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Editorial

MEETINGS AND STRIKES
AGAINST THE WAR

IN THE GULF

The war in the gulf is a war
against the masses of Irag,not
Saddam Hussein~ As

many on the left have repeated
in this  country, Saddam
Hussein was bullt up by the
arms of imperialism to
massacre the revolutionary
masses of Iran.Now that in
part he was obliged to respond
to the pressures of the masses
of Iraq +to confront the
israelis and expropriated the
Sheik of Kuwelt,imperialism is
intent on murdering the masses
of lrag.This 1is not new *o
imperialism,in fact they have
a great capacity at killing
and have  acquired an
outstanding tradition going
back to Dresden,Hiroshima and
Vietnam, The propaganda
machine of imperfalism, that
is the mythical free
press,television and radio,
was primed Yo prepare the
ground  for war in the
gulf.They were obliged *o
report that Benn has visited
irag or that Heath thinks the
idea of war is a
catastrophe,but the decisive
sectors of British imperialism
have wanted the war in
coltusion with the Yanks and
+he pretence of objectivity
repidly disappeared.lt is even

put about that the great
majority are behind the
government.if this was so why
dont they organise great

demonstrations to counter the

left?However even with its
massive deluge of lying and
cretinism, i+ 1is impossible
for imperialism to conceal the
desperate nature of its
adventure.The war is Insane,

because I+ has evidently no
bearing on the solution to the
objective problems of the
Middie East,its only object is

the coherence of
the world Iimperialist war
alilance. Imperialism has
sought by +this adventure o
strengthen its centralisation
dragging as many caplitalist
nations in as possible so that
it can appear united in front
of the workers states and the
world masses,

+o maintain

Without doubt large sectors

of the world bourgeoisie
including in the United
states, are In fear and
tremb!ing over the
consequences of this
adventure,but they will not
organise any resistence

because their function as a
class prohibits this.Mitterand
and Koh! made many ncises
about not wanting war and vhen

it came to the point, they
stuck with American and
British imperialism because
private property links them

all together. Nonetheless the
great fears within capitalism
point to the profound Internal
decomposition of +the system
and anticipate Its demise. We
have no doubt that sectors of
the Brifiéh mititary are not
so happy at the prospects of
this war.ln the early stages
one of +the commanders was
anxious to point out that the
war would be bloody.Since then
the crown prince has gone out
to show how marvel lous
everything Is and redeem
himself from anything that fis
mitdly progressive.However the
poor response to the voluntary
call up for the territorials
shows that even among sectors
close to the Union Jack, there
is no enthusfasm for the war
and resort had to be made to
compuision.The fact that one
MP Dayell called for the
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territorials to
calt up shows

reject the
that among

bourgeols layers there is much
perturbation at the lunatic
process.There is no sign of
any strong support for the war
save among the most extreme
right.Nothing is more
nauseating of course than the
sight of parliamentary
cockroaches putting on their
haloes and dispatching young
men to thelr deaths.The labour
party leadership was obliged
to put greater weight on
sanctions as a result of the
pressure coming from the
Labour masses through massive
demonstrations, but
nonetheless continued its fine
of coliaborating with the
govermment., This vile
spectacle has clearly
demonstrated the marxist
analysis that parliamentary
government is simply a form of
the dictatorship of
capitalism, The class loyatty
of capitalism has been clearly
marked also among many in the
church hierarchy who have been
summoning us to fall on our

knees as the bombs fall on
the massss of lIrag.Runcie
declared i+ a just war without
the remotest sign of an
argument for +this, But even
Cardinal Hume was obliged to
admit thsat certain unamed
powers now loud in their
denunciations of  Saddam

Hussein had done some very
good business with him,

It is certain that at this
mement changes are taking

Continued on Page 27

Demonsination against imperialist war in London.

GLADIO AND THE
CAPITALIST STATE

As a result of Internal
disputes between sectors of
the {talian bourgeoisie,
documents have come to light=
known as the Gladio file-
showing the existence of para
military units under the
control of varlous state
agencies, but outside the
knowledge and control of
elected pariiaments.They were
as .much aimed at Iinternal
enemies as the forces of the
workers states.The British
government, so far as we know
has made no particular comment
on these findings.

Representatives of such units
met regufarly In Brussels +to
co~ordinate and It has been
admitted that these groups
were Involved in various
sabotage activites In Greece
in the sixties and In Beigium
in the eighties, Jjust a few

examples amongst
others . Naturally as italy has
been a focus of these
"revelations®,details are a
little more
forthcoming.Andreotti who
previously denfed the
existence of an extra
pariiamentary group in 1974,

has now been oblliged to admit
it.A fetter of Moro, the
{talian Prime Minister who
was kidnapped and executed by
the so~called Red Brigades had
referred to organisations
destabilising ltaly., Italfan
generals have testified to the
preparations by these
clandestine units for civil
war against +the communist
party and there was even a
Super Gladio totally
concentrated on internal
“subversion®,.One of their
achievements was the Bologna
station episode when elghty
people were blown up .Cde
Posadas wrote extensively on

this in his article on Moro
when the Italian premler was
kidnapped and wmurdered by

forces who
Moro was

these mysterious
feared that
favourable to the idea of the

communists entering the
government. Moro could only
have been kidnapped through

+he connivance of the highest
forces in the state.

Although there is tatk of the
dissolution of these
organs,they will doubtless be
reconstructed under other
names and auspices, because
they are Instruments of the
class war to which capitalism
will resort more and more as
t+he parliamentary system Is
insufficient for Its needs. It
is necessary that the Labour
left ralses the Gladio Issue

in Parliament and discusses
the experience of italy,
because it shows how

capitalism will never accept
the prospect of a socialist
government coming to power and

proposing social
transformations.if a labour
government were = to take
serious’ anti capltalist
measures the same Gladio

forces would be impelled into
action and in fact capitalism
is quite capable of taking
such measure against a mild
labour government If they
think its orientation
encourages the masses to push
for more demands.The famous
destabilising campaign against
Wilson and Heath in the
seventies is a only a slight
indication of what capitalism
is capable of doing when its
interests are threatened.The
only secure basis for a a left
fabour programme is the
deveiopment of the closest
finks with the mobilisation of
the masses to impose social
demands.As Marx  said no

capitalist regime will ever
leave the scene of history
without using all its

forces,open and clandestine +o
survive,




Last October the process
which ended in the
institutional unification of
Germany was
concluded.Capitalism worked-
rapidly to anticipate +the
possible progress of the

movement, which on the streets
of the German workers state
condemned and liquidated the
old bureaucratic
apparatus.This movement which
was based upon the central
participation of +the working
class,of the authentic
communist vanguard and of the
progressive intellectual

layers,freed now from the
impediment which ‘was
constituted by the old
bureaucratic apparatus and

with the living experience of
the workers state, could have
developed and achieved more
elevated social and politicat
forms of participation,
Thus  the German bourgeoisie
invested a great quantity of
“money to secure the support of
an important part of the old
bureaucratic apparatus which
rapidly converted itself into
the service of Kohl ;the
principle Christian democratic

candidate in the first
elections had to resign
through  the  campaign  of
popular denunciation which
clearly showed his past as a
spy and torturer, Many other

deputies of the eastern CDU
were more than Impllcatedwith
the old political police the
"Stasiy,

The unification of Germany is
a task which answers Yo an
historic necessity and which
the German masses have had to

THE UNIFICATION OF THE TWO GERMANIES:
THE STRUGGLE OF THE MASSES TO DEFEAT

THE PLANS OF THE BOURGEOISIE.

transitorily, because they

fack the possibility and the
ability to achieve
reunification in a complete
way.The capitalist system
cannot have the objectivity
for such a task because

everything is evalued in terms
of private interest and
profit.In recent months, it
has thought of nothing but

dismantiing the productive
structure of the former
workers state and this, not

for purposes of

‘modernisation®, but to delliver
a blow at the working class In
whose centre is to be found
the most solid conviction of

the necessity to maintain and

develop the structure of the
workers state through the
fuflest participation of the
masses in the leadership of
the country.The German workers

- state has ceased to exist
transitorily, but Germany
united wunder a capitalist

leadership enters into a phase
of socfial struggle which will
put Into crisis the plans of

the bourgeoisie.The latter
cannot represent the
economic,soclial and cultural

unification of the country;it
can’ extend +to the former
workers state, the use of the
_mark and the capitalist
eriteria of production, but
this alone is not sufficient

0 make a country.On ‘the
contrary, it s in the
structure of the workers

state,even after the damaging
experience of bureaucratic
management,where it is
possible to find elements for

massive affiliation +o The

+rade unions and now discusses
the struggle for the national
extension of the  soclal
conquests of the workers
state.Also in The hands of the
masses, there remains ‘the
question of the development of
democracy-the demands of the
popular movement of
1989,against privitege and for
a popular participation In the
decisions of the country which
have not developed at all
under the government of De
Maziere.The bourgeoisle has no
interest  In extending
democratic rights, but on the
contrary their first measures
have contributed to Increase
the difference between the
*hyo' Germanys.

The bourgeoisie is obliged
to push forward unification to
malntain its authority over
the petit bourgeoisie.in this
sense it occupies a political
and social terrain which
should really belong to the
communists and socialists.The
social democracy of Brandt
proposed a gradual and more
extended process in such a
way as to satisfy
bourgeois sectors who
disapproved of unification for
being a "bad business" and to

" moderate the. effects on the
conditions of Ilife of the
working class.On +the other
hand, the communists of the
former DDR which in a short
+ime had purged entire teams

of leaders ended with
apolitical leadership which
was timid in front of the

course of the process; it is

the

The capitalist system is
concentrating important

economic resources to destroy
the structure of the workers
state and it does this through
the state- Iindividually the
capitalists have not rushed to
invest in the DDR and only in
the field of commercial
property speculation 1in the
centre of Beriin or in other
sectors of little importance.A
sector of the German
bourgeoisie thinks to improve
its position in the world
capitalist market counting
upon a part of the iIndustrial
apparatus of the DDR which Is
in their terms efficient and
with a new source of skilfed
labour which has «cost it
nothing.Hence there will be a
jimited investment and there
is no possibility that
capitalism will fnvest to
develop the whole of the
former DDR, considering that
what now dominates  the
behaviour of capifafisf
investment is the
concentration of the
financial and productive
apparatus.The destiny which
capitalism reserves for the
DDR is a reserve labour force

and a modest market for
consumption.To develop the
productive apparatus of fthe

former DDR to the level of the
capitalist sector, means an
investment that if undertaken
by the bourgeoisie would lead
to the loss of its superior
position In the world
market.!t would do so if it
had a clear perspective, but
in present conditions i+ lacks
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economlc forces with which to
increase its predominance

in the world market thus
exacerbating inter capitaiist
competition. .The
narrowness of the world market
compared to the vast
productive apparatus of

capitalist technology has led
+o +he reappearance of the
question of the danger of a
new Hitler,.But the
intercapitalist contradictions
are a thousand times superior
to those which determined the
coming of nazism and if today
they cannot resort to the
former solution, it is through
the existence of the USSR,of
so many workers states and
through the world extension of
the revolution.

The partial productive
backwardness of the ex~DDR
with respect to capitalist
Germany, is not the
responsibility of the
structure of the German
workers state-statiflied
property and centralised
planning- but of the
bureaucratic leadership.lt is

necessary to bear in mind that
capitalist Germany Is the
result of the great help given
by worid
capitatism,particularly of the
United States which had not
suffered great danage during
the war,with the Marshall plan
which Invested millions and
mitlions of dollars to develop
a great economic monster to
oppose the social influence of
the workers states.On tThe
other hand it was the workers
states which paid most for

an authentic unification.While the audacity of previous the consequences of the war.lt
thus that they did not have

achieve without a the capitalists have shown . programme, nor the epochs. Anyway the rest of cost them decades fo recover

marxist,communist and that the former DDR is for ’ capitalism does not see with  from the destruction of the
pollcy,nor the authority with

revolutionary leadership.This them only a Germany class oo ; lead th Lot enthusiasm German  productive apparatus,from the
o lea e population

slfua*ion can only be made use B,the working class has . oropose éondif?in: for a unification. it sees +that  death of millions and milllons

of by the bourgeoisie  ynified itself through the . o0 unlfication Germany has acquired new
From Page 1

place in the Soviet Union iIn
reaction agalnst those sectors
who openly propose to
dismember the Soviet Union and
have pipe dreams about a
capitalist restoration., There
is no going back to stalinism
and when Gorbachev was
required to cal! for forms of
workers control +o ensure food
supplies, +this 1is not the

action of a leadership which

is totally insensible to the
prassures of the
masses .Corbachev who once
referred to the soviet masses
as conservative, has been
obliged t+o learn that the
soviet masses will not allow

t+he weakening of. the workers
state.Nonetheless there s
still facking a public
discussion over the market

“towards

economy and how Yo advance
soclialism in ‘the
Soviet Union and the world,nor
are the soviets operating in
such a way as to control the
bureaucracy and its
priviieges.Imperialism is
trying to make it appear that
the Soviet Union is now weaker
and canno?t contain
imperialism.But on the
contrary the separation of the
workers state from stalinism
whether in  Roumania or the
Soviet Union itself,means that
the workers state is
infinitely stronger whatever
the complications that may

~ensue, !t is world capitalism

that Is in its- death throes
and the war in the Middie East

- Is the proof. The resignation

of Sheverdnazde has to be seen
as part of a reorientation
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occuring emplrically In the
soviet leadership against an
excess of conciliation with
imperialism when the
imperialist presence Iin the
gulf poses a direct threat to
the workers state,With all the

changes which have ended
direct soviet miiitary
presences in Eastern

Europe,the defence capacity of
the workers state has in no
sense been diminished and
soclally i+ has gained In
respect with the masses of the

whole world, imperialist
aggression against the Soviet
Unifon means the Immediate
extinction of worid
imperialism, The soviet
leadership has not  been
prepared in front of the

nationalist movements which in
general are not opposed as

such to the workers state.But
there is no doubt that the
exlstence of stalinism has
encouraged the existence of

layers totally opposed to
socialism and in the
leaderships of +he Baltic
states the call for complete
Independence is reactionary

and cannot be tolerated by
the Soviet Unlon which is
under permanent threat of
imperialism.1f there has been
bloodshed,this is the result

of prior political
Insufficliency,it is not the
wish of the soviet

leadership.The Red Army cannot
tolerate In +the midst of
imperialist war preparations,
groups that are prepared by
any means to defy the workers
state.At the same time we
appeal for a comprehensive

political intervention and
discussion of the perspectives
of the workers state and the
struggle for world socialism

+o influence the national
movements.,
in Britaln a tremendous

campaign Is in progress to try
o submit+ all problems to the
issue of the gulf
war,The problems of the health
service,the increase in
homelessness,the interminable
crisis in education and the
poll tax and the massive
transport congestion are all
going to be exacerbated by the
war - cojoined with the severe
economic recession.Capitalism
i{s not going to enter a new
stage of development,its only

stage Is war and that

tn the gulf Is itself a step

towards the final encounter
Continued on Page 4




of people~in the majority of
communists and their
sympathisers-caused by the
nazl Invasion in complicity
with the rest of capitalism.it

is not possible to conclude
that the present development
of Germany Is the result of
private property and ‘the
market, because in the same
period countries such as
Greece,Portugal and Argentina
were organised with private
property and remained much
more backward than the DDR.
Capitalist Germany 1is the
result of the concentration of
the world capitalist system to
contain the social influence
of the former DDR and of the
whole of the workers
states.Paradoxically if the®
poor and backward™ DDR had not
existed,nelther would the
great and powerful Federal
Ggermany. it was the first time
in the history of private
property that the country
defeated in war was "helped®
by the victor to develop;lf
the former DDR had not existed
with the USSR and the great
number of workers states which
emerged from the war,Germany
would have disappeared divided

between the fidemocratic®
capitalist powers. Marx
analysed how the class
struggle constituted an
jmportant element of the
stimulus for capitalist
technological Improvement to
which the bourgeoisie must
resort to recover the part of
the surplus value which the
masses win with thelr
struggles. in the worid
dimension of the class
struggle,the workers states

represent the working class.it
is thus that the development
of Federal Germany Iis the
resuft of the development of
+he DDR as also in great
measure, the soclial gains
of the working class of the
German capitalist state Is the
result of the DDR,.The

bourgeoisie in annexing the-

former DDR want to break with
+his source of stimulus to the
soclal democrat working
class,but the working class of
the workers state with Iits
communist vanguard is
afftiiated massively +to the
+rade unlons and hastens to
give battie to malntain and
extend the conquests of the
socialist structure.

On the other hand, i+ is not
necessary to  accept  the
simple  economic  comparison
between the +two Germanys,
because +he principle
difference Is social and on
this plane the former DDR has
shown [+self to be
superfor:even having a less
productive structure, +he
masses enjoyed better
conditions  of tife. The
powerful capitalist Germany
cannot concede the 35 hours
week which the working class
demands,gives no rights +to
miiifons of foreign workers

which have contributed
immensely to +he creation of
the wealth of +he

country,and'does not +olerate

the presence of communist
militants and other left
miiitants in the public

service.The state enterprises
of the former DDR certainly

cannot be considered “
productive® from the
capitalist point of view,
because besides being
concerned with production,
they are concerned with
investing in the construction
of housing for the
workers,soclial,cultural and

sports amenitles; the DDR was
concerned with guaranteeing
t+he working woman her place In
work upto three years after
childbirth or during the
perfod in which she had to
look after a sick child and
the right of abortion was

guaranteed.These are Important
conquests which constitute the
principle T"wealth® of the
former DDR.Capitalism has not
felt sufficlently strong to be
able to smash alt the
conquests, some yes;the
principle blow +they hope to
give after the elections 1In
December.lt is one of the
central tasks of the left,of
communists,soclialists,greens

and the New Forum to defend
these conquests and to
struggle for their application
throughout Germany and we call
for the opening of a political
debate to discuss the strategy
for the unification of the

economic gains of capitalist
Germany with the social
conquests of the workers
state.

it is necessary to stimulate
meetings in the
factories,popular
demonstrations and to create

popular organisms  with
representatives of the two
Germanys to discuss the forms
of an authentic
unification,The Posadist 1V
Internacional calls for a
United Front between the

PDS,the SPD,the Greens and the
New Forum based on and In
aliiance with the frade unions
of all Germany,with the
organisers of the foreign
workers to defeat Koh! in the
next elections.This is the
best way to create now the
democratic conditions in which
to create a soclalist
Germany, the only structure
capable of putting its immense
productive capacity in the
service of the soclal
progress of the country.Among
the key problems is ‘the
removal of NATO and of the
Amér!cans from German
territory.German capltalism
says a single constitution

prevails, but In some areas
the American army  dictates
the law.

The world communist movement
must discuss the process which
the USSR and the workers
states are going through and
the unification of +the +two
Germanys.The massive
affiliation to the trade union
centre shows that the working
class Is not resigned +o the

loss of previous gains, but
is preparing Iimportant and
future struggles;also the
result of the recent

administrative elections has
shown that as a whole the left

maintains an important
force,The attitude of
Gorbachev In accepting the

programme of unification of
Kohl must not be seen simply
as an abandonment of previous
positions.The main error of
the soviet leadership is that
of not  accompanying the
signing of the agreements with
a political campaign for a
unification which would

respect more the structure of

the workers state and a
greater participation of the
masses.Also they could have
gained a little more time;but
even with a greater
agitation,unthinkable in a
leadership which brings with

i+ bureaucratic vices and
timitations, it is also
necessary to consider the

complication of a situation In
which it was impossible %o
rely fully on the support of a
communist party which in the
former workers state was going
through a very préfound crisis

with three leading teams
having to be  replaced.The
soviets are |lving through
important internal
complications, but they have
acted to involve the German
bourgeoisie by means of
commercial agreements which

allows the soviets to maintain
some influence over the new
Germnany.The agreements which
have been signed confer
important benefits +to the
soviets, at the same time as
they safeguard an Important

"part of the public Industry of

the former DDR which will
continue to produce for trade
with the USSR.The soviets are
speculating also with the
divisions in the capitalist
world and the decision taken
between Koh! and Gorbachev
took the rest of capitalism by
surprise.Thatcher and
felt themselves to be
displaced;hence in the
celebration of the unification
of the country, no Important

representative of +he
capitalist countries
participated and in the
‘festivals of the anniversary
of the fall of the

wall,Gorbachey participated as
the main figure,

The unification under
bourgeols leadership  will
mean without doubt & retreat
in the standard of living for

a large part of the
population, wether iIn the
former DDR or Iin the
capitalist sector and I+ is
going to lead to important
social struggies.The left must
not accept +the bourgeols

formula that everything that
has been achleved In the DDR
is to be thrown out.lt has to
be remembered that the
experience of  the first
workers state attracted the

Bush

THE LABOUR PARTY AND BRITAIN

We make criticisms of

the labour teadership
and of +the limitations
and timidity of the
labour feft.We also
understand the
difficulities of the

feft, because they have
had +o develop their
understanding without
theoretical or potitical
preparation.These are

the conditions In which
they confront daily
problems.This weighs on

t+hem and on the labour
vanguard which wants to
advance.The need to find
immediate soifutions Is a

pressure in conditions
where a basic
programnmatic,theoretica
i and political
formation {s lacking.So

they resort to lmmediate
empirical decisions.This
is not a justificatlon
of the bureaucractic
labour apparatus,but a
means of understanding
history and grasping why
such limitations
existeesoe
The British and
Americamn
needs to
the full
intervention and
participation of the
wortld revolutionary and
communist movement, it

North
proletariat
witness

needs to recelve
assistance and support
from i+, In order +to
separate itself from the
conservative and
bourgeols leadership of
the Labour party.All
this demands the
"elevation of the class
struggle on a world
scale in order to
influence Britain and
North America.

+eBritaln has  no
perspective as a
capltalist country and
this 1Is +frue for the
rest of world
capitalism,!t stili
lives somewhat Isolated

from the world but +this
cannot last.To progress

EXTRACTS

it will have to
transform socliety,.The
world shows that social
transformation is
necessary and in a

short stage possible.The

current discussion in
the labour party does
not represent the
proletariat or the
masses. |t is a

discussion determined by

the very Iimited
understanding of the
teaders and thelir

capltalist interests.The
masses do not follow
these jeaders because
they are bureaucrats and
agents of capltalism,but
because the Labour party
{s the instrument around
which they are
centralised,

esslt Is neither money

nor arms which decide
the course of
history.The fabour
masses understand
this.lIn splite of a
certain fack of
education and points of
cultural support,their
class conception and
understanding allow the
British masses to
analyse and learn.The
problem Is that they do
not have a centre in
which to develop and the
labour ) leadership
impedes the formation
of such a centre.Stalin
confirmed the labour
apparatus in 1I+s role,
but he did not determine
its character.This was
determined long before
Stalin, However  the
ltabour leadershtpf drew
on Stalin and in +the
later stages he showed
them how t+o falstfy
history and to corrupt
people in the name of
soclallism.He taught the
labour bureaucracy to
oppose the workers
states in the name of
soclalism.Thls . was

preciseiy the polﬁcy of

Stalin and the labour
apparatus learnt its
tessons very well, 26,
4.79,.,J.P0Osadas,

leading layers of the working
class,of the vyouth,of +he
intellectuals and artists who
were afterwards displaced by
the bureaucractic arrogance of
Stalin and +the socliallist
transformation of society
continues being a necessity of

history,desplte all the
difficulties which the
working class has experienced
and must stitl pass through.
The statification and planning
of +the economy are ‘the
instruments of progress which
cannot be renounced, because
together with the organs of

the political participation of
the masses , they impede +he
development of prlvafe and
bureaucratic interests.

The German working class has
shown Itself historically
mature and capable: In 1919 i+
constructed soviets as in
revolutionary Russia and |+
was In the leadership of the
masses to take power. Together
with the soviets i+
contributed enormousity to the
defeat of nazlism. As a workers
state ,the DDR ini?fa!iy, had

Continued on Page 4.
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THE ATTEMPT OF IMPERIALISM TO
INTIMIDATE THE ARAB MASSES AND THE

NEED FOR MASS WORLD MOBILISATIONS
AGAINST WAR

The intervention of
imperialism in the guif is not
the result simply of events
in Kuweit.Before the entry of

the lraqgi troops there, it is
necessary to recall that the
Intifada,the very powerful

movement of the Palestinian
masses against the repression
of the lIsrael in combination
with the defeat of lmperialism
in Lebanon, had created a
situation which constantiy
weakens the principal base of
imperialism, israel All this is
part of the elevation of the
world revolution-seen also in
South Africa-which tends +to
increase the social and
political weakness of
imperialism and capitalism.in
Israel there are profound
differences in the government
and great layers of the
population reject the fascist
methods used against the
Palestinians. With the
termination of the war with

fran more and more, forces in
fraq seek to help the
Palestinian masses. in its
ferocious attacks against
Iragq, before +the entry into
Kuweit,it was evident that

imperiaiism was preparing an
attack,an effort +o rectify
the situation.

At the same time imperialism
has other deeper reasons to’

in the
success of

generate a crisis
Middle East.The
+he soviets In reducing the
confrontation in Europe tends
+o diminish the coherence of
+he Imperialist aliiance and
to 1imit t+he concentration of

counter revolutionary
forces,The Yanks and  the
British especially desire new

centres to Jjustify arms and
war.

irag is not a counfry like
Saudie Arabia, but a
From Page 1

with the workers states and
humanity.

The fall of Thatcher was the
comb Ined result of the
faliure of capitalism on both
the international and
domestic plane.if capitalism
couid have  opened & new

historic plane of development
there would have been no such
extraordinary crisis., It s
stuck in permanent angulsh and
Thatcher had to be dropped
unceremoniously because she
had become an electoral
liability.But capitalisn has
basically no other pollcy and
the line of Major shows It.

The Labour left must continue
with the policy of
mobilisation and
discussions.The tabour
apparatus s fearful of the
pressure of the masses.The
continued mobilisation of the
population against the war In
4

revolutionary state in which
the majority of the economy is

statified,including the land
and the main industries,
despite efforts of Saddam

Hussein to take measures of
privatisation.This means that
he is obliged in part to
respond to the pressures of
the masses, although he is an
assassin who has no interest
in popular democracy or to

develop the economy in an
objective manner for the
benefit of the
population.Entering into

Kuweit, Saddam Husseln was not
interested in a popular
government which could
criticise him and his despotic
regime  which assassinates
communists and trade
unionists,but although the
occupation was "cold" this
does not alter the fact that
this process meant the
expulsion of a feudal
regime,expropriation and
unification of this territory
Invented by imperiaiism with
{raq.These factors are
explosive in the Middle East
of the Sheiks and the absence
of the unity necessary for the

development of the
region.Saddanm Hussein
represents a reactionary

camariliia,but It is not he who

determines history, but an
objective process which
imposes Itself on him.He was

obliged to enter Kuwelt and
now if possible he desires to
free himself from this
situation.He did not plan this
fight with imperialism It Is
part of a process which goes
beyond his Interests.The
masses utilise the
circumstances to centralise
against imperialism.lf Saddam
Hussein is a criminal,he is no
Hitler and imperialism 1is
infinitely more criminal with

Britain has found its parallel
in mobiiisations in Germany
s 1taly France, and tThe
USA. Imperialism has found a
centre in the war fo try fo
display Its coheslon and
decision.But it has also
shown its insanity,its lack
of Inteiligence.The war in the
gulf is not going to fortify
capltalism.!t will among other
factors hasten Its departure
from world history., 14.1.%91.

From Page. 3
the support of extensive
layers of Intellectuals and
artists and gave & great
assistance to  the world
revolution~to the Cuban
revolution,fo Africa and 4o
the resistence to the
dictatorship of Pinochet.in
1953 one of the first great
rebefliions against Stalinism
was unleashed and in 1989 the
working class constituted the

its world wars,Vietnam
etc.Also who supported Saddam
Hussein with arms in the war
with tran?lmperialism, which
tried to utiiise him against
+he tranian revolution.All
+his campaign attacking Saddam
Hussein 1Is a manoeuvre of
imperialism +o conceal its
sinister and counter
revolutionary objectives and
the masses of the world know
this.

The decisive force which has
partly contained the activity
of imperialism s the Soviet
Union.in +the beginning the
soviets were not prepared and
were conservative in front of
the occupation of Kuweit.At

the same *time accepting a
condemnation of iraqg,they
placed all the emphasis on

peace.But it is evident that
imperialism desires to smash
trag and that also all the
military activity In the gulf
tends to threaten the Soviet
Union directly.

The Soviet Union as a workers
state cannot break links with
the masses of the world and of
the Middie East.There Is a
necessary relation;in order to

progress, the Soviet Union
must associate with the
oppressed masses.The Soviets
now say ‘that i+ is not

possible fo accept a solution
by war.ln other words a war
against lraq means a decisive
rupture with imperialism
leading perhaps +to the final

encounter.The soviets  have
also posed ‘*that the Arab
states must decide +he

outcome.This means directly a
fink with the sectors such as
Jordan,Libya,Yemen and all the
forces which reject the
imperialist intervention.

This policy is dangerous for
Arab layers such as Mubarak
who live in the shadow of the

pitiar of the movement which
finished with the bureaucracy
of Honecker In strikes and

demonstrations of great
popular participation singing
the verses of the

“international®,Also
historically the best of the
German  intellectual fayers
have been attracted +o the
cause of soclalism to which
Marx,Engels,Rosa
Luxemburg,Karl
Brecht made
contributions,
were prominent
demonstrations of  1989.0ur
confidence in the German
working class and the German
masses Is supported on this
very rich history;the German
masses have not felt
themselves In any way to be
defeated,What has been
defeated Is the bursaucracy,

in the history of the

L.lebnecht and
such important
Brechts songs
in the
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Yanks and provokes
difficulties for people fike
Assad,one minute supporting

+he Yanks and the next obliged
to allow open criticisms of
the Yankee intervention.it lIs

very clear that the soviet
leadership with timitations
and illusions on internal
policy for example,the
economic reforms, and on the
possibility of arrangements

with imperiatism must respond
+o the workers state.This is
decisive and the masses of the
world see this and see how the
meetings of Bush and Gorbachev
are very fragile.

tn spite of the united front
of +the capitalist powers
against Iraq, a very profound
weakening is developing In the
imperialist camp.The French
have discussed with Irag,then
Heath-a conservative leader
opposed to Thatcher~ goes to
Bagdad and afterwards Brand?
of Germany and then Nakasone
of Japan.All this reflects the
oscillation and Insecurity of
imperialism and the fear of a
catastrophe. in the United
States the President was
obilged to terminate with the
head of the airforce who posed
the necessity to  bombard
Bagdad pronto.Sectors such as
Thatcher appeal for war,but
other bourgeocis sectors are
against because they have no
security in the future and
hope to live for a few days
more.,

The masses of the Middle
Fast have seen the intentions
of imperialism and in spite
of all +he problems, for
example for +the workers of

Kuweit who must return to
their counitries without
work,the Arab masses have

maintained a very firm spirit
in support of Iraqg and in a
meeting in September In Amman

international workers
movement, it has often been
necessary to begin againjgreat
trade unions and parties
constructed clandestinely and
with great effort at the cost
of +the life of so -many
communist ,socialist and trade
union militants, have been
repressed by capltalism or
degenerated in thelr function
through leaders who betrayed
the objectives of the struggle
for socialism.We must consider

the same experience in
refatlion to the German workers
state.But this has ceased Yo
exist, at the same time as the
world force of the revolution
and of the working class has
grown.lt 1is this reflection
which animates our
revolutionary optimism.

10 November 1990. European
Bureau.

trade union
of all the
showed a

against

political and
representatives
Arab countries
unified force
imperialism.

For the moment as a result of
the absence of the political
life ,the Inheritence of
Stalinism and the social
democracy,the reply of the
communist and socialist
movement to the events in the
Middle Fast has been limited
from the programmatic point of
view,although the number of
demonstrations against the war
in various countries shows the
concern of the vanguard.We
appeal to the workers parties
and frade unions in the world,
but especially to the parties
and trade unions in the
workers states to develop
mobilisations and meetings to
reject the presence of the
imperialist +troops In the
gulf, to condemn the campaign

organised against lIrag as a
complete hypocrisy when
imperialist sectors are

prepared +o support the Khmer
Rouges in Cambodia and are in
complicity with tThe massacre
of the blacks in South
Africa.!t is necessary to pose
not only +he withdrawal of the
imperialist troops, but also
demands for the unification of
the Middle East+ on the basis
of a programme of
industrialisation and agrarian
reform, with the full
intervention of the popuiation
in all +the planning and
incorporating lsrael with the
liquidation of the imperifalist
and capitalist structure.it is
necessary to finish with all
+he Sheiks,to expropriate them
and all the profits from the
oil must contribute to elevate
the standard of I[lving of the
Arab population.We appeal to
the CPSU and the government of

the Soviet Union to consider
that in the world, no country
is an island and the destiny
of the workers states as In
the period of Lenin is not
only to give examples of
economic progress, but to help
the other countries to finish

with feudal and capitalist
exploitation, through +he
construction with fideas and

exchanges of experiences, of a
world communist movement which
lives the problems of all the
countries to construct
socialism.5 November 1990.
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Editorial

FOR A LEFT LABOUR

PROGRAMME OF SOCIAL

TRANSFORMATIONS

Capitalism Is preparing
for the next general election
with no solutions for any of
the outstanding problems,.The
focal elections showed a swing
to tabour and the [liberal
democrats,although In fact the
turn out was slightly lower
than In the previous two
years . What the population
achieved, that Is the defeat
of the polt tax and the fall
of the very ancient dinosaur
Thatcher, were the effects of
extra pariiamentary
activities.The whole objective
of these electoral campaigns
Is to i1imit discussion to the

changes proposad by the
various representatives of
capitalism in the
conservative, | abour and

{theral democratic parties so
that nothing of historic
importance Is  touched upon.

Major is now talking of the
need for improvements In the
public services =-a classic
sham in view of the capitalist
policles of opreparing more
privatisation and ruining the
public services.

The {abour apparatus is
hoping to gain office on the
basis of trying to contain
the debacle of the health
service and i+s privatisation
and  suggest that It is
possible to reanimate British
capitalism with training
schemes and various investment
projects.Not so long ago they
developed a  fixation on-
‘Europe™ as the great star of
the future-they do not seem
quite s$0 enthusiastic
nov ., Indeed having gained
office and not prepared to
confront capitalism, they will
speak of the impossible legacy

the conservatives have left
them, I+ is important to
compare +he present Kinnock
{eadership with the old

classical social democracy.The
latter were clear that i+ was
possibie to arrive at
socfalism by a succession of

reforms,.This present gang
do not propose any perspective
whatsoever, apart from

“suggesting that a few crumbs
may be made available to the
population if capltalism might
grow a little.! A few pounds
extra tax s the labour
solution to the problems of
history-~ apart that is from
agreeing with Yankee
fmperialism that the best way
to deal with the Iraquis was
to wipe out hundreds of
thousands of them.Bomb now,die

later was the rasult of the
imparialist war in the gulf.
The LP apparatus has nothing
whatsoever to say about what
happened In the gulf that
differs from imperialism,

Imperialism has been {ts
usual self In the handling of
the Kurdish Issue,The sole
objective was to contaln
possible Kurdish opposition to
Saddam and Indeed imperialism
seek to strengthen its
presence there as part of
greater intrusion into the
Middie East .The soviets are
hoping to regain influence
via Iran,Syrla etc and when
they speak of Bush in friendly
terms, it Is only to seek to
contain the Pentagon marauders
who as In the time of Nixon
constantly exert pressure for
the final solution with the
soviets, The soviet
determination to liquidate the
Armenian mafias has to be seen
as part of the context of the
confrontation with world
capltalism .

Capitalism retreats more and
more into its clandestine
preparations for war with the
Soviet Unfon and the world
masses At the same time It is
very insecure,the panic over
the heart attack of Bush
indicates the crisis of Its
leadership.Capitalism  speaks
of the fallure of
tcomnunism®,However I+ is not
"communism® which has been
wrecking the former workers
state in East Germany, but
capitalist methods Moreover
the ruination of Africa Is
not the result of "communism®
but the direct consequence of
capitalism which colonised the
continent and then smashed it
directly and indirectiy.The
massacres of the blacks
carried out under the aegls
of de Klerck is part of the
capitalist strategy to use
+ribal problems,lirag has been
ruined by capitalism.The
continuation of the capitalist
regime in the world means a
steady descent into barbarism
and this is going to affect
more and more the wealthier
capitalist countries.

As reported by the European
commission,more people are
tiving In poverty in Britaln
than any  other European
nation.British capitalism will
deny this, but they deny
everything that is wrong with
thelir putrefying system with a

blandness which even the nazls
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would envy.With the calls for
"cost effective®
methods,capitalism also seeks
to develop a new type of nazl
mentality.They do not have the
social strength +to openiy
parade racism etc on the scale
of the nazis,but they are
seeking to develop a mentality
which does not see human

beings but only objects of {

wealth, This mentality  has
always been capitalist, but
when it Is tinked to actual
social retrogression,the total

incapacity to solve the most
minimum problems of soclal
progress, It takes on a more

sinister glow.In this final
phase of capitalist
degeneration,human {ife is the
orinciple enemy-exemplified in
irag,now forgotten by the
bourgeois® democratic® press.
Capitafism Is not going to
help the new layers in the
{eadership of the workers
states In Poland,Hungary etc
on the scale to develop a new
capitalism, because

i imperialism Is too preoccupied

with Its own Intensified
competition and they certainly
do not Intend to encourage
other competitors.That is why
the Walewsas etc are historic
imbeciles .

British
steadily

is
and

capifalism
deteriorating

what recovery will take place

in an upturn in the trade
cycle will be small and the
underlying lack of Interest by

capitalism in developing
productive industry and -
investment is not going to
alter.For i+, more profits are |
o be gained from
arms,overseas investment and
banking.The population is
going to pay for all this.
Capitalism announces that
inflation is falling,yet
prices of food and essential |
commodities are rising .
constantly.The labour
teadership rarely Intervenes

on such Issues because the,
have no alternative policy of
any depth,Sectors of

Continued on Page 4
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it Is not possible +to
interpret the  events in
Lithuania, only on the basis
of the formal ,democratic

right of the government of
Landbergis to do what I+ wants
simply because It was elected
two years age by the majority
of the population in this
republic.There is today a
L crisis between this government
and the Lithuanian masses who

‘had voted for it.The
functioning of a parilament
of itself Is not sufficlent

nor necessary.What is required
is the functioning of the
workers cof lectives, the soviet
in the economy and for all the
problems of social life.The
crisis Is precipitated when 1t
is a question of a political
solution.Landbergis retreats
from every discussion and lIs
afraid of confronting the
general referendum in the USSR
and thus he proceeds with
this manufactured vote over
independence,On the other hand

this government made
provocations against the
soviet army with the

demonstrations of the ultra
nationalist sectors to put the
government of Gorbachev In
difficulties and give S
support to the pressures of
imperialism,

Landbergis expresses part
of the soviet
bureaucracy.These people have
not emerged from nothing nor
can it be said that they are

people infiitrated by
capitalism.They are part of
the apparatus which ({lved

from the workers state who
have developed with the rest

bureaucracy are disposed to
sell themselves and to sell

of the soviet Dbureaucracy,
interests and privileges and
have lived on Lithuania
spart of the workers
state,. '
These  secfors of the old

LITHUANIA AND THE DEFENCE

kel EXTRACTS.

- OF THE SOVIET UNION

everything which they can of
the USSR.They have no more
tinks to make them depend on
the structure of the workers
state and thus they seek
capitalism directly in order
to survive,

The present leaders in
Lithuania are part of these
sectors,the most reactionary
of the bureaucracy.!n the case
of Lithuania they imagine that
they are goling to be able to
utilise the Important economic
development of +his republic

to integrate with the
capitalist system and thus
make i+ fructify.They want to
restore capitalism in

Lithuania.imperiatism utitises
them but does not have the
least intention nor historic
possibility of securing an
economic prosperity for this
republic.Capitalism has
already formed I+s systenm
where there Is no place for
new bourgeols countries which
would mean immediately a
competition for  the key
sectors of +the economy,in
Europe particularly.The only
process which 1Is going +o
develop is ferocious
competition and soclal
inequalities.What been
seen In Poland and In the
former DDR where the
conditions of the population

has

grow worse and worse, are
going to occur in Lithuania
with +his governament of
"Landburgis.

The first minister Kazimiera
Prunskiene resigned and
denounced Landbergls and his
group who do not want any
compromise with the central
government .They proposed only
separation and threated with
death Lithuanians who did

.not accept such pressures,

Continued on Page 3.
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TO THE MASSES OF THE WORLD!

TO THE WORKERS STATES,THE
REVOLUT JONARY "STATES, TO THE

COMMUNIST AND SOCIALIST
PARTIES AND  THE WORKERS
CENTRES!

TO THE PROGRESSIVE RELIGIOUS
MOVEMENTS, TO THE REVOLUTIONARY

NATIONALIST AND ANTH
IMPERTALIST MOVEMENTS!
The capitalist system has
again glven overwhelming

proofs of its criminal nature
and potencial.The massacre of

the Iraqui people and
soldiers constitutes the
greatest evidence that If

capitalism Is not destroyed in

time and completely,
especially North American
caplitalism; it will drag down

in its fall an important part
of humanity towards
perversioin and barbarism.

The masses of the worid,the

young A people,the
intellectuals,the most
important artists and

scientists,where they have had
the possibitity or appropriate

feaderships, have reacted
against the war launched by
worid caplitalism.The

mobiiisation of the Arab
masses and the North American
masses have been of great
importance and the Jatter
rejected and condemned all the

falsification created by
imperialism.The first
objective pursued by
imperialism with the war in
the gulf which was to

terrorise the masses of the
world was defeated from the
beginning and  the North
American masses and the Arab
masses were in the front of
this struggle.They showed that
they were nof>fn?lmidafed,fhaf

they were ready to confront
+he most difficult tests In
nistory,that Is even the war
which fmperialism is
preparing,secure that they are
going to conquer and defeat
the capitalist system,A very
great contribution to the
security of the masses of the
world has been the attitude of
t+he soviet masses to the
referendum, They unanimously
defended before +he whole
world the function of progress
which the  workers state
represents.

The actual repression of
the Kurds Is the continuation
of the recent American
massacre, unleashed against
the iraqul people;it Is a
crime of the capitalist world
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and with characteristic
hypocrisy It seeks to blame
Saddam for what are its own
crimes. The Yanks  dropped an
fmmense quantity of bombs
against the Kurdish regions
during the recent war.Turkey a
member of NATO is a country
which has most repressed the
Xurds as have done also the
forces of the right in Iran.
The world bourgecisle has
never lifted a finger in
defence of the population of
the region,.The present®
concern® of world capitalism
for the Kurds is determined by

its own iInterests. Why have
they never  protected the
Palestinians who are
permanently massacred and
persecuted by the Israelis?

The Yanks wish to utilise the
Kurdishquestion to establish a
mititary presence which they
have not been able to achleve
by the recent war.

The workers states did not
react with all their strength
and In time, to stop the
criminal action of imperialism
in the gulf by reason of the

political crisis through which
their leaderships are passing,
particularly that of the
soviet leadership.But anyway
they intervened to contain the
most reactlionary objectives
pursued by Imperialism In the
attack on lraq.With the war In
the gulf also the policy of
the sovlets of agreements with
imperiatism in the
perspective of gaining a
breathing space and resolving

in *this way thelr Internal
probliems has come
unstuck.There is no

possibility for any type of
separation betwen internal and
external! policy ,nor for a
national development of
soclalism.Sociatism is a
scientific conclusion which
gives order to the empirical
development of society and
which 1Is constructed on a
world scale and against the
will of the caplitalist
system.The process of partial
regeneration In the USSR has
overcome many of the
difficulties created during
the Stalinist period.One of
the most persistent vices
introduced by Stalin and which
has infiltrated profoundly
Into  the heart  of the
international communist
movement,is the policy which
concefves a narrow national
dimension for the development
of soclalism.

i+ is necesary to deepen the
discussion in the world
communist movement,in the
workers states and the
capitalist states.The crisis
of the soviet poiitical

leadership is because i+
cannot follow the rhythm of
the process of history.The
inltial programme of
perestroika has already been
bypassed;the Intervention of
the working class and of part

of the leadership of the USSR
itself is imposing the
correction of the empirical

proposals which arise from
this process.in the middle of
the confusion of mistaken
proposals or those which
answer partial problems ,the
present bureaucratic

leadership must adopt a series
of measures which weaken the
power and stability of the
bureaucracy itself.The
constant renovation of leading
cadres in the party or the
decision to separate leaders
of the state from the party or
the declslion of some reglonal
committees of the CPSU which
stand apart from the economic
programme in action and

support the  strikes and
protests or go to discuss with
the workers,something which
also the government and
Gorbachev has to do, provokes
the desperate  action of
fayers of the
bursaucracy,central and local
like those who make an

interested use of the problems

of nationality.Even though it
is also a {imited
instrument,the recent
referendum in the USSR has
made it possible for the

people of the USSR to express
their recognition of the
function of progress which the

soviet workers state
represents ;the massaes have
voted In representation of

soviet citizenship above and

beyond national {imits.They
maintain the strikes and
protests against the results
of bureaucratic
administration, but with
intelligence defend the
present  structure of the

Soviet Union.The malntaining
of the centralisation of the
USSR is a fundamental measure
for the planning of the

country, for with this,the
population thas voted also
against the supporters of the
introduction of the market and
of private Initiative.This
result Is going to serve as an
impulse to the left iIn the
CPSU which sought to make
paople participate in this
referendum, knowing that It
can count on the maturity of
the soviet masses in the next
struggles.

Also the +rue character of
the movements which demand
independence and separation
from the USSR has been clearly
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demonstrated.Today they want
to make the national problem
appear as much more weighty
than even before the Russian
revolution.in the elections
for the Constituent Assembly
during the epoch of Lenin the

weight of the national
movements was very
small.Masses of different

nationalitles voted massively
for the Bolshevik party.lt Is
a problem artificlially created
by - bureaucratic layers +to
defend their privileges and
prerogatives of power at the
same time that they sesek
support and find it partly In
world capltalism.These Ilocal
mafias refused to participate

in the referendum and
boycotted it with terrorist
methods because they fear to
confront the rest of the
USSR. These regions hardly
represent six percent of the
population of the USSR.The

progress which these reglions
have made Is due +to their
inclusion in the USSR and the
Russian and the Asiatic masses
have the same rights as the
residents to decide the fate
of the Baltic states or
Georgia.

Part of the conditions upon
which the mafias can count Is

bacause the political struggle
stitl develops in the
bureaucratic apparatus.Tt
costs the buresaucratic
{eadership most of all ‘o
accept that people can
intervene in the leadership of
the country.All the proposals
almed to develop democratic
participation of the masses in
the soviets,and the factories
have seen  their fevel
reduced through the iimits of
the {ife of the party and the
leadership.The soviets have
ended acquiring the same forms
as the bourgeols pariiaments

and in the collectives the
gorkers cannot develop all
their capacity through the

fimits which the economic plan
imposes which reduces planning
to the individual factory and

also because they make
circulate proposals for
workers to buy the factory and
because the leadership
exercises various forms of
pressure,

The decision of the
leadership to use the
referendum is very

important.it has defended the
referendum In the middle of
the great pressure of sectors
of the bureaucracy displaced
through thls process and in
the wmiddie of the glgantic

campaign of the world
capitalist system which
presents Gorbachev as

defeated. !t Is also Indicative

- masses.At the same +time

international Secretariat

of the changes In the USSR
that while in the past +he
bureaucracy resorted to

repression and with arrogant
rethods to resolve all the
probliems,now I+ must seek even
with limited forms and timidly
t6  support itself on the
the
masses have demonstrated that

they ©an  intervene in  the
political struggle with great
maturity as with the

mobilisation of the miners,the
strikes and mobiiisations of
other categories against the
economic reforms and with the
massive participation in the
recent referendum.in the first
phasas of the political
struggle  which does not
exclude the possibitity of
bioody forms to defeat the
mafias which have developed at
the level of some republics
and of central apparatuses in
the economy, the participation
of the - masses will be
decisive,giving full tife +o
soviet functlioning and workers
control  of production and
distribution,

i+ s an error to limit the

rignt to strike iIn the
workers state.The right fto
strike is a fundamental
instrument 4o correct the
bureaucratic

deviations,inequallity In work

and In wages.Confronting the
strike the leadership places
the objectives of production
above the soclal objectives
of the workers state and
commits the same error as when
it discusses the economy with

criteria strictly of
efficiency and
productivity.The strike is

certainly going fto provoke a
reduction in this sense, but
i+ 1z golng to promote an
increase In experience and In
potitical participation of
people which Is going to make
the workers state progress. I+
is only the progress of the
workers state,of the political
life and of the participation
of masses which Is goling +to
mean that in the future It
will no longer be necesary to
resort to measures llke the
strike.The demand for the
resignation of Gorbachev only
comes from some groups of the

strikers and expresses any way
the necessity for the working
class to intervene
politically,but I+ Is not the
whole working class which s

demanding this when an
alternative leadership does
not exist.

Al the leaderships of the




world communist movement find
themselves unprepared for this
present process which
shows many new aspects.They do
not have the historic
experlence or fradition.All
their  past of conciliation
with caplitalism has disarmed
the communist leaderships in
front of the elevation of the
tasks which are to develop the

workers states to more
advanced forms, towards
socialism and the necessity
to iead a world anti

capitalist struggie, much more

extensive and
profound.lLeaders who a few
months ago could govern the
workers states or the
communist parties of the
capitalist worlid today are

displaced or in the empirical
search of solutions like the
{tatian communists.it Is not
only a question of their being
bureaucrats and many continue
considering themselves as
communists,.They want communism
in their own way, but they
have nelther the theoretical
nor political nor
organisational preparation.¥e
appeal for the realisation of
a pubiic discussion in  the
communist and soclalist
movement on the perspactives
for the  construction of
sociallism;the USSR,Cuba,China
and the large communist
parties must  take the
initiative in this
discussion."Socialism s a
necessity of {ife® as was
posed by Cde Posadas and it is
with this conviction that they
can approach the discussion of
alil the problems in an
objective manner.The division
in the former communist party
in ltaly s a blow for
socialism and It Is necesary
that atl the communist
. movement discusses these
problems and calls for the
unification of the communist
forces in {taly as in
Spain,Greece and France,
Capitalism is in full dispute
in the middlie of the greatest
crisis of all its history.With
the display of the greatest
~fire power of recent +times
with bombardments a thousand
times superior to those of the
second wor ld war, North
American imperialism has
secured much less than It got
Cin 1945,1t has not succeeded
in smashing the will of the
Arab and Palestinian masses
and hence now ‘they cannot
provide a political szolution
which contlinues +he military
action,

The American army has
experimented with new types of

arms,has developed special
devices to  produce  mass
extermination~!ike the

bombardments in the cities or
the kitlings of lragqi soldiers
fieeing in disorder from
Kuweit—~ but they nonetheless
were obliged to desist when a
part of the American
leadership and the Israelis

wished to continue towards
Baghdad, because they felt
that the war was going to
convert itself into the feared
"New Vietnam®,The first
uprisings of the Iraqul
population were against the
North American invasion;people
under the bombardments
understood that thelr
leadership was defecting and
came out to organise

resistence. !t Is thus that i+t
Is verified that Iimperialisn
saved Saddam, so that he could
confront the social movement
which was developing.!t saw
that if Saddam was liquidated,
the volid could be filled by
the  anti imperialist and
communist opposition.if this

had happened, the war on the
part of Iraq would have been
transformed into a
revoiutionary war of

liberation with the support of
the Arab and Palestinian
populations.The mobifisation
against the war throughout the

world,the great anti
imperialist wmobilisation of
the Arab and Palestinian
populations ~ outside the

conduct of their camarrilias
and Dbourgeois leaders like
those of Saudie Arabia,Egypt
and Syria~joined to  the
unified policy of the
Soviets,Chinese,Cubans,Yemenis
and the Iranians, made
imperialism realise that the
conditions for a®" new Vietnam®
were developing. Imperialism
has repressed and will s+ild
do so in the Middle East as it
is doing now with  the
Paiestinians In  "{iberated®
Kuweit,but the fact that Baker
must deal with the
Palastinians face to face when
the Palestinians are a grain

compared with  the great
American forces, shows that
the “desert stora® has
achieved nothing,.The Arab
masses do not feel
defeated;if they had had

means, leadership and had been
able to participate In a war

where imperifalism could have
conquered ,then it would be
possible to speak of
defeat.They saw ‘that Saddam

defected. Imperialism had to
save the life and half of nis
miiitary force-the only case

of  such a8 situation in
history- so thet he could
contain the opposition.The

situation of the Saudie,Syrian
and Egyptian leaderships In
the cemp opposed to the Arab
peoples, has destroyed the
hopes of those who espouse the
“Arab cause™.A world campaign
is necessary for the
withdrawal of the imperialist
forces from the region and the
" construction of the
perspective of the federation
of revolutionary and soclialist
countries of the Middle FEast

so that their economies are
planned together and their
social and cultural fife

progresses with the democratic
participation of atll +the

peoples including the
israelis,

Imperialism has conducted a
totally ineffective and murky
war.if transitoriiy it has
gained a milltary success,
this is due to the fact that
on the side of Irag and the
rest of the world there did

not exist the Ileadership to

transform the war Into a
revolutionary war,Saddam
behaved Iike the Argentine
mititary when they occupied

the Malvinas islands;they gave
an  anti imperialist Dblow
without having the Intention
of  taking that path.The
Argentinlans and Saddam
obtained popular support, but
acted without +the
intervention of the masses,|f
people had intervened, first
it would have been to smash
the yanks and then to get rid

of Saddam. Hence the latter
prefered to surrender than
organise any popular

resistence.Thus Saddam allfied
with Imperialism again at the
end of the war.The infention
of the Yanks was to destroy
the iraql revolutionary state
and hence the immense
destruction of the masses and

of the productive apparatus.
Saddam continued with the
reprassion of the

Shiites,communists and Kurds
and thus Imperialism does not
ask for payments for the war
damage.Saddam has pald with
this repression.

The fremendous damage caused
by this bombardment of Iraq
and Kuweit showed that the!
“liberation® of Kuwelit was of
{ittle concern.if Saddam had
not invaded Kuweit, there
would have  been another
pretext and if the weakness of
the soviets had not permitted
using UNO as a cover, they
would have used other

excusas,but this war the Yanks
have had to make and had been
prepared for it for some time,
The attack on Libya in 1986
did not find the conditions

Continued on Page 4.
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Behind Lanbergis and the
ultranational movements of
Lithuania and of +the other
soviet republics,there iIs the
effort of world imperialism to

dismantie the USSR.I+ Is
another way of making war
declared in traq,if not
dectared here against the

workers state.The appeal of
Landbergis for the support of
troops from NATO +o defend
their government against the
soviet army Is +to find an
echo,a support from
imperialism which i+ malntains
as a permanent threat against
the soviet leadership and
Gorbachev,

The left has to be quite
clear on this Issue before
making criticisms of the
soviet leadership.These are
not problems of “nationallty”
which are belng posed in the
Soviet Unlon because the
soviet workers state Is the
force which has unified the
peoples more than any other In
the whole of human history,
developing the economy,culture
and social relations of the
population of the most
backward peoples.in splite of
the crisis which Is happening
now,the level of soclal and
economic relations and of the
life of the wmasses In the
Soviet Union compared with the
same nationallities which have
remained In countries undgr

capitalist control from the
Kurds to the Afghans is very
superior,

Capitalism bases Itself on
competition, on the fact that
the power which can do more
dominates.Hence they have
never solved the problems of
nationalities in the world for
centuries, On the contrary, I+
has maintained and promoted
divisions,confliicts, inequalit]
es between countries,and
nationalities to secure Its
dominion,dividing in order +o
rule the better.

Al the revolutionaries must
support the will of the soviet

government expressed through
Gorbachev, when It poses the
defence of the Soviet Union,
when I+ intervenes with the
objective of not allowing the
establishment of a bourgeols

regime in Lithuania.The
project of the new
Constitution establishing new

relations between the soviet

republics has much
importance,the same as the -
referendum over the new
consitution throughout +the
USSR,

There Is a great weakness In
the CPSU and hence It is the
Red Army which thas been
weighing more and impeliing a
direct intervention in
Lithuania as in other
situations where the local
bureaucracy wants to cause 3
separation from the USSR.But
the army has not Intervened
alone.in the mobi!isations.The
workers collectives,the
cltizens committees
stimufated by the appeals of
Gorbachev have also Intervened
against the government of
Landbergis and also  the
minority Communist party.The
working class seeks to weligh
in this erisis and does 1+ In
part when i+ succeeds in
rejecting the Increases iIn
prices,when 1+ wages the
struggle against the
speculators,the mafias when 1t
rejects the so-called co-
operatives which are simple
centres for the enrichment of
some at the expense of the
population,But the fatter
still does not have sufficlent
possibilities of Intervening
In the soviets,to make of them
instruments of contro! and of

the struggle against the
bureaucracy and all its vices,
to  control the economy,to

intervene In planning for the
benefit of all the USSR, %o
intervene in the International
pollicy of the USSR.For this It
is necessary that the CPSU

fully integrates Itself with
this objective. 28 January
1991 European Bureau.

The intervention of th
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e soviet miners damages the bureaucracy.
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and hence the Yanks did not
continue, but It already
showed what the Yanks were
preparing.This war s not an
event in Itself,They are going
to have to find the means to
continue It.War is an inherent
necessity for the existence
and functioning of the
capitalist system.!t is the
main instrument for  the
maintaining of its power in
front of the growth of the
revolutionary world process
and to settle accounts between

the great capitalist
countries.

Capitalism has accumulated
fncurable contradictions

between the United States and
Europe~France,Germany, |taly-

between the United States and
Japan,between Japan and
Europe  and they have no
solution because they cannot
resolve it with the
{iquidation of one or other of
the competitors.None,including

the Americans fee! that they
have the security to conguer
and occupy the position of the
vanquished.On - the contrary
they feel that +this space
would be utilised by the
revolution,by the workers
states.This is the reason that
+hey have not launched new
military wars among
themselves.!t s a direct
result of the existence of the
workers states and of the
world revolution,Through the
war with Iraq, they sought to
adjust matters between them.lit
has been an indirect war.North
American capitalism has sought

to impose on the rest of
capitalism its mifitary
predominance against the
economic power of the

others.And this against all
the euphoria which capitalism
tried to demonstrate in these

moments, Is going to express
itself in future and more
acute erises.Already an

important  part of the world

- bourgeoisie is paying for the
in the

results of the war
gulf, not only in the direct

biil which corresponds to each

one of the great capitalist
powers, in part rejected by the

Germans and the Japanese, but

in the damage *to many
important Industries in Europe
and Japan which are closing
factories and dismissing the
labour force because many
sales have been lost In the
Middie East +to the United
States and Britain.

Capltalism affter having
massacred the lraqul people Is
preparing to deal with the
masses of their respective
countries.The communists and
the soctalists and the workers
centres have not been prepared
to answer this process.it s
necessary to reject all the
efforts to make the masses pay
for the results of the war.
Nationallisation of every
factory which is to be closed
or dismisses workers!iWorkers
control and a complete worker
and popular plan to convert

the factories produciﬁg
military equipment! |t is
necessary for a united front
of the communist and soclalist
parties,of the +trade union
centres and of the peace
movements and of the left with
a programme of Iiquidation of

the capltalist system and

against NATO in Europe,
Capltalism  has emerged

weakened by the war All the

tyictors® are In crisis.Major
Is in dispute with sectors of
the conservative party,Kohl
has to seek an alliance with
the Social Democrats to
confront the great soclal
reaction in Germany.The French
soclalists divide pubdblicaliy
and the Italian government
falls and reappears , losing
on the way the Repubiican
party which was the firmest
supporter of the American
attack agalinst Ilrag.Capitalism
with the war has unvelled all
its contempt for life and
human progress and the
repudiation by the masses and
the petit bourgeoisie is going
+0 be expressed in the next

social struggles which are
going to acquire in a rapid
form anti capitalist and
socialist  conclusions  and
proposals."Capitalism Is war

and Socialism
observation by Lenin is today
more and more on the agenda.
Caplitalism cannot be led to
reason In a loglical and
objective form.it is opposed
to the progress of sclence,of
inteliigence and human
relations.But +the masses of
the worid particutarly the
young want to construct better
human relations.For its part
capitalism offers the massacre
in Iraq to defend its
power, its fyay of
{ife".Capitalism wants to make
I+ appear that it was a
necessity to kill 300,000
people,The masses of the world
demonstrated against the war
and condemned what they called

the ‘“petroleum war®, The
results of.  the war for
capitalism will be

catastrophic;the abyss between
the capltalist leadership and
the social base of the petit
bourgeoisie has opened up
more than ever,

The  discussion in belng
raised again in the world
communist movement over the
fnevitabllity of the atomic
war as posed by Cde Posadas.An
fmportant part of the
communist leadership and that
of the workers states  have
been convinced that
imperialism conscious that the
launching of a new war was
going also to mean also its
own destruction, would modify
fts behaviour containing its
fnstincts to conserve and
perpetuate Its power,On this

basis I+ was possible +to
induce it to reason and
convince it of the need for
disarmament,of the world
democratic goverament and thus
i+ was possible that
capitalism might function

is peace®,.This

without being bound to class
interests which it had
constructed in the economy and
soctety.The gulf war has
fiquidated these false
perspectives of the feft.
Another element which reveals
+he weakness of the caplitalist

system Is the situation  of
the workers states of eastern
Europe,particufarly those In
which leaderships have
appeared which propose Yo
facititate the entry of

capitalism and of the market
economy and the dismantiling of
all state property and
centralised
Poland,Hungary,Czechoslovakia
and particularly the former
DDR have all seen the retreat
in the standard of living and
productive
structure.Capitalism has not
been able and {s not going to
be able to Integrate these
countries in its world
structure, but use them simply
as a market for some of Its
products or In a speculative
way.The German  bourgeoisie
with  ali its power is
incapable of giving a solution
for the population of the
former DDR that does not lead
to its being of second class
status.The recent
mobilisations,the eggs being
thrown at Kohi,tike the
reactions in
Czechosiovakia,the social vold
with the Walesa government In
Poland,the electoral results
in Roumania and Albania shows
that the structure of the
workers state~ a living force
in the population~ Is seeking
to react and glve an answer to
the lack of revolutionary
jeadership.All these countries
are governed by old
bureaucratic layers who have
changed their loyalties
overnight, showing how weak
was  their allegiance to
communist principles and the
great movements which have
determined Important changes
in 1989 have been partly

disorganised or prevented from

intervening. !t Is necessary to
open an extended debate over
the experience of the
construction of the workers
states on the necessity of
democratic development  and
planning  together of thelr

economies, to advance towards
superior forms of the
development of socialism.There
s no capitalist perspective
for these countries.Capitalism

can only provide massacres as |

in lraq or what it has done In
the former DDR.It can glve
nothing more in this process
of inter caplitalist
concentration and struggles
against the world
revolution.Capitalism says the
misery o which these
countries must submit is the
result of the "management of
so many years of
commun i sm® . And Peru? This
country has always been under
+he control of capitalism and
who

planning.

Is responsible for the |

backwardness in which it now

lives?The wortld anti
capitalist struggle is
preparing for important

leaps,the mobilisation of the
masses of +the worid against
the imperialist war shows that
the world relation of forces

are favourable to the
revolution and an anti
capitalist policy.The
capitalist system has governed
all the  history of Latin

Amerfca and has shown itself
incapable of resolving the
most elemental problems of the
backwardness In which people
live,imperialism exhibited In
the gulf war the most complex
means placed at the service of
exterminating human beings and
in Peru they do not move a
finger to contain the
extension of the cholera
epidemic.The Latin American
bourgeoisie is degenerating,
as Is shown by the governemts
of Brasil and Argentina.The
great strikes in these
countries,the condemnation of
the regime of Pinochet,the
success of the soclalist
priest In Hal+i,the advance of

the guerrilias in El Salvador

and the progress of the
Sandinistas which as an
opposition stilt work as the
{eadership of

Nicaragua,prepare the future
progress In the quality of the
struggles in Latin America
which will be §inked much more
with the objective of the
Cuban workers state.White
capitalism In Letin America In
altiance with imperlalism has
produced cholera in Peru,Cuba
exports health throughout the
world increasing lts authority

the
next

and I¥s influence In
objective of the

struggles in the reglon.

in Africa a series of
revolutions have liqulidated
dictatorships which appeared
to be eternal, such as those
of Barre in Somalia,and also
Mali and great mobitisations.
in Morocco and Algeria have
elevated enormously the
security and political
experience of the masses. In
South Africa the policy of
Mandela for the unification of

the ANC and of PAC make
possible the overcoming of
tribal disputes and the
political elevation of the
liberation movement.The
proposal for a new

constitution by the ANC is not
going to be accpeted by the

South African bourgeoisie
which lacks the strength to
confront i+:the world
bourgeoisie is eliminating
sanctions against the

Apartheid regime to support
Klerck.We  appeal for the
deveiopment of a world united
front Ian  support of the
{iberation movements and of
the antl Imperiatist and anti
capitalist struggle throughout
the worid.We appeal for a
discussion of the experience
of the construction of the

workers states,particularly
+he changes In the Soviet
Union,with the security that

the progress which the
political revolution is
preparing is going to generate
immense energifes throughout
the worid.

22 April,1991
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capitalism are now seeking to
pedal proportional
representation as the panacea
for all, This Is actually an
admission that the old system
cannot work.But It is dwarfed

hy the process which Is
developing.Capitalism hopes
through PR to galin new

agreements among men of %good

Cwill® to save thelr demented

system.The Crown Prince has
given his approval as he
hopes to save the monarchy. In
spite of the refusal of the
labour apparatus to conduct
any serfous anti
struggles,the conditions for a
reanimated labour left are
being fald. Capitalism
constantiy aims to conceal its

own lack of perspective save
war, by criticising the
workers states,but that will
not solve its problems
stemming from growing
unemp {oyment, the ~ housing
crisis and wholesale

dismissals from the "caring"
health service.The labour left

capitalist

nas to develop a more coherent
opposition In the trade unfons
to the collaboration of the LP
jeadership with capitalism.The
expulsgion of the fabour
counciliors in Liverpool is an
example of a process which is
going to gather momentum when
the apparatus will not be able

to  deliver sofutions on
gaining office.There is no
alternative to develop & new

party apart from the process
in the Labour party, but as in
the recent process in Italy
the vanguard Is not goling to
tolerate forever the crass
consensus with capitalism.i¥
will weigh in the unions and
outside.

For a planned economy under
the direct controil of the
working class!factories about
to close to be nationalised
under workers control {For
popular committees to control
pricesiCut with the
monarchyl.For a Soclalist
republic on the baslis of a
Federation of Britain and
ireland! Out of NATO.!10.5.91.
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Editorial

The Fiasco of the conservative

government and the need for an

anti capitalist policy and

programme.
The electoral games of
British capitalism continue

while the system becomes more
and more unmanageable.The most

absurd "initiatives® are
faunched about *citizens
rights"® and "aducational

reform® when It is abundantiy

clear +that the economy s
waaker  than ever hefore, If
the infrastructure and

social servicses left much to
be desired In the past when
capitaiism had more resources
than at present, then there is
no possibility of improvements

now.Social differentiation
will increase In  all areas
of {ife such as

education,health,and transport,

The privileged witl benefit

while the mass  of the
population,particuiarily the
milifons of poor people will
get nothing.Any recovery from
the devestating siump will be

{imited,The fabour party
apparatus wages no  serious
struggle. involving the

population hecause they have
no desire to implement soclal
change,Y¥han the odious
Thatcher appeared in
parliament to drivel on about

how marvel fous pariiament
was,the labour leaders were
very respectful.in this way
they showed their

identification with capitalism
and that the bourgeois order

for them is a sacred
raesponsibility.
On the International earens

it is also obvious that the .

imperialist powers have no
interest in extending economic
ald to the Soviet Union so as
to facilitate the concliiiatory
policies of the soviet
leadership.The warning by the
haad of the KGB that
imperiafism only wants to
break uyp the Soviet Union

simply exprasses the reality
of the sifuation,The
confrontation between the two
systems is fundamental,The top
layers of the soviet
bureaucracy as was analysed
by Cde Posadas , through the
- economic reforms seek to free
themselves from the workers
state,but the workers state
In the Soviet Union is marked
by a superlor social relation

~in Moscow or

in the population.This cannot

be disiodged and will
inevitably confront whatever
economic policies are

imptemented that oppress the
population and give advantage

o privileged layers.
Yeltsin,Shevernazde etc are
simply the detritus of the

hureausracy now sseking to go

back to . their menshevik
origins which was a
contributory factor to  the

formation of Stalinism.What is
nappening in the Soviet Unlon
is not & c¢risis of the soviet
people, but of the bursaucracy

which is falling.lmperialism
sanses all this and hence 1t
has 0o intention or

possibility of mekingattempts
to Tstructure - a. "  new
bourgecisie in the Soviet
Union.1f there are large votes
teningrad for
rightest ssctors,it must be
recalled that the old
bureaucracy ran into millions
and this clientele still
exists and can influence the
most bhackward lauyers of the
population on a transitory
basis.The election of Yeltsin
as  head of the Russian
Republic is solely due to his
attacks on the bureaucracy.At
the same time he is now well
and truly caught , because he
has no  programme  outside
aconomic reforms  which witl
not endear him or his kind to
the soviet proletariat.it will
be for the communist left to
develop greater links with the
population and sovietise the
workers state that is the real
return to Bolshevism,That Is
the struggle that is now going
on in the CPSU.

imperialism has been most put
out by the response of the
Yugosiav army to the efforts
of the Slovene bursaucrats to
break up  Yugoslavia. The
tatter country has suffered
from the vices of bureaucratic
disintegration resulting from
the turn to self
management.Slovenia, like
Lithuania in the Soviet Unfon
has developed layers of
former bureaucrats anxious to
enter the capitalist fold,Such

sectors utitise the just
desires of the population to
finish with the corrup
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buraaucracy at the centre and .

thus  Justify a preactionary
turn  against the workers
state,World capitalism enters
with its sticky fingers to
participate in 2 form of
Balkanisation and in practice
+o try to make Slovenia a new
colony of capitalism.All this
has to be seen as part of the
world struggle of capitalism
Varsus socialism,The
resofution of issuss such as
these are linked +to the final
encounter between the  two
systems,The Yugoslav army has
acted as the representative of
what remains. of. the workers

state of Yugoslavia and as an

extension of the Red Aray.

{mperialism has
sought to gain some wmilitary
advantage in the Middle East
by pulverising  lrag,now it

increases tension by
threatening renawed
intervention, lsraell bombers
attack i.ebanon and the
daspotic regime in  Kuwelt
patronised by western
fmperialism Terrorises the
Palestinians.Here too all ths
sonditions ars aggravated

towards the final encounter,it
{3 not by chance that ssctors
in the Chinese communist party
spaak of Imperiatism preparing
to wipe out the soclialist
state-a marked change from the

{ine of DengXfaoping and his
placing of American
imperialism and  the Soviet

Union on the same plane.

The issue of the relations
with Europs are preoccupying
British capitalism. Clearly
8ritish capitalism has +o be
in Europe where its main market
iles, But Franco Serman
capitalism is dominant there
and the Thatcher tendency
wants to maintain a pseudo
independence from Europe 30 as
to continue to  be the
representative of the Yanks,
that is*  the Atlantic
allifance of free trade +to
incorporate several countries
in Eastern Europe against the
Franco German block, As

British capitalism Is feebls
in front of the GCuropean
a2conomies , there is also the
azed to develop a "national®
stance against the rest of
Europe who will be blamed $or
averything that goes wrong.la
fact there is no capitalist

solution for EZurope .The
tensions that exist and divide
the conservatives are

insyitable.They divide the LP

apparatus also.No discussion
of a Soclalist Europe is
devetloped of any Importance
by  the {abour feft.The
problems of the cantral

bank,unified currency are the
problems of the bolrgeoisie, it

is necessary for the trade
unlons and the LP left to
devetop 2 discussion with the
Zuropean feft for a
socialist orientation towards
Europe,with the perspactive of
2 Sociallist United States of
Europe, Incorporating the
Soviet Union,

The orisis over the Walton
election has interesting
features which In wmicrocosnm
say a great deal about the
situation in Britaln and wiil
he further ampiified In our
boiumns.The LP apparatus
claims a great victory over
the Miilitant apparatus,but the
issues ralsed by this election
are not going to go away.The
policy of expulsions of the
jeft wing devised by the LP
apparatus In Liverpoo! is not
a sign of strength but of
graat weaknass,On the
question of +the expelled
fabour counciliors actually
contesting a ssat against the
LP apparatus,there is nothing

incorrect in this in
itself.What has to be
discussed carefully in these
circumstances is policy and

programme so as to educate a
marxist current in the LP.The
election should be used fto
facilitate a marxist left in
the LP 1o link with the labour
masses.The ideas of grand

entry ~ism,hoplng Yo capture

. group

“school  of

t+he LP apparatus Is doomed to
failure and has besan
particuiarly farcical in
L.iverpool ,where in the past
one apparatus le the militant
in local government
simply replaced another.These
jssues can be quite complex,
and require a clear world
parspective. We salute the
efforts of the left labour
councitfors to combat the
open alliance with capitalism
of the LP leadership.The LP

. apparatus which supported the

nurderous war against the
people of lraq has nothing to
do with socialism.They have
fearat -thein methods  at the
stalinism le
expelling socialism in the
name of socialism. However the
stalinists thought they were
forever and now they are In
the bin.The same will happen
to the labour bosses .The form
of this downfall is not clear
at the moment, but fall they
will with the rest of the
capitalist system.

t+ is necessary to utlilise
the experience of the Walton
elaction to  re- animate
discussion in the left ssctors
of +he . Labour party  to
arepare for the more
favourable conditions which
inavitably are going +o
undermine the pro capitallst
feadership of  the Labour
party.This means far grester
clarity on the course of the

wortd revolution and the
significance of the changes In
the Soviet Union in
particular.7.6.91,
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The Defeat of the Nazis and the formation of the workers states
October 1973. 4. Posadas.

in Eastern Europe.
{50th anniversary of the nazi attack on the Soviet Union)

On the occasion of +the fiftieth anniversary of
the Soviet Union,June 22
1941, we publiish some extracts from the writings
historie signiflicance of

the nazi

of Cde Posadas on the
the +riumph of the Soviet Union and
victory was limited by the lack of

gttack

(>34}

somehow It

since
why this
communist

will
capitalism which
1939 ,Because
then,aithough
smaller wars
workers movements ssek to

g0 avway.it will
fed to world war
has not baen a

millilons have

in VYietnam etc the

there

not.lt
in 1914 and in
worid

leaders

¥as

war
died in
of the

ignore the problem.War

parties with the Bolishevik programme of taking is endemic to capltatism.it is the logic of the
povwer, laws of competition the fogliec of the famousg™

Today. ‘imperialism led by the United States market economy® . Politics and BEONOMY are
represents the nazism of ‘this epoch.They -are tinked,although the hired prize fighters as Marx
preparing for a new effort to liguidate +the called then of the capitalist social order
Soviet Union.Compared with the nazis of Hitler's pretend they are not.The reason why There has
time, they have to act with much more not baen a worid conflict betwsen the
dissimulation.Their fascist intentions are capitalist powers is fThat they find the main
concealed by all +he gibberish of Ydemocratic® saemy is the Soviet Unifon which in 1917
itberalism.Thus they murder hundreds of exprogriated capitalism, Today with ail +the
+housands of lraquis and call i+ a% just war for guff about world co-cperation,the Yankse war
peace”. The reason that they hesitate and may machine surrounds the HSSR with mifitary
continue to do so for sams +ims, is that they hases.As Cde Posadas argued, sumanity  has

Xnow the
soviets

away with
technical

of the

fmperfalism will
the capitalist social

The

try to avold the

When the nazils attacked the
USSR-aided in +his by  the
criminal policy of Stalin-the
masses of the worid were fully
alerted.The soviet . working
class defended +he USSR in a
way which no other class in

world 1is
have

imperialism,.Moreover
Imperjatism have no fighting will.They can
combats against snall

final

communist

against them
the means
armed

to
the

forces

nations through

and that the

chieved
destroy achi

of

get 1217, ths

sufficient
communism.it has assimifated
dofeat of the nazis and the anew stage
in the Soviet Union, hWave voted
for the unity angd socialist perspsctive of fhe

confideonce

where the masses

to
the experisncses of
2

sonstruct

superliority,but the erosion of fthe 1558  and where the workers state sa2eks Yo
authority of capitalism means that in  the event unburden itself of the bureaucracy.The togic aof
encounter,the armed forces of +hat is the fusion with the world revolution.
disintegrate with the rest of
orders,
and soclalist parties of today
tasue of world war as though
nazism was doomed.A sense of get rid  of Stalin or of weakened ~the  nazis  end  characteristic.
victorious confidence swept Hitler.The task was to destroy sarticularly the {talians The war was not a triumph of
Furope and stimulated the Hitter,The soviet people did :they decomposed the itallan democratic® fmperialism
partisans who were confronting 1OT give way fo their social army.The soviet massss gave agalnst nazi imperialism.No it
the' nazis and their ‘own @nger  agaiast  Stalin, - but food to tfatian trowps and  was the .masses of the USSR
national capitalists.Thys dedicated themselves to bring won them .After  ¥he war which transmitted their
Stalingrad must be seen as the down Hitler the historic deciarations by an Itelian historic security +hat it
start of a enemy . offleer showed how diffieult was possible to overthrow . the

history ever  defended a
country  before.it did so
practicaliy without means.The
soviet working class did not
make a centre of Stalin Hitler
hoped that the soviet working
class would bring Stalin down
or would let the nazis enfer
passively in order to get rid
of him.Before +the USSR was
attacked ,Trotsky had written
showing that the masses would
defend the Soviet Unlon tYooth
and nail,

Stalingrad was the centre for
historic change.The defence of

Stalingrad by the soviet
masses inspired a sense of
authority and a resolve fo

renew the fight against the
caplitalist system.Europe was
soon to glve birth 1o new
workers states and even with
Stalln  the soviet masses
continued to work according to
the conclusion  that soclalism
was beling constructed.The
masses acted throughout on the
basis that this was entirely
on the agenda.The soviet
masses felt no sense of terror

in front of the nazi
threat.During the war they
were not cowed and the
invasion did not make them

panic.That resistence inspired
the rest of the world masses
and showed what ar immense
capacity and resource existed
in the worid to defeat +he
capitalist system.By 1943 i+
was already obvious +hat

new stage ,not
quite of regeneration but a
stage in which all the seeds
were SOWn for
‘regeneration.Thus +the Hitler-
Stalin pact was against the
German revolution and was
counter revolutionary, but the
defence of the Soviet Unlon
and the confrontation with

Hitler was not. This dual
policy was not decided by
Stalln, but by the
contradictory nature of the
workers state that had
degenerated and whose

{eadership was reactionary.in

the end It was not reaction
but revolution which decided
the evolution of this
contradiction,The historic
legitimacy of the workers
state was confirmed and we
base our confidence in  the
knowledge that history has

ratified the legitimacy of the
workers state.

The soviet masses created
Generals,they produced
leaders,military co-ordination
and the necessary arms in the
actual coursse of the war
itself.The nazis were never
capable of producing such a
creative capacity because the
vanguard of +the proletariat
would not have given them one
fota of support.The Soviet
Union had this support and the
nazis could never have it

There was no doubt In the USSR
on the question of whether to

it was the soviet massas who
made the resistenca,who
determined the defenge of the
Soviet ‘Union,the continuity
and the sxtension of the USSR
to the rest of the world.lt
was the soviet masses who held
the attention of the world
who contained the massacres of
Statin and reanimated part of
the Holshavik tean to
intervens agaln, to extend the
revoiutionary struggle. it
showed the immense force of
the workers state bdbecause no
capitalist eregime could do
this.The bourgecisie of Europe

were ubterly shattered, The
Frens hourgeoisie were
divided into +wo tendencises

and from one of them de Gaulle
emerged and in Britain It was
the same,in the USSR there was
no division;the homoganeity of
the WorKers state was
determined by the superior
strength of stfatified property
and by the invincible strength
of the soviet massas.if the
goviet masses had not
unconditionsily supported the
workers state,it would have
succumbed,. Thay would have
created currents of .alllance
with the nazis,as did a small
bureaucratic layer of  no
transcendant importance.in the
most difficult conditions,the
soviet  masses demonstrated
their historic security.During
the nazi blockade, they

2

i+ was to  convince  the
soldiers to fight agalinst the
Soviet Union.And they had to
to shoot soldiers because Phay

did not want to fight against
the soviets, |+ was the soviet
people which them,. There
were many of thess casss.lt
happened in the German army
also, but there it was much
more diffficult, Hitler made
changes in the. German army
because he was afraid that a
prolonged stay of the soldiers
at the front would mean their
being affected by the soviet
population.Every thrze months
they «changed. the army in

wWon

Hungary,Czechoslovakia and
Roumania because the soldiers
not only soldiers but
peasants. The fTriumph of the
USSR stimulated again the
development of the
revolutionary wor b d
struggle,but not the Communist
international, The Ll was
dissolved and some commmunst
parties were dissolved and
reorganised on & basis of
conciliation.These communist
parties did not have and were

ware

not supported on any
revolutionary experience and
alt developed as a

consequence from the policy of
*  socialism in a single
country®,.Thus every communist
party had ita national
path,its national

capitalist regime 'in Germany
and In italy.

in ttaly the communist panrty
could  have overthrown  the
capitalist regime and did not
do  z0.The bourgeoisie were
divided into fwanty
fractions,there was the king,

the monarchist fractions, the

enemies of the monarchisrs
sthe  republicans and the
socialists.The bourgeoisie had
no power in {taly and the
guerililas . could have taken
power.The guerillias were the
power,they made ‘“soclalist
republics® each on their own
account.And they could have
done the same In France,.But
the lack of policy of the
{talian communist party,
pravented the unification of
the guerrilla war against the
nazis with the problem of
aholishing capitalism,

The communists did not have
tradition,antecedents,historic
hases,security or confidence
in the masses.Thus they handed
back power.if they had had

confidence in the
massas,developed  az a2 force
which had confidence in the

masses they would have taken
power, They did not take it as
a -result of negligence or
cowardice.The communist  and
socialist masses had shown an
immense courage,but “they did

Continued on Page 4.
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rmomage 10 J. Posadas on the tenth anniversary of his death.

On the 2% May 1981 Cde
Posadas died.He was sixty
nine and had a heart attack.He
aiso  had many works to
zompiete,We fesl +the loss of
this comrade as on the day he
died.Always we take with us
the thought of what he would
nave elaborated and how he
would - have intervened in
these last ten years in the
tife of humanity which has
saen such great world events.

But  beyond  knowing  the
particular foresights of
Posadas today or
tomoreow, 1t necessary to
think of the historic
significance of his work,on
the  contribution ‘which he
brought to affirm and elevate
the marxist method of thinking
and of working in soclety and
in human life in general,

for
is

Posadas wrote and thought
not for the immediate
serspactives of

strikes,revolutions or even of

_wars  against the capitalist
regine, but to affirm
principies in  the soclaiist

organisation of thumanity in
the future,

An essential basis of his
thought Is the security that
socfalism Is a necessity of
auman  1ife and  the workers
states are an instrument of
history to construct it on &
#orid scale,and as  part of
that fundamentally the Soviet
Union.Continuing *the thought
of  Trotsky in  defencs of
marxism, which meant to defend
the Soviet Union in splite of

and  agalnst  the stalinist
bureaucracy,Posadas. developed
the security that  the USSR
aftrer the Second World War was
in  proscess of tiberating

itself from the cancer of ths
buresusracy and returning to

fulfitl its historic function
| that is,making the Russian
revoiution as a point  of
support of the  worid
ravolution and of the
socialist transformation of
the world, The sartial

regensration is the form which
this process of changes and of

the nolitical revolution
takes s

Ten vyears after 1981,%his
PrOCEsSs of partial

| regeneration appesrs with very
different forms from those

posed by Posadas.He did not
k pose sonerately the
nossibility of a workers state
being terminated.The DDR as a
workers state has been
eliminated from *the map of
Furope and various bourgeois
leaderships have appeared in
the workers states in Eastern
furope., The market economy has
become the panscea of the
communist {eaderships and
communist parties change thair
aames, Thus many communists and
some comrades of the
international ftself, have

drawn the conclusion that
partial regeneration and the
nistoric re-encounter  have

stopped and all is postponed
to an indeterminate stage and
that there s a possible
scope for a new dominion of a
stalinist bureaucraly.

This orocess can appear o be
chactic or as  an  historic
retrsat,But the application of
Posadism,the marxism of today

makes it clear fthat this
PrOSess has its oW
arder, The sonfldence in the
social  superiority of the

workers state over capltalism
comes from the security that
thae proletarlat of +he Soviet
Unlon 4as  the consciousness
and  the aexperience acquired
from the Russian revolution
‘with  the  triumph  against
nazism of the superiority of

an event confined to {tssif,
but in this worid refation of
forces betwsen the capitalist
system. and the system of
workers and revolutionary
states.,

Humanity is ready for
commmunism and 1+ Is  this
consciousness which determines
existence,Meanvwhile the
sapitalist system continues in
its total and agonised crisis
and has shown In I+s yltimate
perlod that 1+ wan provide

nothing but wars and barbarism
The war in the gulf has bzen
a rytal proof  of the
jmmutable nature of the
capitalist system and leads
with more evidence to the

conclusion which Posadas posed
categorically that capitalism
today as bhefors means war,
Capitalist war today msans war

worid,Capitalism and in

general the regime of private
property Is. finished.in the
historic epoch towards
socialism, even knowing aiso
that a leadership I8 stit}
absent to tead this
process,and  that  there is a

deficiency In the construction
of this leadership, Posadas
educated ati the
revolutionaries of the world
in the optimism  and the
confidence not only In a
distant sociaiist future but 2
socialism which lives today in

the consciousness  of  the
masses of the world and in
the impossibility of  any
{eadership o impose an

important step backward or o

impede revolutionary progress

as In the epoch of Stalinism,
i+ is not ocorrect to g0

texts, it is This experience

of his 1tife which has helped
and will help to construct the
communist leaderhip of
humanity.Posadas worked as a
pubiic property of
numanity,not to organise a
party as an apparatus, but as
a schoo! of communism,

A new mass Communist
international is a necesssity
going beyond all the regional

leaderships of one or other of
+he workers states.The IV
International which comrade

Posadas constructed throughout
his 1ife is part of this
process, Posadas also  posed
that the progress of the world
revolution and of the workers
states puts nscessarily on
the agenda, the historic re—

ancounter with marxism and as
part of this with the Posadist

Is the
any
leadership from

the workers state,This

centre  which impades
bureayeratic
handing  over  the  soviet
yorkers state to capitalism
and on the contrary obliges it
o correct [tseif or to give
way to new leading layers
closer to the soviet
funetion,The bursaucracy is
weakenad,But  the leadership
prapared for the new
conditions does not exist at
this moment,Hence the
sttuation In  Zastern EZurope
is not an historic
retrograession, but a
transitory result of the vold
in the ieadership, while the
masses particuleriy in  the
former  DDR  struggle to rid
themselves of the old
bureaucracy.The element which
prevents any blow at one or
other country leading to an
historic retreat Is the world

structure of the
revolution,Thus also the
thought  of Posadas must be

evalued, as he never analysed

with The
technoiogisal
and  tha rest,All
used - to o make  jokss o about
Posadas saying that he alept
with the atomic bomb ander his
oilfow,and that I+ was madness
o propose the
af the atomic war shove
a1l of posing that humanity
would pass through the atomic
war  and continue fighting and
struggling for soclaliism have
now o recognise his profound
reasoning.

Posadas posed incessantly to
the commonist  vanguard  and
revolutionary vanguard of +the
world,to the lesaderships who
fight for the progress of
humanity Yo rely upon this
world relation of forces whose
basis is that it is
conscliousness which determines
existence and human
relations,that it Is the
intelligence reached by the
masses of the world and not
the economy which determines
the course of the

most advaneed
maEns,atonic
those  who

inevitability

and

seeking immediate answers or
oreseriptions to intergret one
or other fact today in  the

texts of  Posadas,All his
theoretical work was to affirsm
ha principles of the
construction of worid

socialism.Hence Posadas wanted
to dedicate more time to the
history of human
civilisation,He did not have
the opportunity to do it and
left many snalyses which serve
as a basis for study and that
the  Posadist international
desires to publish Integrally.

Posadas posed that without
the struggle for socialisa
1ife had no meaning.This does
not have a volunterist
character,but is the
intelligent conviction that
sociaiism is the future of
humanity.Afl his tife and work
were dedicated to form cadres
and leaderships so that they
might have this understanding
and this security.Human love
informed all the work of
Posadas and together with his

iy iaternational, although he
was not able to foresee the
forms which 1t would taka.No

anparatus is the owner of the
truth, Today all the
bureavcratic apparatuses are

being demolished at the same
time as the agonised crisis
of the capitalist system which
has no capacity to re-place
them and also in the middie of
the revolutionary Intervention
of the masses who seek the

revolutionary  transformation
of the worid.s5+il the
leadership prepared to lead
this Process, does not

exist.The work of Posadas is
valuahie for this construction

and we appeal +to all the
communist,socialist and
nationalist  vanguard,of the
workers states and of the
remaining capitalist states fo
integrate it in  thelr own
organisation,

10 May 1991.6EB
1V Posadist International,




We are llving in an epoch of
events which, like those in
Poland, give a great impulse
to the political
revolution,even if they do not
succeed in completing the
process in toto.lt is also
evident in this that political
changes by means of armed
revolution are not necessary.
Trotsky in his time proposed
the political revolution in
general lines, without being
able to foresee the means,Now
we are in another phase in
which the political revolution
is extending to other
countries,while in the past it
was a question only of the
USSR.What is generally clear
and manifest is that the
political revolution is being
made and the events in Poland
are a part of this,

An important factor which
the communist movement must
understand to be able to
analyse the facts of Poland,
is the different significance
of democracy in capitalism,in

the workers state and in
socialism,The
formulations"democratic
socialism® and "democracy in
socialism® are incorrect.We
are in agreement with the
necessity of democracy in the
workers state,but it is
necessary to pay attention

that it does not give access
to differentiated currents.!t
is possible to have different
currents of opinion in the
ambience of a single objective
which 1Is socialism, but not
currents created from outside
such an objective.

We repeat, we are in
agreement with this conception
which Marx had already
adumbrated which  the
Bolsheviks put into
practice,But speak of

and

to

pluralism is another thing and
those who side with “"socialism
with democracy® do this under
the colours of pluralism.This
tast term implies currents and
tendencies which can also
advance against socialism and
to accept it would be like

From Page 2.

not have the pollicy or the
programme and did not believe
that they could make a
socialist republic.Under the
pressure of Stalin and the
feadership of the USSR ,+hey

handed back power to
capitalism,The stalinist
parties confronted with the
question of power
hesitated,vaciliated and
yielded.Not because the
conditions did not exist

because they did.Now there
will be a return to discussing
again why fthey did not take
power in 1943-45,

They did not have the
conception of taking
power.Thelr idea was to

4 ‘

CAPITALIST AND SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY.
J. POSADAS, EXTRACTS.

The nedenences to Pofand ane o the pantial destmuction

of the bureaucracy, following the fall of Zhe CP Leadenship.
What peveils today undern the adminen of PUlsudshi in vo

uny Avekidates the analysis.The gains of the prewious pocess
in Poland  unden the impact of the progness in the USSR wild

resuwrface.

recognising the right of being
against socialism.Recently a
certain progress has been seen
in those who defend these
positions, even Pf +hey
sustain false principles,

The communist parties who

sustain pluralism or the
*historic compromise® could do
it as a political tactic-
which would be in' general

correct-but not as a
programme. It would be
possible to conceive that as a
tactic for a period during
the so-called" historic

compromise® and the attack to
liquidate capitalism being
strengthened at the same time.

In a workers state all that
could not occur and the
experiences of Poland will

help to understand that it is
possible to discuss with all
the passion and resolution
which the Polish workers
showed and at the same time to
advance towards socialism.
Poland has nothing to do with
"socialism with democracy® but
represents a  development of
democratic rights of the
workers state towards
socialism.in socialism; above
all democracy reaches the
highest levels because is
society itself.

in capitalism democracy is a
right limited to a statute,to
the structure, to the
Constitution of the country
and to the power which guides
it.Democracy exists +to the
extent in which this does not
conflict with the power which
may eliminate i+.The tactic

it

used by the Bolivian military
sectors for example is the
followingza small minority of
the country,the military caste
decides to take the power and
the bourgeoisie lets it do
so.The bourgeoisie speak of
nanti democratic" soldiers,

but they deo not say that to
contain these military
sectors, it is necessary to

dissolve the army and break
it up;this would then be to
admit that those who command
are the masses.

In capitalism, democracy is a
right,whilst in the workers
state i+ has a superior
function,that of levelling out
the social inequalities
produced by unequal
distribution and allowing the
development of the working
class in such a way that this
can influence and lead the
country through the party.it
is the party which leads the
country.The trade unions of
themselves are not at the
level to do it, because they
have a specific function, for
example in a factory .They
cannot abandon the factory to
lead the country;if they did
this they would not succeed in
fulfilling either of the two
functions.But the trade unions
can even if in a limited way
participate in the leadership
of the country,

This is soviet democracy and
not sociatist.The soviet form
is the form of the state and
does not refer only to the
USSR ,but to the whole of the
workers states,not so much in
their present organisation(
they do not all have soviets),
but in the form in which they
are structured,which brings
them close to the soviet
system and to no other.ln the
Soviet Union also the
functioning of the soviet is

superficial;and in the others
the system is not the same but
similar.The next changes In
Poland will be the elimination
of private property in the
land and an improvement of the
soviet system.!t is necessary
to liquidate agrarian property

the "immediate
they catled the

aftrerwards to
and then

eliminate

danger" as
nazis and
develop democracy”

the conditions for power would

be posed. The scientific
preparation of the party did
not exist.They «could have

resolved the problem against
+he nazis and taken power as
they did in Eastern Europe.But
the opportunist,passive and
nationalist conception of the
communist parties prevented
+hem seeing the possibility of
taking power.When they entered
the wer they did so without
any idea of the revolution,
but to remove the nazis or the
tdemocrats® from on top.

1+ was the conditions of the
war which created the

possibitities of the
revolution and elevated the
communist masses to he the
essential factor  of the
revolution against the
communist parties

themselves,.Hence also In each
new workers state which was
formed after the second world
war, there arose divergences
with respect to the USSR which .
were amplified when the soviet
bureaucracy devastated these

workers states plundering
them of almost all their
machinery,production and raw
materials, it was a sacking

made at the expense of these
states,but not to strengthen

capitalism,The Soviet
Union, the bureaucratic
{eadership, although it

without ‘eliminating the
proprietors who are on the
other hand in process of

integration with the workers
state. In the workers states
there exist precedents in
relation to these reforms,
even if with different
results.in China at the
beginning of the

revolution,although the most
important sectors of industry
had been statified,the owners
continued to  manage  their
old firms.They received a good
salary,a good house, office
staff and cars.The Chinese
justified this and with some
reason, saying that the owners
knaw how to direct a factory
while they having Jjust ftaken
power had minimum
experience.The soviets did the
same;lenin created the NEP and
finished by attracting people
who came from the capitalist
apparatus.The Chinese on the
other hand left the old
capitalists to it and they now

form the basis of the present
bureaucracy.

Lenin after the
expropriation said to the

capitaliststinvest and we will
not expropriate you" and’ the
contradictions of capitalism
led them to invest even if
only a little,The French and
the British said" if we do not
invest the Americans will do
it* and they said in their
turn® it will be better if we
invest rather than the French
and the British, also because
the Germans could do it and
develop too much®", They were

ali the contradictions of the
capitalist system and Lenin
and Trotsky counted on
+his.The capitalists hoped
that these same contradictions
would be expressed in the
workers states;effectively
contradictions existed, but

of
countries,nevertheless
supported the development of
the structure of the workers

plundered many these

state which afterwards was
expressed in the development
of these states.Capitalism

could not do this.imperialism
sacked India,Africa,Latin
America and did it to favour
themselves.The soviet
bureaucracy sacked these
countriss, but afterwards
halped them to develop through

the superior structure of ?h;
workers states.it was not a
sacking to impede the
development of the soclalist
revolution;it was a sacking
which the bureaucracy did to
strengthen itself,but the
soclial and economic structure

were of a different nature and
are the results of the
existence of the bureaucratic
apparatus.Just for this
reason, Lenin proposed the
creation of the NEP and made
evident the need to augmenf
control by the masses.

In the course of this
process,a series of currents
developed within the communist
and socialist parties, which
without joining in real
alliances with capitalism try

to find something valid in
this system.Thus they lose
faith in the construction of

socialism,They say that the
Soviet Union has falled and
that the road to follow must

be another.Because of their
fgnorance, they waste all the
experiences of
history.Otherwise they would

base themselves on the fact
that there exist twenty
workers states and twenty one
revolutionary states,

The main task in the progress
of countries is to statify,to
plan and to see that the
masses exercise a control
through the trade unions and
the. workers centres,control
and participation.These are
the three principles of soviet
democracy. In defining soviet
democracy the fterm socialist
democracy is used, but i+ is
not exact.Soviet democracy is
indeed a form of government
to advance towards
socialism.We use this term at
times "soviet democracy" and
"socialist democracy" as
similar concepts, but it is
correct to say "soviet
democracy" since it belongs to
a non socialist country which

however possesses a soviet
structure and goes towards
socialism,

Soviet structure means that
the property is statified and
production is planned, but the
distribution is organised
according " to each acc.Rding
+o his capacity”.The essential
factor which makes it soviet
is the political structure of
the country which is not -
partiamentary nor bourgeois.
but is marked by the
participation and leadership
of the masses through the
trade union and the party.

in socialism, the soviet will
not be necessary, given that
whatever the form the
relations of democracy will be
superior.The soviet indicates
that there still exists a form
of unequal distribution,while
in socialism democracy Iis
society itself.
J.Posadas.6.9.80.

of the workers state obliged

i+ afterwards to develop the
other counfries..




Editorial

The Electoral games of
Capitalism have nothing to
offer the Population.
For the expropriation of all the main
industries and banks

under workers contml!

At the same time that capitalism
taunches a world campaign to
assert that communism {s dead and
the Soviet Union disappeared,the
British people are having to
endure the unspeakable boredom of
the S0 called democratic
elections.

The three party programmes offer
no perspective whatsoever tfo the
mass of the population on how the
enormous  crisis  of British
capitalism Is going to be
solved.Banality follows platitude
in stupyfying succession,The
{iberal democrats developed a new
line in demagogy by attacking the
degree of corruption in: business
and the element of . despair in
society but solution there was
none.Phoney - "differences" between
these parties are Inflated fto
cover the basic fact that British
capitalism is dying, very siowly
but inexorably. The most Important
fact about the TUC conference was
that In spite of the massive
presence of the bureaucratic
apparatus well drilled to embrace
capitalism,Scargill acted as a
centre to maintain issues of
principle.He called for the total
repudiation of the anti  trade
union tegisiation of the
capitalist class.And his defeat-
how: ridiculous and mendacious,five

mitlion votes against! When were
these five million votes  ever
consulted? It 1is impossible ‘o

have five million votes against
when the trade union life is very
limited and discussion hardly
takes place.lt is important that
the NUM received the support of
the public services union because
there -exists a  continuity ‘of
opposition to capitalism in spite
of the turn to the right in the LP

apparatus.The motion against
nuclear arms also showed  the
degrea of  opposition. 1o the

capitalist leadership in the frade
unions despite their bureaucratic

structure.The bourgeoisie tried to
eliminate Scargill as a centre by
a massive press campaign
suggesting appropriation of ‘rade
unfon funds but all this failed.
The LP apparatus resotutely
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refuses To wage any serious
struggle either inside or outside
the

par{ iament against

government,

After all the leader(!)
of this, pack of imposters has
actually said he felt sorry for
the cruel way Mrs Thatcher had
been treated! Such a remark is a
clear signal to the capitalist
class-~you can keep power as far as
we are concerned because like you
we desperately  want  the
capitalist system to continue.

Hence the proposals to get

rid of two. left MP,s on the
grounds of being associated
with Militant;anything to

prove that the LP leadership
will ‘submit to capitatism.For
the salvation of the ‘economy

in which capitalism has
clearty tittle interest,the
apparatus proposes more

training of workers!,While the
dam bursts;let us pray.

The
outbreak of violence by sectors
of youth in Newcastle and

elsawhere is the consequence of
+he incapacity of capitalism to
offer any perspective.in other
circumstances such sectors would
be a basis  for fascist
movements,;but the latter in the
conditions of today have Ilittle
attraction.

British capitalism simply does
not have the resources to contain
its own weakening.!t has reached a
stage where when it Is obvious
the economy is very stricken,we
are told things are about to get

much better.in face of. the
appalling conditions. in  the
prisons,capitalism has no
rEsources .

On the international plane the
fatture of - the coup against

Gorbachev and the counter coup of
Yeltsin who is said to see only

through a vodka glass darkly,
confirms the profound
disintegration of the soviet

bureaucracy.There is no doubt that
the measured intervention of the
soviet proletariat in the last
period gave a terrible jolt to the

crumbling  structure of  the

bureaucracy.Stalin had
concentrated the united front of
this caste which is now anxious to
abandon - the workers state. and
hasten to live off the proceeds
of selling state property . The
bureaucracy could not continue in
the old way because it faces the

objective need of the .workers
state to advance~hence it turns
back . to . private property and

outtaws the communist party.The
latter has undoubtediy = been a

monstrous source of corruption,
but i+ is inevitably linked to
the  character of the workers

state and in the last period has
seen the emergence of sectors  who
wish to democratise the workers
state on the basis of proletarian
intervention © directly in the
organisation of the economy , It is
this that the Gorbachevs and the
Yeltsins fear-a genuine communist

force linked tfo the proletariat
which wifl not accept - the turn
of  +the  bureaucracy towards
capitalist methods Al these

Yeltsins and Popovs,that is when
they are not gpending vast sums on
refurbishing their official
rasidences, ~want “democracy” but
it Is ‘democracy for them and
certainly not for the ‘great
soviet people who voted to retain
the USSR,

1f capitalism was very strong, it
would have no fears but what is
happening?it cannot determine the
fate of South Africa.The Middle
East situation  deteriorates all
the time with the Arab leaderships
unable to offer anything Yo the
Arab masses and even the limited
battie between Bush and the
Israelis shows the impasse of
Yankee policy.The violence of the
conflict in Croatla whose assassin
ieaders are armed by imperialism
is just another example of the new
instabifity In the world which
neither world imperialism or the
soviet bureaucracy can confrol.The
policy of Milosevic which plays
the game of focalist = Serb
bureaucratic interests certainly

complicates the struggle against
+he new despots in Slovenia and
Croatia.But essentially the fight

of +the Croation hoodlums s
against the workers state and is a
form of the class struggle.

The arena is all set for new
erises of historic magnitude.in
this the experience of the

soviet workers state wiil play a
decisive role.Even if in the worst
scenario the bureaucracy do embark
on a programme of

privatisation,history is no longer
determined by purely economic
processes particularly  in  the
Soviet Union with the welght of
1917 and the defeat of the nazis.
The ‘social relations of the soviet
people  in one form or another is
part of the world anti capitalist
and ‘anti ‘fmperialist front. This
is obscured by the lack of a world
comnunist  leadership,but 1t does
not alter the fact that  an
immense polarisation of forces Is
developing-the masses against the
small  capitalist  class ‘and
whatever the manosuvres of Bush or
Gorbachev, the new world order of
international

co-operation doss
not ~exist and has - nothing
whatsoever to . say o
humanity Neither are there any

perspectives for ~left reformism
advising capitalism how it should
behave.

The powerful intervention of
the Roumanian miners shows
that the proletariat and its
communist vanguard “throughout

the workers states is
preparing with optimism: for
new struggles +o smash both
capitalism and the
bureaucracy.

Capitalism fs trylng to meke out
that the USSR s finished.The
Stalinist version is finished and
now we enter upon a new phase
when the agony of the bureaucracy
merges with the agony of the
capitalist system at . a new
level .The bureaucracy s caught In
a paralysing contradiction.With
types like Yeltsin I+ plays the
*nationalist® card so as to
compiicate the intervention of the
proletariat,on the other hand If
they all induige in this they
bring the house down and open the
way to forms of  popular
intervention against their
incompetence.When Stalin and the
bureaucracy messed everything up
in 1941,i+ was the soviet people
which saved the Soviet
Union.Gorbachev stays on hoping fo
contaln  the worst forms of
disintegration :

Continued on Page 4.

Moscow,August 19,Defeat of the first reactionary coup.




The reactionary Coup d’etat and

counter

coup in the USSR, the disintegration of the
bureaucratic apparatus and the need for organs
to allow the intervention of the masses.

The attempted. coup by~

a group of leaders of
the government,the CPSU

and of the army in the
USSR - is the result of
the struggle of
tendencies ..and of . the
disintegration of the
bureaucratic apparatus
in a muititude of
centres of power such
as the regions, the
economy, the mafia
etc.This is in face of

the tTasks posed by the
developmehf of the world
revofution,by the
confrontation with
imperialism and the
necesslity of the

progress .of the workers
state, . - :

' The sector which made
the coup,as with the
sector of Yeltsin which
at this moment has +the
initiative "are foreign
to the concerns of the
soviet masses and to the
objective need of the
progress of +the workers
state.

The putschists
represent the sectors
linked +o +the central
administration of the

state
economy

bureaucracy,the
- “and the
army.They did not
Intervene against the
reforms tending towards
the market economy and

" and

movements

~and

forbade mobilisations
and assemblies,They
“tried in this way o
throw _back the
~demoecratic gains of the.
~soviet masses.All that

reflects the weakness of
the teams put in place
by Gorbachev himsel!f who

felt lost in face of
this crisis through
which the workers st+ate
is passing.

The Posadist v
International has
rejected +this coup,but

it condemns the counter
coup organised by the
Yeltsin tendency,because
these confrontations
weaken the sffucfures of

the workers state and
disorientate the
organisation of the
soviet and world
proletariat in the

struggle to finish with
capitalism. :

Yeltsin
took

The
which
initiative after
failure  of the coup,
supports 1itself on the
most corrupt sectors of
the bureaucracy and on
the dissident movements
which have detached
themselves from the
workers state  and who
defend and put in motion
measures for the return

tendency
the
the

demagogic’

which will lead
inevitably to conflicts
with the soviet
proletariat.The mitiion

people who demonstrated
in Red Square In Moscow
after the coup have not
given <carte blanche +to
Yeltsin.They came out to
defend the democratic
gains made in the last
period.
Imperialism intervenes
try +o profit+ from
this situation of a
vold 1in the leadership
of the workers state and

to

supported the Yeltsin
sector which proposes
measures of retreat of
interest  to
capitalism,such as
encouraging mnationalist
sectors, attacking . the
organs -of  intervention
of the communist
vanguard ~and in
stimulating privafisafion
of the means of
production,

This internal struggle
which provisionalily has
gone in favour of
Yeltsin and of his
programme is useful *to
the Yanks who seek

points of support in the

USSR, but that is also
going to make him lose
authority in front of

t+he soviet masses.

they did not raise the The intervention of
issue of the external Of‘ capitalism,the Gorbachev in atl  this
policy of ‘the Soviet Privatisation —of = *he ., ;s hs5 peen one of
Union.They even went out ©conomy and of fhe free . ., ‘ weakness.He
of ‘their way to assure market.Their defence of sought +o maintain the
American Imperialism on democracy and freedom Is op 1 a)jged structure of
the continuity of this Purely formal: in effect ..., ,.iers state when
external policy. Yeltsin has succeeded in . 4ocyared on alighting
Their very general having the CPSU " from the plane that the
communique,although i+ Suspended  and the  geficiencies  of  the
evoked the concerns of object Is *o reduce the o, 104 ynion did not
' possibilify of the come from fhe October
speculation and low proletariat intervening. Revolution but from
wages, said nothing on Yeltsin has utilised Stalinism and that he
press ing problems such the hate of large layers
as the problem of the of the population defended the party and
natlionalities +to which - +towards the central socialism.Buft he
+he soviet  masses are bureaucracy and +he vyielded to the offensive
very sensitive as +they corruption in t+he of Yels+tin and did not
have shown in the recent Communist Party,He acts have +the resolution +to
referendum in voting for in a demagoglic fashion —appeal to the
t+he <centralisation of o cover the ambitions proletariat and to the
the Soviet Union, of the regional millions of communist
This_ tendency of the bureaucracy of Russia., workers and peasants in
top state - bureaucracy I+ is this sector of *The Soviet Union.
proposed no - .programme Yel+sin which is the Moreover  the policy
for the progress of the most aggressive against followed by Gorbachev in
workers sfafe;foh the soclalism.But he is also the last period of his
functioning fof the unstable because he has intervention in the Gulf
organs of power of the not a solid base.As War P gave the
masses and" they ~ Posadas analysed,the initiative to
proposed +to decide ‘and bureaucracy cannot any Imperialism.The German
apply thelr proposals by longer reproduce itself workers state was
decree without appealing as in the past.The abandonerd to Its fate
to the & population ~to programme of Yeltsin without any 9political
intervene,They resolved consists only of intervention by the
to suspend the parties economic reforms{and CPSU,the attempt to
2 Printed by The Russell Press. Naitingham

patriotism) .

resolve the problems of

the economy of the USSR
by measures of
liberalising the market
weakened his leadership

and isolated him from
the concerns and
struggles of the
masses.The defence of

democratic rights of the

masses and the
declarations in defence
of the USSR and
socialism were not
sufficient o
reconstitute the
relation with the

vanguard and the soviet
proletariat.

A sector of the
proletariat  intervened
in this crisis,but farge
sectors awalted further
events.The sector of the
miners on strike against
the coup and the oil
workers who refused *o
stop work so as not to
damage the  economy,
declared themselves in
defence of the structure
of the workers state.ln

reality the isolation of

the sector of  +he top
bureaucracy  which made
the first coup was
complete, !t received not
the minimum support,

I+ is +he proletariat
with ‘a sector of the
army and of the
communist vanguard

which made the coup fail
and hindered a retreat
on the rights which have
been . gained.They. have
thus liquidated the

tendency of the central

bureaucracy which
organised the coup and
are preparing to impel
the necessary changes
for the progress and the
deepening of socialist
measures., The suspension
of the CPSU does not
mean necessarily the
liquidation of the party
in which the experience
of the communist¥
vanguard is
concentrated. 2ut

certainly its
functioning and internatl
life has to be
transformed so +that I+t
may be ' a useful
instrument and not an
apparatus in the service
of one or other
bureaucratic sector,

it is necessary to
discuss in the world
communist and
revolutionary movement
this ‘process of ecrisis
of leadership in the

workers state which has

parties

Yeltsin

"against the

the political

tradition.We
the
parties,the

greatest

call upon
communist
sociatist
" the
revolutionary movements
and trade unions +o
intervene to confront at
the side of +the
masses tendencies like
which seek to
the Soviet
Union~one of the most
profound conquests in
the history of the world
revolution- by measures
of privatisation,the
return to capitalism and

soviet

destroy

the anuliing by decree
of the communist
party.

Even. if there Is a

transitory weakening‘pf
the workers state in
front of the capitalist
system,the  crisis of
capitalism is inexorably

accentuated - leading to
an enormous
deterioration of . the
conditions of iife of

the populations of Latin

America,Africa,Asia and
also in the so-called
advanced capitalist

countries.Capitalism has
no other perspective
than unemployment,super—
exploitation,economic

concentration and war.
The regrouping of all
the anti caplitalist

forces Is a necessity.

The projetariat of the
Soviet “Union,the
Communist Party, the

soviet workers state, the
conquests of the October
Revolution are a
patrimony which all
humanity must defend in
front of +he capitalist
system.

We appeal to all the
feaders of the communlist

and socialist
parties,al! the currents
of . the left+ and the
revolutionary movements

to pronounce themselves
first coup
and the counter coup of
Yeltsin and in defence
of the CPSU.We belleve
that In this sense the
declaration of
Cossutta,leader of the
Refondazione Communista
in {taly -against The
coup and in: defence of
the CPSU is  important
and we appeal to all the
leaders of +he parties
of the left and
revolutionary movements
to +take this position
and support the soviet
working class in defence




Yugoslavia has represented
for some time one of the

- weakest  workers stetes and
this weakness shows itself in
the events which have occured

" most recently with the
separafisf proclamations of
the republics of Slovenia and
Croatia.The present crisis is
a combination of +his Iimited
structure of +the workers
state,of its communist
leadership,of the more general
process of the fall of the
bureaucratic regimes
constructed during Stalinism
and of the pressure which
world capitalism is exercising

to destablise the workers
states and prevent the
‘ necessary process. of  the

~ intervention of the masses and
of +the renovation of the
communist leaderships.

The separation of Slovenia
and Croatia from the rest of
Yugoslavia does not have the

" slightest objective of
progress. it is false to
believe that this is a step
towards "freedom" and

o "democracy™. On the contrary,
it is.a proposal through which
the regional bureaucratic
castes  seek to strengthen
their struggle which has
reached the point of rupture
with the rest  of the
bureéucrafic apparatus.it fis

L necessary to discuss
‘fhroughou+ the communist and
revolutionary world movement,
to make appeals and
resolutions condeMning the

reactionary intentions of
these groups which propose
separation,

The economic crisis provoked
by the policy of self
_management has penalised a

great part of the country fto
the benefit of +he richest
zones {ike  Slovenia and

'From Page 2

of statified property,of
the planning of the
economy and the workers

control of production.
We defend +the CPSU
because it is an

indispensable Instrument
for the progress of the
Soviet Unicn towards
socialism.Those who want
to liquidate it have
sinister anti democratic
plans because they wish
+o0 smash the resolution
of millions of
communists.

But to communicate with
soclety,the party needs
the functioning of +the

~trade unions and of the
soviets through which
the vanguard puts iltself
in contact with all +he

The Counter Revolutionary actions of the so-called
“nationalist’’ groups necessitates the intervention of the
masses to defend and elevate the Yugoslav Workers State.

Croatia,.There the bureaucracy
has made a usufruct of their
own resources and natural
conditions and of their
greater configuify and links
with the world capitalist
market via forms of rapacious
exchange with the rest of the
republics.The Slovene and
Croation bureaucrats made use

of  the structure of the
workers state and - exchange
with - the rest . of  the

republics +o obtain products
and services at low cost and
which afterwards would aliow
some competition on the
capitalist market., Now after
the profits,these castes set
themselves up as republics and
not as a unified workers
state,The hureaucrats of
Stovenia“ and Croatia present
this unequal development as a
result of "national qualities"
when in  reality i+ ‘is a
question of a policy which {ed
to their personal enrichment
and not to the development of
the whole of Yugoslavia.

In this sense the policy of
self management has been the
base of the crystallisation of
strong particutarist
interests,of a caste leading
to interests as in Slovenia
where there exist directly
bourgeois layers.Only the
statification  under workers
control and the active
participation of the masses In

the programming of the economy:

can allow the harmonisation of
its different parts and
promote the elevation of the
conditions of the life of all
the masses.But self management
maintains and exacerbates
competition in certaln aspects
of production.The workers and
the  technicians in  every
factory or productive unity do
not depend on an overall plan
but on  dedication to their

specific  production,to  the
liquidation of competitors,the
diminution of costs through a
greater personal  effort or
the reduction of the quality
of the  products.Self
management = constitutes a8
source of great
inequaii?ieé.The structure of
the workers state which
constitutes the objecfi#e of
the struggle of the communists
and the partisans of Tito
al towed a great social
progress of the masses and of
the country which was limited

by . the pollcy of self
management,For example the
!egisla+ioh of +the workers
state imposes on evéfy

enterprise the construction of
houses for the workers, but
there are houses and houses in
Yugoslavia;the houses for fthe
rich are well constructed,of
good quality,with the the best
schools and parks and
afterwards the directors enjoy
many forms of individual
appropriation and build their
houses outside the residential
complexes where +the rest of
the staff live,

It is important to reaffirm
these conclusions which have
been outiined by Cde Posadas
in his texts over
Yugoslavia,in his Homage to
Tito and in the analyses which
he made during his stay in

Belgrade, sometime before his
death,.The progress of
Yugoslavia which came out of

the war practically destroyed
and with milllons of dead in

the struggle against the
nazis, has been possible
through its structuring even

limited as a workers state and
In the communist objective
which the leadership of Tito
and the guerriila had in their
origins. Self management did
not represent any progress.

forms

The structure of +he workers

state has deveioped the
unification of the different
peoples  and nations,of the
whole of the masses beyond
different regions - and
nationalities.Since the

economic crisis has developed
recently, great movements of
struggles and strikes have
occured above all in_ Serbla
and Croatia and also in
Stovenia.The working class has
mobilised as a class .as
responsible  for +the workers
state and not as separate
Serbian or Croation or
Siovenian workers.in the
mobilisations, i+  denounced
and rejected the programme of
the increase in relations with
capitalism which has. damaged
enormous |y the purchasing
power of wages and led to the
privileged distribution of
basic living necessities which
all end In the private market
of the bureaucracy.

. These struggles,the mature
attitude of the working class
and Its communist vanguard in

the middle of +he process
which _in the rest of the
workers states has led to +he

fall of the oid bureaucratic
apparatus, has Imposed a leap
on the political leadership of
Yugoslavia,The agreement over
Inter bureaucratic . relafidns
between the different
nationatities  is already
exhausted and It is necessary
to advance towards better
in the organisation of
the workers state.

The old bureaucratic layer
cannot do- this or proposes a

national seclusion as do the
Croats and Slovenes  or
imposing old solutions like
Mitosevic.The bureaucracy
runs to desperate
solutions,transforms Itself
from communist to

layers,wins. them.
soclalist
and cleans
apparatus of
corrupted and
decomposed layers which
bltock and boycott ‘the
measures of
revolutionary progress.
The vanguard of the
Soviet Union mus+
complete the tasks which
the whole of humanity

confronts;

social
over o
objectives
the state
all the

to construct
the revolutionary
leadership and defend
the instruments of
progress of history,the
workers states against
the evils oprovoked by
the feebleness —and +the
corruption of those
leaderships which have

lost  confidence 1in the
communist future of
humanity.tf Gorbachev
desires to defend the
centralisation of the
Soviet Union, he wmust
stimulate soviet

otherwise the
inter bureaucratic
struggles continue to
dominate and hinder the
adoption of  objective
measures for the
progress of +he workers
state.

democracy,

The leaderships which
do not wish as is the
case for Yeltsin to
respond to these issues
or betray the sentiments

of the masses 'as is the
case with the sector
which made +the first

coup are going to finish
in the same place which
history has reserved for
Stalin and for

qapifaiism~fhe dustbin
of history.

I+ is necessary to
discuss in the mass
organisms - the
revolutlionary programme
and poiicy;defence of
the world

revolution,statification
of the economy,,monopoly
of foreign +rade,soviet
democracy and
distribution to each
according to need,The
strength of .the soviet
workers state consists

nationalist,statist to
defender of the market and
private property,robs and
takes over properties which
until  now  were  soclal.
Yugosiavia was among the
workers states which arose

immediately after the war.!t

was able to count upon the
support of an important
guerrilia and ' mass
movement,The communist
leadership of Tito mobilised
‘the entire soclety and the
world youth vanguard
Intervened massively in the
construction of soclialist
Yugoslavia.Yugoslavia k

constituted then a great
experience  of soclalist

edification of a country which
came out  of +the war with
jmmense difficulties,the
possibility of realising i+ in
opposition +o Statinist
arrogance,Stalin  wanted 1o
force the Yugostavian
communist leadership to submi+

to an agreement with +the
Yugosiav king,but Tito was
opposed and took an
fndependent line and +he

revolutionary world vanguard
supported him,.Posadas recorded
always what was meant by the
construction of +he
Yugosiavian railways which
got the support of youth from
all -parts  of the worid
including Latin America where
the International and Posadas
were very active in the
campalign of solidarity with
the Yugosiavian revolution.

With +he isolation which
Stalin Imposed,the lack of
preparation . of the

Yugoslavian leadership which
emerged with heavy losses from
the liberation struggle,it is

necessary to -consider. that
affer the USSR, i+ was
Yugoslavia which pald most
dearly In human life in the

2Con+¥nued on Page 4

in “extending and
stimulating the
application of this

programme,to uphoid  the
socialist revolution in
the world,to confront
imperialism and become a
centre of organisation
for the vanguard in the

worid, in constructing a
new Communist
international with all
the forces which
struggle to free
themselves from
capitalism,

29 August., 1991.
Posadist 1V

international.($S.
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war against +the nazis.They
fost many courageous
communists who fought in the
front ranks and Yugoslavia
was a ruined country with
many difficulties.The
Yugoslavian masses,the
communist intention of the
Tito teadership,the
tiquidation of Stalinism In
+he USSR which imposed a
correction of soviet policy in
respect of the Yugosiavian
revolution and the support and
the extension of the
revoiution throughout ‘the
world, have made possible the
progress of the country. Self
management was the solution
which the leadership of Tito
gave to the political attack
which Stalin taunched agalnst
him,as was also later the
policy of" non allignemeni".The
fack of preparation of the
Yugoslavian leadership
prevented it seeing that what
was. coming in the future was

an uncontainable advance of
the revolution in
Chinag,Corea,Cuba and
Vietnam.The communist
objective fortifled the
decision to continue the
revoiution in spite of the
sabotage of Stalin,but fthe

lack of preparation led to the
adoption of a series of
defensive measures based on
agreements with parties and
bureaucrats of the different
nationalities.Self management
is the result of  these
conditions; as Cde Posadas
sald, It was not the .only
poiicy which Tito could have
led,even being understandable
from the point of view of the
blockade which Stalln
imposed. !t was a question of
elevating the unification of
the country by means of
statification and the
intervention of the masses and

expecting In the nesr future
t+hat It was golng to be
possible for <. a worid
programming with the new

workers states and afterwards
alsc with the Soviet
Union.Tito sought an empirical
means to relate to ~the
revolution by means of the non
allgned movement and
internally developed a weak
political structure,the League
of Communists.He did not feel
the security to construct a
single Communist Party which
would centralise the country
in the objective of socialist
construction and on the other
hand created an agreement
between rendenclies and parties
which fed all  these vyears
individual appetites and
tnterests.This has led to the
situation +today in Slovenia
and Croatla where the
communist parties of the two
republics present themselves
as champions of national
interests.

The Yugoslavian masses have
thought in all this time of
+he country as a unity and as
a workers state. Hence It Is
false to say that it is the
wyill" of people that decides

4

separation,.The referendum and

the so called “popular
decisions® have ‘been  the
result of: a reactionary
campaign led in these las?t

years aimed to exert pressure
on the Croation and Slovenian
masses,presenting the unequal
development of the country as
a frult of different national
*qualities" and the necessity
for the harmonisation of the
whole of the country as a cost
which has to be rejected.While
+he working class and the
communist vanguard sought to
give a solution of progress to
the economic crisis,the
bureaucracy utilised i+ as an

arm to impose national
solutions.Hence it is
supported by sectors who have
enriched themselves with the
policy of self management and

have established military
bands with +the support of
sectors of world

capitalism.The world communist
movement has to denounce the
cynicism of world capitalisn
as with +his meeting of
italy,Austria and
Hungary;these three say that
they want a political solution
which respects the federal
Yugosiav structure but they
are exactly the principle
suppliers of arms to ‘the
territorial forces of Slovenia
and Croatia. The struggle for
the control of the frontier
posts is not a simple symbolic
demand, but the maintaining of
the gates open for capitalist
support to the counter
revolutionary movements.

These bureaucratic
feaderships forget, as also
does world capltatism through
i+s  nature, that oprivate
property and the market which
Yoday they desire so much o
make Yugosiavia progress,led
to the degeneration which was
nazism and fasclism and that
Yugosiavia after the USSR
w35 fundamental to defeat
+his great threat which pushed
humanity to the edge of a
great historic retreat.The two
mitiion dead in the fight
against the nazis are
comparatively llke the twenty
five millions which fell In
the USSR;i+ has been the
structure of the soviet
workers state,the soviet and
Yugoslav communist vanguard
which gave the decisive blow
leading afterwards to - the
defeat of nazism throughout
Europe.This is to contribute
+o history,the Croats and the
Stovenians can examine all
+he books of history and will
not find pages more beautiful
than those written by the
Yugoslavian masses in the
fight against the nazis. The
Croatian and Slovenian masses
have felt that they were
communists before being Croats
or Slovenians.it is not
possible +o say that the
population thinks first as
Slovene or Croat or Serb.The
masses saw their families die
in combat and replaced
them,They were not paralysed
through family interest.They
were not lost in grief but

continued fighting .The family
or national interest did not
exist, the Croatlon people,lts
communist vanguard fought with
atl its strength against the
nazis -and against all the
Croation leadership which
collaborated with nazism.

It is not possible to speak
of the ®historical reason of
the nation®.The Croats during
the war were divided between
t+he bourgeoisie and sectors of
the petit bourgeoisie who
actively supported the nazis
invasion and the masses who
combated the  nazis and the
col laborator Croats.Which
Croats represented progress
in this case? Why did they
participate in the struggle
for liberation,because they
were Croats or because they
were communists? Because they
were communists, “They felt
that they were defenders of
the humanity born in
Croatia.The bureaucratic
leadership wants to  make
history retreat.The Croatian
republic wants to return to
feudal conditions.They have
Jjust repressed strike
movements which have been
severely - prohibited because
they represent a "betrayal of
the country®.So much for the
"democracy™ and the Y|iberty®
with which their leaders adorn
their speeches,

This process s also aimed
to divide - and  contain the
intervention. of  the working
class,to prevent it working as
a class.This is is contrary to

all which i+ has tived and
experienced during the
existence of the . workers
state.

in front of the abandonment
which the political leadership
has made,represented In par?t
by the recent declarations of
Milosevic fe "those who want
to go can go¥,the army
represents the only instrument
which ‘foday can guarantee a
sofution of progress.Not
because it has arms,although
against some bands which have
already been constituted in
Sfovenia,Croatia and also
Serbfa, i+ 1is going to be
necessary to utilise them, but
because its origin has been
the struggle against the nazis

and is closely linked to the
ortginal communist objective
of the Yugoslavian

revolution !t is for this
reason that 1t appears with
more authority,although until
now it has worked +imidly and
late,without forseeeing  the
level to which these counter
revolutionary groups have
worked, Hence it is that a
great number of young recruits
have been killed, It s

necessary to appeal for &
grea+ national discussion with
the participation of the army
and of the masses to decide
t+he future of - the progress of
Yugosliavia as a workers
state, with an increase of the
centralised programming of
production and the economy ,
with the control of the
working class and the masses

and with +the development of
new forms of relations with
the rest of the workers states
and the revolutionary
countries,

the whole worid communist
movement must discuss the
Yugostav experience and make a
world campaign of opposition
to any form of disintegration
of the workers state. Some CPs
like +the  ltalian have used
Yugoslavia for some Time as a
model which shoutd be
imitated,.Today = they . shut up
and draw no conclusion from

this experience,of the
complete  failure of self
management, 1+ is necessary

also to denounce at the same
+ime the Interference of world

caplitalism. The jatter
politically supports the
separatist movements in the
workers . state because they

serve to destabilise them,but
i+ is not secure as to whether

it can . control the
results,either in the workers
states or within capitalism
itself where there are
national conflicts which can
unleash one movement.  _or
another.

The world communist —and
revolutionary movement must

appeal so that the Yugoslavian
masses have . the -means 1o
discuss and place themselve s
in agreement. In these
conditions they can resolve
objectively.The mothers of the
sotdiers who appeal so - that
an end wmay be put to the
shooting between different
groups in the same country and

the dectaration of the
athletic  team in Greece that
they fesl that they are
Yugosiavs and as such
participate in the
competition, shows that these
are the best armed forces
which can be mobilised.They
are armed with the

understanding that there Is no
better solution than to make
Yugoslavia progress to better
forms in its socialist
organisation., The great
mobilisation of the women has
had a great weight to prevent
the provocations of = the
counter revolutionary groups
which exist in Slovenia and
Croatia.They have done it not
only to defend their sons, but
to denounce that it is stupid
to resolve matters in this
way.The mothers have shown
that  +the Yugoslav people is
mature +o resolve in an
intelligent form. Appeals on
the basis of socialist
policies would find an echo in
the masses of Slovenia and
Croatia and isolate the
hoodlums  who  provoke  the
fighting.

The efforts of the
Yugoslavian army to defend the
integrity of the workers state
receive objective support of
+he soviet workers state.Prior
fo the coup, support for the
unity of the Yugoslav state
clear.Even with expected
prevarications by ‘the new
government in’ the USSR,the
communist  vanguard who are
defending the integrity of the
Yugoslav state in spite of the
sabotage of Milosevic and the
other bureaucratic renegades,
receive +he objective support

was

of +he soviet masses.The
problems ‘of Yugoslavia are
paraliel’ to those of ‘the
Soviet Union and will not

receive solution until there
is a new communist leadership
in the workers states 1inked
to the process of the
liquidation of capitalism as a
world system,
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and represents very partially
that the underlying structure
of the workers state weighs
and decides.

Moreover whatever
focal bureaucracies

play,economically ‘they have
nowhere to go,the interdependence
of « the Soviet Union is a
fact.They meet the reality that
closer links with capitalism. can
provoke dangerous reactions in the
population.That is their agony and
it will prove fatal.The

intervention of the  soviet
proletariat is one of the major
supporting reasons for the coup
and counter coup.The bureaucracy
can no longer determine the fate
of +he Soviet Union. Imperialism
hopes 1o benefit ie. in
recognition of the Baltic states
and +he hoped for reduced role of

games  the

the Soviet Union in the world over
Cuba,Afghanistan etc,but  also i+
is fearful of the complications
resulting  from  the
desperation of the bureaucrats—
already seen in the vicious regime
in Georgla.

criminal

The crisis of the Labour party is

going to grow in this
situation,The abour bosses
benefited from the  hideous
caricature of socialism in the

USSR.but all that is passing. A
reanimation of the labour left is
inevitable and it must clarify
its understanding of the world
process and the incapacity of
capitalism o progress,A programme
of social revolution is the only
solution.There is no  third

way. 27,9.91.




Editorial

The Electoral games of
Capitalism have nothing to
offer the Population.
For the expropriation of all the main
industries and banks

under workers control!

At the same time that capitalism
launches a world campaign to
assert that communism is dead and
+the Soviet Union disappeared,the
British people are having Yo
endure the unspeakable boredom of
the S0 called democratic
elections. )

The three party programmes -offer
no perspective whatsoever to the
mass of the population on how the
enormous crisis  of British
capitalism  is golng to . be
solved.Banality follows. platitude
in stupyfying succession. The
tiberal democrats developed a new
line in demagogy by attacking the
degree of corruption in business
and the element of despair iIn
society but solution there was
none.Phoney differences" between
these parties are inflated fo
cover the basic fact that British
capitalism is dying, very slowly
but Inexorably. The most important
fact about the TUC conference was
that in spite of the  massive
presence of the bureaucratic
apparatus well drilted to embrace
capitalism,Scargill acted as a
centre to maintain issues of
principle.He called for the total
repudiation of the anti trade
union legislation of the
capitalist class.And his defeat-
how ridiculous and mendacious,five
miltion votes against! When were
these five miltion votes  ever
consulted? 1t is impossible to
have five million votes against
when the trade union life is very
limited —and discussion hardly
takes place.lt is fimportant that
the NUM received the support  of
the public services union because
there exists a continuity of
opposition to capitalism in spite
of the turn fo the right in the LP

apparatus.The motion against
nuclear arms also showed  the
degree of opposition to the

capitalist leadership in the trade
unions despite their bureaucratic

structure.The bourgeoisie tried to
eliminate Scargill as a centre by
a massive press campaign
suggesting appropriation of trade
union funds but all this failed.
The LP - apparatus resolutely
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refuses ‘o ‘wage any serious
struggle either inside or outside
the

parl jament against

government.

After all the leader(!)
of this pack of impbs?ers has
actually said he felt sorry for
the cruel way Mrs Thatcher had
been treated! Such a remark is a
clear signal +to the capitalist
class-you can keep power as far as
we are concerned because like you
ve desperately want  the
capitalist system ‘o continue.

Hence +the proposals to get
rid of two teft MP,s on the
grounds of being associated
with Mititantyanything to
prove that the LP leadership
will submit to capitalism.For
the salvation of the economy
in which capitalism has
claarly tittle interest,the
apparatus proposes
training of workers!.While the
dam bursts,let us pray.

more

The
outbreak of violence by sectors
of youth in Newcastie - and

elsewhere is the consequence of
the incapacity of capitalism ‘o
offer any perspective.in other
circumstances such sectors would
be a basis for fascist
movements,but the latter in the
conditions of today have little
attraction.

British . capitalism simply does
not have the resources to contain
i+s own weakening.!t has reached a
stage where when it is  obvious
+he economy is very stricken,we
are told things are about Yo get

much better.in face of the
appalling  conditions in the
prisons,capitalism has no
resources 1.

On the international plane the
faitlure of = the coup against

Gorbachev and the counter coup of
Yeltsin who is said to see only

through a vodka glass darkly,
confirms the profound
disintegration of the soviet

bureaucracy.There is no doubt that
+he measured intervention of the
soviet proletariat in the last
period gave a terrible jolt fo the

crumbling structure of  the

bureaucracy.Stalin had
concentrated the united front of
this caste which is now anxious to

abandon the workers state and
hasten to live off the proceeds
of selling state property . The

bureaucracy could not continue in
the old way because It faces the
objective need of the workers
state to advance~hence it turns
back *to private property and
outlaws the communist party.The
latter has undoubtediy been a
monstrous source of corruption,
but it is inevitably linked to
the character of the vorkers

state and in the last period has
seen the emergence of sectors who
wish to democratise the workers
state on the basis of proletarian
intervention  directly in  the
organisation of the economy .1t is
this that the Gorbachevs and the
Yeltsins fear-a genuine communist

force linked to the proletariat
which will not accept ‘the +turn
of the  bureaucracy  towards
capitalist methods Al these

Yeltsins and Popovs,that is when
they are not spending vast sums on
refurbishing their official
residences, want "democracy® but
it is democracy for  them and
certainly not for +the great
soviet people who voted to retain
the USSR,

If capitalism was very sirong, it
would have no fears but what is
happening?lt cannot determine the
fate of South Africa.The Middle
Fast situation deteriorates all
+he +ime with the Arab leaderships
unable Yo offer anything to the
Arab masses and even the limited
battie between Bush and the
Israelis ‘shows the Iimpasse of
Yankee policy.The violence of the
conflict in Croatia whose assassin
leaders are armed by imperialism
is just another example of the new
instability in the worid which
neither world imperialism or the
soviet bureaucracy can comtrol.The
poticy of Milosevic which plays
the game of localist Serb
bureaucratic interests certainly

complicates the struggle against
+he new despots in Slovenia and
Croatia.But essentially the fight

of the Croation hoodiums fis
against the workers state and is a
form of the class struggle.

The arena is all set for new
crises of historic magnitude, In
this the experience of  the

soviet workers state will play a
decisive role.Even If in the worst
scenario the bureaucracy do embark
on a programme of
privatisation,history is.no longer
determined by purely economic
processes particularly iIn  the
Soviet Union with the welght of
1917 and the defeat of the nazis.
The social relations of the soviet
people - in one form or another is
part of the world anti capitalist
and anti imperialist front. This
is obscured by the lack of a worid
communist leadership,but It does
not- alter the fact that an
immense polarisation of forces Is
developing-the masses against the
small capitalist class and
whatever the manoeuvres of Bush or
Gorbachev, +the new world order of

international co~operation does
not  exist and has nothing
whatsoever to say to

humanity.Neither are there -any
perspectives for left reformism
advising capitalism how it should
behave.

The powerful intervention of
the Roumanian miners shows
that the proletariat and its
communist vanguard throughout
the workers states is
preparing with optimism for
new struggles to smash both
capitalism and the
bureaucracy.

Capitalism is trying to make out
that the USSR is finished.The
Stalinist version is finished and
now we enter upon a new phase
when the agony of the bureaucracy
merges wlth +the agony of the
capitalist system at .a new
level . The bureaucracy Is caught in
a paralysing = contradiction.With
types like Yeltsin it plays the
"nationalist" card so as to
complicate the intervention of the
proletariat,on the other hand If
they all indulge in this they
bring the house down and open the
way to forms of  popular
intervention against their
incompetence.When Stalin and the
bureaucracy messed everything up
in 1941,1+ was the soviet people
which saved the Soviet
Union.Gorbachev stays on hoping to
contain  the worst forms of
disintegration :

Continued on Page 4.

Moscow,August 19.Defeat of the first reactionary coup.




The reactionary Coup d’etat and

counter

coup in the USSR, the disintegration of the
bureaucratic apparatus and the need for organs
to allow the intervention of the masses.

The affémp?ed coup by and movements and demagogic patriotism)
a group of leaders of forbade mobilisations which witl lead
the government,the cpsy 2N assemblies.They .oyitably +o conflicts
and of +the army in the fried in “this way fo, wtfh‘ the soviet
USSR Is the result of Throw back the oroletariat.The miliion
the struggle of dem?crafic gains of the pecopie who demohsfrafed
tendencies and of the soviet masses.All fthat in Red Square In Moscow
disintegration of +the Teflects the weakness of .. the coup have not
bureaucratic  apparatus '€ Teams put in place given carte blanche +o
in a multitude of by Gorbachev himself who Yeitsin,They came out to
centres of power such Telt dost in face of .. . L0 democratic
as the regions,the Tnis crisis Through  s.ins made in +the last
economy,the mafia YhiCh T?e workers state period.
etc.This is in face of IS passing. Imperialism intervenes
the +tasks posed by the The Posadist V' 4o try to profit from
deve!opmenf Sf the worlid International has this situation of a
revolution,by the rejected this coup,but o1y (o the leadership
confrontation with |1 condemns fthe counter ¢ tpo yorkers state and
imperialism and the COUp organised by the supported the Yeltsin
necessity of the Yeltsin tendency,because g octor ywhich proposes
progress of the workers these confrontations measures of retreat of
state. weaken the structures of interest to
The sector which made The workers state and capitalism,such as
the coup,as with the disorientate the  apcouraging nationalist
sector of Yeltsin which ©rganisation of fhe sectors, attacking the
at this moment has the Soviet and world sprgans of . intervention
initiative are foreign proletariat in the of the communist
to the concerns of the struggle to finish with vanguard and in
soviet masses and to the capitalism, stimulating privatisation
objective need of +the of the means of
progress of the workers The Yeltsin tendency ,.54uction.
state. which took the This internal struggle
The putschists Initiative after the which provisionally has
represent the sectors failure of the coup, gone in favour of
linked to +the cewtraj supports itself on the Yeltsin and of his
administration of +he most corrupt sectors of programme s useful to
state bureaucracy,the the bureaucracy and on fhe Yanks who seek
economy and +he the dissident movements points of support in the
‘army.They ‘did not+ Which have detached USSR, but that Is also
intervene against +he Themselves from the going to make him lose
reforms tending towards Workers state and who ... .14y in front of
‘?he market economy and defend and put in motion the soviet masses.
they did not ralse the Mmeasures for the return The intervention of
Issue of the external ©f capitalism,the . .\ . chev 1In all this
policy of the Soviet Privatisation of  the  _.isis has been one of
Unfon.They even went out ©economy and of the free . o weakness.He
of +their way to assure Mmarket.Their defence of sought to maintain the
American Imperialism on democracy and freedom Is . i .|ised structure of
the continuity of +his Purely formal: in effect ., =, . ons state when
external policy. Yelt+sin has succeeded in he declared on alighting
Their very general Naving the CPSU  f.om the plane that the
communique,although  j+ Suspended  and the  4eficiencies of  the
evoked the concerns of ©Object is to reduce the o 1.4 ynion did not
. possibility of the  .ome from the October
speculafto? and low proletariat intervening. Revolution but from
vages, said nothing on Yeltsin has utilised Stalinism and +that he
press ing problems such the hate of large layers
as the problem of the of the population defended the party and
nationalities +o which  +towards the central socialism.But he
the soviet masses are bureaucracy and the yilelded to the offensive
very sensitive as they corruption in the of Yelstin and did not
have shown in-the recent Communist Party,He acts have the resolution to
referendum In voting for in a demagogic fashion —appeal ‘ to the
the centralisation of  +o. cover the ambitions proletariat and *to the
the Soviet Union. of the regional millions of communist
This_ tendency of +the bureaucracy of Russia, workers and peasants In
top state bureaucracy i+ 1is +his sector of the Soviet Union.
proposed no programme Yeltsin which 1s the Moreover the policy
for the progress of the most aggressive against followed by Gorbachev in
workers state,for the socialism.But he is also the last period of his
functioning of - the unstable because he has intervention in the Gulf
organs of power of the not a solid base.As War P gave the
masses and they Posadas analysed,the initlative to
proposed to decide and - bureaucracy cannot any Imperialism.The  German
apply thelr proposals by longer reproduce itself workers state was
decree without appealing as in the past.The abandonerd to its fate
to the  population +o programme of Yeltsin without any political
intervene.They resolved consists only of infervention by the
+o suspend the parties economic reforms(and CPSU,the attempt to
2 Printed by The Russell Press. Nottingham

resolve the problems of
the economy of the USSR
by measures of
liberalising the market
weakened his leadership

and isolated him from
the concerns and
struggles of the
masses.,The defence of

democratic rights of the

masses and the
declarations in defence
of the USSR and
socialism were not
sufficient to
reconstitute the
relation with the

vanguard and the soviet
proletariat,

A sector of the
proletariat intervened
in this crisis,but large
sectors awalted further
events.The sector of the
miners on strike against
+the «coup and the oil
workers who refused +to
steop work so as not to
damage the aconomy,
declared themselves in
defence of the structure
of the workers state.ln

reality the isolation of

the sector of the +op
bureaucracy which made
the first coup was
complete.lt received not
the minimum support.

1+ is the proletariat
with a sector of  the
army and of the
communist vanguard

which made the coup fail
and hindered a retreat
on the rights which have
been gained.They have
thus liquidated the
tendency of the central
bureaucracy which
organised the coup and
are preparing to impel
the necessary changes
for the progress and the
deepening of socialist
measures, The suspension
of the CPSU does not
mean necessarily the
liquidation of the party
in which the experience

of the communist
vanguard is
concentrated. But
certainly its
functioning and internal
{ife has to be
transformed so that i+
may be a useful
instrument and not an
apparatus in the service
of one or other
bureaucratic sector,

I+ is necessary *to
discuss in the world
communist and
revolutionary movement
this process of crisis
of leadership in the

workers state which has

parties,the

the political

tradition.We
the

greatest

call upon
communist
socialist
parties the
revolutionary movements
and trade unions to

intervene to confront at

the side of the
masses tendencies |ike
Yeltsin which seek to
destroy the Soviet
Unton-one of the most
profound conquests in
the history of the world
revolution- by measures
of privatisation,the
return to capitalfism and
the anulling by decree
of the communist
party.

soviet

Even 1f +there 1is a
transitory weakening of
the workers state in
front of the capitalist
system,the . crisis of
capitalism is Inexorably

accentuated leading *to
an enormous
deterioration of the
conditions of 1ife  of

the populations of Latin

America,Africa,Asia and
also in the so-called
advanced capitalist

countries.Capitalism has
no other perspective
than unemployment,super~
exploitation,economic

concentration and war.,
The regrouping of all
the anti caplitalist
forces is a necessity.
The proletariat of the
Soviet Union,the
Communist Party,the

soviet workers state,the
conquests of t+he October
Revolution are a
patrimony which alt
humanity must defend in
front of +he capitalist
system,

We appeal to all +the
leaders of the communist

and soclafis?t
parties,all the currents
of the left and the
revolutionary movements

to pronounce themselves
against the first coup
and the counter coup of
Yeltsin and in defence
of the CPSU.We bellieve
that in this sense the
declaration of
Cossutta,lieader of +he
Refondazione Communista
in Italy against the
coup and Iin defence of
the CPSU is important
and we appeal to all the
feaders of +he parties
of the feft and
revolutlionary movements
to take +this position
and support the soviet
working class in defence




Yugoslavia has represented
for some +ime one of the
weakest workers states and

this weakness shows itself in
the events which have occured
most recently with the
separatist prociamations of
the republics of Siovenia and
Croatia.The present crisis is
a combination of this limited
structure of the  workers
state,of its communist
leadership,of the more general
process of the fall of +the
buyreaucratic regimes
constructed during Stalinism
and of the pressure which
world capitalism is exercising

to destablise the workers
states and prevent the
necessary = process of  the

_intervention of the masses and
of the renovation of the
communist leaderships.

The separation of Slovenia
and Croatia from the rest of

Yugosiavia does not have the
slightest objective of
progress. 1t is false to
believe that this is a step
towards "freedom® and

"democracy". On the contrary,
it is a proposal through which

the regional  bureaucratic
castes seek ‘to strengthen
their struggle which has
reached the point of rupture
with the rest of the
bureaucratic apparatus.it is
necessary to discuss

throughout the communist and
revolutionary worid movement,

- to make appeals and
resolutions condemning the
reactionary intentions of
these groups which propose
separation,

The economic crisis provoked
by the policy of self
management  has penalised a
great part of the country to
the benefit of +the richest
zones like Slovenia and
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of statified property,of
the planning of the
economy and the workers

control of production.
We defend the CPSU
because it is an

indispensable instrument
for the progress of the
Soviet Union towards
socialism.Those who want
to lliquidate i+ have
sinister anti democratic
plans because they wish
to smash the resolution
of millions : of
communists.

But to communicate with
society,the party needs
the functioning of ‘the
trade unions and of the
soviets through which
the vanguard puts itself
in contact with alt the

The Counter Revolutionary actions of the so-called
“nationalist’’ groups necessitates the intervention of the
masses to defend and elevate the Yugoslav Workers State,

Croatia.There the bureaucracy
has made a usufruct of their
own resources and natural
conditions and  of their
greater contiguity and links
with the world capitalist
market via forms of rapacious
exchange with the rest of the
republics.The Siovene and
Croation bureaucrats made use

of the structure of the
workers state and exchange
with the rest of the

republics to obtain products
and services at low cost and
which afterwards would allow
some competition on the
capitalist market. Now after
the profits,these castes set
themselves up as republics and
not as a ‘unified workers
state.The bureaucrats of
Slovenia and Croatia present
this unequal development as a
result of "national qualities"
when in  reality it is a
question of a policy which led
to their personal enrichment
and not to the development of
the whole of Yugoslavia.,

in this sense the policy of
self management has been the
base of the crystallisation of
strong particularist
interests,of a  caste leading
to interests as in Slovenia
where  there exist directly
bourgeois layers.Only the
statification  under workers
control and the active
participation of the masses In

the programming of the economy

can allow the harmonisation of
its different parts and
promote the elevation of the
conditions of +the life of all
the masses.But self management
maintains and exacerbates
competition in certain aspects
of production,The workers and
the  technicians in every
factory or productive unity do
not depend on an overall plan
but on dedication to their

specific production,to  the
tiquidation of competitors,the
diminution of costs through a
greater personal effort or
the reduction of the quality
of the produé*s.Seif
management constitutes a
source of great
inequalities.The structure of
the workers state which
constitutes the objective of
the struggle of the communists
and the partisans of Tito
allowed a great soclal
progress of the masses and of
the country which was limited
by the poliey of self
management,For example the
legislation of the workers
state  imposes on every
enterprise the construction of
houses for the workers, but
there are houses and houses in
Yugoslavia;the houses for the
rich are well constructed,of
good quality,with the the best
schools  and parks and
afterwards the directors enjoy
many forms of individual
appropriation and build their
houses outside the residential
complexes where the rest of
the staff live,

It is important to reaffirm
these conclusions which have
been outlined by Cde Posadas
in his texts over
Yugoslavia,in his Homage to
Tito and in the analyses which
he made during his stay in

Belgrade, sometime before his
death,The progress of
Yugoslavia which came out of

the war practically destroyed
and with miilions of dead in
the  struggle against the
nazis, has  been possible
through its structuring even
limited as a workers state and
in the communist objective
which the leadership of Tito
and the guerrilla had in their
origins, Self management did
not represent any progress.

The structure of the workers

state has developed the
unification of the different
peoples ‘and nations,of the
whole of +the masses beyond
different regions and
nationalities.Since the

economic crisis has developed
recently, great movements of
struggles and strikes have
occured above all in Serbila
and Croatia and also In
Slovenia,.The working class has
mobilised as a <class as
responsible for +the workers
state and not as separate
Serbian or Croation or
Slovenian workers,In the
mobilisations, i+  denounced
and rejected the programme of
the increase in relations with
capitalism which has damaged
enormous |y the purchasing
power of wages and led to the
privileged distribution of
basic living necessities which
all end in the private market
of the bureaucracy.

These struggles,the mature
attitude of the working class
and its communist vanguard in
the middle of +he process
which In the rest of +the
workers states has led to the
fall of the old bureaucratic
apparatus, has Imposed a leap
on the political leadership of
Yugoslavia.The agreement over
inter bureaucratic relations
between the different
nationalities is already
exhausted and it is necessary
to advance towards better
forms in the organisation of
the workers state.

The old bureaucratic layer
cannot do this or proposes a

national seclusion as do the
Croats and Slovenes or
imposing old solutions like
Milosevic.The bureaucracy
runs to desperate
solutions,transforms Itself
from communist to

fayers,wins them
soclialist
and cleans
apparatus of
corrupted and
decomposed layers which
bltock and boycott the
measures of
revolutionary progress.
The vanguard of the
Soviet Union must
complete the tasks which
the whole of  humanity

confronts;

social
over to
objectives
the state
alt the

to construct
the revolutionary
leadership and defend
the instruments of
progress of history,the
workers states against
the evils provoked by
the feebleness and +he
corruption of those
leaderships which have

lost confidence 1in the
communist future of
humanity. ! f Gorbacheyv
desires to defend the
centratlisation of the
Soviet  Union, he must
stimotate soviet

democracy, otherwise the

inter bureaucratic
struggles continue to
dominate and hinder the
adoption of objective
measures for the
progress of the workers
state.

The leaderships which

do not wish as is the
case for Yeltsin to
respond to these issues
or betray the sentiments

of the masses as is the
case with the sector
which made +the first

coup are going to finish
in the same place which
history has reserved for
Statin and for

capitalism—~the dustbin
of history.

It is necessary to
discuss in the mass
organisms the
revolutionary programme
and policy;defence of
the world

revolution,statificatlion
of the economy,,monopoly
of foreign trade,soviet
democracy and
distribution to each
accordling to need.The
strength of +the soviet
workers state consists

nationalist,statist to
defender of +the market and
private property,robs and
takes over properties which
until now were social,
Yugoslavia was among the
workers states which arose

immediately after +he war.it
was able to count upon the

support of an lmporfapf
guerrilia and mass
movement.The communist

leadership of Tito mobilised

the entire socliety and the
world youth vanguard
intervened massively In the
construction of socialist
Yugostavia.Yugoslavia

constituted then a great
experience of sociallst

edification of a country which
came out of +the war with
immense difficulties,the
possibility of realising it In

opposition +to Stalinist
arrogance.Stalin  wanted +o
force the Yugoslavian
communist leadership to submi+
to an 'agreemenf with +the
Yugoslav king,but Tito was
opposed  and took an
independent line and the

revolutionary world vanguard
supported him.Posadas recorded
always what was meant by the
construction of the
Yugoslavian railways which
got the support of youth from
all parts  of the ' world
including Latin America where
the International and Posadas
were very active In the
campaign of solidarity with
the Yugoslavian revolution.
With t+he 1isolation which
Stalin imposed,the lack of
preparation of the
Yugoslavian leadership which
emerged with heavy losses from
the liberation struggle,it is

necessary to consider that
after the USSR, It = was
Yugoslavia which paid mos+t
dearly in human life in the

Continued on Page 4

in extending and
stimulating the
application of this
programme,to uphold the

socialist revolution In
the world,to confront
imperialism and become a
centre of organisation
for the wvanguard in the

world, in constructing a
new Communist
international with all
the forces which
struggle to free
themselves from
capitalism,

29 " August. 1991,
Posadist v

international.|S,
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war against the nazis.They
lost many courageous
communists who fought In the
front ranks and Yugoslavia
was a ruined country with
many difficulties.The
Yugosiavian masses,the
communist intention of the
Tito leadership,the
jiquidation of Stalinism 1in
+he USSR which Imposed &
correction of soviet policy In
respect of the Yugosiavian
revolution and the support and
the extension of the
revolution throughout the
world, have made possible the
progress of the country. Self
management was the solution
which the leadership of Tito
gave to the political attack
which Stalin ltaunched against
him,as was alsoc later the
policy of" non alignement®.The
tack of preparation of the
Yugosiavian leadership
prevented it seeing that what
was coming in the future was

an uncontainable advance of
‘the revolution in
China,Corea,Cuba and
Vietnam,The communist
objective fortified the
decisfon to . continue  the
revolution in spite of the
sabotage of Stalin,but the

lack of preparation led to the
adoption of a series of
defensive measures based on
agreements with parties  and
bureaucrats of the different
nationalities.Self management
is the result of ‘these
conditions; as Cde Posadas
said, 1t was not the only
policy which Tito could have
led,even being understandable
from the point of view of the
biockade which Stalin
imposed. it was a question of
elevating the unification of
the . country by means of
statification and the
intervention of the masses and

in the

was going
possible for a world
programming ~ with  the new
workers states and afterwards
also  with the Soviet
Union.Tito sought an empirical
means to relate to = the
revolution by means of the non
aligned movement and
internally developed a weak
political structure,the League
of Communists.He did not feel
t+he security to construct e
single Communist Party which
would centralise the country
in the objective of socialist
construction and on the other
hand created an agreement
between tendencies and parties
which fed all these vyears
individual appetites and
interests.This has led to the
situation today in Slovenia
and Croatia where the
communist parties of the two

future
to  be

near

expacting
that it

republics present themselves
as champions of national
interests.

The Yugoslavian masses have
thought in all this time of
+he country as a unity and as
a workers state. Hence it is
false to say that 1t is the
nyili® of people that declides

4

separation.The referendum and

the so called “popular
decisions®™ have  heen  the
result of & reactionary
campaign led in these last

years aimed to exert pressure’

on the Croation and Slovenian
masses,presenting the unequal
development of the country as
a frult of different national
Yqualities" and the necessity
for the harmonisation of the
whole of the country as a cost
which has to be rejected.While
the working class and ‘the
communist vanguard sought to
glve a solution of progress to

the economic crisis,the
bureaucracy utilised it as an
arm to impose national
sofutions.Hence i+ is

supported by sectors who have
enriched themselves with the
policy of self management and

have established mifiitary
pands . with the support of
sectors of wortd

capitalism,The world communist
movement has to denounce the
cynicism of world capitalisn
as with *his meeting of
ltaly,Austria and
Hungary;these three say that
they want a political solution
which respects the federal
Yugosltav structure but they
are exactly the principle
suppliers of arms to ‘the
territorial forces of Slovenia
and Croatia. The struggle for
the control of the frontier
posts is not a simple symbolic
demand, but the maintaining of
+he gates open for capitalist
support to the counter
revolutionary movements.

These bureaucratic
leaderships forget, as also
does world capitalism through
its nature, that private
property and the market which
today they desire so much to
make Yugoslavia progress,led
to the degeneration which was
nazism and fascism and that
Yugoslavia after the USSR
w3s  fundamental to defeat
+his great threat which pushed
humanity  to the edge of a
great historic retreat.The two
mitlion dead 1in the fight
against the nazis are
comparatively 1Tke the twenty
five millions which fell in
the USSR;it has been the
structure of the soviet
workers state,the soviet and
Yugoslavy communist vanguard
which gave the decisive blow
leading afterwards to the
defeat of nazism throughout
Europe.This is to contribute
to history,the Croats and the
Stovenians can examine all
the books of history and will
not find pages more beauflful
than those written by the
Yugoslavian masses in the
fight agalinst the nazis. The
Croatian and Slovenlan masses
have felt that They were
communists before being Croats
or Slovenians. it is not
possible to say that the
population thinks first as
Stovene or Croat or Serb.The
masses saw their families die
in combat and replaced
them.They were not paralysed
t+hrough family interest.They
were not lost in grief but

continued fighting .The family
or national Interest did not
exist, the Croation people,its
communist vanguard fought with

all its strength against the
nazis: and against all the
Croation leadership which

collaborated with nazism,

I+ is not possible to speak
of the "historical reason of
the nation'.The Croats during
the war were divided between
the bourgeoisie and sectors of
the petit bourgeolsie who
actively supported the nazis
invasion and the masses who
combated the nazis and the
col laborator Croats.Which
Croats represented progress
in this case? uWhy did they
participate in the struggle
for liberation,because they
were Croats or because they
were communists? Because they
were communists, ‘they felt
that they were defenders of
the humanity born in
Croatia.The bureaucratic
leadership wants to  make
history retreat.The Croatian
republic wants to return to
feudal condifions.They‘ have
JustT repressed strike
movements which have been
severely = prohibited because
they represent a "betrayal of
the country".So much for the
“democracy® and the "liberty®
with which their leaders adorn
their speeches.

This process is also aimed
to divide and contain. the
intervention of the working
class,to prevent It working as
a class.This is is contrary to

all which it has [lived and
experlienced during the
existence: of the . workers
state,

in front of the abandonment
which the political leadership
has made,represented in part
by the recent declarations of
Milosevic e "those who want
to go can goW,the army
represents the only instrument
which today can guarantee a
solution of progress.Not
because it has arms,although
against some bands which have
already been constituted in
Slovenia,Croatia and also
Serbia, it Is going to be
necessary to utiiise them, but
hecause its origin has been
+he struggle against the nazis

and is closely linked to the
original communist objective
of the Yugosiavian

revolution.it s for this
reason that it appears with
more authority,although until
now it has worked timidly and
tate,without forseeeing The
level to which these counter
revolutionary groups have
worked. Hence it is that a
great number of young recruits
have been killed, I+ is

necessary to appeal for a
greaf national discussion with
the participation of the army
and of the masses to declide
‘the future of the progress of
Yugoslavia as a workers
state, with an increase of the
centralised programming of
production and the economy ,
with +the control of the
working class and +the masses

and with the development of
new forms of relations with
the rest of the workers states
and the revolutionary
countries,

the whole worid communist
movement must discuss the
Yugoslav experience and make a
world campalgn of opposition
+o any form of dislntegration
of the workers state. Some CPs
fike. +he Italian have used
Yugoslavia for some time as a
mode! which should be
imitated.Today they shut up
and draw no conclusion from

this experience,of the
complete failure of self
management. i+ is nacessary

also to denounce at the same
+ime the interference of worid

capitalism. The latter
politically supports the
separatist movements in the

workers = state because they
serve to destabilise them,but
i+ is not secure as to whether

it can control the
resul¥s,either in the workers
states ~or within capitalism
itself where there are
national conflicts which can
unfeash one movement or
another.

The world communist .and
revolutionary movement must

appeal so that the Yugoslavian
masses have +the means to
discuss and place themselve s
in agreement. in these
conditions they can resolve
objectively.The mothers of the
soldiers who appeal so that
an end may be put to the
shooting between different
groups in the same country and

the declaration of the
athletic  team in Greece that
they feel that they are
Yugoslavs and as such
participate in the
competition, shows that these
are the best armed forces
which can be mobilised.They
are armed with the

understanding that there Is no
-better solution than To make
Yugoslavia progress to better
forms in its soclialist
organisation. The great
mobilisation of the women has
had a great weight to prevent
the provocations of the
counter revolutionary groups
which exist in Slovenia and
Croatia.They have done it not
only to defend their sons, but
o denounce that it is stupid
+0 resolve matters in this
way.The mothers have shown
that +the Yugoslav people is
mature to resolve in  an
intelligent form. Appeals on
the basis of socialist
policies would find an echo in
the masses of Slovenia and
Croatia and isolate the
hoodlums who  provoke  the
fighting.

The efforts of = the
Yugostavian army to defend the
integrity of the workers state
receive objective support of
the soviet workers state.Prior
to the coup, support for the
unity of the Yugosiav state
clear,.Even with expected
by the ~new

was
prevaridafions
government in the USSR,the
communist vanguard who are
defending the integrity of the
Yugosiav state in spite of the
sabotage of Milosevic and the
other bureaucratic renegades,
receive the objective support
of the soviet masses.The
probtems of Yugosiavia are
parallel to those of the
Soviet Uniton and will not
recelve solution until there
is a new communist leadership
in the workers states linked
fo the process of the
Iiquidation of capitalism as a
world system.
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and represents very partially
that the underlying structure
of the workers state weighs
and decides.

Moreover whatever

games the local bureaucracies

play,economically they have
nowhere. to go,the interdependence
of the Soviet Union is a
fact.They meet the reality that
closer links with capitalism can
provoke dangerous reactions in the

population.That is their agony and
it witl prove fatal.The
intervention of the  soviet

proletariat is one of the major
supporting reasons for the coup
and ~counter coup.The bureaucracy
can no longer determine the fate
of the Soviet Union. Imperialism
hopes  to penefit ie in
recognition of the Baltic states
and the hoped for reduced role of

+he Soviet Union in the world over
Cuba,Afghanistan efc,but also it
is fearful of the complications
resulting from the criminal
desperation of the bureaucrats—
already seen in the vicious regime
in Georgia.

The crisis of the Labour party is
going to grow in this
situation.The {abour bosses
benefited from the  hidecus
caricature of socialism in the

USSR.but all that is passing. A
reanimation of the labour left is
inevitable and It must clarify
its understanding of the world
process and the Incapacity of
capitalism to progress,A programme
of social revolution is the only
solution,There is' no  third

waye 27.9.91.




Editorial

The deteriorating situation
of the conservative government
shown in the recent by
efections,particularly in the

Scottish  constituencies of
Kincardine and Deeside is no
surprise considering +he
general uninterrupted
decomposition of t+he
capitalist system,.But the
Labour party remains content
to leave matters at the
electoral level and In the
| arena of par| Tamentary

dispute,the game of in and
outs, so that no mobiifisations
or campaligns can complicate
the mutual concern of
conservatives, | iberals and
labour apparatus to keep the

capitalist system going
whatever the cost to the
population.However whatever

the electoral! outcome of the
next elections and a Labour
victory is quite possible iIn
spite of the LP apparatus, an
accumulation of social
problems is going inevitably
to reanimate the left and pose
again much more sharply than
in the past the need for
social  transformations and
social revolution,

Capitalism has been trying to

propose that the world
refation of forces has
changed because of the
downfall of the soviet
bureaucracy ie that capitalism
can do what I+

iikes.Capitallsm can certainly

kitl mittions of people, it
can kill as i+ is doing at
this moment  thousands of

chiidren in firag and it has
thrown whole continents such
as Africa into ruin.But It
has done all +this and worse
when the soviet bureaucracy
had it+s armies in East Germany

i and was apparently all
powerful ,Nothing of any
fundamental importance  has
changed in favour of
capitalism.On the  contrary

since the weakening of +he
soviet bureaucracy,capitalism
has been incapable of stopping
the revolution in South Africa
s incapable of changing
anything much in the Middle

The Weakness of the Conservative

Government is contained

by the consensus policy of

the Labour party leadership.

in any part of the world.in
the United States so weak is
the great warrior Bush that

he abandons foreign ftrips
hecause the social and
economic situation in the

‘United States is deteriorating

badly .50 great is the
security of capitalismiit is
true that from the point of
view of the world masses there
is no leadership which
corresponds to the necessity
to ilquidate wortd capltalism,
but that is hardly a new
problem.Nothing can stop the
weakening of capitalism,its
historic ineptitude and
inertia., The war iIn Iraq
showed it+s military might and
its social weakness,most
marked in the clitadels of
capitalist power the United
States and Britain.

Moreover the absence of a
major world war which allows
capitalism to renovate fits
forces and dispose of awkward
social problems as with world
wars 1 and 2 , means that all
its soclial ulcers become more
and more overpowering and
weaken [t Immeasurably.There
is no way out for capitalism
save a war to smash everything
progressive be i+ in the
workers states or the world
revolution,.On the other hand
it is a war with no prospect
of success.Thus the
contradictions continue
irrespective of the weakening
of the soviet
bureaucracy.Without a war more
and more decomposition,with a
war the end of capitalism., A
factor which s going to
demoralise capitalism much
more than in the past Is the
growing difficulty of +he
world capitalist economy,The
fears over the slowness of the
American economy to  help
galvanise the system and the
massive . indebtedness
accumulated during the boom of
the elghties bring to the fore
the inability of capitalism to
open nev markets.Eastern
Europe as with the rest of the
world,Asia,Africa,Latin
America do not ingpire
security in the capitalist
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by its social
weakness,
The crisis in Yugoslavia is a

and political

useful guide to the fears of
the capitalist
system.Normally they would
have smashed such a

country.Now they have to watch
their step,although it is
obvious that capitalism has
been sustaining the pro
capitalist fayers in Croatia
and Slovenia including openly
fascist elements, They have
been able +{o use the
bureaucracy in Belgrade which
has deflected +the natural
tendency of what remains of
the Yugoslav workers state to

maintain centralisation, to
play +the nationalist card
instead of +the card of

appealing to the Croation and
Stovenian masses on the basis
of a socialist
perspective.Milosevic is a
supporter of economic reforms

and in essence no different
from the  sharks in the
rebelifous republics.There is
an opposition in Serbia to the
policy of Milosevic who has
used a militarist line to
prevent an honest discussion
of policy.There Is no question
that there was avery
Justification to liquidate the
Croatian and Stovenian
bureaucrats, but this could
have been vastiy facilitated
by fisolating them from +the
populations of that region
instead of bombardments of
Dubrovnik.The fatter has shown

the Milosevic gang without
any ldeas at all.They are just
thugs holding onto  their

privileges.But {ike everything
else in the workers states
their social basis is
narrowing.The fact +hat now

they suggest UNO troops help
in the setttememt of
Yugosiavia shows what +these

people are-anything to block
an inteliigemt perspective
based on discussion with +he
Yugoslav masses. None of the

regimes.The reaction of the
for the reanimated

states
structure of

outcome of

his efforts to intimidate the
population of Checheno~
Ingushetia who want
independenc,.His troops were
sent packing and now he has to
confront the soviet masses on
the issue of price increases
and economic reforms.The
communist vanguard Is golng to
reform In the Soviet Union and
now that +he priviieged party
bureaucracy has been partly
shattered, the
differentiation the

Rumanian miners and the votes
left in
Poland show that the workers
have built a sold
support which
gives no margin for a
capitalist utopia.As for the
Soviet Union the capitalist
class 1s as fearful of the
events in the
Soviet Union now as they were
in the period of Breznev.The
miserable Yeltsin falls at the
first hurdle when even fellow
bureaucrats would not support

hefween

Continued on page 4.

The Revolution is stronger than

the bureaucracy. 22.10.67 J. Posadas.

Acquired social consciousness is indestructible
and the masses defended the Soviet workers state
in the most elevated fashion,The dictatorship of
Stalin,his concentration camps killed fifteen
million peopte but were not able to deprive the
soviet masses of their historic consciousness of
the superiority of the workers state in relation
to the capitalist system, |+ is for this reason
that Hitler found no ally in the Soviet Union.On

the other hand the Soviet workers state found
allies in Roumania,in Hungary,Yugosliavia and
Poland,

That is the h}sforic consciousness of the

masses.Today this is infinitely superior and i+
is for that reason that neither imperialism nor
the bureaucracy can smash the workers state
because the masses defend and support it.They
show in their daily {ife +heir concern,their
commitment and their unconditional defence of
statified property.They defend it in the
factories and in the +rade unions in a thousand
ways,in supporting,stimulating and in impelling
fayers and sectors of +he bureaucracy which
depend on the defence of statified property. The
top layers of the bureaucracy have no interest
in statified property,.They have already
proceeded to the autonomy of enterprises and the

market economy.Their interest lies in free trade
and in the usufruct,appropriation and
accumuiation of capital for investment.lf +he

counter revolution has not occured,it is because
they

revolution

not been
would be

have able to do it.A counter

necessary Yo return to

tyeer...... viereeees. £5,00

private property.lt is for that reason +hat 1+

East~ the conference of Madrid

has solved nothing-and
incapable of developing
capitalism with renewed force

-

investor.This itself is an
expression that capitalism is
detested world wide and its
economy Is Inevitably affected

regimes anxious to return to
capitalism in Eastern Europe
are stable and the masses are
in a position to weaken these

is necessary to expect the final
acounts with the bureaucracy which

be expelled,

settiement of
is going to

Continued on page 3




The Social Nature of the Crisis of the Capitalist System.

The imperialist attack on lIraq
was also aimed to intimidate the
masses of the world, but they were
in no way intimidated.Before and
during the war, millions mobilised
throughout +he worid beginning
with +the Arab countries and
extending to the United States.In
the same way great demonstrations
developed +throughout the world
where Mandela appeared and a
miltion vyoung people in the
concert of the left singer Paul
Simon demonstratred against the
social degradation of the city of
New York.These tatter were
comparatively more numerous than
the participants in the"ictory
parades® in New York.All this
shows that the youth and the
masses do not in any way feel
intimidated.On the contrary they
anticipate very important
struggles In a non ‘oo distant
future,

During the war the capitalist
system was deprived of all its
disguises.Not only has Yankee
imperialism not imposed democracy
in Kuweit nor eliminated Saddam,
but it assassinated more than
300,,000 iraquis to impose its
leadership within  the  inter
capitalist dispute and control the
petroleum suppplies to its main
competitors.This massacre of
capitalism has produced an immense
commotion within its own soclal

base which 1{s going to express
ftself in the next social
struggles .The immense
mobilisation of the youth

throughout the world Is already
+he beginning of this boomerang.
The capitalist system has
increased enormously its economic
and military power, but this has
been realised at the expence of
the social base,of
backward capitalisat countries of
Asia,Africa,Latin  America which
have been condemned to being mere

providers of raw materials with no
economic perspective now that
capitalism 1Is caught within a
spiral  which suffocates any
possibility of expanding and
creating new markets(only in fact
increasing the consumption of the
same market).

The euphoric capitalist
development without limits is the
{ast mask which remains.We do not
discuss and do not demonsirate the
capitalist crisis expecting
something from it and dependent on
+hat, but to Inciude it in the
analysis and the preparation of
the tactic of the struggle of the
masses;and particularly in +this
period to sustain the security of
the communist parties and
socialist parties and the trade
unlon tendencies, bewildered and
shocked in front of  apparent
capitalist power which in reality
is only a castle constructed In
the air.Very much on the agenda
fs the siruggle for social
transformations and for  the
development of the superior forms
of the workers states,

+he wmost

Capitalism lives then In the
total and final crisis of Its
existence and in this crisis the
determining factor is the struggle
of the masses of the world and the
existence of the workers states

because they impede the
possibilities for the big
capitalist countries

precipitating war.Hence capitalism
depends on what happens in the
workers states; it needs o
live,know and try to use in i+s
favour the crisis +through which
the communist parties are passing
and particularly the USSR,

South Africa and lIsrael are the
two great bastions of the
capitalist counter revolution and
they are being disintegrated by
the incessant actlon of the black
and Arab masses and those of the
whole world in a gigantic world
process of the permanent

revolution.The recent congress of
the ANC has confirmed a serles of
anti capitalist and revolutionary
initiatives.The trips of Mandela
abroad have served to give
cohesion to a world movement
agalinst the racist government and
imperfalism.Wortd caplitalism Is
+rying to save de Klerk so that in
alliance with a sector of the

black leadership, it may impede
the revolutionary process already
on the march.With all the

provocations which imperialism has
mounted and which it wifl continue
+o make, it has not been able to

confain ' the growth in the
authority of the ANC and the
welght of the comunists

internally, as also the progress
of the function of the working
class and of the trade unions in
the struggle for  national and
social tiberation,

Capitalism Is not going to yield
easily in South Africa and it is
necessary ‘o prepare for the
development of democratic and
revolutionary struggles  which
combine alllances with sectors of
the white minority disposed to
cede or governments with the
participation of the [{iberation
movement conditioned by world
capitalism(as was the case in
Zimbabwe), !+ Is necessary to be

based on the conditions which the

crisis of caplitalism has made
possible and in an Important
result such as the weakening of
the reactionary support to the
assassin bands in

Angola,Mozambique and Namibia, Yo -

organise the struggle and
programme for the whole reglon.We
appeal  for the United Front of
all the revolutionary movements
and countries of South
Africa,Angola,Mozambique,Namibia,
Zimbabwe,Zambia,the ANC, with a
programme for the development of
the country,of education,of
health,of transport,of housing and
of the democratic participation of

the masses,

World capitalism has not been
able to give any important

2

. storm®, They also have

continuity to the war against Irag
of the past year.The objective of
imperialism In establishing a
consistent military presence in
the reglon after having been
thrown out of iran and Lebanon has
remained dependent on the course
of the conference which Baker has
been promoting.This conference has
no perspective and is a question
of a pressure to see if Israel can
make some concessions.

The Middle East represents the
febrility,contradictions and
struggles which are raging in the
summit of the world capitalist
leadership,They mounted the
greatest mifitary operation in
history(be i+ through the arms
that they used or with what they
had in reserve) which was not only
to overcome the resistence which
Iraq could make.But they did this
fearing a possible revolutionary
reaction of the Arab masses-not
verified through the absence of
revolutionary leaderships
beginning with that of lrag- and
also of the Soviet Union.A sector
of imperialism felt that all could
end in a clash with the USSR and
hence it was the minister of
defence of +the United States
when he wished to exemplify the
military power which they were
installing in Saudie Arabia said
the only force which can confront
our military power is the USSR".

imperialism imposed this massacre
on the rest of world capitalism,
but it was not able to continue
it through the world response of
the masses and through the limits
which anyway the soviets decided
to impose.,At the present the
sector which Tmposed the attack on
lrag has been put momentarily on
one side to give access to the
sector which seeks a solution in
agreement between the Arab
bourgeoisie and lsrael, a solution

to save on the great costs
signified by the counter
revolutionary role and existence
of Israel or the resources
squandered with  the  “desert
to face
the fact that the right has lost
important points of support like
the integralist movement in
Algeria and the situation in
Kuweit., Saudie Arabia paid for
everything done by the
Integralists in Algeria which with
a great demagogic campaign had
achieved an important electoral
success.but  when  the  masses
mobilised against the imperiallst
aggression and the integralists
had to support them
opporfunistically , the Saudis cut
short the financial support and
integralism was completely
defiated.in Kuwait, there is an
important opposition which was
armed and which Is exerting a
pressure for democratic changes.
The Yankee miiitary "victory® is
not going ‘o have Important
results,The dismissal of
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Sheverdnazde was a dgemonstration
that the workers state could not
go further in concession Yo
capitalism and while imperialism
must pressure Israel so that it
concedes,Gorbachev says to Bush
“"Cuba is not a matter for
negotiation”,Normally in the
desert after the storm the vision
clears; imperialism is In a storm
now because because it does not
find the solution which it
desired.

A sector of the Arab bourgeoisie
(Syria and Egypt) wanted to fry to
negotiate with Israel first so as
afterwards impose on the
Palestinians.This new agreement
which imperialism is promotimng Is
a timited solution which is going
to last less than Camp David and

which leaves outside an eventual
agreement with +he
Palestinians.This shows how

insufficlent is the demand of the
Palestinian State to mobilise the

Arab masses and attack the
leadership of the reactionary
camarilias and the Arab

bourgeoisie:Syria,Egypt,Jordan and
Saudie Arabla.!t is not excluded
that later they offer a territory
and a state to the Palestinians,a
difficult matter but it would be
imposed and dominated by the
reactionary powers., The PO
resists the plan of the Yanks
because it sees +his
perspective,They must propose now
the question of the national
demand{ as they pose correctly in
calling for the application of the
UNO resolutions) together with the
social character which they are
going to give the new state. This
means that It must be a
revolutionary state going tfowards

a workers state,which has as an
objective the revolutionary
unification of all the Middle

East,a federation of countries
which includes  the israeli
people,which plans the economy and
the soclal progress of all the
peoples of the region.This is the
only solution for the Middle East
and we call upon the CPSU,all the
communist parties and of the left
to  continue  supporting  the
struggle of the Palestinian and
Arab masses in their struggle
against the regime in israel and
imperialism and the discussion of
a proposal of a  democratic and
revolutionary federation of all
the Arab countries together with
Israel freed from the reactionary
caste which leads it.

Capitalism has no other solution
than a mllitary one,al! the rest
are transitory agreements which
afterwards will lead to new wars
and provocations., To the extent
that revolutionary solutions are
delayed, capitaiism will always
have the possibitity of making
vicious attacks as in Iraq.The
ahsence of revolutionary
feaderships is a result partly of
the |imlted experience of the Arab
masses who participated

fundamentally in movements of a
nationalist or religious character
with social content and this
limited character has made
possible the dominion of small
bourgeols camarriilas.The most
profound experiences |ike those of
Algeria,Libya,Yemen and that of
the Palestinians themselves have
not been able to advance much

further, through +the lack of
understanding of the world
communist and revolutionary

movement. It Is not a question of
material help which in great
measure the soviets have made, but
political help on the basis of the
social experience of democratic
soviet functioning and from the
participation of the masses in the
leadership of society in a way to
stimulate the active political
participation of the Arab masses
and the formation of leaderships
which  go beyond national and
religious objectives.All this was
lacking In the previous policy of
the soviets.The bureaucracy gave
arms and support but did not help
at the same time tfo form
revolutionary leaderships because
it feared that these would impose
on the process in the Middle East
a greater dynamic for which they
were nelther ready or
prepared.Thus Gorbachev during the
Gulf war wanted to impose the
peace plan made with iran and
Syria itself (his principal ally)
was against.

The support which the Arab masses
gave to the action of Saddam in
Kuweit shows in every way the need
and the conditions to advance in

the anti imperialist policy and
against the reactionary
cliques;thus a polioy with

revolutionary  leaderships would
mobilise immediately all the Arab
population,But it also shows that
leaderships like Saddam represent
programmes and methods which are

of no use for these objectives.
Saddam has had to concede certain
democratic demands for the
population and for the Kurds.These

are necessary for the future
progress of the revolutionary
state of lrag, but If new

{eaderships do not
advance which includes the whole
region,then these demands can
retreat and new repressions are
going to be imposed.We call for
the unification of all the
revolutionary movements in the
Middie
fast;Palestinians,Kurds,Libya,
Yemen,Algeria,iran and to open a
great discussion and mobilisation
of the masses for a unified future
in the region appealing to and
supporting the Israel! masses in
the struggle to free itself from
{+s reactionary caste.

The world relations of forces
favourable to the revolution and
progress are expressed both in the
direct and normal form of the
class struggle and also with the

revolutionary




disintegration of the +raditional
structures in support of the
regime of private property among
them the church.The process of
distancing and autonomy which the
church under the  leadership of
the present Fope takes with
respect to the world capitalist
{eadership has been
accentuated,This process already
analysed by Cde Posadas remains
confirmed In all the recent
positions of the Fope;from his
opposition to the war in the qulf
to the recent encyclical of the
YHundred Years" where he exalts

the function of the workers
movement  and  criticises the
capitalist system.The Pope must
respond ‘to the soclfal and
political  maturation of the
religious masses,particularly of
the catholic youth.The great

international demonstration of the
- youth in Poland shows that he must
encourage the church to try to

respond to this maturation. The
intention and the proposals of the
young participants go beyond all
the possibilities of the
capitalist system to satisfy
them.The Pope pursues at the same

time as undertaking the
demonstration in Poland an
insistant policy “towards the
workers state to affirm the

process of Iits dismantiing which
is not simple for capitalism.

The attention of the world Is
concentrated on what is happening
in the workers states.The recent
meeting of the big capitalist
powers ... (G7) discussed nothing
of Importance apart from the
future relation with the USSR and
the meeting declided nothing until
the arrival of Gorbachev.The
development of the future of
history §s not decided by the
initiatives which can emerge from
the capitalist leadership, but
from the USSR and from +the other
workers states and through the
struggle of the masses of the
world., Capitalism finds itself o
be paralysed as far as
soclal,sclentific and cultural
Initiatives; its negligable ideas
are only concerned to improve the
conditions for competition.

Even [f the soviete have made
unnecessary concessions,the
agreements between the USSR and
world capitalism do not have the
significance of +he epoch of
Stalin;on the one hand the soviet
bureaucracy could go much further
in some concessions utilising the
intensification of the Internal
crisis of capitalism and on the
other hand capitalism could not
impose the compiete abandonment of
the external policy of alliance
with the revolution as Stalin did
with Hitler and world capitalism.
The recent agreements-Start- are
not going to be respected by
fmperialism,but at the same time
the soviets are not +the most
prejudiced from the defensive

point of view.The soviets can in
this way use part of the military
costs for the development of +the
economy,This is not bad, but what
is bad is creating the illusions
that It is possible to have an

historic peaceful solution of the
conflict with +the capitalist
system,.For the yanks the agreement
goes against the war Industry
which is the force which controls
the economy.

The demands of the Soviet Union
for economic help and Investments
from capitalism do not mean a new
NEP,Thus capitalism had other
alternatives for investments when
the USSR was the only workers
state;today for an important part
of capitalism the workers states
represent the only possible market
to which It can gain access.But
even so great Investments on the
part of capitalism are not to be
expected. it will only invest what
is absolutely Indispensable to
guarantee a certain market and
will never allow countries like
the USSR with great
potentialities to develop as a
competitor.

The capltalist system lives in a
constant increase of competition

between the main groups .This
intensifies the  confrontation
almost to the point of war

between the capitalist powers. The
strength and the deformed
character however {imited of these
wars between the wealthy
capitalist powers shows the
weight of the historic
confrontation between capitalism
and the workers states.Without
the determining weight of the
workers states, capitalism would
have its hands free fo adjust the
differences between them by force
of arms.If it does not do this, it
Is because it considers with
reason that the workers states
would use the Inter capitalist
war as it did iIn previous
wars.,The wars would begin as

settiements of accounts between
capitalist competitors and end
with the extension afterwards of
the socialist camp. The workers
states are going to use all this
not because they will be able to
intervene or Invade directly, but
they would be a point of reference
for the social intervention which
accompanies every war,The world
mobitisation of the masses in the
principle capitalist countries,
even in the United States with
the imperialist attack on iraq is
clearly demonstrative of the fact
that the masses are not goling to
be afraid of opposing whatever
effort of the bourgeoisie Yo lead
a war with a natlonalist spirit.As
with previous wars,the masses will
transform  them rapidly into
revolutionary situations against
the bourgeoisie.

The great capitalist countries
seek to put themselves in
agreement with meetings of the
GATT and of the G7 ~with small
result,They seek +o stipulate
rules for the competition between
the powers in such a way as to
contain or attenuate the great
internal contradictions. But no
important agreements are made and
the struggle between them
intensifies. In the recent 67
meeting they decided to maintain

for another +ten years the
restrictions on access +to the
world market of the Japanese
cars.This means a serfous blow for
this  branch of Japamese
Industry.The Japanese are going to
seek to enter in assoclation with
other enterprises or creating
factories in Europe apart from the
assemblage factories which they
already have,in  this daily
struggle without quarter,the great
multinationals concentrate buying
up competiters which +they +then
liquidate by taking over their
position in the market or buy up
enterprises and then throw them in
the bin as they only have an

interest in the list of
clients.The concentration in the
field of the information industry
has reached levels of insanity;in
a few vyears four or five
enterprises have succeeded in
controlling 85% of the computers
in the world market,

The German  bourgeoisie swore
obediance and loyaity in co~
operation against the recession
during the meeting of the G7 ,but
their  ministers had  hardly
returned then they increased the
cost of money by increasing the
rate of interest ;a manoceuvre 1o
the benefit of the financial
sector linked Yo the top
industrial sectors, It will
increase inflation, but the state
takes care of this by inflating
the public debt as it now wmust
also pay more interest for the
money it receives in loans., All
the great capitalist countries
accumulate a great mass of public
debt which is the way they have to
conceal inflation and then they
make the masses and the lower
sectors of the bourgeoiste pay for
i+,

Another aspect of the
intercapitalist struggle is the
campaign of a part of the
bourgeoisie against +the drugs

tfraffic.The repression of  some
centres of commerce and production
is not the result of the "noble *
campalgn of Bush but a sector of
capitalism sees that while it must
cope with all +the costs of
maintaining the preparation of
war, there is another sector which
with these "illegal® activities
moves an immense quantity of money
with no acountability ‘o anyone.
The only perspective to which the
inter capitalist crisis is leading
is war.To limit a market |ike that
of the Japanese cars or decree
practicaily the exclusivity of
engineering production within the
ECM and the world to German and
American factories or realise

artificial manceuvres in the rise
or fall of the rate of interest,
are all measures which mean the
liquidation of weaith or the
transfer of wealth from one sector
to another In the economy and
politically correspond to
declarations of war,declarations
of war through forces which do not
represent precisely the national
frontiers, but the different
sectors which dispute the control

Continued on page 4,
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The revolution is stronger than the
bureaucracy.The development of the world
revolution demonstrates an immense progress in

communist sentiment,of communist fraternity and
will, and at +the same time the complete
rotting of the bureaucracy.The latter makes a
cult of sex and of eroticism because it 1is
incapable of leading a conscious and fraternal
life.When 1t reaches that stage,it Is because It
has no basis in tife.,Life 1is reproduced and
elevates the fraternal and moral! relations of
existence.Morality is not the defence of
property but respect towards the other.tt is
human thought which seeks the best aspect of
human beings for the elevation of human

fraternity. That is what socialism is about.!+

is that which will determine the behaviour of
socliety. 1+ is for +that reason that the
bureaucracy has very little +time left +to
survive.

The bureaucracy does not have and cannot have
revolutionary interests.it cannot represent the

will of the masses because it is foreign fto
them.l!f 1t represented a necesslity of the
economy in society,its plans would not be
different from those of the masses,it would have
no fear of discussion,of free social tife,of
proletarian democracy.There are no independent
+rade unions in the Soviet Union.There 1is no
trade union functioning.There 1Is no political
life nor political organisms that
function.Elections only have an executive
role.There is a vote and that is it+.There is no
political preparation,no discussion on the
programme,no agitation no political or +trade
union life of the masses.

All +the social activity of the masses s
negated.lf the bureaucracy did not defend
special interests and if they were

representative of +he masses,they would conduct
another policy.But it is an organ foreign to the
masses which has wexpropriated +them and has
devetoped by usurping the power of the masses
for historic reasons which we have analysed.Ve
reiterate once more the necessity to read the
"Revoiution Betrayed" of Trotsky which is the
most complete book as regards the analysis of
the s+tructure of the bureaucracy in the workers

state,

The bureaucracy cannot have either
thought,ideas or its own programme,its
programme, ideas and thought are not

revoiutionary and are a lot closer to capitalism
than socialism,sometimes integrally
capitalist.The cultural level of the bureaucracy
is expressed in the spectaclies of the can-
can, the ballet,the film,theatre, the fashion
parades, luxury clothes, the conception of
relations which +hey have between themselves
which have nothing to do with socialism, but are

bourgeois relations.This does not arise from
economic relations.The social behaviour,the
social thought,the conception of |ife arise from

in socliety.lf it was a question
society,there would be no
in the USSR there does
socialist

or

their position
of a socialist
bourgeois conception.But
not exist
relations,conception,titerature,theatre
ideas.

The superiority of the workers state and of
socialism is expressed primarily from the social
point of view and afterwards on the economic
plane.Economically the workers state  has
already demonstrated 1It+s superiority +through
statified property ,the planning of the economy,

+he monopoly of foreign trade,But +this must be

expressed socfally,that is +o say to give a
compliete freedom to the population,!f there is
no competition or antagonism within the
population as must be the case in the developed
workers state c¢lose to socialism,the same
relations must be expresed in
culture,art,music,the conception of {ife,the
cinema,theatre,literature but in the USSR all is

submitted to individual behaviour,individual
interest +o individual concerns.
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of +the market,The sector of
finance and the war indusiry is
represented in the United States
but Is extended transversally
through all the great countries
and hence Germany Increases the
rate of Interest and also the
dollar benefits because all the
economy of specufation has as a
centre American high finance.
We repeat the perspective which
capitaiism has is one of
war Gorbachev can swear repeatedly
before Bush the abandonment of
support to the world revolution
which anyway does not convince
imperialism as It needs the
complete destruction of the
USSR, The Soviet Union Is going to
influence immensely the masses of
the world in the case of war.The
masses of the world respect the
workers state and follow with
attention and sympathy the process
of democratisation, Capitalism has
tested +his during previous wars
and during the second world war,
al+hough there existed
contradictions between Germany and
Italy with +he rest,they all
worked In agreement against the
USSR Hence Hitler attacked  the
USSR knowing that the rest of
capitalism was going to support
him.The rest of caplitalism
prefered to run the risk of
strengthening the nazls so long as
these  destroyed the  Soviet
tUnion.,When the  Soviet Union
defeated the nazis, the revolution
was extended throughout  Europe
and the nazis were defeated by the

movements of 1iberation guided by
the communists,!t is for this
reason that capitalism must smash
the workers state and this Is not
possible save ‘through counter

revolution and war.Even with the
hypothetical case of a retreat to
capitalism by the USSR, even in
such a case the war Is inevitable
because capitalism could not
accept the development of such an
important competitor.

The end of the cold war and of
the confrontation between the
bureaucratic leadership and
capitalism which they +try +o
convince us about is
false.Imperialism Is not going to
respect any agreement,The
capitalist leadership cannot be
convinced of working in opposition
to what is its interest that |Is
its position of control of the
economy and society,

Capitalism and the USSR and the
other workers states constitute
fwo antagonistic regimes and the
leaderships of Bush and Gorbachev
are conscious of this situation,
but they are fearful of it and
seek to postpone definitions. Bush
entered with meximum force into
Irag and a sector of imperialism
had the same dreams as Hitler and
hoped to arrive in triumph in
Moscow.!t had to wake up  very
suddenly.The soviet bureaucracy
wishes to use the weakness of
capitalism which Is good but what
is not good is the policy they
follow.The objective is not
Incorrect but with the policy that
they apply they also give a
breathing space to capitalism.Yet
the demonstrations against
imperialist aggression In Iraq and
the world support which Mandela
recelves show that there are
great forces to place on the

agenda the discussion of +the
tiquidation of +the caplitalist
system.

THE POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The European parliiament is a
mystification.lts a form of
parliamentary reformism as 1in the
epoch of Bernstein,Kautsky and
Hilferding.lt 1Is going to express
also as the EEC does the

relationships

of forces
by capital.if capitalism
these European elections

determined
sees that
lead to an

alifance of the social democrats
with the communists which imperiiis
them,they will break 1+ up.

The European parliiament will give
advice.This can be done as well
without it.0n the other hand

everything which will
of blg business wlill

of

very form conclusions

go in favour
take +he form
whether

the European parliament wanted i+ or
not.The masses see better than thelir
leaders.In this partiament,there may

From page 1

functionaries and the real
communists will accelerate and
confront Yeltsin and his
mafia.The incapacity of the
soviet bureaucracy shows the
conditions are maturing for
further confrontations with
the bureaucracy and thelr
eventual expulsion from the
workers  state.The economic
deterioration in the Soviet
Union is the fina! expression
of +the excrescence of the
bureaucracy.With afl the
immense capacity of the
workers state ,its immense
technological achievments all
these people can do is wreck
the state budget ,further
confusion in agriculture by
increasing privatisation and
substitute for planning the
charging of worid prices for
everything, including

internally within the Soviet
Union,These people will do
anything rather fthan rely on
the masses.All +his s the
classic proof of what Posadas
said of the bureaucracy.lt has
no place in history and is the
expression of the most
complete uninteiligence.It is
impossible to ignore the

sardonic element In these
events when the soviet
bureaucrats and people like

Lamont get together to discuss
the soviet economy-those who
are presiding over the wreck
of capitalism confering with
those who are wrecking the
soviet economy.

In Britain the bourgeoisie
is preoccupied with a closer
relationship with the rest of
capitalist Europe.This cannot

be avolded and the big
monopolies are anxious o
settle matters quickly.The

fabour party like the rest of
the workers organisations
present no alternative to the
capitalist class.There are
divisions in British
capitalism fargely because in
the process the" speciai®
character of Britain is
going to disappear and some
conservatives feel +hat this
will weaken the social basis
of +heir system,The British
parijament will no longer
count for  much in the
settlement of Inter capitalist
disputes and  sectors  of
capitalism feel that they will
be marginalised in face of the
European monolith.The British
masses have nothing to gain
from what is simply a bigger

no use defending the British
pariiament in itself,rather It
is necessary  to develop
European socialist
perspective,a federation of
soclalist states,not the
tEurope of the Monopolies,of
NATO or +he new “European®
mititary command desired by

the Franco German block.The
Liberals and the Labour
apparatus who support the
European perspective
uncritically simply conduct
the debate in the terms
established. that 1s what Is

best for capitalism. From that
point of view further links
with Europe are Inevitable.In
its final stages capitalism
tries +o  transcend national
frontiers. it cannot succeed
but the inevitable tendency is

towards the
internationalisation of
capital.

in face of a national and
international situation
bleaker and bleaker for
capitalism, we can expect
turns towards more
authoritarian methods to
contain more and more soclal
discontent.in face of the

housing crisis laws are passed
aimed at squatters.More and
more capitalist governments
will seek to stimulate forms
of racism as with the new
proposed fegistation over
political asylum.The Ilast ten
years of capitalist govermment
have been totally
disastrous.The productive base

of British iIndustry has been
sharply reduced and now
unemp loyment is rising

again.At the same +time the
present government plans +to
further smash the coal
industry. Labour party policy
is a mere modification of that

of +the conservatives.The -
consensus over Ireland
exhibits this very

clearly.Capitalism has no
great interest in solving this
issue because what is
happening in Ireland Iis a
practice for what can happen
in mainland Britain.The
cynicism of capitalism Is
shown in Its sudden Interest
in"citizens charters®~having
run down the public
services,capitalism proceeds
to talk about the right of the

population +o reliable
services.But the best
educational faclilities only

exist for the privileged.They
are constructing a  health
service which will be
submitted to market conditions

and thus the poorer sectors of
the population will be
deprived.

in other words the conditions
are going to mature for severe

social confrontations and a
necessary reanimation of the
left, Without firm and
revolutionary

leaderships,nonetheless the
masses of Britain and the
world have experienced and
learnt a great deal and

nothing progressive in
history has stopped because
the necessary leadership Iis
not avaitable.The conditions
will bring forth a new
generation of leaders and in
the meantime +the masses are
showing and will show that
world capitalism may have many
weapoms and much money but no
intelligence,no capacity +o
intimidate and no future.
Imperialism has no option
except to attempt to
terrorise and find excuses to
intervene and to keep the
world masses in order.Now they
have framed Libya over the
Lockerbie explosion,just as
they framed Iraq.They hope
to use the present weakness of
the soviet bureaucracy to gain

some advantage. Even here
however Bush is not very
successful on the diplomatic

scale.He proposed great cuts
in weapons and then found that
Gorbachev was proposing an end
to nuclear tests.

The forces of the Labour and
communist left are intervening
in conditions in which
capitalist society is becoming
increasingly savage, but where

I+s social weakness Iis more
marked than in any other
epoch.The programme of
expropriating the main
industries and banks under
workers control, for a

rejection of the Europe of the
monopoties in  favour of a
Socialist Federation of
Europe,for the statification
of enterprises about to be
closed,,for price committees

+o decide the price index and

not the statisticians of
capitalism,the end of
NATO,will maintain its

relevance as capitalism sinks
into the swamp of barbarism
and imbecility typical of all
classes that have no creative
function and can only lie and
kill o maintain their control
of society. 15.11.91,

" -
be some Euro~socialists",but +hey capitalist market, but 1+ Is
are more “Euro" than" soclalist®.And
even if the feft has th
. e price of goods,i+ 1Is because It
majority,who has the capital? |f the .
cannot seltl +them.!If it increases the
communist parties were going +o
. price of goods,it is because there
threaten the majority of the i demand for them.The conciusion
European pariiament,the capitalists s @& dems :

would cease to

this Pariiament

development of certalin

the popular

invest and would go

elsewhere,Therefore

expropriated and forced ocut.
Soclalist and communists

which capitaiism reaches at one time
ore another

is not determined by the

the

y must Dbe European parliament or by the

1-
say that communists but by he
will ermit +the market.Therefore it Is necessary to
zeasures in eliminate the whole market
d

interest.But how to do SCOMOMY,whilst the sociallsts an
this? Without state control,wlithout communists are submitted to

» it.J.Posadas. 1.8.77., Extracts.

planning?!f

L8

capitalism

lowers the

FOR THE UNITED SOVIET SOCIALIST
STATES OF EUROPE!
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