was vague humanitarian
santinents with soft music, Kinnock made it gquite clear
that anyway he would rvenege on Labour‘s polity of
unilateral nuclear diarmament and removing the yankee
bases, if he were elecied, The German SPD acted in much
the same way in Hessen when they broke with the Greens
over the nuclear issue - and lost the election, Kinnotk
gaid nothing when Thatcher publically proposed thai the
military chiefs of staff should rebel against & Labour
governnent, This was actually an invitation to some kind
of military coup and & threat against Labour, and the
majority of the population who want the vankee bases
outl, And Kinnock had nothing to say! The trade union
leadership was totally absent during the campaign when
they should have been representzng the interests of the
working class,

Labour's electoral defeat is & blow at the whole
rotten apparatus of the Labour novement and at all the
bourgecis parliamentary illusions it foslers as a means
of defending capitalism, There is now 8 very high
ayarensss amongst  the  populaiion at large, that
glections under capitalism are generally a swindle and

particularly dnoodhisz country,  Whoo can _aveid this
conclusion when Thatcher rece:ves Y mxnorzty of ihe
voles and a majority in parliament ?

Both Teachers and the Civil Servanis gave the
elertion its true value by continuing their indusirial
attion, And they will noi submit now, The Labour left
will take confidence from these struggle and from the
fact that the Left Labour candidate did quite well in
the election with a swing to Labour, in places like
Coventry, Liverpool, Hanchesier, the whole of Scotland
and Yales, whilst the right did badly and this includes
the SDP who are, after all, the Labour righl culside
the party, Also a third Thatcher governmeni is going io
do nothing to prevent the deepening of the etonomic
crigis British capitalism faces or the explosion of
inflation which will surely follow the amouni of money
generated by financial speculation and arms expenditure,

The Labour left has now to open the widesi possible
discussion with the population on the nature of
parlianentary democracy and elecoral swindle, Y has to
dicuss and propose a programme for the transformation of
society based on mobilisations of the population ouiside
af the parliamentary arena, #bove all it has to free
itself from the domination of the Labour apparatus and--
to form itself into a consistent tendency, It has to
impose the right of tendency in the Labour party, the
right to organise around programme, policy and ideas,
and the right to publish, The apparatus is already
preparing measures to tontain the left and this can only
be defeated by funciioning independent of the apparatus,
In the end the advance of the Labour left is dependent
on its adopting the warxist method and basing itself
more fully on the centre which determines human progress
‘at this stage in history, the Soviet VUnion,

20th June 1987
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It is not parliament that decides., @bolition
It could have gained some elec— kLabour’s
toral support by so doing. The €ssential
Labour left really has to demon— Socialism.
strate against the coup and in
of the Fijian masses,

and campaign to include
of the monarchy
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Editorial

THE ILABOUR LEFT HAS
TO INTEGRATE ITSELFRF
WITH THE CILASS

STRUGGL E

The soviet diplopaiic offensive against imperialism has
shown the social weakness of that system, throwing it inte
profound pelitical unease, German Imperialisn felt obliged to
wake concessions te  the soviels over the  Pershing
missiles, this tiwe to the fury of the Strauss wing of
German bourgeoisie, These feel that their class avthority is
diminished by this type of concession which Indesd it is,
The ineptitude of imperialism has been manifest throughout
the diplomatic rigmarole,whatever the Final oulbcome of bhe
negotiations on the removal of medive range nissiles, As the
soviels themselves recognise such negotiations have their
limitations because Imperialism cannot abandon its natural
- almosphers af  hate and agression, Reagan's lalesi
buffoonery Includes saylng that the soviels have to change
much more before thelr behaviour 1s acceptable! The actions
of the Vanks in the Gulf amd thelir  distaste for fthe
proposals of the Central American republics against aid for
the Contras show yet again that the tendency lowards the
unieashing of war by imperialism can only be partially
contained by the world process, Eventually Imperialism will
go to war In the worst conditions For iiself,

The spesch of Gorbachev of the 10 July was very
Important In giving an Idea of the depth of the process In
the Soviet  Union, He reiferated that glasnost nust be
extended, that the conceplions of cwlture have to be examined
“We do not want things bo be quiel on the cultural
front®, "glasnost is the normal stale of soiciety”, He
appealed for the need to discuss and adnitied "We sometimes
lack a political culiure,,,, ] do not pretend te know the
absalute truth”, The powsrful condemnalion of Stalin and
the reaffireation of the sociallst objectives of the Seviet
tnion Indicate the deplh of the process of partial
regeneration, analysed by Cde FPesadas and wltimalely this
will lead fo & tolal regeneralion In the re-encounter wilh
warxise  and specifically within the Soviedl {nion the
logical recognition of the historic role of Trolsky, The
later speech of Ligachev  was comparatively conservalive
fending fo diminish the Importance of the discussion on
Stalin which is nol only & question of Justice for the
victims of Stalin bul the search for the understanding of
the arigin of the workers siate,what went wrong and how all
tcan be overturned and made new, that Is deepening the role of
the Soviet Union as lsader of the world revelution to
gverthrow imperialise anmd capiitalism,

It is ihe strength of the workers siates which is
respanszérle for  the histeric wminers sérike In  Sputh
Africa, the  Interventions of the proletariatl  in the
- Phillipines and the Intervention of the workers in South
Korea, profoundly embarassing for the bourgeois pariies and
which are stimvlated specitically by the sxisience of the
Korean workers state, Such interventions show the unorganised
 strength of  the nasses throughout the werld which
L objectively demand & Communist International, wilh cosmunist
cadres educated In the conceptions and needs of this stage
and net enclosed In the narrow  elecioral perspectives of
any particular compunist party.

The return of the Thatcher government has thrown all the
existing leaderships of ihe opposition parties info forms
of crisis and paralysis, This has erupted most powerfully in
the SOF which sought and failed to develop as a party of the
centre maintaining links with Imperialise on defence but
attempting & limited conciliation with the population, This
is the end of the old social democracy, Such a perspective is
ne longer viable In Britain because the resources no longer
exist to conciliate with the mass of the population Hence

Continued page 4,
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- NICARAGUA AND ITES ADVANCE

FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY STATE

T THE WORKERS STATE

The Central American ‘peace
plan’ recently signed in Guatemala
by presidents of five central Ameri~
can states is primarily a blow at
Yankee imperialism and its war of
intervention against Nicaragua.: It
will effectively deny the Yankee
organised bands of assassins, the
‘Contras’, bases on the frontiers of
Nicaragua, and since - they have
littie or no support inside Nicaragua
it wiil be much more difficult for the
Yanks to prosecute their war against
the Nicaraguan masses. It also

means that countries like Guatemala,

Costa Rica and Honduras, whichk

its Sandinista (FSLN) leadership in
the future, probably in the measures
it takes to support the struggle of the
Bl Salvadorean masses, but in the
immediate sense the ‘peace plan’ is
to the advantage of Nicaragua. In the
first place, it will ease the pressure
imposed on the Nicaraguan economy
by the war of intervention, which
currently absorbs over half of the
country’s budget. This is what the
‘contras’are all about: not proposing
an alternative way of raising the
living standards of the masses, but
killing people — particularly medical
staff, teachers and technicians -

Revolutionary State, with a ‘mixed
economy’ in which roughly haif
agriculture and industry are still in
private hands. The Sandinista gov~
ernment and its policy of state
ownership has developed the economy
which was stagnant under the pre—
vious regime, and the bourgeois sec—
tor would like fo continue a situation '
in which the state develops ‘the
economy and the private sectors reap.
the profit. it is these people who
are most vocal in support of ‘plural—
ism’. Bui, since private property
has proved itself incapable of de~
veloping the economy and sociely —
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Yankee imperialism has treated as
colonies and has considered as its
own ‘backyard’, have separated them—
selves from the Yanks and taken an
independent line. In signing this
‘peace plan’ they have acted against
the reactionary interests of the
Yanks. The motives of the various
bourgeois leaderships of Central
America in faking this action are
self-interested ones, in as much as
whiist the Yanks used these coun—
tries to attack Nicaragua, it was
also engaged in exploiting them; and
survival dictates that these bourge—
ois leaderships distance themselves
from the Yanks. Of course, Nicaragua
is, for them, stili a danger because
it encourages the Honduran or Guat—~
emalan masses to struggle for social
transformation, but Yankee imperi—
alism is a far more immediate and
dangerous enemy.

No doubt, the ‘peace plan® will
impose limitations on Nicaragua and

Writing on Nanagua wall

and destroying resources in order to
prevent any advance. They are very
aware that any advance goes against
the interests of private property and
all the talk of ‘democracy’ is a
desperate attempt to maintain these
interests. The proposals on ‘demo—
cracy’ contained in the ‘peace plan’
represent no problems for Nicaragua.
After all, there has been a general
election in Nicaragua in which the
Sandinistas gained 60% of the vote,
which is considerably more than the
41% that allows Thatcher to remain
in government, and considerably
more than Reagan ever got.

The war of intervention has given
a certain weight to the poticies of
‘national unity’ and ‘pluralism’
inside Nicaragua, and the effects of
the ‘peace plan’ will be to stimulate
the discussion on how Nicaragua is
going to advance from the Revolu~
tionary State it now is to a full
Workers State. At the moment it is a

even for its own sectional interests ~
the advance of Nicaragua depends on
the extension of state ownership and
the planned economy.

For many in the Sandinista leader~
ship ‘pluralism’ was a tactic for a
country under siege, a state rather
like that of Lenin’s NEP in the early
days of the Soviet Union. Today,
with the existence of the system of
Workers States the world balance of
forces is more favourable for Nicara—
gua. The ‘peace plan’ is a local
expression of the world balance of
forces, because the bourgeois gov—
ernments of Costa Rica, Guatemala
and Honduras would not have made
this agreement if they did not feel
weak in front of the revolutionary
developments in their own countries.
This means that Nicaragua may not
long remain isolated in Central
America. At very least it opens the
possibility of some form of economic

Continued on page 4




THE WORKS OF MICHELANGELO AND THEIR

IMPORTANCE

IN HISTORY.

By looking at the works of art of various epochs we can
observe how capitalist society has evolved on the basis of

pbrevious regimes.

Also, it is possible that one can observe

the poverty of imagination and intelligence of all these socie—

ties which were based on private property.

Obviously there

was an evolution for the better as time went on, but intellj-
gence always remained very much behind scientific knowledgs,

culture and art in general.
incapable of anything else,

Science is a powerful ex—
pression of human intelligence
whether in .natural science,
physics or astronomy, but its
wings never spread across the
whole spectrum of human en—
deavours. In private property
knowledge has always tended
to remain Jocalised and its use
restricted to the bare needs of
the regime. T he history of pri—
vate property shows that
people’s education and parti—
cipation were always very low
and progress belonged to a
few. This has remained true
all through the history of pri—
vate property.

Michelangelo  contributed
enormousiy to human experi—
ence -with versatility and a
great deal of passionate love,
although he lived under a re~
pressive regime., - Hundreds of
thousands of people died of
various - epidemics, hunger,
floods and cataclysms. There
were endless wars and massa~—
cres. ‘The capitalist regime in
formation proved to be superior
to feudalism, but progress was
still determined by the inter—
ests of the ruling class, by
layers, groups -and castes.

Nothing produced in such
conditions can be without
grave limitations. The feuding
ruling circles had no interest.
in anything unless it suited
their interests. The advance
of intelligence and of fraternal
and loving human relations was
very much determined by their
exploiting interests and the
accumulation of capital. They
took hoid of discoveries for
their own use. They displayed
a great deal of intelligence in
natural science, chemistry,
mathematics and _astronomy,

but social relations mattered .

little to them as a result of the
sentiment engendered by the
regime.

The art of the nascent
bourgeoisie is rather rigid,
showing - lords and nobles
completely aloof, not inter—
ested in whether people lived
or died. They did not want to
know whether agriculture could
be organised to satisfy the
needs of the population. . They
were solely interested in the
market and the demands of the
market.When visiting museums
this. must be observed in the
art of the entrepreneur bourge—
oisie.

This kind of regime could
produce little more than an
art _of a limited kind.  Only
very strong individuals could

~ tical understanding of it.

The regime of private property was

escape this but never entire
currents, groups or tendencies.
There was an abysmal stan—
dard of life in the countryside,
little production and even less
distribution. Epidemics, dis—
ease, war and famines were
daily occurences. However,
there was a very great develop
—~ment of knowledge ‘and, in
the midst of it all, a Michel~
angelo appeared. There were
vast human resources that
should have produced much
more than a Michelangelo, but
he remained an exception.
The social regime, first based
on the slave and the serf, and
then on the capitalist mode of
production, did not allow the
force that inspired Michel~
angelo to become generalised.,
The regime itself,
economy based on a limited
development, - did not .allow
more to be done. The human

.ability to do more existed but
the ruling class had no inter~

est. It was only interested in
itself, It did not need progress
for everyone, and the latter
was against  its interests.
This paralysed everything.

it is important that Michel—

~angelo was able to represent

social relations superior o
those that generally existed
under feudalism. His elevated
consciousness. and sentiments

made him look for the signs of

a more humane society. He
felt that the relatlions belween
the ordinary people were su—
perior to those of the ruling
circles, without having a poli-
He
knew that there were people
ready to die for holding the
belief that all things: had a
czuse, and all causes could
be investigated without refer—
erce to the question of God’s
existence. Untii, then it had
‘been the norm to accept

the answers  of those
in power : the Lorgs,the
kings and queens, whose
knowledge apparently came
from the Almighty. Heaven
was the ultimate protector,
particularly of the feudal class
who were interested in science
only as long as it ea sed the
iife of their small cligues.

This is why the works of
Michelangelo are so important.
Whilst he lived surrounded by
extremely backwardhuman re—~
lations, he depicted not these
relations but those in develop—
ment, and the future ones of a
hetter regime yet to come. T his

was transmitted to him by the

solidarity of the ordinary peo~
ple and by his contemporaries

. fail to come one day.
and the.

J. POSADAS
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prevail, and this created a new
level of human confidence.
With the Workers State, intelli~
gence develops deep roots in
the tissue of society, and not
just in one or other individual,
The harmonious development

Michelangelo, that do not sub—
mit to private property, tend
to reinforce the notion of the
necessity of Communism for
the future of humanity. Com—
munism is not just the result
of the necessity to live better.
The development of science,
technology, production and in—
telligence, all show the absur~
dity of living a life dominated

Michelangelo is one of the most dominating figures of the Renaissance, but fre—
quently he is interpreted in terms purely of his artistic capacity.. Nonetheless, it is
quite clear that he had sympathies with the great revolutionary, Savanarola, and he
was a direct and passionate critic of the papacy and its various corruptionss He par-
ticipated in the defence of the Florentine Republic and denounced the treachery of its
military leadership, The mystical nature of some aspedts of his thinking tends to ob—
scure the very human quality of his painting and sculpture, which entered into direct
conflict with the traditions of feudal art. I is not accidental that he wielded much in-
fluence over Diego Rivera, the painter of the Mexican Revolution.

who made science progress by
their own human efforis. Thus
Michelangelo acguired quali-~

tires and .gave prominence fo

conclusions which enlarged
his great revolutionary artistic
capacity.

Michelangeio made projecis
tirmly based on the stories of
fife on earth, and not about
paradise. As an artist he be~
iieved in new and superior 0~
ciai reifaiions that would wnot
in an
epoch when there were no po~
litical parties or organisations
art was one of the rare medi—
ums . through -which  such - a
belief could be expressed, and
Michelangefo is ail the more
important for having done it.

His works did not obey
those in command or answer
to the interests of the Church.
He dedicated himself to exall
the new and_revolutionary
ideas of his time. Naturally,
they were those of the bourge—
oisie, for the latter was de-—
veloping. It was not that he
had a quality nobody else had,
but that a logical need arose
from the development of pro—
ductive forces and producti-—
vity, Feudalism was wholly
incapable and  impervious to
this. The limitation of all the
social regimes to be taken in
history is the interest of pri—
vate property. However, with
the development of the econo—
my, capitalism arcse and
with it the proletariat. Strug—
gling against capitalism, the
proletariat eventually took
power against capitalism. In
so doing, it installed superior
regime without which it could
not have maintained its power.
For this superior regime to
exist the proletariat could not
give property to the workers
and create a new form of pri—
vate ownership, It did this by
collectivising the economy
and by using the power of the
state.

When the state became the
owner of all property this
allowed an increase of produc—
tion and distribution; but more
than this, it allowed a great
development in social intelli—~
gence: a most important factor,
Conditions arose for objective
social relations between peo—
ple; objectivity was allowed to

of all in sociely is the essen—
tial base for the development
of the intelligence of each in—
dividual, and not just a few.
in all the regimes of properly
that came before this, only
one or other individual mana—
ged to make an impression by
breaking through a  little.

Intelligence develops to
the extent that the workers’
movement increases its inter—
vention and achieves leader—
ship, with its own analyses
and conclusions. To be af the
head of an economy that sur-
passes capitalism, the working
class needs to be intelligent

JAND SOCIALISM

and not just to acquire what
is called ‘culture’. If it could
acquire culture as well, all the
better; but the very act of
exercising an organised and
scientific leading role makes
it acquire the best in ideas
and culture. . Its position in
the economy and society gives
it an objective understanding
of history, the base for the
most advanced intelligence
and qualities.

All -that capitalism has
achieved shows its immense
limitation. It has accumulated
impressive quantities of pain—
tings and treasures in museums
but, at the same time, it im—
poverished whole areas in the
world,  massacred, caused
famin es, deprivation and po~
verty.

Works like those of

by struggle, wars, civil wars
and strikes. All these are the
result of life in capitalism,
the consequence of the various
regimes of private property,
Private property is the back—
wardness that has to be ended.

Social transformation s
necessary because the very
structure of the economy needs
to expel private property. Pri—
vate property canm no longer
develop the ‘economy which
needs now a superior form in
order to go forward again. This
can only be attained by collec-
tivisation, which will be fol-
lowed by the elimination of

| J Oadas

property altogether — property
as presently known in the Wor—
kers State included.

in conditions infinitely in-
ferior to those in capitalism,
in conditions where the prole~
tariat has not yet intervened
to the full, the Workers States
like China and the Soviei
Union — have achieved infin-—
itely more than all the works
of art you see in the museums
of capitalism; in the Workers
States the proletariat has still
not intervened to the full, and
it has not yet exercised ils
role of leadership of the Wor— .
kers States. There is still a
form of dual power in the irade
unions and in the Communist
Party, between the proletariat
and the bureaucracy.  The
O Continued page 4,
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The Communist International

and the progress

of humanity.

The Communist International is

it is not an instrument to measure one or another Party.

J. Posadas

an objective necessity of history.
It is a

scientific centre of the organisation of the collective life of the
world, It is the centre which develops the most elevaled scientific
principles. 1t was like this in the epoch of Lenin and Trotsky. If
afterwards there was a retreat, this was the result of Stalin, not the
power of Stajin but because of the historical conditions which led to

Stalin.

Bui the Communist International is indispensable.

The

Communist International generalises the experience, communicates

it as a scientific instrument, and
reach the unification of the level o

allows the Communist parlies to
f {heoretical and political under—

standing and of the most glevated experiences.

1t is a lie when capitalism
and some Communist parties say
that the ‘Communist International’
is an instrument which now no
longer corresponds fo history.
The Communist International is
nol an insitrumeni to defend ihe
interests of the most powerful
country - against.. the - smallest
country, buyt:to generalise the ex—
perience, to unify the creative
capacity of the masses through
the Workers States and thus to
organise the power where ii lies
- it was ‘in this. way that the
Communist Intermmational function~
ed. If it did not con tinue like
this, it is because Stalin’s policy
led to the degeneration of the
Communist International.

‘The: unification of China and
the USSR is the most powerful
and necessary instrument for the
progress of humanity. This has
to- be discussed. The Chinese
leadership is  bureaucratic ~and
conciliatery with capitalism, but
the Chinese Workers State has a
base which is superior to the
bureaucracy which jeads it.. Thus
as Stalin was defeated so the
conciliatory  tendency - within
China will be defealted. 1t is
necessary to propese in all the
Communist parties and all -the
Communist militanis must propose
that -the Sino~-Soviet unification
is necessary. The unification of
all the Workers States is-neces-
sary. I is necessaty {o make
this = discussion rapidly, now,
immediate, ~without cessation,
uninterruptedly; it is necessary to
unify the Workers States, to plan
the economy of all the Workers
States, to plan the economic and
military policy, with the full right
of discussion of the experiences
and conclusions of all the parties.

It is necessary to measure the
parties not as smsll and great,
not that the ‘biggest parly has
more power than the smallest’,
but = as in science - to give
direction to scientific capacity
and the intelligence of the Wor~
kers States. It is not the most
powerful which wins or determines
the course of events, but the in-
telligence which the smallest can
have, Albania, for example.

‘This is the mass Communist
International.

The degeneration of the Com~
munist International, of the Third
International, was not the work of
the programme and of the policy
of the Third International but of
the retreat of the world revolution
which allowed the rise of Stalin.

It was not an error of Lenin or
a deficiency of Lenin. It was the
result of the deficiencies of the
process of history which today is
no longer the case. Among the
essentialipoinis of discussion of
the Communist parties must be
the unification of the world Com~-
munist movement on the basis of
its anti—capitalist programme and
the construction of Socialism, on
the basis of Soviet democracy.

All this must be done with
the participation and the support
of the revolutionary world move -
ment, -whatever its  origin  or
strength. - The movements of the
colonial countries, the mostback-
ward ~ like Sahara with Polisario
-. pass directly from Polisario
to the Workers State. They say
‘We want fo construct Socialism’.

This is the most urgent task
which the Communist parties must
discuss. Each Communist Party
walled - within itself develops
consciousness, uynderstanding
policy and sentiments of isolation
which segregate it and make ‘ita
small island in the world which
is united by Communism. ltseg-
regates and then develops the
bases for bureaucratisation, for
the apparatus. ltis a constant
and uninterrupted necessily thab

all ~the . Communist -militants
should have this- conclusion
present.

Socialism is not constructed
with the unification of countries.
Socialism is: a. scientific con~
clusion  which .one supporis,
which is based on the objective
necessity of the development of
the economy, of science, of tech~
nology and of productivity. Eco~
nomy, science, techneibgy and
productivity fee! strangled by

14.3.1976

capitalism which does not allow
them to develop. In the Workers
State the bureaucracy acts as

custodian but does not pressure’

or strangle as in capitalism; with
the bureaucracy eliminated they
will develop unquestionably.

For the construction of Socia~
lism the basis of statification of

-property, the planning of produc~

tion, the elimination of the bourg-
eoisie is required; not pluralism
but Socialism. The Congress of
the CPSU functioned as a Com~
munist international, not the same

but similar in many respects to

Communist International.

The Soviet bureaucracy has
had to function in this way to
defend itself, and also because
the Soviet working class has a
level of political culture, of
organisational intervention, of
combative resolution so that the
bureaucracy is obliged fo make
changes. "This is not a change

the

merely reproductive of the bureau~ -
It is a limited responsey

cracy.
one that is containedvbytihe for-
midable impulse of the Soviet
working - class.

This resolution of the Con=-
gress. of the CPSU, at the same
time that they expel five hundred
thousand members 3s bureaucratic
thieves and their clients, that it
expels Ministers, that it has em~
bezzlers shot, expresses a very
great drive from the Soviet wor~
king class. The Soviet working
class is the most formidable, the
most complete and the most
powerful in history. Without the
marvellous Soviet working class
fascism would have triumphed,
and the Soviet working class has
weighed in the Congress of the
CPSU. It has not weighed ina

direct  form in the incorporation
of ‘workers into the leadership of
the Party. There are some, but
still very few.

The resolution which  they
have taken goes on the road of
the necessity of developing wor-
kers power in the world. This
increases the conditions for the
development of the workers’
movement.

Ve feel that we are an indis~
pensable factor of history. No
doubt without us history would go
on the same path. Even without
Lenin the path would have been
taken, but with a very great slow~
ness which would have aliowed 2
retreat in history.

We are conscious of our func—~
tion and seek to make it the best
possible.

J. POSADAS 14, 3. 76

Cparticularly available te children,

[ The bourgecisie sees

CImperialise from making rfascisam,

THE MASS MURDER IN HUNGERFORD

AND THE MADNESS OF CAPITALISHM

e

The wass murder of 15 people commitied by Ryan in
Hungerford - Including his mother and women with children -
before he killed himself, shows a process thal started In
the United States and is now developing In Britain, [t is a
process of social degeneration, gquite In accord with a
society that has lost all Iis power over the peoples of the
world, & sociely with a civil war mentalily, :

Ryan belonged o & Rifle Club, a place where any would-be
fascist can brain with Impunity, He had obtained employment
wilh reyaliy once - and this shows that he had access to
services close to, or vetled by, the secret services, In
ang way or the other, this casts some light on the soré of

cpeople to be Found thers, whom capitalism cultivales for

when It will need thea agalnst ihe wasses, There are
increasing numbers of -books, films, vidso lapes, eic, which
exhalt wvialsnce, wmurder ami harror)  these .are . wade
It represents the
padness of @ reging that lives with the ‘obssssion of
povert, and the certainty that 1¢ has lost ié for ever - as
comrade Fosadas in an arkicle wribien on the 'Social Origin
of Nadness In this Stage of Histery', 24,8, 74,

The bourgsoisie sees thal, In the USSR and the ather
Workers Stales, @ new socigly and & new MNan are growing

“without capifal, economic domination er coloenies ~ and this,

in spite of ithe furious war capiialise wages againsi ithes,
that,  in & small couniry like
Nicaragua, people learned to read and write In less than §
years, once  inperialism was expelled, The  cultural

(Gecadence In capiialism corresponds to Its realisation that

it has lost power, that the world will never return to be &
calony, and that progress advances against Iis arrogance and
thirst for supremacy,

Individuals like Ryan live & life of contenpt and haired
against people, They compare their wrelched Individual
lives of dispuie and Tallures, with the dignified iife of
the Blacks of South Africa, or with the masses of South
Korsa or the Philippines, and they .cannot . bear  the
comparison,  They turn to madness and in the bourgeoisie
there are various levels of such & madness, From closing
hespitals to repressing the. people who warn. against the
poisoning of the enviropment, radicactividy and  muclear
preparations,  The avent In Hungerford Is. only one post
sirident expression. of the madness of capitalism,

A socisty that ignores the dally genocide that is being
perpetrated against the Falestinians, or Justifies ithe

regime In South Africa, cannat be but insane, It Is &
society that lives in the belief that might 1s right, Those
phe have nex power are of ne Importance;  there Is on

average, &t least one child murdersd in this country every

weel In his or her own family, sowetimes after months or
years of forture, There are countless cases of child rape
in families, and this Is on the Increase, Those who suffer
nost are always those most wulnerable; the old, the women,
the children, It shows the cowardly nature of a systew that
turns to madness because it would like fo make fascism,

Ingeed, the world balance of Fforces, the advance of ‘the
Workers States and of revolutions in the world, prevent
this Is why capitalise
hates the Workers States and Is preparing Ffor nuclear war
against them whilsé It prepares for rivil war against the
nasses, '

In the Workers States, the children are the centre of all
love and activity, If there was one case of child rape or
murder In the USSR, you can be sure that the sagle eye of
capitalisn would have spotied It, But ithis is the major
reason for the unbounded fury of capitalise; it Is faced
with a superior society that defles It, undeterred by
nuclear weapons, ‘ ‘ ; ;

The Workers Slate I's the society that closed the brothels
of Cuba, rehabilitated criminals In Vietnam, showing how to
live without having to colonise and kill,  ithe Workers
Flates are the mighty force that prevents imperialisw from
nurdering Nicaragua or the revalution In Afghanisian, . Fven

~though imperialism finds this insurferable and will launch

the muclear war against the Workers States, it is impossible
for It o triumph because It Is & social regine by-passed by
history, that only leads to destruction  and death -
Including its own - like Ryan,




Imperialism and the campaign against Iran.

The present campaign against lran
orchestrated by Yankee imperialism
with supporting roles for the British
dinesaurs and their French equi~
valants  is. the expression of the
inevitable tendency towards the final
encounter bhetween imperialism and
the Workers States, If it was not
lran there would be some other
¢risise Even when Yankee imperi~
alism in any particular instance has
not the immediate intention of
launching the war, it is geared to
trying to maintain a constant fever of
bellicosity to sustain authority and
decision over its allies and justify
all manner of arms budget and
preparations.

The lran~lrag war has been con~
tinued -in its last phase, pariicularly
by the ruling clique in lran, as a
means of diverting the pressure for
revolutlonary change in lran into a

‘patriotism’ against lrag. -Imperialism

has cynically helped the war by

. massive arms deals, The interest of

~‘the Soviet Union is of a different
nature. =~ not to allow one nation to
humiliate the other and to impede the
intrigues of imperialism,

The war. can. cause problems. for
shipping, but it offers a
wonderful opportunity for imperialism
to add to the tension, and particular—
ly after the lrangate disorder in the
ruling class to try to regain lost
authority,

A massive campaign has been
carried out in the organs of publicity
against fran, with the typical im-
perialist mentality. The lranians
are porfrayed as insane - in com-
parison with the ‘civilised' imperi-
alists, - Thus, when the Saudi

mediately declared the fault of the
lranians, Mass murder is justified
by the ‘democracies’, just as they
say nothing ahout the massacres in
Mozambique or Angola or Afghanis~

tan, In practice, although without
the -strength of fascism, this is a
fascist programme,

Similar campaigns have been
launched against Libya and Syria in
the past. “All the time imperialism
feels “the continuoys growth of the
influence of the Workers States
throughout the region, and is pre-
occupied to contain this.

lin the case of lan, they would
like to force a turn to the rights

“ The intervention of full-scale
Yankee fleets and the extensive
re~flagging of oil tankers under the
Yankee flag, originating in compe=-
tition with the Soviets who were
asked by the Kuwaitis to re-flag;
their vessels, in the conditions of
thei war in the Gulf are exireme
provocations, and as such have been
denounced by the Soviets. Imperi=
alism is trying to use the UN Reso~
lution over the cessation of hostili-
ties between lrag and lran, and the
criticisms of lran, as a pretext for
their intervention.

The Soviets, although realising
that it is the intransigence of the
clique in lran which helps prolong
the war, know full well that the high
moral line being taken by imperialism
is simply to justify a policy of in-
timidation against Iran, Imperialism
fears the anti-imperialist foree of
fran, which also influences in
Lebanon, 1t is the previous failures

Arabians - well known as puppets of Soviet policy in Iran that has per-

of the Yanks — carried out a blood
bath of ‘the iranians, this was im=

mitted the revolution there to be
contained by the fundamentalists and

other reactionary sectors, who
nonetheless have to maintain a
vigorous anti-imperialist position,

The Soviets have offered to help
fran over its oil supplies and imperi=~
alist conflict with Iran would quickly
tead fo confrontation between the
Soviets and VYankee imperialism,

This dispute over lran has to be
seen in the context of the world-
wide confrontation between impeti-
alism and the Workers States. In
effect, small wars are being waged
everywhere between the two opposed
social systems. Nicaragua, €had,
Eritrea and Mozambique are prime
gxamples of this situation and, at
the same time, imperialism seeks to
destabilise India through the Sikhs,
and also in Sri Lanka, creating
opportunities so they hope for right
wing regimes,

Soviet policy ‘is without doubt
hampered in the Middle East by the
absence of strong Communist par-
ties, and the cligues in Damascus,
Tehran and Baghdad have benefited
from this, On the other hand, these
regimes do not answer to the needs
of the population and the need for
complete social and political trans~
formations.  This is why & more
decisive policy. in Afghanistan,
which transcends ‘reconciliation’
and puts the emphasis on the com=

plete social transformation of Af-
ghanistan, would have a powerful

effect in all this area. It is notby ,

From page 1,

the anguish of the SDP, The traditional apparatus of the LF
and the majority of the trade unions - bar the miners and 2
few others - is mainly concerned to do nothing that will

provide a living political centre for mass intervention
JThis Is paréicularly so now because Thabcherosaurus has no
perspective  save clumping around,privatising and reducing
the standard of living of the masses, The longer the war is
postponed | the grimser the capitalist regime becowss, and
the more irrelevant Its pelicies, In the pasi capitalisy has

averted the worst expression
degengrate by war,
ils

of Its natural fendency fte

Thus war ssemed to “cleanse” sociely of
"ills" As capitalism cannot now organise itself in

security for war all the social crises accumulate and the

conditions for both civil

war and crime mwultiply, The

classes are Jocked In struggle and peripheral Jayers sink

inte a pire without end,

The apparatuses of the LP

and the trade unions bewoan

the loss of sectors of the aristocracy of labour who voted
conservative but their going is good riddance, What the left

has fo do Is fo nake

& balance of the last period, The

recent slatepent of ﬁenn on the need for & discussion of
Ideas is a response to the arftermath of the election when

it Is clear that the policies

of trying to take over the

spparatus have no fubure, The laft in order to lsarn from the

experiences of the Thatcher

years has to realise that

programpe and policies for anli capitalist struggle have fo

be waged In the factoriss and

the workers areas, Thatchers

more or less open invitation to the military to intervens
against a Labour government proposing nuclear disarmament is

a lesson on the siage which

history has reached, Here

elecloralism even of a radical order is insufficient,Britain
cannot be Isolated from the world and the Fundamenial rols

of the workers states, 6,887,

the historic

significance J POSADAS
of the triumph sgcilmsxc

of the guerrilla
in Nicaragua

chance that reactionary elements in |

lran support the counter-revolution~

aries in Afghanistan, There is now:
; plan,

much discussion on all these prob=
fems in the Soviet Union, and on the

internal conflicts among the Afghan !

Communists. ~The interests of the
Workers State will prevaile

From aagé’ 2

The vvorks of Mtchelangeio

proletariat has not yet been
the leadership, . However, in
the limited manner in which it
fias been able to lead, it has
shown that it is fully capable
of leading. When we make a
comparison hetween the crea—
tion of the Workers State and
the limitation in creation in
private property, we are not
mocking . or depreciating any
artist, painter, sculptor or
poet, We only feel the joy and
satistaction to see that the
necessary historic function of
ideas has been accomplished.
And that Marxism has been its
main instrument.

The Workers State allows
the development of all human
capacity. If it-does not prove
this conclusively yet, it is
because - of the bureaucratic
leaderships However, the

-4

Workers State has proved that
It is here to stay. It is a ne~
cessary transitional  form.
There is no doubt that new
generations of artists  will
arise. We do not know exactly
when as yet, but we do know
that there is no advance in

_social organisation that has

not had its artists. The de-
velopment of the intelligence
of entire populations through
their participation directly in
the leadership of their coun—
tries in production, in

distribution, in science and
technology — represents the
greatest impulse to art ever
known. The Workers States,
even with their bureaucracies,
have done more in this field
than all the previous regimes
put together, It is still too
early to measure all the poten—~
tial possibilities.

—

The development of human
intelligence is intimately
bound up with the economy,
society and social relations.
It is determined by the de—
velopment of society, produc~

From page |,

or ‘common marke!’, which
would mitigate the effects of the
Yankee blockade of Nicaragua.

State ownership and cotlectivisa~
tion have o be extended, and this is
particularly true of agricullure. In
order to feed the population in a
quite desperate situation, the sandi—
nista has distributed land to families

i and organised them in co—operatives.

The limitation of this policy is that

i whilst it does allow individual fami~

lies to feed themselves, it does not
ajlow the economy to be centrally
planned and it tends to stimulate in—

i dividual interest in land ownership.

tion, the economy and distri—~ !

when it is based on complete
confidence and objectivity in
thought. This is the base for
infinite knowledge! Capitalism
presents intelligence as the
particular endowment of one or
other individual. But this is
quite false because intelli—
gence is social, and if it
appears to be individual today
it is because life is not given
the full possibility and organi~
sation to unfold. But all the
conditions are present for this
advance.

J. POSADAS 9.10.1972

The Soviet Union still suffers from
the problem in agriculture created in
the early days, which prevents a
ceniral planning. In Nicaragua, it is
generally not a probiem of expropria—~

bution. Intelligence will bloom , ting big landowners but of utilising

land which is not cuitivated. The
human and material forces released
by the ‘peace plan’ should atlow the
state to develop its own centrally
planned agriculture. - The same is
true of industry. Wotld conditions do
not allow private property to develop
industry. This has fo be done by the
state, and, if pluralism means that
the small sector of bourgecis indus—
trialists are allowed to limit or in—
fluence this policy, then pluralism
will have to be replaced quickliy by
workers’ and popular control,

Already the trade unions {CST)
piay an important role in developing
the economy and, with the existence
of elements of workers’ control, there
is an understanding in the CST that
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the role of the trade union — even in

a Revolutionary State, and certainly

in a Workers State — is not the same
as in capitalism. In these conditions
they have o supporl the process of
planning the economy rather than
simply seeking better wages for
‘their’ workers. indeed, workers
aiready give days of work without
wages for the benefit of the overail
economy, and many workers in. the
CS8T questioned recently about
whether a recent wage increase -
given to counteract the effects of
inflation ~ -should not have been:
dedicated to the benefit of the natio—
nal economy. The CST is the most

direct: representative of the. small
Nicaraguan proletariat and is dedi~
cated to the construction of Socialism,
As such, it is a potent force in the
advance of Nicaragua to the Workers
State.

Whilst there is a nationalist and
pluralist tendency within the FSLN,
as a leadership it is dedicated to the
advance to Socialism. Indeed, it has
aiready organised permanent schools
to train cadres ‘to construct the
Party for Socialism’. The conscious—
ness of the need for a Marxist Pariy
is & very high level of consciousness
indeed, The leadership of the FSLN
is very aware of the problems of
bureaucracy, and the circumstances
of the early days of the Soviet Union,
the rise of Stalinism, and the role of
Trotsky, are a matter of close study.
There is clear evidence that the
FSLN are actively seeking the ideas
of Trotsky and their development in
this stage of history by Posadas.




Editorial

THE ILABOUR LEFT HAS

TO INTEGRATE ITSELE

WITH THE CLASS

STRUGGILE

The soviet diplowstic offensive against Imperialism has
shown the social weakness of that system, throwing It Into
prafound political uneass, German Imperialism felt obliged to
make concessions  fo  the soviels  over the Fershing
nissiles, this time fo the fury of the Sirauss wing of ihe
Ferman bourgecisie, These feel thal their class autharily is
diminished by this type of concession which indsed It Is,
The ineptitude of imperialism has been manifest throughout
the diplomatic rigmarale,whatever the final oulcome of the
negotiations on bhe removal of medium reange missiles, As the
soviels themselves recognise such negotiations have their
limitations because Imperialism cannot abanden Iis natural
- almosphere of  hale and agression, Reagan's lalesi
buffoonery Includes saying that the seviels have o change
much more before thelr behaviour 1s acceptable! The aclions
of the Vanks  in the Gulf and their  distaste For the
proposals of the Central American republics against aid for
the Contras show yel again that the tendency towards the
wunleashing of war by lImperialism can only be partially
contained by the world process Eventuslly iaperialism will
go to war in the worst conditions For Jisell,

The spesch of Garbachev of the 10 July was very
important In giving an Idea of the depilh of the process in
the Soviet . Union, He reiterated that glasnosi nusi be
extended, that the conceptions of culbure have to be exanined
“We do notl wand things fo be guigt on the culbural
front”, "Glasnost Is ithe normal stale of soiciely”, He
appealed for the need fo discuss and adnitied "We somelines
lack & political culture,,,, I do not pretend fto know the
absalute truth”, The powerful condemnation of Stalin and
the reaffirnation of the socialist objectives of bhe Soviet
Union Indicate the depih of  the process of partial
regeneration, analysed by Cde Posadas and wlbipately this
will lead to & total regeperation In the re-encounter with
parxism  and specifically within the Soviel (Union lthe
legical recognition of the historic role of Troisty, The
later spesch of Ligachev  was comparatively conservative
tending bo diminish the impertance of ihe discussion on
Stalin which is not only a guestion of jusiite Ffor the
victims of Stalin but the search for the understanding of
the origin of the workers stale,what went wrong and how all

Scan be overturned and nade new, that Is despening the role of
the Soviel {(nion

as Ileader of the world revolution fo

averthrow inperialisa and capitalism,
It is the strength of ihe workers stales which is
responsible  for the historic winers sirike I'n  South
Africa, the Interveniions of the proletariat In  the
- Phillipines amd the Intervention of lthe workers in South
 Korea, profoundly embarassing for the bourgecls parties and
which are stimulated specifically by the existence of bhe
Korean workers state, Such interventions show the unorganissd
sirength of the nmasses throughout  the world which
objectively demand & Compunist International, with communist
cadres educated In the conceptions and needs of this stage
and not enclosed In the narrow  electoral perspectives of
any particular compunist party. ‘

The return of the Thatcher government has thrown all ithe
existing leaderships of the opposition parties Inte forws

\of crisis and paralysis This has erupted most powerfully in

the SDF which sought and falled to develop as & party of the
centre maintaining links with Imperialise on defence but
atlempting a limited conciliation with the population, This
is the end of the old social democracy, Such & perspective Is
ne longer viable In Britain because the resources no longer
exist to conciliate wilth the mass of the population Hence

Continued page 4,
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NICARAGUA AND ITS ADVANCE

TO THE WORKERS STATE

The Central American ‘peace
plan’ recently signed in Guatemala
by presidents of five central Ameri~
can states is primarily a blow at
Yankee imperialism and its war of
intervention against Nicaragua. It
will effectively deny  the Yankee
organised bands of assassins, the
‘Contras’, bases on the frontiers of
Nicaragua, and since they have
iittle or no support inside Nicaragua
it will be much more difficult for the
Yanks to prosecute their war against
the Nicaraguan masses. It also
means . that countries like Guatemala,
Costa Rica and Honduras, whick

its Sandinista (FSLN) leadership in
the fulure, probably in the measures
it takes to support the struggle of the
Bl Salvadorean masses, but in the
immediate sense the ‘peace pian’ is
to the advantage of Nicaragua. in the
first place, it will ease the pressure
imposed on the Nicaraguan economy
by the war of intervention, which
currently absorbs over half of the
country’s budget. This is what the
‘contras’are all about: not proposing
an alternative way of raising the
living standards of the masses, but
kitling people — particularly medical
staff, teachers and technicians ~

Revolutionary State, with a ‘mixed
economy’ in which roughly -haif
agriculture and industry are still in
private hands. The Sandinista gov~
ernment and its policy of state
ownership has developed the economy
which was stagnant under the pre—
vious regime, and the bourgeois sec—
tor would like to continue a situation
in which the state develops the
economy and the private seclors reap.
the profit. 1t is these people who
are most vocal in support of ‘plural~
ism’.  But, since private property
has proved itself incapable of de~—
veloping the economy and society -
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Yankee imperialism has treated as
colonies and has considered as its
own ‘backyard’, have separated them—
seives from the Yanks and taken an
independent line. In signing this
‘peace plan’ they have acled against
the reactionary interests of the
Yanks. The motives of the various
bourgeois leaderships of Central
America in taking this action are
self~interested ones, in as much as
whilst the Yanks used these coun-—
tries to attack Nicaragua, it was
also engaged in exploiting them; and
survival dictates that these bourge—
ois leaderships distance themselves
from the Yanks. Of course, Nicaragua
is, for them, still a danger because
it encourages the Honduran or Guat—
emalan masses to struggie for social
transformation, but Yankee imperi—
alism is a far more immediate and
dangerous enemy.

No doubt, the ‘peace plan’ will
impose limitations on Nicaragua and

Uriting on Managua wall

and destroying resources in otder fo
prevent any advance. They are very
aware that any advance goes against
the interests of private property and
all the talk of ‘democracy’ is a
desperate attempt to maintain these
interests, The proposals on ‘demo~
cracy’ contained in the ‘peace plan’
represent no probiems for Nicaragua.
After all, there has been a general
election in Nicaragua in which the
Sandinistas gained 60% of the vote,
which is considerably more than the
41% that allows Thatcher to remain
in government, and considerably
more than Reagan ever got.

The war of intervention has given
a certain weight o the poticies of
‘national unity’ and ‘pluralism’
inside Nicaragua, and the effects of
the ‘peace plan’ will be to stimulate
the discussion on how Nicaragua is
going to advance from the Revolu—
tionary State it now is to a full
Workers State. At the moment it is a

even for its own sectional interests ~
the advance of Nicaragua depends on
the extension of state ownership and
the planned economy.

For many in the Sandinista leader—
ship ‘pluralism’ was a tactic for a
country under siege, a state rather
like that of Lenin’s NEP in the early
days of the Soviet Union. Today,
with the existence of the system of
Workers States the world balance of
forces is more favourable for Nicara—
gua. The ‘peace plan’ is a local
expression of the world balance of
forces, because the bourgeois gov—
ernments of Costa Rica, Guatemala
and Honduras would not have made
this agreement if they did not feel
weak in front of the revolutionary
developments in their own countries.
This means that Nicaragua may not
long remain isolated in Central
America. At very least it opens the
possibility of some form of economic

Continued on page 4
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THE WORKS OF MICHELANGELO AND THEIR

IMPORTANCE

IN HISTORY.

By looking at the works of art of various epochs we can
observe how capitalist society has evolved on the basis of

previous regimes.

Also, it is possible that one can observe.

the poverty of imagination and initelligence of all these socie—

ties which were based on private property.

Obviously there

was an evolution for the better as time went on, but intelli~
gence always remained very much behind scientific knowledge,

culture and art in general.
incapable of anything else.

Science is a powerful ex~
pression of human intelligence
whether in .natural science,
physics or astronomy, but ils
wings never spread across the
whole spectrum of human en—
deavours. In private property
knowledge has always tended
to remain localised and its use
restricted to the bare needs of
the regime. The history of pri—
vate property shows that
people’s education and parti—
cipation were always very low
and progress belonged fo a
few. This has remained true
all through the history of pri-
vate property.

Michelangelo
enormously ic human experi—
ence. with -versatility .and. a
great deal of passionate love,
although he lived under a re~
pressive: regime. . -Hundreds of
thousands of people died of
various - epidemics, - hunger,
floods and cataclysms. There
were endless wars and massa—
cres.  The capitalist regime in
formation proved to be superior
to feudalism, but progress was
still.determined by the inter—
ests -of the ruling class, by
layers, groups -and castes.

Nothing produced in such
conditions can be without
grave limitations., The feuding
ruling circles had no interest
in anything unless it suited
their interests. The advance
of intelligence and of fraternal
and loving human relations was
very much determined by their
exploiting interests and the
accumulation of capital. They
took hold of discoveries for
their own use. They displayed
a great deal of intelligence in
natural science, chemistry,
mathematics and astronomy,
bui social relations mattered
little to them as a result of the
sentiment engendered by the
regime.

The  art of the nascent
bourgecisie is _rather rigid,
showing lords and nobles
completely aloof, not inter—
ested in whether people lived
or died. They did not want to
know whether agriculture could
be organised to satisfy the
needs of the population. They
were. solely. interested in the
market and the demands of the
market. When visiting museums
this .must be observed in the
art of the entrepreneur bourge~
oisie.

This kind of regime could
produce little more than an
art. of a limited kind. Only
very strong individuals could

contributed

development,

The regime of private properly was

escape this but never entire
currents, groups or téndencies..
There was an abysmal stan—
dard of life in the countryside,
little production and even less
distribution. Epidemics, dis~
ease, war and famines were
daily occurences. However,
there was a very great develop
—-ment of knowledge and, in
the midst of it all, a Michei—
angelo appeared. There were
vast human resources that
should have produced much
more than a Michelangelo, but
he remained an exception.
The social regime, first based
on the siave and the serf, and
then on the capitalist mode of
production, did not allow the
force that inspired Michel—

-angelo to become generalised.

The - regime itself, -and the
economy based on. a -limited
did. not .allow
more -to be done. The human
ability to do more existed but
the ruling class had no inter—
est, It was only interesied in
itself. it did not need progress
for everyone, and the lalter
was —against iils

it is important that Michel-
angelo was able to represent
social relations superior to
those that generally existed
under feudalism. His elevated
consciousness and sentiments
made him Jook for the signs of
a more humane society. . He
felt that the relations betlween
the ordinary people were su—
perior to those of the ruling
circles, without having a poli—

‘tical understanding of it. He

knew that there were people
ready to die for holding the
belief that -all things had a
ce¢use, and all causes could
be investigated without refer—
erce to the guestion of God’s
existence., Until, then it had
been the norm to accept

the answers of those
in power : the Lords,the
kings and queens, whose
knowledge apparently came
from the Almighty. Heaven
was the ultimate protector,
particularly of the feudal class

~who were interested in science

only as long as it eased the
life of their smali cligques.

This is why the works of
Michelangelo are so important.
Whilst he lived surrounded by
extremely backwardhuman re—

lations, he depicted not these

relations but those in develop~
ment, and the future ones of a

betterregime yet to come. T his'

was transmitted o ‘him by the
solidarity of the ordinary peo—
ple and by his contemporaries

interests.
- This . paralysed . everything.

J. POSADAS
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prevail, and this created a new
level of human confidence.
With the Workers State, intefli—
gence develops deep roots in
the tissue of society, and not
just in one or other individual.
The harmonious development

Michelangelo, that do not sub~—
mit to private property, tend
to reinforce the notion of the
necessity of Communism for
the future of humanity. Com-—
munism is not just the result
of the necessity to live better.
The development of science,
technology, production and in—
telligence, all show the absur—
dity of living a life dominated

Michelangelo is one of the most dominating figures of the Renaissance, but fre—
quently he is interpreted in terms purely of his artistic capacity. Nonetheless, it is
quite clear that he had sympathies with the great revolutionary, Savaenarola, and he
was-a direct and passionate critic of the papacy and its various corruptions. He par- |
ticipated in the defence of the Fiorentine Republic and denounced the treachery of its
military leadership. The mystical nature of some aspeé'ts of his thinking tends to ob—
scure the very human quality of his painting and sculpture, which entered into direct
coriflict with the traditions of feudal art. If is not accidental that he wielded much in-
fluence over Diego Rivera, the painter of the Mexican Revolution,

who made science progress by
their own human efforts. Thus
Michelangelo acguired quali~
tires and gave prominence o
conclusions which enlarged
his great revolutionary artistic
capacity.

Michelangelo made projects
firmly based on the stories of
‘life on earth, and not about
paradise. As an artist he be—
fieved in new and superiosr 80~
cial relations thalt would not
fail to come one day. In an
epoch when there were no po-—
litical parties or organisations
art was one of the rare medi~
ums - through which such a
belief could be expressed, and
Michelangelo is all the more
important for having. done it

His works did not obey
those in command or answer
to the interesis of the Church.
He dedicated himself to exalt
the new _and revolutionary
ideas of his time. Naturally,
they were those of the bourge~
oisie, for the latier was de~
veloping. It was not that he
had a quality nobody else had,
but that a logical need arose
from the development of pro—
ductive forces and producti—
vity.  Feudalism was wholly
incapable and impervious fo
this. The limitation of all the
socjal regimes to be taken in
history is the interest of pri—
vate properly. However, with
the development of the econo~
my, capitalism arese and
.with it the proletariat, Strug—
gling against capitalism, the
proletariat ‘eventually took
power against capitalism. In
so doing, it installed superior
regime without which it could
not have maintained its power.
For this superior regime to
exist the proletariat could not
give property to the workers
and create a new form of pri—
vate ownership. It did this by
collectivising the economy
and by using the power of the
state. R

When the state became the
owner of ‘all property this
allowed an increase of produc~
tion and distribution; but more
than this, it allowed a great
development in social intelli-
gence: a most important factor.
Conditions arose for objective
social relations belween peo~
ple; objectivity was allowed to

of all in sociely is the essen—
tial base for the development
of the intelligence of each in-
dividual, and not just a few.
in all the regimes of property
that came before this, only
one or other individual mana~
ged to make an impression by
breaking through a little.

Intelligence develops to
the extent that the workers’
movement increases its inter—
vention and achieves leader—
ship, with its own analyses
and conclusions. To be at the
head of an economy that sur—
passes capitalism, the working
class needs to be intelligent

by struggle, wars, civil wars
and strikes. All these are the
result of lite in capitalism,
the consequence of the various
regimes of private property.
Private property is the back-—
wardness that has to be ended.

Social transformation is
necessary because the very
structure of the economy needs
to expel private property. Pri-
vate property can no longer
develop the economy which
needs now a superior form in
order to go forward again. This
canonly be attained by collec~
tivisation, which will be fol-
lowed by the elimination  of

J. Pogadas
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and not just to acquire what
is called ‘culture’, If it could
acquire culture as well, all the
better; but the very act of
exeércising an organised: and
scientific leading role makes
it acquire the best in ideas
and culture. s position in
the economy and sociely gives
it an objective understanding
of -history, the base for the
most advanced . intelligence
and qualities.

All  that capitalism has
achieved shows its immense
limitation. It has accumulated
impressive quantities of pain—
tings and treasures in museums
but, at the same time, it im—
poverished whole areas in the
world, massacred, caused
famin es, deprivation and po-
verty., ~Works like those of

property altogether — property
as presently known in the Wor~
kers State included.

In conditions infinitely in—
ferior to those in capitalism,
in conditions where the prole—
tariat has not yetl intervened
to the full, the Workers Stafes
like China and the Soviet
Union — have achieved infin—
itely more than all the works
of art you see in the museums
of capitalism; in the Workers
States the proletariat has still
not intervened to the tull, and
it has not yet exercised its
role of leadership of the Wor—
kers States., There is still a
form of dual power in the trade

‘unions and in the Communist

Party, between the proletariat
and ‘the bureaucracy. The
Cantinued page 4,
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The Communist International

and the progress

of humanity.

The Communist international is

it is not an instrument to measure one or another Parly.

J. Posadas

an objective necessity of hisiory.
It is a

scientific centre of the organisation of the collective life of the
world, It is the centre which develops the most elevated scientific

principles.

It was like this in the epoch of Lenin and Trotsky.

if

afterwards there was a retreat, this was the result of Stalin, not the
power of Stalin but because of the historical conditions which led to

Stalin.

But the Communist International is indispensable.

The

Communist International generalises the experience, communicates

it as a scientific instrument, and
reach the unification of the levei o

allows the Communist parties to
f theoretical and political under~

standing and of the most e!evated experiences.

It is a lie when capitalism
and some Communist parties say
that the ‘Communist International’
is an instrument which now no
longer corresponds to  history.
The Communist International is
not an insirumeni io defend the
interests of the most powerful
country -against the . smallesi
country, but to generalise the ex~
perience, to unify the creative
capacity of the masses through
the Workers States and thus to
organise the power where it lies
- it was in this way that the
Communist International function~
ed. If it did not con tinuye like
this, it is because Stalin’s policy
led to the degeneralion of the
Communist International.

The unification of China and
the USSR is the most powerful
and necessary instrument for the
progress . of humanity. This has
to be discussed. .The Chinese
leadership-- is bureaucratic —and
conciliatory with capilalism, but
the Chinese Workers State has a
base which is superior to the
buteaucracy which leads il. Thus
as Stalin was defeated so the
conciliatory tendency  within
China will be defeated. [ is
necessary to propose in all the
Communist parties and all the
Communist militants must propose
that the Sino=Soviet unification
is necessary. The unification of
all-the Workers States is neces~

saty. It is necessary to make
this - discussion rapidly, now,
immediate, without - cesaation,

uninterruptedly; it is necessary to
unify the Workers States, to plan
the economy of all the Workers
States, to plan the economic and
military policy, with the full right
of discussion of the experiences
and conclusions of all the parties.

It is necessary fo measure the
parties not as small and great,
not that the ‘biggest party has
more power than the smallest’,
but - as in science - to give
direction to scientific capacity
and the intelligence of the Wor~
kers States. 1t is not the most
powerful which wins or determines
the course of events, but the in~
telligence which the smallest can
have, ~ Albania, for example.

This is the mass Communist
International.

The degeneration of the Com~
munist International, of the Third
International, was not the work of
the programme and of the policy
of the Third International but of
the retreat of the world revolution
which allowed the rise of Stalin.

1t was not an error of Lenin or
a deficiency of Lenin. It was the
result of the deficiencies of the
process of history which today is
no-longer the case. Among the
essential points of discussion of
the Communist parties must’ be
the unification of the world Com-
munist movement on the basis of
its anti—capitalist programme and
the construction of Socialism, on
the basis of Soviet democracy.

All this must be done with
the participation and the support
of the revolutionary world move —
ment,- -whatever . its  origin or
strength.  The movements of the
colonial countries, the mostback-
ward — like Sahara with Polisario
-~ pass -directly from Polisario
to the Workers:. State. . They say
‘We want to construct Socialism’.

This is the most urgent task
which the Communist parties must
discuss. Each Communist Party
walled within - itself develops
consciousness, understanding
policy and sentiments of isolation
which segregate ‘it and make it a
small island in ‘the world which
is united by Communism. It seg~
regates -and then develops the
bases for bureaucratisation,: for
the apparatus. I is-.a constant
and. uninterrupted necessity that

all - the Communist  militanis
should ~ have this -conclusion
present.

Socialism .is not consfructed
with the unification of countries.
Socialism Is a scientific con—
clusion. which. one supports,
which is based on the objective
necessity of the development of
the economy, of science, of tech-
nology and of productivity. Eco-
nomy, science, technology and
productivity feel strangled by
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capitalism which does not allow
them to develop. In the Workers
State the bureaucracy acts as
custodian but does not pressure
or strangle as in capitalism; with
the bureaucracy eliminated they
will develop unquestionably.

For the construction of Socia~
lism the basis of statification of
property, the planning of produc—
tion, the elimination of the bourg~
eoisie is required; not pluralism
but Socialism. The Congress of
the CPSU functioned as a Com~
munist International, not the same

but similar in many respecis to

Communist - International.

The Soviet bureaucracy has
had {o function in this way o
defend itself, and also because
the Soviet working class has a
level of political culture, of
organisational intervention, of
combative resolution so that the
bureaucracy is obliged to make
changes. "This is not a change

the

merely reproductive of the bureau-
It is a limited responsey

cracy.
one that is contained-butthe for—
midable impulse of the Soviet
working - class.

This resolution of the Con-
gress of the CPSU, at the same
time that they expel five hundred
thousand members as hureaucratic
thieves and their clients, that it
expels Ministers, that it has em~
bezzlers shof, expresses a very
great drive from the Soviet wor=
king class. The Soviet working
class is the most formidable, the
most complete and the most
powerful in history. Without the
marvellous Soviet working class
fascism would have triumphed,
and the Soviel working class has
weighed in the Congress of the
CPSU. It has not weighed ina

direct form in the incorporation
of workers into the leadership of
the Party. There are some, but
still very few.

The resolution which they
have taken goes on the road of
the necessity of developing wor~
kers power in the world. This
increases the conditions for the
development " of the workers’
movement. ‘

We feel that we are an indis—~
pensable factor of history. WNo
doubt without us history would go
on the same path. Even without
Lenin the path would have been
taken, but with a very greatl slow-
ness which would have allowed a
retreat in history.

We are conscious of our func~
tion and seek to make it the best
possible.

J. POSADAS 14, 3. 76
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“madness of & regime  that lives with - the

(The ~ bourgecisie sees

caplitalise would have spofied &,

THE MASS MURDER IN HUNGERFORD

AND THE MADNESS OF CAPITALISHM
|

oo

The mass murder of 75 peopls cowmitted by Ryan in
Hungerford = Including his moiher and wvogen with children -
before he killed himself, shows a process thal started In
the United States and is now developing in Britain, It is a
process of social degeneration, guite In accord with a
sociely that has lost all rts power over the peoples of the
world, & socigly with & civil war mentalidy, ‘

Ryan belongsd to g Rifle Club, & place where any wouwld-be

. fascist can brain wilh Impunity, He had obiained employaent

with royalty ence - and this shows that he had access fo
services close fo, or velted by, ithe secret services, In
ang way or the other, Lhis casis sowe light on the soré of

cpeople do be Found there, whom capitalisw culllvates for

when IE will nesd ihea against the masses, There are
increasing numbers of books, . films, video tapes, eic, whith
vielence, wurder and horror;. ithese are.  bade
particularly available to children, I represents the
‘obgession of
power’, and the certainly that it has lost Ii For ever - as

coprade Posadas in an ariicle written on the 'Social Origin

of Nadness in this Stage of History', 2,8, 74,
The bourgeoisie sees thai, in the USSR and the ather
Workers Stales, a new soclety and a new Nan are. groving

“without capital, econoaic domination or colonies - amd this,

in spite of the furious war capilalisw wages againsi ihea,
that, ~in & swmall country Iike
Nicaragus, people learned fo read and write in less than §
years, once Imperialism was expelled, The ~cultural

(decadence In capitalisn correspongs te Iés realissiion that

It has lost powsr, that the world will mever return to be @

calony, amd that progress advances against Its arrogance an

thirst for supremacy, '

Individuals like Ryan live & life of contempt and hatred
against peopls, They compare their wreiched Individual
lives of dispule and Failures, with the dignified life of
the Rlacks of South Africa, or with the nasses of Soulh
Kersa or the FPhilippines, and - they cannol  bear the
comparison,  They turn to madness and In the bourgsoisie
there are various levels of such a wmadness, from closing
hospitals to repressing the people who warn against ihe
poisoning of the enviromwent, radivcactivity and. nuclsar
preparations, . The svent. in Hungerford Is only one nost
shrident expression of the madness of capitalisa,

A society that ignores the dally genocide thal is being
perpetrated againsi the Falestinians, or Justifiss ihe
regime In South Africa, cannol be but iInsane, Il is a
society that lives in the belief thet might Is right, Those
who have no power are of no isportance,  there is on
average, at least one child murdersd In this couniry svery

week In his oar her own family, sowetimes afler months or
years of ltordure, There are countless cases of child rape
in families, and this is on the Increase, Those who suffer
nost are always those most wvwinerable; the old, the wowen,
the children, [t shows the cowardly nature of a systen that
turns to madness because It would like to make Fascism,

Indeed, the world balance of Fforces, the advance of the
Workers States and of revolutions In the world, prevent
imperialise from making fascism; this is why capitalisw
hates the Workers States and is preparing for nuclear war
against them whilst il prepares for civil war against the
NASSEE, ~ ‘ ‘

In the Workers States, the children are the centre of all
love and activity, If there was one case of child rape or
murder In the USSR, you can be sure that lhe eagle eye of
But - this is the major
reason for the wunbounded fury of capiitalism; it Is faced
with & superior society thal defies If, undeterred by
nuclear weapons, o

The Werkers State is the society that closed the brothels
of Cuba, rehabilitated criminals in Vietnam, showing how to
live without having to colonise and kill;  the Workers
States are the mighty force that prevents imperialism Frow
murdering Nicaragua or the revelubion in Afghanistan,  Even
though Imperialise Finds this insufferable and will launch
the nuclear war against the Workers Slates, it is Impossible
for it te iriumph because It Is a social regime by-passed by
history, that anly leads to destruction and dealh -
including its own - like Ryan,

—_—3



Imperialism and the campaign against Iran.

The present campaign against lsan
orchestrated by Yankee imperialism
with supporting roles for the British
dinesaurs and their French equi-
valants is .the expression of the
inevitable tendency towards the final
encounter hetween imperialism and
the Workers States. |f it was not
fran there would be some other
crisis. Even when Yankee imperi-
alism in any particular instance has
not the immediate intention of
faunching the war, it is geared fo
trying to maintain a constant fever of
bellicosity to sustain authority and
decision over its allies and justify
all manner of arms budget and
preparations,

The lran-lraq war has been con~
tinued in its last phase, particularly
by the ruling cligue in lran, as -a
means of diverting the pressure for
revolutionary change in lran into a
‘patriotism’ against lrags Imperialism
has cynically helped the war by
massive arms deals. The interest of
the Soviet Union is of a different
nature — not to allow one nation to
humiliate the other and to impede the
intrigues of imperialism.

The war can cause problems for
shipping, but it offers a
wonderful opportunity for imperialism
to add to the tension, and particular~
ly after the lrangate disorder in the
ruling class to try to regain lost
authority. »

A massive campaign has been
carried out in the organs of publicity
against lran, with the typical im=~
perialist mentality, The Iranians
are portrayed as insane - in com~-
parison with the ‘civilised’ imperi-
alists,  Thus, when the Saudi
Arabians - well known as puppels
of the Yanks - carried out a blood
bath of the tranians, this was im=

mediately declared the fault of the
lranians, Mass murder is justified
by the ‘democracies’, just as they
say nothing about the massacres in
Mozambique or Angola or Afghanis—

tan, In practice, although  without
the -strength of fascism, this is a
fascist programme, :

Similar campaigns have been
launched against Libya and Syria in
the past, All the time imperialism
feels the continuous growth of the
influence of the Workers States
throughout the region, and is pre-
occupied to contain this,

lin the case of lran, they would
like to force a turn to the right,

The intervention of full-scale
Yankee fleels and the extensive
re~flagging of oil tankers under the
Yankee flag, originating in compe=-
tition with the Soviets who were
asked by the Kuwaitis to re~flags
their vessels, in the conditions of
the war in the Gulf are extreme
provocations, and as such have been
denounced by the Soviels, Imperi=
alism is trying to use the UN Reso-
lution over the cessation of hostili=
ties between lrag and lran, and the
criticisms of lIran, as a pretext for
their intervention.

The Soviets, although realising
that it is the intransigence of the
clique in lran which helps prolong
the war, know full well that the high
moral line being taken by imperialism
is simply to justify a policy of in-
timidation against fran. Imperialism
fears the anti-imperialist force of
fran, which also influences in
Lebanon, It is the previous failures
of Soviet policy in lran that has per-
mitted the revolution there io be
contained by the fundamentalists and

other reactionary sectors, who
nonetheless have to maintain a
vigorous anti~imperialist position.,

The Soviets have offered to help
fran over its oil supplies and imperi=
alist conflict with Iran would quickly
fead to confrontation betwsen the
Soviets and Yankee imperialism.

This dispute over lran has to be
seen in the context of the world=
wide confrontation between imperi=~
alism and the Workers States. In
effect, small wars are being waged
everywhere between the two opposed
social systems, Nicaragua, Chad,
Eritrea and Mozambigue are prime
examples of this situation and, at
the same time, imperialism seeks to
destabilise India through the Sikhs,
and alfso in Sri Lanka, creating
opportunities so they hope for right
wing regimes.

Soviet policy is without doubt
hampered in the Middle East by the
absence of strong Communist par—
ties, and the cliques in Damascus,
Tehran and Baghdad have benefited
from this. On the other hand, these
regimes do not answer to the needs
of the population and the need for
complete social and political trans~
formations,  This is why a more
decisive policy in Afghanisian,
which transcends ‘reconciliation’
and puts the emphasis on the com—

plete social transformation of Af~
ghanistan, would have a powerful

effect in all this area. It is not by ,
chance that reactionary elements in
lsan support the counter~revolution— !
aries in Afghanistan, There is now:

much discussion on all these prob=-
lems in the Soviet Union, and on the
internal conflicts among the Afghan
Communistss  The interests of the
Workers State will prevaile

From page 1,

The works of Michelangelo

proletariat has not yet been
the leadership. However, in
the limited manner in which it
has been able to lead, it has
shown that it is fully capable
of leading. When we make a
comparison between the crea—
tion of the Workers State and
the limitation in creation in
private property, we are not
mocking or depreciating any
artist, painter, sculptor or
poet. We only feel the joy and
satisfaction to see that the
necessary historic function of
ideas has been accomplished..
And that Marxism has been its
main instrument.

The Workers State allows
the development of all human
capacity. If it does not prove
this conclusively yet, it is
because of the bureaucratic
leaderships However, the

Workers State has proved that
It is here to stay. It is a ne—
cessary transitional form.
There is no doubt that new
generations of artists will
arise, We do not know exactly
when as yet, but we do know
that there is no advance in
social organisation that has
not had its artists. The de~
velopment of the inteliigence
of entire populations through
their participation directly in
the leadership of their coun—
tries in production, in

distribution, in science and
technology — represents the
greatest impulse to art ever
known. The Workers States,
even with their bureaucracies,
have done more in this field
than all the previous regimes
put together. It is still too
early to measure all the poten—
tial possibilities.

The development of human
intelligence is intimately
bound up with the economy,
society and social relations.
it is determined by the de—
velopment of society, produc—

tion, the economy and distri— |

Froa page 1,

the anguish of the SDP, The kraditional apparatus of ithe LF
and the majority of the trade unions - bar the miners and a
few others ~ Is mainly concerned to do nothing that will

provide a living pelitical centre for mass interveniion
JThis Is particularly so now because Thatcherosaurus has no
perspective  save clumping around,privatising and reducing
the standard of living of the masses, The longer bhe war Is
postponed | the grimmer the capitalist regine becowes, and
the more irrelevant its policies, In the past capitalisme has

averted the worsi sxpression

of Its natural tendency fo

degenerate by war, Thus war seemed to "rleanse” socisly of

Its

"ilis" As capitalism cannot now organise iiself in

security for war all the sacial crises accumviate and the

conditions for both civil

war and crime aultiply, The

classes are locked in struggle and peripheral layers sink

inte a mire without snd,

The apparatuses of the LP

and the trade unions bemwoan

the loss of sectors of the aristocracy of labour who voted
conservative but their geing Is good riddance, What the left

has to do Is to make

& balance of the last pericd, The

recent statement of Benn on the need for & discussion of
ideas is & response fo the aftermath of the election when

It Is clear that the policies

of trying to take over the

apparatus have no fulure, The left in order to learn fram the

experiences of the Thatcher

years has to realise that

programme and policies for anti capitalist struggle have fo

be waged In the Factorles and

the workers areas, Thatchers

mere-ar less open Invitation to the military to intervene
against & Labour govermment propasing nmuclear disarmament is

& lesson on the siage which

histary has reached, MNere

electoralise even of a radical order I's Insufficient,Britain
cannot be isolated from the world and the fundamental role

of the warkers states, & 8 87,

the historic
significance
of the triumph
of the guerrill
in Nicaragua

J.
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pian,  or  ‘common market’, which
would mitigate the effects of the
Yankee Dblockade of Nicaragua.

State ownership and co bectivisa~

i tion have o be extended, and this is

particulariy itrue of agriculture, In
order to feed the population in a
quite desperate situation, the sandi-
nista has distributed tand to families

: and organised them in co—operatives.

i

bution. Intelligence will bloom :

when it is based on complete

confidence and objectivity in :

thought.
infinite knowledge! Capitalism
presents intelligence as the
particular endowment of one or
other individual. But this is
quite faise because intelli—
gence is social, and if it
appears to be individual today
it is because life is not given
the full possibility and organi—
sation to unfold. But all the

conditions are present for this i

advance.

J. POSADAS 9.10.1972

This is the base for
i state to develop its own centrally

H

The limitation of ‘this policy is that
whilst it does ailow individual fami-
lies to feed themselves, it does not
allow the economy to be centrally
pianned and it tends to stimulate in—
dividual interest in land ownership.
The Soviet Union still suffers from
the problem in agriculture created in
the early days, which prevents a
central planning. In Nicaragua, it is
generally not a problem of expropria~
ting big landowners but of utilising
land which is not cultivated, The
human and material forces released
by the ‘peace plan’ should allow the

planned agriculture.. . The same is
true of industry. World conditions do
not allow private property to develop
industry. This has to be done by the
state, and, if pluralism means that
the small sector of bourgeois indus—
trialists are allowed to limit or in—
fluence this policy, then pluralism
will have to be replaced quickly by
workers’ and popular control.

Ajready the trade unions (CST)
play an important role in developing
the economy and, with the existence
of elements of workers’ control, there
is an understanding in the CST that
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the role of the trade union — even in

a Revolutionary State, and certainly

in a Workers State — is not the same

as in capitalism. in these conditions
they have to support the process of
planning the. economy rather than

simply seeking better wages for
‘theit’ workers. Indeed, - workers
already give days of work without
wages for the benefit of the overall

economy, and many workers in the
CST questioned recently about
whether a recent wage increase -~
given to counteract the effects of
inflation ~ should not have been
dedicated to the benefit of the natio—
nal economy. The CST is the most

direct representative of the small
Nicaraguan proletariat and is dedi—
cated to the construction of Socialism.
As such, it is a potent force in the
advance of Nicaragua to the Workers
State.

Whilst there is a nationalist and
pluralist tendency within the FSLN,
as a leadership it is dedicated to the
advance to Socialism. iIndeed, it has
already organised permanent schools
to train cadres ‘to construct the
Party for Socialism’. The conscious—
ness of the need for a Marxist Party
is a very high level of consciousness
indeed. The leadership of the FSLN
is very aware of the problems of
bureaucracy, and the circumstances
of the early days of the Soviet Union,
the rise of Stalinism, and the role of
Trotsky, are a matter of close study.
There is clear evidence that the
FSLN are actively seeking the ideas
of Trotsky and their development in
this stage of history by Posadas.




Editorial

THE LABOUR LEFT MUST
INTERVENE DIRECTLY TO
THE POPULATION ON THE

PROGRAMME OF
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS

The continued imperiaiist intervention in the gulf is aimed at
intimidating the anti-imperialist forces in Iran and also to test the
reaction of the Soviet Union, But this type of tactic has already
shown its limitations in the Libyan and Lebanese experience. There
the Yanks bombed Libya and there was no reaction from the Soviets,

by which the Soviet leadership can make any historic concessions
to imperialism, - Thus, the latter is doomed torepeat its policies
without being able to achieve the objectives of imtimidating the
Workers States or blocking the world revolutionary process, Wein-
berger personally directs the Yankee campaign in the Gulf but has

achieved nothing new. The element that is limiting the response-to

Even so, the Yanks cannot get anywhere because there is no means

the part of the Soviet leadership,

The Iranian missile which hit
the Yankee prptecte'd Vvessel
symbolises the ~ contempt of the
world masses for imperialism,

When  Gorbachev
speaks of an immense reconstruc~-
tion in the Soviet Union, and that
a form of peaceful revolution is
taking place, this is partially true,
Clearly the structure of the Wor~
kers State and the pressure of the
Soviet people dictate fundamental
changes, but it is one thing to
liquidate Stalinist functionaries
it is another to develop Socialist
democracy to its most elevated
level, Gorbaehev speaks of price
arising from these “%economic re-
forms’, but why should the Soviet
masses pay for price increases
when there are privileged layers
who benefit from such rises? Was
there 2 consultation with the
g masses about this?  No, there
‘was not. Nor was thereé a dis-
cussion about Sakharov., - We
support all the effortsto junk the
§ Stalinist functionaries,” but the
§orime issue facing the Workers
States is not the augmentation of
privilege, but their reduction,

The strength of the Workers States
is based on centralised planning,
with a decentralised application
Jon a collective basis, not the
separation of factory wunits in
competition, The appearance of
fthese economic ‘reforms’ limits
the international function of the
Soviet Union. There will certain-
ly be crises, but they will not be
of the Workers Svate; they will be
crises of leadership. The com~
parison with the NEP in the early
stages of the Soviet Union is a
retrograde discussion. Even so,
the factor which will determine
the future coutse of the Workers
States will not be backward steps
‘but the discussion which has
been opened on the origins of
Stalinism. ~ Of. its nature, the
Workers States have to be Trot-
skyist, have top be Posadist,

Yankee aggression'is the lack of a global revolutionary policy on |

THE CAPITALIST WAR AGAINST
THE POPULATION,

in.Britain, the whole tenor of
the policy of capitalism is the
open-affirmation of the civil war
against the population. The cam~
paign to implement privatisation,
the pretence that education is
going ‘to be transformed by
patents’ ‘choice’, the steady de=
terioration of the hospital service
are stages in the class war which

are changing the social and poli=

tical scene in Britain, and pre~
paring the way for the down
~fall of the conceptions of ‘the
trade union bureaucracy and the
Labour Party apparatus, “~The
strength of British imperialism,
the respect for the capitalist sys=
tem, lay in the sense of con=
sensus -that. the monarchy and
parliament would symbolise a
union of the country, ‘nation’

~above ‘class’s All this is being

systematically destroyed and the
incapacity ~of imperialism and
capitalism to make reforms, to
better the life of the population,
is ever clearer. Such a period is
not one for the pessimistic moan—
ing of the trade union functionar—
ies and the Labour Party appara~
tus, who are responsible for the
passivity in front of capitalism
which has allowed the latter to
impose its decisions, Any dis~
cussion which: ignores the utter
bankruptcy of the social demo~
cratic and parliamentary concep~
tions of social progress will not
get very far, After all, the con-
ciliators  with capitalism have
had a very long innings and have
been great organisers of defeats,

They have been in government on
many occasions, but the result of
all the great effort of consensus,
‘realism’, controlling the left,
‘acting responsibly’, and obsess—
ion with elections and ‘not frigh~
tening people’ is now Thatcher
with privatisation and nuclear
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arms. So much for the ‘British

~road’ ‘moderation” etc. The only.

Utopian perspective for the appa=
ratus is that possibly in two .

‘miltlton years there might be the

timid suggestion that Socialism
¢ould be talked about,  But not
for two million years, becavse
the electorate might be frightened.
by such criminal audacity. Even
so, the Labour Party still have a
programme of nuclear disarmament
with strong left support for this,
and that'is a major plankagainst’

‘the capitalist system.

The Labouyr Party Conference
was not a source of ideas because
the left lacks homogeneity and
partly shares the pessimism and
disorientation of the conservative
layers in the apparatus and inthe
unions, This is despite the fact
that the forces of the left gained
much in the electiofs, and there
is an objective basis in the popu~
lation to conduct debate about the
need for a Workers State in Bri~
tain, The line of the leadership
to discuss all aspects of Labour.
Party policy and programme is,
in reality, the apparatus turning
in.on itself and not organising
resistance to the policies of the
government, As the Labour Party

-is an electoral machine which

offers time and money for political

careerists, there is no conception
in it of organising systematic
mass campaigns against capita=
list policies, ‘

Imperialism is preoccupied
with uniting its forces to confront
the Soviet Union. They would
like to take advantage of the
crisis of the bureaucracy in the
Workers States, but cannot, More=
over, in reality, despite every
effort to harmonise the economies
of capitalism, its whole world
structure is very precarious, The
dollar has to be -sustained by
wholesale buying of dollars or
else interest rates rise in the
United States, causing further
imbalance in the world economy.

The economic boom in Britain,
about which capitalism speaks,
has no great depth ~ unemploy~
ment is in reality whatever the

contortions of the government
well over three million, and that
comes from capitalist sources,
Part-time, ill-paid employment
is on the ‘increase, Yes, part of
the economy does well for some -
the rich and wealthy sectors of
the petit bourgeoisie ~ but that
is all. -

it is the lack of perspective: -of
the Labour left which gives rise
to .scepticism - The
Thatcher presidential style is
mere facade, Socially, the sys-
tem is feeble and gives no per—
spective, It is the incapacity. of
the workers® leaderships which
gives capitalism a certain margin
for manoeuvre, If the Labour left
cannot look-at the world process
and the progressive role of the
Sovief Union, naturally it has no
orientation, 1t is true that much
depends on a clarification and
elevation in the Soviet leadership.

There has to be much more em-
phasis there on the intervention
of the Workers States to help the
world revolutionary process, to
intervene much more - for ex~
ample, towards Mozambigue and
Afghanistan ~ less on spreading
itiusions on negotiations with
capitalism, and a more profound
effort to reduce social differenti-
ation in the Workers States. But,

even without this immediately
occurring, it is necessary that the
Labour left reconsiders the whole
history of solely electoral politics
and why this limits the discussion
of ideas and the direct inter~
vention of the population,
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THE LIVING THOUGHT OF TROTSKY.

J. Posadas. 11.1.79.

. perestroika’.

ship.

The process in the Soviet Union is only partially defined by ‘glasnost’ or

But when discussion breaks out about Trotsky and different
tevels are discernable in this discussion and sectors seek to contain and dis—~

fort it, it is because the process in the Soviet Union far outstrips the leader—

V.l. Lenin: constructor of the Party and

organiser of the 1917 Revolution.

The living thought of Trotsky is the theoretical elaboration which
teaches how .o interpret the process of historys The essential
" pases of these analyses of the Soviet Union until his assassination
in 1940 are no longer valid today. The historic moment, the relation
of class forces and of world forces between the Worke rs States
(Socialist countries) and capitalism are different from the epoch of
Trotsky but the essential instrument — that is, the Marxist analysis
and dialectical materialism to interpret the course of history —
continues to be valids

The analysis of Trotsky answers to the necessity of preparing
the world proletarian vanguard, the intellectuals, the scientists,
the leaders of the Communist and Socialist parties and the trade
unions, to offer to them the instruments to understand the elements
‘which intervene in the process of history, the class struggle s the
internal struggie of the bourgeoisie, ‘and the relation of the Soviet
“Union ~ the only Workers State then existing — with the rest of the
capitalist world, a ‘ : ‘

‘The analysis then undertaken by Trotsky has been changed today
precisely ‘because the relation of forces has changed, but the elem
ments and the class bases are those present in his time, established
in-a different relation as regards the balance of forces, the specific
weight of each capitalist country or of the system as a whole, Above
all, this is through theweight acquired by the socialist countries and
by the Revolutionary States, which together constitute half of the
world population, not .so much on the economic and ¢ ulturalplane
as on the social, since they represent the progress and the continy—
ous ascent of history towards the liberation from any form of
oppression.

Trotsky wrote with this per—
spective. He did not intend -to
elaborate a text which might be
valid as an immutable timeless
programme, but an immediate
proposition which answered to the.
necessity of history in the phase
of the transition of the construc—
tion of the Workers State in the
encounter with the capitalist
countries through the war which
was unleashed by capitalism,

through the nazjs and the ‘demo—
Z

cratic’ states to perpetuate the
system itselfe  This war had the
objective of resolving the internal
differences and divergences of
the capitalist system; but it also
was ‘an attempt-to annul and to
crush the Soviet Workers State,
The fact that capitalism was not
capable of coming to an agree—
ment “fo ¢rush the Soviet Union
and resolve. its ‘internal contra—
dictions and divergences shows
that these are insoluble, since

they relate 1o - its nafure - and
these, however much .its economic

power,  also Increases.

The present conditions are not

those . of the epoch of Trotsky,

but the class struggle is the same
and has grown to become the
final “encounter. Before, there
existed a single Workers State
confonting the capilalist system,
which even then was incapable. of
destroying its  Today, on the
other hand, a series of Workers
States are opposed to .it, and
around them is gathered the con—

stant progress of the countries of |

the ‘third world’, of Africa, of
Asia and of Latin America: capi=.
talist countries which set out from .
the acquisition of a_relation of
forces more favourable to the
elimination of capitalism, besides
preparing for the war which s
threatening. Such an aspect was
not-then present, whilc today it is.

From this arises the fact that,
while the -class principles  are
historic and maintain their vali—
dity, the relation of forces are
changed, and with these the pro—
gramme and the tactic; the pro—
gramme to develop is changed
organically, althbugh -the objec—
tive remains of overthrowing the

capitalist regime. As a result
one of the programmatic points
proposed by Trotsky has changed,
that is to say, the political
revolutione

Today, the political revolution
does. -not proceed in the way
- Trotsky proposed at the moment
when the Soviet Union was. iso=—
lated and on the point of succum-~
bing to Stalin; but .in developing
and extending the USSR and the
Workers States. The Soviet Unjon
supports with force. the progress
of the countries. of the .whole
world, certainly -in. an unequal
way but it-is in this way that the
-political .revolution is ‘realised,

Such a form- does not negate,
but on the contrary favours the.
struggle for democratic principles
against. the  bureaucracy, and
Adinks it to the necessity of the
Workers - States -contlicting with
capitalism; that is, a struggle
between the two sysiems. It is an
economic, political, juridical and

intellectual struggle, joined to
the war which imperialism is -in—
cessantly preparing against the
Workers States. This is another
aspect which did not exjist in the
epoch. of Troisky.

The bureaucracy continues to
be an apparatus, but Stalinism no
longer exjsts. it has been con—
quered by the progress of the
struggle of the masses of the
world. It is stili active, but is
progressively losing its force and
capacity of control. Henceforth,

L. Trotsky: Organiser with L.enin of the

October Revolution and the theoretical work of Marxism.

it is not a question.so much of push forward — would be-a great
conducting a particular struggle example for the masses of the
against this, as of opening a ynjited States.

direct struggle not only against
the capitalist system but also to
strengthen the weight and the
participation of the masses, dem-—

it is necessary to see that the
Soviet Union and the Workers
States turn to the masses-of the
United States, of Japan and capi—
talist-Germany, in such a way that
these can take account of the
culturai lite and of the develop~
ment of the cultural relations of
the Soviet masses, who particigate

and lead, express ideas and or—

ocratising - the political: revoly—
tionary lite in the Workers States
so that distribution may be more
equable in them, with the system
‘from’ each - according to his
ability, to each according to his

s .
Z;aeds v :s it has been alreadz ganise meetingss The Workers
R scusse bfn not yet approve State would acy uire thus a great
in - the Soviet Unions Today,

authority. over the masses of the
capitalist countries, creating the
conditions for the:intervention in
the United States of the anti-
capitalist masses.

the problem of the political revo~
lution -must be posed in another
way. 1t is not-a question anymore
so much. of the political revolu—
tion but of the development of
democratic Soviet conditions, of
the increase In the-participation
of the trade unions,of the workers’
centres, and of the population in
the political; cultural and scien—
titic life of the countrye. In all
the Workers States they must have

Trotsky wrote to maintain alive
the. sense, the .ideas that the
Workers State iz a necessity of
history. He interpreted the errors
of the Workers State and of the
suicidal policy of Stalin, not as
a result of Stalin’s nature but of
his political leadership. He im—

meetings * in.‘the trade union N

N parted thus a teaching and edu—
centres, the factories, on the cated th oletarian vanguard
world situation, on the anti- ate e pr vang

in the Communist parties and the
trade unions, and in the intellec~
tual vanguard, to make a distinc~—
tion between the Workers Staie
and -its leadership.

capitalist struggle, on the support
to the process of the world revo-
lytion, and to the struggle of the
masses in Asia, Africa and Latin
America; on the necessity besides
for ‘a greater cultural and scien—
titic participation of the masses
in the ‘elaboration of the pro-
gramme and policy,” and on the
need to equalise the wages with
the principle ‘to each according
to his needs’; the application of
which — developing an economic

Trotsky: indicated as a perma-
nent element; a necessary element
in history, the: structure of the
Workers State as:a factor of deve~
lopment; showing that the centra—
lised planning of the economy

Continued on page 4
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ON THE 70w ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION,

THE CPSU AND THE SOVIET PROLETARIAT MUST INTERVENE
 WITH ALL THEIR STRENGTH TO DEVELOP COMMUNIST
DEMOCRACY IN THE WORKERS STATES.

On this seventieth anniversary of the October Revolution more
and more the Soviet Union is the centre of aftention of the world
masses who find in it their point of concentration in the class
struggle against what remains of imperialism and capitalism.
spite of all the diplomatic manoeuvres and talks etc., humanity con-
stantly lives in the margins of the final encounter between the
forces of human progress and the dregs of imperialism.  No sooner
have the diplomats announced an agreement over medium range
missiles — covering only three per cent of the said missiles - than
the Pentagon announces they are making great strides with SDI.
What the negotiations have established is that imperialism is
socially senile, has no strength, and has to act ascording to the
initiatives of the Workers State.

The centralised planning, monopoly of foreign trade and the ex~
propriation of private property is the central appeal of the Workers
States to humanity, and nothing can desiroy this e xperiesce -
including nuclear war. The October Revolution set the historic
example for the future of mankind. It announced the death-knell of
private property. All the fascists, the pompous conservativr scholars
who for years projected the end of Communism are all being swept
into the bin of history, where they join the slave-owners, fand the

beaters of . serfs.

cracy. Hence the release of
Sakharev. Thus, the policy of the

it is clear that a process of
profound transformation is coming

in

in the Workers States, primarily
in the Soviet Union. The latler is
the centre. H.is a complex pro~
cess and, in making a balance of
perestroiks, it is essential to see
both its progressive and also pro-
foundly limiting features. Cde
Posadas defined the process
occtirring in the Seviet Union as
one of partial regeneration, and
we do not blindly follow the Sevi~
et leadership in all its steps.

Certainly, the most decisive
important and progressive feature
is the continuous war against the
istalinist functionaries, the im-
mense caste of pests and para~
sites who susiained Stalin and
made a usufruct of the Workers
State for their own ends. They
are 1iolally wuseless, block the
masses, and hold positions as a
source of profit and privilege for
themselves. They are a large
body with influence in the Pariy,
the trade unions, and hence the
vasiness of the purge which had
already begun extensively under
Breznev. It means also inevitably
a clash with backward nationalist
forces, the liguidation of these
cligues and their separatist inter~
esis.

We are witnessing the process
of the downfall of the bureaucracy
in the Soviet Unifon and a process
of partial political revolution.
The Soviet leadership does not
dominate this process, but it is
obliged to continue on the line of
liquidation of the Stalinist func~
tionaries. At the same time, this
leadership is uncertain of the path

ahead and, because of the break—

down ‘in the functioning of the
bureaucracy, one -of the first
things Gorbachev did was to seek
an alliance with the technocrats,
the factory directors, as a means

new team is marked By dualism.

This came about partly through
the conservatism and fear of the
Party bureaucracy of the direct
intervention of the proletariat, a
fear of their Communist spirit; and
partly not knowing what on earth
to do because of their previous
theoretical upbringing. Gorbachev
acknowledges the problem when
he says: ‘We have no political
culture.” The lack of a political
life for years in the CPSU means
that tactics and strategy. arise
from . groups, . and this still
bears little direct relation to
discussion with the masses. The
attempt of Gorbaehbv to associate
with the masses is a search for
another policy. To counteract
the interests of the fechnocrars
and .the factory directors, the
Soviet leadership has spoken of
the need to involve the population
and fo change the character of
Party work, i.e. the Parly must
not be too involved with economic
activity so as to maintain its
independence. At the same time,
the social needs of the population
are stressed, and the strengthen~
ing of the Soviets as a vehicle of
mass intervention is advocated.
It is in these areas, as opposed
to the economic reforms, that the
positive features of perestroika
can reveal themselves,

" reforms?

It is quite correct to want
accurate accounting in monetary~
commodity relations, as Trotsky
originally arguedin ‘The Revolu~
tion Betrayed’, but the centralised
workers’ economy intervenes on
the law of value for the common
interest. Competition between
factories is not a logical corollary
of correct accounting. The latter

means the Workers State is not to
be swindled by Stalinist parasites.

of facilitating the purge of the Byt competition between factories
Stalinist dross in the lower and i the face of an'uncontrolledcon~ of the bureaucracy, because the
middle ranks of the Soviet bureau~ Sumer market is alien to the Wor~ Soviet proletariat and the struc-

the Workers State.

‘the article on Sakharov.

kers State. Decentralisation,
i.e, initiatives fo the masses to
apply the decisions of the centre
is genuine Socialism. Pulting one
factory against another warps the
economy and leads tfo greater
differentiation among the popula=
tion. Some have argued in the
Soviet Union: ‘Well, we are short
of labour*; So factory closures
will merely mean redistribuling
the labour force.” But, as usual,
the ‘successful’ factories will
receive higher remuneration, and
the ‘failures’ will earn far less.
These arguments do not corres—
pond to Communist principles -
on- the contrary, as Posadas
~argues in the article on Ponomar=
iev, it is necessary to reduce
differentiation in  the  Workers
State. :

The allience with the factory
and technical sectors is really an
admission in practice of the end
of the bureaucracy, because the
admission of principlies of.factory
autonomy, seilf-financing and
profitability -have nothing to do
with the collective functioning of
Breznev was
obliged fo speak of ‘each accor=
ding to his needs’, and more or
less say ‘but not yet’. The new
tearg has placed all the emphasis
on Tewarding merit”with greater
salaries. Thus, they open up an
ever greater differentiation in the
Workers State than exists already.
In practice, there is a wealthy
layer in Soviet society who wish
to create a market in their own
image, where they decide the
goods to be produced to satlisfy
their own needs and not the ob-
jective needs of the Workers State
and the needs of the world revo~
lution. In reality, it is a pipe
dream because the Soviet prole-
tariat will not wear it, and al -
ready there are reporrs of strikes.
Moreover, the Party will be ob~
liged to support the workers.
thus they have sought to extend
the power of the unions in the
factories and enforced greater
control in the factories, but
‘autonomous’ factories develop
interests of the aristocracy of
labour. Have there, in reality,
been any discussions over the
‘economic reforms’? Were there
mass meetings to affirm these

No. ‘
As the saying goes - it's all
right for some, those with the
cash who can blow money on cars

and fashions, dachas and expen—
larly in agricylture, the freeing of

sive restaurant meals eic. Cde
Posadas analysed this layer in
They
have developed their own privaie
tastes, a separate technical caste
who try to stand above the Wor~
kers State.  When the. Soviet
leadership concedes to this layer
it is a sign of the disintegration

‘work, and the. Parly apparatus
knows it will not work.

sing the forces of the masses

ture of the Workers State will throughout the world. The crisis
expel any such sectors. in the internal functioning of the
bureaucracy has meant, in part,
The Soviet leadership knows a turning away from the need to
there will be trouble, and hence impel the world revolution by all
Gorbachev insists on the fact that possible means. Even so, the
the Workers State relains all its balance of forces between im-
Socialist objectives and Ligachev perialism and the Workers States
also repeats that there will be no does not allow concessions to
market economy. They say this imperialism.
because in reality there are sec~
tors who would like to terminate At the same time, the process
‘with Socialism. Indeed, some of of partial regeneration passes be~
the articles that have appeared in yond the control of the Party lea~
the Soviet journals are a disgrace, dership. The Soviet proletariat
people saying, ‘Well now the wor~ prepares to re~enter the historic
kers can decide in the facfories, slage, and the .discussion over
so if that factory fails then itis Stalin affects the Soviet intellec~
their responsibility.” These are tuals and workers.. The dis~
bourgeois arguments of -a- layer cussion over Stalin is complex
that would like to be a bourge~ because there are sectors of the
pisie,  but cannot, Sakharov variety who use the
crimes of Stalin to attack the
centralised - functioning of  the
Workers State. Ir is these from
whom Ligachev defends himself,
but there are other sectors who
seek fo unravel the history of the
Workers State, who ‘seek out
Trotsky even if this is still ina
limited form. Thus we have the
statements of Butenko who chara-
cterises the stratum of Stalin in

imperiaism is now so fatty, | '0iSKy's terms: ‘Stalin was the
senile and divided that it can [SPresentative for the newbom,
scarcely have the strength to don burgau.cranc power ‘appara.tus ?f
its trousers, and when it does it Socialism which Lenin, d“.""g his
falls back in 2 state of instant I”t years, saw developing and
exhaustion. o warned about. It was this bureau~

Part of this cracy that came to power at the
policy corresponds to the wishes end of the 1920s and eliminated
of the ‘Sakharov layer’. There all opposition. It is this same
have even been articles actually bureaucracy that represents the
saying that the war necessitates biggest hindrance to perestroikan’,

With all the growing crisis of
the bureaucracy, the Soviet lea~
dership has ftried to exiend the
policy of peaceful co~existence;
in this case, in part retreating on
previous gains. - Thus, ‘3 great
play has been made with dynamic
diplomacy to keep capitalism
busy; we are not against diploma~
tic. manoeuvres but not as a means
to avoid revolutionary policy.

‘a ‘supra class’ policy. War stems

from the class war, and however
horrific nuclear war may be. itis
a logical outcome of imperialism.
The most obvious refreat of the
Soviets has been over Afghanistan
~ instead of developing Afghani~
stan  unequivocally towards 3
Workers State, there have been
attempts at a policy of concilia~
tion with capitalist interesis in
spite of the clear fact that im—
perialism  is .endeavouring fo
smash Afghanistan, as they are
doing in Mozambigue and Angola,
etc. This inevitably foliows from
the breakdown of the united front
of the bureaucracy, and the desire
of the failing ‘bureaucracy to
‘maintain its life. ‘

The Red Army feels the objec~
tive force of the Workers State and
has-sought fo impel more vigorous
polices, hence the dispute over
policies, hence the dispuie over
Ogarkov. - The incident of the
German pilot who landed in Red
Square indicated forms of
crisis in the Red Army where
sectors do not respond to the
exigencies of the process. The
attack on privileges in the Red
Army goes hand in hand with the
way in which the most dynamic
sectors-in the army have brought
out the disastrous role of Stalin,

To turn the Workers State to~ €VeR with a call for the down-

wards independent factory func— 8rading of Stalin as unfit to be
tioning and profitability is an buried next to Bolshevik revolu-

enormous backward-~step. Simi- tionaries. This objectively means
a process which will inexorably
lead towards the origins of the
Red Army and ‘its founder Leon
Trotsky.

family contracts again gives full
play to. private -as opposed ‘{0
collective interests. 1t will not

The strikes of the Soviet pro~
letariat will apgment against any
higher prices, losses of jobs etc.
These will impel the Workers

Continued on page 4

Hence
it keeps speaking of Socialism,
Socialism’.

This means a delay in organi-
-3,
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leadership to respond to and
terminate with the activities of
the technocratic and privileged
termites who seek to divert the
resources of the Workers State for
their own benefit. It is necessary
and possible to advance ‘from
each according to his ability, to
each according fo his needs.
Imperialism has sought to draw
profit from the new situation in
the Soviet Union. Even so, when
Thatcher has to speak apprecia=
tively of Gorbachev’s efforts to
change (referring doubtless to the
‘new’ econhomic policies) her
conclusions = are  pessimistic.
1917 will indeed resist all chan—
ges to the structure of the Workers
State and hurl imperialism into
oblivion.

The crisis in the
smaller Workers States is pro-
found. In Yugoslavia financial
corruption and- the immense
foreign debt point to the invidious
results  of ‘self~-management’.
Hungary is in profound disorder,
and recently broke a contract with
the Soviet Union. Their crisis
and that in China, will not be
solved by ‘profitability’ and
‘factory autonomy’ but only by the
political elevation of the Soviet
leadership and the conectmsed
economy.

Thus ob;ectwely the -top layer o

by balancing getween incompat~
ibles ~ the factory managers, on
the one hand, and the masses on
the other. To the former handouts
‘for work done’f!), and to the
other social benefits, but this
reflects only the incoherence: of
the bureaucracy. ‘

'represents this  new
To rehabilitate Trotsky

Posadas
stage,

in depth means to recognise the

validity of the role of Posadas,
which is  Trotskyism

On this magnificent anniver-
sary of the October Revelution
we salute all the sectors in the

Perestroika is thus ambiguousSoviet Union and the Red Army

~ a purging of Stalinists, much
tatk of ‘democracy but accompa~
nied by ‘competition’ and price
rises for the masses. Gorbachev
speaks of a ‘peaceful revolution’:

the political revolution can cer—-
tainly be peaceful, but not at the
expense of the

The process of partial regen~

who are attempting to advance the
interests of the Workers States.
We salute especially the Soviet
proletariat, the most powerful in
the world which liquidated nazism,
and endured Stalinism, and will
more and more be a driving force]

population. to destroy the internal obstacles

to progress in the USSR and impel
the whole world to terminate with
the imbecility of imperialism and
capitalism.

There has to be a complete

‘eration ‘is profound in the Soviet discussion with the population in

Union and goes beyond the pre~ the Soviet Union on the need to

sent leadership. ' T
on- Trotsky is immensely impor-
tant, ‘but the discussion cannot

“The discussion develop the Workers State politi-

cally and economically, to deve-
lop Communist cadres who see

stay with Trotsky. The contribu~ the Workers State not iscolated in

tion of Trotsky, dear Lev Davido-

vich, to history is immense and, world

today. |

From page 2

aliowed progress, and this in turn
the  flowering - of
sclence and of art, and as a ree

Sult a c‘omi\nuo,us and progressive

Improvement in human reiations.

Trotsky wrote to  stimulate
humanity to-have faith in Socia—
lish as "a necessity of history,

'not only ‘ol the working class, but

the latter through its function in
the economy and in society is the
most vivid expression,of this
necesslty

.+ He wrote so that the vanguard
would not allow itself to be beaw—
ten, nor believe that the Commu~
nist parties, the trade unions, the
Socialists and the Workers State
were impotent, but understand
that the bureaucracy of the Soviet
Union was not formed because of
the fatal errors of Bolshevism,
of the Bolshevik Party, ot the
Communist Party or of the Workers.
State, but of the world relation of
forces which allowed the appear—
ance and deveIOpment of Stalinism
— that once the historical con=
dmons which had led to the re—
treat of the world revolution had

culture, of

the development of the world
Communist movement, as is hap—
pening now,

Trotsky wrote to tavour the
optimism and ‘the confidence in
the method of scientific analysis.
That is, he demonstrated that the
Workers State is a necessity of
history and that the passage of
capitalism to Socialism comes
through the intermediate phase of
the Workers State, This has the
task of facilitating the construc—
tion of Socialism, with all the
errors and deficiencies which that
includes, accentuated besides by
the class conflict with capitalism
which has not allowed the crea—
tion of a leadership -without
problems, without difficulties or
errors.  Trotsky wrote to help to
organise the proletarian vanguard
and, in particuylar, so that the
world Communist movement might
understand that Communism was
not represented by Stalin, a mere
caricature and expression of a
bureaucratic layer born and grown
in the conditions of the retreat of
the revolut:on of that per:od of
hlstorya

itself but as an instrument of the
advanee to Socialism.

as time advances, his shadow There have to be mass assemblies

extends over contemporary history.
Al his writings on politics and
culture remain immensely valuable
- the precision of Marxist method

{ excels in his fexts. At
the bureaucracy seeks to survive the same nme, history moves on.

the historic
significance
of the triumph
of the guerrilla
in Nicaragua
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been overcome, then .the kco__ndl—- )
tions would again be created tor PART 1,

on -all the major political and
economic issues anda discussion
on the reduclion of privileges,

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

on the basis of ‘from each accor—
ding to his ability, to each

according to his needs.’ ;
ARGENTINA, ‘The Alfonsin

government suffered a major re—
verse in the September elections.
The Peronists” won more votes
than the Radical Civil Union in
tifteen of the twentyseven pro=-
vinces, The Radicals also lost
their ahsolute majority in the
‘L ower ‘chamber;, although it has
! retained 'more “seats than the
‘Peronist and other parties. This
was not the time of the elections
in the Senate, so the Radicals
retain their majority there. These
elections show the polarisation of

BCN 6220

Nicaragua has brought forward great possibilities for -

Latin America,
years without - trade  unions,:

Nicaragua, 2 small country emerging from 42
without ' parties, without a

political or culiural life, manages to triumph thanks to the‘r
supported 'the

Sandinistas, The population rose and
Sandinistas and not Somoza, Had the population not supported
the guerrillas, they could not have won and Somoza would have
stayed, The population united, formed part of the guerrillas
and this is the way the guerrillas won, The population was
not intimidated by repeated deaths and assassinations, In
this, it shows that it lived the reality of the world

process; world process meaning more than Cuba and all the

Sandinista propaganda, which however good, tould not possibly
have reached everyone, It is in & thousand ways that the
masses vrealised that they could win; through the radio,
conversations, newspapers, etc.- and this lead them to
believe in the Sandinistas, When they saw that the
Sandinistas had the courage to overthrow Somoza, the masses
understood that this wasn't just a movement of armed men, but
an armed political movement ready for social transformation,
A process is opening up in Lalin America which is going to
influence Boliva, Peru, Brasil, Argeniina, Ecuador, MNexico,
~and also Venezuela and Colombia, It is going to influence
socially and very deeply, and give a guide on how to resolve
the preblems of Latin America,
political and economic: what programme, what policy, what
organisation to develop Nicaragua, This is the next stage
and yankee imperialism is going o support capitalistis in the
Sandinistas - sectors whom it opposed before - to try to use
them against further progress and contain it,
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urbationsy
“the pusillanimous conduct of the

The discussion now is social,

time, the. programme of Alfonsin

forces, and the Peronists gained
heavily in~ the industrial con—
This is the result of
which,

Alfonsin  government

* despite the heroic intervention of

the population in the Campo de
Mayo ‘military ‘school, “has cofi—
ceded to -the ‘military ‘and aban~
doned the investigation of military
terrorisms ‘

Yankee imperialism has been
obliged. to put up with phenomenon
like Alfonsin, Aquino etc. but
these governments seek to pursue
bourgeois reforms that do not co—
incide with the interests of im=

perialism, The bourgeocisie are
_thus caught in a vice. If they
resolutely confront. imperialism.

they face dependency on the
massess. [If they seek to comp~
romise they will lose electoral
support, Hence the continued
threat of sectors of the army
linked to imperialism to intervene.

has placed ~the burden of the
economy on the masses, ‘and
wages have fallen by twenty per
cent.

The Posadists have intervened
in the elections with the pro~—
gramme of SOCial transformations
and the repudiation of the debts
to imperialisms,

TIBET: ~The proVocai‘ibns in
TTBet, organised by the backward

‘remnants of the Tibetan monks in

coliusion with agents of zmpen-»
2lism, are parf of the attempts to
take advantage of - Ifmitations in
the 'leadership of ‘the Workers‘
States. Imperialism seeks to- take
advantage of the confusion caused
by  the counter—revolutionary
leadership in China, which has
not integrated Tibet sufficiently
in the Workers 8tate and. has
damaged the centralised functlo-—

nmg of the Workers State,

Basically, there is no support ;
for the Tibetan counter—revolu~
tionaries, but the failure to trans—
form Tibet is shown in the high
rate of illiteracy and the limited
social and economic development,
The government continued to give
concessions to wealthier peasants
with extension of land leases and
the ending of taxes. Following
the abandonment of the Communes,
and the turn to the right in China
the problems of Tibet continue,
but Tibet has no tuture outside
integration with the Chinese Wore
kers State, All its previous his—

~tory is one of backwardness and

The: economy. of Argéntina is

. being slowly strangled by ‘the
- mounting debt,

which  extracts
constant interest payments at the
expense . of the masses and of
capitalism itself,. . At the same

superstitions

Imperialism had no-

interest in. developing . it, and

“calls for autonomy ‘etc. are the

hypocracy of those who kept Tibet:
in backwardness for centuries.
Even so, the provocations of
imperialism are very feeble.




Editorial

: Thﬁej*‘Lab;Our !:Jeft”Wi" gain |
from the polarisation of
the class struggle.

— OUT OF NATO.

__ FOR THE PLANNED ECONOMY
'UNDER WORKERS CONTROL.

‘ Sowet diplomacy has forced imperialism into an agreement. over mter-»
mediate ballistic missiles and a visit by Gorbachev to the United States
has been arranged. All this arises from the balance of world forces, which
has wrecked the great pretentions of the Reagan—Thatcher alliance to

some sectors of the Soviet bureaucracy believe it is possible to develop
‘peaceful co—~existence’ ad infinitum, but a collision between the Workers

Workers States because mpenahsm is enfeebled by the hour,

Imperialism will sign all manner of agreements and continue with its war
preparations, albeit weakened diplomatically, politically, economically and
socially. Gorbachev's statement in which he affirmed support for Cuba and
‘Nicaragua shows ~ and despite compromises over Afghanistan ~ that there
is no basis for a new Yalta. At the same time, at the recent conference of
Organisation of African States in Arusha the Soviet Union gave new aid to
the front line states in their struggle against South Africa, thus affirming
Soviet aid to the extension objectively of the world Socialist revolution.
In the Workers States themselves the intervention of the proletariats in

‘economic’ reforms, show that the masses ~ even without the best means to
intervene ~ make their weight felt against the incapacity of the bureaucracy,
wherever it is. The proletariat and the tradition of Bolshevism of the USSR
guarantees against the results of bureaucratic ineptitude. The fall of
Yelstin is part of the -crisis of the bureaucracy, notfthe Work ers State.

% Irrespective of the high diplomacy with this, to confront_the greater
‘of the leaderships of the Soviet Union enemy - the Soviet Union. The
‘and Yankee imperialism, the world downturn in the economy is basically
-revolution continues with blows at the the result of the gigantic arms, budget
backward regimes in Bangla Desh, which leads to a condition of limiting
and with the process of democratisa~ the consumer market. On the other
tion in South Korea. With all its hand, there is the vicious inter—
-feroc;ous fascist brutality, the Botha capitalist competition on a world
reg:me was obliged to release an market which they cannot expand to
ANC leader and faces the rebellion meet the increase in productivity and
‘of even white students in South technological innovation. Whele
‘Africa. Imperialism has to prepare continents offer no major base for a

develop a policy of strength to intimidate the Soviet Union. Without doubt, |
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States and world capitalism is inevitable — the advantage lies with the

Romania and Yugoslavia, and the rejection by the Polish masses of the -

its gangster plans in clandestinity.
Thatcher has -to face isolation even
in the Commonwealth over South
Africa, That is the measure of the

Its atomic weaponis do not intimidate
the masses of the world. What is
lacking is a world leadership capable
of using all this rich situation, 2 new
Communist International to plan the
overthrow of the whole crumbling
edifice of imperialism and ‘save
humanity from prolonged and un—
necessary oppression.

At the same time, and inevitably,
there is the stock market crash -
a result of the lack of confidence in
the future of the world capitalist
economy. Imperialism is pre~
occupied to maintain some relative
stability in the world economy so as
te limit inter~capitalist dispute in
front of the Workers States; but this
is difficult when Yankee imperialism
has tried to drown the rest with high
interest rates to finance its deficits,

imperialist powers have to put up

extreme weakness of imperialism.

followed by letting the dollar slide
to help its own exports. The other

constantly extended reproduction of
capital. The imperialist economy is
in a permanent crisis, with a perma—
hent militarised econemy.

CAPITALISM WITHOUT HISTORIC
PERSPECTIVE.

The present capitalist government
in Britain flounders in this great
mess. The policy is simple and

without perspective, on the basis of

‘live and be merry today, because
tomorrow we die.” Privatisation is
‘@ means of using surplus capital
because capitalism now is shert on
initiatives - nationally and inter=
nationally.  The Thatcher regime
marks the complete failure of capi-
talism which prided itself in the
hevday of imperialism on overcoming
‘the two nations’, i.e. modifying the
ctlass struggle. The Thatcher regime
is digging assiduously a very great
trench for capitalism.  The fact
that a whole layer of conservatives
have been left aside by Thatcher
points to the internal disaster within
the capitalist class. Heath's attack

cember 11 1987.
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on the Baker educational proposals
and the repudiation of the phony
arguments about more resotirces for
the health service by a former Con~
servative minister shows the' dis—~
order ‘within the ranks of Con-

-servatism. Disraeli had some form of

perspective for his class. Thatcher

has none.

. Labour Party. -

“The forces of the left and the

tesistance of the masses ohjectively .

grow in thie situation, even if this
is not'always visible bacause of the
nature of the Labour Party

Heath attacked with sofie coh=
tempt the useless. leadership of the
They, like all good

Stalinist functionaries, are in a state

of fear in front of the population and
the left. They know that 8>real fight
even in Parliament against the -puny
thugs of capitalism would stimulate
the popu!atwn and create problems
for them and the trade union function~
aries who are geared to reform:sm.

Continued-on page 2

SPAIN — the struggle against nuclear weapons and NA TO continues

'ENNISKILLEN AND THE DISCUSSION ON IRELAND

The bombing at Ennis—
killen  has  predictably  inspired
gargantuan quantities of mendacious
rubbish and phoney sympathy in the

" ranks of ‘British imperialism and its

supporters. In facl, the chorus of
hypocklcy was so orchestrated that

it is clear that British imperialism’
was expecting -an incident such as-

thiSo

It has to be remembered that the
ranks of the IRA are by no means
homogeneous and that the hand of
‘imperialism via informers and double
agents is quite capable of penetrating
its ranks and making. use of it,
original attack on Thatcher at Brigh~
ton had all the marks of a set—up,
and imperialism had a hand in the
present bombing directly or indirectiy

The

The reactionary nature of the
Labour Party apparatus was once
more confirmed with the speech of
Kinnock, referring to the IRA as
terrorist when its objectives .for a
Socialist Ireland are perfectly Jogi~
timate, and therei is no justification

lism in Northem Ireland save to
prevent the emergence of Soc;ahst
‘revolutionary forces which could
affect Britain itselfs. The Anglo—-»
Irish agreement is an attempt to
incorporate the Northern lrish Catho—-
lic bourgeoisie into an agreament
and, .with the Southem bourgeoisie,
to ‘collude with :mperialism $0 as fo
wm Southem Ireland into a NATO
,‘base, o ‘

The row over,;the intervention of
Livingstone shows the extreme vul-

for the presence of British :mpena-—- )

nerability of British Imperialism ‘on
this issues' The fact that he speaks
in this way — althodgh tending to see
‘the issue as one of simple British
withdrawal, testifles to the strength
of feelng on the Labour left
alihough it lacks homogenelty and is
still lost in the toils of empiricism
and’ parliamentary Hilusion.  With all
Its military terrorism, the Diplock
courts, the collaboration of the Lab—
our apparatus ‘and the trade union
bosses - with Thatcher, it Is im—
possible: for Imperialism to contain

“the Irish fssue,

The leadership “of Sinn Fein Is
‘trying to develop a more political

Continued on page 4




Trotsky demonstrated that
capitalism was not in a position
to bring Russia back into the or—~
bit of its system and that the his—
toric bases astablished by Lenin,
by the Bolshevik Party and the
Workers State of the Soviet Union
were the essential instrument to
pass through successive phases
in the construction of Socialism.

THE LIVING THOUGHT OF TROTSKY.

The thought of Trotsky showed
the objectivity in his analyses.
He had shown that Stalin was not
a product of the Workers State and
the Bolshevik Party, but of the
historic conditions and the retreat
of the Revolution, and also of the
incapacity of capitalism to crush
the Workers State. ~Among the
conditions which at that moment

“allowed the bases for the birth of

Trotsky dedicated hlmself to
prepare the vanguard for this task.
In all his analyses he tried to
show that the perversion of Stalin
did not arise from Communism and
the Workers State, and that it was
not an mevrtable feature of -the

progress of humamty, ‘but that it .

was due only to the historic con—
ditions of retreat. This phase
was described by him as Thermi—
dor, and today there is no possi—
bility of such a condition.

For these motives before the
war unleashed by German imperi—
alism against the Workers State,
Trotsky defended in an inflexible
“manner the -Soviet Union; and to
“the ;ioumahsts who asked if he
“supported the invasion of Poland
and'Finland he" answered: ‘Yes,
it ;s necessary 0 defend it be—

“cause it is a right of the Soviet
Workers State to have its frontiers
- 'pushed back against German im—
perialism which wanis to destroy
the Workers State; the Workers
State is the most advanced and

necessary instrument for the pro~ -
gress of humanity,’’ The journa—

lists went on: ‘But, Mr Trotsky,
Stalin wants to kill you.”. He re—
plied in effect: ‘Life is not de—~
termined by my existence but by
the Workers State, the necessary
and indispensable instrument for
the progress of humanity; and it is

to subject and dominate a state,

but a strategic and military move

to confront German imperialism:

From page 1

Scargill is an example of a leader
who at least maintains a class
position. The problem is that there
is a need of a left team in the unions
.and the Labour Party which ¢an de~
velop ideas and discussions with the
_population, to develnp a_consistent
_national leadership against the
system. ,

The recent conference at Chester—
fleld . brought out the problem
_of developing a homogeneous leader~
-ship, but the efforts to form this will

continue because they have to con-
tinue. The progressive aspect of
changes on the Soviet Union, i.e.
dumping the Stalinists, will en-

courage this process, whatever the

drawbacks of other Soviet. policies.
1t wm be necessary o _continue on
this path to place Bntam within an

~and

-Stalinism there was the situation

of the Bolshevik Party, decimated
by the war, and the necessity to

construct the Workers State, which

had weakened the structure of the
Party. .

The essential concern of Trot-~
sky was that of preparing the pro—
letarian vanguard for the future of
humanity in the years -to -come.
He knew that he would be kllled,
he wanted to place the vanguard
at the level of understanding the
logical optimism of history, which
was based on, born and developed
from, dialectical materialism; the

Workers State is_a necessity of :

history, Socialism is absolutely
indispensable and invincible,
because it represents the develop
~ment of human _intelligence
through the economy, science,

~culture and art, This shows itself
~in the social relations which con—

stitute the first phase of the Wor~
kers State. Stalinism is a trans—
itory degeneration of history.

The objective, historic neces—
sity of Socialism is determined by
the crisis of the capitalist system,
by the impotence of this system —
‘which, once established at a
certain level of development, is

no longer capable of developing

Capitalism develops and centra—
lises the economy for the market,
but poisons and kills people and
distributes wealth among a smail—~
er and smaller minority. It causes
pollution of waters, constructs
factories which poison workers,
produces food poisoned by nox—

" dfous substances, and is respon—

sible for ‘every form of blood, lung
and skin infection.  Capitalism
kills continuously.. It no longer
has the interest or the strength
to encourage the progress of art
and science at the very instant
that these show the possibility
of limitless development of the

_human being and of human rela—~
‘tions. It is necessary to eliminate

capitalism because the conditions

“already exist to do so, given the

world proletariat and the Workers
States, which represent at the
organised level of thought the
will, disposition and historic
proletarian instrument necessary
to substitute for the capitalist
systems.

Trotsky affirmed his thought
and his work so as o give to the
proletarrat the hlstonc under—
standing that Socialism and COm—-
munism represent-a phase in the
historic .. progress -of humanity
and the proletariat = . .is the

the objective instrument of this ..

Trotsky was concerned to streng—

- then the instrument, Marx ism, ex—
.plaining that Stalinism was a

transitory degeneration of history.
Thus ~he proposed a political
revolution. In the present phase
this:is no longer necessary in the
‘way Trotsky expressed it, since
it is realised daily. ‘

the economy, technology, science

cand-art..
necessary to defend it uncondij~ .~
tionally. These are not invasions

strides backwards in the economy
in ~science and culture,

" To sustain itselt, capitalism
-must retreat and does so in great

_ In the Soviet Union they are
‘confronting in the programme of

‘the New Constitution the principle

of distribution ‘to each according
to need.

This is a very elevated

principle of Communism, since it
means that the process of deve—
lopment in the Workers State,
through its nature, creates eleva~
ted human relations which mature
human intelligence and annul the
interests of property which excite
and generate egoism.:

If the present Chinese leaders
implement an anti—Soviet policy
and ally with capitalism, imperi—
alism and the most barbarous
elements and backward sectors in
history — the Pinochet and the
South African fascists ~ against
the Workers States, that is be-
cause it is a question of a hureau
~cratic clique resulting from the

\‘Iack of life -and of proletarian

werght m the Chinese Communist
Party.

That does not mean that they
repeat the historic cycle of Stalin,
since there are no longer the con—
ditions to do this. The masses of
the world have learnt and parti~
cipate in this process. On the
other hand, among the main ob—-
jectives of Trotsky was that of
making - the masses intervene, to
educate and_convince them that
Socialism is not. the product of the
mtell:gence of Marx, of Engels or
of Lenin and the Workers State,
hut of history — which Marx,
Engels, Lenin and the Workers
States represent. The capitalist
system is not eble to realise the
progress of the economy,  of
science, of culture, of art and of
technology. As regards techno—
logy, capitalism makes a limited
use of it since it applies it only
for the market economy, for com—
petition, for the production of

armaments, “ for war, and not to‘

favour the development of human
~relatlons. :

While, on the other hand,
Trotsky led a sharp fight against
the bureaucracy, Trotsky defended

international context and to system—
atically develop meetings with the

-population and in the workers’ areas.

The Labour apparatus is very weak,
the fact that one person, Livingstone,

_can create havoc over the Irish dis—

cussion, is because the apparatus

sees that there is a left which cannot

be put down and will persevere,

There has to be an effort to
develop a consistent left trade union
sector, befause strike actions from

_the teachers to the postal workers

show that powerful class forces are
not being used sufficiently. The need
for an objective discussion in the

Labour left on a Marxist basis,
taking into account the force of the

Workers States and the declining
powers of imperialism, will constantly
assert itself in the next stages in
front of the impasse of the Labour
leadership, the fall of the SDP and

J. Posadas
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alone, but unconditionally, the
Soviet Union in so far as itwas
an instrument of the progress of
history, a state in which the pro—
letariat had an economic, social

“and political centre to oppose the

capitalist system. The Soviet
Union demonstrated the creative
capacity of the proletariat be~—
cause, for the first time, this
completed ‘the historic experience
of .conquering power in a process
in which it was isolated and had
to resist enormous pressures.
Trotsky organised the IV inter—
national, but tried to remain in
the Third International where he
found himself in the most difficult
conditions, an object of accusa—
tions and threatened with provo—

cations and of expulsion from

various countries... But he con—
fronted them, to remain united to
the Workers Smte and to the Com~
munist masses of the world,

The object of Trotsky was to
intervene, to play a role of sus—
taining development with his ex~
perience, and with his theoretical
strength and political ability
placed at the disposition of the
Workers Stale as an mstrument of
history for the construction of
history. for the construction of
Socialism. Hence the uncondi-
tional defence of the Soviet Union.

Trotsky did not limit himself

‘to see only in the Soviet Union,

the domination of Stalin, the
bureaucracy, the extermination
and assassination of the Com-
munists, but he considered it to be
an instrument of history guided by
a leadership with a counter—
revolut:onary pollcy.

The confidence which Trotsky
placed in the future of the Soviet
Union was -shown, among other
things, in 1938; in the worst con—
ditions when he felt that Stalin
was seekmg to kill him —~ and he

Contmued on page 4
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the blind alley of Thatcher capitalism.
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‘Party, and nowhere else,
de the Iabour Party.,

The

This is so because

British imperialism and the bureaucracy ~ the ILabour
Party and trade union bureaucracy - which represent Bri
tish imperislism, are not homogeneous,.
cy has a part of itself with one foot in +the proletama:t
with proletarian interests, historic interests of pro =
gress; but with the rest of the body and the hand, rep=
resenting British imperialism,
the nature of the class struggle in Britain which
been determined by the Labour Party and because a sec -
tor of the Iabour bourgeois leadership = which is bour
geois and not mistaken - represents capitalismJhe lat-
ter is combined with sectors which range from the revo
lutionary interests of the proletariat, to those of the

bureaucra-

of
has

Whole sectors of the population which are driven to-
“wards a historic solution are expressed in the
I¥ is the axis of the class struggle.
why, when a left is formed, it is formed in the Labour
It will not be: formed outsi-

Tabour
This is




THE STALIN ISSUE AND "RECONSTRUCTION"

.- As yet we do not have the full
text of the speech of Gorbachev
on the 70th anniversary of the
Russian -Revolution, but what is
available points to the very limi—
ted understanding of this leader—
ship to enter into a searching
objective account of the Soviet
history and its relationship to the
present. Perestroika and Glasnost
merely judging by the latestoffer—
ing have very confined limits.
The continued inability at the top
to confront the Trotsky— Stalir
problem, -allied to the effort to
accelerate the ‘economic reforms’
shows the empirical disorder in
which the bureaucracy is in—
voived. But the crisis is much
more severe because the dis—
cussion of Stalin is going to be
very difficult to control among
the new generation of Soviet
workers and intellectuals,

methods and his ldeas were sub—
jected to a w:thermg ‘analysis by
the ‘over ‘confident Trotsky' and
it will be impossible to put the
clock back and maintain the old
silence., Gorbachev has con—
centrated his attacks on Stalin on
the period-of collectivisation and
purges, when the original empiri—
cism of Stalinism became appar—
ent in all its imbecile savagery.
Thus all the anterior errors and
empiricism, which led to this
counter—revolutionary situation,
remain unregarded. This pro—
foundly limits the insight into the
present problems in the Soviet
Union. But when Gorbachev _has
to condemn Stalin so complefe~
ly over the purges, this is an
attempt to live with a massive
pressure for discussion and
change in the Soviet Union, to
which the bureaucracy finds it
ditti cult to. respond
in-general, ‘his type of anaiy~
sis is close to the Sakharov
tendency who complain about the

crimes of Stalin to Justity con~ .

clhat:on with cap:tal:sm and more

private enterptise in the Soviet
Union

it is necessary to repeat that
Lenin and Trotsky were concer—
ned with the emergence of the
bureaucracy which found its most
sinister representat:ve in Stalm
who was to propound the stupid
doctrine of Socialism in one
country. It was the left opposi~

tion who warned of the kulaks and.

Party and to develop activity towards the Labour Party.
A1l this, is part of the world and it has to be
that, between the bourgeois apparatus of the ILabour Par
ty and the world progress of the revolution, it will be
-the world progress of the revolution which will

Britain to advance,

to contain the process. of advance in Britain.
necessary to count on this.:
it will not develop by itself but with the intervention
of our section to support the formstion of the Marxist-

Iabour vanguard,

proposed. the programme of in—
dustrialisation and collectivi—
sation before Stalin had got round
to the problem, and he took the
programme of the left opposition.

Finally, the arrogance and
avarice of the bureaucracy led to
a war against the masses in the
thirties and the extinction of the
leadership ‘which had led the
revolution, culminating in the
assassination of Trotsky.

Abalkin’s article, published in

a supplement to Socialism: Theory

There are a number of superb
declarations by this economists..
the more foodstuffs the state selis
the more losses it sustains, the
more housing it builds the more it

loses. On the other hand, the
mass of people have long estab—
lished ideas which cannot be
ignored.’ No, indeed they cannot!
His solution to all problems is
quite simple -~ differentiation.
To solve difficult issues,. this
economist is very direct. In a
superb passage on the use of the
price mechanism and the example

“who
well know that Stalin and his

. between

and Practic.:e, .on the econctmic of high quality sausages our eco—
re~structuring in the USSR gives pomist sees that there were big
a very good idea of the character queues for sausages at a low

of the new turn, which the 10p ... yowever, this was easily
bureaucracy support in its crisis.  gop00. They raised the price,

There ~are many currents at .. 15 and behold ‘with the price
work -in the present discussion rising to nine roubles and fifty
but Albakin’'s article represents kopecks (per kilo) people have
the sector which is now most stopped queueing for them.’
evident in trying to make chan— (... 1his new system the cor—
ges. Others will be opposed ..o, of the Stalinists is being
to these ideas and not ohly the ,coq 1o discredit centralised
old parasitic Stalinists. " planning based on. democratic
It consists of a series ©of discussion. The new ‘differenti—
questions and answers ation’ is to be open and blatant.

: e The state is being visualised
simply as a bourgeois state, i.e.
: to correct imbalances and to -see
From the article it appears that that the poor are not ‘overiooked’.
we are in the presence only of the This has nothing to do with
initial stage of developed Social— Socialism and reflects the inter—
ism. Even so, there is something ©Sts of a layer with highly de—
rather odd.about having to employ Veloped appetites who wish_to
capitalist methods in the economy differentiate themselves from the
when we are even ‘at the begin— Soviet masses and act as a
ning of Socialist development’. bourgeoisie. They have gained
The reform of the economic influence over a sector of the
mechanism is a systematic attack leadership, but there will be a
on the centralised plan - and, teaction to all this, The Soviet
people did not endure Stalin and

ises to the conira . . N
whatever no Vs Hitler just to see their country

it is clear that it all this “de~

regularisation’ was applied
-grasping moneybags with a taste

s .y
private enterprise’ is . gomg to
make fundamental decisions. f::’ f:::;f’”“ aspects of western

Thus, ‘what to produce will no.
fonger be decided by the central

planning. board’, I will be .,
dec:dedgm the sphere of relations completely instituted, would lead

F ndustr:al enterpns es, to a state of affairs worse than

that is, the production programme :’ugosala:n;. :zelf:eredana{ysed
‘and the concrete plan will be '°N9 @90 Dy (.de Fosadas in an

oriented towdrds the users, orders amf:le of 1965 where the false
to be filled under contract.’ One claims of these reforms were ex—
question in this in terview is posed as against the interests of

the Workers States.
particularly appos:te‘ wheln tak:: The degree of crisis of the
with that analysis: Could it bureaucracy can be envisaged
that the changes in the present

’ . simply in posing the present
system will undermine the rela~ phase of the world revolution and

tions of comradely aid and assis— the apparent passivity of the
tance to Soviet enterprises’t (1) leadersiip in front of this. Every

handed over to a new gang of

where the system of imperialism upon.

is reeling. All the grand Reagan
~Thatcher offensive against the
Soviets has become muted. At
the same time, all the feverish
war preparations organised by
imperialism have helped to lead
to an enormous economic crisis

For the Soviet economy. there
has to be a plan which clearly
deals with the aeeds of the popu—
lation and which can be decided
upon by the masses in their
organisms, and then applied.

AR > We hear much about ‘democrati—
ana indication of profound in- sation’, but this seems to be

,s,:::::z,sbn{ ::: pz,:c:;; ::ro;’t’sdeel(:. linked with these economic re—
‘ forms which, in facl, were never
Its power of attraction is waning. discussed in the first place. This
Yet, on the commemoration of the is hardly democracy; rather it is
70th anniversary, the Soviet lea- a particular form of democracy to
dership makes hardly any refer- facilitate reforms which have not
ence to the ideal situation for been discusseds
further disintegrating imperialism.  we afso reiterate that for a
They speak only of ‘reconstruc— worgers State a discussion cannot
tion’ for the Soviet Union, when oyiss on the economy in isolation

the term should be used to apply fom the rest of the world. Why
to the whole world which needs s there no discussion about the

reconstructing without capitalism. gsyate of the world revolution?.
Such confined vision is the result Nothing  publically discussed

of Stalinist mis—education, but ,p..+ China or about the recent

also because there are large coup in Burkino Faso, or about
privileged layers in the Soviet gouu Africa, The Communist

Union interested in developing a sentiments of the Soviet people

new consumer market for them— .. .4 sing immediate expression
selves and to hell with world i o 0 was a lively political

Socialism. - They have an interest discussion. They have no fears

as well as the Workers State, in 4 1o yanks-even if jackals like
disposing of the Stalinist func— gapp .oy live in fear and tremb—
tionaries who live off the centra— |in, - Nor pas the Iranian people

lised economy — that is, get rid ,u, have treated the Yanks with

of them as part of the means 0 o159/ contempt. The Soviet leader
liquidate or semi-liquidate cen— ~ship must base itself on these

tralised functioning, - They calmly sentiments and not aim at Ilmltmg
admit' that prices will rise and e, by :solatmg the economy
inconveniences for the population 40, the people, ignoring the
occur — but not, of course, for achieyements of the centralised

the privileged layers. They will gconomy and injecting capitalist
be -earning ‘according to their ,..noqs into the economy.

work’. They also, like Sakharov, At one time the Party under
live the pipe dream of a peaceful g ., .0, distanced itself from

settiement  with  imperialism,
these reforms and Kosygm
which flies in the face of reality. carried rhe onus and they were

It was Stalin’s regime which gronned, Now a sector
tinally led to the appearance o; yho party apparatus involves

of the Sakharov layer, analysed jiceo s in a chaotic situation which

by Cde Posadas.

These economic ‘reforms’, if

“There is no justification for
the particular nature of these
reforms, except that there is now
an-extensive layer in the Soviet

‘Union represented by Sakharov

and various economists etfc. who

represents a massive crisis of the
bureaucratic running of the Wor—
kers State. But the discussion of
the  future of the Soviet Union,

which with the discussion of its

past transcends the immediate
understanding of the leadership
will prepare. ‘the ground for rec—
tified policies and new Commu-—

nist -cadres in the Soviet Union
and throughout the world, . based

-on the acquired  statification of
property and centralised planning
-~ which even with Stalifist de~
formation has proved superior to
capitalism. It is this structure
which will weigh in the long run
and  determine Soviet policy.

wish to develop a capitalist~
Socialism, not a viable animal.
They are interested in a demo—
cracy of .a formal order rather like
the bourgeoisie in the West, where
the real issues are not discussed
and voting takes plaee on issues
that the ruling cliques decide
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EXTRACTS FROM THE RESOLUTION OF THE EUROPEAN BUREAU
ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION ON THE 70th

. In this process the USSR was
created, resisted the hardest test of
history and developed as an Instru—
ment of the progress of history. Iis
function and development as a Wor~
kers State towards a Socialist society
was, and is, conditioned through its
link with the proletariat and the world
revolutionary \process. The conditions
of isolation which led to the instal~

lation of the bureaucracy and national -

isolation have been overcome and
crushed by h:story,but not  thus the
results at the level of leadership,
of the leading superstrucwre of the
Workers States and the Communist
parties in the world. This much more
complex and contradrctory process,
today lives through a process of
definitions whose epicentre is Soviet
society. ‘

Jo-Posadas posed in h:s text The
Russian Revolution, the. Degenera=—
tion of ‘the Workers State, and the
process of ~Partial -Regeneration: of
20 Ocrober 1973*: *Socialismis not
an ‘economic elevation but it is the

elimination of ‘every form Of imposi=

tlony - of --violence, of  Inequality.

Soclalism means the elimination of

‘each one according 1o his. capacity’
by ‘to ‘each: one according 10 his
needs’’

‘Socialism means the elimination
of every dependency on the economys
It Is the rational relation determined

by the mind, by thought, by fraternity

- Which includes and reselves inw
squalitys ‘A family which has ten
children and does not have enough to
live on gives all that it can, and the
planning of soclety means “not to
produce mdividually, not o ‘make
private cars when there 18 inm=
sufficient housingu And when there
are enough houses people. are' not
going fo make private cars because

they will say ‘why the lnd:vidual'

cars o?

Such an analysis is completely

relevant now, being based on the
recognition that the Soviet people
are. fully .conscious.that they have
sacrificed. their .individual material
well-peing. and, as. a- country, has
supported and extended the revolution
‘throughout the world — and it does
this with Cuba, Nicaragua,-Africa,
‘Asia and Afghanistan. -No.one inthe
USSR says, "We should suspend the
external -aid -which is kiling us’s
‘Quite -different 'Is -the bureaucratic

thieving which denounces the present.

leaderships = But, -anysay, the Soviet
the Soviet masses. are sufficiently
mature =~ when they can- interveng ~
to put order in distribution, into pro—
duction, and in all .the aspects- of
Soviet society. - The Soviet masses
are capable of a thousand initiatives,
and if necessaryfsacrlflces to extend

people that the progress of the USSR
was determined by the progress of the
revolution, and If progress was hot
possible at a particular moment it was
necessary to maintain the revolution
at all costs, awaiting another stage.
The Party was educated in this, and
knew how 1o walt without disinte—
grating or breaking, nor dividing nor
forming - -other parties. J, POSADAS

‘Capitalism can sign all sorts of
agreements because it Is ' socially
weak, but it prepares the war anyway
and ‘does it soccially, ‘incressing
poverty and starvation and the des—
truction of a great part of humanitys
The USSR must shine: forth as ‘The
lighthouse which illuminates the
world®, and It is correct to intervene
to ‘organise ‘a new -leadership of
humanity. It is not how a question of
Socialtsmin a single country or ‘each

and generalise the Socialist relations Party.doing what it wants®, but a world

without any . necessity . of . private,
tamily or individual profit.. They are
ready for Communisms

As revolutionariesy, we. are not
interested in the rehabilitation of a
name as a symbols - It-is living ideas
of-all the masters -of Marxism which
show that they are hecessary and =
vincible, - The
examples. of  the: Russian Revolution
show that they are imperishable. The
Party is indestructible, but the Party
for this task. Not a Party made to
relate 1o the daily life of the capita—
iist system, either its irade union or
electoral life, but preparing. for this
revoiutionary ~process . developed: in
the sclence and in the consciousness
of this conclusions -Hence, In splte
of ~Stalin, the ‘Russian- Revolution
went on because the first seven years
of ~Lenin gave the structure. and
solidity -of the Soviet-economic and
soclal structure.  More Important is
the social than the economic, because
this gave. the security to the Soviet

instrument, retaking the experience

THE MEETING OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY

The recent meeting of the Chinese [t is impossible to ignore the revom
Communist Congress did not change Iutionary origin of the Chinese Work—
anything profoundly. There has now ers Statg, and the conflict with world
developed an apparatus in government Imperialism  cannot  solidify - the
and’ in“the economy Wwhich is ‘quite counter—revolutionary leadership in
divorced from the masses and has its China.
own économic interests, As a layer,
they are pro—occupled with ‘Great There is no doubt that the emer—
China’ and have no idea of Marxisms genhce  Of  -counter-revolutionary,
The new leader, .Zhao Ziyang is part directly restorationist tendencies in
of a layer with very ftlexible spines. China would proveoke the intervention
At one time Guite capable of attacking of the army. It has been reported that
all forms of material incentives, he' Is @ sector was prepared to intervene
now pushing private enterprise where in the Chinese Red Army against the
ever possible, Whole areas of the Pro—capitalist sectors in the student
Chinese ‘economy - are practically demonstrationss
outside state ‘control, -and the basis
for ‘new-forms of class  struggle
clearly “exist in the countryside
against  the rich peasants ‘who are

also involved in private industrial o .
The leadership in.China wishes 10

development. The statitication of the
means of production and land con~
Hnues to exist, but in effect much is
being leased to private ‘farmers and
social “differentiation. ‘is = naturally

developing. Al this has been ana—

lysed by Cde Posadds long age, as'a
result of ‘the limited role prayed by
the proletariat_originally in. China,
the destruction of the best cadres of
the CCP in the Twenties and the lack
of a consistent Communist political
tife, together with the generalised
extension of Stalinism. Nonetheless
a Chinese proletariat. now existss

of the Bolshevik instrument to deal
on a world scale with problems,
including particular problems, to
generalise the -conclusions and the
experiences for the progress of the
world. ~Although certaln Communist
parties resist or oppose these con—=-
cluslons - becatise they have not
Understood the role of the ftirst four
Congresses of the Communist Inter—
national  —~ they ~continue bging
necessary. It ‘is humanity which
poses this'and has its eyes placed
on the Soviet Union on this Seven—
tieth Anniversarys.

It is ‘necessary to make of this
‘date a re~affirmation of this instri-

separate Party, and government, 1o
limit. the role .of the Party and to
develop a non-political ¢ivil service.
Certainly.-the Psrty. should not . be
confused with government, .but its
inf!uence shouid ‘be established on
the . basis of ‘the continuous .inter=
vention  of . the masses. The new
policy- to  limit. the ‘Party can incur
certain risks - for . .the counier—
revolutionary leadership, - as . the
diminution of Party control in'govern—

ment -could ‘actelerate currents of
criticism - from" within the  Party.

ment of progress of history impelling
the struggle for the truth and contri—
buting with ideas, analyses and
criticisms 16 ‘Impel and to elevate
the ami-capitalist struggle in the
world.

7987,
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‘From page 1

“The fact of

THE RIVERA EXHIBITION.

an exhibition re=for *political’ art is generally merely

“eussion

and social orientation under Gerry
Adams, and this finds opposition from
_the more right wing. military sector.
The more. the political understanding
and the .left develops in the IRA,
the more difficult will it be for ifm
Jformers-to play a.role and complicate
matters. - lmperialism is _frightened
of .the political -development of the
1RA,“Hence the re~doubled repres—
'sion, North-and South of the border.
- ‘Hence the attempt-to stifle any dis-

question by -screaming ‘terrorists’

in Britain on the lrish-

At the same tme, Northern lreland
is an excellent training ground. for
repression in Britain,

The . Labour left -intervention has
to- elevate -the -political . discussion
to. face the problem. that lreland and
Britain -must have a common Socialist
perspective.  Withdrawal of troops-is
not enough. - Both countries face the
oppression of the capitalist class.
A" Socialist -federation of both coun~
tries has to be the objective - a
Republican  Federation « with the

any time the subject is mentioned,

monarchy abelished.

From page 2

had already experienced several selves later in the encounter with

attempts on his life — when he
declared that the isolation of the
USSR would be broken and that
imperialism would injure itself in
front of the progress of the Soviet
Union. It was not yet possible to
value the resistance of the coun—
try, but Trotsky was confident in
the world proletariat which had
already impeded capitalism from
launching itself against the Soviet
Union.

The other factor of importance
German imperialism. ~ British, was shown when Trotsky deve—
American and French imperialism. loped the programme of the [V
Hence Trotsky in 1938 anticipated {ntemational, Although this was
that in the war millions of revo— in general comeci, today the
Iutionaries would know how to analysis as regards the Soviet
move heaven and earth, and then Union is changed because the
the Soviet Union would no longer problem of Stalinism no longer
be isélated and new conditions exists. This has disappeared, it
would be created. Although not has been smashed by the course
expressed exactly in these terms, of the world revolution. The
this was the essential thought of Soviet bureaucracy remains, but
Trotsky. Indeed, he believed that it is a less serious factor, linked

' the unconditional defence of the to the struggle of capitalism

On the other hand, the internal
contradictions ‘of capitalism were
very acute, infinitely stronger
than their capacity to -eliminate
the USSR, and these showed them

&
iyl

Soviet Union was part of revolu~ against ~ the I/workers States.
tionary policy, and was the most -
elevated factor in that stage of PART 2,

human Idstory.

calling the work of Diego Rivera, the reference of protest, or a passive
first time his work has been shown form of realism, What is lacking'is
in a serious way in Britain, has some Communist conviction, “As a result
importance in showing that it “is'what passes for art in genera} is most
possible to have a powerful political of the time empty and medzocre. ‘
collective art which is-both good art Although the best penodslef R!vera s
and good politics. It is in total con=work were painted many decades ago,
trast to the confusion and debility of it still overshadows the art of the
art under capntahsm m this stage of twentieth century.
history, '

In this sense the CPSU has still
Naturally it was not possible to show to develop policies which marshall
his -major mural’ works save in Communist passion and enable the
photographs. use of art in a more functional way,
as one of the instruments to develop
Communist sentiment and security in
the -inevitable Communist future of
humanity. Most of the art in the
Workers States is very limited, with
very confined sentiments, and without
the capacity to develop epic histori-
cai themes which can guide and give

it is true that art is not the con=~
structor in society, as in part it was
in previous stages, because now

humanity is engaged in a progress Olgee, ity o hymanity. To this extent

advance and construction which de=yyo poct york of Rivera has not found
pends directly on the highest poss:btean equivalent in this stage.
elevation of human relations and re~
quires also the presence of a Party  pivera later deserted the team of
capab!e of foresight and harmonis= yaryvism led by Trotsky, but the
ation. banner of the 1V International refains
the relevance it had in his murals,
Because of the failure of the yocpyce it s the ideas of the IV
Communist and Socialist parties 10 otarnational elaborated by Trotsky

develop tendencies armed With",4 posadas which meet the historic
revolutionary conviction, what passes peeds of today,
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