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The struggle against the 3 day
week and the miners and railwaymen's
disputes are part Of a Wliole Struggle Of
the entire working class of the country
against the brutality of the capitalist
s~m.

:- · --;111r miner's dispute is moving
quickly toward a national strike, amd
the miners tffemselves are finding the
way to impose certain democratic
measures in the union to compensate for
the passivity of the official leadership.
The tact that the rightwinger, Frank
Smith, of the NUM executive was forced
to meet a mass pit head meeting at
Coalville in Leicestershire in the early
morning to explain why he had opposed
militant action, and other pits have
walked out and declared no confidence
in Smith, shows that the miners are not
prepared to just wait for their leadership. They use a mass meeting to
discuss the organisation of the strike
and the struggle against capitalism.
Because in their actions and their
decision they show that for them it is
not a question of just a wage dispute,
but the struggle against capitalism. The
overtime ban has this sense. It is for
more money, but also a protest against
the need to work massive overtime to
keep a decent standard of living. The
trade union movement gained the 40 hour
week a long time ago, but the average
working week with overtime in the engineering industry is 60 hours, the same
thing in the pits. This is the vicious
brutality of capitalism the miners are
opposing, and the railwaymen too.
And they have the support of all
the workers, the petit bourgeoisie, the
students etc. in spite of the fact that
the NUM leadership does very little to
organise support or make a serious agitation and propaganda on the claim. But
there has been no demonstration of any
opposition to the miners. Capitalism, on
the other hand, has gone to great lengths to make a propaganda exercise
against the miners and divide the working class. £Jut it has tailed; and at the
same-: time, no sector· of the working
class is prepared to accept a reduction
in its standard of living. Capitalism has
to be made to pay for its own crisis the real crisis, the world economic, social, political, moral crisis of the world
capitalist system, not the invented 'energy crisis'. Everyone sees that there
is no shortage of coal to the extent that
would justify from the capitalist point
of view, the 3 day week.
A sector of capitalism wants to
make an agreement, but the most decisive centres are moving tor a confrontation with the working class, profiting
from the weakness of the trade union and

Labour l"'arty leadership, terrorising
sectors of these leaderships with the 3
day week; and if in the process some of
the smaller firms or financial institutions
. go bankrupt, then capitalism concentrates
itself. This means the elimihation of
small scale productionwhichis in crisis
because the working class does not accept a cut in its standard of living. And
if production and the economy are sabotaged by this deliberate action, then this
is the lesser evil for capitalism because
it hopes to use. this as a blow at the
working class. The use of the army
with full battle equipment and tanks
at Heathrow airport is part of the same
policy, the same with the searches of
'IRA suspects' in areas of London and
searches in the London Underground.
It is a policy of intimidation and preparation of the conditions to use the army against the working class. What
other meaning is there to the use of
tanks and hundreds of troops against
hijackers? They have already started
patrols in the surrounding countryside,,
next, they will move them into the cities
against the so-called 'bombers'. The
bombs are real, but the bombings are·
organised by British imperialism to
create a climate of civil war. Without
actually being· civil war, these are
measures of civil war. Tl1e Labour Party
has to condemn these actions of imperialism, and the Left in it and in the
Trade Unions have to organise supP,ort
for the miners with this in mind, but
seeing that this shows the weakness
of capitalism; because capitalism can
no longer depend on the leaderships of
the Trade Unions and the Labour Party
to contain the demands of the base, but
it profits from their passivity to deal
these blows against the masses. Wilson
and the right in the Labour Party keep
quiet, Benn denounces the three days
week as a political and economic measure not determined bythe miners action
and after three days delay, Wilson has
to support him. When Benn comes out
like this, it is because
an enormous
pressure in the Labour Party exists
in support of the industrial actions.
All the forces exist to support
the miners, ASLEF, and the coming
struggle of the engineers. We call for
a Conference of the Trade Unions,
the Labour Party, ourselves, the Communist Party, and the Revolutionary
groups to make a determined campaign
of propaganda and organisation to
support all sectors of the workers in
struggle, and prepare the General Strike
to smash the Tory government and all
its repressive laws and actions, and to
replace it with a Labour government.

All the forces exist tn this coun•.
try, as they do in the whole of Europe
and the world. Part of the basis of confidence of the proletariat is the example
and influence of the world struggle .
The French General Strike last month
the resistance of the Chilean masses
the progress of the Workers States.
'

~
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these lines, showing the Wor~~rs State~,
fhe USSR that has made such a progtess
in the years from the revolution and has
iJ>no ugemployment, inflation or fuel crfais.
It is a superior regime of property, in
spite of the limitations of its leadership
and forms the economic base for the
construction of socialism. The LP and
trade union left has to make this campaign, accusing and confronting capitalism
.as a backward way of organising the
economy and society.

We are agamst any ballot of the
miners, because this is a form of decision making that a/lows--iio discussion
of the tactic and the objectives. We proAnd intervening with a programme,
pose to the NUM, that it shows the level
of decision of the miners by organising
to organise itself as a socialist tendency
mass pithead meetings and rallies to
through its intervention in the struggles
discuss the organisation of the strike
of the class, begining with all the demand the struggle against the capitalist
ands of the miners, the LP programme of
regime. It is necessary to form joint
nationalisations, but without compensat··
committees with other trade unions in
ion and under workers control, workers
struggle, elected by mass meetings and
control so that the miners, for example,
recallable at any time, to send delegat can determine their own safety measures
ions of miners to all trade unions and
, and the organisation of production, so
trades councils, forming Action Commcar workers can determine track speeds
and hiring and firing and impose this
ittees to initiate local actions and devel
- op the discussion of tactics, object·.through workers councils. For a sliding,
scale of hours to absorb unemployment
ives, the situation and what to do.
with no loss of pay. All factories to be
Making factory committees, pit committ closed or only open three days a week
ees, workers area committees with a
constant life involving all the population •. to be nationalised under workers control.
The Labour Parties have to involve
The preparation of a General Strike to
themselves in all this.
return a Labour government with the left
imposing Itself with the anti-imperialist
The left in the LP and trade unions
programme and the objective of social"
has to intervene more decisively, and to
ism. For the European Conference of
do that it has to have a programme. It
workers parties and trade-·i.mions 'to dishas to base itself on the world wide fact
cuss who is to run
Europe , with
of the necessity of overthrowing capitalwhat form of economy, and to organise
ism, the social, economic necessity of
the European struggle against the Comexpropriating the capitalist system.
mon market and the capitalist system
Because capitalism is backward, it cannot and for a socialist Europe.
provide :: human standard of living and
maintain it, it cannot avoid inflation,
The Political Bureau of the R.W.~. (t)
unemployment, poverty, the necessity of
British Section of the
excessive . overtime, poiiutiofl a,nd tile
IV INTERNATIONAL (posadlsf}
'1egradation of the human being. The left
has to make a public campaign along
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WE SALUTE THE NATIONALISATION
QF THE CERRO DE PASCO MINING CORPORATION,
STRONGHOLD OF IMPERIALISM IN PERU,
BY THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT!
WE CALL FOR FULL SUPPORT TO THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST
AND ANTl-Cf.\PITALIST STRUGGLE OF THE PERUVIAN MASSES
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One of the most important conclusions
from the situation in Chile is the form that the
struggle against !he junta is acquiring, the move·
ment of the working class and the points of sup·
port that they have. From the world point of
view there is very little political support. There
is certainly a very great support in fraternity and
solidarity, but there is no discussion on why this
happened and what experiences and conclusions
are to be drawn. While neither the communists,
socialists, christian democrats or nationalists
throughout the world are discussing the problems
of Chile and the conclusions, the Chilean working
class is discussing them. From the first day of
the coup we have made a homage to the Chilean
working class, its decision to resist was going to
disintegrate the enemy and stimulate the struggle
later pn a great scale. This is what is happening.
The resistance of the working class is very
profound. It is on this basis thal it is necessary
to raise the policy to be carried forward in this

stage.

.

It is necessary to begin from the will and
the very elevated decision and depth of the united
front. One of the greatest conclusions that arises
from what even the capitalist newspapers . say
about Chile is that the attitude of united front
of the proletariat has increased, developed and
deepened •. It is necessary to be~11 _!roin J~.i~

THE DECOMPOSI llOA OF THE ASSASSIN JUNTA·
IN CHIL AND THE NEW STAGE OF THE WORKERS

.

.

·
poinf of view. This uprising that they say there
has been may be a manoeuvre made up to justify
the murders. But this underlines that in the whole
process there is a very great combativity, the lack
of fear and restraint, the elevated altitude of
united front. It is on this basis that it is nee·
essary to make the policy"

.~

~-

It is necessary to fight any attempt to make' an agreement with the Christian Democracy. It is
necessary to struggle for democratic demands, for democralic rights of organisation, but not together
with -the Christian Democrats. It is important to appea I lo the left to break with them and accuse
them of murder, and to deepen their crisis. The tactic tending to believe that circumstances allow
one to make a united front with the Christian Democracy means strengthening murderers who have
c°.l~aborat~d_!~ a!! -~-iS. and who now have !o !ll~k~,~uch a policy because they can do nothing ,else.

We oppose thfs policy with all our force. It is a
It is necessary to appeal for a public dismistaken and suicidal policy. If they seek an
'cussion in the workers movement of the present
agreement now it is because after having murd·
stage. Accepting that the Communist Parties
ered and tried to destroy the resistance of the
make the festivals that they are making, but also
proletariat they are trying to .,present_themselves
that they make political meetings of discussion.
and be acknowledged as being less~r assassins
. It is necessary to show that the resistance of the
than tne., others. This would inean giving them an ·
Chi lean proletariat, the thousands of ways in
immense historic stage, while as things are now
.which the proletariat resists, remains united,
this junta will not last six months. !
cohesive and increases its class unification is
It is necessary to bear in mind die very · what is disintegrating and defeating the junta.
elevated resistance of the masses as a measure
-Amongst the events that show that it is the force
of .the policy to mak~. Any attempl atan, agr~e~
of the proletariat that is disintegrating them,. is
ment wffh--ifie · Christian Democracy IS to favour
··' the fact that-the 'Yanks··cannot illtfilvene openTf
and facilitate the reanimation of a sector of the
• in Chile, while lhe Soviet Union has intervened
assassins, to give them credit and an authority,
•openly in the Middle East. This is the relation·
It means to extend their stage of existance with·
·ship of forces favourable to the revolution. And
out any benefit for the masses, and on the cont-:; . instead of being favourable to the junta, the rev1olution in Argentina is against ii.
rary to create a crisis within the masses who are
going to be agalrisf all fftrs; When Ibey still have
i
The junta has not managed to discourage
to shoot and .murder after two months and they
!smash, disintegrate the resistance of the prol:
cannot establish tlteir power without the curfew,
etariat and impel each one of them lo be occupied
iLindicates that if is a power' that can only est·
just with themselves. Their objective was to
ablish itself with the massacre. It is a lack of
• frighten, to terrorise the masses so that each one
anything else, not decision and strength. They
,would enclose' themselves in their family, their
have scarce means; only murder. So it is necess·
house, their work. And it is just lhe opposite.
ary to organise the armed mobilisation at the
The masses have elevated their sentiment, the
same time as the political and trade union mobil·
'consciousness, the fraternal, solid organisational
isation. There are still not the conditions for
resolution of class unification which attracts the
any trade union mobilisation, but it is necessary
small peasantry, the pelit bourgeoisie and the
to prepare for this.
Christian Democracy too. Basing oneself on this
Their d!lcomposition goes very, very quickly,
it is necessary to appeal for democratic demands
If they still have to impose the curfeW after two
months it is because they have no security in · _·,waiti~g for late! stages. Meanwhile continuing to
their own ranks. Which is to say, the resistance ~ o~ganise the united fr~n! for wa~e demands accor·
of the masses and. of the world., is having a very
ding to the cost ?f ltvmg, a~am~t the shortage
great iilfe~ct. Within it the importance of the attit·
· of foodstuf!5. Makmg a campa1~n, We want bread,
ude of the Workers States in breaking diplomatic
we want mil~, eggs and butt~r, we had them. berelations. It is necessary to condemn the Chinese . !ore, we don t have the~ now • At the. sai:ie l1!f!e,
who maintain diplomatic relations, which is a
We wantdem~cracy, w~want democ:at1c hbert!es,
smokescreen for the junta. Making 3 united front
w~ want the n~ht to discuss, the nght to. decide,
with the Christian Democracy is within the attit··
l~1~k, comp!am, to demand better work~ng c.on·
ude of the C.hinese. It is necessary to condemn
dtbons and· wages, we want .a.II the. trials. and
this as a false and suicidal policy, a basis of
.murders to end and all the poltt1cal ll_r1soners set
political capitulation, such as they are doing by
free'. ••certainly all tllis cannot be don~.o~n~y
supporting NATO against the Soviet Union. It
but 1t 1s necessary to ~o forward _developing 1t m
does not mean a political capitulation in every· • a public and clandestm~ campaign, whether. on
thing. They do not capitulate in Formosa because . the walls, leaflets or whatever. Now meet.1~gs
here they have a direct interest within their own
are made, leaflets appear, the army cleans wntmg
zone, What difference is there between Formosa
off the walls and they immediately appear again.
and NATO? They are two instruments of imper· • They go and clean them in the night and next
ialism!
· day the writing is there again.

¥iiE ·rf\ctlc ro oRGAN1sE THE uN1rEo ~RdNr· ANo· GAuJ TB'E·,
BASE OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY.
.·-it isa probiem of revolutionary tactic; class !attic and' Class policy. This junta is maintaining
itself through terror. It has the arms for terror and it is going to maintain the terror while it can,
the way to I iquidate them is for the masses to confront them. The Christian Democracy has been
shown to be .a supporter of the junta, the party through which every assassin junta such as this :
moves forward and develops. They are 'the parties of the bourgeoisie that permitted these layers to
develop in their interior. It is necessary to break them.
_,

-·

;'

- - · ""

~

-·· -··

'

·-

J. POSADAS

12.11. 73

AGAINST ANY AGREEMENT WITH THE ASSASSIN LEADERS OF
THE .CHRISTIAN.. DEMOCRACY! ....... '

/I

RED FLAG -3

9th January, 1974.

----

•

•

·
As for all those who say they ·. ' they murdered 40,000 proletarians. What about
want to prevent the civil war, the massacre, ' this? This should make them regret and condemn
what .about th~ 40,000 th.e~ have killed! All those
the consciousness of each one of them who op·
who were against the CIVIi war and did not pre·
· posed the armed preparation of the proletariat;
pare for the civ~ar, the civil war came and·
Here is the proof. The 40,000 here, the. 80,00~

...

.

throughout lndo-China, the 40,000 in the Middle•
East. What about this? Isn't this equivalent to.
an atomic war? T0 all those who say that they
do not want the atomic war, we do not want the
atomic war either, it's them who want it! And
they can make it because they have the anns.
All this about preventing it, containing it, pos.tponing it is all an invention. It may be postponed
but they will make it anyway. And if they postpone it, why aren't we going to prepare ourselves
to make it? The Socialist International has offic·
ially denounced that there have been 40,000
niuri:leiei:I! lffa necessary to make an appeai·
draw these _conclusions. It is necessary to draw
the conclusion that to go to power it i~ vital to
destroy the judicial structure of the capitalist
system, to destroy the capitalist state apparatus.
This is the clearest and most conclusive exper·
ience in which the masses are maturing. This
experience was unnecessary, th is could have
been reached without the need of this defeat. It
could have been made through a political discussion in the class, to have discussed the
October Revolution, the Chinese Revolution, the
Cuban Revolution and all the other revolutions.
There is not a single revolution that went to
power without the civi I war! Even Czechoslavakia,
where they had prepared the counter-revolution.
'· . .TM!!...~~~. JU!!)Ie~!l.,.~, %i11gt<L!e.Y11l11JJ011 b.lJ>arl •
iamentary means. If it begins by parliamentacy
means, it is then necessary to use force to sus·
tain it.
We reiterate; we do not want the civil war
nor the atomic war, but they are the· ones who
make them. So we forsee and prepare for them, we
prepare the organs to destroy those of capitalism.·
To go to power destroying the capitalist organs ·
and gaining a part of the army., to gain ii! To
destroy the political power of the army, this is
the first measure and a fundamental conclusion.
And to arm the proletariat, to organise the country
in the form of territorial militia. This is a class
war, not a democratic progression. The proletariat,
employs democratic norms, bul they employ fascism, war, arms like in the Middle East, like in
lndo-China, like they did before in Cuba. So
draw this conclusion and appeal now for a world
movement of support for Chi le. The petit bourgeoisie supports all this, capitalism is powerless.
A sector of the army sees that it is being used as
cannon fodder to defend the priveleges of a few.
The army is not going lo be gained as a structure,
but part of lhe army can be gained, as has been
done in every revolution. Bui how is it lo be
gained? With demands and persuasion? With
respect fot .bourgeois constitutional norms? No
the constitution is bourgeois democratic because
. it means respect f()L libertL111Lto the point of
upsetting the bourgeoisie, affecting the capitalist
interest, and when it can. it makes a coup. This·
is why it is bourgeois democracy, and this is why
we say socialist democracy.• Which is to say,
complete democracy· to transform society. They
are not going to admit this.

io

. It is necessary to emphasise the attitude
· of the Soviet Union in not going to play football,
of breaking diplomatic relations, and to condemn
the Chinese. It is necessary to appeal to the
Chinese for a public discussion on what commun·
ist behaviour must be, which is what we are
•pointing out in all the Workers Stales. All the
worker, political and trade union movement, all
the world proletariat, the. Communist Parties of ,
the Workers States and of the capitalist countries,
the Social isl Parties, the workers centres have ;
to give priority to a discussion on support to
Chile, a discussion of the experiences of Chile
and the preparation of the worker, trade union and
pillitical movement in these discussions.
The Christian Democratic base can only be
gained with decisive action in combat. An import•
an! part of the Christian Democratic base is now

certainly against the junta, but politically. and
electorally its conduct is going to be the same .
as before. They have to see that they are capable
of resolving the problems of society. And if they,
see that they are going to respect the bourgeois
norms, the bourgeois consttiution, then they will .
stay where they are. They have to see a superior .
attitude and decision lo transform society. Other·
wise they see it as an electoral problem and stay·
where they are because they do not feel attracted
·and gained by a superior attitude. All the inf·
luence that can be gained now on the petit bourgeois and Christian Democratic base is not gained.'
through sadness or solidarity because there is
• murder and deaths. If there is no political con·
viction and there is no change in political con·
ception,, the layer which can be gained in this
way is very small. On the other hand, when they
see the Popular Unity decided to lake power, to
destroy the entire structure of the bourgeois
apparatus, to gain part of the army directly, to 1
arm the proletariat, which has a right to be armed,
to structure the defence to be able to progress
against the capitalist regime, then ·aTf this petit
bourgeois layer is going to be gained, because it
sees .the. decision. to. change socie!I_._ Otherwise
it sees an attitude of solidarity throughout the
murders they are making but they see no political
transformation. One cannot expect ·them to see
the Popular Unity as better than the -fascists"""'"
because they do not murder, and they believe
that you can go to power in a parliamentary way.
It is necessary to show that it has to be done by

.force. Force doesn't inean going about killing
and murdering in the streets, but for the proletariat to impose by force, by means of resolutions
of parliament and the trade unions, and by arms
too; to enforce the decisions !aken by armed force.
The entire situation in Latin America is
favourable. The commission to revise the OAS
(organisation of American States) against American iniperlplism has met. Brazil, Uruguay and
Paraguay 'did not go. They are afraid that an
anti-imperialist resolution will result. And a resolution against imperialism is going lo come out.
The entire situation in Latin America is favour·
able to drawing all the conclusions from Chile.
This experience was unnecessary, bu! ii happened. There was no need for a defeat. The
fundamental conclusion is this; the only force
that remains to them is the army, the structure of
the bourgeois apparatus, in which the entire
structure of the bureaucratic apparatus came from
before. It is necessary to break all this; the
police, the army, all of it. This does not mean
unemployment, _ nor condemning any poor peut
bourgeois, worker or peasant to hunger. They can
all have work. But it does mean breaking the
power in the state structure that came from a
previous stage. To change all of it, not just one
or another boss. All the structure! If they do not.
do, this the result is the 40,000 !hey have already
murdered and those they are going to murder, the
thousands they have killed in Argentina and
Brazil.

. The fundamental thing is to see the present
. moment as it is. It is a moment of defeat but not
retreat. The proletariat remains intact. It is not
broken up or disorganised internally, nor does it
feel internally disintegreated. It stays in defeat,
but united. This must mark the tactic to follow
and the phases of the tactic which must be accom·
panied by the world process of the revolution, in
which what counts for a great deal and what has
to be emphasised, is the altitude of the Workers
States, and in particular the USSR, which is a ·
contribution lo the struggle against the assassin
junta. For the tactic to follow in this stage it is
necessary to feel that the class is united, and
this facilitates actions, demands and stages
because on a world scale the process is in as·
cent, it does not favour capitalism, it does not

: Tile traditional right wing in the Executive
CommiJtee of the NUM is very weak, it only has
points of support in the union apparatus and
marginal sectors, within COSA for example. The
left, on the other hand, exists at the top of a
, 'union with a profoundly militant tradition, not
- LJeast that of the '72 strike, Saltely, the flying
1 pickels etc. Now in a situation that is more
'' mature than '72, this left is still not responding
sufficiently lo the depth of struggle and sentiment
of the miners.The fact that this 'left' is so silent
• makes such a slight intervention and discussion
directly at the pits with the miners, and makes no
. .serious attempt to deepen the discussion with
·other sectors in struggle, is a reflection of the
· conservatism of the trade union structure, the
,ri~id bureaucratic structure that paralyses ideas,
I

discussion or any break with routinlsm. For the
base of the union to really weigh in the leadership
this rotten structure has to be broken.
The present crisis of the Tory government
and the political, economic and social crisis of
the capitalist system mean that it is no longer
possible to condud a wage struggle on the basis
ol getting more money by making a strike and
then being able to wait before having to fight
again. Inflation, the rising cost of living, the
falling quality of many goods means that it is a
constant struggle of the working class to maintain
living standards. This poses more clearly than
anything else to the trade union leaderships the
necessity of carrying the struggle much further.
A necessity which they are generally unprepared
for because of their previous role and education
as a go-between, between the capitalists and
workers. Hence their present crisis and paralysis.The middle ground of manoeuvre and collaboration
ls-eliminated, on the onihand by tile capifallSt
economic collapse and on the· other by the con·
stantly developing will and consciousness of the
trade union base to make a more decisive struggle,
It is necessary to make a real mobilisation on
every strike issue, with. mass. assemblies and
mass committees linking all secfors in struggle.
Within the tr~;-!~ unions themselves there has to
be a real life of ideas, discussion, resolution,
and this means breaking the grip of the appar·
atuses by imposing a more elevated trade union
democracy; mass assemblies, mandated delegates
subject to instant recall, a full discussion of all
the problems. Then the trade union is not just a
source of instructions to its members but an organism in which the class can weigh and decide.
The government is trying to use the miners
dispute and the 'oil crisis' to launch an offensive.
against the working class by imposing a three

teml _!o_sm1sh, __!ii~o!g~nist!_,()r' disintegrate the 1
masses. Un \the' contrary i\ ,jends to impel them. ·
The Miadle East is an example. The Sov· ·
iet Union has intervened in the Middle East.
Sadat and the Americans have made a pact against ,
the progress of the revolution, which also goes
against the Soviet Union. In spite of this Heykel
declares 'Be careful, don't try to make an agree· •
ment with the Americans after using Soviet arms'.
He is saying to them that ii is a class agreement
against the revolution, he is warning them. Heykel
- who even if he is changing is not the represent·
ative of the revolution • is seeing that it is a ~
sellout, that a sellout is on th~ way to prevent '
the development of the Arab 1:ountries and he i
warns that this is going lo be challenged by the '
revolution.
'
·
1

TO REORGANISE THE STRUGGLE OF 'THE MASSES IN CHILE IT IS
NECESSARY TO BE BASED ON THE WORLD PROCESS
J

'

,

l

'
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The struggle of the masses in Lalin America, the Middle East, Inda-China, the struggle of
the European masses, shows that capitalism has no force on a world scale to stimulate or aid reaction by providing it with points of support. Bui on the other hand the proletariat feels that it is full
of life.(;apitalism has Watergate and Nixon's days are certainly nu111~red. Nix()n can stay in power~
on conditio~ that he follow~ a policy. 'f'.hich a sector of the CIA want, but it is also evident that all·
the proletariat and the pettl hourgeo1s1e see that the leadership of the most powerful capitalism
·is a gang of bandits.
They are thieves, pure and simple, liars, common
imperialism would have been able to intervene,
criminals and they conduct their internal struggles
ii would be able to do it now, but it could not do
just like gangsters. How is it possible to have
so because it was stopped by the world revolution.
confidence in them? How to believe that they are
And at the same moment when the junta in Chile
going to respect any promise, or negotiation, howcarried out its assassinations, 14 countries of
, ever unimportant, that they undertake, impel and
Lalin America met to draw conclusions that go
encourage? They only make treaties in order to
against the military alliance of the Inter-American
break them the day after. The embraces given to
defence pact.
Brezhnev have ended with the Middle East. Imp·
it is necessary to be based on this world
e'rialism has neither the intention, nor ttre ~nterest
process. The struggle of the masses progresses
nor the means to fulfill its commitments, on the
in Italy, Franee, Japan, throughout Latin America. '
The Chilean masses have been defeated but not ·
other hand the Workers States tend to fulfill them.
but it is not a question of that. In Chi le Yankee
smashed or disorganised, and they do not feel
conquered. We appeal to the comrades of the
Communist Party, the Socialist Party, MIR, MAPU to draw these conclusions. There are stages.
One cannot call now for a mobilisation, but
certain- actions they are doing can be stimulated ••
But it is necessary to unify them with an ob·
jective, so that they may have a mass appeal on
the problems of food, the cost of living, unemploy·
ment, lack of democratic rights in the factories,
the absence of all rights. It is necessary to re·
day working week and to make a propaganda camestablish democratic rights. These campaigns are
paign against the miners as the cause of the
going to allow a communication of all the popul·
crisis. It is necessary for the NUM at all levels
ation, while the trade unions reanimate their
to respond to this by appealing for and organising
intervention with the workers parties•. It is nee·
joint action with the engineers and railwaymen to
essary to discuss an action of united front and
prepare the General Strike to overthrow the
afterwards the discussion can develop to give a
government. At the same time raising a discuss·1
very great perspective to this united front. For
ion and transitional demands for WORKERS CONthe moment it is necessary to pose the objective
TROL of production, c9nditions, safety, hiring
and
organic reactivation of the class with a progand firing to be imposed by pit committees. THE
ramme. It is this which is happening at the presSLIDING SCALE OF HOURS AND WAGES so all
ent moment but still in a very decentralised way.
wages rise with the cost of living and there are
It is necessary to acheive a unification of the
no pit or factory closures, working hours being
leadership and a discussion of all the class, in
reduced on full pay to prevent unemployment.
Chile and outside. It is necessary to. find the
This is the discussion which has to be raised in
way to lead this discussion in Chile,
the NUM, but it is necessary to bear in mind that
most of the present leadership and structure are
The attitude towards the Christian Dem·
opposed to this. So rank. and Ii le action is irrepocracy is a fundamental problem. There is a
laceable. As for example the public meeting ol
left workers and peasants base in the Christian
miners in Nottingham on January 10th to discuss
Democracy that can and must be won.To do th is
the dispute andlhl'J fight against Phase Three.
it is necessary to appeal to it directly and with
Even if the local apparatuses oppose such iiiit·
examples, to appeal to it to struggle for a progiatives, they can, nontheless, play a fundamental.
ramme and policy which shows the resolution to
role and at the same time be a pressure toward
smash the existing power. Even with the inf•·
the dissolution of these archaic and backward
luence of the world proletariat, if matters were
structures.
decided by electoral means or in relation to the
When McGahey tells the government that he
bourgeois
constitution, this Christian Democratic
is in favour of their overthrow and writes in the
base does not see a socially superior force. If
Morning Star that. whole sectors of the miners
not it would have been united. They are going to
are for ' a complete change of the system' it is
be united now in the trade union struggle becbecause the conditions exist for the struggle for
ause they have the same conditions as the prolpower in Britain, and also because he feels !Ile
weight of revolutionary currents that exist among
etariat. In this unity it is necessary to appeal le
the miners. The organisation of these forces with-.
overthrow this power against its party which is
in the NUM is going to be fundamental in decom·
an assassin party. For this a greater internal
posing the bureaucratic structure of the trade
democracy is needed. Then the base can feel that
union and in stimulating the left in the Labour
it is living a better life in which it can intervene,
Party in the decisive stages of its transformation.
and decide, and in the intervention and with a
This requires an elevation of the political and
full discussion, ii can see its bourgeois leader·
programmatic discussion within the NUM.
ship. It understands and sees a perspective. This
is not immediate because the ploletariat has

THE MINERS STRUGGLE AND THE NEED.· TO
CHANGE THE STUCTURE OF THE N.U.M.
The miners overtime ban has·been unanim·
ously supported in the pits, causing a consider·able reduction in output and running down coal
stocks in !he country and developing as a factor
in the present crisis of the Tory government. All
the conditions exist for a national strike to win
the present dispute and deal yet another severe
blow to the capitalist system. Thi! government is
weak, the feeling in the pits is for a strike, even
.in the generally less militant areas, a strike now
'in the winter months with coal stocks at their
present level could triumph very quickly. So it is
necessary to discuss, what is the NUM leadership
preparing? Why are there no meetings to discuss
and organise a mobilisation? Why hasn't the
decision of the NUM in S.Wales to call a series
of mass rallies not been copied elsewhere? Isn't
it possible to Jorge links between the. ·NuM,
ASLEF and lh~ AUEW as well as rank and file
links, to be ~ble to take the action of these
sectors much !further, lo the. preparation of the
General Strik~?

'

<

•
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recieved a blow. But we reiterate the following
conclusion; they have killed 40,000 people; such
a sudden massacre was to smash, to subdue the
because people reflect 'they have killed, we pay·
' this price, we have been mistaken politically;
~but we are going to correct the political errors
· which were to have confidence in the capitalist
. structure which is what they are utilising to
kill us'.
On this basis, it is necessary to draw in
its turn our conclusions. What is apparent is that
the capitalist structure cannot be the base to
reach a parliamentary or electoral majority, but
to take measures which allow the organisation of
the forces to destroy the enemy apparatus. One
of the greatest errors was not to have smashed
.the lorry owners strike from the start. To break
and destroy the strike of the lorry owners and
the shopkeepers! It could have been done, but
they stood in awe of the constitution, the bcmg·
eois law of property, distribution and ttw fear of
the army. If help had been asked of Die Argentin·
ian government, they wou Id have given it, or the
Peruvian, or they could have appealed to the
masses. At the same time. why not disintegratr:
the army, when it was ohVious that it was plot·
ting? The conclusion ls concrete, there were prior
" and .11recise denunciations that !he army was
plotting and it nas clear which ones were going
lo make the coup, And they made the coup. Wei I
why weien't they thrown out before? They led the
couj)! II is not a question of majority or minority.
Tile population is the majority. With the votes
Which they got and the exploited population
which did not vote, they are the majority, the
absolute majority.
remain confined to the
electoral expression is false, it is not historically
correct. Why don't they present all the working
forces, they only vote from the age of 21. Even
electorally, if it was based on the work force we
would see who is right. it is necessary to have
these discussions in the workers movement, The
leaderships of the communist, socialist parties,
the nationalists do not discuss this. II is necessary lo open a world discussion. Why did we lose
Chile, what are the stages, the experiences?
Is the support of the Soviet Union • which is very
good • sufficient in Chile to go to power? No, ii
is necessary to destroy the bourgeois power in
every country. If it is with the help of the Work·
ers States, it is much better. It is necessary then
to count upon the support of the Workers Slates
and it is necessary lo appeal tothem.Besides, it
is possible to go to power throughout the world,
proletariat by means of an inexplicable defeat or
to destroy the feeling of optimism. This con,
clusion, at least, has to be drawn from the killing
of 40,000 people. Nothing of this has occured
now. Capitalism sustains itself through the indecision of the parties of the working class to
take power.
If the Soviet Union had given the arms in
the Middle East, why does it not give them in
Chile? We appeal so that the Soviet soldiers
continue in the Middle East against imperialism.
They are quite right, they have a comp lele hist·
oric right because it is for the benefit of humanity~
Well, and why don't they do it in Chile? What
difference is there? The same attitude of imper·
ialism in the Middle East through Israel as in
Chile through ITT, the Christian Democracy, Pin·
ochet, all the genera Is who said lo Allende,
. .'Yes, yes, Senor President', it is not possible to
trust them. It is necessary to discuss all this,
without ~proaches, judgements or condemnations,
but as a critical examination of this experience
lo progress. This is the purpose of this dis·
cussion.
Organs of class power must be made which
control the factory, workers area and army. Why
nol control the army, who says it can'I be done?
Why remain subjected to their constitutional
forms? The army is superior to what? To the
Chamber of Oeputies, to justice, to the factories?
. It is inferior! The army can produce nothing, it is
an instrument created by the hourgeoisie for its
defence. It is very difficult to break up the army
because it is the most centralised and structured
organ of capitalism, but experience shows that
a number of the military can be easily won over.
Accardi ng to the reports they .have the lami ly of
Prats held as hostages and before the coup they
had arrested him and other generals and they
killed others.
turn to back page

ro

********************~~**********~**~

SUBSCRIBE TO RED FLAG !
1 year •••••••••• £ 3.10p.
6 months ••••••• £ 1.60p.
U • .:>.A.

1 year ••••••••••• us $ 9.50
.; months .•....•. us $ 6.00
·~····~······•••¥•¥~¥·~~~·······~··~

9th January, 1974.

4 ·RED FLAG

----.ON THE· IJISSOllJTION 01 THE WORKERS PARTIES_
.

.

·'•

IN ·tJRIJfJIJ'Y

<from 11 letter fo Ille 1Jr1191111y11n Secflon >

2. 12., 13.
The dissolution of the workers parties in
Uruguay is a blow that the bourgeoisie is trying
to give, but the result is going to be a quick
double boomerang, It was necessary to shake up
the Communist Party, the Socialist Party, the
Frente Amplio, who were in a state of the most
complete passivity. In some of them this blow
is going to accentuate the passivity so they go
to sleep, but on the other hand it is going to
show those who want to impel the struggle, which
is the majority, that they are going to find the
way to be allied to the powerful nationalist wing
of the army. This wing is important and powerful,
but it is timid, indecisive and it does not see the
relations with the trade unions and the parties,
they do not see in them the decision to triumph.
So this blow is going to impel them to intervene
• without waiting for legal, constitutional or parl·
iamentary means.
Less than one year ago there was a general
strike in Uruguay that paralysed the country for
ten days. The government. repressed, but the
re~ression did not discourage or weaken the str·
ike. The strike was not won because the commun·
ist and socialist leadership did not combine it
with the struggle to overthrow the government and
for an alliance with the left wing in the army to
form a new leadership and a new government.
.
In the CNT's general strike there were the
revolutionary conditions to go to power, to call for
a left military·CNT-socialist-communist government. This stage has aIready passed, but it cannot
go back. It is necessary to organise the mobi lisat·
ion to have a force against the repression in the
trade union movement. To call for a public and
clandestine movement, appealing at the same time
to the sectors of theleft in the military for a
struggle for democracy and for a government that
responds to the wi II and democratic needs of the
. maigrJb'c()f the~i::()untry1"Wh.Mre"agai nst ·the government. At the same time, it is necessary to appeal
for it to have a programme which is not just the

military's points 4 and 7. Te extend this, not
allowing the military to determine what programm·
atic points there are going to be and to limit them
just to the economy. It is necessary to extend
them and show that there is an economic crisis
which is a product of the crisis of the capitalist
regime and that to come out of it a programme and
perspective are needed that surpass points 4 and 7
It is not a question of confronting the nationalist
military and accusing them because of the limitat·
ions of points 4 and 7 but showing that these are
insufficient and that one can go further.
It is necessary to discuss this in the comm·
unist movement and show that those who were
capable of making the genera I strike that stopped
the country was not the military but the CNT. All
the country was behind the CNT. This had authority when it showed that it was confronting them.
It had no more consequences because they did
nothing more. Neither did the government, apart
from the repressive measures it took. It left the
strike to die. If the communists, socialists and ·
CNT had made a mobilisation of the people,
meetings, demonstrations, appea Is to the army,
they would have forced a solution and obliged a
change with a government much more to the left.
This is passed but it is going to be posed again.
Now it is necessary. above all to include the
conque.st oJ. dem.ocratl£ rjgbis combined with the .
conquest of democratic rights combined with the
struggles for trade union demands.
The decree of dissolution is not a triumph
of the government, it is not a blow given as a
result of a retreat or defeat of the workers move·
roent in. Uruguay.Jt is not a blow produced as. a
result of a retreat of the masses. ltis the oppos·
ite. On the contrary, it is a measure taken to
contain the offensive of the masses. In aII the
elections in the university in spite of the regime
of dictatorship ( not very active but it is a_dictatorship- that imposes a controlciver what it is
permitted to do in the country) the left has won.
Including the elections of the rectors. The gov·

THE .DECOMPOSITION OF•••
continued from Page 3

It is necessary to be clear that the army is
going to intervene in every way, in any country
of the world. It is the method of capitalism; there
has been no revolution where the army has nQ[
intervened. It is important to realise that it will
intervene. What has to be done is to break it
beforehand, to win a part, to maintain control

over them by way of workers organisations and
to arm the people; so that the army feels that the
people also have arms. It is necessary to have
a stratagy to control key posts in the Air Force
and the Navy.All this must be discussed. To
conceal the discussion is to give them an advan·
tafe. In our camp it is also impor.tant to discuss
al this.

THE WORKERS STATES MUST INTERVENE WITH ALL THEIR
STRENGTH AND MEANS AGAINST. THE ASSASSIN JUNTA.
This help of the Soviet Union shows that it is necessary to appeal for a much more direct int·
ervention in l.at)n America. To appeal to the Workers State~, the Communist and .Socialist parties
left catholic parties, nationalist movements, to the left, to discuss and support Chile on the base of
world mobilisations to smash the Chilean junta as happened with fascism. In Italy they have just
held a meeting of many thousands of students. Their objective is to smash the fascists in the un·
iversities. Thousands and thousands marched through the streets shouting, 'Death to fascism, out
with fascism from the university'. Even though itis limitea,·ff is· ifmobilisatfon against fascism.
It is necessary to demand that they make a mob·
ilisation against fascism in Chile. All the world
sports organisations should protest also against
the action of the FIFA which excludes the Soviet
Union. To condemn and reject all this and to
reorganise the Olympic Games, which have a
class interest. It is not possible to play in any
stadium in a country where the people arel>eillf
murdered. Sport is not something remote from
civil liberties. In Chile they murdered people in
·the stadium, in the streets and threw their bodies
in the river. Hundreds of bodies have been seen
floating in the rivers. One of the generals in the
junta admitted it, but said that they could not
control it. Which means that if there were hund·
reds of bodies seen floating in the rivers, what
can it be like in other places where they cannot
be seen. It is necessary to communicate iind
circulate ii1 Chile that the Soviet Union is not
going to play football in Chile and condemns the
military junta, as do all the other Workers States.
We must support this and see that all the world
knows and applauds such an attitude.

It is important to make a campaign so that
all the Communist Parties discuss that this ex·
perience shows the need for a united front with
these demands, linking them to the armed struggle.
The Communist Parties are awaiting the decomp·
.osition and the division of the junta, These are
assassins who killed at least 40,000 people.
Thisj~Jh_~-~l&Jl!!Perialism with the Chilean
•bourgeoisie. It is not necessary to expect that the
Christian Democracy is going to. decompose the
Junta or is going to take power, or is going to
have to make a counter coupagainst them.-·A
·countercoul> would be to maintain everything that
they did, against the revolutionary movement,
against the progress of socialism in Chile. Anybourgeois leadership which takes power is going
to do the same. Only the mobilisation of the
masses can break the Christian Democracy which
is the axis of all this and to smash the National
Party. It is necessary to appeal for a discussion
in the world workers movement on these experiences.
It is necessary to pose in the Communist,

ernment formed its trade unions, opened trade .
union locales with carpets, porters and free cups
of coffee ....... and they stayed empty. And the
old trade unions that they dissolved are more
alive than before and actively functioning. The
government dissolved the CNT and tha trade un·
ions recognise the CNT.
The workers movement is full of decision,
it is not frightened, There is persecution, there
is repression, there are constant arrests. The
workers in the prisons and barracks make a pol·
itical activity, they meet with the soldiers and
organise, talk and make meetings. The dissolution
is-no'f measure ta ken in the middle of a process
of retreat of the workers movement, but ip the
middle of an ascent of the masses. In spite of
its timid leaderships they are trying to impel the
mobilisations.
So this measure is not supported on the
fear or disintegration of the masses. It is sup·
ported on a fact that favours the bourgeoisie
quite a lot; there is not a united front that responds. The Frente Amplio has no policy, it does
not respond, it does not mobilise, it does not
mobilise the masses, it does not call .for any
activity, it has stayed paralysed. So the gov. ernment profits from this partial paralysis of the
Frente Amplio to take this measure. But the proletariat is alive, full of decision and it is 1.!0ing_
to reply with mobilisations. It is necessary to
appeal for a mobilisation and to the left in the
army to make a united front to overthrow this
government.
Even so, in this situation in Uruguay there
is no benefit to them. Nor has the coup in Chile
strengthened or affirmed the right socially. Almost
3 months of constant murder of thousands of work·
er militants, continuous murders and imprison·
ments, but the workers movement and the masses
ofChffe are reailrmating their mobilisations.There
have been strikes, they make publications and
meetings, they do not allow themselves to be

a

Socia1ist, left Catholic parties and the ieft nationalists, that they publish all the reports which
show the cohesion, the unanimity of the united
front of the masses, the resistence and the united
struggle of the masses which is disintegrating the
Junta. Without such a defence and struggle of the
masses, the Junta would not disintegrate, it
would maintain itself firm and cohesive, and the
sectors of the National Party which are the most
reactionary and the Christian Democratic right
have also supported all this.
What does it
matter if they call themselves 'democratic' if
they perform the function of the fascists, the
policy of the fascists, the objectives of the
fascists?
It is not necessary to believe what is
being said of the fights or the divisions in the
Junta. It may be that they exist. But they are
rumours destined to create the expectation of a
crisis so as to hinder anything else. If these
struggles exist, so much the better - but they
will be seen. If there was something real and
serious, there would be more important indications. A Junta is not going to say in two months,
'Well, we are losing, lets get out'. On the contrary, imperialism is going to, sustain them, to
mafofahl the repression ana a powerful team •by
means of assassinations. This is going to stimulate a sector of the Christian Democrats to seek
an agreement with the Communists, the Socialists
and others. But they only do this when they don't
know what else to do. One cannot gfve way to
this situation, because the Christian Democracy
is trying to show itself as a force which is not
going to kill, is going to allow a certain freedom,
a certain trade union movement1 is going to pose
an electoral solution with the elimination of the
Communists and Socialists so that these accept it
as the lesser evil. Every attempt to give such a
solution must be utterly opposed.
The crisis which Chile has opened with
this experience has no solution other than that
either the proletariat goes to power or imperialism
with the fascist massacre; there is no other road ·
The neighbouring countries have shown that none
of them were intimidated. The Brasilians, who
appear as the axis which is going to devour all
Chile, have to beware their own internal crisis •.;
And Banzer refuses to see Pinochet.
~

intimidated, they are not restrained. As much in
Uruguay as in Chi le it is necessary to point out
that amongst the consequences that imperialism
and the internal fascists are looking for was to
impel each Chilean or each Uruguayan to think
each one for himself, to settle things alone. In·
stead in the masses of Uruguay and Chile each
one thinks of the others as we 11 as himse If.

.

.

The masses are not intimidated. They are
looking how to settle things because there is no
work there are not the means of life, and they
are t'rying to live. The unemployment in Chile is
very high. Nonetheless, even with the unemployment they have not managed to find blacklegs, ,
they are not finding people who obey the junta
because it gives them work or employment. There
is a desertion and refusa I on the part of the mass·
es to go where the military junta wants to take
them or where the Uruguayan government tries to
impose; in the trade unions that the go.vernmen~
formed or in the work the government gives or rn
the blacklegs it appeals for. The bourgeoisie is
not finding blacklegs in Chi le or in Uruguay. It is
an example of elevateddecision and consciousness.
The masses of Uruguay and Chile already
had consciousness. They had shown their decis·
ion when they stopped the country for ten days.
They have the decision to function as a class so
as to be able to attract all the population later.
So it is necessaryto expect, as much in Urnguay
as in Chi le, a process of ascent of the action of
the masses.
J.Posadas 2.12.1973
Note:
Points 4and 7 are part of the
military's programme and contain demands that go against
capitalism.
The CNT· is the Uruguayan
trade union centre

The world situation has to be taken into
:account. In Argentina there is a very ferocious
struggle. The civil war is going to come too
because the right is going to be fragmented. This
is going to have a lot of influence in Chile. It is
necessary to discuss the role which the Cordones
lndustriales are playing, the Comandos Comunales
and the imforlance of these organs created by the
masses w~1ch were of a soviet type and which are
inevitably going to develop a function of a soviet
type - soviet type, not soviet. It is necessary
to show that this initiative has to be retaken. Arid
now it is necessary to make restricted Cordones
lndustriales, very restricted in level and action,
very restricted in functioning. But the important
objective is to maintain an action which coordinates the activity of the working class and which
transmits this coordination to the rest of the
population. It is difficult to do this because there
is no centralised leadership. So it is necessary
to appeal to the Socialists, Communists, left
Catholics, the MAPU, to draw out documents,
constant appeals, constant evaluations, orientations of struggle for democratic demands, uniting
them to the struggles of the world.
The most important aspect is to re-establish
a unified functioning of the communists, socialists,
MIR, trotskyists and all the left. This is going to
have an immense importance against the junta.
It is necessary to also ask the Workers States, at
the same time that they do not go to play football,
make an appeal to the Latin American masses, to
the trade unions, to the workers centres to inter·
vene. Not only to condemn but to intervene; mobil·
isations, strikes, agitation against the military
junta and, at the same time, pressure on the Arg·
entinian, Peruvian and Bolivian government so
that they allow all the exiles to enter • with ,the
right-to control because they can send spies in •
and give them political asylum so that they can
carry out a political activity against the assassin
·junta.
J. POSADAS
12. 11. 73.
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The formation of Factory, Area and Schools Councils in Italy is very important. They are organs
of dual power, which dispute power with capitalism. But at present they are bureaucratised,they are not
dynamic Councils. The essential quality of Councils in the factories, schools or areas is internal dem·
ocracy. Without internal democracy the Council is an instrument that is paralysed, it has a body but no
The CDmmunist pre~s, l'Humanile and'
This experience has to be discussed in the world
Uis not necessary lo measure the Factory
life, The essential uuality for any Council is a political and dynamic life that allows the class lo be
l'Unita do not discuss this. In the Italian Commucommunist
movement.
Counci
Is, though, by the decayed functioning
represented.
nist
Party
and
in
all
the
communist
parties
the
The
functioning
of
the
Councils
in
Italy
will
they
have,
but rather by lhe objective. Nol lo
It has to be a living instrument
resolved? What factor is going to determine the
cell is just a memory of the past. Th-e communists
be very uneven for a period, between those count·
measure them as a bad conclusion O[ that the
of polemic, discussion and creation, so that every
programme ol the trade unions? Whal is it? Whal
say, 'The Bolsheviks had a party structured in
ils that have a permanent political life encouraged
workers are not interested. These present leaders•
tendency of the workers movement c;in meet and
does it count on? Is it the will to struggle ol lhe
cells
......
but
there
is
rin
needfor
cells
here'.
by
the
initiative
and
dynamism
of
the
vanguard,
are not interested in them; But the very tact that
resolve tkeir differences in a common instrument
masses? Necessity? Or the situatirin of the capitThe Communist Party have no cells. Where they
and the others that do not tuncti on on the basis of
organisms of dual power have arisen is an indicagainst capitalism. Nol making an instrument of
alists? The programme of the CGIL* at present
have them, like in the French Communist Party,
a pressure from lhe vanguard or the intervention of
ation t_hat lhe vanguard is disposed lo replace
internal dispute. It has lo be an instrument where
lakes account of what is happening with the cap·
they do not function. We have written three texts
!he vanguard. What is important in all this period
capitalism. Otherwise organisms of dual power
people discuss the most complete and liest exitalists but it does not lake account of what is
directed to the Communist Parties posing that it
is to see that they are organs of dual power but
would not be ma~e. What ii is neces.sary to do is
periences. Then all the currents which meet and
happening with the workers. They lake account
is necessary to function in cells. One of the most
they do not exercise dual· power. Every Factory
to give these organs pf power a political life.
discuss in the Council contribute with their opinof the losses made by Fiat. TheJ. want to impress
important
activities
of
lhe
French
and
Italian
or
Area
Council,
District
Council
is
an
organ
They
do not have this because the leaderships
the workers and frighten them w1tll lhese discuss•
ions, analysis and experience in order to enrich
Communist Parties, which has not been generalis•
of dual power. They do not exercise this function
of the workers parties, particularly the ConunuiilSI
ions.
organise and decide, with the capacity lo think,
ed but has been partly expressed in speeches of
because the people who lead them do not see the
Party which is the one which can and must transIt is necessary to bear in mind the masses'
plan and lead which lhe proletariat has. If the
Berlinguer,
is
the
need
lo
return
to
a
cell
funct·
objective,
or
the
programme,
nor
do
they
see
lhe
mit
the class conclusion, does not do it. The vawi
II
to
struggle
because
Ibey
are
ready
to
adv·
Councils are not democratically elected and funcioning. But not cells of 40 to 100, but cells in
solution towards dual power. The political parties
nguard has no ~oncis with .the party programme.
ance, and also to bear in mind lbe crisis and powtion democratically, then they are paralysed instrareas, factories or streets. Small organs that fun•
in lhe Factory Councils are discussing not ~air ' So lhe Factory Council functions in a trade union
erlessness· of capitalism because it has no sol·
uments which serve only the bureaucracy, On the
ction in lhe most vital places in the life of the
ing the referendum on divorce, they are negotiatsort of fashion ~_nd this gives it a corporative
ution.
The
will
of
the
masses
is
revolutionary
other hand, democratically elected Councils in the
country and communicate lhe life of the party, the
ing
with
the
government
and
making
a
Pl!Cl,
The
attitude.
and. emphasis,. So the interest wanes• it
and
anti-capitalist;
The
Councils
are
anti-capital·
areas and factories, with every current and tend·
line, the propaganda, the orientation of the party.
isl, certainly, this isn't to be denied. But they
ency functioning within them, discussing in depth
Take from these places the determination to fight
-------4
must be democratically elected and discuss everyevery problem, stimulate the proletariat in its
and carry it to the party. The cells construct and
thing. And the parties loo,
capacity of leadership of society, and encourage
which dispute power with capita/Ism, help
develop militants as leaders. The greater the numTf11s document deals in depth with
to develop and prepare working class cad·
it lo intervene on every problem. Making proposals,
the emergence of the Factory Councils In
The Communist Party has to function in
ber of cells, the better the cell functioning, then
Italy and their partial degeneration due to
res and win over sectors of /he petit bourg·
discussing, analysing, drawing conclusions and
cells. But not just cells for the sake of ornamenthe more the organs of power of lhe masses are
the lack of political life and functioning,
eoisle~ Tt)ey impel and stimulate the po/it•
generalising experiences. Then the rest of the
tation, no, no. Cells that have a programme of
developed to replace the organs of the capitalist
However It Is not possible to evafuate the
ical parties without replacing or competing
population sees that these instruments give posaction, political life and political progress. A
Factory Councils by the degenerated funcwith them.
system. The more the cells develop, the more the
sibilities lo develop the struggles.
tioning they may have, but' rather by . the
programme of action means impelling, planning,
These organs don't arise in just any
organs of lhe proletariat develop in the factory,
objectives they hold, They exist because
The Councils are a creation of lhe masses.
conditions, but In pre-revolutionary condit•
agitating, gaining authDrity with the masses in
the trade unions and firms, the more they prolif·
of the need the masses· have to Intervene
ions, such as in this country where the
They are nol new. They were already created in
order to give an anti-capitalist solution to Italy's
erate, the more class organs are consciously depolitically and Influence other sectors of
British Working class; the miners, engln•
lhe Russian revolution. They correspond to the
problems which have nD capitalist solution. This
veloped lo apply and exercise the function of
the population without having to confront
eers, railwaymen have shown that they are
Councils of 1917 in the USSR and U15 in Germpower in society.
·
the rigid bureaucracy of the trade. unions,
is what it is necessary lo discuss.
·
not intimidated by the repressive measures
communist or socialist partieir;
any. Today they are called Factory Councils.
of capitalism and the Jack of an organised
Organs like the Factory Councils,
leadership. For this reason the develop·
They play a more elevated function because there
IT
IS
NECESSARY
TO
DISCUSS
THE
EXPERIENCE
OF
THE
CORDONES
Area Councils etc, respond to the revolu·
ment of Independent organisms of the class
is a greater experience of lhe revolution. But they
tionary wi 11 and miitiiii1Y°Oftfia· masses to
Is a fundamental part of the preparation of
are not new inventions. They 11e the Factory
INDUSTRIALES IN CHILE.
tE*e p.ower, when their Jeadrtrshlps are still• · the working class and ;ts leadership for the.
taking of power,
··
unprepared, They are organs of dual power
Committees which were proposed by the Commun·
The masses in Chile made tlie Cotdones lndustriales on their own initiative. The Cordones lndustist International. It shows how the working class
riales were not invented by the Chilean masses. There was a soviet bas is, but not a soviet functioning 01
n~v-~u1bandons any gain. Because it was not the
structure, But there was a soviet ba$iS, Organs in which the population of a certain place discusses all
Communist Party and the Socia list Party see lhe
has lo wane. But what is. important is that, in
ltaliaQ Communist Party which officially proposed
problems and resolve them according to the needs of the development of the revolution, of the struggle
Spite
of a lack of interest .iii one place DI another,
diminished
function
of
the
factory
Council
bethe Councils in 1968. They came from below, they
towards socialism. It is a very rich experience. It is not a soviet, but is an organism of soviet origin.
as
a
whole
interest is not lost~ The Councils try
cause
they
do
not
feel
impelled
to
carry
foward
.emerged in the struggle.
to exercise the function of dual power.
The soviet is a representative organ of the
lhe Chilean masses was in trying to make the Cor·
a struggle to surplanl capitalism. to def~alit or
The bureaucracy in the trade unions and
population, of production in a certain area, in
dones lndustriales play this role. There is no
to impose their conception in the h1leresls ol. the
the workers parties had to put up with the format·
which
every
problem
is
discussed
in
a
soviet
form,
doubt
that
the
higher
the
political
levelthe
better.
masses, The same with the plan of. pr~ductfon.
All Ibis has to be understood in order not
ion ol the Factory Councils lo restrain the init·
not according to the interests of one or another
iative of the workers, and at the same time, not lo
sector or partx, but according_to the _interests of
clash, not to produce divergences and splits. But
the development of the revolution, 1lle economy and
since they did not develop with a programme to
lhe country, It is the most complete organ of unittake power they were made with the beginning of
ed
front.
a degeneration. They are necessary organs but
withput the necessary function, because lhe fun•
The Cordones fndustriales* were close to
ction they have now is not revolutionary, Here is
this. They were insufficient and heterogeneous. It
the degeneration. The bureaucracy tries to keep
was an initiative of the masses aimed at respond,
them on this plane as an institution, and not as
statements against the miners is an examp)e
ing to lhe insulffi:Tenlcapacily of the leadeiship
The miners fraction of the Revolutionary Workers Party ltrotskyist), British Section of the IV Interliving, dynamic organs of the class struggle.
national has participated in all the preparation and organisalion of the miners strike from its earliest
of how to put pressure on those so called.
of the Popular Unity, to the insuf!icj~n_fy of the
It is necessary to propose !hat the Factory
miners representatives who do not support'
beginnings with a whoie series of leaflets, discussions and safes-of Red flag, and has held the first of
political leadership which gave no organs for the
Councils are extended as District Councils, and
the struggle,"
a series of public meetings in Doncaster. The intervention of our miner comrades is organising the left
intervention of the masses. The Chilean masses
that they have to represent every current and ten·
'·
as
a
tendency
in
the
NUM
so
that
it
can
have
a
political
weight
in
other
unions
and
from
the
u·nion
much
intervened in the elections, in the strikes and in
On the 7th February a public meeting of. the
dency, and that they have to resolve all problems
further ·to have an influence in the other unions, in the strike movement, in the Labour Party. ·
the factories. But what about the rest of the counminers fraction of the RWP(T) was held to discuss
by democratic discussion. This does not bring
try?
The
masses
felt
the
need
to
intervene.
They
'The struggle of the miners - which way forward?'
This means intervening as a political lead·
them into contradiction with the parties. It is not
for them and their fami //es and many miners
saw
the
counterrevolution
being
organised
and
are
alreiJdy
saying
this.
The
demand
must
be
in which quite a sizeable sector of miners, partership
on
the
orRanisaiion
of
the
strike,
the
prepa dispute with the parties, but an aid. It is nee·
made for the miners to recieve a: minimum
developed, and the proletariat did not have the
icularly from Hatfield Ma in NUM, discussed the
essary lo impel and carry forward a campaign in
aration of the generarsffike and the whole range
rate of £45 for a 35 how week, that this
organs to confront it. The police were insuifTdent,
introduction made by one of our comrades on the
of tasks in the construction of the revolutionary
the Communist Party. To find a way to develop
rises with the cast of living and that the wor
because
this
is
not
a
police
function.
To
contain
political
significance of the miners strike and the
leadership. The leaflets produced by the fraction
the conclusion that the Factory, District, Area or
kers organisations themselves calcu/at<1 the
the counterrevolution is a political function of
course for its future development. The point was
School Councils have lo have democratic represent
si nee the overtime ban have been headed 'Vote
actual rise in the cost of living. All safety
organisation, of intervention of mass organs to
tation; not bourgeois democratic but proletarian
emphasised that it is necessary to generalise the
measures to be placed in the hands of the
~trike!', 'The miners struggle - is it political?'
prevent the counterrevolution from working and to
and trade union democracy. To discuss, draw
miners, and that all those industries - dis tr·
strike action againslthe government and find the
and 'Tactics fqr the development of the strike'.
dissolve it. This is also how lo win a part of socIQ!J!()rs etc who live and !P~ke their profits
experiences, compare, form plans of action, ol
forms of organism (pit strike committees, joint
Extracts from these are printed below;
iety away from the bourgeoisie, sectors like the
on the basis of coal at lessthaii £TPii ton·
struggle, programmes to be reached and developed
action committees with other unions, mass meet·
"We salute the result or rne ballqt,
petit bourgeoisie and backward sectors of the proat the pithead to be nationalised under work·
according lo lhe will to struggle ol lhe population
ings, area committees, flying pickets etc) so as tc
which shows without doubt the massive str·
letariat and peasantry, a part of the army, pol ice
ers control,
in lhe areas and districts, the youth, women and
ength and unity at the miners for strike actadvance the strike, deepen the discussion and
"This
strike
and
all
the
struggles
at
and administration. The l)lass organs can win and
children loo.
ion. It is clear that with the calling at an •
weigh in the Labour Party. These organisms that
this moment show the main problem facing
When we have proposed that' the chi Idren
influence them, living with them day by day and
election on February 28th, a part of the Labare independenf of the mass orgarilsations of the
the
working
class
is
the
lack
of
leadership
participate, it is not an idealisation of the child
our Party and trade union leadership, as well
lending to give security and confidence in the
in the LP and trade unions which is prepared
working class - though nol against them - iue
as the Tories, are going to put enormous
but a logical conclusion. We are not guided by
future of the Workers Stale and socialism. The Cor
to lead the fight to throw out the Tories and
fundamental
to allow the vanguard to make itself
pressure for us to call off the strike, The strVietnam alone, we are guided by the children of
impose a Labour government on a socialist
-dones lndustriales are one of lhe richest and best
felt in the organisation of the struggle and in the
ike
musr
go
on
at
all.
costs
I
These
are
just
Naples too. Children are seeking the way to inter·
programme, The Na.tiona/ E~ecutlve,_Comm
examp,les.
construction of the left in the LP and trade unions.
manoeuvres for the Tories to avert the Inevittee of the LafiouiParry ttas given its· suppvene in society and live the problems of society.
This meeting expressed the deep authority of Trot·
itable
confrontation
with
the
miners,
as
with
ort to the strike, but this must be followed
'Tb!! Communist Parties have not discussed
Childrens games, which were previously dolls and
skyism·Posadism in this sector of the proletariat
the relativities proposals, which is merely
up by the LP launching a full national camp·
this experience. It is necessary lo return to this
houses are changed now to overthrow the capitalan attempt to gain time, because on what
that
has a key role at this moment, it expressed
a/gn for the miners - openingjtspress, Laband repeal it. Certainly soviets, which are the best
basis do we measure the relative social imp·
ist system. It is a beautiful game. It is the most
too
the
political preoccup!;ltions .here - all the
our WeekfY, Left and all the technical resorgans, can be made; but the soviet does not go
ortance of one job compared with another?
complete of all and produces no conflict whatso·
discussion of the Party, how to deal with the right
ources
of
the
Labour
Party,
including
radio
To the capitalist the most important jobs
against the existence of other, local, area, circever.
wing in the LP and trade unions? What is Trotsky·
and television broadcasts for this purpose,
are those which create the most profits, It
umstantial ·organs. It does not go against them.
ism and its value here and now? How do we adv·
In the mass meetings the miners should call
is vital to get rid of the Tories and to put in
It is not decentralisation that makes centralisation
It is necessary lo take the experiences of
for all miners MPs, Labour councillors and
ance? It was a discussion full of ideas and full of
a
Labour
government,
but
a
Labour
governand common progress dificult, on the contrary.
the Factory Councils, the Area Councils and lake
representatives to attend and give their suppthe profound decision and militancy of the miners
ment on our terms - one which will represent
Every correct soviet policy for the construction
ort. Any workers representative must be made·
the discussion inside the Communist Party and
at this stage of preparation of the strike.
our interests and not those of the capitalfst
fo carry out the decisions of those ne repr·
of socialism has to be planned in a centralised
the trade unions. Raising a campaign tor trade
The ideas of Posadisrn are necessary, they.
class, This can be assured by the implemenesents, and we must demand they be answerway and applied in a decentralised way, The grea~
union democracy. Discussing every problem. If
correspond to the sentiment and. decision of t~e
tation of strike action as soon as possible able for their actions by right of Instant
the workers don't discuss and resolve, if !here is
ter its decentralisation, the greater the capacity
before, duringand after an election .. .,
working class in this stage; this is why. the bour·
recall, The actions of the Leicestershire
no functioning on the basis ol trade union demof initiative of the organs that maintain the cohesgeois press seizes hold of. the attacks on our leaf·
"The demands of the miners are already
miners in dragging Frank Smith from his bed
ocracy, well on what other basis are things to be
ion within this decentralisation. The initiative of
insufficient ta ensure a good /iv Ing standard
to a mass pithead (11eetfng to explain his
lets by some Yorks~ire NUM officials, and they

introduction.

to take the Factory Council just as it is in a tac·
'tory,, but. to take the fact !hat in Fiat lhe class
'obliges the management lo allow them to hold mee·
tings, discussions, assemblies and internal elec·
tions, and the Fiat F!~torj Councils have reject·
ed lhe trap the management wanted to make with·
a s11perficial contract. This is how ii is necess·
ary to see it. They are organs of dual power !hat
need the collaboration of the Party in ordet to
function. This is why the Italian Communist Pariy•
tries lo cut them short, not providing a political
leadership. Power comes from the factory, but not
the political leadership. Nontheless, · · ·evenso;
the incentive to give the political leadership can
come from there. Because ii is impelling the Communist Party, against ils will, in order to show
it that the class wants power.
It is necessary to base oneself on lhe dev·
elopmenl of the struggles in Britain.Not staying
just with Italy, Travel round the world without
leaving Ila ly, Show the struggle of lhe British
masses and the concern with which capitalism is
waichingllie working class and its cadres, 99%
of whom are Labour, who are resisting capitalism.

I

I~

!

I
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They do not accept any of its plans or discussions. They are gojng to work a 3 day week, part
of !heir wages are cut and the bourgeois press
is scandalised. 'We all expected !hem to give up,
but the strikes continue and they are not worried
that they have nothing lo eat, there is no light
ii is cold, but none of this bothers them: The'
bourgeoisie says, 'They are unfeeling' because
they do not let themselves be scared or terrorised
They impose themselves throul?h the trade uninni_
This has to be discussed to show the meaning of the construction of the organ and the perspectives there are, taking France too. They have
to make factory assemblies ii! France becnuse the
workers do not accept the manoeuvres the trade
union leadership is trying to make. This is why
the trade unions had to suspend their talks with
· the bosses, because there is no agreement and
a very great resistence from below. In Italy, part
of lhe communist leadership wants to use the
existence of these organisms of dual power to
· blackmail the bourgeoisie, like in the question of
divorce. Whilst the communist vanguard wants lo
use them
class aim.
. well, with
. a direct
.

THE FACTORY COUNCIL IS AN ORGAN OF DUAL POWER WHICH
DISPUTES POWER WITH CAPITALISM.

.The Factory Councils are n~_o_nlx an ltlllian experi_ence. _One. aspect of the experience has occurred m Italy. It 1s a measure, an m1tlallve of the proletanat which 11 lakes when the conditions for the
struggle fot power draw close or when the conditions for power are developing. Factory Councils do not
appear at any moment. In order for the Factory Councils to mature the proletariat has to be secure reso-lute, capable and it has to have proved this. II is not a measure to win a strike. The Faclory Council
is a measure of dual power in which the proletaria• is organising to influence the rest of the class.

II does not "arise in just any conditions, but
in conditions mature for the taking of power there
the class has already seen that it is ready to take
power. The vanguard has seen the feeling of the
class, ii has been proved that it feels as a class
i9 actions, discussions, in small movements, in
reactions, in votes, in parliamentary elections,
and strikes. The bureaucrat, the trade union lead·
er does not look at ii like this. He takes account
of his own judgement, his relations with the boss,
wh~l the leadership wants, not what the class·
wants. He does not measure the state of mind
and determination of the class. The vanguard
does. This is why the Factory Councils appear
from the decision of the factory. They are organs
of power, in which the vanguard, in direct contact
with theclass, sees and feels how the class mo.
ves, it sees how it works, its disposition, it sees
it in the factory, in discussions, strikes, elect·
ions, in talks over wage increases, in its dispos·
ition to struggle .not oll,ly for wage increases but
for better working cohditions, shorter working
hours, laking account of the interests of the population, human interests, problems of health. It
. advances in !his understanding and decision, The
Factory Council arises in pre-revolutionary co·
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quote our' leaflet on the question of the repression
that they are preparing. This is how theY pie pare.
provocations against the. most conscious forces
involved in the struggle. And this small number
of NUM officials allow themselves to be used for
this. As the most recenflractTOn leaflet says, 'We
feel that it is necessary to defend the right of all
revolutionary ~endencies to express their support
or the miners strike, as we do in our leaflets.
Instead of attacking us and pe0ple.1iRelJcil)i and
McGahey, they (the NUM officials) should concentrate their efforts on the campaign for the miners.
We fee I that our ideas are an important contribut·
ion to the ·preparation and organisation of the
strike~·~rorexariipleonthe organisation of the
pickets. The NUM proposal of no more than 6 pickets on each picket line is not the most effectiN
way to prevent the movement of CDal. It is an unn·
ecessary conciliation. What has to be discussed
in the NUM is the experience of the flying pickets in the last strike, because this form-or action
is first of all the most effective way to make the
strike felt, but also it is a way the miners used in
1972 to link with other sectors of the working
class in joint action and mass political discussion.
This has to take on an organic form that begins
from the mass pickets and mass committees. Our
Party and the miners fraction in particular are
participatingin the realisation of these tasks,
firmly linking these to the perspective of a Labour.
government which is going to be impelled forward
by the mo~i lisatLon and intervention of the. ma~ses
and their uncontainable will to defeat cap1tal1sm.
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ndilions mixed with revolutionary conditions. It
does not arise at just any moment.
The Councils also rise lo face the limit·
ation, the sabotage and lack of decision of 'the
leaderships. The leaderships are slow and timid.
While the proletariat launches itself to form lhe:
organs that correspond to lhe state of decision
and feelings of the class and the world. Betal!Se
in every Factory Council there is also present
.the relations~ip of forces favourable lo the prol·
.etariat against capitalism.
·
The present Councils which there are in·
Italy do nol directly represent the will of lhe
masses, because limits and brake$ have been
applied. They do not represent the determination
or the possibility to tight. It they did represent
the will of the masses to tight they would have
aIready taken power because lhe class wants
power, it wants to go to the j,o~rnment; they
would have already won the Christian Democrat
base that the class has already won over and
attracted in lhe laclories. The strikes in the fat·
tories are complete. The problem DI the division
is the leadership. It is necessary to prepare new
leaderships. Without baiting the struggles or the
level of the struggles, but preparing new leader•
ships. The new leaderships can only be prepared
through the struggle for gains like. the proletar·
iat is doing al present.
The vanguard who want to impel the Fact·
ory Councils meet sabotage and resistance from
their leaderships. In part because these leaderships are not prepared for these conclusions and
in part because Ibey fear to be bypassed, as in
Britain. Then they limit the Councils and seek
in a variety of ways, an alliance witb management.
In every limfuti!ln ill the functioning of the ract·
ory Council, there is implicit an alliance with the
management because the leadership lakes inlo
account not the interest of the workers, Ille gains
· they can make, what they are determined to gain,
but the difficulties of the enterprise. The difficul·
ties of the factory are of Do interest to the worker.
If the faclory cannot function, then nationalise it!
One must not propose various improvements so
that lhe .factory continues functioning. The duty
of the proletariat, and as a part of this the Fact·
ory Council, is that if the factory cannot function
it is necessary lo propose superior measures lo
private ownership; nationalisation under workers'
control, a programme of improvements for the
workers and price reductions for the population,
The leaderships on the other hand limit them·
selves to what the management can give. They
say 'lhe management cannot give any more!' Bui
what do we care if he cannot give any more! Neither can we live in this way! It is necessary to
nationalise, to expropriate and to plan production
according to what is convenient to lhe country.
By country we mean the needs of the. masses, the
petit bourgeoisie, the economic development !bat
can be carried out free of capitalism. The leaderships do not free themselves from capitalism.
They say that the masses are not mature or ready.
Who is not ready? Capitalism cannot give anything,.
that's clear. Today, tomorrow it is not going to

want to give. To want lo aitrad a wing of capit·
alism is impossible. The capitalist is the capital•
alist. It is possible to win the petit bourgeoisie
through struggles, showing that the proletariat is
ready to replace the bourgeoisie and has a plan
of action and production. Capitalism says 'we
need to. invest to provide work. If you ask for
wage increases there is no, possibility of invest·
ing.' So expropriate them. Why are the leaderships
against expropriation? We are going to confront
capitalism, it is going to tight back. Today and
tomorrow Ibey are going lo tight back in the same
way, although today they are worse off than before.
It is necessary to discuss all this. The
· communist masses have to discuss all this. In
Ibis discussion a centre to develop is trade union
democracy, proletarian democracy, full discussion
with everyone, with all the currents, with the ultra
left groups and with us. It is necessary to discuss. Capitalism is sustained by the Communist
Party right wing; it does not have its own strength.
Hence lhe communist right tries tn make a prog·
ramme of aid, of level! ing out, of computing the
resources of the capitalist system and to divert
the struggle over investments; what capitalism
invests, how it invests, whilst the proletarian
vanguard wilh reason says 'what importance do
these investments have to me. No! Investments
mean work, development' .The communist vanguard does not have the means to express itself,
it thinks through deduction and experience and
lhro11gh the understanding which it has of the
world, that to develop the Southern regions of
Italy they need the lta lian State budget of over
seven years, This is the minimum. In the first
place thousands of millions of lire and in the second place development for who? The leadership
says: we have to await the development of South·
ern parts of Italy lo ask increases in wages, and
the vanguard sees 'so we are going to wail for
the deve lopmenl of Southern Italy lo end Cholera?
We are going to wail for ti!!_dev~lo~ment of the
mezzogiorno so that lhe determination that we
have, the understanding and the means which we
have to change society are abandoned and we
wait for capitalism to develop the country and
afterwards intervene]' The vanguard sees Ibis.

The policy of the Communist Party is backward, whi!~_t~e_,masses are dispos~d .lo change .
now. To develop ltaly a workers and peasants
government is necessary, and immediately a government with a programme in which investments
may be accompanied by a plan for lhe development
of the country, Capitalism cannot do it. The pers·
pective for lhe production of cars is going to dis·
appear, not because there is no petrol but because
it is absurd. The workers themselves are planning
and discussing what ii is necessary lo produce,
whilst the Communist and Socialist ParffTea!lerships prevent the laking of power, the class dev·
elops its capacity and makes Factory Councils,
School Councils, District Councils and plans
what ii is necessary to produce, how to produce,
how to trade. The working class is developing
organs of power and leadership, It does not remain in a conservative groove hoping that ils
leaderships will decide. It seeks class initiatives
of leadership, where lo invest, how to invest, how,
lo distribute, what to produce. It is an expression
of the lact that it weighs as a leading class, it
shows all the attributes, all the qua! iii es, all the
resolution of the class to resolve the crisis of
Italy now, which is the crisis of capitalism. The
vanguard feels this and has seen that it wants lo
do it. Hence the left groups rebel because they
express this will of· lhe masses, but they clo not
express the programme, policy, co-ordination of
the policy, the programme and the objectives.
They are not a leadership, !hey express the feeling of protest.
All this must be discussed in the world
workers movement and to propose as an essential
base, trade union democracy, proletarian democ·
racy. It is necessary to discuss in the Councils
all these problems, to discuss that capitalism
5ustains itself because we do not overthrow ii. 'If
we overthrow it, what is going to happen? The
war comes'. Bui it we do not overthrow it the war
comes anyway, so do we choose the moment or do
they? It is necessary to discuss all Ibis.·
It is nol ·necessary to measure strictly the
Factory Councils and a determined Factory j:;oun-,
ti I. It is a start which must be continuodly elevated in order to give a revolutionary leadership
which corresponds to the process. Already the
working class through the petit bourgeoisie have
imposed that the Factory and District Councils
·are necessary, The bureaucracy has to accept it.
What has perverted ii is their functioning and
leadership. So it is necessary to struggle for a
left leadership. To take the example of Britain
where the Factory Councils, which are the Shop
tum to back.page
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Marx, mBrxism, communist fraternity and
the progress of humanity towards
socialism october 1.969 J. POSADAS
The history of the Communist International is a synthesis of human history, not the history
of an instrument of struggle of the workers' movement to make gains or to obtain demands.
It includes particular gains and demands. But the history of the Internationals does not hold
as an objective the demands of the working class, peasants or the oppressed sectors of society.
The objective, based in part on these necessities, was and still is to take and to incorporate
them within the need to change the world. The struggle for demands is only an aspect and
not the most fundamental. What is fundamental is the creation of the level of conciousness
of the necessity, of the possibility and the will to change the world. This was done when the
material conditions to generate this conciousness and will still did not exist. The history
of the Internationals and of our International - the IV International - is the history of the
concern of a nucleus, of a sector of oppressed humanity, or worker, intellectual and bourgeois
origin. It is oppressed because it feels that its thought is oppressed by the absence of freedom,
of rights, the absence of fraternal relations between human beings. It feels the oppression on
its thought just as the worker feels oppressed in the factory.
the origin of science. But even the mosr.
For this reason Marx became a revolution·
complete science of all, only succeeds in
ary. Marx in becoming a revolutionary and in
elevating living conditions, it does not solve
founding marxism expressed the most
the problems of the way of life. It can
important and necessary human qualities:
make great discoveries, and develop great
the scientific thought for the benefit of
technical capacity; science and technology
humanity which secures the elements to
favourably develop society in a progressive
allow the transformation of humanity. This
direction, they develop the relations of
is not just a history of the programme, the
society with nature but at the same . time
pplicy and the ideas, not even in the epoch
they develop and increase the struggle in
of Marx. The organisation of the inter·
society, transmit the struggle of human
nationals is the activity for the organisation
society with natute. Consequently they
of the most useful and necessary instrument
create, with private property and private
in history. Humanity advanced on the basis
interests the organs of the human being
of discoveries. Discoveries have been the
which are determined by the relationship
basis of science. Knowledge leads to disto property, to the forms of property,
coveries. Discovery leads to the organisation
distribution and appropriation. All the
of a series of qualities and of knowledge
organisation of human society has been
which formulate principles with which
carried out in this way.
~nalysis can be made in a constant and
regular way, and thus extended. This is

MARXISM HAS DETERMINED FOR THE FIRST TIME THE SCIENTIFIC
CONCLUSION OF THE POSSIBILITY OF DOMINATING AND
UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY AND OF FORESEEING ITS DEVELOPMENT
The organization of the idea, of Marxism, as a scientific instrument, which is basedon
the idea, on the analysis, the conclusion of the study of the origins, of the development-·
and of the result of human behaviour, established for the first time the scientific conclusion
of the possibility of dominating society. The formation of marxism creates in human society
a new element, the most important one: humanity does not proceed blindly any more. With
the marxist instrument 1t can understand and foresee, not the rain, the cold or fire, but
what will happen tomorrow, it can understand the importance of particular events, what
relation the economy has with society, the economy-society-war relationship.
The fundamental factor which has main·
tained humanity in ignorance has been the
lack of knowledge of the cause of social
events, of the existence of prices, of the
economy, of why there is struggle, why
there are crises, why there is unemployment.
Undoubtedly there is unemployment because
there is no work. But why all this if people
need to eat? No one explained, no one
understood the situa~ion. A partial explanation was discussed or a partial solution
was given . .The system created misery, un·
employment, assassinations, famine. This
situation s~imulated the Utopian socialist
current, with a feeling of pity, protection,
piety, but without scientific understanding,
therefore it did not have. the possibility of
understanding the causes of the phenomenon
and the perspective.

technology has been the product of the
need for commerce, not of the necessity of
human intelligence, but it has been human
intelligence which has determined it. Hence
all the non-bourgeois intellectuals and
scientists were people whom the bourgeoisie
hired and utilized and on which they
depended. With rare exceptions, they did
not come from the bourgeoisie because
bourgeois society did not stimulate scientific
knowledge, it stimulated the use of property.
The great discoveries were not made by
people coming from the bourgeoisie except
in very few cases. Almost all came from
people who served the bourgeoisie and who,
guided by human intelligence, sought the
way to understand life. The bourgeoisie did
not do this. Hence Marx became a revolution·
ary.

Utopian socialism tended only to reason
with piety, to phenomena which had their
roots in 'society and whose base was economic, and when human behaviour was
determined by man's relation with property.
It was necessary to create the instrument
which would provide the answer to this
process and which would give the scientific
and conscious security of the economic
analysis, understanding the relations between
economy-structure-society, that were at the
base of the constant progress of the economy
and that would create the conditions for the
rebellion of the productive forces that
would have destroyed that economy,
advancing instead of retreatif)Q.

Marx is not a product of his individual
orientation, but of the historic necessity
which was expressed in him, as was in the
case of the discoverer of the telegraph, the
telephone, etc. Capitalism cannot generate
anyone who can give ideas to be able to
permanently maintain capitalist society. Its
relation with the economy cannot allow it
to do this because the economy has its
cycle.

The capitalist regime, differently from
all other regimes in history, created and
will create forces that will destroy it, which,
instead of establishing a new situation in
history with a new ruling class, create the
conditions for the elimination of all the
ruling classes and therefore for the elimination of the greatest mystery in history:
the relations between property-production·
society, and give to humanity the security
to confront all the problems which it has to
confront. The science has no limits.
· :The development of science and of

The development of the economy had a
cycle of existence and was only able to
generate
ideas
which were simply
approximate to truth, accidental and circumstantial. There could be no complete idea,
not because there wasn't the possibility but
because the regime was not able to generate
it.
Private property has stimulated and stimulates a better link with nature and society
on the basis of the interests of exploitation
of use. It has created the rational system of
the utilisation of things for a direct or
immediate end, even if in the perspective of
production but only for this. Between this
and the rest of society it has no interest,
because this is the nature of the capitalist
system and this is how it created ideas,
sentime~ts and perspectives. It cannot create

extracts from a larger History of the
IV International
ideas which transcend the system or the will
to transcend it. It could not create human
sentiments, human confidence in victory,
in fraternity, consciousness and justice. It
created a justice and fraternity which directly
corresponded to the need to exploit. Hence
in the regime of private property friendship

is created. A stage superior to friendship is
solidarity, and after that fraternity. But it
reached fraternity during the French revolution and it was expounded in the most
elevated way with Beethoven, through whom
it offered a universal isation of social relations.

stimulus, and scientific capacity was developed and utilised to help private property.
Marx appeared at this time.
One of the elements wn1cn gave rise to
this was not scientific contemplation but
fraternal sentiment, which led him to the
scientific conclusion; then intelligence
allowed him to understand. Fraternal sentiment gave the base for the development of
the scientific consciousness of Marx. Without
doubt there was Marx's intelligence and
consciousness, but this was promoted and
stimulated by the sentiment of human frat·
ernitv.

HUMAN FRATERNITY IS ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF
MARXISM
Marx was formed during that period, because certain historic conditions had been created
in history which allowed scientific ability to have points of objective social support.
Human fraternity is one of the essential features of marxism. The creation of marxism is
not a product of intelligent and scientific observation, it comes from the human desire to
prevent human beings killing each other because there are those who have and those who
have not, who are starving and in misery. It is the attempt to suppress human misery, to
organise an instrument which can resolve all the problems which exist in life by way of
consciousness. Before these problems couldn't have been resolved.
The capitalist regime made this possible.
scientific form of the 'Communist Manifesto'
For the first time in history, by its very
first and then in 'Capital' in the 'foundation
existence, it generated a class which, like
programme of the 1st International' and in
other classes through history, went against
all his texts with which he prepared and
the system which generated it. But different
foresaw a distant future of 50 - 60 years
while the capitalist regime was still developfrom other historic epochs this new class
ing and still had reason to exist.
must suppress the class which had generated
it and not take its place, because it has to
Marx appeared when the capitalist regime
eliminate itself. Therefore it created the
still showed the capacity, vigour, resolution
conditions . for economic relations whic.h
and possibility of extending itself, when all
eliminated conflicts and created the con·
contemplators and adulators of the capitalist
ditions for human fraternity. As it was
regime were born, when the ecstacy of
historically necessary to complete a cycle
individual development occurred with the
of the transformation of social relations,
waltzes of Strauss, the impressionists and
customs, way of life, of organisation of
the Eiffel Tower which is a monument to
reactions and to give the masses the security
stupidity; when all the forces of the
to be able to live without conflicts - in a
capitalist system were encouraged to expand
society without conflicts - a historic stage
and develop in colonial wars, when the
was necessary. These are the bases of the
great discoveries of capitalism occurred,
'Manifesto of the Communist Party': Marx
stimulated by production and individual
concentrate.d and centralised it in the

RED FLAG

Febr~ary 1974.

As humanity develops in an unequal and
uneven way, Marx showed the best aspect
of human society, up to that moment, since
discoveries are the best of human capacity.
Marx was the best not in speculative dis·
covery but in human consciousness. In this
same epoch there had been a whole series
of very important inventions. For example
the very great stimulus of being able to
utilise mathematics in relation to time,
space, temperature and also with nature.
Laplace has already shown that it was
. possil:Jle to . transform nature. But none of
them tended to resolve, nor could resolve·
the problem of society. They all developed
the capacity of society with nature. The
scientific discoveries of capitalism right up
to that moment had the objective of increasing the hold of their ruling class over the
working class and the petit bourgeoisie.
This was the result of all the inventions of
these swine in the capitalist system.
But to advance they have to promote
essential conditions which stimulate the
development of ideas which were to increase

scientific capacity, tne security of society
and of humanity in relation to existence,
and to dominate by means of scientific
knowledge .the capacity of foresight. The
capacity to establish relations with nature

and society
not able to
his works:
which rebel
control'.

increased, but capitalism was
utilise this. Hence Marx says in
"Capitalism developed forces
against it and which it cannot

THE SECURITY OF THE 'COMMUNIST MANIFESTO' EXPRESSES THE
SCIENTIFIC RIGOUR ON THE BASIS OF THE SECURITY OF THE
PROLETARIAT.
. The pr~letariat, th~o~gh its position in society, generates ideas constantly, But while it is
?1spersed 1t can. do 1t 1n the trade union. The trade unions were shown to be powerful
instrume~ts, which centralised the creative capacity of the proletariat but were limited by
the relationship between the trade union-production-society. Instead the party centralises
and resolves not only and not so much the necessary problems of everyday life but the
problems. of human relations, and it answers to the scientific need to organise society. It
is not guided by the demands of today or tomorrow, but provides the instrument to understand. and organise the capacity to foresee, and consequently, is the instrument which
organise~ .society. Then it acts as an instrument of the whole of society, it can even win the
bourgeo1s1e. Moreover, being the instrument of the whole of society, it does not propose so
much to resolve the problem against the bourgeoisie but to resolve the problem of the
regime and in the future to resolve even the problem of the existence of capitalism
eliminating it, annulling it, eliminating the conditions which create the sentiment of privat~
property, the consciousness of private property and the desire for the use of private property.
The creation of marxism was based on
two historic conditions; the scientific need to
analyse society and to find the instrument
to do this. Marx created it, but he did not
create it from nothing. Marxism is the result
of the combination of human aspiration for
fraternity and intelligence which responds
by means of scientific analysis, given that
human relations depend on the economy.
It was necessary to observe the historic
conditions which would eliminate in the
future the need for human beings to hurt
each other. Conditions which would be
determined by the development of the
economy but also by the development of
intelligence and human capacity, in which
the proletariat and the social capacity of
the proletariat is superior to that of any
other class in history.
The proletariat, in developing as a class
in capitalist society, in order to substitute
for capitalist society, has to eliminate private
property. The elimination of private property
is not done at a stroke. The proletariat
must eliminate private property and consequently transform its own historic human
conditions. But before exercising its leading
function in the struggle to defend itself as
an oppressed class it must develop this
quality itself. Because together with the
solida~ity and the common interests of the
wages struggle, it had to incorporate an
element which hitherto did not exist: the
development of the consciousness along with
the demand for economic interest. It had
to give - it could not do otherwise -

priority to the conscious rather than the
economic interest.
The Paris Commune demonstrated this.
No other regimes could do it because they
had the interest of private property which
developed and organised the instincts,
processes and consciousness on the basis of
the interest of private property. Marx's
observations on the behaviour of the working
class during strikes led him to be convinced
that the instrument existed, without needing further proofs. The security of the
'Communist Manifesto' expressed the
severity, the scientific rigour based on the
successive behaviour of the proletariat.
The proletariat had to give a proof of
such a behaviour. Hitherto none of the other
currents, anarchist, socialist, utopian,
humanist had been capable of depending
on the scientific base of having confidence
in the revolutionary behaviour of the work·
ing class, in the historic function of the
working class. It was an historic function
inherent in the 'Colllllll.Jnist Manifesto' because the 'Communist Manifesto' was written
in 1948, when still capitalism was to make
a great quantity of inventions, develop the
world, develop the productive forces, the
productive capacity, when still capitalism
had to develop forces which would have
justified its existence, Marx formulated the
analysis that demonstrates that capitalism
has a limit to its existence, and that the
proletariat would substitute capitalism with
full historic justification. It would play a
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leading role, but at the same time eliminate
itself and give rise to new social relations
determined by human relations and not by
the interests of the economy.
In 1848 Marx had already formulated
these principles, before the decision for the
victory of the proletarian revolution could
be developed. He showed that human in·
telligence developed more rapidly than social
and economic conditions because the Paris
Commune came when capitalism was still
strong and full of zest and enthusiasm. The
Paris Commune showed that the working
class already felt able and determined to
lead society, at a time when French capitalism was sti II carrying out a series of colonial
conquests and progressing in economic
development. The proletariat already acted
as a ruling class, showing that in comparison
with relations of dependence on the economy
. and production, intelligence developed much
more rapidly than either. The individualsocial·nature relationship showed that the
individual developed more than society and
nature. Hence in 1848 the capitalist system
was producing great inventions but human
intelligence produced Karl Marx who was
superior to all their inventions. He showed
that human intelligence was more capable of
developing itself than all the inventions of
the capitalist system, all the technical and
scientific means which the capitalist system
had been able to discover.
October, 1969

J. Posadas.

correction
In issue 202 of Red Flag we published
an article on 'the role of the revolutionary left in the formation of the left in
the Labour Party'.

That should have read 'the role of the
grollpS. .. ~· as the term used conveys
an incorrect impression that seems to
indicate that the revolutionary left
is to be found exclusively outside the
Labour Party.

THE BUREAUCRACY OF THE WORKERS STATES AND THE
DEVOLOPMENT OF THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION
The fact that the bureaucracy of the Workers Slates and the Communist Parties have to discuss and
lake positions favourable to the revolution is not determined by them thinking or seeing any better than
before, no. The bureaucracy is a social category. In a much more approximate way Trotsky called it
a caste. Characterising it as a social category also includes its caste character. It is a category of.
society with its own interests, which thinks according to its own interests. It is not a class but it be·
haves like a class. Its role in the economy and in society is not that of a class.
It cannot create class ideas, interests,
principles or relations. It cannot have a class
continuity and reproduction, this is not possible.
Its function in the economy and in society in re·
lation to properly is not of a class nature. It usu·
fructs from society.
It germinates ideas according to the lune·
tion it exercises. It is afraid of anything that
touches it, or moves, or that means progress. Ab·
ove all when it is a progress, a daily evolution
that surpasses what it can conbol and dominate
to:maintain or guard its own interests. It clashes
and reacts violently, It permits what progress it
cannot prevent because this relates to its own
existence. Whal it prevents is the emergence of a
leadership with a systematic continuity of revol·
utionary ideas, thought and conception. So it acts
as a category, which corresponds to a class be·
haviour. But it is not a class and cannot reprod·
uce itself as a class.
The bureaucracy is empirical. In analysing
~ome event, it may be mistaken, it may be right,
but it doesn't understand, it is obliged to inter·
vene. It cannot orgiinise or generate a conscious
revolutionary leadership, because its filnction in
society as a usurper leadership does not corresp·
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understanding or lack of understanding of the
Bureaucracy. II is not a problem of understanding,

ond to the needs of the revolution. It cannot ger·
minate revolutionary ideas because its function
is not revolutionary. Its interests are conservative
consequently it cannot generate revolutionary
thought. As it is a social category and not a cl·
ass, in its development,the lower and intermedi·
ate layers that are going to arise, germinate and
develop new layers of society of the Workers State
that are influenced by the revolution. Without los·
ing their usurper influence,fiit~rests and function,
nor their category as society's usurper, these
new layers are obliged to progress and they acquire a certain confidence in the communist pers·
peclive, against the higher layers of the bureaucracy.
It is necessary to continuously define and
characterise the different layers of the bureauc·
racy. Showing that the old layers of the bureauc·
racy cannot change because their interest is con·
servative. Meanwhile the new layers of the bur·
eaucracy, even though part of the apparatus, do
not depend on usurpation alone, but on the dynamics of the revolution. They are obliged to do so
because ii is the stage of the final settlement of
accounts with capitalism. If it is not Iike this,
then one tends to consider it as a problem of. the
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The bourgeoisie cannot understand that the
revolution is necessary and has to triumph, it cannot understand it because it has a different int·
erest. The bureaucracy cannot understand that
soviet democracy is necessary because this would
destroy it. It is not afraid of the atomic war be·
cause of the devastation the war is going to make
but because it means the end of the bureaucracy,
it would cease to exist. The proletariat is not
afraid of the atomic war, because it understands
that it, a sector of it is going to go on living. It
is true that a sector is going to die but the rest
of humanity is going to go on living. It does not
have the conservative interest of a caste, class,
category or as individuals. The bureaucracy does.
This is why the proletariat is not afraid of the
war. It is the atomic war every day in Vietnam.
This is how it is necessary to analyse it. The
bureaucracy is not going to understand now or
ever, As a bureaucracy it cannot understand the
revolution, because its interests do not allow it
to understand it,they are against it.
The bureaucracy is not homogeneous. As it
supports itself on the Workers State and arises
and is a product of it, it also reflects the struct·
ure of the Workers State. It has the objective int·
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erest of supporting itself on the Workers State and
the interest as a social category that is against
the very essence of the Workers State, which is
soviet democracy. Who wins in this struggle?
Soviet democracy. The bureaucracy is imprisoned
by this. If is obliged to defend itself from the workers against imperialism. Hence its contradiction.
It is oot because it does not manage to understand, because it does not study, and it does not
know better, no. It is through the contradictions
of its usurper function as a social category,
The bureaucracy is forced to take account
of the revolution, it does not understand and ii is
forced to understand, But it is not through lack
of understanding that the bureaucracy is wrong
and has a cone iliatory pol jcy, that it does not
draw advantages and create consequences lavou·
rable lo the revolutionary policy. It is not through
lack of deduction, revolutionary capacity or cult·
ure that the bureaucracy does not organise the
programme to overthrow the capitalist system, It
simply does not have these qualities. It does not
have the quality, revolutionary capacity or the
continuity of marxist thought. It takes marxism
in slices.
The historic root of this is that the bureaucracy does not represent the legitimate inter·
ests of the Workers State, it does not represent

the process of formation, construction or elevat·
ion of the Workers State to socialism. Since ii
does not represent it, its thought cannot cones·
pond to this representation. It represents the us·
urpation of the Workers State. So it thinks, ded·

uces, determines, organises and plans on the
basis of this function of usurpation of the Workers
State. It is not a genuine representative of the
Workers State.

The bureaucracy cannot reproduce itself
The pr~sent bure~ucracy of the Soviet Union has the same his!oric roots .as the bureaucracy of the
stage of Stalm. In Stalm's epoch the bureaucracy could reproduce itself and increase its weight in the
economy and in society and extend its weight in the Communist Parties, destroying the marxist life of
~he Co!'lmunist Parties. After the war, with the ascent of the Workers State, :lhe:triumph of the masses
1n Stalingrad, the development of the Workers State and of other Workers States and the struggle of the
masses l~rnughout the world, there was an elevation of the relationship of forces favourable in all· its
sbucture lo the Workers State against the capitalist system. This relationship of forces also exists with··
in the Workers States, though to an infinately lesser extent, This makes difficult and impedes the prolif·
eration and continuous reproduction of bureaucratic layers.
As a bureaucracy it cannot reproduce itself,
as historically it would need to do in order to
maintain its power. The ascent and development
of the economy, social capacity and military pow·
er of the Workers States requires a piogress of the
technical and scientific capacity to develop these
forces. Otherwise it is strangulated. It cannot be
done bureaucratically. Bureaucratic managem·
ent clashes with this necessity. The needs of
technological development do not coincide with
bureaucratic management. Neither can it be det·
ermined by bureaucratic planning, done in a stupid

way that 1s determined by bureaucratic interest,
The development of science and technology in
lhe Workers State demands that planning is deveh
oped reproduced and extended on a local and
world scale. Marx ends several of his texts with
a series of analyses that always lead to this con·
clusion; 'capitalism develops science and tech•
nology that surpass its capacity to be able to
uti I ise them. The productive forces rebel'. In the
Workers State it is the same. The bureaucracy is
not a class. The.development of science, tech·
tum to back page

Understanding of the behaviour of classes
and social regimes is, the essential basis of
marxism's domination of history. A regime
is guided, works and holds a particular per·
spective according to its interest in domin·
ating the economy. It is not sentiment that
guides the bourgeoisie, the proletariat yes,
but not the bourgeoisie because the bourgeoisie is determined by property, property
determines the behaviour of the bourgeoisie.
The functioning of the capitalist system
determines that it cannot give any solution
that is for the benefit of humanity. It pro·
duces empirical resuJts that are a product
of the internal competition of the capitalist
system. The entire capitalist system develops
in wars, wars, wars. There is never a sol·
ution by means of persuasion, by intelligence
or reason, only by war. If they do not
make war today it is not because they do
not want to but because if they make a
war between themselves they would favour
the Workers States. Since they are afraid
of the Workers States their internal con·
frontations are reduced, but the antagonism
that exists between them is in no way re·
duced. They are contradictions that at some
moments reach the point of being antagon·
istic, not with antagonistic relations but
they reach the point of being antagonistic
confrontations. The contradictory compet·
ition between them and the contradictions
of the capitalist system are permanent. To
advance it is necessary to develop technology,
science and the economy and these cannot
be developed whilst they are dominated and
used for the benefit of the capitalist systeni.
Science, technology and the economy
develop but situations like the cholera in
Naples and poverty in Pakistan still occur.
Capitalism cannot eliminate the problems
faced by the masses. This is capitalism. Now
it can no longer resolve its internal prob·
lems by means of war. For example French
and English capitalism cannot make a war
against Germany. There are a thousand
motives to make a war, ten thousand times
greater than when they made the other war.
They do not do it because if they did it
would favour the Workers States. This is
why they line up together and prepare to
answer as a class against the Workers States.
This does not reduce the crisis of the capit·
alist system, it is turned inwards. This is why
there is the daily crisis of monetary exchange,
finance and production. The European Com·
mon Market met, the meeting finishes, they
all shake hands and drink champagne. They
leave the meeting and then start fighting
each other because they do not agree. The
contradictions of the capitalist system con·
tinue and sharpen. As they cannot resolve
them by war amongst themselves as they
did previously, they prepare the total war
against the Workers States. This is apparent.

invest. It knows it cannot do this. It sees it
anc;l it is proved decisively; Vietnam threw it
out. That in itself is enough. In the Middle
East, Israel is a country they imported,
they built it as a base against the revolution,
but it has been stopped. The masses stopped it and caused an elevation of the
revolution in the Middle East. Capitalism
cannot dominate, it cannot extend its area
of influence and military domination.

The 'multi national companies', the crisis of capitalism and
the need for left governments of socialist and communist
analysis. It analyses with the belief that if
instead of one president there was another
he would think differently or could be in·
fluenced. They do not consider a class
policy. They consider the policy of people,
individuals. Not classes. A capitalist government may make concessions to them, but
we are in a stage in which the· concessions
that capitalism can make are minimal, because a historic solution is being prepared.
It does not have the funds, the force or the
interest.
Yankee imperialism spends millions of
dollars on Skylab. With what Skylab costs
they could resolve the food problems of
Latin America and Asia for five years. But it
is more convenient to them to spend their
money on this because this is how they are
preparing their reply to the Workers States.
They are nuclear experiments, tests and
exercises. Historic solutions are being pre·
pared.
The Communist Party does not analyse
like this, and neither does the bureaucracy.
But the Soviet bureaucracy is reaching this
conclusion. This is why it answers with
another space vehicle. Capitalism is prepar·
ing for the war. It is not preparing to resolve
problems by means of economic, social or
scientific competition because it would lose
like that. Capitalism cannot compete with
the Workers States and it can see that any
country that is advancing is taking the road
of the Workers State.

The French Communist Party accepts
these conclusions. The Italian Communist
Party does not, it hides the class nature of
the contradictions. It does not make a class

I-or the first time in history a country of
Latin America, Peru, buys arms from the
USSR, Cuba bought from the Workers States,
and Chile did too but these were countries
either in the socialist camp like Cuba or were
led by workers' parties, like in Chile. But in
Peru the army is the government. This is
quite an event in the Latin American re·
volution. It opens the way for other coun·
tries to buy arms from the USSR. To buy
arms means the installation of technicians to
use them and also people who will teach
how to construct the planned economybureaucratically planned, but planned-and
how to use it against imperialism. The
authority of the Workers State increases. It
shows that imperialism has no force to retain
the power it once had and which now is
escaping from its hands, like in Peru. At
the same time imperialism sees that it cannot keep these countries under its influence
so it prepares the atomic war.

CAPITALISM IS SOCIALLY AND

POLITICALLY IN

Capitalism has worked as capitalism in
the epoch of Marx, Lenin and today the
same. But today there are 14 Workers
States and 16 Revolutionary States that
have an influence on all society because
they show that the solution to all the
problems that capitalism is responsible for
is in the nationalisation of property, the
planning of production, monopoly of foreign
trade and workers' control. This is how the
problems are resolved, as Chine, the USSR
and Cuba have shown and as is shown by
the fact that al I the backward states have to
adopt the form, structure and economy of
the Workers State, otherwise they do not
advance. All this is in discussion.

world imperialism against the masses of the
world. That is to say, the dispute becomes
fiercer and competition in world capitalism,
and all of them as capitalists against the
Workers States and the proletariat.
At the same time as its contradictions
increase, the world front of the capitalist
system is weakened. As it is weakened
economically and socially the world capital·
ist system tries to find a substitute to main·
tain its historic force as capitalism and
defend itself. Socially and historically it is
in continuous retreat. Economically it con·
centrates in finance and its financial power
increases-the multinational companies re·
present this.

But apart from all this discussion, capitalism is preparing the war, supporting itself on
a very WP.ak, soft, insecure support. It has
no strength because at the same time 11s
they prepare the coup d'etat, the internal
contradictions of the capitalist system in·
crease, deepen and become fiercer, which
is expressed in the competition within im·
perialism, Yankee imperialism against Europe
and the others, Yankee imperialism together
with Europe against the Workers States;

There is no mystery about the multi·
national companies. The Communist Parties
present them as something that was completely unforeseen. They say that Lenin
could never have imagined that there were
going to be multinational companies, it is a
new phenomenon in history, it is necessary
to defend oneself from them, it is necessary
to guard against them! This is the attitude of
the Communist Parties. The multinationals
are allied imperialism.
They represent

RETREAT

parties, other revolutionary tendencies,
trade unions and workers centres
different imperialist sectors that unite to·
gether. It is wrong to present the multinational companies as a great power.
Capitalism feels that socially and politically it is in retreat. So it looks for a
substitute and at the same time prepares
a military response. It has already tried to
give the military response in Vietnam, in the
Middle East, in Africa, in Latin America.
And they are thrown out everywhere. Capital·
ism fie ls that socially and politically it
cannot maintain its authority. The multinationals mean monopoly, cartels, trusts.
They want to maintain this financial powar
above society, including against the weaker
capitalists. They want fascism. They have
tried, they try and they will continue to
try to create fascism, but fascism is not made
by decree, by their own arrogance, it requires
historic conditions which do not exist toda·)'.
Fascism was successful in a stage when
there was only one Workers State, there was
no other world force. Fascism was suppor·
ted on the failure of the revolution in
Poland, Italy, Hungary, Germany, it was
supported on the retreat of the Socialist and
Communist Parties, on that attitude of ·
capitulation of the Social Democracy at that
time. It was the proletariat's first experience
of the construction of a Workers State.
Fascism was supported on the lack of
sufficient political and theoretical basis in
the Socialist Party from which to build the
mass Communist Parties to take power; it
was supported on the refusal, rejection and
opposition of the Socialist Parties to take
power in Italy, Germany and England; on
the naivety produced by the youthfulness
of the new Communist Parties constructed
in 1919, and on the capitalist crisis and
capitalist war they were not prepared to
face.
This created conditions that exasperated
layers of the petit bourgeoisie and impelled them to find a solution. It looked for it
in the proletariat, it wanted the proletariat
to take power. The Socialist Party, with
Turatti, refused to take power. Since they
refused to take power the petit bourgeoisie
became desperate, it had no perspective and
just wandered between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie in search of a solution. This
was the base of fascism. It was not the pro·
letariat that gave it any support, this is
absurd.

1. 1. 74
fascism. The Communist Parties hide this.
They write a lot of articles about the war,
1943, on fascism, Hitler, Mussolini. But
they do not write that fascism rose up
because the socialists, who were most responsible at that time, refused to take power.
If they had struggled for power in Italy as
they could have done and taken power,
there would have been no fascism in Italy
and the conditions for Hitler would not have
developed.
Fascism could appear because the com·
munists, led from Moscow, refused the
united front with the socialists. If they had
made a united front in 1923, in 1929-32
there would have been no fascism. In Germany in 1927 the socialists and communists
together got 9,000,000 votes. They were
almost half the population. If they had
launched themselves to give a socialist solution for Germany the petit bourge()isie
would have seen the proletariat as a prolon·
gation ofthe Russian Revolution and suppor·
ted it. But Stalin Iiquidated the Bolshevik
leadership, imprisoned the Bolsheviks, murdered them and the Workers State appeared
before the petit bourgeoisie as an assassin
state. Instead of proposing a united front
with the socialists, the communists were
against it, they took the positions and programme of Stalin who said, "Now Hitler is
defeating the socialihs and after he has
liquidated the socialists we will liquidate
him". But Hitler liquidated the socialists and
then liquidated the communists, because the
petit bourgeoisie did not see in the trade
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unions and workers' parties the capacitv to
resolve the crisis in Germany. Hitler showed
that he was disposed to resolve them so the
petit bourgeoisie ran along behind him.
The petit bourgeoisie is not a class,

they are intermediary sectors. Since they
are not a class they cannot think like a class,
so they try to resolve problems as they
appear. At that time the proletariat did not
show that it was ready to resolve them.
Moscow was responsible for this. Today the
proletariat shows that it can resolve all the
problems, as can be seen in Vietnam, in the
14 Workers States, in the gigantic develop·
ment that has been made in the USSR,
Yugoslavia, Albania. The petit bourgeoisie
is observing this and elevating its confidence
in the historic perspective-which is not
fascism, and fascism has no basis to attract
them, on what basis could it attract them
now? What could it offer? Defence of the
fatherland? The petit bourgeoisie rejects all
this. The "Italian fatherland", the "German
fatherland" is unemployment and low wages.
The masses see Yugoslavia and Albania that
were stables and now they are countries
that export machinery and technicians, there
is no hunger and poverty and the repression
of revolutionary tendencies is infinitely less
than in any capitalist country.

THE 'MULTINATIONALS' ARE THE ONLY FORM
WHICH IMPERIALISM

Imperialism can no tonger coexist with
the Workers States on a world scale. The
crisis of capitalism is sharpening, capitalism
cannot develop. It can develop in one ;lrea
but not more generally than that. In its own
stage, on the other hand, capitalism could
spread because it developed locally and
nationally with the export of capital, manu·
factured goods and the military forces to
support the export of capital. Capitalism
cannot spread now.
The multinationals exist because this is
the only form in which imperialism can
function today. Lenin's "highest stage of
capitalism" is today expressed in the multinationals. Because capitalism, as in Lenin's
time, cannot invest or invade as before,
there are not the geographical areas free to
do it. In the small areas it is possible, they
meet up with the resistance of the world
revolution, which means the Workers States,
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the Revolution~ry States, the struggle of
the masses, the worldwide anti-imperialist
opposition.
Capitalism cannot develop through the
export of capital, although it continues to
export capital. The greater part of the
capital it exports is to the already developed
capitalist countries, Europe and Japan. The
principle enterprises in Europe and Japan are
an alliance between national and Yankee
capital. They cannot develop any more
through colonies because of the resistance
of the masses, the. resistance of the Workers
States that support these countries, the
indirect and direct alliance of Africa, Asia
and Latin America with the Workers States,
in particular with the USSR and China.
The defeat of imperialism in Vietnam
shows in an obviously total way that imperialism can no longer dream of invading
col.onies militarily to be able to find areas to

THE COTGRAVE STRIKE POSES THE
OUESTION •WHO RUNS THE MINES?

There is no longer any possibility of this
because today there are 14 Workers States
and the petit bourgeoisie sees that the
solution to problems of backwardness is
found through the Workers State. It is con·
fident, it has been gained almost everywhere
in the world to the anti-imperialist camp.
there are 14 Workers States, 16 Revolutionary States. This is to say that capitalism
cannot count on the petit bourgeoisie as it
did in 1919, 1928 and 1932.

The miners strike was a massive victory
for the working class, and victory achieved, the
great mass of miners voted to return to work. But
the return to work was not entirely smooth or
immediate, sectors in Kent, Yorkshire and Cotgrave, Nottinghamshire raised points of dispute.
Al Cotgrave the return to work led to conflict
over the organisation of the work,. the supervision
underground, and the miners have now called for
an overtime ban, want ii made official and extended throughout the county, and if no action is
taken by the weekend, stronger action will be
considered. They also demand changes in the
present suJJervisers to men ratio in the mine. This
conflict, like the disciplining of Frank Smith or
the walk out of union members in a branch of the
Yorkshire miners is a conflict that raises issues
far beyond wage demands.

It was the same process in Germany as
in Italy. It was not the proletariat that
gave a support. The proletariat was against.
Through its class nature the proletariat can·
not support fascism. One, two or ten wor·
kers may support fascism as individuals, but
the proletariat as a class cannot. The historic
nature of the proletariat rejects and opposes

In the miners strike the central issue was
the wage demand. But it was only the form of a
murh more profound conflict ·the refusal of the
working class as a whole to carry the crisis of
the capitalist system and ii continued in the way
it did, because the miners fell the support of the
mass of the working population, not just workers
but large sectors of the middle classes, who see

the injustice and stupidity of capitalism. Thus
the miners centralised at that moment the w'ill
and the aspirations of the majority of the population to overthrow the capitalist system. The
problem in the conduct of the strike was the Ii·
mitation of the demands • more wages because
of inflation and the difficult ccmditions under
which miners work. But what was not raised was
the whole question of the running of the coal
industry. Do the conditions in the mines have to
be so bad? Why the managerial hierarchy of the
NCB? Why not workers control in the industry?
If there is to be a national fuel policy, should
this not be discussed by the miners as part of a
workers plan of production? Fulle<t advantage
of the strike was not taken because little organised discussion took place on a mass basis, and
flying pickets were limited, preventing communi·
cation with other sectors of the population. This
itself expresses the conflict between the stryc·
ture of the union and the needs of the membership,
that can only be resolved when all° officials can
be recalled by the membership at any time. This
prevents the development of interests hostile to
the objective needs of the miners and the process
of society.
The dispute at Cotgrave, apparantly minimal

in itself, a dispute over organisation of work,
raised in essence these issues. The miners were
not so preoccupied with returning to work as to
· put up with work organisation that did not satisfy
them, They did not go back with a sense of comJacency. Cotgrave showed this, and with the
growing self destructive crisis of capitalism. not
only wages but the whole functioning of the. min,
ing industry, questions of sapervision, industrial
injuries, working conditions, the functioning of
the union are being raised. Socialist nationalis·
ation is quite different from the type of national·
isation existing in the coal industry submitted to
the interests of capitalism. Socialist nationalisation means a planning related to the needs of
the masses and with workers intervention at all
levels.
What is required now is the organisation of

France, Italy and Japan. They have a power
of capital that each individual enterprise
does not have. And to be able to compete
they need to raise productivity, which means
shortening the socially necessary time to
produce, to shorten it in order to reduce the
costs of production so that prices can face
the competition of the Workers States and
the other capitalists, and also the cost of pre·

serving

the capitalist system-which has in·

In France the number of agricultural
holdings fell from 2,300,000 to 1,500,000

creased five times in ten years. Imperialism
spent $65,000,000,000 per year in Vietnam.
Just with this they could budget for all
Latin America for 7 years. This is capitalism.
This shows the form of functioning of capi·
talism today. There is no other form. This is
capitalism. To be able to survive, to be able
to live, capitalism has to increase its internal
competition, between the big capitalists, the
great monopolies, the great multinationals
that are concentrating but this does not
eliminate competition with Japan, Germany,
North America, England, France and Italy.
To be able to survive they need to compete
with the Workers States, to be able to com·
pete with them on a world scale. This
obliges them to increase productivity and
the concentration of capital to be able to
compete with their selling offices and main·
tain the costs of preserving the capitalist
system. These are fundamental conclusions.

in 15 years. This means that 3,000,000
people had to move to the cities and con·
sequently the area of social domination of
the capitalist system was weakened. Capital·
ist power becomes concentrated in fewer
hands but its social influence is reduced.
The same with the small traders, their numbers fell from 2,800,000 to 1,200,000 in
20 years. Only 40% remained. The rest
were excluded from commercial life. Of
280,000small firms less than 100,000 remain,
concentrated in the big firms. Almost all
heavy industrial production in the world is
a concentration of capital that includes the
Yankees. This is so in England, Germ~ny,

At the same time, in spite of the fact that
a very great part of this capitalist investment
being to preserve capitalism and compete
with the Workers States it is also with the
masses who constantly put the capitalist
system in question with their strikes and
uninterrupted struggles. There is not a single
country where more than a month or so
passes without a big strike. It is not like
previous stages where there were periods
of strikes, May periods*. Now it is May all
year. It is May because that is the will of the
masses. The crisis. of capitalism, the dis·
integration of the capitalists and the world
influence of the Workers States.

Together with the investment and export
of capital, capitalism could previously send
its army. Now it sends capital and cannot
send its army because there is the Soviet
Union or the masses of these countries, or
there is China. It no longer has freedom of
action. It feels constrained to develop the
investment of capital, which it has to do
within Europe itself. So it invests and re·
produces in a concentrated way in the multinationals, like for example in France. Two
of these companies hold more capital than
the French state and they make loans to
the French state, which is a powerful capital·
ist state. These are firms that need to eli·
minate the competition of other capitalists
in order to live. To be able to develop they
eliminate the other capitalists.

CAPITALISM IS WAR
The great capitalist countries that deter·
mine the life of capitalism need fascist governments in order to confront the Workers
States and the masses. They cannot confront
them with democratic governments or there
is a situation like in Belgium, Germany,
Italy, France and soon North America too.
They cannot make fascist regimes because
this is not something that depends just on
them-it depends on historic conditions they
do not have and cannot create-so there is a
disintegration of the capitalist system. They
can give no solution to any problem because
their only preoccupation is how to preserve
themselves before the antagonism that is
corroding and disintegrating them-which is
the Workers States that influence the strug·
gles of the masses of the world. So they
have to prepare an answer. What answer?
They have already replied economically,
they are doing this and it is ineffective.
The economic answer is not eliminating
the interior crisis of the capitalist system nor
the interior competition. This interior com·
petition is expressed in the dollar crisis, the
monetary crisis, the gold crisis, the crisis of
trade and export, the pieces crisis, inflation,
the constant rise in the cost of living and deflation too. All this. There is no stability in
the capitalist system. For stability it needs
fascism, a strong government to smash the
workers movement, to make the Communist
and Socialist Parties docile, to impose mili·
tary solutions. It is trying to do this in Italy,
in France but it cannot impose fascism, there
are not the historic conditions to make
fascism.
The Communist Parties completely denied
the possibility of the war, they did not want
to talk about the war. They believed that
they were going to avoid the war. War is a
result of the class struggle: Lenin and Marx

no historic force, fact or event that deviates
from this form of thought of capitalism. It
cannot because it reasons ~ a class.
In "The State and R'evolution" Lenin
makes an analysis of capitalism, of the capitalist state. He shows conclusively that to
allow the economy to progress and develop
society it is necessary to destroy the capital·
ist state. The capitalist state is the bourgeois
institutions, the banks, the government, the
legislature, the army, the police, the courts.
Because they all think' and reason according
to private property, the protection and
accumulation of private property. Capitalism's laws are laws to protect the constant
reproduction of private property. When they
condemn a delinquent it is through the
interests of the extension and reproduction
of private property. When there is war it is
because of the interests of private property.
It is the same. It is private property that
determines the capitalists' form of thought,
his sentiments, relations, consciousness, vision
ofthe world, effects and defects. All through
the interests of private property and its private reproduction. When is expressed through
competition and expressed in the contradictory process. Contradictory means that
there are struggles amongst them, they can·
not develop harmoniously. They develop one
against another, 'One against another'. The
class social-political interests attack and rebel
by means of their own competition.
This determines capitalism's form of
thought. To want to find another form of
thought for capitalism is to base oneself on
thin air. It is necessary to read "State and
Revolution'', and they say "it is a different
epoch". Yes, but in what way is it different?
It is different because there are 14 Workers
States, it is better than before. But does capitalism think differently than previously?

a current in the NUM which intervenes on all

gave a definition, "capitalism is war, because

Has the behaviour of classes changed because

issues, from control of work and conditions to
intervention in the organisation of the left in the
Labour Party. By organising pit and mass comm·
ittees involving all sectors of the population to
discuss problems of the area and national issues,
miners areas such as Cotgrave and other miners
centres can act as a major stimulus to such a
tendency.

capitalism cannot resolve any problem by
means of intelligence, reason and necessity".
It cannot. Capitalism resolves problems according to its own narrow interests. It only
values what is most convenient to it. What is
not in its interest or against its interests is
of no concern, they can all die. This is the
capitalist mind, its class reasoning. There is

there are 14 Workers States? What has
changed in history? The conditions are
more favourable to the revolution because
there are 14 Workers States, but capitalism
still thinks as a class.
It is necessary to discuss with the com·
turn to page 4
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The course of history is determined by
the existence of 14 Workers States. The
impulses can come from anywhere, but the
decisions are taken in Moscow. The events
in the Middle East confirm again that the
decisions are taken in Moscow. Although
they try and conciliate with capitalism in
the conclusions they reach, they are conciliations that go against the capitalist system.
They conciliate because they do not use all
the favourable opportunities that exist, but
they do not take measures that favour the
capitalist system. Imperialism invaded Lebanon in 1958, and in 1970 they wanted to
invade Jordan, now they have threatened
to invade again, but it was the USSR that
invaded. It was clearly the USSR that intervened openly in the offensive. They sent ·
arms under the very nose of imperialism
which did not touch a single boat or plane,
and when they fired on a cargo boat the
Soviets admonished them, "another error
like this and we will use atomic arms".
This was the Soviet response, "Do that
again and we will use atomic arms, Israel
will disappear off the planet". And Laird's
declaration< 1> was the Yankee's reply. These
are concrete facts. A mistake on one side
or the other and it is atomic war.
The Soviets have 75 ships in the Mediterranean, eight of them carrying atomic
weapons. They have seven submarines armed
with atomic weapons. It is not Israel that

The Soviet intervention in the Middle East encourages the
revolutionary decision of the masses of the world and stimulates the
reduction of bureauc1·atic power in the USSR
provokes such a concentration, it is caused
by the structure of the world. The relations
between the Workers States and the revolution-which the Workers States represent
though they do not lead it-and the capitalism, determine a class against class con·
centration. Events are worked out in one
country or another, but on a world scale
they are defined as class against cl ass.
This is why the Middle East is a confrontation between the world socialist revolution,
led politically, if inadequately, by the Wor·
kers States, against imperialism and world
capitalism led by Yankee imperialism. This
is the essential conclusion from which it
is necessary to begin to see the state of
the world today and the significance of the
Middle East.

THE FORCE WITH WHICH THE USSR INTERVENED TO CONTAIN THE
YANKEES IS THE DECISIVE ASPECT OF ITS ATTITUDE.
The USSR stood openly, directly and
resolutely at the side of the Arab countries.
What is decisive in its behaviour is not the
pressure for them to negotiate now, but the
force with which they intervened to contain
the Yankees and make them retreat. They
say to the masses of the world, we will
support any important movement against
imperialism and this is how we will fulfill
all the resolutions we took in the 24th
Congress. We are fulfilling the declaration in
Bresnev's letter, <2 > we will support every
progressive movement. Although the objectives are limited it is an enormous impulse to the revolution. It is after this that
Peron appeals to Europe, asking them to
invest. He turns to Europe, and not only to
capitalist Europe, for he accepted Tito's
invitation to go to Yugoslavia. Peron also
said that if Europe does not want to invest
they would ask China to inteivene: China is
a country with 800 million inhabitants and
they see that they can have very useful
relations with China. He also says that it is
no longer the epoch of military governments,
and with regard to Chile he says that it will
be of short duration. That is to say, they
are not the declarations of someone who
sees imperialism rising up and smashing the
Middle East, following up from Chile.
The relationship of forces is more favour·
able to the revolution every day. They can
strike in one or another country like in
Chile, but the relationship of forces is
infinitely more powerful than this. The
events in Turkey are another element that
shows it. The defeat of the so-called "Justice" Party is very important. There is a
whole avalanche of the left which indicates
the changes that are being prepared in the
Middle East as far as the Balkans. There
is the influence of the trial of Harasztil31
in Hungary too, which indicated that they
have to bring to light a discussion that is in
every way against the bureaucracy. It means
the opening of a public discussion. They
did not sentence him, they suspended the
trial again. And of the eleven witnesses
they heard, which they would have avoided,
ten of them were favourable to Haraszti and
they said that what he wrote was good, that
he is an excellent communist and that his
aim was to impel communism. And they

have to publish all this. Previously they would
have accused him of being a traitor etc. It
is a beginning of the opening of a very profound discussion there is in the Workers
States and which is going to be followed in
the other Workers States, Poland and Czech·
oslovakia included.
It is necessary to see more than just the
process of advance of the revolution, the
strengthening of the revolution in Turkey,
Hungary, the Middle East, Thailand and
Argentina. It is necessary to see it in the
Workers States. The Soviets are intervening
very profoundly in the Middle East. They
were thrown out of Egypt, they were
apparently in conflict with Syria, but now
it is obvious that there is an alliance between
the Workers States and the Middle East.
The population of all the Middle East has
made an enormous leap in history toward
the Workers States, synthesised in the embrace of this old Syrian woman to one of
the Soviets, saying "You are my child!". 1t
is necessary to understand what this means!
And it is very important that in this
war the people have learned to use arms
and not to be afraid of them. This is the
practical conclusion drawn by the masses,
who see that it is not possible to advance
without arms. This is the conclusion drawn
by this eighty year old comrade who says,
"We are right, but if we don't have to use
arms . . . the armed struggle is necessary".
This reasoning is going to appear in the
Communist Parties in a very short time.
Thailand used to be considered a country
full of gorrillas-and they and the people
were just animals. Suddenly, all this move·
ment appear& and they throw out the
military. It is not true that they just left,
they had to run away. Middle East, Guinea
Bissau and Turkey. And there are a million
Turkish workers 1outside Turkey who are
making schools of the class struggle in the
countries they are in. This is part of what
has impelled forces within Turkey, and they
are going to impel them more. There is no
separation. It is by means of letters, articles,
visits and discussions all this is transmitted.
It is the same as will happen when the Greek
workers that are out of Greece return.

THE IMMENSE PROGRESS OF THE REVOLUTION ALREADY HAS AN
ORGANIC CHARACTER THAT IS WEIGHING IN THE COMMUNIST PARTIES.
This immense progress of the revolution,
that already has an organic character, is
weighing in the Communist Parties. It is
necessary to draw this conclusion and say
to them, "Look comrades, this is how the
world isl" And within this, it is necessary to
intervene in rhe discussion in the World
Federation of Trade Unions, in which they

make a proposal that is incorrectly formulated-of opening the WFTU to all trade
unions. We are not against this but it is
necessary to discuss programme, policy and
objectives. They hide this in the discussion
they are making about opening membership
to all, which is incorrect because they sub·
mit to the Christian Democrats and Social

Democrats, they are afraid". The fear may be
justified but the organisatioflal attitude is
not. If we can impel a programme of antiimperialist and anticapitalist struggle that all
the workers movement can participate in,
then we agree. But they do not propose
such a programme. It is necessary to raise
this.

negotiation with the capitalist system. It is
an anticapitalist aim that is lost becau'e
there is no programme corresponding to this
aim. It is necessary to propose that these
new trade unions join the new WFTU, thev
have to join or afiliate but discussing the
programme, policy and mobilisations. Thi!
has to be discussed.

In a stage where the nonaligned or semialigned countries are behind the revolution
this is expressed in the trade union and
political fields, and in culrure and science
too. To face this it is necessary to have the
organisational capacity to attract. The problem is not to make concessions to other
forces with regard to the programme. Concessions of time can be made. This can be
done. But not concessions of form or substance. The form is the method of struggle
and the substance is the objectives. This has
to be discussed. The rest is just appearance.
It means holding on to positions they
call class positions, but which keep them
isolated from the possibility of influencing
the rest of the world workers movement,
including the Catholic and socialist movements.

The level of relations that exist at present
between the Workers State and the Middle
East, Vietnam, all Asia are being extended.
Relations of the Workers State with movements that are not organically revolutionary
in their principles and objectives but that are
becoming revolutionary. For example, Sihanouks movement. A Prince who even wanted
to show that a king can become a marxist!
It is a movement that has nothing to do
with the royalty or monarchy. It did not
originally have the intentions it has now, it
was gained along the way. The communist
militants, leaders and cadres see th is as a
product of manoeuvres. In part this is true.
The manoeuvre has a certain effect. But the
essential force is the world weight, the
world structure tl'iat removes any perspective
of action to develop the country with any
programme and policy other than that of
the Workers State. This is the essential
reason. So it is necessary to argue in this
way. Not simply saying to the communists
that it is not a class policy but arguing.

It is necessary to intervene on the function of the WFTU. They do not discuss it.
What does the WFTU have to say about
Chile? They made an appeal for mobilisations
in defence of Chile, but they did not call for
concrete activity in defence of Chile. They
brought out a communique, the papers published it and that was the end of it. The
WFTU has practically no functioning, it is
not decisive in the life of the world workers
movement. Why doesn't it make appeals,
why doesn't it organise? It has no organic
functioning or weight. It does locally in
some countries. For example in the France
of the CGT is in the WFTU and makes an
important activity for the WFTU. On the
other hand, in Italy there is no such link.
When the WFTU proposes the incorpor·
ation of new trade unions it does so as an
attempt at anticapitalist centralisation. It is
not a centralisation for accommodation and

For example, what has to be done to
develop Cambodia? It cannot be done with
Sihanouk as a prince or king, nor with the
capitalist system. Cambodia can only develop with the planning of a Workers State. ·
Otherwise it canr.iot develop. People already
have this experience. They have it from
Vietnam. fhis is where it is necessary ·to
begin. And the Catholic and Social Demo·
cratic trade unions are seeing this experience,
they are seeing Turkey and they are seeing
Greece. Greece will show this very soon.
Papandreou is going to make quite an important activity because there is a lack of a
centre for the left in the class. And we are
going to make an important activity there
too. The communists are not.

THE WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS HAS TO HAVE A REVOLUTIONARY FUNCTION.
So it is necessary to intervene in these
movements of non-communist and nonsocialist origin, or socialist movements that
were outside the WFTU. They have to intervene in the WFTU with a programme. But
above all it is necessary to question, what is
the function of the WFTU? It is necessary to
discuss what role it plays. What has been its
weight in the events of history? What has
been its function? What programme? What
policy? What experience does it transmit?
For example, Vietnam and the Vietnamese
trade unions have transmitted an immense
experience to all Asia. The trade unions
intervene directly in the struggle to overthrow imperialism, to defend themselves
from imperialism with arms in hand and
struggle for its defeat, producing and develop·
ing communist social relations. This is ob·
vious and conclusive. All the East, and in
part the Middle East, is under th is influence.
There is no doubt that China intervenes
too, but without Vietnam's intervention
China would not do as it does. Vietnam is
not just a transmitter for 'the Chinese, it is,
in some aspects a superior form to China.
In some aspects. Political relations are super·
ior to the Chinese.
So, what is the function of the WFTU?
We propose that it takes a revolutionary
function, that it faces the task of incorporating the Middle East trade unions into the

WFTU and assists the struggle at the Arab
masses. With all the concessions that have
to be made and that can limit programmatic
points, but with no concessions against the
principle objectives of the struggle against
imperialism and against the capitalist system.
They can make omissions, but not against
class principles. This has to be discussed.
They are stages that impel the communist
militanttoconcili ation because he thinks that
this is the way to advance. The Party gives
no other education than this. But there are
14 Workers States and 16 Revolutionary
States that we have already gained. And the
communist leaders say, "our policy has led
to this". It is blind confidence, believing
that things are going to go on as they have
in the past, it is not scientific. Th is is
why they discounted Chile. And also because they are afraid to face this experience.
And as they have no tradition and formation of centralised functioning-it is not a
lllck of internationalism but of centralised
functioning-they do not see the necessity of
this sort of functioning and the discussion
of the most centralised experiences, which
are Chile, the Middle East and Vietnam.
This is why they do not gather experiences
in a centralised way. This is why they
separate and divide countries off from one
anothe.r. There is a particular experience in
Italy "because we are Italians", in France

J. POSADAS

20th October, 1973
--------INTRODUCTION
In view of the subsequent devel·
opment of the process In the Middle East
this article by comrade Posadas • which
was written during the war itself· has a
great Importance and relevance now to
understand the development of the inor·
ganlc united front between the Soviet
Union and the masses of the world In the
struggle against imperialism and the re·
lationship between this world process
and the Internal process in the Workers
States and communist movement, It was
the essentially class nature of the war
In the Middle East that was decisive in
determining the ultimate consequences
and influences of the war as part ot the
global confrontation between imperlallsm
and the capitalfst system on the one
hand and the masses and the Workers
States on the other, This Is reflected
part/cularly Jn the attitude of the masses
Jn the Middle East towards the Soviets •
a conscious welcome and deslre to deep·
en the united front and Impel the po/it·
foal relationship to a more elevated pro·
gramme and policy, This undermines the

they are French, in England English. Obviously they are English, French and Italian
but the capitalist regime is the same in all
three and experiences are transmitted be·
tween all three. There is communication
within each class amongst the three coun·
tries. The classes have identical interests,
identical aims and identical objectives. The
immediate relationships of forces may change,
but riot the objectives, means and conclusions. They do not discuss this.
Imperialism's defeat in the Middle East
is going to strengthen this progress. Whatever
the results of the negotiations they are pre-

bureaucratic power ot the right In the
Wprkers States and stimulates the left
and the proletariat to Intervene,
The spirit of struggle and determ·
/nation of the masses In the Mlddle East
leaves no base for negotiation with Yan·
kee imper/a/Ism or its Israeli agents,
The Intervention of the USSR Is politic·
ally llmited, but It is lntransigent oppos·
itlon to imperialism in the Middle East
and gives no base to those bourgeois
Arab leaderships that would like to com·
promise with the Yankees, On the cont·
rary, they support the aggressive lfne
of the Syrfan and Iraqi leaderships and
r<jject Sadat's 'diplomacy' with imper·
/a/Ism, The Soviet Intervention In the
Middle East has not just been military,
Its -conclusions, as comrade Posadas
says, are social and political and a stim·
ulus to the revolutionary decision of the
masses, This Is fundamental to see the
world forces and forms of the revolution
and take them as an element In the org·
an/sat/on of the left in this country,

paring, it is a defeat for imperialism. 15
days of struggle in the Middle East have led
the Arab masses to see they can win. That
is sufficient! Previously they appeared to be
powerless. Firstly before the protector Nasser, the priest and magician. Then before
Israel, "careful of Israel! We have no arms,
we have to depend on the Soviets." Now
there is no more fear l)f Israel or the Soviets
and Nasser. They have acquired immense
social security. This is going to have an influence in all the Middle East, the Far East
and in Europe too. One of the consequences
of Vietnam is the Middle East, but Turkey
tmT.

THIS STAGE OF HISTORY WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE WORKERS
STATES!
This stage of history, for a whole foreseeable period of many years, will be determined
by the Workers States, and within them by
the USSR. This does not mean that things
will progress in the way they are doing now,
there will be superior stages. This does not
depend on one or another leadership, but on
a superior stage in which reason will be the
decisive factor. But for now it is the Workers
States that show their historic superiority.
The way their historic superiority is shown is
that any country that wants to advance meets
the obstacle of imperialism, the capitalist
system, the capitalist and imperialist struc·
tu re.
Capitalism in Asia, Africa and Latin
America is weak, it is not comparable with
European or Japanese capitalism. It is very
weak historically and has no perspective of
development because it cannot compete with
the developed capitalist states. It cannot
compete from any point of view; it has to
give way to the organisation of thought of
layers that impel a progress, perspective and
orientation of economic, social and political
measures that are not capitalist. Although
they aspire to a capitalist form of development of the economy they have to take
measures, programme and objective that
weaken, divide or damage the capitalist
system. And they establish the bases and
point of entry for an alliance with the
Workers States.

The capitalist development they can make
obliges them to compete with the capitalist
system. They can made a partial progress in
production and the export of raw materials.
Imperialism can still invest in some countries like Israel, or as Yankee imperialism
does in various countries in Africa. But even
so this economic development of countries
in Africa, Asia and Latin America as producers of raw materials immediately clashes
with the development of intelligence and
reason, of the political capacity, of the
world political influence of the Workers
States. So they see how limited this form of
development is, and they see that they can
begin a development that promotes the
organisation of bourgeois layers of society
but no more than that. And they accumulate
and centralise the progress of the economy
and society rather than the rest of the population gaining any benefit. But since all the
population has intelligence, an interior rebellion has to come. Which is to say, this is a
world process which opens, develops and
impels the conditions of alliance between
the countries of Africa, Asia and Latin
America with the Workers States. If this
alliance and tendency toward united front
between Africa, Asia and Latin America
with the Workers States is not developed it
is because of the incorrect and bureaucratic
policies of the governments of the Workers
States and of the Communist Parties of the
capitalist countries.

The aim o.f development cannot impel
them along strictly capitalist lines. Although
they have capitalist aspirations the road they
can follow toward& capitalism is very short.

If the governments of the Workers States
and the Communist Parties of the capitalist
countries adopted a oolicy of alliance, of
united front with the countries of Africa,

Asia and Latin America impelling measures
with a programme, with appeals, with open
anticapitalist support this would promote a
very dynamic impulse and development. It
would develop the capacity of understanding
and intelligence of the masses, making them
see that the immediate shortage of material
means can be made up later; the problem
is to take power. A conclusive and absolute
example is Guinea Bissau, a country that has
only just come to life. The Portuguese capitalists and imperialists with all the help
of American and British imperialism's military and economic power, were powerless to
prevent Guinea Bissau freeing itself. It is
already accepted in the world that for any
country to progress it has to take up arms to
organise itself and smash capitalism, and take
measures that are not of capitalism but of
the Workers State. And although Guinea
Bissau is so poor, that does not matter
because the masses feel th at now they can
participate in history. It is necessary to take
account of this! The little old woman who
embraces the Soviets in Syria is participating in history. Not as a consumer who eats
whatever the boss hands over, she is making
history. This is human dignity.
There is no going back on this, this conquest is already established in the masses.
There is a solid world alliance. A united
front between the masses of the world and
the Workers States, now consolidated in the
Middle East-whatever its result. It is consolidated and it will give an immense impulse
to the masses of the Middle East to intensify
the class struggle and sweep the bourgeoisie
out of these countries. This does not give
authority to the bourgeoisie of Egypt and
Syria. It shows that they are not the ones
that won, but the alliance with the Workers
States, with the structure of the Workers
State and the masses who showed how
powerful they are and how significant their
bourgeoisies-even though for the moment
they hold the world and decide. In a short
process this is going to give a very great impulse to the revolution in the Middle East.
European capitalism is discussing to see
what is going to come after the Middle
East, because they all understand that this is
an impulse to big changes in hi.Story. Not
only in the Middle East but in all the world.
Capitalism's point of attack turned out to
be useless, ineffective and impotent. The
Yankees are being thrown out everywhere
and now from one of their most vital centres,
which shows that Israel does not have and
cannot have the weight, the importance and
the factors that it had before. And the
Soviets show that they are not prepared to
let the opportunity pass. This gives the
bases for big changes in favour of the revolution. These are not just any stages, they
are preparing big changes and impulses in the
Workers States, weakening the world capitalist structure and advancing the massive intervention of the masses. It is favourable to the
revolution, this is why we spoke of the
"boomerang" of Chile.
History develops on the basis of the
Workers States. Capitalism does not determine the course of history. It has atomic arms
but no social capacity, force or authority.
1-iumanity is living the experience that to
be able to progress ecoromically, culturally
and socially new forms of property, better
systems of production, superior forms of
social relations are necessary. Humanity
already has this. Humanity has the example
of the Workers States. Even with the limi·
tations of the Workers States politically,
they show their superiority over the capitalist system in every way. The objective
alliance th at the Workers States and Communist Parties are establishing with the
struggle of the peoples of the world and

their incorporation, gives precise and con·
crete forms to this consciousness of humanity. Imperialism finds before it irreversible facts that can no longer be met with
invasions. like in Lebanon, Guatamala or
Santo Domingo. Everywhere they go they
feel they are going to come up against the
Soviets, directly or indirectly. The attitude
of the masses of the world counts on the
Soviets intervening, sooner or Iater, or that
the Workers States are going to intervene,
and this has an influence in China too. China's
quiet attitude, the changes with regard
to the Middle East show that there is a discussion in China which is going to be expressed in a later discussion as a criticism of
the present leadership, it is going to be an
impulse to the left.
And the form in which the changes to the
left are expressed in China is that in the
first days they gave a verbal support, after·
wards they warned against the superpowers
and a week later they had to send 10
million dollars and two million tons of
wheat. That is to szy, they took a direct
position where previously they had a merely
verbal position so as not to clash with the
Yankees. When they have to send ten
million tons of grain it is because internally
they have obliged even Chou En Lai to take
a position facing the Yankees. Which means
that the Workers States, including China
even with this bureaucracy, have to take
pJsitions favourable to the development of
the anti-imperialist struggle. It indicates a
structure that is not dominated by the
interests of the bureaucracy but by the
interests of the Workers State, which is not
expressed politically but which in a prolonged conflict finds the way to express
itself. Stalin's epoch was different. This is
why the Workers States must be taken as
the centre determining the course of history.
This does not mean that it is necessary to
approve their policy, but that the Workers
States are decisive.
At the same time it means that there are
forces within the Workers States that oblige
them to change, like in the USSR, which
after all their embraces for Nixon went
through a period of peace and calm and
the peaceful settlement of the conflicts
between the Yankees and Soviets (though
there are no direct conflicts between them)
and also between their different spheres
of influence. And the USSR's spheres of
influence are not countries that the USSR
protects but the revolutionary social advance
of the peoples of the world, in which
the USSR has an interest and is itself
a prolongation. The Yankees, on the contrary, have an interest in maintaining the
capitalist system and recovering zones of
the world that are escaping from the capitalist system. All the conflicts come from
here. And the Workers State appears as the
defender, the support of every progresseven with the criticisms, with the limi·
tations and the bureaucratic policy. The
Workers State has to have this function,
which is decisive. It is directly comparable
to the Soviet inteivention in Poland and
Finland in 1940 and the intervention of
the Soviet troops in Europe, which was a
decisive factor in the social transformations
in Europe. This was not the only factor, but
it was one of the decisive factors. And the
other very important factor that has to be
taken as a guide is the defeat of the Nazis
by the Soviet masses who showed the
masses of the world that the Nazis, like
Israel, were not invincible, that they were
puppets, that it is not the capitalist system
that can persist and survive even with
atomic arms, but it is the progress of
humanity that clears aside every obstacle,
including the atomic war.

tum to

back. page

Coming out soon

SOlZHINITSYN. THE SOVIET ONION
llND THE STRtJfif;ll IOR SOC/Ill/SM

J.

post1dt11

14. 2. 74
RED FLAG

3-

Imperialism has been forced to get out of
Panama. It is not only because of the struggle
waged by Torrijos, even though he has been
important and shows the progress of the revol·
utionary nationalist movement in Panama. It ·t is
effect of the world forces of the revolution which
support the Panamanian nationalists to throw
out the Yankees. In the past the Yankees sup·
ported themselves on the bourgeoisie which they
imposed on through arrogance and intimidation.
Today, nobody is intimidated anymore. On the
contrary, now inside the United States there are
demands that Nixon must glve way. A sector of
Yankee ipperialism is trying to act in such a
way as ta gain time with the Soviet Union and
the other Workers States. Imperialism has engendered a whole generation, a whole structure
of assassins whose only function is to kill. To
ki 11 without war; to assassinate, to ki 11 people
as in the case of the assassination of Kennedy.
This murder began this inclination of Yankee
imperialism in world imperialism.
The movement led by Torrijos supports
itself on the struggle of the Latin American
masses. Panama is very backward. There is an
enormous disproportion between its forces and
those of imperialism. So why is it that imperial·
ism doesn't dare attack it? Why is it that it negotiates with Panama? Why is it that Panama
feels it has such a force? Because it represents
the consciousness given to the world by the
Workers States, by the revolutionary masses;
the consciousness that it is necessary to change
history, to finish with oppression and submiss·
ion to imperialism and capitalism. In various
degrees the world advances in this sense. This
is the reason we salute the masses of Panama
and the nationalist movement led by Torrijos.
They express the will of the Latin American
masses to free themselves from imperialism and
among them the masses of Central America like
those of Honduras, who are the weakest socially,
because they do not count on any economic
force. It is an immense progress.
This progress is a product of the world
relationship of forces favourable to the revol·
ution. Imperialism wants to give way now in

J. Posadas
order to be able to concentrate its efforts and
forces into !he preparation of the final settlement
of accounts. The revolutionary comrades of Pa·
nama like Torrijos, of Peru like Velasco Alvar·
ado, of Ecuador, of Mexico, of Argentina must
understand that imperia \ism is not going to go
~way and it will not yield out of respect for the
wi II of these countries. It is going because it
is the least evil for itself, because it can no
Ianger resist the pressure exerted on it. And it
can no longer resist because 1n the United Sta·
!es the petit bourgeoisie, the workers, the mas·
ses are against the imperialist policy of their
government.
If imperialism could count on a much larger
base of support in the United States, it would
be much more audacious, much more decided,
even in confronting the Workers States, the Soviet
Union. But from now on it is necessary to take
into account the participation of the people of
the United States, who still intervene in an in·
direct way. There is no mass movement in the
United States but there are movements of opinion.
Watergate is an expression of this movement of
opinion of the workers, peasants, the petit bour·
geoisie and the students. The large strikes wh·
ich took place, with the participation of the
more prosperous petit bourgeoisie and of the
civil servants ·from the lowest to the highest
grades • show that it is a very large movement
of opinion. It is a movement which draws along
the whole petit bourgeoisie. It is necessary to
celebrate the victory of Panama in all thesections of the IV International. The Yankees have
been forced to go, not because they want to, but
because they have been thrown out. They do not
accept a struggle. It is necessary to repeat to
the revolutionary comrades of Panama, to Torr·
ijos and to the other leaders of the revolutionary
nationalist movement in Panama, that it is only
the world force of the revolution, and in partic·
ular the Workers States which has allowed Pan·
ama to expel the Yankees. Had the latter not
met the resistance and world struggle of the
masses they would have had their hands free to
maintain themselves in Panama. It is not a prob·
\em of economic interest or new plans. The

The uprising in Ethiopia .•
The distribution ot the land means the
revolutir,n. There are the most unimaginable
and inhuman forms of exploitation, thous·
ands a;i.j thousands of people. All these
people em:ouraged the coming of the strike
and the victory of the strike, who are nothing
but skin and bone. All this shows the level
of the relations of the world forces of the
revolution.
At the same time, this will be an enormous blow against China, because China
supported the Negus. It will have a very great
effect in giving an impulse to the development of the struggle in the Workers States
to carry forward the revolutionary policy,
and also in the capitalist countries. It will
influence the rest of the Workers States,
the Communist and Socialist Parties.
The soldiers and the guerrillas must appeal
for a united front with a programme of
democratic demands, distribution of the
land, democratic rights, discussions of the
population to overthrow the regime of Haile
Selassie and to constitute a revolutionary
democratic state which may progress toward
taking measures which tend to advance, 2s in
Somalia, as in South Yemen, towards their
establishment as a Workers State. All the
world workers movement must help, and
the guerrillas, the soldiers and the organisations of the masses must discuss to help to
achieve this objective.
We appeal to the trade unions, to the
Communist, Socialist, Left Radical Parties
in Europe and throughout the world, to the
nationalists, to make an appeal for support

of the masses in Ethiopia, appeals for solidar·
ity, and for a movement of demonstrations,
of strikes and stoppages in support of the
masses of Ethiopia, so that the masses of
Ethiopia feel that they have this support.
Even if they were not able to advance much
in the first moments, they can continue now
on points of support to continue this
struggle.
Imperialism supports Haile Selassie to
seek to crush the movement and to promote
a stratum of soldiers, of students seeking to
corrupt them, to attract them to elevate them
in their social function.
The masses, the students, the functionaries, the soldiers must feel that they have the
support of the masses of all the world. That
they have their concrete support, that they
can expect material, moral, political support
to continue this struggle to overthrow the
regime of the Negus and develop a modern
democratic state which can go toward a
Revolutionary State and a Workers State.
It is necessary to struggle for democratic
demands, the right to speak, freedom of
ideas, the functioning of political parties, of
trade unions rights, cultural democracy with
the right to develop the economy of the
country with the intervention through the
state. It is necessary to plan an economic
development for the benefit of the popula·
tion; the development of agriculture, of
industry, of the transformation of economic
relations with the rest of the world; a
centralised planning in which all the masses
can intervtne.

Yankees are forced to go and the people of Pan·
ama are throwing them out. This is going to have
immense repercussions in the whole of Central
A1,1erica. The most immediate result can already
be seen in the present events in Honduras and
Costa Rica.
We congratulate the Panamanian revolut·
ionaries, including Torrijos, for the very great
progress of the Latin American revolution, an
enormous progress in the struggle to eliminate
all forms of oppression, violence, confrontation,
aggression. To do this it is necessary to over·
throw capitalism and imperialism. We appeal at
the same time to the Torrijos government to plan
the economy, to aIlow the workers to intervene
and the students, with discussions and by the
formation of councils; that they intervene to give
their opinion, their judgement, for them to part·
icipate and control the economy, to prevent the
fo1 ma ti on of bureaucratic teams, bureaucratic
interests, which take the place of capitalism
and command like capitalism did before and so
prevent the objective development of the country.
Panama does not have an economy which can
compete with the rest of the countries of Latin
America and the world. Its economy is hardly
competitive on the world market. On the other
hand it can experience a great development on
condition that it diversifies agricultural prod·
uction and that it develops certain local indus·
tries of a communal type, as the Chinese did.
It is necessary to ask the he Ip of the Workers
States and to propose joint planning of the whole
of Central America; a plan of economic, indus·
trial and social development in which aII the
masses participate. It is necessary to progress
in this way to the greatest social and revolut·
ionary gains against imperialism.
It is necessary to base this progress on a
programme of anti-imperialist united front on a
Latin American scale, a united front of all the
workers centres, of all the workers parties ag·
ainst imperialism; for an anti-imperialist Latin
American and world united front, for the united
front of all the Workers States and for thll. uni!·
ication of all the Workers States.
J. POSADAS
7. 2. 74
It is necessary that all the Workers States,
that all the socialist countries intervene
giving their support to the masses. That all
the trade union centres of Europe, of Latin
America, of Africa give their support to the
struggle of the masses in Ethbpia so that
they make their weight felt, because this will
stimulate the currents who want changes and
a revolutionary democratic development because they feel the world support and are
stimulated to advance, to overthrow the
feudal regime. It is necessary to make also
an appeal for the intervention of the population for a later agreement with South Yemen,
Somalia etc.
The relation of forces in Ethiopia is unfavourable to the masses, to changes, be·
cause there is a clique that governs. But on
a world wide scale, it is favourable. This
weighs and stimulates the thought, the
decision, the longing of the masses, of the
intellectuals, of the students, peasants, workers to stimulate progress. Progress must come
on the basis of measures which overthrow
the capitalist system. It is the boomerang of
Chile that continues to function. Through·
out the world process, for example, in the
processes of the general strikes I ike that of
the British miners who have just defeated the
Conservatives. It is a world process which
favours the masses. The immediate effect
of the drought which had assassinuted hundreds of thousands of people, without this
meaning anything to Haile Selassie whohas
massacred and repressed the masses more
and more, has not intimidated the masses.
The masses did not allow themselves to be
intimidated or frightened but they continue
and go forward with their demands. It is an
irreversible process. A process of progress
which imperialism does not have the capacity to contain.
J. Posadas -

*the Kin9 of Abyssinia.

Jhe significance of the uprising ill Ethiopia: the general strike as an element of culture and progress

raising the level of political discussion. Capil·
alism has no ideas and, as it has no social auth·
ority now either, it is doubly in torment and
moves in terror of dangerous thoughts. It is in
the sphere of ideas that the students can weigh
most of alL But to do this requires clarity, the
clarity of marxism, not the blindness of putschism
or the roulinism of conciliation.
T)le present struggles over grants and
accommodation have to be linked with an intervention towards the left in the Labour Party and
towards the struggles in the factories, not just
on the level of agitational leaflets but posing
the programme of r.ationalisations and workers
control, students wages to rise with the cost of
living, full support to the anti-imperialist struggles throughout the world, withdrawal of British
troops from Northern Ireland, action committees
in the workers areas etc. We appeal for more
political life in the universities, Polytechnics,
colleges, a profounder study of marxism with
student elections contested on a rea I programme
and policy. The whole structure of capitalist
education has to be subjected to a consistent
criticism, and courses proposed to link the
students with the problems of their regions, and
to relate all this to a workers plan of production.
This student conference has shown with even
greater clarity than before, that the only sol·
ution for the faction fights and the necessity to
answer to the profoundly anti-capitalist spirit
of the students, is the serious study of marxism,
particularly the articles of Posadas, a greater
fusion with the forces of the left in the Labour
Party and a profounder internal life in the NUS
itself, so that a deeper discussion of ideas and
policy is allied to a real internal democracy with
all delegates and officia Is open to immediate
recall.

J. POSADAS
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On the General
Elections
in Belgium
The progress of the Socialist Party in the
elections is very important, even if nationally
there was a certain retreat in the number of votes.
Al the same time there was a retreat in the Feder·
alist parties, RW, FDF and Volksunie. The bourg·
eoisie voted fOI the PSC-CVP. There is a greater
and greater polarisation of forces between the
capitalist system and the masses. It is not only·
the population of Belgium that voted in the elec·
lions, it is also the miners strike in Britain, the
general strike in Italy, the strikes in Germany,
the Union Populaire in France.
It is all this which has impelled the work·
ing class to vote in a centralised. way for the
Belgian Socialist Party and to attract part of
the petit bourgeoisie which has broken from the
federalist parties. It is a vote to make the Bel·
gian Socialist Party change! It is a vote to strengthen the turn to the left which can be seen in the
Socialist movement and to make these changes
irreversible.
Our party salutes the progress of the soc·
ialists with a very great joy and it is in this
light that we measure the significance of the
648 votes the workers vanguard in Charleroi
gave for trotskyism. The vanguard who had voted
for the POR (I) in 1971 and this time voted for
the Socialist Party wanted to use this vote to

Labour Party
mental point of support in Pach country.
It is necessary to take account of this
sentiment of the petit bourgeoisie that
is attracted by the proletariat in its
strikes and mobilisations and which
can be gained to the anti-capitalist
programme. This requires a deeper dis·
cuss/on led by the left in the Labour
Party.
·This discussion has to answer
the continuing economic crisis. The
government have not made sufficient
concessions to the working class in
terms of overall economic strategy· they
have , on the contrary, undertaken fo
delay any question of nationalisation
for as long as possible; discussions of
a 'growth economy' that will provide
full employment and expanding produc·
tion are an abstraction in these circum·
stances. It is necessary to plan production on the basis of nationalised pro·
perty or there is no economic progress.
The recent bankruptcies in the London
stock exchange show the insecurity of
finance capital, its distrust of this
government (which is mirrored by the
low level of economic activity, invest·
ment, reinvestment,.in general) and the
perspective of recession, unemploy·
ment and continued stagnation. Nation·
alisation, workers control, centralis·
ation of the economy will give a sol·
ution, capitalism will not. But these
demands, apart from an elevation of the
Labour left, the organic forms for the
intervention of the masses - factory
committees, action committees etc. as
a basis of democratic discussion in
order to weigh in the class organis,ms,
and as organisms to impose the will of
the working class and exploited masses
in ~pposition to the bourgeois appar·
atus of the state. It is necessary to be
based on this perspective in the org·
anisation of the left.
7. 4. 74.

impel profound changes in the Socialist Party
to impel the organisation of the revolutionary
left in the Socialist Party. They are trotskyist
votes that are being incorporated in the interior
struggle in the Socialist Party to construct a
left leadership with an anti-capitalist programme.
At the same time a firm and solid sector of the
workers vanguard maintains its electora I support
for our party because it feels the necessity of
affirming the revolutionary programme, policy and
continuity, to give greater confidence to the
socialist, communist and trade union left.
It is necessary to take the elections in
Belgium as an important progress of the left and
begin from here lo struggle for the left united
front based on the anti-capitalist programme.
The crisis of capitalism is going to be continua \ly aggravated after the elections.
We appeal to the militant base of the Soc·
ialist Party, trade unions and Communist Party
to intervene. As the workers vanguard has inter·
vened to organise the vote for the Socialist Party
we appeal to ii to intervene now to impel the
left united front, making everyone participate
in the discussion! We appeal for the reorganias·
left united front, making everJ:one participate
in the discussion! We appeal for the reorganis·
ation of the free assemblies where everyone can
intervene, the young and old, workers and house·
wives. It is their intervention that is going to
overcome the Jeck of preoccupation, lack of
interest of the socialist, trade union and com·
munist leaderships and make the united front
really progress!
We appeal to the socialist left to organise
united front discussions, assemblies, debates
to lliscuss the situation. We appeal for the con·
vocation· of the workersassembly of the workers
parties and trade unions to discuss this nec·
essity of impelling the left united front now,
and the anti-capitalist programme to go to the
left government.
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The property speculation accusations
shouv the need to change the
present structure of the Labour Party
The crisis of European capitalism and the Common Market is a result of the
progress of the revolution and above all of the continuous, uni11terrupted mobilis·
ations of the working class that constantly undermine any semblance of stability
still remaining to capitalism and Intensify the total, economic, social and political
crisis of the capitalist system. The enormous progress of the Workes States and the
revolution in the world, together with the continual process of crisis of capitalism
provide the background and world context for the advancing struggle of the working
class in this country to weigh in the organisation of the left in the Labour Patty
and trade unions.
This left has to be organised to
and Edgar Faure standing against one
advance in the programme and policy
another as well as other possible bourto find a solution to the crisis of cap·
geois candidates and the communist·
italism in the expropriation of the cap·
socialist candidate. French capitalism
italist system. It is necessary to be
will be unable to maintain a parliambased on the world experience of the
entary electoral perspective for very
revolution.
long in such conditions. The strikes
The crisis of European capitalism
of key proletarian sectors like the St·
is very great and intensified by the
Nazaire dockers and miners in Lorraine
·
·h h
d
together with more and more extensive
antagonism wit t e nite
tates, wh~
sectors of the petit bourgeoisie on str·
ich is expressed as a trade war and a
diplomatic confrontation between Jobert
ike in the banks and stock exchange
and Nixon, rather than as a real military
are a factor of the crisis and weigh in
war, only because of their mutual fear
the progress of.the left in the commun·
of the Soviet Union and the revolution.
ist and socialist parties who have adTheir common interest in avoiding a
vanced the common programme which,
deeper confrontation that would favour
a~th~ugh _limited, is anti·c_apitalist.
the lflorkinrrclass, in no way diminishes.·"·-·- Similarly m the Ge!man Social Democthe sharp inter capitalist competition
ratlc Party the tensions between Brandt
existing between them. In France in
and the /~ft become. more and more open
particular the bourgeois crisis is going
and public as he tnes to blame the left
to be accelerated by Pompldou's death
for the most recent electo!al setbacks
because all the disintegration, disunity
t~e SDP has faced, when m fact these
and pessimism of the French bourgeois·
have occurred only where the loc_al app~
ie is going to allow them no perspective
aratus of the sp_P has a part1c;ularly
of concerted action against the Unio
entre1!ched pos1t10.n as . a ~a~t1on_ ~f
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N.U.S. CDNflRINCE IMPHASISIS THE NIED
f OR A LEADERSHIP WHICH CURRISPDNDS
TD THI MILITANCY Of THI STUDENTS
The conference of the NUS, conlused and
chaotic as it was in some respects, has demon·
strated very sharply the gap between the profound
combativity of the students and the lack of an
adequate leadership, This advance in combativity
is based on the general assimilation of the world
advance of the socialist revolution, the advance
of partial regeneration of the Workers States and
the general disintegration of world capitalism.
The total crisis of British imperialism can only
promote the growing understanding among slu·
dents that capitalism as a system has to be
superseded. The victory of the miners, the entry
into government of the Labour Party, the mani·
fest justice of the struggle of the masses to be
free of exploitation and the brainless functioning
of the capitalist system, the exposure of Water·
gate and the Littlejohn affair, constantly slim·
ulate a discussion and searching among students
for a socialist solution and a searching for \he
lactic and programme lo achieve this.
The combativity of the students • which
rests fundamentally on the influence of the com·
bativity and the decision of the working class •
was shown in several resolutions at the confer·
ence. The vice-president was criticised and in
this clearly the whole inadequate student lead·
ership, for lack of decision in the conduct of the
grants campaign. A resolution was passed com·
plelely rejecting bourgeois liberal conceptions
of free speech for everyone and making it clear

that meetings of the bourgeois right were to be
smashed in the universities. The executive
resolution on Soviet dissidents was referred
back. In all this the efforts of the right to push
the students union into making a centre of anti·
Sovietism and support for Solzhenitsyn failed.
None of the existing leaderships act as the
channel to centralise the student sectors and
make them a real political influence in the work·
ers vanguard and in the construction of the leH
in the Labour Party. The left groups show mil ii·
ancy but give no perspective to the process. The
Broad Left does not express the force of the
student movement. None of them provide the
political perspective and stability to centralise
and guide the students. Hence the apparent
fragmentation and disorder in the elections.
The growing militancy of the students under the
impact of the intervention of the workers does
not find the programme, policy and decision to
correspond to it.
The attempts by the bourgeoisie to in·
tensify a policy of intimidation which they dare
not try at this moment against the working class against students has been shown in the brutal
interventions in Oxford and Essex universities,
arresting and suspending students wholesale.
Capita Iism fears the students sectors, not because of their social weight, but because they
can act as an influence on the workers movement
from the point of view o( discussing ideas and
turn to back page
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programme.
This process can be seen in this
country as the strikes, mobilisations,
occupations and discussions of the work·
ing class constrain and limit the leaderships ·room for manoeuvre. The right
wing in the Labour movement concede
quite a lot to the trade unions by their
proposed industrial legislation that allows obstruction of the highway for as
long as is necessary to let pickets ex·
plain the situation to drivers or people
wanting to enter work. This is new, it
does not favour capitalism.
But it is very significant that the
TUC says that these proposed laws are
inadequate and they want more legal
rights for unions in dispute as well as
the immediate repeal of the Industrial
Relations Act. Even with the monstrous
apparatus there is in the British trade
unions the top leadership is not In a
position to make a great compromise on
this point. This shows the pressure the
trade union base is managing to exert,
and consequently it shows the enormous
limitation of the measures this government is prepared to take compared to
the wi II of the working class. It is is·
olated from the mass of the Labour
Party - even the NEC of the Labour
Party comes into pretty severe conflict
with it over the attitude to the Clay
Cross Labour councillors, because the
government will not apply the Labour
Party conference decision to reverse
the fines made against them under the
Housing Finance Act. And these coun·
cillors, who have served as a focal
centre of opposition to the right in the
Labour Party • refuse to be reimbursed
frc~m Labour Party funds, saying in effect that they 'don't want charity but
the struggle against the capitalist system'. This is a partial expression of
the left which exists in the Labour
Party and that is already quite strong
but which is lacking in,organisation
and consistent pol icy and programme.
Although this right wing team in the
government has made certain limited
concessions to the working class it is
incapable of changing its essentially
bourgeois character as one of imperialism's last resources in the defence of
the capitalist system.
In this sense the press campaign
against Wilson launched by a sector of
the bourgeoisie is an extremely profound and conclusive confirmation of the
debacle of the capitalist system. Where·
as in the past they would have discredited a shaky social democratic
government by linking it with communism and the Si:wfet Union - now they
try to discredit this government by lilik·
ing it with capitalism! The allegations
of 'land speculation' being made ag·
ainst Wilson and his secretary etc. are
a means of attack on the Labour gov·
ernment which the bourgeoisie sees is
under pressure from the working class
and in which it has little confidence
as a prop of the capitalist system. But
the working class is going to want to
discuss these accusations. There is
already the Poulson affair and the cor-

tum to page 3

There is a complete decomposition of capitalism. Outside the Workers States and the
developed capitalist countries of Europe and
Japan, one of the essential processes of this
stage that shows this decomposition is the
crisis in Ethopia. Ethiopia is one of the most
backward countries in the world, with a
feudal patriarchal regime in which the proprietor owns everything. Now there is a
general strike of protest, opposition, upris- .
ing against the tyranny of the leadership of
the country. The masses did not demand
.only wage increases. They demanded democratic rigbts, political rights, dbtribution of
the land, the punishment of those responsible for the backwardness: they took hostages, influenced the army, demanded ·the
cultural elevation of the country. They won
over officers, NCOs and even officers of quite
high rank.
Such organisation is not determined by
the internal motives. It is the Eritrean
Liberation Front, the guerrillas of Eritrea,
the existence of the Revolutionary State of
Somalia and south Yemen which is close to
a Workers State, together with the world
proceS$ of the. revolution which have influenced this process. And in this, there has been
the struggle of the Vietnamese masses, who
are represented directly by the guerrillas in
Eritrea who gave an impulse to the struggle
against this assassin Haile Selassie.
This process has developed in Ethiopia
because the revolution is very profound and
in all sorts of ways succeeds in stimulating
and organising the consciousness of the
population and the latter receive it as part of
their own organisation. It is concerned to
· live better, to have more to eat and to look
·after the children better, but to try to keep
through the radio and through meetings. This
means that there are meetings, that there is a
political life, that there is an organised life
of the masses in Ethiopia. This is not the
product of an empirical life, they did not
come into the streets in desperation. It is an
organis!ld movement, organised in a coordinated way, which shows that they have
. the capacity to wait for the moment to
advance. The masses, without the possibility
of an organised life, have achieved this. This
is to say, they live in an organised way in the
minimal f6rm in which they can do it. To do
this, means that each member of the population lives a political life, is interested, conconcerned, discusses, sees the others, and
communicates.
The regime of Hai.le Selassie is that of a
nepotist society. It is a whole power dominated by families who control the country with
an arbitrary regime, dictatorship that prevents discussion, speaking, trade unions,
strikes, a political life. This has been accompanied by an atrocious persecution. But this
has not prevented the population from uniting, advancing, organising and making a
revolutionary movement, influencing the
.army. This shows that important bases of the
army are influenced by the revolution. Even
in a country where the army is a Praetorian
Guard, it depends on being paid and it is
denied any possibility of independence,
culture or initiative.
When part of the army is sensitive, accepting the influence of the population, it is
because already within it there is the development of an influence of the world revolution.
Naturally it does not influence them all, that
is the army as a body, but part is influenced
by the revolution. There is also a manoeuvre
of imperialism, which tries to block this
process, trying to persuade the*Negus to
make reforms. But he cannot make any
important reforms. Haile Selassie cannot
make any important reforms because there
is a feudal structure which any reform would
overthrow. It is the same situation as with
the King of Jordan, who could not make
any reform because everything would collapse.
This process shows how the revolution
has infiltrated in spite of the isolation,
illiteracy, the tribal isolation imposed by
Selassie. The influence of the revolution has
penetrated, the influence of revolutionary
democratic rights, and this has acted upon
the country. It is not the bourgeois sectors,
nor the military in the service of the bourgeoisie, but the masses, the military that
are influenced by the masses, which carry
forward progress, as they are doing in
Ethiopia.
We make an appeal to Somalia and to
South Yemen to express their solidarity with

The significance of the uprising in Ethiopia:

The general strike as an instrument of culture
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the masses of Ethiopia and with the Wor.kers States, to intervene, giving their support
to these masses. Even if the movement ii1
Ethiopia does not go beyond a very great
protest, it has already forced the govern·
ment to make concessions. For the first
time, it has not been a movement of officers
who stay in the palace, but a movement that
seeks contact with the population; which
distributes leaflets among the population,
which seeks to unite the population, makes
appeals to the population and calls on it to
participate. The population responded. It
has not been able to intervene in a massive
way because it does not have organisms, it
does not have a previous political life,
does not have organisation, lives in very
miserable conditions, and is oppressed by
spying· and terrorism. There could not be a
massive organised reaction like that of the
masses in the countries of Europe or Latin
America but an organisation that responds
favourably and which prepares to intervene
later. This shows that henceforth the process is going beyond the framework of the
palace struggle, the struggles between military cliques and that it tends to attract the
intervention of the population. It attracts
the population. This shows tha1 there is a
very profound process, that it is the effect
of the world struggle against imperialism and
against capitalism and in part of the guerrillas
of Eritrea.
The intervention of the CIA sought to stop
this, to divert the process. It sought to take
it in their hands, to liberalise the regime and
block a better movement, to make some
agrarian reform, to make some concessions
to the students, to allow a certain de.mo:
cratic freedom for a liberal balance between
the bourgeois camp and petit bourgeois camp,
to prevent dem.ocratic developments .and to
prevent the intervention of the large popular masses. But not withstanding this, it is the
large masses that have intervened, who influenced the sergeants, the NCOs and the top
layer of the officers. It is a process which has
escaped the control of the CIA. Hence the
rebellion continues and puts forward revolutionary demands which completely bypass
the original demands. They put forward many
demands that tend to overthrow the regime
of Haile Selassie.
The CIA supports Haile Selassie because
he has made some concessions to the upper
strata of the petit bourgeoisie, to the intellectuals and the officers to hold improvements at that level, in order to incorporate
in the regime of Haile Selassie, another
stratum of individuals interested in power, to
contain the rest of the population which
wants fundamental changes in society, such
as overthrowing the despotism and to construct revolutionary order which transforms
the present regime of feudal property into a
regime of state property, a Workers St;;ite.
Ethiopia is a naval base of Yankee, British
and French imperialism. It is a country
which serves as a means of containing, of
counter revolution against the revolutionary
process in Somalia, in South Yemen, the
development of the revolution in Africa.
This is its objective meaning. It has no
other meaning.
Ethiopia invests in the development of
the economy of the country only one third
of what it votes to military expenditure. It
has one of the most prepared and most
developed armies with more influence from
Yankee money, supported, protected and
sustained by Yankee, British and French
imperialism. They are bastions that imperialism arms to try to contain the revolution.
Ethipia is the Israel of this sector of Africa.
Hence it is the only country which has relations with Israel, which has supported it and
at the same time has sought to contain the
process of development of the influence
of the revolution in Somalia, in Eritrea, in
South Yemen. To contain this, they sought
to take a series of political measures among
which was the recognition of China, seeking to protect themselves with China, to
contain the intellectual and revolutionary
cultural development of the student and
military strata.

The world development of the revolution
creates an understanding of history. It is not
a question of just economic interests, although these are fundamental. But all these
strata of intellectuals, students and military
technicians, are influenced by the development of the process in the Workers States,
by the struggle of the masses. They see the
historic social superiority of the Workers
States, this develops in them the desire to
develop Ethiopia and they cannot develop
it, within the capitalist regime. Hence Haile
Selassie sought to contain it with the recognition of China, to seek to maintain his
base of intellectual aut~,ority, of containing
the influence of the revolution on strata of
the intellectuals, of the· proletariat and of
the peasant sectors. But it has been shown
that the revolution is more powerful than all
of their economic and military measures.
The revolution, above all the struggle of
the guerrillas for the liberation of Eritrea,
the struggle of South Yemen, of Somalia, has
an enormous influence. They have seen that
countries infinitely more backward, or just as
backward as Ethiopia have developed and
that in them there is a strata of economic
development, still they have not resolved
the problem of the economy given the
enormous backwardness which they have
inherited, but there is a development of
the intelligence, culture, solidarity and unity
of the population to resolve problems on
the basis of centralisation from nationalised
property to socialist measures.
For this reason the Yankee, French and
British imperialists made a centre of Ethier
pia: a counter revolutionary base. But the
world revolution has compensated for the
lack of internal forces of the proletariat and
of political liberty and has introduced a
superior level which is represented by the
development of the Workers State, of the
struggle of the masses of the world and has
won, influenced strata of teachers, technicians, university teachers, workers and soldiers
It is the interpenetration of the world revolution which compensates for the internal

weakness, but which shows that theworld
is· henceforth· mature for fundamental social
historic changes, that is the construction of
socialism.
The revolutionary sentiments, if they did
not exist now in the population, would not
have been created by the drought or the low
standard of life; the low standard of life of
itself did not create the mobilisation. The
conditions for the revolution were due to the
influence of the world revolution, the struggle of the masses of the world. The drought
undoubtedly impelled th is movement but did
not organise or originate it. At the same
time all this shows the crimim:I character of
the capitalist regime and of thi~ torm of feudal organisation .in Ethiopia, as in the rest of
the world. There has been a! a minimum a
hundred thousand deaths caused by the
drought, according to what they say. We
calculate 500 thousand, because they hide
things. Whereas in the Soviet Union and in
China, they had the same problems of
drought and devastation, of hunger and they
eliminated them. This shows the superiority
of the Workers State, which in China, in less
than 30 years, liquidated the low standard of
life and tloodings. And the Soviet Union has
not only eliminated droughts, but has transformed Siberia. This shows the superiority
of nationalised property, of the centralised
planning of the economy and of Soviet
functioning.
Not all the population intervenes in
Ethiopia. There are students, officers, NCOs
smail sectors of the proletariat who are
functionaries, clerks, sectors of the administration. If these sectors are ready to
intervene and find support, the sympathy
of the population, it is because, i11 a concentrated way, the world process of the
revolution, the advance of the struggle of the
masses· against capitalism :md the development of the Workers States is linked with
the masses of Ethiopia. These live and transmit still in a very limited way, the struggle of
of the guerrillas in Eritrea, the struggle of
Eritrean Liberatlo·n Front. But this is insuf-

ficient. There are the general struggles of
the masses among which the strikes of the
British, French, Italian and German proletar·
iats, the crisis of capitalism in Europe give
an impulse to the students and the NCOs.
These find a welcome in the population
which is peasant, which does not have work
which is 90% iltiterate, but which has th~
concern to see that demands for democratic
rights are necessary, with the development
of culture, the development of the economy,
liquidation of ihe plundering and robbery of
the big landowners, of the assassins directed
toward a political liberty, a change toward a
democratic regime, the right of free speech,
of discussion, the elimination of the absolute
power of the Negus.
The students, the NCOs, have the sympathy of the population it is because this
expresses the fact that it is joined to the
world influence of the changes in history.
It does not mean that they will conquer
immediately. It is not an organised movement, it does not have a programme, it does
not have a Party, the trade unions have
little strength, but it means now there is a
great decision on the part of all those people
v..bo have intervened, whether peasants,
students, intell11ctuals or soldiers. They have
already given an impulse to a movement,
which will go forward on another occasion,
supporting itself on the world force of the
revolution. This means in a general sense
the weakness in the relationship of world
forces favourable to capitalism and the
development of the relationship of forces
favourable to the revolution. Ethiopia, expresses this relationship of world forces,
favourable to the development of fundamental social changes in history. Otherwise
this situation would not have resulted.
This is a very heavy blow at the capitalist
system, at imperialism, at the measures of
imperialism and at its world leadership, and
it is a very great impulse to the Workers
States and to the· struggle of the matses
throughout the world. This contributes to
the development of the relationship of forces

Generalise the experience of the Hirwaun
1 action committee'
by constructing organs of dual power
The struggle at Hirwaun, although on a small scale compared with the massive strike actions
of the class such as the miners, railwaymen etc. has a very great importance. The occasion for the
mobilisation of the population was the attempt to install a giant gas storage complex. A popular com·
mittee,was formed, widely representative of the population, to organise resistance to the scheme, re·
garded as extremely unsafe. The authorities finally decided to impose their solution and tried lo break
the pickets.
The latter procended to mobilise the pop·
the need for constantly functioning popular com·
ulation who came from the surrounding area, part·
mitlees opposing the established authorities of
icularly from the local factories such as Dunlop
capitalism.
and in this women workers were particularly
The action committee for the area was cap·
prominent. The police were thrown back, and
able of mobi Ii sing the whole of the local popas at Saltely during the miners strike of 1972,
ulation including decisive sectors in the Labour
finally withdrew.
Party. It is an important experience which should
be generalised throughout the class. it could
The character of the struggle shows the
only arise responding as it does to a new stage
great confidence of the masses at this stage of
of the class struggle in this country.
history. It occurs in the period which has seen
the massive miners strike and the return of a
The left of the Labour Party has to base
minority Labour government to power, when the
itself on experiences such as Hirwaun or the
masses all over the world from Ethopia to Japan
occupation al Clydebank or the experience of
advance in the consciousness of their capacity
'Free Derry' where a popular functioning was
lo replace capitalism and construct socialism.
developed outside the control of the government
Without this world structure, ii would be impossand has lo be suppressed by force. ffi,rwaun
shows that the decision, optimism and confidence
ible for sectors such as those at Hirwaun who
of the masses is far superior to their leaderships.
are not the most central sectors of the British
The forces Qf the left have to base themselves
working class to intervene in the way they have.
on this in order to advance in their struggle to
The struggle shows the complete rejection
transform the Labour Party into an instrument
of the arbitrary planning and development of
for the construction of socialism. We appeal to
capitalism, which places its own wishes above
the Labour left to slu~y the experiences of the
those of the population and has no interest in
human beings except to exploit them. It is a
French May of 1968, of the Italian factory coun·
rejection in miniature of the functioning of the
cils, of the Chilean Cordones lndiJstriales which
all show the decision of the population to rescapitalist system, and it is a rejection by force.
olve the problems of society outside the organs
When capitalism imposes by force it has to be
of bourgeois power. The committee at Hirwaun
met by a superior force. Hirwaun shows, on a
was formed for a very specific purppse, but it
small scale, the tendency of the class to go
is necessary to extend such committees into
beyond protest and demonstration and advance
organs which discuss all tlie problems of the
towards measures of civil war, a contained civil
masses, those of employment, public amenities,
war without the shots, but in essence this is
regional planning, education, posing the need
what is meant by Hirwaun. It is a defiimce of
!or workers plans of production, org_anising dem·
the regime of 'law and order' and lends to pose

onstrations ahd, as al Hirwaun, tryi"ng to mobilise
all sectors of the population, young and old,
workers and petit bourgeoisie, men, women and
children. This is going to be posed on a very
large scale in the nex~ period as capitalism
eniers inlu ever dee~ning crises and the masses
go outside the structure of parliament and local
government lo impose their will in their own
organs,, action committees, shop stewards comm·
ittees, district committees etc., seeking a soviet
functioning. By understanding the role of committees as at Hirwaun the Labour left is going
to greatly magnify its sphere of action and int·
ervenlion and eliminate the old social democratic electoral perspective, replacing it with a
class and revolutionary perspective. In this way
also it will help to elevate the life of such com·
mittees which can lend to remain at the level
of limited local concerns unless they are given
a perspective of generalised social struggle,
a programme and orientation which must come
from the political organ of the class, the Labour
Party. But a Labour Party, which has broken a II
the right and centre links with capitalism.
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The first paragraph under the first sub-title ·in
the editorial should read: 'The Healey budget
does not reduce military expend ilure. Irrespective of the pressures on the Labeur Party the
bourgeois right can still maintain itself on the
basis of this structure.

favourable to the overthrow of what remains
of imperialism and capitalism.
When in a country like Ethiopia, which is
one of the most backward in history,this
process occurs, it shows that the revolution
extends all over the world and that it arrives
there via the radio and the guerrillas, like the
guerrillas in Eritrea, who communicate the
revolution. If the masses receive this influence, it is because they live l#r.is txperitnlft.
and this desire, otherwise the process would
not reach them. If the masses did not have;
this desire and this will, the influence ofthe
world revolution would not reach them. They
have the will and the desire! In the most
appalling and utter misery with 90% illiteracy, they have an aspiration for social progress. It is the influence of 14 Workers States,
of 16 Revolutionary States and of the revo·
lutionary struggle of the masses, of the
Liberation Front in Eritrea, of the Liberation
Front of Oman and Muscat, of the g_uerrillas
of the Persian Gulf, and of Somalia and
South Yemen.

The most important facts of the world situation show a very great progress in the rela-·
tion of forces, favourable to the world
development of the revolution, to the development of the struggle of the masses
against capitalism, the weakness of capitalism and of imperialism. The most important
facts that show this are, the victory of the
miners in Britain; the Labour victory in the
elections and the General Strike in Ethiopia.
They are two, not the only, fundamental
aspects of this process, In a niore limited
more distant form, this process was expressed also, in the victory of the public service
sector and of the police in Germany where
90% of the police went· on strike. It had
enormous repercussions in Germany. An
echo of this strike was the panic of the right
which voted for the Liberals in Hamburg,
but at the same time it consolidated the left,
which influenced and will influence the
Liberal youth which is to the left also in
Hamburg. There is quite an important Liberal left.
The very favourable balance of forces can
also be seen through the attitude of Gromyko in Syria which whilst being interpenetra·
tive, is a blow to the Yankees. Certainly he
will negotiate to find an agreement, but on
what basis? In Syria there are 1,600 agrarian
cooperatives and 16 collective agencies of
the government and the· principle industries
are nationalised. Gromyko went to Iraq to
support this. These are two important countries with a very great weight in the Middle
East and this will influence notably and
powerfully the rest of the Arab countries
and among them Egypt. The turn to the
right in Egypt, does not have a solid social
basis.
Throughout the world, capitalism has
not succeeded in giving any serious of
important blows which discourages, confuS1ls., or contains the development of the
workers and revolutionary movement. On
the contrary, there is a progress of the
Workers States in alliance above all with
Latin America, Asia, Africa arid Latin America. This is the global sense of the process.
But what emerges, which gives a clear notion, an incontrovertible and categorical
notion O·f the elevation of the revolutionary
processes are the events in Ethiopia. It is
tilt! place. furthest away from civilisation. It
is a mixture of tribes and class, where the
Negus lives patriarchally, letting others die of
hunger and accumulating wealth himself.
It is a stagnant country, in which there is one
of the highest levels of illiteracy in the
world and it is the same with the rate of
mortality and it has one of the lowest levels
of. consumption in the world. There is a
complete general strike.
One cannot make a complete general
strike without the support of the whole
population. If the sentiment of the people
was against, if there was resistance, this
would discourage those that make the strike,
because those who go on strike are those
who are organised, who are part of the
economic apparatus, of the distributive ap-

paratus, of the transport apparatus. It was
almost a complete strike, because the populatio{l supports it. This shows a sentiment
of general protest in the populatton, a
sentiment of progress of the population.
In its turn the . population reflects the
pressure and the relationship of world forces
within Ethiopia. This teaches the masses of
Ethiopia a revolutionary political education,
without their ceasing to be semi-literate.
They are learning to measure the relation·
ship of forces and to be based on the world
forces of the revolution.
This strike indicates that when such a
social convulsion takes place, such a participation in a country that is so b?lckward,
among the most backward in history, as
is Ethiopia, it means that the whole of humanity is ready to struggle, ready to intervene.
This will have very great consequences in
the Communist Parties, in the Socialist
Parties, among the nationalists and the left
catholics. It is not simply one strike more,
but a communication with the world, an
expression of how the revolution succeeds
in influencing, even such a backward sector,
This will influence powerfully all the organisms of the working class, of the tr~e
unions, of the workers centres, of the
Communist and Socialist Parties, in the
Workers States, in Latin America, in Africa.
in Asia. Ethiopia is an expression of the
world elevation of the revolution, aQd will
communicate its decision to the rest of the
world. It is not one strike more or one
movement more. It is a country which goes
directly from fr... u"lalism and from the phases
preceding feidalism and incorporates itself
in the revolution showing, that to elevate
culture, the condi:tions of life, they must
make the revolution. The general strike is an
instrument of culture and of progress.
For the whole of Africa this will be a
source of education and an enormous influence. They will not see the general strike as
an element of a conquest of economic
demands, wage demands or conditions of
work, but as an instrument of a conquest of
work, but as an instrument of struggle for
progress, they are instruments of the workers
movement, of the struggle for socialism.
This incorporates directly the country which
is most backward into the permanent revolution. It is the most elevated form. It is not
the permanent revolution. It is an aspect and
a stage toward the permanent revolution.
This is how the masses feel it. The permanent revolution means to go directly from the
feudal level in which they find themselves,
to socialist measures. This does not mean the
revolution every day as the bourgeois journalists present it in a caricatural form. It
means that these receive in a concentrated
way, all the experience of humanity; the
development of the Workers States, the
struggle of the masses of Europe, of Africa,
of Asia, of Latin America, of Japan. They
receive it, in a concentrated way and they
live it.
They do not have the means to live or to
eat. They do not have culture, they are
illiterate, but they have the mind ready to see
the progress of humanity and the radio and
newspapers through those that read them,
communicate to them, the progress of humanity and incorporate them in it. The masses, through the radio. the newspapers. and
discussions with students and intellectuals,
with technicians, are in communication with
the world.
Together with this progress they have at
their side the guerrillas of Eritrea, Somalia
and South Yemen, who are elements of progress and stimulus. While they are confined
and submitted to the Negus, he has not been
able to smash or intimidate them. On the
contrary, the existence of Eritrea, of Somalia,
of South Yemen and the world process of
the revolution have encouraged them.
This will have very great repercussions in
the world communist movement. It will
stimulate leading communist sectors to see
that it is possible to go directly from a state
like this, to more elevated forms of the
struggle for socialism. It is not a problem of
the backwardness of the masses, they are not
backward. They do not know how to read
and they do not have enough to eat, but
socially they have the most advanced thought
and accept th most advanced forms of the
struggle. In this there is no aspiration for the
development of the private property of the
Negus. Hence they demand the distribution
of the land.
turn td page 4

Labour Party
continued from page 1

ruption in the North exposed by Milne
that shows quite clearly the degree of
implication of the Labour right wing
and apparatus in the most sordid scan·
dais of capitalist finance and corrupt·
ion. And even if there is nothing in
these present a/legations against Wii·
son, all this sector are on company
boards, they are amongst the exploiters,
they are structured into the capitalist
system. The Labour feft· has to seize
this opportunity to impose a democratic
and public discussion of the structure
and functioning of the Labour Party
that allows these things to go on. The
trade unions have to take up a position
against all this and discuss how the
masses themselves can weigh in the
Labour Party, transforming its structure
discussing the objectives and progr·
amme that have to determine the struct·
LKe and the process of creation of new
leaderships. This present conflict shQWS the depth of change necessary in
the Labour Party for it to be made an
instrument of revolutionary struggle of
the proletariat, a revolutionary workers
party based on the trade unions.
We appeal to all the Labour movement to discuss the struggle in Northern
Ireland to see what assistance can be
organised for the masses in their strug·
gle against the re.press/on of the army
and the police and for an anti-capitalist
solution to the chaos that is inflicted
by capitalism. Out with British troops
from Northern Ireland! For the unification
of the struggles of the Irish and English
masses!
The trade unions must intervene
as a ~ector of !he NUM leadership has
done m demandmg an end to imperialist
violence in Ireland and the withdrawal
of the troops. The policy of Wilson,
Or!"e and Rees expounded in parliament
this week has to be condemned, it does
not correspond to the needs or interests
of the Irish working class and on the
cont!ary, . it quite blatently continues
the 1mp~flalif t policy of intimidation.
The v_1c1ous arms searches' (which are
not s!mJ?I~ se~rches but house wrecking
- and mt1m1dat1on exercises on a street
by str~et _basis). this week show no
reduction in the intensity of repression
by the new government. It is likely
these seilrches were initiated by the
army. rather than the government, but
the govern'!1en~ goes along with all this.
The legal1sat1on of the political wing
of the Provisional IRA and the UVF is
a complete sham,
It is necessary to
pfo~ose a solution for Ireland on the
bas_1s of a common programme of economic development on the basis. of nationalisation;;, independent organisation
of the working class and fighting links
betwe!3n !he tra~e .unions and workers
organ1sa_t1~ns. Wt/son still supports the
bourgeo1s1e over Ireland and it is necessary to.finish with this po/icy once
and for all.
The struggle of the masses in
Northern Ireland is a factor favourable
to the organisation of the left in the
Labour Party because it is weakening
the force of British imperialism and
providing a basis of experience for al/
the Bri~ish, a'!d indeed the European
proletanat. Thts Is how the bourgeoisie
reacts. to threats from the working class
~hen tt can no longer contain them.This
is how .the civil war is being prepared.
But this struggle, which as comrade
1:'o~adas ;;ays is a Vietnam in Europe,
ts 11npellmg the crisis of growth in the
Laf?our Party and imposing a disintegration O! the coerc!ve apparatus of the
bourgeois state - m the police army
secret service in Ireland.
'
'
All the conditions exist for the
organisation of the left in the Labour
Party and trade unions, the mobilisations
of the masses and the anti-capitalist
sentiment of the petit bourgeoisie confirm it. In particular the National Union
of Students conference this past week
has a very great importance (as is analysed elsewhere in this issue of Red
Flag) and the relative failure of the anti·
Soviet intervention shows the maturity
of the student base: and at the same
time, the influence of the Workers States
that intervene against the capitalist system.
This world influence is a funda-

turn to back page

Imperialism has been forced to get out of
Panama. It is not only because of the struggle
waged by Torrijos, even though he has been
important and shows the progress of the revol·
utionary nationalist movement in Panama. It ·t is
effect of the world forces of the revolution which
support the Panamanian nationalists to throw
out the Yankees. In the past the Yankees sup·
ported themselves on the bourgeoisie which they
imposed on through arrogance and intimidation.
Today, nobody is intimidated anymore. On the
contrary, now inside the United States there are
demands that Nixon must glve way. A sector of
Yankee ipperialism is trying to act in such a
way as ta gain time with the Soviet Union and
the other Workers States. Imperialism has engendered a whole generation, a whole structure
of assassins whose only function is to kill. To
ki 11 without war; to assassinate, to ki 11 people
as in the case of the assassination of Kennedy.
This murder began this inclination of Yankee
imperialism in world imperialism.
The movement led by Torrijos supports
itself on the struggle of the Latin American
masses. Panama is very backward. There is an
enormous disproportion between its forces and
those of imperialism. So why is it that imperial·
ism doesn't dare attack it? Why is it that it negotiates with Panama? Why is it that Panama
feels it has such a force? Because it represents
the consciousness given to the world by the
Workers States, by the revolutionary masses;
the consciousness that it is necessary to change
history, to finish with oppression and submiss·
ion to imperialism and capitalism. In various
degrees the world advances in this sense. This
is the reason we salute the masses of Panama
and the nationalist movement led by Torrijos.
They express the will of the Latin American
masses to free themselves from imperialism and
among them the masses of Central America like
those of Honduras, who are the weakest socially,
because they do not count on any economic
force. It is an immense progress.
This progress is a product of the world
relationship of forces favourable to the revol·
ution. Imperialism wants to give way now in

J. Posadas
order to be able to concentrate its efforts and
forces into !he preparation of the final settlement
of accounts. The revolutionary comrades of Pa·
nama like Torrijos, of Peru like Velasco Alvar·
ado, of Ecuador, of Mexico, of Argentina must
understand that imperia \ism is not going to go
~way and it will not yield out of respect for the
wi II of these countries. It is going because it
is the least evil for itself, because it can no
Ianger resist the pressure exerted on it. And it
can no longer resist because 1n the United Sta·
!es the petit bourgeoisie, the workers, the mas·
ses are against the imperialist policy of their
government.
If imperialism could count on a much larger
base of support in the United States, it would
be much more audacious, much more decided,
even in confronting the Workers States, the Soviet
Union. But from now on it is necessary to take
into account the participation of the people of
the United States, who still intervene in an in·
direct way. There is no mass movement in the
United States but there are movements of opinion.
Watergate is an expression of this movement of
opinion of the workers, peasants, the petit bour·
geoisie and the students. The large strikes wh·
ich took place, with the participation of the
more prosperous petit bourgeoisie and of the
civil servants ·from the lowest to the highest
grades • show that it is a very large movement
of opinion. It is a movement which draws along
the whole petit bourgeoisie. It is necessary to
celebrate the victory of Panama in all thesections of the IV International. The Yankees have
been forced to go, not because they want to, but
because they have been thrown out. They do not
accept a struggle. It is necessary to repeat to
the revolutionary comrades of Panama, to Torr·
ijos and to the other leaders of the revolutionary
nationalist movement in Panama, that it is only
the world force of the revolution, and in partic·
ular the Workers States which has allowed Pan·
ama to expel the Yankees. Had the latter not
met the resistance and world struggle of the
masses they would have had their hands free to
maintain themselves in Panama. It is not a prob·
\em of economic interest or new plans. The

The uprising in Ethiopia .•
The distribution ot the land means the
revolutir,n. There are the most unimaginable
and inhuman forms of exploitation, thous·
ands a;i.j thousands of people. All these
people em:ouraged the coming of the strike
and the victory of the strike, who are nothing
but skin and bone. All this shows the level
of the relations of the world forces of the
revolution.
At the same time, this will be an enormous blow against China, because China
supported the Negus. It will have a very great
effect in giving an impulse to the development of the struggle in the Workers States
to carry forward the revolutionary policy,
and also in the capitalist countries. It will
influence the rest of the Workers States,
the Communist and Socialist Parties.
The soldiers and the guerrillas must appeal
for a united front with a programme of
democratic demands, distribution of the
land, democratic rights, discussions of the
population to overthrow the regime of Haile
Selassie and to constitute a revolutionary
democratic state which may progress toward
taking measures which tend to advance, 2s in
Somalia, as in South Yemen, towards their
establishment as a Workers State. All the
world workers movement must help, and
the guerrillas, the soldiers and the organisations of the masses must discuss to help to
achieve this objective.
We appeal to the trade unions, to the
Communist, Socialist, Left Radical Parties
in Europe and throughout the world, to the
nationalists, to make an appeal for support

of the masses in Ethiopia, appeals for solidar·
ity, and for a movement of demonstrations,
of strikes and stoppages in support of the
masses of Ethiopia, so that the masses of
Ethiopia feel that they have this support.
Even if they were not able to advance much
in the first moments, they can continue now
on points of support to continue this
struggle.
Imperialism supports Haile Selassie to
seek to crush the movement and to promote
a stratum of soldiers, of students seeking to
corrupt them, to attract them to elevate them
in their social function.
The masses, the students, the functionaries, the soldiers must feel that they have the
support of the masses of all the world. That
they have their concrete support, that they
can expect material, moral, political support
to continue this struggle to overthrow the
regime of the Negus and develop a modern
democratic state which can go toward a
Revolutionary State and a Workers State.
It is necessary to struggle for democratic
demands, the right to speak, freedom of
ideas, the functioning of political parties, of
trade unions rights, cultural democracy with
the right to develop the economy of the
country with the intervention through the
state. It is necessary to plan an economic
development for the benefit of the popula·
tion; the development of agriculture, of
industry, of the transformation of economic
relations with the rest of the world; a
centralised planning in which all the masses
can intervtne.

Yankees are forced to go and the people of Pan·
ama are throwing them out. This is going to have
immense repercussions in the whole of Central
A1,1erica. The most immediate result can already
be seen in the present events in Honduras and
Costa Rica.
We congratulate the Panamanian revolut·
ionaries, including Torrijos, for the very great
progress of the Latin American revolution, an
enormous progress in the struggle to eliminate
all forms of oppression, violence, confrontation,
aggression. To do this it is necessary to over·
throw capitalism and imperialism. We appeal at
the same time to the Torrijos government to plan
the economy, to aIlow the workers to intervene
and the students, with discussions and by the
formation of councils; that they intervene to give
their opinion, their judgement, for them to part·
icipate and control the economy, to prevent the
fo1 ma ti on of bureaucratic teams, bureaucratic
interests, which take the place of capitalism
and command like capitalism did before and so
prevent the objective development of the country.
Panama does not have an economy which can
compete with the rest of the countries of Latin
America and the world. Its economy is hardly
competitive on the world market. On the other
hand it can experience a great development on
condition that it diversifies agricultural prod·
uction and that it develops certain local indus·
tries of a communal type, as the Chinese did.
It is necessary to ask the he Ip of the Workers
States and to propose joint planning of the whole
of Central America; a plan of economic, indus·
trial and social development in which aII the
masses participate. It is necessary to progress
in this way to the greatest social and revolut·
ionary gains against imperialism.
It is necessary to base this progress on a
programme of anti-imperialist united front on a
Latin American scale, a united front of all the
workers centres, of all the workers parties ag·
ainst imperialism; for an anti-imperialist Latin
American and world united front, for the united
front of all the Workers States and for thll. uni!·
ication of all the Workers States.
J. POSADAS
7. 2. 74
It is necessary that all the Workers States,
that all the socialist countries intervene
giving their support to the masses. That all
the trade union centres of Europe, of Latin
America, of Africa give their support to the
struggle of the masses in Ethbpia so that
they make their weight felt, because this will
stimulate the currents who want changes and
a revolutionary democratic development because they feel the world support and are
stimulated to advance, to overthrow the
feudal regime. It is necessary to make also
an appeal for the intervention of the population for a later agreement with South Yemen,
Somalia etc.
The relation of forces in Ethiopia is unfavourable to the masses, to changes, be·
cause there is a clique that governs. But on
a world wide scale, it is favourable. This
weighs and stimulates the thought, the
decision, the longing of the masses, of the
intellectuals, of the students, peasants, workers to stimulate progress. Progress must come
on the basis of measures which overthrow
the capitalist system. It is the boomerang of
Chile that continues to function. Through·
out the world process, for example, in the
processes of the general strikes I ike that of
the British miners who have just defeated the
Conservatives. It is a world process which
favours the masses. The immediate effect
of the drought which had assassinuted hundreds of thousands of people, without this
meaning anything to Haile Selassie whohas
massacred and repressed the masses more
and more, has not intimidated the masses.
The masses did not allow themselves to be
intimidated or frightened but they continue
and go forward with their demands. It is an
irreversible process. A process of progress
which imperialism does not have the capacity to contain.
J. Posadas -

*the Kin9 of Abyssinia.

Jhe significance of the uprising ill Ethiopia: the general strike as an element of culture and progress

raising the level of political discussion. Capil·
alism has no ideas and, as it has no social auth·
ority now either, it is doubly in torment and
moves in terror of dangerous thoughts. It is in
the sphere of ideas that the students can weigh
most of alL But to do this requires clarity, the
clarity of marxism, not the blindness of putschism
or the roulinism of conciliation.
T)le present struggles over grants and
accommodation have to be linked with an intervention towards the left in the Labour Party and
towards the struggles in the factories, not just
on the level of agitational leaflets but posing
the programme of r.ationalisations and workers
control, students wages to rise with the cost of
living, full support to the anti-imperialist struggles throughout the world, withdrawal of British
troops from Northern Ireland, action committees
in the workers areas etc. We appeal for more
political life in the universities, Polytechnics,
colleges, a profounder study of marxism with
student elections contested on a rea I programme
and policy. The whole structure of capitalist
education has to be subjected to a consistent
criticism, and courses proposed to link the
students with the problems of their regions, and
to relate all this to a workers plan of production.
This student conference has shown with even
greater clarity than before, that the only sol·
ution for the faction fights and the necessity to
answer to the profoundly anti-capitalist spirit
of the students, is the serious study of marxism,
particularly the articles of Posadas, a greater
fusion with the forces of the left in the Labour
Party and a profounder internal life in the NUS
itself, so that a deeper discussion of ideas and
policy is allied to a real internal democracy with
all delegates and officia Is open to immediate
recall.

J. POSADAS
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On the General
Elections
in Belgium
The progress of the Socialist Party in the
elections is very important, even if nationally
there was a certain retreat in the number of votes.
Al the same time there was a retreat in the Feder·
alist parties, RW, FDF and Volksunie. The bourg·
eoisie voted fOI the PSC-CVP. There is a greater
and greater polarisation of forces between the
capitalist system and the masses. It is not only·
the population of Belgium that voted in the elec·
lions, it is also the miners strike in Britain, the
general strike in Italy, the strikes in Germany,
the Union Populaire in France.
It is all this which has impelled the work·
ing class to vote in a centralised. way for the
Belgian Socialist Party and to attract part of
the petit bourgeoisie which has broken from the
federalist parties. It is a vote to make the Bel·
gian Socialist Party change! It is a vote to strengthen the turn to the left which can be seen in the
Socialist movement and to make these changes
irreversible.
Our party salutes the progress of the soc·
ialists with a very great joy and it is in this
light that we measure the significance of the
648 votes the workers vanguard in Charleroi
gave for trotskyism. The vanguard who had voted
for the POR (I) in 1971 and this time voted for
the Socialist Party wanted to use this vote to

Labour Party
mental point of support in Pach country.
It is necessary to take account of this
sentiment of the petit bourgeoisie that
is attracted by the proletariat in its
strikes and mobilisations and which
can be gained to the anti-capitalist
programme. This requires a deeper dis·
cuss/on led by the left in the Labour
Party.
·This discussion has to answer
the continuing economic crisis. The
government have not made sufficient
concessions to the working class in
terms of overall economic strategy· they
have , on the contrary, undertaken fo
delay any question of nationalisation
for as long as possible; discussions of
a 'growth economy' that will provide
full employment and expanding produc·
tion are an abstraction in these circum·
stances. It is necessary to plan production on the basis of nationalised pro·
perty or there is no economic progress.
The recent bankruptcies in the London
stock exchange show the insecurity of
finance capital, its distrust of this
government (which is mirrored by the
low level of economic activity, invest·
ment, reinvestment,.in general) and the
perspective of recession, unemploy·
ment and continued stagnation. Nation·
alisation, workers control, centralis·
ation of the economy will give a sol·
ution, capitalism will not. But these
demands, apart from an elevation of the
Labour left, the organic forms for the
intervention of the masses - factory
committees, action committees etc. as
a basis of democratic discussion in
order to weigh in the class organis,ms,
and as organisms to impose the will of
the working class and exploited masses
in ~pposition to the bourgeois appar·
atus of the state. It is necessary to be
based on this perspective in the org·
anisation of the left.
7. 4. 74.

impel profound changes in the Socialist Party
to impel the organisation of the revolutionary
left in the Socialist Party. They are trotskyist
votes that are being incorporated in the interior
struggle in the Socialist Party to construct a
left leadership with an anti-capitalist programme.
At the same time a firm and solid sector of the
workers vanguard maintains its electora I support
for our party because it feels the necessity of
affirming the revolutionary programme, policy and
continuity, to give greater confidence to the
socialist, communist and trade union left.
It is necessary to take the elections in
Belgium as an important progress of the left and
begin from here lo struggle for the left united
front based on the anti-capitalist programme.
The crisis of capitalism is going to be continua \ly aggravated after the elections.
We appeal to the militant base of the Soc·
ialist Party, trade unions and Communist Party
to intervene. As the workers vanguard has inter·
vened to organise the vote for the Socialist Party
we appeal to ii to intervene now to impel the
left united front, making everyone participate
in the discussion! We appeal for the reorganias·
left united front, making everJ:one participate
in the discussion! We appeal for the reorganis·
ation of the free assemblies where everyone can
intervene, the young and old, workers and house·
wives. It is their intervention that is going to
overcome the Jeck of preoccupation, lack of
interest of the socialist, trade union and com·
munist leaderships and make the united front
really progress!
We appeal to the socialist left to organise
united front discussions, assemblies, debates
to lliscuss the situation. We appeal for the con·
vocation· of the workersassembly of the workers
parties and trade unions to discuss this nec·
essity of impelling the left united front now,
and the anti-capitalist programme to go to the
left government.
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The property speculation accusations
shouv the need to change the
present structure of the Labour Party
The crisis of European capitalism and the Common Market is a result of the
progress of the revolution and above all of the continuous, uni11terrupted mobilis·
ations of the working class that constantly undermine any semblance of stability
still remaining to capitalism and Intensify the total, economic, social and political
crisis of the capitalist system. The enormous progress of the Workes States and the
revolution in the world, together with the continual process of crisis of capitalism
provide the background and world context for the advancing struggle of the working
class in this country to weigh in the organisation of the left in the Labour Patty
and trade unions.
This left has to be organised to
and Edgar Faure standing against one
advance in the programme and policy
another as well as other possible bourto find a solution to the crisis of cap·
geois candidates and the communist·
italism in the expropriation of the cap·
socialist candidate. French capitalism
italist system. It is necessary to be
will be unable to maintain a parliambased on the world experience of the
entary electoral perspective for very
revolution.
long in such conditions. The strikes
The crisis of European capitalism
of key proletarian sectors like the St·
is very great and intensified by the
Nazaire dockers and miners in Lorraine
·
·h h
d
together with more and more extensive
antagonism wit t e nite
tates, wh~
sectors of the petit bourgeoisie on str·
ich is expressed as a trade war and a
diplomatic confrontation between Jobert
ike in the banks and stock exchange
and Nixon, rather than as a real military
are a factor of the crisis and weigh in
war, only because of their mutual fear
the progress of.the left in the commun·
of the Soviet Union and the revolution.
ist and socialist parties who have adTheir common interest in avoiding a
vanced the common programme which,
deeper confrontation that would favour
a~th~ugh _limited, is anti·c_apitalist.
the lflorkinrrclass, in no way diminishes.·"·-·- Similarly m the Ge!man Social Democthe sharp inter capitalist competition
ratlc Party the tensions between Brandt
existing between them. In France in
and the /~ft become. more and more open
particular the bourgeois crisis is going
and public as he tnes to blame the left
to be accelerated by Pompldou's death
for the most recent electo!al setbacks
because all the disintegration, disunity
t~e SDP has faced, when m fact these
and pessimism of the French bourgeois·
have occurred only where the loc_al app~
ie is going to allow them no perspective
aratus of the sp_P has a part1c;ularly
of concerted action against the Unio
entre1!ched pos1t10.n as . a ~a~t1on_ ~f
p
.
.
n
reaction. Now the nght wing 1s m crts1s
opu1a" and the. strtke movement of the
and the left in the Socialist Party, the
f re[lch proletar1"!t· Already the UDR
socialist youth and the trade
.
1s m complete disarray over the presf"nd"
•
u_nion,s
1
idential elections with Chaban-De/ as
are
mg organic f?n~s of unity m
m
struggle for the soc1al1st policy and

u·

s

N.U.S. CDNflRINCE IMPHASISIS THE NIED
f OR A LEADERSHIP WHICH CURRISPDNDS
TD THI MILITANCY Of THI STUDENTS
The conference of the NUS, conlused and
chaotic as it was in some respects, has demon·
strated very sharply the gap between the profound
combativity of the students and the lack of an
adequate leadership, This advance in combativity
is based on the general assimilation of the world
advance of the socialist revolution, the advance
of partial regeneration of the Workers States and
the general disintegration of world capitalism.
The total crisis of British imperialism can only
promote the growing understanding among slu·
dents that capitalism as a system has to be
superseded. The victory of the miners, the entry
into government of the Labour Party, the mani·
fest justice of the struggle of the masses to be
free of exploitation and the brainless functioning
of the capitalist system, the exposure of Water·
gate and the Littlejohn affair, constantly slim·
ulate a discussion and searching among students
for a socialist solution and a searching for \he
lactic and programme lo achieve this.
The combativity of the students • which
rests fundamentally on the influence of the com·
bativity and the decision of the working class •
was shown in several resolutions at the confer·
ence. The vice-president was criticised and in
this clearly the whole inadequate student lead·
ership, for lack of decision in the conduct of the
grants campaign. A resolution was passed com·
plelely rejecting bourgeois liberal conceptions
of free speech for everyone and making it clear

that meetings of the bourgeois right were to be
smashed in the universities. The executive
resolution on Soviet dissidents was referred
back. In all this the efforts of the right to push
the students union into making a centre of anti·
Sovietism and support for Solzhenitsyn failed.
None of the existing leaderships act as the
channel to centralise the student sectors and
make them a real political influence in the work·
ers vanguard and in the construction of the leH
in the Labour Party. The left groups show mil ii·
ancy but give no perspective to the process. The
Broad Left does not express the force of the
student movement. None of them provide the
political perspective and stability to centralise
and guide the students. Hence the apparent
fragmentation and disorder in the elections.
The growing militancy of the students under the
impact of the intervention of the workers does
not find the programme, policy and decision to
correspond to it.
The attempts by the bourgeoisie to in·
tensify a policy of intimidation which they dare
not try at this moment against the working class against students has been shown in the brutal
interventions in Oxford and Essex universities,
arresting and suspending students wholesale.
Capita Iism fears the students sectors, not because of their social weight, but because they
can act as an influence on the workers movement
from the point of view o( discussing ideas and
turn to back page

l

programme.
This process can be seen in this
country as the strikes, mobilisations,
occupations and discussions of the work·
ing class constrain and limit the leaderships ·room for manoeuvre. The right
wing in the Labour movement concede
quite a lot to the trade unions by their
proposed industrial legislation that allows obstruction of the highway for as
long as is necessary to let pickets ex·
plain the situation to drivers or people
wanting to enter work. This is new, it
does not favour capitalism.
But it is very significant that the
TUC says that these proposed laws are
inadequate and they want more legal
rights for unions in dispute as well as
the immediate repeal of the Industrial
Relations Act. Even with the monstrous
apparatus there is in the British trade
unions the top leadership is not In a
position to make a great compromise on
this point. This shows the pressure the
trade union base is managing to exert,
and consequently it shows the enormous
limitation of the measures this government is prepared to take compared to
the wi II of the working class. It is is·
olated from the mass of the Labour
Party - even the NEC of the Labour
Party comes into pretty severe conflict
with it over the attitude to the Clay
Cross Labour councillors, because the
government will not apply the Labour
Party conference decision to reverse
the fines made against them under the
Housing Finance Act. And these coun·
cillors, who have served as a focal
centre of opposition to the right in the
Labour Party • refuse to be reimbursed
frc~m Labour Party funds, saying in effect that they 'don't want charity but
the struggle against the capitalist system'. This is a partial expression of
the left which exists in the Labour
Party and that is already quite strong
but which is lacking in,organisation
and consistent pol icy and programme.
Although this right wing team in the
government has made certain limited
concessions to the working class it is
incapable of changing its essentially
bourgeois character as one of imperialism's last resources in the defence of
the capitalist system.
In this sense the press campaign
against Wilson launched by a sector of
the bourgeoisie is an extremely profound and conclusive confirmation of the
debacle of the capitalist system. Where·
as in the past they would have discredited a shaky social democratic
government by linking it with communism and the Si:wfet Union - now they
try to discredit this government by lilik·
ing it with capitalism! The allegations
of 'land speculation' being made ag·
ainst Wilson and his secretary etc. are
a means of attack on the Labour gov·
ernment which the bourgeoisie sees is
under pressure from the working class
and in which it has little confidence
as a prop of the capitalist system. But
the working class is going to want to
discuss these accusations. There is
already the Poulson affair and the cor-

tum to page 3
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ON THE REFERENDUM ON DIVORCE IN ITALY
AND THE CRISIS OF THE ITALIAN BOURGEOISIE
The crisis developing in Italy is an integral
part of the process that is taking part in the
whole of Europe. The crisis produced.by the
withdrawal of the small Republican Party
from the 'centre left' coalition of Christian
Democrats, Socialists, Social Democrats and
Republicans had the objective of opening
the door to measures of repression against
the masses, without confronting them directly, by repressing their democratic rights.
At the same time the loan that was being
negotiated by the Bank of Italy with the
International Monetary Fund was going to
be used to develop a policy of deflation, of
factory closures, of rising prices and credit
restrictions. But the reaction of the Trade
Unions showed that they weren't prepared
to stand for it; the one day general strike
of February 27th went much further than
the perspectives and calculations made by
the leaders of the Trade Unions and the
workers parties. It was a complete stoppage.
Everybody participated in it. This strike
had been prepared by the strike of police
and civil servants in Germany and by the
miners strike in Britain. The decision with
which the working class moved, showed
that the masses took the Trade Union
strike as a means of exercising a political
pressure and of impelling the workers parties and the catholic left. This was the
meaning of the strike, the same as the
strikes in Britain, Germany and all the
"ther mobilisations in Italy.

In this situation the ruling class needs to
prepare a solution, to rally its forces to
confront the masses, but in reality the
contrary is happening: its forces are being
divided and the base of the Christian Democracy, a mass of petit bourgeoisie, peasants
and workers, a traditional social base of
support for capitalism, is intervening actively ir:i'all the anti-capitalist struggles. In order
to break this unity of the masses a sector of
capitalism and the church have given active
support to the campaign for a referendum for
the abrogation of the divorce laws. We
publish here some extracts from a resolution
and article published on 'Lotta Operaia'
organ of our Italian section.
'Our party calls to vote against the abrogation of divorce, as part of the struggle
for the respect and the extension of democratic rights and to defeat the reactionary
attempt expressed through the referendum.
It is necessary to vote NO in the referendum
and at the same time to continue to deepen
the anti-capitalist struggle, to extend the
united front activity of the masses to impose
all the demands of the workers movement
and the exploited population.
The reactionary sectors of the bourgeoisie
that have imposed the referendum have the
objective, among others, to divide the united
front that exists-and that has been strengthened on the basis of the anticapitalist
struggle and that therefore cannot be broken
-whatever the electoral result-between soc-

Women must be part of the leadership of
all the organisms of the workers movement

J. POSADAS

(INTERVENTION IN THE CONFERENCE AND CADRE SCHOOL OF THE TROTSKYIST PARTY> ARGENTINIAN SECTION OF THE POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL
JANUARY (1966).

It is necessary to include in the revolutionary struggle, in th7 trade unio~ functioning, t~e
right of women to intervene and be a part of the trade umon leadership. Together w~th
this need, to organise the struggle for women's trade unions dema~ds; for better wor"l?ng
conditions, for 3 days rest a month during the period of menstruation, rest for matermtybefore and after-and equal pay for equal work.
In general, the leaderships do not allow the free intervention of women. For.example
in Italy, despite the fact that the woekers movement is an advanced, one woman mten1ene
very little, and even less in the trade union leadership. They do not let them, they
intimidate them.
.
.
Women must be included in the trade union leadership proportionally to their weight
in industry. Not as a particular concession to women, but as par! of th7 wor~er's movement, in which they have particular demands which are not taken m consideratwn. Moreover, they work the same amount and earn less than men. Women have specific natural
conditions and specific demands which are not taken in consideration. They have a
weight and the will to struggle, which is not registered in the struggle. For this reason,
and for their social weight in the respective areas of work, they must be included in the
the leadership. Why do not the trade union militants and leaders take into account the
weight of women? They do weigh and very often they are more d~r:isive in the struggl~
than the men. The unification of women, in their fields of work, is done through their
leading and militant participation. 'Cultured men', 'those who cultivate culture', 'f!roclaim the liberation of women. And they think that this liberation can be obtained
in•the moment in which the state gives them their liberty. This is false. The liberation
of the woman takes place when she can act without feeling terrorised and subjected to
either the capitalist state, marriage or her husband. Only then she is free. The liberation
of women begins in the trade unions. The party extends this because it makes them feel
in a position of equality to think, lead, decide, accept, reject, suggest, create. Freedom
for women is their demand to be equal with the same n'ghts, the same capacity of action,
of creation and of leadership as the man has. No capitalist state can give tllis. Because
even if formally in the statute books, freedom for women exists, under capitalism they
feel to be inhibited, suppressed.
In the capitalist state, there will never be equal economic conditions for both men
and women. Not because of the economic dependence, Inevitably women must be
concerned with the children. This puts them in a position of inferiority. When women
militate in a trade union, they feel free and tend to act as such. They feel free to speak,
suggest, think. But liberty of the woman must not exist only in the trade unions, but also
in the house with the proletarian mother. Capitalism impedes this, women can feel free
only in socialism. Their liberation begins in the Workers State, because it allows the proletarian mother to intervene in all problems, without being submitted to having to take
care of her children. The Workers State creates the material condition~ to allow this, .in
such a way so that looking after the children, washing clothes, cooking, are collectzve
tasks that others carry out. Then the proletarian mother has time to intervene. She does
not develop any more as of children, nor as a machine which cleans children's clothes, n?r
is she subjected to permanent concern for the life of the children. Then she develops with
a sentiment of equality. It is necessary to impose conditions fn the trade unions which
allow women to exercise their rights. It is a necessity for the workers movement, it is a
utilisation of all the forces. Women must lead in the trade unions, as the men do. They
must be listened to, and have the same possibilities to discuss, oppose, propose, have the
same rights as men. Moreover, it is necessary to struggle to propose proportional representation of women. To condemn, and throw out of the trade unions all those who treat
arrogantly, those who treat them as an object, or who try to corrupt those women who
intervene in the struggle of the workers movement. This full intervention of the woman
fs an important part of the struggle for the demands of trade union functioning.

ialist communist and catholic masses. This
must be defeated by voting NO
and with the progress towards a workers
alternative, a le.ft alternative to the present
crisis of the regime: a left government of
PCI, PSI, left catholics based on the trade
unions'.
'Women-in the world and in Italy-are
not the backward part of society, they no
longer are under the influence of the priest
or of religious prejudices. Even women who
are still catholic participate in the trade
union struggles of their husbands, brothers,
fathers, sons or those of their own category
when they have been able to get out of the
restrictions of domestic Iife and have been
able to obtain work in production. For this
reason large sectors of the catholic movement, including bishops, such as the one of
Bolzano-Bressanone, have made declarations
in favour of the freedom for the individual
to decide according to its conscience in the
referendum, which in fact is a support for
the NO to the abolition of divorce. We must
base the mobilisation to defeat the reactionary manoeuvre of the referendum on these
conditions, to mobilise large sectors of
women workers, peasants, students, housewives that are not mobilised very often, in
order to obtain an objective that goes
further than the immediate demand, to obtain a stable progress, in all the Italian
workers movement through the full, active
leading incorporation of the enormous energies and capacity of the mass of women in
the struggle for power and socialism.'
'The best way to attract the mass of
women to the anti-capitalist struggle is the
organisation of the struggle for a revolutionary programme, showing concretely that it
is necessary to overthrow the capitalist
system, to prepare the conditions for the
struggle for socialism, as the mass of women
feel that their problems can only be solved
by a radical change of society, and that
therefore the decision to fight for such a
complete change can gain them to a much
deeper political and trade union militancy',
'At the same time it is necessary to.
develt>p a political, cultural and revolutionary activity to elevate the level of trade unionpolitical militancy of women, based on a
scientific and therefore marxist vision of the
problem. It is necessary not to make any
concessions to the mentality, the limitations,
the divisions that capitalism makes of the
so-called problems of women; newspapers
or magazines like 'We Women' (A magazine
for women of the Italian Communist Party)
that speaks of fashion and other problems
in a way which is not very different from
the bourgeois women's magazines, and that
at the most can win a few electoral votes
for women, but that do not contribute to
elevate the scientific understanding of their
problems. They leave women as separate
from the general struggle of the working
class. The same role is played by the
Women's Lib group even if in a different
way, because they speak of oppression by
'man' on women without making any class
distinction, without posing the real class
oppression by capitalism on the proletariat,
from which women workers suffer in a
sharper way than their 'male' class comrades'.
'All the statements by large catholic
sectors against the voting 'YES' in the
referendum are a symptom of the conditions which exist, for breaking the Christian
Democracy and forming a Left Catholic
Party. They do not express the personal
opinions of this or the other leaders. They
answer a situation in which many of these
leaders would lose all their authority over
sectors of catholic workers if they showed
themselves to be accomplices to this reactionary manoeuvre. They also show that
the decisive element that is missing in
order to obtain this objective, is an active
initiative of the workers movement and in
' particular, of the Communist Party. Communist women can and must play a fundamental role in this activity, this is the best
way to secure the immediate objective of
the defeat of reactionary forces in the
•eferendum'.
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to discuss the elevation of the programme
of the Labour Party and its implementation,
to problems of the 'Common Market', the
intervention towards Chile, the means to
raise the living standards of all the masses
in the British Isles to develop the economy
on the basis of a programme of nationalisations under workers control and without
compensations. The intervention of the whole
population in mass meetings and the construction of organisms, of Factory Committees and Committees of the Workers
Areas.
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Union, to triumph over capitalism in France. It is
the guarantee, the basis to be able to develop a
policy that can develop the economy and confrpnt
capitalism, and end up overthrowing ii. It is nee·
essarytomake an appeal to th~ European and world
proletariat to support this candidate.
The elections in France coincide with the
elections in Italy over the referendum. They are a
proof that capitalism is acting and developing - on
the one hand on the manouevre of Pompidou'a death
and in lta ly through the direct preparation of Italian
capitalism - to try to create the conditions to be
able to unify and centralise the forces of capital·
ism, under the control of high finance, lo try to
confront the proletariat, to contain the conquests
and the progress of the proletariat, to contain the
development of the comumnist, socialist and left
Radical Parties, and to try to create the conditions
for a repression, a general process of reaction
against the proletariat. This is the intention of the
bourgeoisie.
All the actions of the proletariat, all the
struggles of the masses go in the opposite dire ct·
ion. All the mobilisations in France and throughout
Europe are mobilisations of unification, from the
children in the colleges, to the pupils, to the univ·
ersity students; and the peasants too, including
the middle peasants, who mobilise against capitaIism because it cannot resolve the problem of
prices and their income from production. The poor
and middle peasants are united and unify themse Ives
with the struggles of the proletariat; the same with
the petit bourgeoisie throughout Europe. There is
a whole progress of the unification of the struggles
with the proletariat. The small electoral defeats of
the socia I democrats in Germany have no fundam·
ental importance, because they are areconstitution
or reorganisation within the Socialist and Social
Democratic Parties. The right wings go away to
support the Libera Is or Social Christians. But on
the other hand there is a much more solid support
from the left. This means a reorganisation within
the socialist movement. This is the significance of
the reduction of votes for the socialists in Germany.
This process in France shows that the Popular Union has to be supported. The proletariat of
the whole of Europe has to be appealed to, for it
to support the Popular Union and ~upport the 'No'
to the abrogation of the divorce laws in Italy and
to make a united front. It is necessary to use these
circumstances to make a united front throughout
Europe with a common programme, for a common
united front of all the Parties of the left with the
trade unions to confront the capitalist system, to
confront the efforts of Yankee imperialism and European capitalism lo recover the gains won by the
proletariat, and to put forward governments and
programmes in the service of the masses; that put
aII the achievements of science and technology at
the service of the masses.Ta do this, a government
of the left is necessary, which advances toward
much more advanced solutions to finish with the
capitalist system. So it is necessary to intervene
in the trade unions, in the workers areas, in the
factories to prepare for the electoral triumph and
to prepare to sustain at all costs the electoral victories of the Popular Uni on in Franee.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME
to the role and importance of the Socialist
The process of the crisis within the Labour
countries (Workers State), and in this, he
Party which expresses itself in an open
represents a whole sector of the Labour
class between the pro and anti-capitalist
forces is the way in which the total crisis
Party which is attracted by the advancesand the obvious superiority-of the Workers
of capitalism develops in this country. On a
States and seeks to support itself on the
world scale, the wholesale decomposition
Workers States. This is also stimulated by a
of the capitalist system is itself expressed in
direct intervention of the Soviet Union tothe continuing saga of 'Watergate', with
wards the Labour Party and the trade unions.
Nixon suffering yet another blow from the
defeat of the Republican Party in the
This means that the struggle already develMichigan elections in particular. In France,
ops to break the centre and the left of the
Labour Party away from the bourgeois
the forces of the bourgeoisie are in comright, away from the whole integration of
plete disarray following the death of Pompidou, with an absolute unity of the forces
the Labour Party in the structure of the
of the workers movement centralised in the
bourgeois system. This is a necessary stage
Popular Unity. At the same time, the crisis
in the advance of the Labour Party, to beof the Israeli government remains unsolved.
Imperialism and the world bourgeoisie can
stabilise nothing and suffer defeat after
defeat at the hands of the masses. Syriawith the full support of the Soviet Unionintensifies its struggle against Israeli imperialism and the Japanese workers win c_omplete
victory in their General Election.
It is in this light that we have to see the
.
struggle in the Labour Party over the sendThe Lennon case and his assassination have
~··"~ ing 9f.warsbips 1;o 1'1&c .t;hiJean J1,1,n1;a. Th!L., .• , focused. attention on. the. functioning of
·
bourgeois leadership of the Labour Party
the spy and assassin networks of British
imperialism. This case, following very rapidhas not found the strength to. take any sanely the Littlejohn affair, has thrown a powertions against E Hefter and in contrast, Heffer
tias received the support of widening layers
ful beam on the methods of imperialism;
of the Labour Party. Mikardo, as Chairman
murder, robbery, provocation, frameup; the
decomposition of capitalism is accompanied
of the Parliamentary Labour Party, has called a meeting of protest which already has
by the ferocity of its efforts to survive and
the support of a hundred Labour MPs. At
the speed with which one scandal follows
the same time, the Secretary of the Labour
another. The Watergate case in the USA is
Party, R Hayward, denounces the actions
symbolic of the total crisis of the capitalist
social order: corruption, ineptitude, and
of the Labour government at the Conferthe complete debacle of any authority in
ence of the Scottish TUC (STUCJ. Ron Hayward intervenes with the full support of the
face of the petit bourgeoisie. At the same
delegates to insist on the implementation of
time, the outcrop of these scandals is part of
the resolutions of the Labour Party Conthe massive internal struggle in the heart of
ference by the Labour government. It was a
the bourgeoisie. The Lambton and Poulson
cases have the effect of discrediting gentlewarning to the Parliamentary Labour Party,
that the struggle for the Labour Party promen of the bourgeoisie associated with
gramme is intensifying, the struggle to apply
Parliamentary politics, and with the conthe anticapitalist programme. In this interventional functioning of capitalism. The
vention Hayward sought the support of the
Littlejohn and Lennon cases are part of the
trade unions. This is the significance of the
discrediting of these who are linked with
statement in which he reminded delegates
the most coercive organs of the bourgeoisie.
that the Labour Party was the creation ofIn practice, throughout the world, a struggle
and based on-the trade unions, and he tries
exists in the bourgeoisie between those
to base himself on the trade unions. Through
sectors who want to proceed rapidly to the
the trade unions, he tries to base himself on
development of wholesale repression and
the workers vanguard as a point of support
those who resist this because they live
against the right in the Labour Party.
in fear of the reaction of the masses and the
The struggle over Chile is an aspect of
discrediting of their authority before the
the crisis of capitalism and the preparation
petit bourgeoisie.
of the war which is worked out in the
Yankee imperialism is deeply involved
Labour Pariy. This is expressed in another
on a world scale through operations of
the CIA, with encouraging kidnappings, exway by the contrast between the demand of
the President of the STUC for a cut in the
plosions, and assassinations, using links with
arms bill of £1,000 million and the stateme•t
a variety of protesters and guerrilla groups to
of Judd (Navy Minister), that there should
impel right wing forces to encourage military
be no cut in the arms expenditure by the
coups, and repressive measures against the
Labour government because 'we have to face
masses. Indeed, the direct intervention of
the threat of Russia's imperialism and the
the CIA in this country against the Trade
Brezhnev doctrine'. As Comrade Posadas
Unions and its preparation for an intervenanalyses in the document on the death of
tion against the Labour left and the Labour
government as it advances, is already public
Pompidou published in this issue of Red
Flag, the intervention of the bourgeois
knowledge. British imperialism is, after all,
leadership of the Labour Party in the Comthe closest ally of Yankee imperi'alism in
man Market is the intervention of Yankee
this stage of the decomposition of world
imperialism to put a pressure on the Eurocapitalism. Not a very strong ally, but still
pean bourgeoisie, to try to unify them
the closest to Yankee imperialism. The spate
under the leadership of Yankee imperialism
of bombings in Britain recently is part of
in pr.eparation for the war. Ron Hayward
the same pattern-to develop an atmosphere
to stimulate a coup and measures of represalso made reference-not for the first time-

come an instrument for the taking of
power and it is in this process that the
trade unions, the Labour left, the Communist Party militants and the 'Leftist'
groups have to intervene.
The eonference of the STUC, expressed
in other aspects, the struggle in the Labour
Party for the implementation by the Labour
government of the programme of the Labour
Party Conference. At the centre of th is was
the question of the 'Social Compact'. When
a delegate says that the 'Social Compact' for
him includes the whole programme of nationalisations, and when the Conference completely rejects the idea of 'wage restraints' it
means a rejection of the impression created

by the bourgeois leadership of the Labour
Party, and a sector of the trooe union
bureaucracy, that the 'Social Compact' is an
agreement between the trade unions and
the bourgeoisie for the working class to pay
for the crisis of capital ism. The delegates at
the STUC confirmed that the 'Compact' is
an agreement between the trade unions anq
the Labour government on a programmelimited perhaps-of social measures to raise
the living standard of the working population.
This process is not generated within the
Labour Party or the apparatus of the Unions
it comes from the world process of the revolution and from the constant intervention
of the working class in this country. The
whole discussion over the warships was the
result of the decision by sectors of the
working class-by the Shipbuilders and the
Aircraft workers at Rolls Royce-to 'black'
military supplies to Chile. It has been
sustained by the direct intervention of the
dockers in Liverpool, who passed a resolu-
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s.lon aga.inst the workers movement.
The Lennon case concerns, apparently,
an informer linked with the I RA but there
are a whole host of informers whose activities are directed to the Unions, the left in
the Labour Party and the various revolutionary groups. The people who use them, will
use the same methods of frameup and provocation against the revolutionary left in
industry. Hence, it is important that the left
in the Labour Party and the Unions make a
powerful intervention on this case, because
the Special Branch is a weapon of the class
interests of the bourgeoisie. It is simply a
special sector of the coercive apparatus of
the bourgeoisie as a whole, but an attack on
it has to be linked with a fundamental discussion of what is the future course of the
process in this country, how can the masses
best prepare to face a coup launched by the
army, what measures can be taken to weaken
the structure of the bourgeois repressive
apparatus?
In the first place, in relation to the
Lennon case, it is not enough to have
merely a secret Home Office enquiry, ie the
police investigating themselves. The Labour
Party and the Trade Unions have to intervene on this issue and campaign about it.
They must intervene towards the Labour
government-part of the struggle with the
right pro-bourgeois sectors in the Labour
Party-demanding a commission composed
of representatives of the Labour Party and
the trade unions to investigate the running
of the Special Branch, expose its structure,
and demand its dissolution. The intervention of Ivor Clemitson denouncing the
'enquiry' shows that a basis for this already
exists in the Labour Party. Such a c• rnmission should make a series of reports to the
local Labour Parties, trade union branches,
Shop Steward Committees. Trades Councils
etc, and to the factories and the workers
areas. This would allow a discussion on the
structure of the capitalist state and of its
fundamentally repressive nature. Chile, has
already shown that the bourgeoisie will not
allow parliament to be used for the benefit
of the masses and that it wi II react with
violence to measures which
damage t:ie
structure of capitalism. Immediately after

the coup, these conclusions were drawn in
the Labour Party by leaders like Jidith Hart
it is necessary to retake these conclusions
now, that the only way to confront repression from the capitalist system is to prepare
the organs of dual power-factory committees, committees of the workers are;zs. At the
same time, to discuss the necessity for a
whole activity towards the army, struggling
for trade union rights in the army and
police and the necessity for political meetings of the police colleges and army barracks.
Clearly, such a commission at this stage
could only make limited headway in the
smashing of this particular apparatus or even
in gaining much information because every
effort would be made to sabotage the whole
iilvestigation and there are plenty of opportunities for this, but it is a question of using
this case to develop a political campaign
against the bunch of assassins and provocateurs who operate against not just the I RA
but the whole labour movement and the
repressive strategy of capitalism. All the
organs of bourgeois opinion will be in uproar.
Good, it presents an excellent opportunity
to publicise all the activities of the coercive
state apparatus. All the bourgeois forces of
coercion are in a state of decomposition.
The American army was totally demoralised
in Vietnam. And the British army is becoming increasingly demoralised by the war in
f\J Ireland. A campaign of e)\posure and
discussion allied with propa~anda on this
issue and on the SAS issue (murder armv
squads in N lrelandl, directed to the army,
would weaken extensively the capacity of
capitalism; the structure of the forces of
repression cannot be changed. But sectors
can be won to the revolution. The Labour
Left must make fu II use of the opportunities
now showing in the British and Irish police
and army-discussing the strike of the fingerprints department for example-to demoralise the repressive organs of the capitalist
system attract those sectors who can be won
over to the workers movement, and prepare
the way for the mass mobilisations which
will be necessary to implement the programme of nationalisation under workers
control, and confront and smash the bourgeois state apparatus.

--------~----

The death of Pompidou unleashes and
develops a previously contained crisis of capitalism, but the elements of crisis were aII there.
Pompidou was a centre of containing this crisis,
they accepted him i'n expectancy of new elections.
This crisis arises now, but it would have developed in the same way with a replacement of Pompidou.
His death accelerated the crisis. This shows the
fragility of capitalism. At the same time, the meetings at the funeral in France of the lop representatives of wor·ld capitalism shows that they have
to go to discuss, because France is a centre of
the capitalist system. They went to France to see
how to negotiate to defend themselves from the
USSR, and to try to co-ordinate internally to meet
!he crisis of capita Iism, with the object of presen·
ling a united block against the Workers States.
Yankee imperialism goes with Nixon to impose
its hegomony over the rest of the capitalist system. It wants to unload on European capitalism
the crisis of the capitalist system, so that European capitalism has to negotiate with the masses.
Also it is going to impose a military authority
to form a single military leadership, because
already aIsa NA TO is in question. This indicates the acceleration of their crisis.
The burial of Pompidou provokes a series
of meetings of Nixon with the presidents of the
capitalist countries in Europe. These secret meetings were made in a short time, in the first place
so as not to bother the Soviets, and in the second
place, so as not to provoke internal polemics

between France and the rest of the capitalist
countries in Europe. And the Yankees made secret
meetings with every president or premier, to exert
pressure, to influence or to threaten. Even though
they were meetings which lasted a few hours,
they correspond to real secret meetings, because
they went to resolve the problems of the capitalist
system with the Yanks imposing on the European
bourgeoisie, imposing their intervention on all
the economic, military, political problems of
Europe.
Yankee imperialism and the European bourg·
eoisie have an interest in making common military,
economic and political plans because they are
confronting together and they are attacked by the
development and the advance of the world revolution, by the electoral triumphs of the workers
parties, by the big agitations and mobilisations
of the masses through the trade unions and the
concrete progress of the mass struggle. The Yanks
feel that they cannot survive the world drive of
the proletariat and the Workers States, particularly
the Soviet Union; they cannot put up with the
advancing crisis of capitalism, and they try to
unleash this crisis on the European bourgeoisie
and to make, at the same time, a united front to
prepare to launch the war at the moment the Yanks
decide. Meanwhile the European bourgeoisie have
to put up with the consequ8nces. The Yanks are
throwing the entire crisis of the capitalist system
onto the European bourgeoisie. This is the disagreement between them.

THESE ARE ALL STAGES IN THE PREPARATION OF THE WAR.
Yankee imperialism wants to dominate the entire political and economic functioning of capitalism
so that they decide in the war. The entry of Britain into the Common Market is to seek to weigh, to make
demands and to try to profit, and also as a function of the common military interest against the development of the revolution. Through Britain the Yanks are represented in the European Common Market.
The Yanks see that the inter-capitalist
lain political authority over the petit bourgeoisie.
contradictions are also involving Britain, and
These are the causes of their disagreements.
they want to have a direct intervention, a direct
Yankee imperialism feels this process, !Jut
control and decision. At the same time they meet
it want to oblige French imperialism to carry out
the resistance of French capitalism which feels
this policy, although this means having to con·
that it is the weakest of the three great capitalist
front the petit bourgeoisie, even though it means
power.s of Europe and which tries to defend its
having to confront the possibility that the Popular
interests and the colonies that remain to it, in
Union wins. What the Yanks seek is another solthe game of commercial exchange with a whole
ution, which is not the political, economic solseries of concessions which, if they submit themution in world trade, but a military solution. Meanselves to the Yanks, means to submit to a policy
wlli le they try to be the ones who determine the
which weakens them in their ability to compete
policy of the world capitalist camp, to make the
although it is a question above all of political
whole of capitalism pay for the policy of the
competition in relation to the petit bourgeoisie.
Yanks of negotiations, agreements, treaties with
If French capitalism yields to the Yanks, a very
the USSR to try to prolong the stage before the
great base of the petit bourgeoisie passes to the
atomic war.
side of the proletariat. Hence they have to ma in THE

INTERNAL

DISINTEGRATION

AND

TOTAL

CRISIS

OF

CAPITALISM

Nixon went to Paris to this meeting to discuss with all the European capitalist countries, rather less
with the French, to exert a pressure on French imperialism and to reach agreements with the other Europ·
ean bourgeoisies. So Nixon uses Pompidou's death to go and make lightening and clandestine meetings.
Nixon went to weigh as President on the European bourgeoisie in clandestine meetings. This shows the
very great crisis of the capitalist system, which has to use Pompidou's burial to make clandestine meet·
ings.
·
It is a lack of authority of Yankee imperNixon's objective is to exert pressure on
ialism and it is expressed in the fact that a single
the European bourgeoisie from every point of view,
European capitalist country - French imperialism economic, financial, military, so that it yields
has such an echo, such an effect to the point that
to the Yankee blackmail to unload the crisis of the
the Yanks cannot smash it, cannot bypass it and
world capitalist system and Yankee imperialism
cannot push it out of the way. If it pushes forward
onto the French bourgeoisie. French capitalism
a policy of direct confrontation, favouring the
tries to defend itse If. In confront:ng the Yanks
struggle of the petit bourgeoisie, of the sectors
it tries at the same time to win a certain prestige
that wi 11 vote for the government, they wi 11 go
and a certain electoral authority, to attract a
over to the camp of the workers parties. This is
sector of the petit bourgeoisie in the next electthe situation of crisis of European capitalism,
i ans to replace Pompidou.
This crisis which has broken out with PomThe capitalist press accentuate their critical
pidou has a certain similarity with that of De
differences from Nixon, but there is no criticism
Gaulle. Even before Pompidou died, they were
from the point of view of the capitalist perspective
already discussing who was going to succeed him
nor of Yankee imperialism, nor of the function of
Yankee imperialism, nor of the assassinations
as an internal capitalist conflict, when they have
that the Yanks carry out in the world, nor the
to confront the threat of the Popular Union, with
arming by the Yanks of Israel in the Middle East
the possibility of the triumph of the Popular Union
nor the support of the Yanks to all the dictatorbeing very near. When in spite of these threats,
the differences of opinion and the crisis among
ships of the world, nor the support which the
them continues, it is because it is a question of
Yanks give lo Chile. Frerc:h capitalism does not
the total crisis of the capitalist system. It is.
make a class opposition nor a class conflict with
a political crisis in tl1e course of finding supp0rt
Yankee imperialism. Hence it keeps quiet about
in the development of the capitalist system. It is
everything; for example the murderous policy
a political crisis which reflects the social, econ·
which Yankee imperia Iism is carrying out in the
omic crisis of the capitalist system. This is inMiddle East, the continuation of the crimes of
tensifying in France and also in Italy the weakYankee imperialism in Vietnam, the support to
crimina I and assassin governments. French cap·
ness of the capitalist system.
2
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ital ism does not say anything about this. It does
not speak of the increase of military support, nor
of military expenditure, nor of support to fhe repressions which are being prepared in Mexico or
Argentina, Peru, Brazil, Bolivia. The French
bourgeoisie enters into a conflict, a competition
with Yankee imperialism; both try to unload the
crisis of the capitalist system, whilst both prepare the war together, French imperialism criticises and objects to Yankee imperialism over NATO
but it does not leave the Atlantic Pact, it does
not oppose it, overthrow or denounce it. At the
same time it does not allow democratic liberties
in France, French imperialism represses the
masses in France. It is the same capitali5t system
of exploitation and crime. It has the same interest
of capitalist exploitation. It is a conflict of French
imperialism with Yankee imperialism. Hence the
French bourgeois press denounces the clandestine
MOBILISE

THE

MASSES

TO

IMPOSE

THE

meetings of Nixon; they say that they are undigRified and improper and they try to make an impression on the petit bourgeoisie seeking electoral
bases and support.
It is necessary to reflect on the situation
of crisis unleashed by the death of Pompidou,
which is now going to be concentrated in the el·
ections. Elections do not resolve the problems,
but they are an aspect which can impel the centralisation, co-ordination and unification of the
class, and be a very great impulse to the working
class to win over sectors of the petit bourgeoisie
and peasantry, to elevate the decision to go to
the government and from the government to power,
to develop anti-ca pita Iisl measures and to develop
the working class to solve the problems of France
through a programme, even from a modest, incipient
anti £a pita list programme.

TRIUMPH

OF THE POPULAR UNION

It is necessary to intervene in these elections with all the force, with all the passion and all the
decision of the working class. It is necessary to intervene through the trade unions, the factories and
workers areas; calling meetings, assemblies, discussions, proposing amongst the most fundamental points
aII the profits of automation and electronios, al I advances in the productivity of labour for the benefit of
the masses. There is a constant process of crisis, of unemployment, of increase in the cost of living.
There is a constant increase in the cost of living, and it is going to increase much more.
French capitalism has already declared
through the mouths of Pompidou and Messmer that
the conditions of crisis will increase, that it is
necessary to expect cruel years of scarcity and
increases in the cost of living. But the masses do
not have the responsibi lily for this. It is capitalism
which is leading French society. They are res·
ponsible for this situation! When they speak to
the masses saying that they can only expect 'harsh
years', it is because they want to prepare the
petit bourgeoisie to accept the decisions of the
government. But it does not have to accept 1 In
no Workers State is there such a situation. In all
the Workers States there is a constant progress in
the economy, in the standard of living for the masses and in the care for the workers, working women
and for the children. This is a constant improvement. This is not all that they should do. They
could do infinitely more. The insufficient life of
the leadership in the Communist Parties, the existence of the Soviet bureaucracy, of the bureaucracy of the Workers States, prevents a much more
powerful development of the Workers States. Even
so, there is an immense progress over the capitalist system, an immense superiority from every
point of view, and it prepares the conditions for
a constant and uninterrupted later progress. It is
necess11ry to make comparisons between the two
systems.
The death of Pompidou has unleashed the
crisis of the capitalist system. There is an en·
ormous process of breaking up and confrontation
between them, to the point of smashing themseh
in pieces, whilst in the Workers States there is an
uninterrupted progress of the economy, of the
welfare of the population though it is necessary
to achieve better democratic rights and soviet
democratic rights. A comparison has to be made
and an appeal made for support to the left programme, the programme of the Popular Union. For
a single candidate of the left through the Popular
Union with the participation of all the masses
in democratic discussion; rights for every tendency to discuss, propose and exchange ideas,
experiences, to develop organs of control, factory
councils, workers area councils, district councils,
to make a programme for the development of the
economy together with the trade unions, the Communist Party, the Socialist Party, the Radicals

and the left, the PSU, all the Trotskyist tendencies, the Posadist-Trotskyists, all the tend encies of the workers movement, including the
gauchistes; so that they all intervene with the
object of impelling a development of democratic
rights of the masses, and the participation of factories and the workers areas in the discussion, in
the proposals, In the control of production, to facilitate a programme of production, of trade which
responds to the interest and the necessity of the
masses and of the French people, with two fund·
amental aspects; sliding scale of hours and wages;
aII the profits from automation, electronics, of
increase in labour productivity to go to the ben·
efit of the population.All this should be discussed
in the workers areas, in the factories, in the trade
unions, they should call meetings, conferences,
discussions, before, during and after the elections,
with the object of being able to use the participation of the masses, to be able to decide, to deliberate, to control the application of the prog ramme. Let the discussion be a constant cell of
the proletariat in the factories, the workers areas,
the trade unions, the homes, with the workers
the petit bourgeoisie, the peasantry. Everyone
must participate. Show that the economy can develop in France to find the way to answer the needs
of the population.
Hence for this, a whole series of measures,
programme and policy are required, which are not
capitalist: planning, nationalisations, workers
control of investments and production which answer the needs of the masses, Accompanied by
complete democratic rights, agreements with all
the countries in the world, agreements with the
socialist countries, with the countries which are
developing towards Workers States like Algeria,
Peru, Mexico, Ecuador. Agreements with the
countries of Asia, Africa, the Middle East and
Latin America, development of the concern, the
wi II to intervene and allowing the intervention of
the masses, of all the young people, women in
discussion. AIsa the schoo I pupi Is, students must
aII iotervene and discuss everyting.
The solution for France is a programme, a
policy and control by the population which develops the economy for the benefit of the population,
not for capitalist accumulation which is preparing
the war. Everyone has to discuss and the popul·

ation has to intervene like a real parliament. Discussions everywhere! Without there being an ob·
stacle to the development of the electora I camp·
aign, the democratic development and the democ •
ratic discussion throughout the masses has to
take place. This is real democracy, in which the
masses see that they can make use of democratic
rights to speak, decide and apply.
The capitalist government of France, wheth •
er through Chaban -Oelmas, Edgar Faure or Messmer or any other candidate they may elect, are
going to try to appear demagogically before the
petit bourgeoisie to present a programme of dev·
elopment, of popular promises. Capitalism has
always governed in France, without achieving
anything. The standard of living of the masses
is worse than before. Now besides worsening the
standard of living, they are preparing for the war.
It is necessary to understand quite clearly and
decisively, the opposition of French imperialism
to Yankee imperialism is a problem of competition
of inter-capitalist competition,
nothing more.
There is no desire, no interest to elevate, to extend democratic rights, to improve the life of the
ptpulation. French imperia Iism has diminished in
its power, in its historic capacity, as a result of
competition with other imperialist powers, and ii
is trying to acquire a certain support in the population to prevent the development of the left, to
prevent the Communist and Socialist Parties com·
i rt.~ to power.
It is on this basis that it is necessary to
intervene in the elections to win them. But in
the elections, it is not possible to remain only on
the electoral setting, because if the IE ft wins,
the bourgeoisie is going to try to act as in Chile.
It is necessary to foresee this Chile situation
and to prepare the masses to intervene, to appeal
to the army, the police, to respect the path of
social development. The development of France
is the development of French people, who are
70% with the left. It is not just a question of those
who vote. There are an enormous number of people
who do not vote, who are with the left, like the
huge university population, the students who are
in movemtnt throughout France and who show
!hat they are on the left.
It is the same in the great strikes like
Rateau, which showed the will of the proletariat
in the great struggles to maintain their gains 3nd
to develop measures which are not capitalist
because capita Iism does not answer the need to
maintain employment and the development of the
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standard of Iife. When the comrades at Rateau get
their fa mi lies and people from the workers areas
to intervene in the factory they are saying, 'This
is the life that we want'. There is an objective
superior to the strike in their minds, 1he strike
is a way of reaching human relations that are
superior to the capitalist system. It is not a party
or a celebration, it is a meeting in which they
show that this is how they want to live, preparing
their food and eating together, all discussing and
living together without there being any exploited
and exploiters, where there are no differences
between them, but a common life in which they
are all integrated. The proletariat shows that it
wants fraternity and sentiments of human relations
and an equality of human relations. It shows that
the communist sentiment is a thousand times more
advanced than the means they have for the taking
of power. The families go to associate themselves
with the strike and show their adhesion and solid·
arity and to affirm a sentiment of communist relations. This is the objective. As LIP was before.
And as Sud-Aviation was in May '68. These are
the conditions in which to intervene in the elect.
ions.
It is necessary to reply to Pompidou's funeral
and to the secret meetings with Nixon with this
programme, to make the Popular Union triumph,
with democratic rights, trade union democracy,
discussions in the workers areas, in the factories
to unify a single centre on the basis of an anti imperialist, anticapitalist programme; with complete
trade union democracy. This wi II give an enormous
base of fusion for the masses in the factory, in the
workers areas, for discussion. They can base themselves on agreements, because they have the same
historic interest, the same objective and the same
desire lo make society progress. the political
differences are being solved, becoming integrated
in the common drive to progress and communicate
the best experiences, the best decisions, the best
ideas to advance; which allow everyone to intervene. And it is necessary to see that the students
and peasants intervene. And to see that a whole
sector of the police intervene, those that have
shown support for democratic rights and do not want
to remain as an instrument of the capitalist system
for the repression of the masses.
Pompidou's death and the secret meetings
with Nixon should be answered by general mobil·
isations, for the triumph of the Popular Union with
a programme leading to a greater progress and the
suppression of the capitalist system. It is necessarv to be prepared for the armed struggle which
capitalism is going to unleash. It is very clear
that capitalism is not going to permit an electoral
defeat.French imperialism and Yankee imperialism
are going to react, they are going to intervene,
because they feel that it is a class defeat of French
imperialism, a class defeat in France and the rest
of Europe. The elections have to be won, by elevating to the maximum possible the base of contact
with the population, through trade union democracy
complete democracy, complete discussion with all
tendencies. It is necessary to raise the standard
of living in France, through a programme which i.n
part is begun in the common programme of the
Popular Un ion, but extending it to the suppress ion
of the capitalist regime.

UNITED FRONT OF THE WORKERS PARTIES AND TRADE UNIONS IN EUROPE TO IMPOSE
A GOVERNMENT OF THE LEFT WITH AN ANTICAPITALIST PROGRAMME.
Nixon's visit to consult with all the capitalists of the Atlantic Alliance has been to influence French
capitalism so that it elects a candidate in the elections who can be an immediate partisan of submission
to Yankee demands. At the same time, the enormous number of candidates for the government - among
them Messmer, who after having had all the support of Pompidou, after just being reelected premier, has
no support from his own Party - shows the fragility of their movement.
They are sustained by fear of the proletariat
and by the influence of groups representing some
sectors of high finance. Nixon's visit and the
candidature of Giscard d'Estaing shows that they
are seeking a candidate directl}' linked to high
finance, or at least open to agreements, willing to
negotiate or give way to the YanKees.
The enormous number of capitalist candidates
shows the weakness, the internal division, the
internal competition of French capitalism and the
manouevre which Yankee imperialism is making
through Nixon, to try to impose a candidate who may
be more accessible to Yankee influence. It is necessary to respond to this by developing a campaign

to win the elections, and trom there to continue
with the nationalisation of all the most fundamental
means of production and exchange, to plan the
economy and production, with agreements with all
countries, agreements with the Workers States,
and appealing to all the masses of all the countries
of Europe and the world, to plan the economy, to
dislodge, to overthrow-capitalism, to impose a
workers and peasants government. An appeal must
be made to all the proletariat of Europe, all the
workers parties, the socialists, communists, left
radicals, left catholics, to support the Popular
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editorial
continued from page 1

tion in support of MP E.Heffer for his stand
against the decision of the government. This
shows that the working class is deciding the
present crisis in the Labour Party, in which
the centre and the left are divorced from
their ties with the bourgeois state and its
repressive apparatus.
The struggle of the working class finds,
at this moment, an expression in sectors
like NALGO and the teachers because they
are sectors less organised, less controlled by
the bureaucratic leadership of the trade
unions. In contrast, the Engineering workers struggle for a programme of demands is
limited by the leadership of the AUEW,
who have retained the demand for a £10 a
week wage increase which is almost meaningless (since the majority of workers have
already gained a wage increase beyond this),
and have dropped the demand for the 35
hour week! Despite this, there is the overtime ban and a whole preparation for
mobilisations at a higher level, particularly
in the car industry. It is necessary to
develop a discussion, to expand the programme of demands of the AUEW, to
include in a situation where the level of
inflation results in the implementation of
the 'threshold' agreements, that all the
wages rise with the cost of living, on the
basis of a 50p for every 1% rise. This
demand has to be generalised throughout
the workers movement and has to be in·
eluded in any agreement between the trade
unions and the Labour government.
The struggle with in the Labour Party is
only a distant expression of the militancy,
the determination and the consciousness of
the working class and the sectors of the
petit bourgeois which they attract. If
elements of the 'Parliamentary Left', of the
'Tribune' groups like Mikardo intervene in an
anti-capitalist way, with a certain security,
it is under the impulsion of the working
class and an-as yet unorganised but genuine-left in the Labour Party. The con-

sciousness of the working class is demonstrated by the Clyde Shipbuilding workers
who have intervened on the question of
warships to the Chilean junta, without
regard to their own immediate economic
interests: the refusal to build these warships,
or to fulfill the contract poses the danger
of unemployment and the possible closure
of the Shipyard. Therefore, it is necessary
for the left in the Labour Party and the
trade unions to demand not only that no
military weapons go to Chile, but that the
Labour government implements the pro·
gramme of the Labour Party for the nationalisation of the Shipbuilding industry.
Tlie level of consciousness is also seen in
the proposal by the workers and journalists
of the now closed Beaverbrook press in
Scotland to run their own paper. It is not a
fully socialist proposal, but it is outside the
conceptions of capitalism and it is a demonstration of the security of these workers who
feel that they can run a newspaper where
the bourgeoisie cannot. This is at the level
of the conquests just made by the Italian
car workers in Fiat, who have just imposed
that so much production of cars would be
stopped and put in to build buses! The work·
ing class feels that it can run society. The
Beaverbrook workers and journalists have
demanded financial aid from the Labour
government, and the Labour left has to extend this demand to one for the immediate
nationalisation of the Beaverbrook press in
Scotland, under workers control and without compensation. Indeed to demand that
all factories in danger of closure, are nationalised under workers control and without
compensation to the former owners!
The fact that the mobilisations of the
working class have imposed a Labour government, itself stimulates a whole process
in which the class prepares to intervene
and this has resulted in a certain elevation
of the political life in the workers movement. It is necessary to take fu II advantage
of the Conference called by 'Clay Cross'
on May 8th, and the 'recall Conference'
proposed by the Labour Party Young Socialists at their annual Conference this year,
tum to back page
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ON THE REFERENDUM ON DIVORCE IN ITALY
AND THE CRISIS OF THE ITALIAN BOURGEOISIE
The crisis developing in Italy is an integral
part of the process that is taking part in the
whole of Europe. The crisis produced.by the
withdrawal of the small Republican Party
from the 'centre left' coalition of Christian
Democrats, Socialists, Social Democrats and
Republicans had the objective of opening
the door to measures of repression against
the masses, without confronting them directly, by repressing their democratic rights.
At the same time the loan that was being
negotiated by the Bank of Italy with the
International Monetary Fund was going to
be used to develop a policy of deflation, of
factory closures, of rising prices and credit
restrictions. But the reaction of the Trade
Unions showed that they weren't prepared
to stand for it; the one day general strike
of February 27th went much further than
the perspectives and calculations made by
the leaders of the Trade Unions and the
workers parties. It was a complete stoppage.
Everybody participated in it. This strike
had been prepared by the strike of police
and civil servants in Germany and by the
miners strike in Britain. The decision with
which the working class moved, showed
that the masses took the Trade Union
strike as a means of exercising a political
pressure and of impelling the workers parties and the catholic left. This was the
meaning of the strike, the same as the
strikes in Britain, Germany and all the
"ther mobilisations in Italy.

In this situation the ruling class needs to
prepare a solution, to rally its forces to
confront the masses, but in reality the
contrary is happening: its forces are being
divided and the base of the Christian Democracy, a mass of petit bourgeoisie, peasants
and workers, a traditional social base of
support for capitalism, is intervening actively ir:i'all the anti-capitalist struggles. In order
to break this unity of the masses a sector of
capitalism and the church have given active
support to the campaign for a referendum for
the abrogation of the divorce laws. We
publish here some extracts from a resolution
and article published on 'Lotta Operaia'
organ of our Italian section.
'Our party calls to vote against the abrogation of divorce, as part of the struggle
for the respect and the extension of democratic rights and to defeat the reactionary
attempt expressed through the referendum.
It is necessary to vote NO in the referendum
and at the same time to continue to deepen
the anti-capitalist struggle, to extend the
united front activity of the masses to impose
all the demands of the workers movement
and the exploited population.
The reactionary sectors of the bourgeoisie
that have imposed the referendum have the
objective, among others, to divide the united
front that exists-and that has been strengthened on the basis of the anticapitalist
struggle and that therefore cannot be broken
-whatever the electoral result-between soc-

Women must be part of the leadership of
all the organisms of the workers movement

J. POSADAS

(INTERVENTION IN THE CONFERENCE AND CADRE SCHOOL OF THE TROTSKYIST PARTY> ARGENTINIAN SECTION OF THE POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL
JANUARY (1966).

It is necessary to include in the revolutionary struggle, in th7 trade unio~ functioning, t~e
right of women to intervene and be a part of the trade umon leadership. Together w~th
this need, to organise the struggle for women's trade unions dema~ds; for better wor"l?ng
conditions, for 3 days rest a month during the period of menstruation, rest for matermtybefore and after-and equal pay for equal work.
In general, the leaderships do not allow the free intervention of women. For.example
in Italy, despite the fact that the woekers movement is an advanced, one woman mten1ene
very little, and even less in the trade union leadership. They do not let them, they
intimidate them.
.
.
Women must be included in the trade union leadership proportionally to their weight
in industry. Not as a particular concession to women, but as par! of th7 wor~er's movement, in which they have particular demands which are not taken m consideratwn. Moreover, they work the same amount and earn less than men. Women have specific natural
conditions and specific demands which are not taken in consideration. They have a
weight and the will to struggle, which is not registered in the struggle. For this reason,
and for their social weight in the respective areas of work, they must be included in the
the leadership. Why do not the trade union militants and leaders take into account the
weight of women? They do weigh and very often they are more d~r:isive in the struggl~
than the men. The unification of women, in their fields of work, is done through their
leading and militant participation. 'Cultured men', 'those who cultivate culture', 'f!roclaim the liberation of women. And they think that this liberation can be obtained
in•the moment in which the state gives them their liberty. This is false. The liberation
of the woman takes place when she can act without feeling terrorised and subjected to
either the capitalist state, marriage or her husband. Only then she is free. The liberation
of women begins in the trade unions. The party extends this because it makes them feel
in a position of equality to think, lead, decide, accept, reject, suggest, create. Freedom
for women is their demand to be equal with the same n'ghts, the same capacity of action,
of creation and of leadership as the man has. No capitalist state can give tllis. Because
even if formally in the statute books, freedom for women exists, under capitalism they
feel to be inhibited, suppressed.
In the capitalist state, there will never be equal economic conditions for both men
and women. Not because of the economic dependence, Inevitably women must be
concerned with the children. This puts them in a position of inferiority. When women
militate in a trade union, they feel free and tend to act as such. They feel free to speak,
suggest, think. But liberty of the woman must not exist only in the trade unions, but also
in the house with the proletarian mother. Capitalism impedes this, women can feel free
only in socialism. Their liberation begins in the Workers State, because it allows the proletarian mother to intervene in all problems, without being submitted to having to take
care of her children. The Workers State creates the material condition~ to allow this, .in
such a way so that looking after the children, washing clothes, cooking, are collectzve
tasks that others carry out. Then the proletarian mother has time to intervene. She does
not develop any more as of children, nor as a machine which cleans children's clothes, n?r
is she subjected to permanent concern for the life of the children. Then she develops with
a sentiment of equality. It is necessary to impose conditions fn the trade unions which
allow women to exercise their rights. It is a necessity for the workers movement, it is a
utilisation of all the forces. Women must lead in the trade unions, as the men do. They
must be listened to, and have the same possibilities to discuss, oppose, propose, have the
same rights as men. Moreover, it is necessary to struggle to propose proportional representation of women. To condemn, and throw out of the trade unions all those who treat
arrogantly, those who treat them as an object, or who try to corrupt those women who
intervene in the struggle of the workers movement. This full intervention of the woman
fs an important part of the struggle for the demands of trade union functioning.

ialist communist and catholic masses. This
must be defeated by voting NO
and with the progress towards a workers
alternative, a le.ft alternative to the present
crisis of the regime: a left government of
PCI, PSI, left catholics based on the trade
unions'.
'Women-in the world and in Italy-are
not the backward part of society, they no
longer are under the influence of the priest
or of religious prejudices. Even women who
are still catholic participate in the trade
union struggles of their husbands, brothers,
fathers, sons or those of their own category
when they have been able to get out of the
restrictions of domestic Iife and have been
able to obtain work in production. For this
reason large sectors of the catholic movement, including bishops, such as the one of
Bolzano-Bressanone, have made declarations
in favour of the freedom for the individual
to decide according to its conscience in the
referendum, which in fact is a support for
the NO to the abolition of divorce. We must
base the mobilisation to defeat the reactionary manoeuvre of the referendum on these
conditions, to mobilise large sectors of
women workers, peasants, students, housewives that are not mobilised very often, in
order to obtain an objective that goes
further than the immediate demand, to obtain a stable progress, in all the Italian
workers movement through the full, active
leading incorporation of the enormous energies and capacity of the mass of women in
the struggle for power and socialism.'
'The best way to attract the mass of
women to the anti-capitalist struggle is the
organisation of the struggle for a revolutionary programme, showing concretely that it
is necessary to overthrow the capitalist
system, to prepare the conditions for the
struggle for socialism, as the mass of women
feel that their problems can only be solved
by a radical change of society, and that
therefore the decision to fight for such a
complete change can gain them to a much
deeper political and trade union militancy',
'At the same time it is necessary to.
develt>p a political, cultural and revolutionary activity to elevate the level of trade unionpolitical militancy of women, based on a
scientific and therefore marxist vision of the
problem. It is necessary not to make any
concessions to the mentality, the limitations,
the divisions that capitalism makes of the
so-called problems of women; newspapers
or magazines like 'We Women' (A magazine
for women of the Italian Communist Party)
that speaks of fashion and other problems
in a way which is not very different from
the bourgeois women's magazines, and that
at the most can win a few electoral votes
for women, but that do not contribute to
elevate the scientific understanding of their
problems. They leave women as separate
from the general struggle of the working
class. The same role is played by the
Women's Lib group even if in a different
way, because they speak of oppression by
'man' on women without making any class
distinction, without posing the real class
oppression by capitalism on the proletariat,
from which women workers suffer in a
sharper way than their 'male' class comrades'.
'All the statements by large catholic
sectors against the voting 'YES' in the
referendum are a symptom of the conditions which exist, for breaking the Christian
Democracy and forming a Left Catholic
Party. They do not express the personal
opinions of this or the other leaders. They
answer a situation in which many of these
leaders would lose all their authority over
sectors of catholic workers if they showed
themselves to be accomplices to this reactionary manoeuvre. They also show that
the decisive element that is missing in
order to obtain this objective, is an active
initiative of the workers movement and in
' particular, of the Communist Party. Communist women can and must play a fundamental role in this activity, this is the best
way to secure the immediate objective of
the defeat of reactionary forces in the
•eferendum'.

obje~tive
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to discuss the elevation of the programme
of the Labour Party and its implementation,
to problems of the 'Common Market', the
intervention towards Chile, the means to
raise the living standards of all the masses
in the British Isles to develop the economy
on the basis of a programme of nationalisations under workers control and without
compensations. The intervention of the whole
population in mass meetings and the construction of organisms, of Factory Committees and Committees of the Workers
Areas.
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Union, to triumph over capitalism in France. It is
the guarantee, the basis to be able to develop a
policy that can develop the economy and confrpnt
capitalism, and end up overthrowing ii. It is nee·
essarytomake an appeal to th~ European and world
proletariat to support this candidate.
The elections in France coincide with the
elections in Italy over the referendum. They are a
proof that capitalism is acting and developing - on
the one hand on the manouevre of Pompidou'a death
and in lta ly through the direct preparation of Italian
capitalism - to try to create the conditions to be
able to unify and centralise the forces of capital·
ism, under the control of high finance, lo try to
confront the proletariat, to contain the conquests
and the progress of the proletariat, to contain the
development of the comumnist, socialist and left
Radical Parties, and to try to create the conditions
for a repression, a general process of reaction
against the proletariat. This is the intention of the
bourgeoisie.
All the actions of the proletariat, all the
struggles of the masses go in the opposite dire ct·
ion. All the mobilisations in France and throughout
Europe are mobilisations of unification, from the
children in the colleges, to the pupils, to the univ·
ersity students; and the peasants too, including
the middle peasants, who mobilise against capitaIism because it cannot resolve the problem of
prices and their income from production. The poor
and middle peasants are united and unify themse Ives
with the struggles of the proletariat; the same with
the petit bourgeoisie throughout Europe. There is
a whole progress of the unification of the struggles
with the proletariat. The small electoral defeats of
the socia I democrats in Germany have no fundam·
ental importance, because they are areconstitution
or reorganisation within the Socialist and Social
Democratic Parties. The right wings go away to
support the Libera Is or Social Christians. But on
the other hand there is a much more solid support
from the left. This means a reorganisation within
the socialist movement. This is the significance of
the reduction of votes for the socialists in Germany.
This process in France shows that the Popular Union has to be supported. The proletariat of
the whole of Europe has to be appealed to, for it
to support the Popular Union and ~upport the 'No'
to the abrogation of the divorce laws in Italy and
to make a united front. It is necessary to use these
circumstances to make a united front throughout
Europe with a common programme, for a common
united front of all the Parties of the left with the
trade unions to confront the capitalist system, to
confront the efforts of Yankee imperialism and European capitalism lo recover the gains won by the
proletariat, and to put forward governments and
programmes in the service of the masses; that put
aII the achievements of science and technology at
the service of the masses.Ta do this, a government
of the left is necessary, which advances toward
much more advanced solutions to finish with the
capitalist system. So it is necessary to intervene
in the trade unions, in the workers areas, in the
factories to prepare for the electoral triumph and
to prepare to sustain at all costs the electoral victories of the Popular Uni on in Franee.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME
to the role and importance of the Socialist
The process of the crisis within the Labour
countries (Workers State), and in this, he
Party which expresses itself in an open
represents a whole sector of the Labour
class between the pro and anti-capitalist
forces is the way in which the total crisis
Party which is attracted by the advancesand the obvious superiority-of the Workers
of capitalism develops in this country. On a
States and seeks to support itself on the
world scale, the wholesale decomposition
Workers States. This is also stimulated by a
of the capitalist system is itself expressed in
direct intervention of the Soviet Union tothe continuing saga of 'Watergate', with
wards the Labour Party and the trade unions.
Nixon suffering yet another blow from the
defeat of the Republican Party in the
This means that the struggle already develMichigan elections in particular. In France,
ops to break the centre and the left of the
Labour Party away from the bourgeois
the forces of the bourgeoisie are in comright, away from the whole integration of
plete disarray following the death of Pompidou, with an absolute unity of the forces
the Labour Party in the structure of the
of the workers movement centralised in the
bourgeois system. This is a necessary stage
Popular Unity. At the same time, the crisis
in the advance of the Labour Party, to beof the Israeli government remains unsolved.
Imperialism and the world bourgeoisie can
stabilise nothing and suffer defeat after
defeat at the hands of the masses. Syriawith the full support of the Soviet Unionintensifies its struggle against Israeli imperialism and the Japanese workers win c_omplete
victory in their General Election.
It is in this light that we have to see the
.
struggle in the Labour Party over the sendThe Lennon case and his assassination have
~··"~ ing 9f.warsbips 1;o 1'1&c .t;hiJean J1,1,n1;a. Th!L., .• , focused. attention on. the. functioning of
·
bourgeois leadership of the Labour Party
the spy and assassin networks of British
imperialism. This case, following very rapidhas not found the strength to. take any sanely the Littlejohn affair, has thrown a powertions against E Hefter and in contrast, Heffer
tias received the support of widening layers
ful beam on the methods of imperialism;
of the Labour Party. Mikardo, as Chairman
murder, robbery, provocation, frameup; the
decomposition of capitalism is accompanied
of the Parliamentary Labour Party, has called a meeting of protest which already has
by the ferocity of its efforts to survive and
the support of a hundred Labour MPs. At
the speed with which one scandal follows
the same time, the Secretary of the Labour
another. The Watergate case in the USA is
Party, R Hayward, denounces the actions
symbolic of the total crisis of the capitalist
social order: corruption, ineptitude, and
of the Labour government at the Conferthe complete debacle of any authority in
ence of the Scottish TUC (STUCJ. Ron Hayward intervenes with the full support of the
face of the petit bourgeoisie. At the same
delegates to insist on the implementation of
time, the outcrop of these scandals is part of
the resolutions of the Labour Party Conthe massive internal struggle in the heart of
ference by the Labour government. It was a
the bourgeoisie. The Lambton and Poulson
cases have the effect of discrediting gentlewarning to the Parliamentary Labour Party,
that the struggle for the Labour Party promen of the bourgeoisie associated with
gramme is intensifying, the struggle to apply
Parliamentary politics, and with the conthe anticapitalist programme. In this interventional functioning of capitalism. The
vention Hayward sought the support of the
Littlejohn and Lennon cases are part of the
trade unions. This is the significance of the
discrediting of these who are linked with
statement in which he reminded delegates
the most coercive organs of the bourgeoisie.
that the Labour Party was the creation ofIn practice, throughout the world, a struggle
and based on-the trade unions, and he tries
exists in the bourgeoisie between those
to base himself on the trade unions. Through
sectors who want to proceed rapidly to the
the trade unions, he tries to base himself on
development of wholesale repression and
the workers vanguard as a point of support
those who resist this because they live
against the right in the Labour Party.
in fear of the reaction of the masses and the
The struggle over Chile is an aspect of
discrediting of their authority before the
the crisis of capitalism and the preparation
petit bourgeoisie.
of the war which is worked out in the
Yankee imperialism is deeply involved
Labour Pariy. This is expressed in another
on a world scale through operations of
the CIA, with encouraging kidnappings, exway by the contrast between the demand of
the President of the STUC for a cut in the
plosions, and assassinations, using links with
arms bill of £1,000 million and the stateme•t
a variety of protesters and guerrilla groups to
of Judd (Navy Minister), that there should
impel right wing forces to encourage military
be no cut in the arms expenditure by the
coups, and repressive measures against the
Labour government because 'we have to face
masses. Indeed, the direct intervention of
the threat of Russia's imperialism and the
the CIA in this country against the Trade
Brezhnev doctrine'. As Comrade Posadas
Unions and its preparation for an intervenanalyses in the document on the death of
tion against the Labour left and the Labour
government as it advances, is already public
Pompidou published in this issue of Red
Flag, the intervention of the bourgeois
knowledge. British imperialism is, after all,
leadership of the Labour Party in the Comthe closest ally of Yankee imperi'alism in
man Market is the intervention of Yankee
this stage of the decomposition of world
imperialism to put a pressure on the Eurocapitalism. Not a very strong ally, but still
pean bourgeoisie, to try to unify them
the closest to Yankee imperialism. The spate
under the leadership of Yankee imperialism
of bombings in Britain recently is part of
in pr.eparation for the war. Ron Hayward
the same pattern-to develop an atmosphere
to stimulate a coup and measures of represalso made reference-not for the first time-

come an instrument for the taking of
power and it is in this process that the
trade unions, the Labour left, the Communist Party militants and the 'Leftist'
groups have to intervene.
The eonference of the STUC, expressed
in other aspects, the struggle in the Labour
Party for the implementation by the Labour
government of the programme of the Labour
Party Conference. At the centre of th is was
the question of the 'Social Compact'. When
a delegate says that the 'Social Compact' for
him includes the whole programme of nationalisations, and when the Conference completely rejects the idea of 'wage restraints' it
means a rejection of the impression created

by the bourgeois leadership of the Labour
Party, and a sector of the trooe union
bureaucracy, that the 'Social Compact' is an
agreement between the trade unions and
the bourgeoisie for the working class to pay
for the crisis of capital ism. The delegates at
the STUC confirmed that the 'Compact' is
an agreement between the trade unions anq
the Labour government on a programmelimited perhaps-of social measures to raise
the living standard of the working population.
This process is not generated within the
Labour Party or the apparatus of the Unions
it comes from the world process of the revolution and from the constant intervention
of the working class in this country. The
whole discussion over the warships was the
result of the decision by sectors of the
working class-by the Shipbuilders and the
Aircraft workers at Rolls Royce-to 'black'
military supplies to Chile. It has been
sustained by the direct intervention of the
dockers in Liverpool, who passed a resolu-
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s.lon aga.inst the workers movement.
The Lennon case concerns, apparently,
an informer linked with the I RA but there
are a whole host of informers whose activities are directed to the Unions, the left in
the Labour Party and the various revolutionary groups. The people who use them, will
use the same methods of frameup and provocation against the revolutionary left in
industry. Hence, it is important that the left
in the Labour Party and the Unions make a
powerful intervention on this case, because
the Special Branch is a weapon of the class
interests of the bourgeoisie. It is simply a
special sector of the coercive apparatus of
the bourgeoisie as a whole, but an attack on
it has to be linked with a fundamental discussion of what is the future course of the
process in this country, how can the masses
best prepare to face a coup launched by the
army, what measures can be taken to weaken
the structure of the bourgeois repressive
apparatus?
In the first place, in relation to the
Lennon case, it is not enough to have
merely a secret Home Office enquiry, ie the
police investigating themselves. The Labour
Party and the Trade Unions have to intervene on this issue and campaign about it.
They must intervene towards the Labour
government-part of the struggle with the
right pro-bourgeois sectors in the Labour
Party-demanding a commission composed
of representatives of the Labour Party and
the trade unions to investigate the running
of the Special Branch, expose its structure,
and demand its dissolution. The intervention of Ivor Clemitson denouncing the
'enquiry' shows that a basis for this already
exists in the Labour Party. Such a c• rnmission should make a series of reports to the
local Labour Parties, trade union branches,
Shop Steward Committees. Trades Councils
etc, and to the factories and the workers
areas. This would allow a discussion on the
structure of the capitalist state and of its
fundamentally repressive nature. Chile, has
already shown that the bourgeoisie will not
allow parliament to be used for the benefit
of the masses and that it wi II react with
violence to measures which
damage t:ie
structure of capitalism. Immediately after

the coup, these conclusions were drawn in
the Labour Party by leaders like Jidith Hart
it is necessary to retake these conclusions
now, that the only way to confront repression from the capitalist system is to prepare
the organs of dual power-factory committees, committees of the workers are;zs. At the
same time, to discuss the necessity for a
whole activity towards the army, struggling
for trade union rights in the army and
police and the necessity for political meetings of the police colleges and army barracks.
Clearly, such a commission at this stage
could only make limited headway in the
smashing of this particular apparatus or even
in gaining much information because every
effort would be made to sabotage the whole
iilvestigation and there are plenty of opportunities for this, but it is a question of using
this case to develop a political campaign
against the bunch of assassins and provocateurs who operate against not just the I RA
but the whole labour movement and the
repressive strategy of capitalism. All the
organs of bourgeois opinion will be in uproar.
Good, it presents an excellent opportunity
to publicise all the activities of the coercive
state apparatus. All the bourgeois forces of
coercion are in a state of decomposition.
The American army was totally demoralised
in Vietnam. And the British army is becoming increasingly demoralised by the war in
f\J Ireland. A campaign of e)\posure and
discussion allied with propa~anda on this
issue and on the SAS issue (murder armv
squads in N lrelandl, directed to the army,
would weaken extensively the capacity of
capitalism; the structure of the forces of
repression cannot be changed. But sectors
can be won to the revolution. The Labour
Left must make fu II use of the opportunities
now showing in the British and Irish police
and army-discussing the strike of the fingerprints department for example-to demoralise the repressive organs of the capitalist
system attract those sectors who can be won
over to the workers movement, and prepare
the way for the mass mobilisations which
will be necessary to implement the programme of nationalisation under workers
control, and confront and smash the bourgeois state apparatus.

The development of the process of partial regeneration means the existence of a struggle within the
Workers Stales and lhe Communist Parties on whether to advance lo power or not. The present stage of
history is that of the dismemberment and disintegration of the capitalist system. It is not a permanent and
constant disintegration lhat will lead to the destruction of the capitalist system, but it does lead to its
weakening, fragmentation and the disintegration of the links that maintain its unity.

It continues as a capita list system but the
lack of order, harmony and co-<1rdination in its
functioning express its growing crisis. It is a
question of a global, total, complete crisis of the
capitalist system; economic, social, political,
sci~ntific, military and pol ice.
· The capita list regime sti II has not been
overthrown because the forces that could do this
did not propose this and do not always propose
ii. This is the fact that a!lows ii lo survive and
continue.' This is not a question of capitalism
counting on its own forces • which exist, but
which are very limited ·but of resorting lo meas·
ures, lo reserves which do not belong to ils own
ability, pulling to its own benefit the powerless·
ness, the lack of capacity er intention of its
class enemy, the Communist Parties. This is what
is in discussion, not the proletariat. Whilst sur·
viving in this way, capitalism maintains internally
aII lhe factors of disintegration. It is in this way
that the whole gamut of crises is expressed in all
the capitalist countries; from literature to law,
through science, philosophy, the school, church,
the priests and the nunis, the police, the army,
the judiciary. There is a constant progress of a
process of interpenetration in the capitalist syst·
em, in the course of which systems, relations,

laws, anti-capitalist judicial conclusions like the
fact of occupying factories and making them lune·
lion by selling the products begin to dominate
and lo be imposed.
This process creates a state of total weak·
ness in the capitalist system, not just in one or
other country but in aII of them, right up to the
most powerful like the United States or Britain
where the wotkers occupied and controlled the
shipyards in Clyde. In the United States they have
not done this yet, but when they oppose the war
in Vietnam against their own country, and weaken
the latter, this has the same sense. The influence
of the world process is concentrated at the present
moment in the petit bourgeoisie and the proletariat
in the Un iled States and is going to be expressed
afterwards in apparently sudden and spontaneous
mobilisations. The proletariat and petit bourgeois·
ie accumulate the bases, the will which will allow
them to decide. All this enfeebles the capitalist
system. Moreover ii is beaten throughout the world.
Even in the country where ii succeeded in recov·
ering a part of its power • in Chile - ii has not
succeeded in imposing and stabilising itself,
whereas from the first moment of the coup, aII
the Communist Parties considered Chile was liq·
uidated.

The historic function of the
Soviet Workers State, soviet democracy
and partial regeneration
8 december
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Workers Stales have been S!lstained by the Soviet
Union.
This is elevating the devel.opment of science
and technology in the Workers States, and the
confidence necessary to see, understand, study,
discuss, reason and resort to the original sources
of marxism in the Workers State, to give confidence
to construct it. This process encourages people,
reanimates people, incites and impels the masses
to sweep out the trade union apparatuses. Even ii
they have not done this yet and are not doing it,
they see that it is possible to speak, discuss,
exchange ideas and polemicise without danger. In
spite of the existence of the Sino.Soviet conflict
the behaviour of the masses of the Workers States,
of the Soviet Union and China, has at no time ex pr·

essed depression, discouragement, a sentiment of
defeat or of ·Jieakness before this division. The
power DI the, Workers "51ate is stronger than this
division, which shows very well that at the base
of its sentiments the vanguard understands that
this division is not due to the Workers State itself,
but to the leaderships.
The result is that the world vanguard does
not feel discouraged or smashed down. This is why
Vietnam, with all its miseries, hunger, death, does
not awaken any sentiment of sadness, despair,
regret or resignation; on the contrary, it has elevated the struggle in the world to a superior level,
From the time of the Vietnamese war, the revolul·
ionary struggle has been elevated throughout the
world.

THE BUREAUCRACY CAN NO LONGER REPRODUCE ITS POWER.
THE CONSTANT WEAKENING OF CAPITALISM AND THE ELEVATION OF UNDERSTANDING IN THE
WORKERS STATES AND COMMUNIST PARTIES.
The capitalist system is weakening, and this process is expressed in the constant fall in ils auth·
orily and weight. As opposed to the advance of the revolution in all its forms; from the church to literal·
ure. The revolution incorporates the schoolchildren and even domestic animals; on the demonstration of
the 6th December in France, even the dogs carried placards! The Workers States and the Communist
Parties sli 11 do not take advantage of this weakness. In this way they give capitalism a means of survival.
But to survive is not lo live, because it
implies the utilisation of or profiting from factors
which do not belong to the capitalist system itself
and which consequently are neither durabie or
stable but only circumstantial. Hence the permanent, total crisis of the capitalist system which has
broken out in a thousand forms. It is shoWl in a
verv. verv vigorous way in the economic fie Id
where capitalism does not succeed in stabilising
its economy. There are constant outbreaks of eris·
es provoked by the existence of the Workers States.
their progress and their social and economic sup·
eriority. For the capitalist system, this means a
reduction in its field of action, and fluctuations
in the functioning of the cycle of capitalism. ·This
reduction exercises a restraint on capitalism and
leads to a more and more desperate struggle be·
tween the capitalist powers which is externalised
in !lie majority of cases in the domain of finance.
At the same time the economic crisis is, alter the
war, the most concentrated wor Id expression of a
global confrontation of the Workers States, of the
ex-colonial countries and of the proletariat of the
world with the capitalist regime. The crisis of
capitalism, its internal competition is exacerbated
because there is no field in which to extend itself.
The accumulation of capital does not allow any
more expansion, capital cannot any longer be
exported to the colonies and the regime must, on
the contrary, put up with enormous expenditure
in armaments as when it has to consent to the
creation of professional armies.
The feebleness of the capita list system
increases and it is this lttat elevates consequently
in the Workers Stales and Communist Parties the
necessity to understand. The enfeebling of the
capitalist system gives an impulse to the Workers
States lo feel, lo understand, to dare to see the
process which history is developing and to see
all that, not through the understanding and the
interests of the bureaucrat, of the administrator,
of the planner, but through the party and the trade
unions. In progressing, in developing its struggles,
the working class throughout the world transmits
lo the Workers States force, impetuosity and dee·
ision. It stimulates the intervention of the masses
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The present course gives the masses con·
fidence and assurance iin the fact that they oo
I onger have to fear a return to nazism. In that
epoch there was only one Workers State • Now there
are fourteen. The confidence and assurance of the
masses constantly advance, they feel stimulated
to intervene, though in a very limited way, from
the fact essentially that there is no party that
allows them lo do this. But already they intervene.
If it is not directly in meetings, assemblies, de·
bales, discussions, they intervene in all sorts of
ways and they weigh and feel the necessity lo
produce intelligence and reason. This is what the
programme of the Workers States shows, which
supports the world revolution, in a still limited
way, without doubt, but it supports it.
At the end of the Second World War, the
Soviet Union pillaged Germany, Czeckoslavakia
and Poland. Now it gives aid to the whole world.
This is not a restitution for what was pillaged,
because one cannot consider that it was a quest·
ion of plundering these countries, but of measures
which developed the revolution. II was necessary
lo reinforce the Workers States and even if the
methods used were incorrect, they basically answ·
ered a necessity; to reinforce the Soviet Workers
State before everything else. The bureaucracy did
it to defend itself - as in the case of the invasion
of Finland and Poland - but ii was a necessity.
II these measures had not been taken the capitalist regime would have invaded the Soviet Union.
of the communists, pushing them not to confine
themselves within the sphere of servants of the
bureaucracy or bureaucratic interests. This in·
fluence is united to that of the scientific and tech·
nical development of the Workers States, which
gives confidence lo the masses and soows the
uselessness of a closed apparatus which thinks
only for itself. All that elevates and develops the
need to discuss, to see and to understand the
necessity of planning.
It was possible to obtain the same result by mob·

i lising the masses. The form employed by the bur·
eaucracy was reactionary, but the object pursued
was not counterrevolutionary because it allowed
the possibility lo maintain the Workers State in
these countries. The proof is that aII the other

All this weighs in the Workers Slates. Al the same lime, the masses of these countries and those
of the capitalist countries seek and find, through Vietnam and the struggles in France, Italy, Germany,
centres of unification of their will, of their aspirations and sentiments, though they are still without org·
anisms. This is how the masses of the entire world enter into communication, transmit their influence lo
the masses of the United States and create a vast field of influence in the capitalist countries and the
Workers Stales.
reproduce its power, to keep the levers of power
This influences the workers, peasants,
in its hands. It is weakening and disintegrating. It
layers of the pelil bourgeoisie, or layers that corr·
is, at this moment, a powerful apparatus which
espond t.itinthe Workers States, and the militants
dominates the whole of the economy,all the police,
and leaderships of the Communist Parties, and
army and justice. The advance of the revolution
creates a base of confidence and assurance which
progressively weakens this power, in an unequal
allows one to see ideas objectively.
way but always concentrated in the same sense, to
Capitalism has not been able lo dominate the
know that the final settlement of ac&ounts is nee·
Workers Stales, to break them and to make the
essary, that it is necessary to suppress the cap·
counterrevolution, because the historic structure
italist regime. Capitalism and the Workers States
and basis of the economy, the forms of property,
can no longer coexist. This logically creates a
centralisation hinder it; but also because there is
reaction in the Workers States, the consciousness
the working class. The influence of the latter finds
of the confrontation, and consequently the search
a lot more powerful and more centralised means of
for a basis of support in the working class, in the
action and influence than before. II finds means
USSR, in the Communist Parties and in the whole
of communication with the Workers States, with the
world. It needs support to act against the capital·
capitalist countries,and in part with the United
isl system. It does this in a reformist, inlerpenetStates too. The working class creates a whole field
rative way; but it has lo do it, quite the reverse of
of action, within which it impels, incites and elev·
what it did in the past, Before, ii was a question
ates the eonfidence necessary to see the process
of adapting to the capitalist system. Without suppr·
objectively; instead of seeing it in a closed way
essing ii or breaking it, this !l'Ocess weakens the
I ike the bureaucracy does. But first there is a
bureaucratic process, its functioning, its growth
bureaucratic structure which it is necessary lo
.and its reproduction. And on the other hand, lead·
break and eliminate,
ers, cadres and mi lilants who have confidence in
This bureaucracy does not have either the
communism multiply in a very clear way.
force, the means, the power, nor the necessary
All this has to be expressed in the commun·
historic conditions to reproduce itself in order to
ist movement in programme, tactic and policy; and
maintain its power. Its perspective, as in the case
this is what is happening al the present moment.
of the capitalist system, is weakening and disint·
We are an expression of this ixocess; a weak expr·
egrating, Against that there is the progress of the
ession from a numerica I point of view and from the
masses, who have confidence in the conscious
point of view of material means, but powerful in ils
socialist historic heroism which was expressed in
decision
and its admirable historic quality that is
the USSR at Stalingrad, and which is expressed
comparable
to that of our teachers, the Bolsheviks.
now by the young workers and engineers, the men
A
small
group
which has the decision and assumes
and women who go lo work in Siberia without pay
the
historic
responsibility
to understand that it is
to defend the Workers Slate. It is the same historic
necessary
to
undertake
this
task of writing, ana I·
heroism which the Chinese expressed when they
ysing,
transmitting
experiences
lo coordinate and
made the greatest sacrifices, comparable lo those
homogenise
the
capacity
of
analysing
for the dev·
of the Bolsheviks, to triumph against Chiang Kai
elopment
of
communism,
opposing
capitalism
with
Shek, and also in their support to Korea.
a
policy
tllal
allows
one
to
benefit
from
all
circ,wm·
These conditions come together as a very
stances with all the degrees and variations of the
clear influence over the Workers States. The bur·
eaucracy does not have the historic means to
necessary lactic.
THE PROGRESS IN THE POLICY AND TACTIC OF THE WORKERS STATES.
The result of this process is that the Workers States must discuss the tactic, policy and the conlr·
ontation with capitalism. Now they combine the policy of adaptation to capitalism with the policy of imp·
elling the revolution. If we were still in the time of Stalin, what would be happening would be adaptation
and alliar.ce with capitalism, but now the bureaucracy can no longer do this; it is hindered by the devel·
opmenl and the structure of the Workers States and by the intervention of the proletarian vanguard of
the whole world.

This is a continuation of the effects of the
existence of the USSR and the world proletariat,
which progresses in its anticapilalist struggles in
Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia. The result
is that a weight is exercised on the Communist
Parties, forcing them to rectify their policy of
adaptation to capitalism and to reach confronlillion
and antagonistic clashes like in Vietnam and in
the Middle East - even ii the policy that the Sov·
iets push forward is not correct. The Soviets must
intervene now, for example, in Vietnam, and we
appeal to them to do so, because the Yankees are
again threatening to intervene. The Soviets must
make a public declaration lo warn them to respect
the agreements, instead of giving assurances of
sympathy, friendship and cordiality to Messmer and
Pompidou a·s they are doing. They must warn the
United States, 'We will intervene in Vietnam, for
· the legitimate defence of the "Vietnamese people'.
The same in the Middle East. They must appeal to
the masses ol the Middle East to expel Israeli
imperialism. And if the Yanks brandish the threat
of war, show all world public opinion that they are
preparing war, they want it and they oppose any
peaceful solution in the Middle East. II is not a
question of trying to convince them, but to show
the decision to impose on them with definite
measures.
The result of this process is a development
of partial regeneration, because the Communist
Parties must push forward a policy which confronts
capitalism, in defence of the revolution in countries
of Africa, Asia and Lalin America. The Communist
Parties seek alliances with local movements in
these countries in order lo gain electoral progress
or lo implement measures of the Workers Stales,
measures which suppress the capitalist system.
Although the policy of the Communist Parties
remains very limited, they now confront the cap·
ilalist system, they progress in a programmatic
sense toward anticapilalist objectives. Without
·being revolutionary, their policy has anticapitalist
objectives. It makes anlicapilalist conquests prog·
ress and gives confidence and assurance to the
world communist movement. There is a discussion
now in all this movement of the programme and
policy which are necessary to replace the capit·
alist system. The Communist Parties pass from a
policy of adaptation to the policy of 'substitution'.
This policy progresses but they do not have a
party prepared for this task.
The structure of the Communist Parties sli II
corresponds to the previous stage of adaptation,
coexistence, submission and interpenetration with
capitalism. The Communist Parties and the Workers
States support the anticapitalist struggle, but they
have no parties prepared for this task. They are
not consistent. They must rid themselves of this
structure in order lo be able lo act in a coordinated
manner and be consistent as a Party - which they
are not. This is what allows capitalism to intervene
inside the Communist Parties lo revive there and
support the conciliatory right and in this way imp·
ede the task of internal clarification, to draw less·
ons from the external process, to elevate the party
and so gain historic lime. To gain historic time

means to be prepared with atomic arms to respond
with war at the time imperialism believes ii lit to
launch it, which ii will do when it thinks ii is most
favourable lo ii.
The process of partial regeneration is neither
consislehlnorcontinuous; it does not rise by steps
or degrees because there is no consistent leader·
ship inside the Communist Parties capable of under·
standing the process. The process is therefore
very limited. On the other hand, what is decisive
is that they are objectively obliged to lead a revol·
utionary policy: It is necessary to overthrow cap·
italism, to plan, lo eliminate the bureaucracy, to
t1slablish socialist democracy, to plan with mass
organisms that intervene in lhe discussion. It is
necessary lo centralise all the currents of the
workers movement. All these conclusions that
concentrate the present development of the revolution appear, even though they are divided and
diversified and separated they are united as nee·
essary consequences of the process.
Therefore tendencies and currents spring
up in the Communist Parties. They are searching
and they see that we write, that we analyse, we
are preoccupied to feed the world revolutionary
movement, communist, socialist movements, and
we are preoccupied to provide the necessary ideas
for every problem which it is necessary to discuss
in this stage and for all the new phenomena in
hi~tory. Which include the nationalist movements
like Peronism, Peru, Mexico, the Middle East,
South Yemen, Zambia, Somalia, Sekou Toure,
N'Krumah, Congo Brazaville in Africa. All this is
the consequence of essentially one process; the
destruction and interior disintegration of the cap·
italist system, itself the product of the revolution
and the existence ol 14 Workers States,
The Communist Parties have neither the
cadres nor the preparation as a party to be ab le to
understand, generalise and dynamise this process.
They are afraid of dynamising it because through
the apparatus they feel the weight of the bureaucr·
atic interest which holds them back. They are
forced to confront capitalism like in 1940 the Sov·
iet bureaucracy was forced lo confront nazi imper·
ialism. It is the world masses, the progress of the
revolution, the existence of the 14 Workers Slates
that is to -say, a force which pushes toward the'
necessity of anlicapitalist measures, ii is forcing
them to take these measures which ftiey would not
have taken before. There is a progress in understanding that it is a question of a system against
system confrontation, that we are going toward the
final settlement of accounts. The communists still
do not have this comprehension, it is one of the
most complete experiences that have lo be reached.
The result is the development of currents
and tendencies in the Communist Parties which
want to discuss, lo see, to verify for themselves
because they no longer feel intimidated and para I·
ysed either by the policy of Stalin or by the pre·
occupation for parliamentary progress. These
currents feel the need for an intellectual revolul·
ionary activity in order to understand. This is why
articles appear such as those published in the
organ of the Australian Communist Party.

THE DISCUSSION ON THE SOVIET UNION IN THE AUSTRALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY.
The result of this is that some Communist Parties want to discuss, and our intervention has a very
great weight. We are an indispensable part of the world communist movement because we have been pre·
occupied, we are preoccupied and will continue to be preoccupied with the discussion of all these probl·
ems; lo feed this movement theoretically, developing the experiences and lessons from the world process.

We have preoccupied ourse Ives lo discuss
the way to intervene in the Workers States, in their
struggles, and in particular on China before the
political capitulation of China to NATO. It is a
capitulation in this case, ii it were a broader capitulation this would mean the counterrevolution. It
is the bureaucratic interest which leads to this
capitulation, as it led Stalin to capitulate before
Hitler. It is a partial capitulation on one problem.
We intervene to provide the communist vanguard,
the Communist Parties, with the analysis and the
conclusions of this stage of history.
Our intervention has an organising effect in
the Communist Parties. Which means helping them
to understand, giving them confidence and assur·
ance in the marxist method, in the continuity and
perspective of the triumph of communism. Our int·
ervenlion gives the communist cadre and leader
an explanation of what he feels but what he cannot
understand, he cannot unify his thoughts globally.
He does not see that at lhe root of everything there
is a world Jl'Ocess whose base and roots are the
14 Workers Slates.
The Australian Communist Party calls the
Workers State 'Socialism of the base'. What does
this mean? Why do they give ii this name? It is a
way of qualifying the Workers State without using
the nameWorkers State. But the fact that this Com·
munist Party is discussing what the USSR is and
trying lo characterise it, is an immense victory.
Previously all the Communist Parties were saying
'It is a socialist state'. Now they discuss, 'What
is the USSR?'. Apart from Lenin and lrotskyism •
posadism, no one nas asked this question. For all
the Communist Parties it is a socialist country.
The discussion to try lo characterise the
USSR is fundamental because it is this characterisation which determines the tasks, policy and obj·
ectives to be developed, If ii is a 'socialist state'
the objective of the USSR is lo elevate it~ internal
relations with communism, to elevate its product·
ion for there to be a sufficient distribution. But
the very fact that there is a 'state' indicates that
it is not socialism. Socialism is a system, not a
state. The very fact of the. existence of a state
indicates a differentiation, an unequal distribution.
Socialism means the elimination of unequal distribution and 'to each according lo his needs'. This
is what socialism is.
Communism is a more advanced stage in
which distribution is according to needs, but also
all the apparatus, all form of coercion has disapp·
eared. The construction of socialism will not be
done everywhere in the same way; some parties
will advance more and provide the norms for all the
rest. The experience of bow to construct socialism
. still has lo be discussed. The particular form to
take power in each country is determined by the
process as it occurs, but the means are a!ways
the same.
When a Communist Party like the Australian
Communist Party raises lhe necessity of discuss•
ing what the Soviet Union is, of discussing every·
thing 'from the lime of Stalin and from now too, it
expresses the favourable conditions for discussion
which this process of partial regeneration meets in
history.
The important thing is that this is a small
Communist Party whic~ is divided. The Spanish
Communist Party has two fractions, one pro CPSU
and thir other not, though both defend the Soviet
Uni?n and keep good relations with it. These part·
ies are not divided for theoretical and political
motives but over the alliance or non alliance with
the USSR, of agreement or not with the policy of
the USSR with regard lo Spain. In other words, they
are divisions that have no great importance for the
experience, the comprehension and analysis of the
world communist movement. It is a dispute between
fractions, between bureaucratic and non revolul·
ionary tendencies, otherwise they would discuss
programme, policy and experience.
The same thing in Greece where there are
two Communist Parties which discuss neither programme, pol icy or experience - neither their own
nor of the world communist movement, nor the
stage of today or the soviets. On the other hand in
Australia the communists are discussing the char·
acterisation of the USSR and the need lo return to
a functioning of lhe soviets. This indicates the
depth of the crisis of the Communist Party.
At the same time, such a discussion is not
a product of entirely Australian origin. It has

flared up in Australia, but the raw material and
part of the product come from the whole wor Id. And
in particular from Vietnam, but also in part from
Korea, Australia and from the Italian Communist
Party which is discussing what the USSR is and
its problems - which is a fundamental and vital
conclusion to understand the present stage of history. The communists are also discussing the cone·
lusions of the Russian Revolution; why didn't ii
progress more whilst it was possible? They want
to discuss what the function of the leaders of the
USSR has been. Why do the Australian communists
wanltodefendthe functioning of the USSR between
1917 and 1921? How does this serve them? They
do not need it from a programmatic point of view,
but lo arm themselves theoretically and politic·
ally it is a necessity.
The Australian Communist Party does npl
have a large numerical weight in the world comm·
unisl movement but on the other hand, it has very
good political positions, like those ii adopted on
the anti imperialist struggle in Vietnam. It is a
Communist Party that is closely linked with Viet·
nam, and in a country where there is a very power·
ful Socialist Party with a fairly strong left. When
such a Comm~nisl Party discusses the character·
isation of the Workers Stale and of Stalin, it is
because ii is trying to understand the necessity of
reorganising the leadership of the world communist
movement; the theoretical, political and programm·
atic comprehension and the revolutionary object·
ives to finish with the capitalist system. This is
still expressed in a timid and very general way,
but they are already discussing this.
The Australian Communist Party's charact·
erisation of the Workers State as 'socialism of the
base' is incorrect because ii is not precise about
the stage of its development. Workers Stale is the
correct characterisation because it defines the
economic structures, the internal economic and
social relations. 'Socialism of the base' goes
toward socialism. The Workers State is a stage of
transition between capitalism and socialism; it is
therefore a phase in which there is not yet social·
ism.
The Workers State establishes relationships
dEtermined by stale owned property, planned prod·
uction, state monopoly of foreign trade, soviet
relations as the democratic organisation of the
country. This constructs a superior stage when
when distribution, 'to each according to capacity',
is suppressed. To call this stage 'socialism of the
base' is lo attribute to the Workers State a certain
socialist base that implies that exploitation has
already been suppressed. It has only partially been
eliminated in the Workers State because wage dill·
erences slil I remain, the surplus value produced
by the exploitation of the workers does not go to
enrich private property, but the differences in
wages remain, and consequently there are differ·
ences in the standard of living, different living
conditions. These differences should not exist.
The elimination of exploitation does not, in
itself, suppress every aspect of the capitalist
rngime. The suppression of one boss, or ten, or a
thousand and lhe con:centralion of properly in the
hands of the state does not suppress inequa lily in
wages and working conditions. These differences
sti II exist today and just saying that it is social·
i~m is not enough to suppress them. It is a Workers
Stale and this is what has to be said.
This is why Lenin, Trotsky and the Comm·
uni st International talked of the Workers State,
because they qualified it as a period of transition
between capita Iism and socialism, a social process
between capitalism and socia Iism. They pointed
out that this slate was no longer capitalist since
ii was state properly that allowed planning of
production, monopoly of foreign trade and also
soviet democracy which allowed an elevation of
the whole of society lo the role of leader. This
period created new conditions in history, a new
form of social development which allowed superior
I or ms to be reached; the total suppression of wage
inequalities and differences in conditions of life.
Equality means that each one has what he needs,
not what he can provide fer himself.
The attempt to call this period 'socialism
of the base' is a healthy reaction against the inc·
orrect qualification ollhe Workers State as 'social·
ism', which is made to justify the bureaucracy. It
is a mistaken definition too but the fact of wanting
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THE S/fiNIFICllNCl OF THE OCCUPATION OF THE RllTElltJ
FACTORY AND THE ElECTIONS IN FRANCE. <extracts> J.Posadas
The occupation of Rateau shows the level of
consciousness of the masses of the world. France
is not a Workers State, it is a capitalist state but
the masses live in this way. This occupation is
the third of this type in the last few years. It is a
sympton of a whole internal process in the class
that is seeking socialism. This is the reason for
capitalism's great fear of the elections. It sees
that the working class is seeking this solution and
it has the Popular Union. This has a limited prog·
ramme, but the aspirations, will and decision ol the
class bypass the limitations of the programme. This
is what frightens the bourgeoisie.
There is a process of elevation of the revol·
utionary struggle throughout the world, and France.
This elevation is impelled by the will ol the mass·
es to go to power. Rateau expresses it; this occ·
upation communicates with the occupation at LIP,
with Sud Aviation in 1968, with the occupation of
Renault Billancourt by 25,000 workers in 1971, in
which the proletariat already showed its immense
maturity.
The proletariat showed that ii was mature
enough to exert pressure on its leadership, to beat
it without breaking from ii. To have broken with it
would have meant breaking its own internal unity
and it is this that the class tries lo maintain. And
it succeeded in maintaining itself united whilst
confronting its leadership.
The situation today is better. It is not that
the changes come directly from the leadership; from
LIP to Rateau the progress is shown in a much
more powerful and cei1tralised way through the
vanguard. They have transmitted their will to all
France. The world vanguard has advanced and has
nourished the decision of the proletarian vanguard,
the petit bourgeoisie and the peasantry in France.
The decomposition, disintegration and internal
clashes within French capitalism go on. The van·
guard fee Is that it now has more sol id points of
support, a!though its leadership does not underst·
and ii. When the leadership of the Communist Party
in particular, and also the Socialist Party, yield to

the pressure of the base that says, 'We want to go
to the government', the vanguard is a lot more sure
of itself and shows itself decisive and without
hesitation. It feels that it has already pushed its
leadership forward. This is why it gives more imp·
orlance lo the Common Programme and the elect·
ions than its own strikes; it hopes that through the
elections ii is going to reach the power that is
going to allow it to resolve all the other problems.
It is this maturity of the working class that impos·
e,s confidence on the leadership to advance: The
vanguard makes its leadership advance.
The collective meals at Rateau are the coll·
ective meals of the entire proletarian vanguard who
see that the Communist Party is yieiding and this
reinforces their courage. This provokes confusion
among the gauchisles, like 'Lutte Ouvriere' and
'Rouge' who are obliged to support these struggles
and do not know how to justify the error they are
commiling in presenting their own candidates in
the elections. They are going lo feel isolated. They
can be - and if they carry on like this they are
going to be - a receptacle of anti Soviet tendencies
who begin with antibureaucratic criticisms and end
up encouraging and allying with all the antiSoviet
tendencies who want, in one way or another, to
oppose the programme of the Communist Party.
'Rouge' should maintain its criticisms of the
Communist Party - ii has the right to do this and
some of its criticisms are very good - but also
making an analysis, for example, of Rateau, The
vanguard in Rateau criticised its leadership but
did nothing to prejudice it. It is necessary to main·
lain the criticisms, but also formulating slogans
for progress. When those that have been elecled
have to participate in the kitchen and wash the
pots, which they would not have done yesterday,
it is because tlfey are pushed by a wind that comes
from the entire world, from the Workers States and
the other countries. This is what the gauchistes
have to understand.
The people who went into Rateau did not go
just to celebrate. They have the same maturity as

There is no halt way house in the form of
cooperatives, cooperatives cannot survive in
the jungle world of capitalist competition.
But the process of occupations at Bryants and
elsewhere shows how the answer of the work·
ing class tends to go outside the legal norms
of capitaflsm and poses both nationalisation
and workers control as logical solutions.
The press Is a weapon in the arsenal
of the bourgeoisie. All the campaign that is
being carried out against the Labour govern·
ment at this moment has as its objective the
attempt to stimulate resistance to the Lab·
our government and with the decided sectors
it is a means of preparing the way tor a coup.
The power of the press and the media are
vastly exagerated - they give a purely illus·
ory sense of the strength of the bourgeoisie,
In no way do they give a trace of the power
of the masses, and at the same time, there is
no reason for the masses to have to put up
with the rotten ant/socialist rubbish purveyed
by the bourgeois press against the unions,
against the Workers States and against the
working class.
NATIONALISE THE PRESS UNDER WORKERS CONTROL/ ALL TENDENCIES IN THE
MOVEMENT FOR THE STRUGGLE FOR
SOC/AL/SM TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE
PRESSES AT A NOMINAL FEE.
Access to the best means
of public
at ion is as much a demo er atic right as the
right to organise unions or hold demonstrat·
ions. The bourgeois control-of the press is an
impediment to the free circulation of ideas
and the development of a mass press that dis·
cusses all the ideas of the class In the frame·
work of socialist ideas.
On the basis of the nationalisation of
the pre 0 s under workers control it will be
possible to develop teams of writers committ·
ed to the construction of socialism, no longer
concerned with the journalistic trivia of the
bourgeois world, which constructs and teaches
nothing, Every printing plant that is taken
over in a struggle shOu/d place its equipment
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The world situation is weighing much more
in Britain, breaking the traditional isolation of the
British Labour movement from influences of the
world revolution. The events in Portugal in the last
period, the tremendous upheavals there, have forced
the Labour Party lo take a position and recognise
the new regime, and now the NEC of the Labour
Party have also come out calling for the recognit·
ion of Guinea Bissau. The elections in France,
which are not simply presidential elections but a
struggle· as lo who leads France, the working class
or the. bourgeoisie, the elections in Belgium where
the Socialist Party, after years of participation in
a bourgeois coalition this time decides to go into
opposition, are all profound expressions of the
advaoce of the Socialist and Social Democratic
Parties of Europe toward the taking of power. There
is a process of unification of all the forces of the
left, socialist and communist, and the developm·
ent and organisation of new left sectors within
these parties.
Where does all this confidence come. from?
Not from within these parties themselves, because
the bourgeois democratic structures of these part·
... ies_ d.o _11_01 ~IJO,'r'I !!J~Jre~ _!le~elopment of i_deas ~nd..
influences within them, but the forces enter these
parties through the struggle of the working class
on all sides, through the struggle of the masses

NA T/ONAL/SE THE PRESS UNDER WORK·
ERS CONTROL!

W.C.2

The effect of the overthrow of the
fascist regime of Caetano in Portugal and
the upsurge of the class and revolutionary struggle in Portugal is not confined
to Portugal alone. It is going to have an
effect in the whole of Europe, in the elections in France in Spain where the
working class and ~e rest of the exploit·
ed masses are going to be encouraged in
their struggle to finish with Franco. All
this is going to be transmitted in the
most direct 'way by the Portuguese workers in France, Germany, Holland and this
country.
The Portuguese workers who come
from a backward, agrarian country have
been educated, as cde Posadas analysed,
'educated and developed in the functioning of the class, receiving the political,
trade union and revolutionary influence
of the workers centres, trade unions, com
mun/st and socialist parties in Germany,
France, Belgium and to some extent Brit·
ain'. *
In Britain, organised in the TGWU
ln!elnatio'!al branch for example, together
with Spanish and other immigrant workers
they are an important element in the str·
uggle to raise wages in the catering ind·
ustry which is notorious for its low pay
and bad conditions. And they have played
a central part in organising support for
the struggle of the masses in Mozambique
Angola and Guinea Bio:sau.
'
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throughout the world, in Portugal, Ethiopia and the
Workers States on the one hand and the complete
and utter decomposition of capitalism on the other.
The Parliamentary Labour Party meeting
he Id this week on Chi le was a further blow for the
right wing leadership of the Labour Party, and
shows the development of a real current in the
Labour Party prepared to discuss and defend soc·
ialist positions and ideas. At the same time, the
limitations of these sectors are all too apparent
because they still do not appear as an organised
tendency with an independant programme and pol·
icy but tend lo intervene on individual issues and
this allows the right wing to maintain its control
over the party.
Nevertheless, the massive struggle going on
in the Labour Party aver the government's dee·
ision to send the warships to Chile could never
have taken place at an earlier stage. When Ca llagh·
an says that they need to send the ships to Chile
in order to help finance the costs of defence and
the armed forces, and claims that the shipyard
workers need the work given by the orders placed
by the Chilean junta, the left should answer progr·
.· ammatically, cal,lipgJoJ.t~!l ~crapping of the, arms
bill, the withdrawal of troops from Northern Ireland
and the nationalisation of the shipyards. The alt·
itude and mood of the shipyard workers on Clyde·
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Democracy , nationalism and the .. class struggle 1n Greece.

at the disposal of tendencies that struggle
for socialism, not try simply to produce the
same bourgeois paper (as happened In the
recent dispute in Nottingham) •.
Newspapers, television, radio i:ave to
be taken out of the realm of commercial prof/,
and placed within the perspective of the socialist planning of the economy, The bourge·
ois press Is devoted to private Interest and
idiotic forms of individual/sm: A press on the
basis of nationalisation would be Jn the con•
structive service of the masses, It would be
a means of social education and finish with
all the garrulous columns of bourgeois journ•
a/ism, It would be open to the permanent i11tervention of the masses, the workers, the
women, youth, schools, factories, offices etc,
It would be an instrument of social progress,
We appeal for this demand to be put
forward by the printing unions - just as the
nationalisation of the film industry has been
proposed by the cinematograph union. We
appeal to the left in the Labour Party to sup•
port this position and repudiate the farce of
a Royal Commission proposed by Wilson, The
theory of the free press is a liberal inventfon,
It never existed, and under the rule of finance
capital it is a cynical lie to defend the spec·
ia/ interests of the bourgeoisie, It is necess·
ary to take a class position on the question
of the press with no concession to the trav·
esty of the myth of the free press.
We call on the left in the Labour Party
and trade unions to /Ink the demand for the
nationalisation of the press with the extens·
ion of the programme Of nationalisation under
workers control and to llnk this with the dem·
a~d for a daily paper ot the Labour Party. The
big Communist Parties have their daily pap·
ers, l'Humanite and Unita, why not th"e Lab•
our Party? This means a discussion through·
out the Labour Party and trade unions, not
just to find the financial means, but the nee•
essary base for such a paper - which is a
better political life, profounder links with the
workers in the factories and with all the pop•
ulation, a real effort to develop teams of
dedicated revolutionary journal/sts,
Capitalism will furiously resist all eff·
~rts to expropriate its press, its banks and
rndustr/es, but as part of the preparation of
the controntat~on with capit~f/sm, it is nee·
essary to sub1ect the quest10n of the 'free'
f!ress_ to a mere/less onslaught, to be audac·
1ous in repudiating all the rubbish about free·
dom which means 'freedom' for the few while
the rest of humanitv can Fot. There wi 11 be a
re~lstance in the Labour Party ana trade
unions among the apparatus that have never
heard Of marxist ideas and fear them because
they are Inconvenient tor the policy of cone if·
iatlon with capitalism, But the explanation
of the need for marxism, allied to the pressure for a new type of Labour Party based on
socialist policies and programme, responding
to this stage of history, finds a growing supp·
ort in the LabotI Party.

TROTSKYIST PRESS

Nationalise the press under
Frequent complaints are made by the
Labour Party leaders about the unjust treat·
ment they receive at the hands of the press,
In bourgeois language there is always the
problem of maintaining "freedom' as a~ainst
'license', but whatever the "problem, the
bourgeoisie own the press whether nationally
or locally. There is no major daily national
paper that represents the interests of the
masses. The Morning Star speaks for the very
small Communist Party, while the Labour Par·
ty can only produce Labour Weekly. Thus
there is no mass workers paper in this count·
ry. The capitalist press dominates the scene
and interprets the world through bourgeois
ideas.
This 'free' press simply informs the
bourgeoisie of what is happening in the world
and within this structure, sensationalises the
news as a result of the lntercapitalis t comp·
elition for circulation. News is a commodity,
bought and sold and open to all manner of ad·
ulteratlon. The press is divided into the pap·
ers that provide the bourgeoisie with po/it/cal
and intellectual guidance, and the so-calleri
'popular' press where crime, sport and sens·
ationalism prevail and ideas never appear.
The press in no way shows the spirit or level
Of communication of the masses, it simply
reflects the mentality of the bourgeoisie and
the capacity for commercial gain backed by
the advertisements of big business.
As with the logic of capitalist product·
Ion, control of the press falls into fewer and
fewer hands. The press is essentially contr•
a/led by a few major monopoly firms. It is a
total hypocrisy of capitalism to speak of a
free press - it is a press designed to try to
maintain the allegiance of the petit bourgeois
sectors to capitalism,
The increasing rationalisation of cap·
ifalist production as a whole means inevitably
a rationalisation in the printing industry, as
happened at Bryants Colour Printing and now
directly in the sphere of journalistic 'product·
ion' wholesale redundancy takes place, as at
Beaverbrooks in Glasgow, There has to be a
complete answer to this problem - the press
has to be nationalised under workers control!

those that lead the fight. They have less political
understandiijg but they are united by the same
sentiment and resolution.It is necessary lo finish
with the capitalist life. The vanguard sees, feels,
enters into contact with progress and transmits it.
It adopts the positions, habits, relations of comb·
alivity, solidarity and fraternity that are not just
from the struggle ; they come from very high _press·
ures that demand a much more elevated relationship
than the type of struggle waged at the present mo•
ment can give.
The Popular Union in France, the left front
is a tremendously important event of trade union
and political unity of the workers movement through
the union of the left, but also through a programme
which without being entirely anticapitalisl is such
in essence and is going to impel an immense anti·
capitalist struggle and impel the confidence of the
communist and socialist movement to develop the
anticapita list struggles. This union creates more
favourable conditions for the development of rev·
olutionary currents and changes in the sense of a
revolutionary leadership in the Communist and
Socia list Parties.
The electoral result can give an anlicapit·
alist solution to the situation. Even if Mitterand
can contain and stop his own base, the socialist
base is going to feel stimulated to lead society.
Ar.d it is not going to go on as under the Popular
Front.
The left has already made an immense step
in the directi1ln of triumph. The triumph is the
unity of the class which leads the rest of the pop·
ulation and attracts the gauchistes. The latter are
going lo feel stimulated to transmit their will of
combat and decision into the Popular Union but
seeing, at the same time, that they must accompany
the experience of the class. They cannot replace
this experience with appeals, attacks and a sect·
arian policy which in certain aspects goes against
the interests of the workingclass.
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GERMANY: Arbeiter Stimme organ of the
Gruppe Revolu tionarer Kommunisten
(Trotzkisten)-P Shulz-6 Fim-Postfach
16708-Frankfurt/Main, W Germany.
GREECE: Kommunistiki Pali organ of the
Revolutionary Communist Party
(Trotsky ist)-clandestine.
ITALY: Lotta Operaia organ of the Partido
Comunista Rivoluzionario (Trotskista)Piero Leone-Casella Postale 505900153 Roma Ost-Rome-Italy.
MEXICO: Voz Obrera organ of the Partido
Obrero Revolucionario (Trotskista)
JL Hernandez-Ap do Postal 66'5 87Mexico DF.
PERU: Voz Obrera organ of the Partido
Obrero Revolucionario (Trotskista)
Apartado 5044-Correo CentralLima, Peru.

We appeal to the trade unions in
particular to organise a campaign for full
support to the Portu;:;uese masses, for
trade union rights and the development
of the trade unions in Portugal, for the
ant/capitalist demands that are already
being raised, for support to the. workers
parties.
We appeal to tt1e leaderships ol the
trade unions, to the shop stewards and
factory workers to organise meetings and
discussions with Portuguese workers invited to take part and talk about the dev·
elopment of the struggle following Caetanos overthrow and what it is possible
to do in support.
We appeal for this campaign of solidarity to be used also as a basis for an
intervention of the Labour movement to
impel the unification of the struggle of
the working class on a European scale.
We appeal for a European conference
of workers parties and trade unions, incl·
uding those of the Soviet Union and other
European Workers States, to discuss all
the problems facing the masses in this
final stage of the death agony of capitalism; to organise mobilisations in support
of the Portuguese and Spanish masses.
Many will return to take part in the
developing struggle within Portugal, but
many will stay and continue to form part
of the Labour movement and its struggles.

FULL SUPPORT TO THE MASSES OF PO,HUGAL!!

SPAIN: Lucha Obrera organ of the Partido
Revolucionario (Trotskista)clandestine.

DOWN WITH THE FRANCO REGIME!
FOFI A SINGLE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CENTRE INCLUDING THE , nADE
UNIONS OF THE WORKERS STATES!

SWEDEN: Kommunistik Kamp organ of
the Revolutionara Kommunistika Gruppen
(Trotskistik-posadistik) use address of
British Section

FOR THE UNITED SOVIET SOCIALIST STATES OF EUROPE!

URUGUAY: Frente Obrero organ of the Partido
Obrero Revolucionario (Trotskista) Zulma
Nogara-Gral Flores 2515-MontevideoUruguay.
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side, where a large sector of them came out against
sending the ships to Chile, is weighing on the left
in the Labour P.arty and they feel obliged to resp·
ond to this, even if in a limited way.
The vicious attempt of the NIRC to sequest·
rate the whole funds of the AU EW is an attempt to
exert pressure on the leadership of tt.e union. When
the bourgeoisie is forced to react in this way it is
because they feel that the Labour Party is already
outside of their control and it is a desperate bid
by a sector of the bourgeoisie to attack the work·
ing class. It is not a carefully worked out tactic of
the bourgeoisie, but a measure which will prove
disastrous for them when they have to confront the
ful I mobilisation of the working class against t'1em.
This sfuows the enormous weakness of the bourgeoisie which can only act on the level ot desperate

to bke abl!l to participate in these meetinRst for the
wor ers in me 1aetone:s to oe ao1e 10 cohcrol and
immediately recall alJ representatives who have to
be accountable to the men who elect them. Mass
meetings and committees in the factories are the
way to impose changes on the existing structure
of the trade unions, together with local and regional
mee!i~gs where the base can weigh and determine
in these discussions.
II is important to transform the struggle for
defence of the engineers into a workers offensive
for the expropriation of capital, linking the engin·
eers with all other sectors of the class, including
those sectors in struggle al the moment who took
a very militant part in the MayDay demonstrations;
the nurses, teachers, NALGO etc. All this requires
a continuous political life and functioning.

THE LABOUR LEFT MUST
SUPPORT THEAUEW STRIKE
,, _,.BY MOBILISING WITH-THE
TU~ TO SMASH THE l.R. ACT
moves of this kind. The only perspective they have
is of stimulating right wing sectors in the Labour
Party to come out in defence of the existing hour·
geois legal system and thus contain the struggle
developing within the Labour Party.
The tories are using this as a preparation
to intervene repressively in the name of defending
bourgeois law. The lack of social strength of cap·
italism is also expressed by the fact that the bour·
geoisie are making only very feeble elf orts to
intervene openly, but instead are forced to interv·
ene outside the parliamentary arena, either eland·
estinely through the activities of the Special Branch
and the CIA or through actions of this kind.
The left in the Labour Party must give un·
qualified support to the defence of the AUEW, no
matter what the legal implications are. To deepen
in this way the links between the left in the Labour
Party and the trade unions. The immense pressure
from the base has forced the AUfW to keep up its
opposition to the NIRC and the only course now
open to them is strike action. In order lo develop
the strike and extend it as fully as possible to all
sectors, it is necessary lo combine defence of the
AUEW with the struggle for trade union democracy.
The strike at Cowley clearly showed that
the forms and structures of the trade union move·
ment correspond lo an earlier period, and even if
the shop stewards and leaders are not backward
or bureaucratic, at the same time, neither do they
express the level of political life which exists in
the factories. Struggles such as these cannot stay
on a factory level but must be extended into the
workers. areas. The only way to break the grip of
the right wing both in the Labour Party and inthe
· trade unions is through the independant organs of
the working class in the factories and workers
areas which intervene to defend and impel the
Labour Party programme of nationalisations. This
is the only way to break the rigid structure in the
trade unions and the alliance of the aristocracy of
labour with the right in the Labour Party which
tries to contain the rising struggle within the trade
unions by means of the social compact. Trade union
democracy means mass meetings, for all workers

The development of a left in the trade union
mo.vemenl is a struggle which runs parallel with
the struggle inside the Labour Party. Sectors of
the AUEW leadership were prepared lo capitulate
over this struggle with the NIRC and have been
forced to continue through the constant pressure of
the base, and because the initiative isn't in the
hands of the right wing any more.
The Labour Party cannot refuse lo intervene
and support these struggles for much longer. For
a period they could partly avoid intervening on iss·
ues like Clay Cross, the imprisonment of the Shrew·
sbury building workers and the Price sisters; but
this situation cannot be allowed under a Labour
government. Such blatant and brutal acts of tory
repression as sending the Shrewsbury pickets to
prison, the Industrial Relations Act and the setting
up of the NIRC cannot be tollerated and must be
rejected and denounced as class legislation. The
Labour government must take measures which lac·
ilitate the class struggle and the actions of the
working class; but at the same time, the Labour
movement is not determined by the limitations and
resistance of the government.
It is vital for the Labour government lo
immediately repeal the Industrial Relations Act
and the whole Labour movement should mobilise
to bring this about. The engineers must organise
defence committees against any attempt by the
bourgeoisie to forcibly expropriate union property,
following the example of the South ~ondon district
of the AUEW who previously offered to send del·
achments of workers to defend the union. The AUEW
should call an immediate national strike with occ·
upations, calling for full active support from all
other sectors of the working class.
NO EXPROPRIATION OF UNION FUNDS!
MOBILISE ALL THE LABOUR MOVEMENT TO
DEFEND THE AUEW AND TO PASS FROM DEF·
ENCE OF THE ENGINEERS TO THE FULL IMP·
LEMENTATION OF THE AUEW'S PROGRAMME
OF NA Tl ONA LISA TIONS!!

_L_ --~---------
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There is a struggle of tendencies in Greeca
which has still not reached a definition. The Yan·
kees have not won and neither have those who
want certain measures of economic development ;
the nationalist bourgeois tendencies have been
liquidated. There is an internal struggle. The
position of the bourgeois assassin Karamanlis
results from the fact that he has lo seek the supp·
ort of radica I tendencies in the workers movement,
in the students, with the object of finding a popular
base of support to justify a coup against the junta
Neither his past nor the interests he represents
can testify to anything else.
There is also a tendency that wants to bring
back the king. The Yanks are confronting this
tendency, trying to impel and impose an agreement
and a government which can advance and prepare
Greece again as a centre to exert pressure on the
Balkans and lo have a secure base for NATO. At
the same time, there are tendencies that look for
support in the working class, in the students, not
to give way lo them but to be able lo count on a
point of social support, and a programme leaning
on the nationalisation of oil, either directly or
indirectly. This tendency sees the possibility of
economic development leaning on the struggle, the
resistance of the students and workers (in construction and textiles in particular) to have points
of social support. It wants lo use the strength of
the students and workers movement for this. For
their part, the workers and students try to radicalise the movement, to give it an anticapitalist and
antiimperialist sense. This is reflected in the army
and goes as far as the head of police.
The student masses, the university sectors,
the workers and intellectuals have intervened in
the struggles to try to impel the leaderships to go
further. There were constant antiimperialist decl·
arations. This influences the nationalist wing and
also the imperialist bourgeoisie which wants to
make a coup but sees that if it did it would link
the students, workers and intellectuals to the nat- ·
1onalist wing, so it stops short.
This struggle has gone on for many months.
If there had been a continuation of the November
line it would have won. When the process develops
from November and they have sti II not won and
they have to repress, it is because there is still
no sector secure enough to triumph ; there is a
social disequilibrium with the interests of imperialism.
T';e previous equilibrium tl{at existed around
the king, which concentrated the political power
and arranged the tendencies was broken by the
coup of the military junta in 1967. Greece cannot

return to the king. They can put the king back ag·
ain but they cannot continue governing with the
king or return to a monarchy. Nor does it suit imp·
erialism to have a monarchy. There are going to be
confrontations between imperialism and the local
bourgeoisie ; with the landowners and the church,
because imperialism wants a political leadership
which has a certain peti! bourgeois base of supp·
ort, and the king can no longer be the political
centre. There is going to be quite an accentuated
difference between them ; between Karamanlis and
all the others. They cannot seek an equilibrium as
there was before. The junta lacks resolution bee·
ause it has neither a nationalist nor a bourgeois
equilibrium. The bourgeois sectors are trying to
find a way to come to an agreement and find a
centre.
The workers and students .try to intervene,
to weigh more for a further move to the left. The
November coup was not a coup strictly arranged by
imperialism. Imperialism immediately tried to use
it. But ii imperialism had achieved what it wanted
completely it would have openly imposed its own
policy. When it does not do this, it is because
there is an internal resistance. There is a struggle
inside the junta itself, and outside it, in which
a very great number of young officers want an agreement with the students, with the workers and
even with Papandreou ; they propose that Papand·
reou could be the political party to provide the
solution to this with an antiimperialist programme.
The workers do not have organs, the trade unions
are n~t free. But on the other hand, imperialism
does not dominate, nor do the nationalist tendencies. The concentration camps they have made
hold not only workers but also quite a lot of bourg·
ois. All this shows the state of indecision, in
which the repression is conducted by various tendencies defending themselves from the workers
and the tendency that wants to push forward to a
complete submission to the Yankees.
There is still not a solid perspective because there is no workers movement, no students
movement. The slogan of the struggle for democr·
acy, democratic rights, the freedom of speech and
publications, for the intervention of the state in
the economy, continue to have validity and there
must be an agitation for this.
This is a process in which the line of the
nationalist sectors and the proletariat and stud·
ents that are trying to stimulate them, is combined
with the absence of a Communist or Socialist Party or nationalist movement able to order, canalise
arid organise this movement along a revolutionary
path.

NO COUNTRY CAN MAKE A POLICY INDEPENDENT OF THE WORLD COURSE OF THE REVOLUTION.

It is necessary to take account of the world
influence of the revolution, the influence of the
process in Turkey, with the government of Ecevit
and the policy which has been pushed forward,
which is going to influence Greece a great deal ;
the nationalist wing, the students, the workers,
those who have participated in the mobilisations.
They are :;oing to be stimulated to intervene.
The process in Greece is a very rich example
from which to learn, lo generalise the experience
of how the class is moving, the concentrat~d influence of the revolution in each country and the
irreversible changes in the Soviet Union. In Portugal there is an iron dictatorship and suddenly a
group of 80 officers appear with a manifesto demanding freedom for Angola and Mozambique ; not
just to leave, but freedom, to respect the indepen
dance these peoples want. It is a revolutionary
position. It is not a position which comes from
Angola and Mozambique. It is the world influence
of the revolution, the notion given by the experience and effect on them when they see that capitalism is disintegrating and there is such an advance
of the Workers States, the superiority of life in the
Workers States, in the economy, politics 1 science,
technology in spite of the bureaucracy. This gives
a better idea, a better point of view and proof' to
these sectors. It feeds them politically, intellectually and, above all, socially.
The same thing that is happening in Greece
is happening in all countries. They assassinated
Carrero Blanco in Spain because he was trying to
2
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make changes, and they assassinated Puig to try
to intimidate and prevent changes. But the revol·
ution triumphs anvwav. Spanish capitalism feels
that it cannot progress wi!h fascism; The economy
the centralisation,the development of technology
and of industry are against the government of cap·
ilalism,not only of fascism but of capitalism.
Neither fascism nor capitalism can develop the
economy,technology and science; it is impossible
It is not an imperative of history because the war·
king class and communists exist. Besides, the
working class and the communists,the workers
states are the material representatives of marxism
they represent the necessity of history because
they show the economic,social,scientific and tech·
nical conditions and the working class.It is above
all this influence which determines the situation
in all countries even ii late as was shown in Thailand.
The events in Greece express the relation
of forces on a world scale,in factors such as for
example the attraction of the military nationalist
sectors who can advance to impose their solution
in particular stages.The situation in Peru is not
accidental nor in Ecuador,Mexico nor Venezuela
In Venezuela there is a party of left soldiers and
they are revolutionary,because the programme
which they have is a programme to deprive the
Yanks of everything.The programme of the revel
utionary soldiers in Venezuela is the programme
of nationalising all the oil wells.They do not
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speak of constructing a socialist regime but of
giving democratic rights based on these measures.
Amin in Uganda also shows this.
The relation of world forces has each time
a more decisive weight in the politics of each
country.No country can make a policy indepen·
dent of the world course of the class struggle,ol
the preparations for the war which is the defeat of
Imperialism.It is not an hypothesis.It is a fact
that the constant defeat of the capitalist system
has an influence.It is not possible to make any
correct or logical JlOli!ical line ii the world process is not taken into account.
It is the world process which originates
these movements like Peru,Venezuela,Mexico,
Argentina and in Africa, Lybia and Algeria. II has
antecedents in history. The antecedents are that
the revolution provides the base for the weaken·
ing of the capitalist system and allows movements
to advance to seek liberation because the econ·
omic and social conditions exist and the world
process is a stimulus which encourages the
search for economic progress and these move·
ments see that capitalism cannot do it.The milit·
ary currents come to realise that measures of
nationalisation are necessary because they are
historic conclusions and analysis.They arise from

THE FUNCTION OF THE WORKERS STATES, THE CHANGES NEEDED IN THE COMMUNIST PARTIES.

the economy and the socia I re lat ions of the woress state.They are the forms of nationalised
property and planning;planning which can only be
done with nationalised oroperty.
Although this phenomenon exists in various
places in various forms and unequal relations of
forces,it exists in all the countries which corres·
pond to those that were semi co Ionia I and even
agents of imperialism ,Saudie Arabia,for example
an agent of imperialism,before and now,has developed a team of technicians,scientists,intellec·
!uals who now want to develop the country.To
develop the country there is no other way than to
nationalise.They are stimulated to do this because
there are the workers states,the struggle of the
masses,of the French,British,ltalian,German,La!in
American,and Japanese proletariats.It is these
bases which give them the strength.In Greece also.
This framework allows Greece to develop a military wing which retakes the old movement of Greek
nationalism to seek a solution to the problems.
In Greece problems arose from the failure of two
revolutionary uprisings,the failure of the Comm·
unist Parly,the fall of the authority of the Communist Party and the advance of a great petit hour·
geois movement in which the students and in part

the peasants had a very great weight.The work·
ers movement has no weight.All this gives to this
heterogenous movement a physiognom~ which
does not represent the will of the masses.The
soldiers are based on this.When there are movements of soldiers or movements which tend to con
frontations of the soldiers with political fractions
of the bourgeoisie which allow them to intervene
the masses intervene massively lo try to encour·
age the more left sectors of the bourgeoisie the
petit bourgeoisie, the workers parties and trades
unions -even if they are semi legal, semi eland·
estine or semi official - so that they intervene.
In countries like Greece which has an old
nationalist tradition going back to the war of lib·
eration, the frontier wars, the world war and after
that the postwar revolutionary movements, it is
logical that there should be nationalist tendencies
in the army and that, in this stage, the nationalist
tendencies should increase and deepen. If they do
not appear it is because they have not found the
means to express themselves. There are nationalist tendencies in Thailand and Indonesia. There
are quite important nationalist tendencies in Thai·
land which have relations with China.

It is a very rich process in Greece, It is
partly the same in Portugal and Spain, and comes
from an old process which existed in Greece before
although not with this magnitude. This time there
are nationalist tendencies that are pressing the
need for nationalisations. One of the greatest
fights which is going to happen in Greece will be
over oil; to nationalise the oil!Out with the Yankee
companies! It is necessary to take the examples
of Peru, Ecuador and Algeria. Algeria developed
because it took measures of nationalisation, it
was not just through liba-ation from the French. It
fieed itself from the French and nationalised the
principle sources of production. Then it could
make the progress that it has in these ten years.
Otherwise, it would not have made such a progress. In other countries that have not taken these
measures, ten years of independance have not produced such progress.
It is necessary to learn how to intervene in
this process ; which is not like the IJ'OCess in the
develop~d countries, where the trade unions and
the Communist and Socialist Parties exist and
oblige the bourgeoisie to respect certain democratic liberties.

Break the links bet een
I
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capitalism
Labour
Party
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The bourgeoisie has tried to use the allegations of corruption that have
made against Short and against Wilsons involvement with Field and Mifhench in
erty speculation to attack this Labour government ; because they see that the
wing in the Labour Party leadership no longer have complete and unquestioned
ority to implement a strictly pro-imperialist policy.
On the contrary, the mobilisations,
strikes, occupations and struggles of the
British and European working class have
been accompanied by a powerful devel·
opment of the left in the Labour Party
and trade unions; even though as yet this
left is still not organised. It is disorganised and still timid, but the leadership
cannot ignore its existence. Capitalism
uses the corruption allegations to try to
undermine Labour's support in the petit
bourgeoisie and present the Labour movement as divided and dishonest.
Capitalism tries to make its own
use of the present crisis, but the crisis
itself is real enough. It is part of the
crisis of objectives, interests and aims
that the Labour Party is to serve, the
crisis which is the form of the crisis of
imperialism and the road toward the stra·
ggfe for power in Britain. The revelations against Poulson, T Dan Smith, s:,ort
etc are quite extensive - but only the tip
of the iceberg. A whole secta of tbe
Labour Party is corrupted by the carear·
ism, bourgeois mentality, private interests and a million links with the capitalist system that have dominated the Labour Party through almost its entire exis·
tence. This thoroughly rotten sector has
to be broken! The present crisis is part
of the disintegration of this layer.
The total and irreversibfe crisis
of the world capitalist system and the
constant and uninterrupted advance of
the revolution create the world conditions and world relationship of forces fav·
ourab/e to the revolution that are stimuf·
ating the progress of the left in the Labour Party and encouraging the decision
and determination of the masses to make
this Party into an instrument useful to
human progress, i.e. to the struggle for
socialism. This poses a complete transformation of the Labour Party - its objectives, structure, functioning, policy,
programme and methods. ft means the el-
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imination of the bourgeois conceptio.1 of
the Party, which was the conception with
which the Labour Party was constructed;
in which carearism, an interest in prlv·
ate property and positions on the boards
of private companies were considered
quite respectable: and the Labour Party
apparatus - basing itself on the aristoc·
racy of labour and the trade union bur·
eaucracy - was able to contain or smash
any criticism from the base. The function
of the Labour Party as a parliamentary
electoral apparatus worked against serious political discussion and served the
role of a direct agency of the capitalist
system.
Alf this has to change, and is cha·
nging, under the pressure of historic ev·
ents; the intervention of the masses who
want to change society and the crisis of
capitalism, that together allow these
leaderships very little room for manouevre and compromise. On the contrary, there
is a process of change in all the European Socialist Parties, a process which
cde Posadas characterises as a transformation from sociaf democratic Parties
to being consistently socialist Parties
that are prepared to take measures toward the suppression of the capital/st
regime.
This raises the necessity for the
organisation of the left in the Labour
Party as a tendency with a political fife
that takes positions on each issue arising in the international class and revol·
utionary struggle and that intervenes as a
responsible leadership with the progr·
amme of suppression of capitalism. This
is what it is necessary to organise in the
Labour Party!
Consequently, it is not good enough
to meet the present crisis simply with
the calf for a register of MP's interests.
There is a whole right wing apparatus
other than the MPs, that has structural
links within the capitalist system. As
cde Posadas said, 'It is necessary to

break the links and relations of the ric;t1t
and centre of the Labour Party with cap·
itafism; to break the finks between the
workers movement and the capitalist system.'

This is the discussion which the
left in the Labour Party has to raise now.
It is not just a question of corruption in
the sense that some MPs can be bought
or get involved in illegal deals or spec·
ulation. It is the whole bourgeois inter·
est in defending private property, in per·
sonaf profit and consequently, inevitably
opposing the revolutionary interests of
the working class. The same with the
trade union bureaucracy : The Whelan
case in Nottingham brings to fight the
fact that a trade union official in the
N.U.M. can be getting a salary of over
£3,000 pa and a free house worth many
thousands of pounds as we/ I as other
fringe benefits. It is not surprising that
Whelan bases his defence against shoplifting charges on the assertion that 'he
was against the strike'. It is necessary
to denounce this corruption!
New cadres of a different sort are
needed, and are developing, irJ the Lab·
our Party and trade unions. Cadres that
are not motivated by self interest and
carearism, but by the desire to be use·
ful in history, to represent human progr·
ess in the struggle for socialism. Pro/·
etarian leaders that see the solution to all
the problems of society and the economy
in the elimination of the capitalist syst·
em and organise their activity according
to this perspective.
The objectives of an organisation
determine, ultimately, its structure and
functioning. The more the left in the Labour Partv advances in its political, theo·
retical an_d programmatic /eve/ and capacity, then the more pressing the need
for fundamental change in the structure
of the Labour Party. It is necessary to
elevate the political level and the org·
anisation of the left so as to give the
conditions for a disciplined political functioning that is based on the necessity
&f defeating capitalism and constructing
socialism. The masses have to be able

to weigh in the Labour Party - begining
with public meetings of the Labour Party
to discuss each event in the str:.iggle and
the crisis of capitalism to see how to
advance.
The left has to deepen its links
with the masses and their struggles so
the left gives a political perspective to
their strikes and mobilisations and so,
at the same time, the masses can interv·
ene into the Labour Party. The most com·
pfete form of this interaction is the Party
cell. The experience of factory branches
of the Labour Party (in Sheffield for ex·
ample) - though extremely limited - is
very important in this respect and has to
be extended so that all the workers in a
factory can participate in the factory br·
anch with ideas, opinions and discussion.
This has to be combiued with the funct·
ioning of factory committees and mass
assemblies that are organisms of power.
It is necessary to discuss the exp·
erience of the Bolshevik Party in the
Russian Revolution and the way in which
the Party cell acted as a bridge, carry·
ing the analysis, ideas, slogans of the
Party to the masses and the masses carried their own preoccupations, passion,
capacity of action into the Party.
A disciplined and centralised cell
functioning, fused with the life of the
masses is not going to emerge in the
Labour Party tomorrow, but the Labour
masses are seeking the way to break the
apparatus and transform their Party into
a revolutionary workers Party based on
the trade unions. The left has to organ•
ise itself according to this perspective.
Apart from the necessity for the
masses to be able to intervene in the
Labour Party and the struggle for trade
union democracy, a more intense political
life of discussion has to develop in the
Labour Party so that the world forces and
structure of the revolutionary process
can be seen in their entirety and so wor·
Id points of support can be found in the
generalisation of the experiences of the
struggle of the masses of all the world,
in the enormous progress of the Workers
States and tlieir intervention that is favourable to the struggle against imper·
ia/ism.

A very notable aspect of this process is the
altitude of the pro-Soviet Greek Communist Party
which speaks openly of an alliance with all the
progressive forces, including tendencies of the
army, lo overthrow the pro-imperialist junta, even
making agreements with democratic sectors though not submitting to them - with the object
of pushing forward the democratic struggle toward
0 ocialism.
The attitude of the Soviets, through the Comm·
uni st Party, is going to have a great influence.
When the Communist Party takes a much firmer
class position, it is important because they are
trying to solve the problem of ordering the Comm·
unist Parties in Greece. They are cleaning out the
insecure, vacillating parties, mixed with the bour·
geoisie, bourgeois careerism, they are cleaning
out the leaderships, leaders and militants linked
to the bourgeoisie in each country. It is necessary
to pay a lot of attention to the struggle in the
Communist Party.It means that there is a struggle
in the Soviet Union too. The Greek Communist
Party previously said that all the military junta
were assassins. Now they propose an alliance
'including the military nationalists', and call for
a popular government. They are learning to differ·
entiate between the military, to see those that are
influenced by the revolution, who see the need to
advance - even within the bourgeois camp - and
cannot do it with these bourgeois leaderships.
They have to seek alliances with the Workers
States, with the students, and, at the same time,
they have to defend themselves from the workers
and students. So this has consequences that are
not favourable to capitalism. Without submitting
to any of the leaderships, ii is necessary to use
every step, every movement which they are oblig·
ed to develop, to impel them to go forward and for
the workers and students movements to win democratic demands accompanied by economic demands
for nationalisations, planning, workers control,
factory and area councils, councils of workers and
peasants.
The Workers States have a very great weight
in aII this process. It is necessary to understand
the function of the Workers State and their weight
in the process. We have already said before, 'the
Greek Communist Party is a party that has coll·
apsed, a colonial party ; ii has to change'.
'Everything that goes against the Soviet
Union loses'. Although a group can make protests
they ultimately lose, because the leadership of
history does not go through the groups but through
the centres that decide, that have shown that they
decide economically. The groups have importance
in as much as they can weigh with ideas in certain
events ; in ordering and orientating, but they can·
not decide new movements or create new move·
ments. They can do it if they have ideas, if they
have positions and programme which correspond to
necessity and at the same time can organise, canal
ise or originate revolutionary movements or activ·
ity like ourselves. But even so, they cannot devel·
op as their om movement in competition with the
mass movements that already exist. Al a certain
stage they have to try to understand the mass
movement and seek a fusion with ii.
This is not a passing phenomenon in Greece.
It is a phenomenon which exists everywhere. The
Communist Parties have to change. They cannot
continue the old game of allowing the bourgeoisie
and imperialism to decide and give the orders.
Today new factors emerge which the old parties,
the socialists and the co ,1munists cannot domin
ate. They are dragged along, history imposes and
they are obliged to make changes, they have to
modify their policy and understand how to inter·
vene in the process.
The events in Greece must resu It in the
organisation of a tendency which can function
combining democratic demands with economic
dem~nds of nationalisations, like oil ; nationalis·
ation under workers control and with planning that
serves asa basis from which Greece can be devel·
oped. This is going to impel a nationalist wing,
although !hEJe is also a proimperialis! wing that
depends on funds from imperialism. Consequently,
we propose that the Workers States intervene with

els made this loan to Turkey everyone, the left
groups included, criticised them as 'allies of
fascism and reaction'. We said, 'we are in agree·
men!. This does not support reaction, they are
preparing reaction's down fa II'. If it were a revol·
utionary leadership it would have another policy ;
but as it is not, within this leadership, this is the
sense of such an action. The result is that it is
not Demirel that wins but Ecevil ; and they have
given avery great blow to reaction in Turkey. They
improve their relations with the Soviet Union to
such an extent that they allowed the Soviet planes
lo fly over as they went to help the Syrians and
Egyptians. Greece and Turkey did not give their
bases for the NATO planes, but they allowed the
Soviets to fly their planes over. The Greeks have
s.ti 11 not revoked th is measure.
Part of the conciliatory policy of the communists is supported on these conclusions. They
see this process - they do not dominate it but
they see it, they feel it and they support them·
selves on it. They hope that they are going to
disorganise capitalism and win over layers with
the interpenetrative policy. It is not a hope to
fortify or mail•lain capitalism, but lo try to suppr·
e~s it in this way. So we refer to it as 'revolut·
ionary reformism'. They are trying to suppress
capitalism. In Hungary they have thrown out the
liberal reformers who were supporting the Ota Siks,
the Dubceks and Solzhenitsyns.
The central basis for this process is the
existence of the Workers States and the change
of policy of the Workers States, which is favour·
able to the struggle against imperialism. Although
!his change may not have a markedly, in!en!ionally or primordially revolutionary cha racier, they
have no choice but to confront imperialism and to
stimulate, support, encourage and orientate a rev·
olutionary policy of suppressing capitalism, of
suppressing imperialism.
It is necessary to count on and support oneself on the world process of the struggle of the
masses. Turkey is going to influence the students
and the workers, and it is necessary to expect
more extensive movements.
The students have intervened with a great
passion, expecting to impel and to give form and
order to develop the movement. They have not been
able to do this because they did not have decis·
ive social force and because sectors able to do it
have not acted in this way, Papandreou amongst
them. Within this, there is the declaration of the
head of police, lonnides, who said, 'The only one
who can deal with all this is Papandreou'. Papan·
dreou is not the Atlantic Pact. The declarations
that Papandreou made are quite interesting. It is
necessary to expect a much deeper struggle in the
junta and it is necessary to intervene with the
programme of democratic demands.
It is necessary to appeal to the Workers
States to intervene. Now it is not the epoch ofStalin. The bureaucracy has its own interests, but
it can no longer do anything which works historically against the Workers States. It is the world
structure of the revolution that determines and
impels this process of partial regEfleration.
The crisis of capitalism is total, economic·
ally, socially, morally, politically, militarily. The
basis of this crisis is the natural process of crisis
of capitalism, its internal contradictions and the
powerful advance of the world revolution, of the
Workers Stales and the partial regeneration. This
process weakens the structure and authority of the
capitalist system.And sectors - like in the army who were servants of capitalism, have their conf·
idence in capital ism weakened. They see the progress of the Workers States and they see that this
is the solution for the backward countries. This is
how these nationalist tendencies arise. They seek
to use and support themselves on this world proc·
ess of the revolution for a series of social and
economic solutions which are not rigorously capitalist. And this is why they have to seek support
in the workers movement, in the petil bourgeoisie
and peasantry. It is necessary to use and impel
these sectors who seek to advance, eliminating
the right, the king and imperialism but not depend·
ing on any of the othe~ sectors. They are the result of this phase of history.

money ; as they did in Turkey with the loan or
$400 million for the search for oil. When the Sovi·
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THE S/fiNIFICllNCl OF THE OCCUPATION OF THE RllTElltJ
FACTORY AND THE ElECTIONS IN FRANCE. <extracts> J.Posadas
The occupation of Rateau shows the level of
consciousness of the masses of the world. France
is not a Workers State, it is a capitalist state but
the masses live in this way. This occupation is
the third of this type in the last few years. It is a
sympton of a whole internal process in the class
that is seeking socialism. This is the reason for
capitalism's great fear of the elections. It sees
that the working class is seeking this solution and
it has the Popular Union. This has a limited prog·
ramme, but the aspirations, will and decision ol the
class bypass the limitations of the programme. This
is what frightens the bourgeoisie.
There is a process of elevation of the revol·
utionary struggle throughout the world, and France.
This elevation is impelled by the will ol the mass·
es to go to power. Rateau expresses it; this occ·
upation communicates with the occupation at LIP,
with Sud Aviation in 1968, with the occupation of
Renault Billancourt by 25,000 workers in 1971, in
which the proletariat already showed its immense
maturity.
The proletariat showed that ii was mature
enough to exert pressure on its leadership, to beat
it without breaking from ii. To have broken with it
would have meant breaking its own internal unity
and it is this that the class tries lo maintain. And
it succeeded in maintaining itself united whilst
confronting its leadership.
The situation today is better. It is not that
the changes come directly from the leadership; from
LIP to Rateau the progress is shown in a much
more powerful and cei1tralised way through the
vanguard. They have transmitted their will to all
France. The world vanguard has advanced and has
nourished the decision of the proletarian vanguard,
the petit bourgeoisie and the peasantry in France.
The decomposition, disintegration and internal
clashes within French capitalism go on. The van·
guard fee Is that it now has more sol id points of
support, a!though its leadership does not underst·
and ii. When the leadership of the Communist Party
in particular, and also the Socialist Party, yield to

the pressure of the base that says, 'We want to go
to the government', the vanguard is a lot more sure
of itself and shows itself decisive and without
hesitation. It feels that it has already pushed its
leadership forward. This is why it gives more imp·
orlance lo the Common Programme and the elect·
ions than its own strikes; it hopes that through the
elections ii is going to reach the power that is
going to allow it to resolve all the other problems.
It is this maturity of the working class that impos·
e,s confidence on the leadership to advance: The
vanguard makes its leadership advance.
The collective meals at Rateau are the coll·
ective meals of the entire proletarian vanguard who
see that the Communist Party is yieiding and this
reinforces their courage. This provokes confusion
among the gauchisles, like 'Lutte Ouvriere' and
'Rouge' who are obliged to support these struggles
and do not know how to justify the error they are
commiling in presenting their own candidates in
the elections. They are going lo feel isolated. They
can be - and if they carry on like this they are
going to be - a receptacle of anti Soviet tendencies
who begin with antibureaucratic criticisms and end
up encouraging and allying with all the antiSoviet
tendencies who want, in one way or another, to
oppose the programme of the Communist Party.
'Rouge' should maintain its criticisms of the
Communist Party - ii has the right to do this and
some of its criticisms are very good - but also
making an analysis, for example, of Rateau, The
vanguard in Rateau criticised its leadership but
did nothing to prejudice it. It is necessary to main·
lain the criticisms, but also formulating slogans
for progress. When those that have been elecled
have to participate in the kitchen and wash the
pots, which they would not have done yesterday,
it is because tlfey are pushed by a wind that comes
from the entire world, from the Workers States and
the other countries. This is what the gauchistes
have to understand.
The people who went into Rateau did not go
just to celebrate. They have the same maturity as

There is no halt way house in the form of
cooperatives, cooperatives cannot survive in
the jungle world of capitalist competition.
But the process of occupations at Bryants and
elsewhere shows how the answer of the work·
ing class tends to go outside the legal norms
of capitaflsm and poses both nationalisation
and workers control as logical solutions.
The press Is a weapon in the arsenal
of the bourgeoisie. All the campaign that is
being carried out against the Labour govern·
ment at this moment has as its objective the
attempt to stimulate resistance to the Lab·
our government and with the decided sectors
it is a means of preparing the way tor a coup.
The power of the press and the media are
vastly exagerated - they give a purely illus·
ory sense of the strength of the bourgeoisie,
In no way do they give a trace of the power
of the masses, and at the same time, there is
no reason for the masses to have to put up
with the rotten ant/socialist rubbish purveyed
by the bourgeois press against the unions,
against the Workers States and against the
working class.
NATIONALISE THE PRESS UNDER WORKERS CONTROL/ ALL TENDENCIES IN THE
MOVEMENT FOR THE STRUGGLE FOR
SOC/AL/SM TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE
PRESSES AT A NOMINAL FEE.
Access to the best means
of public
at ion is as much a demo er atic right as the
right to organise unions or hold demonstrat·
ions. The bourgeois control-of the press is an
impediment to the free circulation of ideas
and the development of a mass press that dis·
cusses all the ideas of the class In the frame·
work of socialist ideas.
On the basis of the nationalisation of
the pre 0 s under workers control it will be
possible to develop teams of writers committ·
ed to the construction of socialism, no longer
concerned with the journalistic trivia of the
bourgeois world, which constructs and teaches
nothing, Every printing plant that is taken
over in a struggle shOu/d place its equipment
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The world situation is weighing much more
in Britain, breaking the traditional isolation of the
British Labour movement from influences of the
world revolution. The events in Portugal in the last
period, the tremendous upheavals there, have forced
the Labour Party lo take a position and recognise
the new regime, and now the NEC of the Labour
Party have also come out calling for the recognit·
ion of Guinea Bissau. The elections in France,
which are not simply presidential elections but a
struggle· as lo who leads France, the working class
or the. bourgeoisie, the elections in Belgium where
the Socialist Party, after years of participation in
a bourgeois coalition this time decides to go into
opposition, are all profound expressions of the
advaoce of the Socialist and Social Democratic
Parties of Europe toward the taking of power. There
is a process of unification of all the forces of the
left, socialist and communist, and the developm·
ent and organisation of new left sectors within
these parties.
Where does all this confidence come. from?
Not from within these parties themselves, because
the bourgeois democratic structures of these part·
... ies_ d.o _11_01 ~IJO,'r'I !!J~Jre~ _!le~elopment of i_deas ~nd..
influences within them, but the forces enter these
parties through the struggle of the working class
on all sides, through the struggle of the masses

NA T/ONAL/SE THE PRESS UNDER WORK·
ERS CONTROL!

W.C.2

The effect of the overthrow of the
fascist regime of Caetano in Portugal and
the upsurge of the class and revolutionary struggle in Portugal is not confined
to Portugal alone. It is going to have an
effect in the whole of Europe, in the elections in France in Spain where the
working class and ~e rest of the exploit·
ed masses are going to be encouraged in
their struggle to finish with Franco. All
this is going to be transmitted in the
most direct 'way by the Portuguese workers in France, Germany, Holland and this
country.
The Portuguese workers who come
from a backward, agrarian country have
been educated, as cde Posadas analysed,
'educated and developed in the functioning of the class, receiving the political,
trade union and revolutionary influence
of the workers centres, trade unions, com
mun/st and socialist parties in Germany,
France, Belgium and to some extent Brit·
ain'. *
In Britain, organised in the TGWU
ln!elnatio'!al branch for example, together
with Spanish and other immigrant workers
they are an important element in the str·
uggle to raise wages in the catering ind·
ustry which is notorious for its low pay
and bad conditions. And they have played
a central part in organising support for
the struggle of the masses in Mozambique
Angola and Guinea Bio:sau.
'
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throughout the world, in Portugal, Ethiopia and the
Workers States on the one hand and the complete
and utter decomposition of capitalism on the other.
The Parliamentary Labour Party meeting
he Id this week on Chi le was a further blow for the
right wing leadership of the Labour Party, and
shows the development of a real current in the
Labour Party prepared to discuss and defend soc·
ialist positions and ideas. At the same time, the
limitations of these sectors are all too apparent
because they still do not appear as an organised
tendency with an independant programme and pol·
icy but tend lo intervene on individual issues and
this allows the right wing to maintain its control
over the party.
Nevertheless, the massive struggle going on
in the Labour Party aver the government's dee·
ision to send the warships to Chile could never
have taken place at an earlier stage. When Ca llagh·
an says that they need to send the ships to Chile
in order to help finance the costs of defence and
the armed forces, and claims that the shipyard
workers need the work given by the orders placed
by the Chilean junta, the left should answer progr·
.· ammatically, cal,lipgJoJ.t~!l ~crapping of the, arms
bill, the withdrawal of troops from Northern Ireland
and the nationalisation of the shipyards. The alt·
itude and mood of the shipyard workers on Clyde·

the Portuguese massesl
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Democracy , nationalism and the .. class struggle 1n Greece.

at the disposal of tendencies that struggle
for socialism, not try simply to produce the
same bourgeois paper (as happened In the
recent dispute in Nottingham) •.
Newspapers, television, radio i:ave to
be taken out of the realm of commercial prof/,
and placed within the perspective of the socialist planning of the economy, The bourge·
ois press Is devoted to private Interest and
idiotic forms of individual/sm: A press on the
basis of nationalisation would be Jn the con•
structive service of the masses, It would be
a means of social education and finish with
all the garrulous columns of bourgeois journ•
a/ism, It would be open to the permanent i11tervention of the masses, the workers, the
women, youth, schools, factories, offices etc,
It would be an instrument of social progress,
We appeal for this demand to be put
forward by the printing unions - just as the
nationalisation of the film industry has been
proposed by the cinematograph union. We
appeal to the left in the Labour Party to sup•
port this position and repudiate the farce of
a Royal Commission proposed by Wilson, The
theory of the free press is a liberal inventfon,
It never existed, and under the rule of finance
capital it is a cynical lie to defend the spec·
ia/ interests of the bourgeoisie, It is necess·
ary to take a class position on the question
of the press with no concession to the trav·
esty of the myth of the free press.
We call on the left in the Labour Party
and trade unions to /Ink the demand for the
nationalisation of the press with the extens·
ion of the programme Of nationalisation under
workers control and to llnk this with the dem·
a~d for a daily paper ot the Labour Party. The
big Communist Parties have their daily pap·
ers, l'Humanite and Unita, why not th"e Lab•
our Party? This means a discussion through·
out the Labour Party and trade unions, not
just to find the financial means, but the nee•
essary base for such a paper - which is a
better political life, profounder links with the
workers in the factories and with all the pop•
ulation, a real effort to develop teams of
dedicated revolutionary journal/sts,
Capitalism will furiously resist all eff·
~rts to expropriate its press, its banks and
rndustr/es, but as part of the preparation of
the controntat~on with capit~f/sm, it is nee·
essary to sub1ect the quest10n of the 'free'
f!ress_ to a mere/less onslaught, to be audac·
1ous in repudiating all the rubbish about free·
dom which means 'freedom' for the few while
the rest of humanitv can Fot. There wi 11 be a
re~lstance in the Labour Party ana trade
unions among the apparatus that have never
heard Of marxist ideas and fear them because
they are Inconvenient tor the policy of cone if·
iatlon with capitalism, But the explanation
of the need for marxism, allied to the pressure for a new type of Labour Party based on
socialist policies and programme, responding
to this stage of history, finds a growing supp·
ort in the LabotI Party.

TROTSKYIST PRESS

Nationalise the press under
Frequent complaints are made by the
Labour Party leaders about the unjust treat·
ment they receive at the hands of the press,
In bourgeois language there is always the
problem of maintaining "freedom' as a~ainst
'license', but whatever the "problem, the
bourgeoisie own the press whether nationally
or locally. There is no major daily national
paper that represents the interests of the
masses. The Morning Star speaks for the very
small Communist Party, while the Labour Par·
ty can only produce Labour Weekly. Thus
there is no mass workers paper in this count·
ry. The capitalist press dominates the scene
and interprets the world through bourgeois
ideas.
This 'free' press simply informs the
bourgeoisie of what is happening in the world
and within this structure, sensationalises the
news as a result of the lntercapitalis t comp·
elition for circulation. News is a commodity,
bought and sold and open to all manner of ad·
ulteratlon. The press is divided into the pap·
ers that provide the bourgeoisie with po/it/cal
and intellectual guidance, and the so-calleri
'popular' press where crime, sport and sens·
ationalism prevail and ideas never appear.
The press in no way shows the spirit or level
Of communication of the masses, it simply
reflects the mentality of the bourgeoisie and
the capacity for commercial gain backed by
the advertisements of big business.
As with the logic of capitalist product·
Ion, control of the press falls into fewer and
fewer hands. The press is essentially contr•
a/led by a few major monopoly firms. It is a
total hypocrisy of capitalism to speak of a
free press - it is a press designed to try to
maintain the allegiance of the petit bourgeois
sectors to capitalism,
The increasing rationalisation of cap·
ifalist production as a whole means inevitably
a rationalisation in the printing industry, as
happened at Bryants Colour Printing and now
directly in the sphere of journalistic 'product·
ion' wholesale redundancy takes place, as at
Beaverbrooks in Glasgow, There has to be a
complete answer to this problem - the press
has to be nationalised under workers control!

those that lead the fight. They have less political
understandiijg but they are united by the same
sentiment and resolution.It is necessary lo finish
with the capitalist life. The vanguard sees, feels,
enters into contact with progress and transmits it.
It adopts the positions, habits, relations of comb·
alivity, solidarity and fraternity that are not just
from the struggle ; they come from very high _press·
ures that demand a much more elevated relationship
than the type of struggle waged at the present mo•
ment can give.
The Popular Union in France, the left front
is a tremendously important event of trade union
and political unity of the workers movement through
the union of the left, but also through a programme
which without being entirely anticapitalisl is such
in essence and is going to impel an immense anti·
capitalist struggle and impel the confidence of the
communist and socialist movement to develop the
anticapita list struggles. This union creates more
favourable conditions for the development of rev·
olutionary currents and changes in the sense of a
revolutionary leadership in the Communist and
Socia list Parties.
The electoral result can give an anlicapit·
alist solution to the situation. Even if Mitterand
can contain and stop his own base, the socialist
base is going to feel stimulated to lead society.
Ar.d it is not going to go on as under the Popular
Front.
The left has already made an immense step
in the directi1ln of triumph. The triumph is the
unity of the class which leads the rest of the pop·
ulation and attracts the gauchistes. The latter are
going lo feel stimulated to transmit their will of
combat and decision into the Popular Union but
seeing, at the same time, that they must accompany
the experience of the class. They cannot replace
this experience with appeals, attacks and a sect·
arian policy which in certain aspects goes against
the interests of the workingclass.

.-
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We appeal to the trade unions in
particular to organise a campaign for full
support to the Portu;:;uese masses, for
trade union rights and the development
of the trade unions in Portugal, for the
ant/capitalist demands that are already
being raised, for support to the. workers
parties.
We appeal to tt1e leaderships ol the
trade unions, to the shop stewards and
factory workers to organise meetings and
discussions with Portuguese workers invited to take part and talk about the dev·
elopment of the struggle following Caetanos overthrow and what it is possible
to do in support.
We appeal for this campaign of solidarity to be used also as a basis for an
intervention of the Labour movement to
impel the unification of the struggle of
the working class on a European scale.
We appeal for a European conference
of workers parties and trade unions, incl·
uding those of the Soviet Union and other
European Workers States, to discuss all
the problems facing the masses in this
final stage of the death agony of capitalism; to organise mobilisations in support
of the Portuguese and Spanish masses.
Many will return to take part in the
developing struggle within Portugal, but
many will stay and continue to form part
of the Labour movement and its struggles.

FULL SUPPORT TO THE MASSES OF PO,HUGAL!!

SPAIN: Lucha Obrera organ of the Partido
Revolucionario (Trotskista)clandestine.

DOWN WITH THE FRANCO REGIME!
FOFI A SINGLE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CENTRE INCLUDING THE , nADE
UNIONS OF THE WORKERS STATES!

SWEDEN: Kommunistik Kamp organ of
the Revolutionara Kommunistika Gruppen
(Trotskistik-posadistik) use address of
British Section

FOR THE UNITED SOVIET SOCIALIST STATES OF EUROPE!

URUGUAY: Frente Obrero organ of the Partido
Obrero Revolucionario (Trotskista) Zulma
Nogara-Gral Flores 2515-MontevideoUruguay.
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side, where a large sector of them came out against
sending the ships to Chile, is weighing on the left
in the Labour P.arty and they feel obliged to resp·
ond to this, even if in a limited way.
The vicious attempt of the NIRC to sequest·
rate the whole funds of the AU EW is an attempt to
exert pressure on the leadership of tt.e union. When
the bourgeoisie is forced to react in this way it is
because they feel that the Labour Party is already
outside of their control and it is a desperate bid
by a sector of the bourgeoisie to attack the work·
ing class. It is not a carefully worked out tactic of
the bourgeoisie, but a measure which will prove
disastrous for them when they have to confront the
ful I mobilisation of the working class against t'1em.
This sfuows the enormous weakness of the bourgeoisie which can only act on the level ot desperate

to bke abl!l to participate in these meetinRst for the
wor ers in me 1aetone:s to oe ao1e 10 cohcrol and
immediately recall alJ representatives who have to
be accountable to the men who elect them. Mass
meetings and committees in the factories are the
way to impose changes on the existing structure
of the trade unions, together with local and regional
mee!i~gs where the base can weigh and determine
in these discussions.
II is important to transform the struggle for
defence of the engineers into a workers offensive
for the expropriation of capital, linking the engin·
eers with all other sectors of the class, including
those sectors in struggle al the moment who took
a very militant part in the MayDay demonstrations;
the nurses, teachers, NALGO etc. All this requires
a continuous political life and functioning.

THE LABOUR LEFT MUST
SUPPORT THEAUEW STRIKE
,, _,.BY MOBILISING WITH-THE
TU~ TO SMASH THE l.R. ACT
moves of this kind. The only perspective they have
is of stimulating right wing sectors in the Labour
Party to come out in defence of the existing hour·
geois legal system and thus contain the struggle
developing within the Labour Party.
The tories are using this as a preparation
to intervene repressively in the name of defending
bourgeois law. The lack of social strength of cap·
italism is also expressed by the fact that the bour·
geoisie are making only very feeble elf orts to
intervene openly, but instead are forced to interv·
ene outside the parliamentary arena, either eland·
estinely through the activities of the Special Branch
and the CIA or through actions of this kind.
The left in the Labour Party must give un·
qualified support to the defence of the AUEW, no
matter what the legal implications are. To deepen
in this way the links between the left in the Labour
Party and the trade unions. The immense pressure
from the base has forced the AUfW to keep up its
opposition to the NIRC and the only course now
open to them is strike action. In order lo develop
the strike and extend it as fully as possible to all
sectors, it is necessary lo combine defence of the
AUEW with the struggle for trade union democracy.
The strike at Cowley clearly showed that
the forms and structures of the trade union move·
ment correspond lo an earlier period, and even if
the shop stewards and leaders are not backward
or bureaucratic, at the same time, neither do they
express the level of political life which exists in
the factories. Struggles such as these cannot stay
on a factory level but must be extended into the
workers. areas. The only way to break the grip of
the right wing both in the Labour Party and inthe
· trade unions is through the independant organs of
the working class in the factories and workers
areas which intervene to defend and impel the
Labour Party programme of nationalisations. This
is the only way to break the rigid structure in the
trade unions and the alliance of the aristocracy of
labour with the right in the Labour Party which
tries to contain the rising struggle within the trade
unions by means of the social compact. Trade union
democracy means mass meetings, for all workers

The development of a left in the trade union
mo.vemenl is a struggle which runs parallel with
the struggle inside the Labour Party. Sectors of
the AUEW leadership were prepared lo capitulate
over this struggle with the NIRC and have been
forced to continue through the constant pressure of
the base, and because the initiative isn't in the
hands of the right wing any more.
The Labour Party cannot refuse lo intervene
and support these struggles for much longer. For
a period they could partly avoid intervening on iss·
ues like Clay Cross, the imprisonment of the Shrew·
sbury building workers and the Price sisters; but
this situation cannot be allowed under a Labour
government. Such blatant and brutal acts of tory
repression as sending the Shrewsbury pickets to
prison, the Industrial Relations Act and the setting
up of the NIRC cannot be tollerated and must be
rejected and denounced as class legislation. The
Labour government must take measures which lac·
ilitate the class struggle and the actions of the
working class; but at the same time, the Labour
movement is not determined by the limitations and
resistance of the government.
It is vital for the Labour government lo
immediately repeal the Industrial Relations Act
and the whole Labour movement should mobilise
to bring this about. The engineers must organise
defence committees against any attempt by the
bourgeoisie to forcibly expropriate union property,
following the example of the South ~ondon district
of the AUEW who previously offered to send del·
achments of workers to defend the union. The AUEW
should call an immediate national strike with occ·
upations, calling for full active support from all
other sectors of the working class.
NO EXPROPRIATION OF UNION FUNDS!
MOBILISE ALL THE LABOUR MOVEMENT TO
DEFEND THE AUEW AND TO PASS FROM DEF·
ENCE OF THE ENGINEERS TO THE FULL IMP·
LEMENTATION OF THE AUEW'S PROGRAMME
OF NA Tl ONA LISA TIONS!!

ary state, without which the economy will
remain fragmented. It is necessary to make
a c"mpaign of influence on Spain, in such a
way as to diffuse the progress, to spread
the progress of these countries to Spain.
This progress in Portugal continues w.hat
was expressed in Spain and which ended in
the bombing of Carrero Blanco. The murder
of Carrero Bl an co has al ready broken fascism in Spain. If it still continues it is
because it has the apparatus. But it is obliged to give way.
It is necessary to raise a programme
of support for the struggle of the masses in
Portugal. Appealing for a mobilisation of
the workers centres, of the workers parties
of Europe; Communist, Socialist, left Radical, Trotskyist Posadists. A united front in
support of this movement with demonstrations and meetings to apply pressure on the
bourgeoisie of each country! To send delegations and to make meetings together
with the Portuguese workers and for them
to participate with this programme of
agrarian reform, distribution of the alnd,
expropriation of the landowners and nationalisation without compensation, nationalisation of the principle sources of production, functioning under workers control,
full trade union and democratic rights,
freedom of press, of ideas, of speech, of
functioning and of organisation, of discussion of every problem, discussion with the
military, the right of trade union organisation for soldiers. To draw, communicate,
and spread the experience making a full
agitation. Showing that fascism was installed in Portugal because there are no democratic rights and that it did not develop the
economy because there is no relation or coordination between the interests of the
population, democratic rights and the development of the economy.
The soldiers have served as a base of
support and a bulwark of fascism in Portugal. Demand the right to trade union orq.
anisation for the soldiers and police. Draw
the experiences of the recent past. This is
the programme that the Communists, and
Socialist Parties, the Left Radicals, the
Posadists, Trotskyists of every tendency,
the trade unions and workers centres throughout Europe have to carry forward.
It is necessary to appeal to the Workers
States, to the Socialist Countries, to China,
to the USSR, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Germany to intervene. The trade
unions, the Communist Parties, the workers
centres of the Workers States have to
intervene making appeals for support for
the Portuguese masses. Giving economic
support and aid, making demonstrations
and meetings, appealing for strikes throughout Europe in support of the liberation
movement in the colonies and the struggle
of the masses in Portugal, to pressure the
bourgeoisie, to elevate the young officers
and soldiers to a better political function
with a socialist programme. This is the
.conclusion it is necessary to draw to
strengthen the progress of the Popular
Union in France, the Socialist, Communist.,
Trotskyist, Posadist parties in all Europe in
this struggle which will be an enormous
impuls& and to take this as part of this
general process of activity and struggle. It
is npt simply one more activity and the
downfall of a dictatorship. It is the overthrow of a dictatorship! Imperialism was
powerless to support it, as it was powerless
to maintain its power in Vietnam. It no
longer has the historic means to do it. It
has military and economic power but n6
social capacity. It is disintegrating. It is
necessary to do this in such a way that it
influences the masses in the United States,
for them to feel that imp&rialism, with
NATO is defeated in Portugal too, by
means of this movement of young officers,
and that they in turn reflect the great pressure and influence of the struggle of the
masses.
It is necessary to take th is process as a
whole, in such a way that it serves as a
bridge, a stimulus for the development of
the struggle of all the masses and to the
intervention of the Workers States in a consistent and more profound way, unifying
the anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist with
the anti-capitalist struggle It is necessary to
struggle for the unconditional rights, and
for the liberty of all the colonies. So that

they can develop the economy and production according to the needs of the population. Imperial ism is going to try to interfere to prevent the development and the
liberty of the colonies. The interests of
imperialism in investment in Mozambique,
and in Angola above all, as in Guinea
Bissau, are going to try. to weigh and to
influence. It is necessary to make mobilisations in each country to prevent this.
Out with imperialism! All the wealth, all
the production of Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and Angola must pass into the hands
of the population of these countires. Carry
this into the discussion in all the world and
show that these people have the right and
the need to expel imperialism. All the
wealth that is there does not belong to
imperialism, it belongs to ttie population of
these countries who have to develop it. It is
necessary to appeal to the Workers States
for collaboration to plan production. It is
necessary to maintain the freedom of the
colonies at any cost. Out with imperialist
troops from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin
America! Out with impe~ialism and all its
troops! Out with NATO! Out with all the
naval, air force and military bases of imperialism in Europe! Out from Germany,
out from Spain, Portugal and all the colonies!
It is necessary to elevate this struggle in
such a way that it gives to the liberation
movement of Gu.inea Bissau, Angola, Mozambique a solid perspective, counting upon
the support of the European proletariat.
The European proletariat has to feel this
struggle; has to support the conception that
the Portuguese people liberate the colonies. The Portuguese people cannot ask for
their own liberty without demanding freedom for the colonies which are being oppressed. It is not true that the loss of the
colonies reduces and leads to a decline in
the standard of life in Portugal. What declines is the power and the accumulation of
capitalism. It is necessary to reorganise, to
plan the economy and to elevate it. It is
capitalism which loses. Capitalism is not
necessary for the development of production of the economy and of life. It is
simply an obstacle for this. It is nacessary
to plan this activity in such a way that the
Workers States intervene in a more powerful form by means of the trade unions,
workers centres and the Communist Parties. They must intervene weigh and decide
in this process.
It is necessary to see that the masses of
the United States feel and live this defeat
of fascism in Portugal, th at it is being
caused by the world process of the revolution, To appeal to the Communist, Socialist
Parties, to the Workers States, for the
world united front for the Iiberation of the
Portuguese colonies and for the elimination
of capitalism in Portugal. It is still not clear
what the present power of General Spinola
is going to set out to do. But it is evident
that Caetano handed over power to Spinola
as the least evil, to prevent the masses taking power. It is a power, even if it is circumstantial still not decided in a process in full
mbmentum, but already the masses are
intervening. It is necessary to support the
captains so that they link politically with
the population, that they develop a political life and elaborate a programme of
development of production against the
capitalist system, of expropriation of the
sources of imperialism and of planning of
production to develop the economy, beginning with agrarian reforms and with the
distribution of the land to the peasantry
and expropriation of the bi'l estates. It is
necessary to show that the backwardness of
Portugal allowed the alliance of the oligarchy with world imperialism and the installation of fascism to defend a small circle
of proprietors.
This military junta had to make many more
concessions than was at first believed. The
will of the people showed the depth of
their resolution. After almost fifty years
of dictatorship! In only one day they threw
out the government. They came to discuss
living fully all the events as if they had
been functioning with permanent organisms and now they come to communicate
the resolutions of the meeting! It is the
world process which maintained the Portuguese people alive, unified the world process to the ideas and the organisms of the
masses, to struggle and to be concerned t<>

struggle. Hence immediately they proposed
socialist measures and conclusions! Where
did all this emerge from if they didn't have
a political life. Otherwise they wouldn't
have been able to do it. They would have
remained subject to a dictatorship. The
people had communication with the world
revolution which maintained it in contact
with the revolution. In part as an expression of this also there was the influence of
the liberation movements of Guinea Bissau·,
Angola and Mozambique and the masses
lived through this process. Hence they
came out immediately to communicate
with the soldiers.
The population was for fifty ye;irs with·
out the po~sibility of speaking and discussing, they were imprisoned for decades and
then tfiey come alive fresh from the prisons.
The population was in chains. Portugal was
a public prison and now they discuss all the
problems, they come out to win the
soldiers, to influence them, to make contact with them, in the distribution of
flowers, singing the Internationale, and
demanding focialism. After forty eight
years of fascism, the Portuguese masses,
instead of taking revenge, come out to organise the revolution.
The Portuguese people did not remain
shut out and in silence. They were not
dominated by prison, by intimidation and
repression. The people lived thinking, reflecting and communicating in a thousand
ways with the world process of the revolution, with the Portuguese proletariat which
worked abroad, who communicated with
their families constantly the development
of the struggles. The immigrant workers
communicated all this and transmitted to
the Portuguese people the resolution and
combativity of the world. It was a direct
link with the world revolution. This was
an enormous impulse to the struggle of the
colonies. Hence, in spite of the weakness
of the economic organisational means of
the Portuguese proletariat, it found the
way to communicate with the population
abroad. In France, Italy, Britain, Belgium,
Holland, the Portuguese proletariat communicated with Portugal and there was a
direct communication of the proletariat
of Europe which communicated with Portugal through the Portuguese workers.
From the first moment the population
went to win over the soldiers and to establish a close relationship of cordiality, of
common sentiments which still must express itself in policy and in the common
objective of the development of national·
isation and planning.
Hence the population immediately went
to distribute flowers, red carnations, as a
symbol of fraternity and socialist objectives. All the soldiers in the trucks and in
the tanks were surrounded by and had red
flowers placed on the barrels and around
the guns. Part of this team of soldiers felt
themselves to be in communication with
the population. It is very important the fact
that the soldiers accepted the carnations,
They established a communication with the
population which elevated them in their
decision to influence the soldiers. The
distribution of flowers among the population and the soldiers was to establish a
communication, a link between the soldiers, the NCOs, the captains and the people.
The soldiers who led the first part of the
insurrection saw that now it simply did not
correspond to them, because it was a
question of giving ideas, developing organ·
isms and programmes. And the people have
this. Behind each red flower was a little
part of the programme! Unanimously the
soldiers accepted the carnations. They put
them around their arms, tanks and on their
uniforms. This isn't a manoeuvre. There is a
part which is a manoeuvre to simulate
contact with the population and to maintain authority. They need the population.
The population see that they are needed
and try to impel them. They are learning to
interven. This is what happened in the
Russian revolution. The distribution of the
flowers can have a petit bourgeois origin
because they are the ones who have the
money to buy them but it is a popular
initiative. The petit bourgeoisie can begin
this but everybody followed it up. It is a
means of communication, of adhesion, of
fusion and of progress.
The Spinol<\ leadership is trying to win
time. There is still an indecisive team. It is a

violent preparation, they are the same soldiers who before repressed and directed
fascism in the colonies and now they have
to go back. These same soldiers carry out a
function which is completely opposed to
what they were doing two months ago, representing fascism. Now they repress fascism
and they have to allow freedom, all this is
because the advance of the pressure is enor·
mous. The captains alone cannot express
such a process. They are a reflection of the
powerful process within Portugal and outside it, which the proletariat e~pressed
working in Europe and in the liberation
movements of Angola, Mozambique and
Guinea Bissau.
It is necessary to intervene in this struggle in this stage in which Yankee imperial·
ism and European capitalism are going to
use all their forces to sustain the capitalist
system, capitalist power and, in so far as it
is possible, the dictatorship in Portugal.
The ~rocess in Portugal is short. The
Socialist and Communist parties are going
to try to say that it is a long stage. No, it is
short. But being short there are determined
stages and phases because there isn't :i team
to lead the economy. As there isn't a solid
bourgeoisie they are going to have to rely
on the socialists and communists. They are
seeking the Socialist party, the Communist
Party, the Christian movements, the weak
tendencies, the right wing and concili'atory
tendencies, to try to give them a power
which allows them to prevent the advance
of the trade unions and the left parties or
the lefts in the Communist and Socialist
Parties. They are trying to win time, seeking to create cadres to lead the country, to
accommodate it and systematise it in conciliation and on the road of reforms within
the capitalist syEtem to prevent the trade
unions, the left parties and the Portuguese
proletariat in Europe weighing to give anticapitalist solutions.
It is necessary to use all the forces in the
struggle so that the proletariat, the left
tendencies, left soldiers, the captains who
have taken this initiative feel themselves
stimulated to go further in the conclusions.
It is necessary to pose and to demand that
all the cadres, functionaries and teams of
the dictator~hip must be expelled and separated from the state apparatus. It is
necessary to completely purge them. It' is
necessary to make in Portugal and throughout Europe demonstrations, strikes, meetings, resolutions, movements which are dir·
ected and exert a pressure on Portugal,
through radio, meetings, demonstrations,
by means of the press, visits of delegations,
with the objective of impelling the tenden·
cies of the left to decide the next government. To appeal immediately for the organisation of a constituent assembly with
the right of all parties to intervene, with a
programme of expulsion of imperialism,
rupture with NATO, liberation of the
colonies, the expropriation of the big land
owners and the distribution of the land to
the peasants, expropriation and nationalisa·
tion ot the principle means of production
and the development and planning of the
economy.
In th is stage, ~t is necessary to make the
necessary agreements and concessions in
advance in such measures. Although immediately it might be necessary to be based
and to support the democratic conquests,
it is necessary to extend and diffuse this
programme and to agitate for it in an immediately later stage. This means also to
prevent that a power can assert itself which
gives rise again to a power which can repress or contain the devel.opment of the
struggles of the masses. The process in
Portugal is a military coup, it is not a
revolution. But there is an impulse towards
revolution. The masses want to change Portugal and nothing is going to stop them.

J Posadas
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The world process of the socialist revolution,
the army, the masses and . the overthrow or
fascism in Portugal J. Posadas 28.4.74
The defeat of the fascist re'.)ime in Portugal
is a direct consequence of the action of
almost the entire army. But the real force
that impelled this proces~ and allowed itsuch a conduct of the military does not
come from within the army itself. The
manifesto of the young officers is not a
product of a reasoning or conclusion of the
army. The army lacks the means, the life
and the organisms to be able to live and
discuss individually and even together they
still cannot reach conclusions which require
require political security, capacity of analysis, conclusions that want life and contact, experience and comparison between
the capitalist system, the colonies, the
colonial military function, the submission
and subjugation of the colonies and the
development of humanity which includes
the Workers States and the Revolutionary
States like Algeria, South Yemen, Panama,
Congo Brazzeville, which are developing
constantly without yet reaching the stage
of being Workers States.
has ilefped th~· a~ti·o~;,·of the
Young Officers and determined the senti·
ments of. intolerance, of not acceptin{i the
role of being the executioners of Portu' guese imperialism, .is the influence of the
world revolution. It is the same process
that is happening in Spajn, Greece and
Turkey, where a great number of national·
ist soldiers exist and there are struggles and
fights in the leadership that don't _appear
in an organ.ic form because there is not the
life and organisms and because they are not
determined by ideas. But they receive the
influence of ideas and they see the defeat.
of the capitalist system, they see 1t and
compare it. They constantly prepare the
progress of humanity that is advancing in
the form of the Workers States, the Socialist countries, or the Revolutionary States,
while in their countries there is a constant
threat and reduction of the area of Functioning of the economy and the life of the
population.
They continually face the
population while, in those countries that
progress, there is an elevation of science
and culture. There is the participation of
all the population in cultural problems,
the people of backward countries are immediately incorporated in life and the
soldiers feel that they play the role of
defending a class, a regime and a system
that is falling down and that can give
nothing to humanity. They give Watergate,
they give an assassin President who is
judged as a thief and a cheat, ministers
who are judged to be liars, political struggles like in France where the two presiden·
tial candidates of the bourgeoisie accuse
each other of being useless, cheats, and of
being incapable and corrupt. All these
soldiers feel the effect of this.

.·- What

Meanwhile they see in the Workers States
the army have a much more elevated· function, supporting and developing the struggle against imperialism. Still not in a suf" ficient and necessary form, but they have
this function. This action of the soldiers
is not a product of their own resolution.
They express a process. They took th is
action but· they express a process. It is
enough to see that Spinola was expelled

from his post a month before. When
Caetano gave up, he handed over power to
Spinola.
It is a class conclusion and
measure, aimed at preventing worse consequences for them. ::ipinola's first measure
was just to make changes in the government; the downfall of the fascist regime
and the restitution of certain democratic
liberties. From the first day up until now
the degrees of concessions and the development of democratic rights particularly
for the workers parties, the freeing of political prisoners, and trade union freedom,
have increased. This was because .of the
participation of the population, it was not
in the programme of the soldiers.

This leadership of the military junta at
present in power in Portugal does not reflect the manifesto of the young officers,
there is still a process of interior struggle
and insecurity about which road to take
above all to prevent a revolutionary out'.
come. The manifesto of the young officers
is not a manifesto of the bourgeoisie of a
country. It surpasses the bourgeoi5ie of the
country, their intentions, programme and
objectives. By surpassing them this indicates . that they receive greater influences
which come from below; they are influenced so that they go to a direct
conflict.
The young officers were not
shaken just by the defeat in the colonies.
This is secondary. They were shaken by
the social, historical consequences in their
own minds, it was not the military sentiment, nor the patriotic sentiment, nor
military careerism. They are officers, they
are in a transition between a career that
encourages them in the ambition to increase their rank.
Soldiers are not able to understand the
process of the revolution. In the Workers
States they can, because they live more
elevated and centralised lives and the econ-

llJR II CRITICAl BAlllNCl 01
The immediate success of the eng·
ineering workers strike and the capitulatof capitalism before the AVEW l!(as even
fully mobilised shows the immense weakness of the bourgeoisie ; they are too div·
ided, insecure and lacking in social bases
of support to be able to face the consequ·ences of their own provocations. This is
the essential conclusion that the left in
the Labour Party and trade unions has to
draw. At the same time, the struggle over
, the attempt to sequestrate union funds
confirms again that the continued existence of the capitalist system is not due to
its own inner strength 01 the passivity of
the working class, but only due to the lack
of preparation and interest of the leaderships of the workers movement to confront
the capitalist system.
The NIRC's attempt to seize union
assets when the Labour government was in
process of dismantling the Industrial Re/at
ions Act that gave rise to the industrial
court was a desperate provocation launch·
ed by a sector of the bourgeoisie who see
that the right wing in the Labour govern·
ment is not in a sufficiently strong posit·
ion to be able to determine a policy and
programme strictly in the best interests
of the capitalist system, and on the contr·
ary, all their attempts at a 'social compact' containing the demands of the trade
unions are becoming increasingly problem·
atic. Capitalism is. constantly faced with
the dilemma of either trying to use the
right wing in the Labour Party to contain
the demands and mobilisations of the working class, or alternatively to confront the
working class head on. The sector that
favours the latter course made this provocation, but the response of the AUEW and
in particular the engineering workers them·
selves led to the sudden appearance of the
£65,000 to calm the situation down again.
Capitalism has to resort to clandestine
donations to an industrial court to avert
the consequences of its own provocations!
This strike has been an enormous defeat
for capitalism, and the. vanguard of the
working class is going to feel strengthened
in the conviction that it is the one that
decides, as it decided the defeat of the
Tories in the miners strike. This is going
to afirm the sense of pessimism among the
bourgeoisie and, most fundamentally of
all, it is going to further weaken the right
in the Labour Party apparatus.
The mobilisations of the engineers
When the strike was announced were dec·
isive and extremely forceful, something
that the bourgeois press has tried to hide;
but the fact that most of the bourgeois
press did not appear the morning after the
AUEW decision shows the speed with

omy is nationalised and centralised and
production planned.
In the capitalist
countries the action of the masses is necessary to stimulate the soldiers to intervene,
to gain them to the revolution. Ethiopia
and Niger are two recent aspects of this
process. They are very backward coun·
tries. Nonetheless the soldiers are in revolt,
they judge their leaders and the ministers
of the government and take .on the task of
cleaning up the country. These are areas
that the capitalist regime has kept as the
lowest of humanity like Ethiopia, denying
them access to culture, economy and life,
and where hundreds and thousands of
people have died through poverty, drought
and famine, while members of the ruling
regime have a car for each day of the week,
horses and ferociou~ animals which they
feed very well, whilst people die of hunger.
When in countries as backward as Ethiopia
the need for the development of culture
is expressed, and they have to make an
effort for this and it is reflected in the
army, this is receiving the influence of a
much more vast process, much more vast
than the local process, whether in Ethiopia
or in Portugal.

THE AIJEW

which the engineers responded to the calf
to strike, which they themselves. fjad in
one·. way or another Imposed on the 1e·adership. The massive walkouts in all major
industrial cef!tres snowballed throughout
the day with the engineering workers at
the GEC-AEI factory in Manchester being
accompanied by workers from other unions
in the plant acting in solidarity. The occupation of the Manchester offices of the
NIRC by the entire district committee of
the AUEW and 25 shop stewards is a fur·
ther expression of the anger and indignat·
ion of the workingclass against the att,•
empted expropriation of union property.
The proletariat did not intervene with a
purely defensive attitude ; the proletariat
wanted to use the occassion to settle with
the industrial court and the Industrial Ref·
~tions Act once and for all, and to weigh
in the Labour government by throwing tire
sequestration orders back in the teeth ot
the bourgeoisie!
The leaderships proved still incap·
able of seizing the opportunity presented
by the bourgeois capitulation. Scanlon' s
praise of the court for accepting the six·
ty five thousand pounds shows that the
conseivative weight of the trade union
apparatus still ex·ercises an enormous constrainr on the masses in the trade unions.
It is necessary to break up this apparatus!
The struggle for tr.a.de union democracy
means the transformation of the trade un·
ion structure from an intermediary apparatus between the workers and the capitalist system, into an instrument to fight the
capitalist system with the objective of
overthrowing it. The Labour leadership
did not respond with a clear class posit·
ion either, though Foot, in his way, ref/·
ected some of the pressure of the Labour
left in his denunciation of the NIRC. The
left in the trade unions and Labour Party
have to make this critical balance with a
public discussion that seeks to impel and
confirm their own progress. It is necessary to draw the conclusion that the left
h~s to appear independently of the right
wing leadership with its own meetings,
positions on each event, intervening as a
leadership. It is necessary to organise the
left in the Labour Party.
All the European process is favourable to the organisation of the left. Above
all the electoral campaign of the Popular
Union in France, together with the massive
upheavals in Portugal, signify a tremend·
ous e-levation of the revolution in Europe.
The total crisis of capitalism, now further
exaggerated by the permanent Watergate
spiral into u~ter chaos that repels the Nor·
th Am~rican petit bourgeoisie, is accomp·
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anied by the constant mobilisations of the
masses who are s~ef[ing fl? impel,influep<;e
'and construct' their leaderships .and their
existing class organisms. for the taking of
power. Apart from the French elections
and the ov,;rthrow of fascism in Portugal
the crisis in capitalist Germany is going
to favour the left in the SPD because the
polarisation and open dispute in the social democracy is going to open the disc·
usslon to the intervention of the trade un·
ions and the masses. The bouraeoisie hl'!S used the Brandt 'spy scandal' to del·
iver a blow at the 'Ostpolitik', the policy
of relations with the European Workers
States, and to try to strengthen the right
in the SPD with Schmidt, a rightwinger,
rep/acing Brandt in the leadership. It is an
attempt to contai n the influence of the
Soviet Union and to try to act against the
essential preoccupation of the West Germ·
an proletariat for unification with the German Workers State, with the economy of
the Workers State. But the socialist van·
guard,, the trade unions and the masses
have already intervened with demonstrat·
ions against Brandt's resignation. Not to
defend Brandt. but to defend the Ostpot~
itik! 'lh.e German workers are not inrer·
estecrln breaking from the SPD or the
government, but in all their recent strikes
they have sought to find the way to over·
come the limitations of the leadership and
advance toward socialist measures. The
polarisation of forces in the SPD ''Iii!
favour the masses who use e\oery event to
weigh on their leaderships. The masses in
all Europe are raising the necessity of
the transformation of the social democratic
parties into socialist parties. This is part
of the world structure of the revolution at
this stage.
The world structure and all this
influence from Europe, Portugal, the Ital·
ian divorce law referendum, the election
in France are encouraging the left in the
Labour Party to take a more determined
stance for the programme. for anti-capital·
ist measures and for a life in the Labour
Party closer to a proletarian funct1oning.
All this is present in the corruption allegations in the Labour Party. The prop,
osal of a compulsary register Of interests
of MPs is inadequate to meet this crisis,
because it is not a question simply of
declaring what interests the MPs have and
avoiding overstepping the limits of bourg·
eois legality. It is a question of object·
ives. The objective of the workers move·
ment is the struggle for social ism, for
power - even if the leadership is against,
turn to page 3

The process of the world revolution determines the changes in Portugal
This process is the advance of the world
revolution which is shown in the necessary
progress of the struggles of the masses, in
their conquests; in Europe, through the
Popular Union in France, the United Front
of the workers parties, the trade unions,
the workers centres; in Italy through the
coordination and the united front of all the
masses through their workers centres, in
the enormous progress and the constant
conquests of the workers parties and the
decadence and the constant decay of capitalism; in Britain through the progress of
the trade unions with the recent resolution
in which they asked the labour party and
the government not to hand over the warships which had been constructed for
Chile. In Sweden they have demanded the
30 hour week and the soldiers have met
and organised trade unions. Jn France the
police organise trade unions and declare
that they don't want to serve any more as
an instrument of the government to repress
the workers. There is a tendency for the
trade union organisation of the police
throughout Europe. Jh Germany the masses, in spite of the fact of supporting the
Brandt government, launch strikes against
him without feeling thanhey are betraying
the party. Everywhere the Socialist parties
advance towards the left. There are internal struggles towards the left and a constant
progress of the united front. The masses
are making an enormous united front.
There is an enormous progress in the
Workers States with their intervention in
support of the masses particularly against
imperialism. There is a greater internal
progress in the Workers States through the
purging of the bureaucracies, of the tech·
nocratic sectors.
There is a stage of
accusation, condemnation, elimination on
the part of the bureaucratic apparatus
which is weakening their support and
allowing the access, advance and the developreent of layers who are not interested in
bureaucratic development but in a more
harmonious, communist development of
the Workers State. This is what the last
speeches of Brezhnev to the Komsomol
expressed, and in Yugoslavia, Rumania,
Hungary, the cleansing directed to throw
out the elements who make an agreemer.t
with capitalist interests and who plan in
accordance with this interest. All this does
not mean that this might be strictly the
correct solution but there is very great
progress in the Workers States towards the
elimination of the forms, the functioning
and the bureaucratic structure.
The most complete and necessary form
is that of the so11iet. Then there is no
place for the development of bureaucrats
because the working class, the masses, the
trade unions, the population, control and
impede the development of the bureaucrat,
and all the population intervenes in the
economy and in the policy, They discuss
and they don't submit themselves to planners who exercise this function as an
exclusive right.
This process is in advance in Latin
America in the struggle of Panama against
Yankee imperialism; in the recent electoral
triumph in Columbia of a left centre
which goes to the left; in Venezuela with
a left centre which goes towards the left;
in Mexico with a notable declaration towards the left. There is also a whole
elevation of the struggles in Africa, Central
Amerl·ca, and As1·a. All th'1s process and
ad vance o f th e revolution conquers positions in the economy and shows that the
planned economy can resolve the problems
and that it is not the colonies that maintain the capacity and development of the
economy of each country but the development of planning through means of nationalised property. This is what influences the
army
It is not the defeat of the army in Guinea
Bissau, in Cape Verde, in Angola and
· d the
Mozam b .ique wh'IC h h as d e t ermine
·
revolt of the military in Portugal. It has an
importance and it is one of the causes, but
not the principle one. The principle cause
is.that the soldiers feel the world influence
of the revolution. They feel their isolation
from life, they feel the solitude of Portugal
and they feel themselves as part of this
2
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solitude. They feel that the world advances and progresses and that they are
constrained to act as assassins or be killed.
And they rebel against this. It is the rebellion of human intelligence which reaches
the soldiers and impels them to refuse to
be instruments of the capitalist system. Its
the expression of a very great progress of
the crisis in the capitalist system, which
cannot dominate or control the colonies.
The organs which capitalism itself created
to sustain and develop itself, rebel and rise
up against it. Organs develop contrary to
the capitalist system in the Church, in the
Police, in the army, in the judiciary and in
justice in general.
The development of technology, science
of the economy in the Workers States
shows that this is the way to progress, to
which it is necessary to add the necessity
for soviet democracy. Countries which are
very backward develop by means of a
nationalised and planned economy and
they progress and they are quite superior
to Portugal. All this makes an impression
on the soldiers and on them there is also
the effect of the defeats thev have suffered.
They see that the capitalist regime
declines, decays, disint&!Jrates. They see
their function as one of assassins, the supporters of assassins and they rebel against
this. Meanwhile they see Watergate. Yankee imperialism, interested in maintaining
the colonial system, which it supported
and maintained together with the Atlantic
pact, disintegrates into political corruption.
The soldiers feel the effects and on them
weigh the defeats and this process of
decomposition of the capitalist system.
This is the essential cause which has impelled the soldiers to rise up against the
fascist regime.
The defeat is not the product of a Jack
of economic base. The defeat is a product
of the resistance of the masses. The struggle of the masses in Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and Angola was a direct factor, as
was Vietnam in the defeat of Yankee imperialism.
In their turn the masses of
Angola, Mozambique and Guinea Bissau
receive the impulse, the effect, the support
the direct aid of the struggle of the masses
of the world, of the struggle of the proletariat and of the petit bourgeoisie Jed by
the proletariat, by the Communist and
Socialist parties, by the Workers Centres of
Italy, France, Germany, Britain, Belgium,
of Holland, of the masses of France Jed by
the United Front of the Workers Parties
and Trade Unions, the advance in the
progress of gains and the direct struggle for
power against the capitalist system, al·
though after it might be necessary to
affirm this by means of force to disintegrate the army and to prepare for the civil
war which capitalism is praparing.
In Latin America there is an immense
progress of the struggle of the masses, of
the struggle against Yankee imperialism.
In the Organisation of American States,
the principal countries of Latin America
rebel against Yankee imperialism and force
it to accept that Cuba participates and be
re-integrated in the meetings of the Latin
American countries and that future meetings do not take place any more in the
United States.
The tendencies of the
centre left and of the left triumph throughout Latin America; the power of the dictatorship in Brazil declines, the Brazilian
Miracle is deflated; Peron pushes forwar d a
contradictory policy·, externally it is a
policy that impels the struggle against im·
perialism and internally he limits the use
of democratic liberties and allows the
f
d
·
h
policy o repression against ten enc1es w ·
ich seek to impel the economy toward
socialist measures, and political and trade
union rights for the masses of the Argentine.

All this forms part of an incessant and
uninterrupted progress of the struggles of
the masses, in which constantly there is a
class against class confrontation, as in
France, as in Italy, in spite of the fact that
the leaderships of the Socialist and Communist Parties conceal this conclusion of
class against class.

•••••••• THE OVERTHROW OF FASCISM IN PORTUGAL
from page 1

Tue soldiers are influenced by the progress of the workers state9 and by the
struggles of the masses of the world
This is the process which is developing
and weighing on the soldiers. It reduces
their capacity and their function, makes
them feel the limitation of their influence,
of their weight and functioning in history.
The pride of being a soldier and representing the power of the capitalist state is being
reduced, they feel themselves being diminished before the force and the struggle of
the masses, who make them see the smallness of the military function of the capitalist regime and the progresS' and the revolutionary struggle of the masses and the advance of the Workers States. All this.
weighs on the soldiers and also on the
young officers in Portugal.
It is progress that reduces the function
of the soldiers but it doesn't smash or
intimidate them. Ii: makes them ask 'why
do this?' Its reasoning. Why do this? The
soldier doesn't show this because he stays
within the category of being a soldier but
internally he reasons, he has to see that
life, technology and science show the
straightforwardness of human relations and
that the uniform they have is superfluous.
This has an influence on their human condition.
The progress of the economy of the
Workers State, the scientific development
of the Soviet Union, China, Cuba, Poland,
the constant advance of the Workers State
that pass from nothing to surpass the
capitalist regime, all this together has an
effect on the soldiers. Together with this
the struggle of the masses of Guinea Bissau
who supported themselves on this world
process that ties the hands of capitalism
and that ptevents it from intervening as it
wants to and using all the arms that it has.
It makes them see the powerlessness of the
capitalist system to contain the progress of
the revolution because the revolution obeys the decisions of history.
They teel that this progress of history is
established in the workers states and in the
struggle of the masses of the world, while
they see themselves diminished. All the
defeats that the soldiers led by Yankee
imperialism are suffering in the Middle
East, in Latin America, in Vietnam, or
Asia, the advance of the Workers State: all
this weighs on the soldiers and it weighs
socially on the soldier's mentality. This is
why there is a process of disintegration of
the world military apparatus ot capitalism
beginning with Yankee imperialism; a process of political doubts and social doubts,
of social and political controversy and
polemic, because they feel the weakness of
the apparatus. This is no longer omnipo·
tent. Vietnam has been one of the most
harmonious and beautiful examples for
humanity to see how a small people can
fulfill the stern necessity of defeating Yankee imperialism and has shown that to
advance there is no other solution other
than the use of force, because imperialism
and capitalism use force to prevent the
the progress of history.
The soldiers feel diminished in their
historic capacities. They feel that arms are
no longer an unconditional element of
power but they are subject to the social
and political development of the masses.
This is what disintegrates the structure of
th e f unct"1ornng
· o f th e cap1"ta1·1st sys t em an d
attac ks, wea k ens an d disintegrates the fun·
ctioning of the repressive apparatus and
the military capacity of the capitalist systern. It does not annul but reduces and
weakens it and prevents the coordination
of their forces.
All the military structure of capitalism
is already disintegrating. This is part of the
struggle of the masses of Angola, GuineaBissau and Mozambique but also of the
European proletariat, Vietnam and the rest
of the world, the resistance of the negroes
in South Africa. All this weakens the
capitalist system, prevents it concentrating
itself, dissolves it and prevents it finding
its own means. Besides which they don't
have these means, history denies them.
Yankee imperialism, like the world
capitalist system, has an interest in main·

tain1ng the colonies, whether Guinea Bissau, Angola or Mozambique which have
served to maintain a regime of dictatorship
and repression in Portugal. Almost 50
years of dictatorship has been broken in a
day. Jn Jess than a day. They were being
constantly undermined by the progress of
the revolution expressed directly in the
struggle of the masses, of the liberation
movement of Angola, Mozambique and
Guinea Bissau.
These liberation movements deserve the respect of all of humanity because they have fulfilled and are ful·
filling a necessary function for the development of the people, to eliminate the
capitalist. system and consequently world
repression and poverty. This advance of
these movements is a brake on the capitalist system and a powerful instrument to
defeat its power. Imperialism had and still
has an interest in maintaining all the colonnies, and Portugal has not been able to
intervene. Portuguese imperialism is already broken. It is not just a crack, it is
broken. Yankee imperialism has arms, it
has atomic weapons. Why hasn't it prevented this?
Why did it not prevent
Vietnam! The world relationship of for. ces are infinitely favourable to the development of the struggle against imperialism
and against capitalism!
This is the fundamental conclusion that
the comrades of the Workers States have to
draw, the comrades of the Soviet Union,
China and Cuba, and of all the Socialist
Countries, the comrades of the Communist
Parties of France and Italy, of all the
Communist and Socialist Parties. They
have to draw the conclusion that this
shows the weakness of the capitalist system
that has been powerless to keep and
maintain Portugal within its domination.
It has had to give 'way! It has not been
able to intervene because of the world
relationship of forces favourable to the
revolution through the structure and the
development of the processes against the
capitalist system, and because there is
continual impulsion to the development of
the masses in an increasingly elevated,
more continuous and permanent way, to
the struggle against the capitalist system.
It is this world relationship of forces which
allowed the soldiers to be influenced through the struggle of the liberation movement in Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique. This in turn was supported by the
world process that impelled it and limited
the world capitalist system. The downfall
of fascism in Portugal is part of this downfall of all the fascist regimes on which
imperialism depended. This disintegrates
all its strategy.
Kissinger goes to the Middle East in the
role of a traveller in death, to try_ to contain the development of the revolution in
the Middle East, to try to re-attach Egypt
to the sphere of influence of Yankee imperialism. The masses, the world process
of the revolution, the scientific necessity
of the progressive progress of history re·
sponds to this with the triumph of the
masses in Portugal and in Guinea Bissau,
and soon in Mozambique and Angola. This
is a demonstration that imperialism no
longer has the forces to decide. It is not
f rom th ere th at th e ·in1't"1at1ve
· comes, but
f rom t he d e fence o f t h e progress of history.
It is capitalism's death rattle
sing goes as a traveller in death, to contain and make whatever small arrangements
he can, he can decide absolutely nothing;
he has to try to resolve the problems of
Egypt and Israel, while the Soviet Union
supports itself on Syria and Syria supports
itself on the world process of the revolu·
tion, and on the struggle for the progress
of history. This is a combined force of the
Soviet Workers State and the struggle of
the world that imposes on Yankee imper·
ialism.
This is also in a direct way one of the
causes of the triumph of the military move·
ment and through the military the triumph
of the masses in Portugal.
It is the struggles of the masses of

Europe, the struggles of the masses of the
world that have to be taken within this
process so that the comrades of the Workers States and the Communist Parties, their
cadres, policy and programme are based on
this for an audacious pol icy, a more consistent policy that bears in mind that all
these sectors are being gained, like the
Catholic left of the Christian Democratic
parties which is being gained to this process. But to be gained they have to see a
more audacious and resolute anti-capitalist,
anti-imperialist policy externally and internally in the struggle against imperialism in
the world and the struggle against capital·
ism in each country. This encourages the
Christian Democratic left and it is gained,
as these young officers were gained.
These young officers were not gained
just to finish with the war in Angola and
for things to be quieter, this is absurd,
there is nothing that shows that it was like
this. They have been gained to a policy of
opposition to the continuation of the system of repression. This is the first step.
They have no political life, no instrument,
they have no political revolutionary educa·
tion, they receive the influences from the
world. And what influences! They receive
influences that put in question, in danger
and at risk the capitalist system which
gave them origin. They are impelled by an
infinitely superior sentiment which is not
just a fear of being representatives of
military defeat, but fear of feeling themselves inhuman. It is a progress of history
which shows itself in this form.
This progress is shown in the Workers
States and in the form of superior human.
relations; and also superior economic rela·

tions from every point of view. This
influences the soldiers and also unites them
in their consciousness of the impotence of
their military function in the struggle
against the liberation movements in the
colonies. It is a world process that influences Portugal, the colonies which influence the mentality of the soldiers. There is
a concentration of the process. When a
whole sector of young officers take the decision of the function of the party and not
~trictly in defence of the capitalist system
but to give an outlet to a process and a
pressure of history and they make themselves instruments of the pressure of history, then they no longer work as soldiers.
They are working with thought necessary
for progress. They are still soldiers that
defend the capitalist regime, that up until
yesterday defended it in the colonies, but
they are seeing that all this is being def·
eated. It is not that fascism is falling down,
it is being overthrown. They are spokesmen of a progress without being representatives of this progress. They work as a
party. In their deliberations and their resolutions they show measures that go against
the system which gave them life. The population see.s that they were the ones who
defended this, and they come out opposing it. This is why they live in the solitude
of the uniform. It is the solitude of the
uniform. They represent a caste and they
want to break with a caste life. Now they
break this caste life and associate them·
selves with a part of the population which
is opposed to fascism. Tomorrow in a part
of this team, tendencies are going to arise
that want to stop being solitary.

The essential role of the Portuguese proletariat
It is necessary to take this process as a
whole to elaborate a policy, programme
and perspective. Imperialism has an int·
erest in maintaining the Atlantic Pact but it
is powerless to contain this process.
The downfall of the regime of fascism
in Portugal is an enormous influence on all
other countries that are in more or less the
same conditions, with a dictatorship, whether Spain, Greece or Turkey. It will have
an immediate echo in the elections in
France, in Italy and in all the places of
concentration and mobilisation of the masses against the capitalist system. Portugal
is going to vote in France and Italy. The
world factors intervene in local factors.
The more the process is centralised, the
masses intervene and unify around any important event in order to intervene in the
most elevated way because then the matured process of the revolution can express
itself in the economy, science, technology
and the relations in these countries. It is
the world process which operates in an inc·
reasingly concentrated and direct way and
has the effect of disintegration on the
capitalist system. In itself it does not
eliminate the capitalist system, but it weakens its structure, prevents the harmonisation of the functioning of capitalism and
sharpens its crisis; the crisis of the dollar,
the crisis of money, the crisis· of produc·
tion, the internal competition which is
constantly increasing, the competition and
disintegratlon of the capitalist system ;ind
·in t urn t h e con t ra d"1ct.·ions o f the cap1"taJ"1st
· 1·ism to ar:vance
-'
·t
system itse If. For capita
1
has to develop science and technolog,y but
for science and technology to be developed
without limit, to respond to the needs of
humanity they cannot be directed by the
capitalist system. It is European capitalism itself that has had and still has to
develop and educate the peasant masses of
Portugal, Greece, Turkey and Spain as pro·
letarians. For the development of capital·
ism in Europe, of the European Common
Market they have had to import workers
that are mostly of peasant origin; and they
1
have had to educate them and deve op
them in a class functioning, receiving the
revolutionary, political, trade union influence of the workers centres, of the trade
unions, of the Communist and Socialist
Parties, of Germany, France, Belgium, Hol-

land and, in part, Britain.
The Portuguese proletariat, mainly of
peasant origin, that is working in these
countries - there are three or four hundred thousand of them . have been erluca·
ted in the class sense by means of Jetter,
relations, contacts, visits, family relations
and the communication of the class progress it is making and receiving in these countries through the trade union and political
struggle of the masses, the progress of the
Worke(s Parties and trade unions. This is
an essential factor which has Jed and influenced the military, it has had an enormous weight, it is necessary to draw the
conclusions from this process, to help the
Portuguese proletariat that is working out·
side the country to be able to maintain
continuously and uninterruptedly its influence inside Portugal. This is one of the
fundamental conclusions of this process.
It is necessary to help the Port1:1guese
masses to maintain uninterrupted contact
within Portugal so that they weigh in the
present crisis in Portugal. This is a very
profound defeat of the capitalist system
which has supported itself on the Atlantic
Pact of which Portugal was a fundamental
part. The dictatorship was a measure to
maintain the pact. The downfall of fascism
puts in question the colonies, the Atlantic
pact and increases all resistance to thf. mp·
osition of imperialism. It particularly weakens Rhodesia and South Africa. It weakens all the capitalist and imperialist systern; portuga J ·1s one o f t h e cen t res o f
NATO, it is not simply a military coup an d
a progress. It initiates a process which is
not going to finish just with a new gov·
ernment or a new constitution, it is going
to influence all Europe. All the European
bourgeoisi\! are going to try to contain it so
that this process has a limited scope. But
they do not have the force to do this. This
is part of an uninterrupted process - which
is no longer a chain - but that mutually in·
terinfluences and expresses the disintegration of the c'apitalist system.
It is still necessary to see what scope and
h
aim these soldiers have got, but t ey are
not the ones who are going to decide. The
masses are already intervening to influence
and the young officers feel more secure,
more resolute and firm. They are already
committed to the task of programme and

policy, to great discussions, rows, confrontations and clashes and a new struggle with·
in the military junta and with the masses:
The young officers are going to feel a
direct effect to develop tendencies more to
the left, more toward measures of confrontation with imperialism and the capitalist
system. Th is is the conclusion it is necessary to draw.
It is necessary to intervene to develop the
support of the young officers to be able to
pass the leadership to the parties of the
working class with an anti-imperialist, anti
capitalist programme and policy. The sol·
diers are not going to decide the course of
history in Portugal. When they have had to
give way it is because they did not have the
force to maintain the situation nor the
changes. All history requires changes. Portugal is a backward peasant country, with a
backward agrarian production; an agricul·
tural country that was a base of the imperialist system and the exploitation of the
wealth and minerals of the colonies. This
has been brough;t down. They have not nor
will they be able to prevent it. Imperialism
had an interest in maintaining it, but it did
not have the military, social or political
force to do so. It has an enormous economic capacity and military capaCity, but it
doesn't have bases of social support to
impose itself. This has to be the example
for the policy of the Workers Parties, for
the Workers States. It does not mean. that
imperialism is going to give up but that it is
going to continue to retreat and be increasingly constrained, diminished but centralis"
ing its forces to respond later with the

atomic war. This is why imperialism is increasing its atomic preparation for war. It
feels that the Atlantic pact is being thrown
out, that they are throwing it out of
Europe. It sees that the development and
progress of the masses throws it out; it is
not the competition with capitalism in
Europe but the competition with the masses.
European capitalism's competition
with yankee imperialism is the result of the
stru.ggle of the masses which diminishes the
area of action of the capitalist system. To
defend itself and to survive European capitalism it is obi iged to press forward a polemic in dispute with yankee imperialism.
A dispute but not class antagonism or
opposition. But a dispute which weakens
the functioning of the capitalist system.
Capitalism is not abandoning its own defence; it is concentrating itself in preparation for a military war. It is necessary to
take each defeat of imperial ism as a more
centralised source of military preparation
yankee imperialism. Not to live subject and
overcome by the military preparation but
to bear in mind that they are going to respond at a certain moment either with th.e
civil war or with the atomic war. Imperialism will not accept defeat and go away. It
wil I try to defend itself and in every way it
will try to impose its own class interests. It
will be defeated as it was defeated in Vietnam, as it is being defeated in the Middle
East, as it was defeated in Latin America,
as it was defeated in the second world war;
today there are 14 Workers States, 16 Revolutionary States and the enormous progress of the world revolution as in Algeria.

Combine the programme of democratic demands with measures against
capitalism
of the banks! Nationalisations! programmes
of investments to produce for the population, for a health. service, housing, transport, electricity, running water in each
house! Agrarian reform, handing the land
over to the peasants, planning agrarian pro·
duction according to the needs of the
population and for export! The development of agrarian co-operatives with the
protection of the state in the most integrated form of co-operatives that can be a
step forward towards certain socialist forms
of production. Trade Union organisation of
small producers, tenant farmers and trariP.
union organisation of agricultural workers
to constitute separate organisms; the workers on the land in their own class organisms separate from the small proprietors
and tenant farmers in their own separate
organisms; but at the same time a united
frr>nt of all of them to impose on the capitalist state protection of production, prices, functioning of agrarian co-operatives
and the right of the agricultural workers to
trade union organisation and struggle. Mak·
ing it a campaign for the necessary progress
as was done in Hungary, Rumania, Yugos·
lavia and Bulgaria. This is the road of progress; countries that came from the .;ame
level of backwardness and make such a
progress whilst Spain remains in backwardness. It is necessary to unite the programme
me of democratic demands with measures
that add impulsion towards the revolutionturn to page 4

This defeat of imperialism in Portugal is
going to have important consequences in
all the world capitalist system, it is going to
stimulate the ascent of the workers struggles and the workers parties.
The workers parties have to help the
intervention of the Portuguese masses with·
in Portugal so that they can influence
Spain, Greece and Turkey immediately and
all Europe. Help the intervention by means
of meetings, beginning in each country
where the Portuguese proletariat is work·
ing. They have to have the same rights as
the proletariat of that country; the right to
speak, to discuss, to write, to have direct
relations and to participate in the struggle
of the masses and the class in these coun·
tries. And through this to direct themselves
to Portugal by means of correspondence,
letters, taking positions and with demonstrations .and meetings. So that all this is
communicated and reaches Portugal. To
organise trips of hundreds of Portuguese
workers to Portugal to intervene in the
meetings, demonstrations, in the struggle
to organise the trade union centre, the
workers parties, the Communist Party, the
Socialist Party or other parties of the left.
To help them to organise with an immediate programme; Iiberation of all the colonies! And explain why. To give a stage of
struggle to carry forward this activity and
to reach these objectives; liberation of all
the colonies! withdrawal from NATO! the

planning of production! the nationalisation
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The bourgeois conception that aetenas
Labour Party left can direct itself more
private property is incompatible with the
effectively to those sectors of society
struggle for socialism and leads only to
that are against calpital:s~ bu:. still bav~
careert"sm and bureaucracy. McGarvey's
to
political
Y to u The
ac strikes
ive suppor
of be
thewon
workers
movement.
and
suggestion that there should be a Labour
b t
mobt"li"sati"ons of NALGO with their mass
Party/trade union enquiry is correct u
rather than leaving it to individuals like
meetings in London, for example and the
Feather to head such an enquiry we prop·
nurses who are intervening not only for
ose that the discussion is broadened to
better pay and conditions but threatening
consider the whole question of individual
sanctions against private practice in the
.
health service, is very important.
interest, care':Jism, ca~ita~st links _wi~~tn
The left llas to set itself the
~~eed~:b~~r eli~J!at:n th~ ~o:~r;r,~:: 1
objective of gaining all these sectors.
such functioning and we propose that the
to do this it has to elevate its own level
discussion be opened to the masses in
of organisation and intervention, linking
public meetings of the Labour Party conitself to all the struggles of the working
stituencies and the trade unions in the
class, using the programme as it exists
workers areas and in the factories • par·
to link them to the struggle for its impleN th
t
t
If
mentation, stimulating the organisation
ticularly in the or eas • open
a
of the masses ,·n thet"r own organi"sms t"n
the workers and all tendencies of the workers movement. MPs and officials have
the factories and workers areas, deepening
to be answerable to the base of the part)(
the discussion of the whole world process
It is necess~y to discuss the chanf!eS
of the revolution so that this weighs in
made- in the Italian Communist Party where
the preparation of the Labour Party as an
deputies are elected now from the factorinstrument of the struggle for socialism
ies and continue to work whilst interven·
in Britain.
11. 5. 74.
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ary state, without which the economy will
remain fragmented. It is necessary to make
a c"mpaign of influence on Spain, in such a
way as to diffuse the progress, to spread
the progress of these countries to Spain.
This progress in Portugal continues w.hat
was expressed in Spain and which ended in
the bombing of Carrero Blanco. The murder
of Carrero Bl an co has al ready broken fascism in Spain. If it still continues it is
because it has the apparatus. But it is obliged to give way.
It is necessary to raise a programme
of support for the struggle of the masses in
Portugal. Appealing for a mobilisation of
the workers centres, of the workers parties
of Europe; Communist, Socialist, left Radical, Trotskyist Posadists. A united front in
support of this movement with demonstrations and meetings to apply pressure on the
bourgeoisie of each country! To send delegations and to make meetings together
with the Portuguese workers and for them
to participate with this programme of
agrarian reform, distribution of the alnd,
expropriation of the landowners and nationalisation without compensation, nationalisation of the principle sources of production, functioning under workers control,
full trade union and democratic rights,
freedom of press, of ideas, of speech, of
functioning and of organisation, of discussion of every problem, discussion with the
military, the right of trade union organisation for soldiers. To draw, communicate,
and spread the experience making a full
agitation. Showing that fascism was installed in Portugal because there are no democratic rights and that it did not develop the
economy because there is no relation or coordination between the interests of the
population, democratic rights and the development of the economy.
The soldiers have served as a base of
support and a bulwark of fascism in Portugal. Demand the right to trade union orq.
anisation for the soldiers and police. Draw
the experiences of the recent past. This is
the programme that the Communists, and
Socialist Parties, the Left Radicals, the
Posadists, Trotskyists of every tendency,
the trade unions and workers centres throughout Europe have to carry forward.
It is necessary to appeal to the Workers
States, to the Socialist Countries, to China,
to the USSR, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Germany to intervene. The trade
unions, the Communist Parties, the workers
centres of the Workers States have to
intervene making appeals for support for
the Portuguese masses. Giving economic
support and aid, making demonstrations
and meetings, appealing for strikes throughout Europe in support of the liberation
movement in the colonies and the struggle
of the masses in Portugal, to pressure the
bourgeoisie, to elevate the young officers
and soldiers to a better political function
with a socialist programme. This is the
.conclusion it is necessary to draw to
strengthen the progress of the Popular
Union in France, the Socialist, Communist.,
Trotskyist, Posadist parties in all Europe in
this struggle which will be an enormous
impuls& and to take this as part of this
general process of activity and struggle. It
is npt simply one more activity and the
downfall of a dictatorship. It is the overthrow of a dictatorship! Imperialism was
powerless to support it, as it was powerless
to maintain its power in Vietnam. It no
longer has the historic means to do it. It
has military and economic power but n6
social capacity. It is disintegrating. It is
necessary to do this in such a way that it
influences the masses in the United States,
for them to feel that imp&rialism, with
NATO is defeated in Portugal too, by
means of this movement of young officers,
and that they in turn reflect the great pressure and influence of the struggle of the
masses.
It is necessary to take th is process as a
whole, in such a way that it serves as a
bridge, a stimulus for the development of
the struggle of all the masses and to the
intervention of the Workers States in a consistent and more profound way, unifying
the anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist with
the anti-capitalist struggle It is necessary to
struggle for the unconditional rights, and
for the liberty of all the colonies. So that

they can develop the economy and production according to the needs of the population. Imperial ism is going to try to interfere to prevent the development and the
liberty of the colonies. The interests of
imperialism in investment in Mozambique,
and in Angola above all, as in Guinea
Bissau, are going to try. to weigh and to
influence. It is necessary to make mobilisations in each country to prevent this.
Out with imperialism! All the wealth, all
the production of Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and Angola must pass into the hands
of the population of these countires. Carry
this into the discussion in all the world and
show that these people have the right and
the need to expel imperialism. All the
wealth that is there does not belong to
imperialism, it belongs to ttie population of
these countries who have to develop it. It is
necessary to appeal to the Workers States
for collaboration to plan production. It is
necessary to maintain the freedom of the
colonies at any cost. Out with imperialist
troops from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin
America! Out with impe~ialism and all its
troops! Out with NATO! Out with all the
naval, air force and military bases of imperialism in Europe! Out from Germany,
out from Spain, Portugal and all the colonies!
It is necessary to elevate this struggle in
such a way that it gives to the liberation
movement of Gu.inea Bissau, Angola, Mozambique a solid perspective, counting upon
the support of the European proletariat.
The European proletariat has to feel this
struggle; has to support the conception that
the Portuguese people liberate the colonies. The Portuguese people cannot ask for
their own liberty without demanding freedom for the colonies which are being oppressed. It is not true that the loss of the
colonies reduces and leads to a decline in
the standard of life in Portugal. What declines is the power and the accumulation of
capitalism. It is necessary to reorganise, to
plan the economy and to elevate it. It is
capitalism which loses. Capitalism is not
necessary for the development of production of the economy and of life. It is
simply an obstacle for this. It is nacessary
to plan this activity in such a way that the
Workers States intervene in a more powerful form by means of the trade unions,
workers centres and the Communist Parties. They must intervene weigh and decide
in this process.
It is necessary to see that the masses of
the United States feel and live this defeat
of fascism in Portugal, th at it is being
caused by the world process of the revolution, To appeal to the Communist, Socialist
Parties, to the Workers States, for the
world united front for the Iiberation of the
Portuguese colonies and for the elimination
of capitalism in Portugal. It is still not clear
what the present power of General Spinola
is going to set out to do. But it is evident
that Caetano handed over power to Spinola
as the least evil, to prevent the masses taking power. It is a power, even if it is circumstantial still not decided in a process in full
mbmentum, but already the masses are
intervening. It is necessary to support the
captains so that they link politically with
the population, that they develop a political life and elaborate a programme of
development of production against the
capitalist system, of expropriation of the
sources of imperialism and of planning of
production to develop the economy, beginning with agrarian reforms and with the
distribution of the land to the peasantry
and expropriation of the bi'l estates. It is
necessary to show that the backwardness of
Portugal allowed the alliance of the oligarchy with world imperialism and the installation of fascism to defend a small circle
of proprietors.
This military junta had to make many more
concessions than was at first believed. The
will of the people showed the depth of
their resolution. After almost fifty years
of dictatorship! In only one day they threw
out the government. They came to discuss
living fully all the events as if they had
been functioning with permanent organisms and now they come to communicate
the resolutions of the meeting! It is the
world process which maintained the Portuguese people alive, unified the world process to the ideas and the organisms of the
masses, to struggle and to be concerned t<>

struggle. Hence immediately they proposed
socialist measures and conclusions! Where
did all this emerge from if they didn't have
a political life. Otherwise they wouldn't
have been able to do it. They would have
remained subject to a dictatorship. The
people had communication with the world
revolution which maintained it in contact
with the revolution. In part as an expression of this also there was the influence of
the liberation movements of Guinea Bissau·,
Angola and Mozambique and the masses
lived through this process. Hence they
came out immediately to communicate
with the soldiers.
The population was for fifty ye;irs with·
out the po~sibility of speaking and discussing, they were imprisoned for decades and
then tfiey come alive fresh from the prisons.
The population was in chains. Portugal was
a public prison and now they discuss all the
problems, they come out to win the
soldiers, to influence them, to make contact with them, in the distribution of
flowers, singing the Internationale, and
demanding focialism. After forty eight
years of fascism, the Portuguese masses,
instead of taking revenge, come out to organise the revolution.
The Portuguese people did not remain
shut out and in silence. They were not
dominated by prison, by intimidation and
repression. The people lived thinking, reflecting and communicating in a thousand
ways with the world process of the revolution, with the Portuguese proletariat which
worked abroad, who communicated with
their families constantly the development
of the struggles. The immigrant workers
communicated all this and transmitted to
the Portuguese people the resolution and
combativity of the world. It was a direct
link with the world revolution. This was
an enormous impulse to the struggle of the
colonies. Hence, in spite of the weakness
of the economic organisational means of
the Portuguese proletariat, it found the
way to communicate with the population
abroad. In France, Italy, Britain, Belgium,
Holland, the Portuguese proletariat communicated with Portugal and there was a
direct communication of the proletariat
of Europe which communicated with Portugal through the Portuguese workers.
From the first moment the population
went to win over the soldiers and to establish a close relationship of cordiality, of
common sentiments which still must express itself in policy and in the common
objective of the development of national·
isation and planning.
Hence the population immediately went
to distribute flowers, red carnations, as a
symbol of fraternity and socialist objectives. All the soldiers in the trucks and in
the tanks were surrounded by and had red
flowers placed on the barrels and around
the guns. Part of this team of soldiers felt
themselves to be in communication with
the population. It is very important the fact
that the soldiers accepted the carnations,
They established a communication with the
population which elevated them in their
decision to influence the soldiers. The
distribution of flowers among the population and the soldiers was to establish a
communication, a link between the soldiers, the NCOs, the captains and the people.
The soldiers who led the first part of the
insurrection saw that now it simply did not
correspond to them, because it was a
question of giving ideas, developing organ·
isms and programmes. And the people have
this. Behind each red flower was a little
part of the programme! Unanimously the
soldiers accepted the carnations. They put
them around their arms, tanks and on their
uniforms. This isn't a manoeuvre. There is a
part which is a manoeuvre to simulate
contact with the population and to maintain authority. They need the population.
The population see that they are needed
and try to impel them. They are learning to
interven. This is what happened in the
Russian revolution. The distribution of the
flowers can have a petit bourgeois origin
because they are the ones who have the
money to buy them but it is a popular
initiative. The petit bourgeoisie can begin
this but everybody followed it up. It is a
means of communication, of adhesion, of
fusion and of progress.
The Spinol<\ leadership is trying to win
time. There is still an indecisive team. It is a

violent preparation, they are the same soldiers who before repressed and directed
fascism in the colonies and now they have
to go back. These same soldiers carry out a
function which is completely opposed to
what they were doing two months ago, representing fascism. Now they repress fascism
and they have to allow freedom, all this is
because the advance of the pressure is enor·
mous. The captains alone cannot express
such a process. They are a reflection of the
powerful process within Portugal and outside it, which the proletariat e~pressed
working in Europe and in the liberation
movements of Angola, Mozambique and
Guinea Bissau.
It is necessary to intervene in this struggle in this stage in which Yankee imperial·
ism and European capitalism are going to
use all their forces to sustain the capitalist
system, capitalist power and, in so far as it
is possible, the dictatorship in Portugal.
The ~rocess in Portugal is short. The
Socialist and Communist parties are going
to try to say that it is a long stage. No, it is
short. But being short there are determined
stages and phases because there isn't :i team
to lead the economy. As there isn't a solid
bourgeoisie they are going to have to rely
on the socialists and communists. They are
seeking the Socialist party, the Communist
Party, the Christian movements, the weak
tendencies, the right wing and concili'atory
tendencies, to try to give them a power
which allows them to prevent the advance
of the trade unions and the left parties or
the lefts in the Communist and Socialist
Parties. They are trying to win time, seeking to create cadres to lead the country, to
accommodate it and systematise it in conciliation and on the road of reforms within
the capitalist syEtem to prevent the trade
unions, the left parties and the Portuguese
proletariat in Europe weighing to give anticapitalist solutions.
It is necessary to use all the forces in the
struggle so that the proletariat, the left
tendencies, left soldiers, the captains who
have taken this initiative feel themselves
stimulated to go further in the conclusions.
It is necessary to pose and to demand that
all the cadres, functionaries and teams of
the dictator~hip must be expelled and separated from the state apparatus. It is
necessary to completely purge them. It' is
necessary to make in Portugal and throughout Europe demonstrations, strikes, meetings, resolutions, movements which are dir·
ected and exert a pressure on Portugal,
through radio, meetings, demonstrations,
by means of the press, visits of delegations,
with the objective of impelling the tenden·
cies of the left to decide the next government. To appeal immediately for the organisation of a constituent assembly with
the right of all parties to intervene, with a
programme of expulsion of imperialism,
rupture with NATO, liberation of the
colonies, the expropriation of the big land
owners and the distribution of the land to
the peasants, expropriation and nationalisa·
tion ot the principle means of production
and the development and planning of the
economy.
In th is stage, ~t is necessary to make the
necessary agreements and concessions in
advance in such measures. Although immediately it might be necessary to be based
and to support the democratic conquests,
it is necessary to extend and diffuse this
programme and to agitate for it in an immediately later stage. This means also to
prevent that a power can assert itself which
gives rise again to a power which can repress or contain the devel.opment of the
struggles of the masses. The process in
Portugal is a military coup, it is not a
revolution. But there is an impulse towards
revolution. The masses want to change Portugal and nothing is going to stop them.

J Posadas
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The world process of the socialist revolution,
the army, the masses and . the overthrow or
fascism in Portugal J. Posadas 28.4.74
The defeat of the fascist re'.)ime in Portugal
is a direct consequence of the action of
almost the entire army. But the real force
that impelled this proces~ and allowed itsuch a conduct of the military does not
come from within the army itself. The
manifesto of the young officers is not a
product of a reasoning or conclusion of the
army. The army lacks the means, the life
and the organisms to be able to live and
discuss individually and even together they
still cannot reach conclusions which require
require political security, capacity of analysis, conclusions that want life and contact, experience and comparison between
the capitalist system, the colonies, the
colonial military function, the submission
and subjugation of the colonies and the
development of humanity which includes
the Workers States and the Revolutionary
States like Algeria, South Yemen, Panama,
Congo Brazzeville, which are developing
constantly without yet reaching the stage
of being Workers States.
has ilefped th~· a~ti·o~;,·of the
Young Officers and determined the senti·
ments of. intolerance, of not acceptin{i the
role of being the executioners of Portu' guese imperialism, .is the influence of the
world revolution. It is the same process
that is happening in Spajn, Greece and
Turkey, where a great number of national·
ist soldiers exist and there are struggles and
fights in the leadership that don't _appear
in an organ.ic form because there is not the
life and organisms and because they are not
determined by ideas. But they receive the
influence of ideas and they see the defeat.
of the capitalist system, they see 1t and
compare it. They constantly prepare the
progress of humanity that is advancing in
the form of the Workers States, the Socialist countries, or the Revolutionary States,
while in their countries there is a constant
threat and reduction of the area of Functioning of the economy and the life of the
population.
They continually face the
population while, in those countries that
progress, there is an elevation of science
and culture. There is the participation of
all the population in cultural problems,
the people of backward countries are immediately incorporated in life and the
soldiers feel that they play the role of
defending a class, a regime and a system
that is falling down and that can give
nothing to humanity. They give Watergate,
they give an assassin President who is
judged as a thief and a cheat, ministers
who are judged to be liars, political struggles like in France where the two presiden·
tial candidates of the bourgeoisie accuse
each other of being useless, cheats, and of
being incapable and corrupt. All these
soldiers feel the effect of this.

.·- What

Meanwhile they see in the Workers States
the army have a much more elevated· function, supporting and developing the struggle against imperialism. Still not in a suf" ficient and necessary form, but they have
this function. This action of the soldiers
is not a product of their own resolution.
They express a process. They took th is
action but· they express a process. It is
enough to see that Spinola was expelled

from his post a month before. When
Caetano gave up, he handed over power to
Spinola.
It is a class conclusion and
measure, aimed at preventing worse consequences for them. ::ipinola's first measure
was just to make changes in the government; the downfall of the fascist regime
and the restitution of certain democratic
liberties. From the first day up until now
the degrees of concessions and the development of democratic rights particularly
for the workers parties, the freeing of political prisoners, and trade union freedom,
have increased. This was because .of the
participation of the population, it was not
in the programme of the soldiers.

This leadership of the military junta at
present in power in Portugal does not reflect the manifesto of the young officers,
there is still a process of interior struggle
and insecurity about which road to take
above all to prevent a revolutionary out'.
come. The manifesto of the young officers
is not a manifesto of the bourgeoisie of a
country. It surpasses the bourgeoi5ie of the
country, their intentions, programme and
objectives. By surpassing them this indicates . that they receive greater influences
which come from below; they are influenced so that they go to a direct
conflict.
The young officers were not
shaken just by the defeat in the colonies.
This is secondary. They were shaken by
the social, historical consequences in their
own minds, it was not the military sentiment, nor the patriotic sentiment, nor
military careerism. They are officers, they
are in a transition between a career that
encourages them in the ambition to increase their rank.
Soldiers are not able to understand the
process of the revolution. In the Workers
States they can, because they live more
elevated and centralised lives and the econ-

llJR II CRITICAl BAlllNCl 01
The immediate success of the eng·
ineering workers strike and the capitulatof capitalism before the AVEW l!(as even
fully mobilised shows the immense weakness of the bourgeoisie ; they are too div·
ided, insecure and lacking in social bases
of support to be able to face the consequ·ences of their own provocations. This is
the essential conclusion that the left in
the Labour Party and trade unions has to
draw. At the same time, the struggle over
, the attempt to sequestrate union funds
confirms again that the continued existence of the capitalist system is not due to
its own inner strength 01 the passivity of
the working class, but only due to the lack
of preparation and interest of the leaderships of the workers movement to confront
the capitalist system.
The NIRC's attempt to seize union
assets when the Labour government was in
process of dismantling the Industrial Re/at
ions Act that gave rise to the industrial
court was a desperate provocation launch·
ed by a sector of the bourgeoisie who see
that the right wing in the Labour govern·
ment is not in a sufficiently strong posit·
ion to be able to determine a policy and
programme strictly in the best interests
of the capitalist system, and on the contr·
ary, all their attempts at a 'social compact' containing the demands of the trade
unions are becoming increasingly problem·
atic. Capitalism is. constantly faced with
the dilemma of either trying to use the
right wing in the Labour Party to contain
the demands and mobilisations of the working class, or alternatively to confront the
working class head on. The sector that
favours the latter course made this provocation, but the response of the AUEW and
in particular the engineering workers them·
selves led to the sudden appearance of the
£65,000 to calm the situation down again.
Capitalism has to resort to clandestine
donations to an industrial court to avert
the consequences of its own provocations!
This strike has been an enormous defeat
for capitalism, and the. vanguard of the
working class is going to feel strengthened
in the conviction that it is the one that
decides, as it decided the defeat of the
Tories in the miners strike. This is going
to afirm the sense of pessimism among the
bourgeoisie and, most fundamentally of
all, it is going to further weaken the right
in the Labour Party apparatus.
The mobilisations of the engineers
When the strike was announced were dec·
isive and extremely forceful, something
that the bourgeois press has tried to hide;
but the fact that most of the bourgeois
press did not appear the morning after the
AUEW decision shows the speed with

omy is nationalised and centralised and
production planned.
In the capitalist
countries the action of the masses is necessary to stimulate the soldiers to intervene,
to gain them to the revolution. Ethiopia
and Niger are two recent aspects of this
process. They are very backward coun·
tries. Nonetheless the soldiers are in revolt,
they judge their leaders and the ministers
of the government and take .on the task of
cleaning up the country. These are areas
that the capitalist regime has kept as the
lowest of humanity like Ethiopia, denying
them access to culture, economy and life,
and where hundreds and thousands of
people have died through poverty, drought
and famine, while members of the ruling
regime have a car for each day of the week,
horses and ferociou~ animals which they
feed very well, whilst people die of hunger.
When in countries as backward as Ethiopia
the need for the development of culture
is expressed, and they have to make an
effort for this and it is reflected in the
army, this is receiving the influence of a
much more vast process, much more vast
than the local process, whether in Ethiopia
or in Portugal.
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which the engineers responded to the calf
to strike, which they themselves. fjad in
one·. way or another Imposed on the 1e·adership. The massive walkouts in all major
industrial cef!tres snowballed throughout
the day with the engineering workers at
the GEC-AEI factory in Manchester being
accompanied by workers from other unions
in the plant acting in solidarity. The occupation of the Manchester offices of the
NIRC by the entire district committee of
the AUEW and 25 shop stewards is a fur·
ther expression of the anger and indignat·
ion of the workingclass against the att,•
empted expropriation of union property.
The proletariat did not intervene with a
purely defensive attitude ; the proletariat
wanted to use the occassion to settle with
the industrial court and the Industrial Ref·
~tions Act once and for all, and to weigh
in the Labour government by throwing tire
sequestration orders back in the teeth ot
the bourgeoisie!
The leaderships proved still incap·
able of seizing the opportunity presented
by the bourgeois capitulation. Scanlon' s
praise of the court for accepting the six·
ty five thousand pounds shows that the
conseivative weight of the trade union
apparatus still ex·ercises an enormous constrainr on the masses in the trade unions.
It is necessary to break up this apparatus!
The struggle for tr.a.de union democracy
means the transformation of the trade un·
ion structure from an intermediary apparatus between the workers and the capitalist system, into an instrument to fight the
capitalist system with the objective of
overthrowing it. The Labour leadership
did not respond with a clear class posit·
ion either, though Foot, in his way, ref/·
ected some of the pressure of the Labour
left in his denunciation of the NIRC. The
left in the trade unions and Labour Party
have to make this critical balance with a
public discussion that seeks to impel and
confirm their own progress. It is necessary to draw the conclusion that the left
h~s to appear independently of the right
wing leadership with its own meetings,
positions on each event, intervening as a
leadership. It is necessary to organise the
left in the Labour Party.
All the European process is favourable to the organisation of the left. Above
all the electoral campaign of the Popular
Union in France, together with the massive
upheavals in Portugal, signify a tremend·
ous e-levation of the revolution in Europe.
The total crisis of capitalism, now further
exaggerated by the permanent Watergate
spiral into u~ter chaos that repels the Nor·
th Am~rican petit bourgeoisie, is accomp·
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anied by the constant mobilisations of the
masses who are s~ef[ing fl? impel,influep<;e
'and construct' their leaderships .and their
existing class organisms. for the taking of
power. Apart from the French elections
and the ov,;rthrow of fascism in Portugal
the crisis in capitalist Germany is going
to favour the left in the SPD because the
polarisation and open dispute in the social democracy is going to open the disc·
usslon to the intervention of the trade un·
ions and the masses. The bouraeoisie hl'!S used the Brandt 'spy scandal' to del·
iver a blow at the 'Ostpolitik', the policy
of relations with the European Workers
States, and to try to strengthen the right
in the SPD with Schmidt, a rightwinger,
rep/acing Brandt in the leadership. It is an
attempt to contai n the influence of the
Soviet Union and to try to act against the
essential preoccupation of the West Germ·
an proletariat for unification with the German Workers State, with the economy of
the Workers State. But the socialist van·
guard,, the trade unions and the masses
have already intervened with demonstrat·
ions against Brandt's resignation. Not to
defend Brandt. but to defend the Ostpot~
itik! 'lh.e German workers are not inrer·
estecrln breaking from the SPD or the
government, but in all their recent strikes
they have sought to find the way to over·
come the limitations of the leadership and
advance toward socialist measures. The
polarisation of forces in the SPD ''Iii!
favour the masses who use e\oery event to
weigh on their leaderships. The masses in
all Europe are raising the necessity of
the transformation of the social democratic
parties into socialist parties. This is part
of the world structure of the revolution at
this stage.
The world structure and all this
influence from Europe, Portugal, the Ital·
ian divorce law referendum, the election
in France are encouraging the left in the
Labour Party to take a more determined
stance for the programme. for anti-capital·
ist measures and for a life in the Labour
Party closer to a proletarian funct1oning.
All this is present in the corruption allegations in the Labour Party. The prop,
osal of a compulsary register Of interests
of MPs is inadequate to meet this crisis,
because it is not a question simply of
declaring what interests the MPs have and
avoiding overstepping the limits of bourg·
eois legality. It is a question of object·
ives. The objective of the workers move·
ment is the struggle for social ism, for
power - even if the leadership is against,
turn to page 3

The resignation of Brandt is not directly
due to economic reasons. The situation in Germ·
any is not such that it would provoke his resig·
nation; there must be a more important motive. It
is due to the struggle in the social democracy, it
is the right, together with the centre, which is try·
ing to smash Brandt's policy, and the pressure of
Yankee imperialism to change Brandt's pro Work·
ers State policy. This is the depth of the matter.
It is not the economic situation, which is not in
fact serious. Besides, if it was a bad economic
situation, there is time to remedy it, to take prev·
entive measures. This indicates that there is an
oflen,,ve of imperia Iism and Iha! Brandt has tried
to maintain himself on the basis of the policy of
agreements with the Workers States. There is also
a disagreement with the right in relation to internal
policy. The right did not want to allow lhe workers
wage increases, bul the government gave way. The
government gave a maximum of 8% but the workers
obtained 14%. Sectors of the public employees
won 14%. There are motives for the fight against
Brandt, ii is not just this or lhal problem but the
direction of his policy. Brandt gave way to the
workers, yielded lo Moscow,sought agreement with
Moscow, and the right is against this policy. This
is the depth of the question.
At the same time, the working class tried lo
exert a pressure on Brandt's government to make
him yield, and then mobilised trying to sustain
Brandt or al least to encourage him not to go. It
will retake the offensive and seek to encourage
the organisation of the left.
Brandt's resignation is not a consequence
of the spy nor the bad economic situation nor a
possible crisis; none of these exist in lhe immed·
iate or foreseeable situation. On the other hand, it
is possible that there was a great pressure from
Yankee imperialism and Brandt gave way because
the centre and right won in the leading apparatus,
THE ORGANISATION OF THE LEFT IN THE

The resignation of Brandt,
Yankee imperialismand the organisation
of the left of the Socialist Party
Brandt, faced with this, gave way instead of fight·
ing. He did nol mobilise or base himself on the
mobilisation of the masses, he preferred to give in.
This indicates the intensification of the crit·
ical situation of capitalism. In the full spate of
the reorganisation of the world capitalist system,
seeking to moderate their internal conflicts through
lhe efforts they are making in the ECM, the crisis
in Germany increases and deepens the crisis of
capitalism still more. It does not favour the domin·
ation of Yankee imperialism, it divides the capit·
alist system even more. The division in France,
with Giscard and Mil!erand, the division in Italy
is clear and open. In France, capitalism confronts
the workers parties and the trade unions; in Italy
the capitalist system confronts the workers parties
and the trade unions; in Germany the big bourge·
oisie conflicts with a candidate who counted on
the support of the masses, on the big mobilisations
of the trade unions; in Belgium there is a govern·
ment without a majority, a government accused of
in.activity because ol the disorder of capitalism
and the incapacity of the opposition to govern; in
Britain a government which is a majority because
the others do not have the courage to overthrow
it. They are afraid of going in because it would
be worse for them, and they are afraid of a new
election which would be the worse for them.

SOCIALIST PARTY IN GERMANY IS ON THE

AGENDA.
The trade uni'bns. and workers parties adv·
ance in all this process. The fall of Brandt does
not allow a policy which favours capitalism. Cap·
ita lism cannot benefit in any aspect of ils policy.
All this accelerates processes ~hat were already
under way ; the conscious organisation of the left
in Germany. Given that there are no conscious
leaderships, that there are no leaderships with
conscious foresight, the organisation of the left
must be accomplished on the basis of crises, on
the basis of processes and splits. The organisat·
ion of the left in the Socialist Parties cannot be
made from a previous programme because this does
nol exist. It will be done via splits, reorganisat·
ions, regroupments and resignations. This is the
way in which the left is being formed. Brandt's
resignation will accelerate the formation of this
left and render it conscious of the need to function
independantly of the plans of Willy Brandt.
Al the same time, Brandt's resignation shows
that if the programme of those who follow moves
to the left, ii will mean an uprising of all the
masses.
The right not only means lo limit the policy
with the Workers States and to favour NATO, but
also a policy against wages, against the standard
of living, against employment and consumption.
Dul there will be an immediate reaction of the
masses.
Capitalism, in the present situation, cannot
determine a policy and then strengthen and sustain
it. Brandt went, but this creates an enormous com·
plex of problems for capitalism ; as is shown in
the reaction of the masses against the cost of
living, the lack al work, working conditions, in
Germany, as in France, as in Britain, as in all
Europe. The measures taken by Yankee capitalism
are blind, they are measures to contain the policy
toward the Workers States, agreements with the
Workers Stales, and to try to win authority, lo win
credit with the bourgeoisie to prepare the war ag·
ainsl the Workers Stales, to reanimate the author·
ity of capitalism in Europe against the Workers
States and to win authority over the bourgeoisie
itself.

In the lace of this there is the Soviet policy
in the Middle East, which is encouraging Syria and
containing Yankee imperialism. This is an indicat
ion that lhe Soviets are conscious that Yankee
policy is to make them withdraw from Europe. They
know that they have points of support and can go
further. Previously, they would not have gone for·
ward in this way with the Syrians because it is a
political stimulus which is very, very delicate.
It stimulates a policy of resistence, conflict and
confrontation against imperialism, which means
confronting capitalism. It encourages measures
that advance toward Workers Stales. It is not a
policy which submits to capitalism nor which all·
ows capitalism or Yankee imperialism to dominate.
The Yankees have a policy thal is designed lo
impose the authority that continually escapes
them. The meeting of the ECM, the financial crisis,
the crisis of the dollar, and now the crisis with
Italy and the import restrictions confirm it.
Consequently, it is necessary to see Brandt's
resignation as part of the crisis of the capitalist
system, which tries to reorganise the government
so that it responds more lo direct unification with
the Yanks, but which has no perspective of winn·
ing. To succeed, such a policy would have lo be
imposed on the German workers by confronting the
trade unions. And the trade union movement has
already confronted Willy Brandt, It is a retreat by
Willy Brandt; and this shows that it is no longer
possible to continue with this policy of agreements, an internal strategy of agreements. New
tendencies, groups and regroupments are needed.
At the same time, this shows that what has happ·
ened with Willy Brandt, as has happened in Brit·
ain, is not a new situation. The attempt to make a
single party of the communists, socialists and Jell
tendencies shows the process Clf liquidation of the
old fotms and old schema of political life in Eur·
ope. There are attempts to form new groupings to
organise the left to replace the capitalist system.
This may take place in an electoral form, but it is
with the aim of replacing the capitalist system.
Norway shows ii quite clearly, Sweden, France

with the United Front, and Italy. Capitalism is
trying to defend itself from this process to prevent
ii affecting the social democracy even more. But
it continues to influence and stimulate the Social·
ist Parties.
The meetings which the social democracy
have held in Europe very recently show a whole
turn to the left, even if still as a social democracy,
The meetings held by the Socialist International,
the" frequency of the meetings, the meetings on
Chile, the condemnation of the coup in Chile, lhe
support to the Chi leans and lhe support of lhe
German government to the Chi leans has shown
that the Socialist Party feels the influence and
weight of the struggles of the masses of Europe
and of the German proletariat. Imperialism has
tried to contain with measures that avoid a direct
confrontation. using any pretext to intervene in the
internal struggle in the German Socia list Party,
which is yielding, in part, to the need for Germ·
any's development independent from imperialism
and in agreement with the USSR, in agreement with
the Workers States.
Germany has been the champion of economic
and social equilibrium in Europe; but it has also
been the champion of agreements with lhe Workers
Slates, more than any other country. Imperialism
has been able tointervene to contain this process
because there is still not a fixed tendency devel·
oped in Germany.This is imperialism's attempt lo
intervene. But the struggle of the German masses
has shown that they understood from the beginning
and have intervened to contain imperialism. And
they will intervene again now; in one way or anolh·
er there will be a reaction from the proletariat.
They will not allow any retreat in the stan·
dard of living, wages, working conditions or level
of employment. There will be an intensification
of the struggles, favourable from every point of
view to the organisation of the left, which has to
be constructed in every possible way. Willy Brandt
could not do ii because he had a policy of the
centre linked with the right; and partially with the
Jell too • more linked with sectors of the right in
economic policy and programme. External policy
was against the right, so there was an internal
compromise. The external policy of Willy Brandt
was allowed and internally there was a policy of
aUiance with the right. But he had to give way on
all the workers strikes, which showed that the
German proletariat felt secure.
It is oecessary to appeal lo the German prol·
etarial to reject anyretreat in external policy, any
retreat on what it has won. And, on the contrary,
to increase the links with the Workers States, the
policy of a certain unification of the Socialist
Party and trade unions with the rest of Europe,

BREAK THE FEUDAL CONTROL OF THE
One of the most importaht objectives to ach·
ieve is trade union democracy. It is necessary to
break the feudal functioning of the trade unions,
to give the masses the freedom lo discuss and pose
the need for a coherent programme to prevent a
future crisis, the outbreak of a future crisis throu·
ghoul Europe, to guarantee full employment and to
guarantee the left's advance to power, to prepare
a worker and peasant government. The eris is of
Willy Brandt indicates that there are going to be
further crises of the capitalist system, in France,
Italy, Germany, Britain and Belgium.
What Willy Brandt's government put forward
with regard to co-management is a swindle, it prov·
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and a programme of nationalisations, planning,
workers control, functioning councils. II is nee·
essary to eliminate the co-management that Brandt
had proposed, which is a complete swindle, and
to propose the organisation of workers councils,
factory councils, nationalisations under workers
control, agreements with the Workers States, dem·
anding the sliding scale al wages, sliding scale of
hours, for trade union democracy and the eliminal·
ion of feudal forms of trade union functioning.
It is necessary lo appeal to the communists
lo support the struggle, not the struggle lo sustain
Willy Brandl but to sustain this programme, slim·
ulaling agreements with the Workers States and
the progranune of demands.
The resignation of Brandt who did not have
the courage to fight and did nol appeal to the left
or the workers movement shows lhal this is not
the way to form the left or to maintain a policy of
sustained progress that maintains employment and
the development of the economy, even if within
the capitalist camp. What has been shown to be
necessary is a worker and peasant government.
Capitalism submits every problem of the economy
to its need to prepare the antiSoviet front. Even
if it takes place with"lotal intercapilalisl comp·
etilion. Brandl did not have the courage lo appeal
to the masses to mobilise; if he had appealed to
them he would have paralysed the coup against
him. He acted with the class sentiment of not want·
ing to disturb the capitalist system,and this shows
that this is not (he way. With all the possibilities
which Willy Brandl had to support himself on the
trade miions and the masses, who would have supp·
orted him, he did not appeal to the Party. He was
afraid of conducting a struggle in which ne would
have been supplanted, he .was afraid of being supplanted by fhe masses who would have imposed
anticapilalist positions, not just against lhe right
of the Socialist Party. The struggle for the organ·
isation of the left and a consistent programme of
agreements with the Workers Stales, which would
have the effect of weakening capitalism and prep·
aring the worker and peasant government, cannot
be waged by submitting to these leaderships. It is
necessary to impel the organisation of the left lo
secure a coherent progra nme supported by the trade
unions, on trade union struggles. At the same time,
changing the preseni trade union leaderships which
are, in one way or another, compromised with the
bourgeois apparatus, with the apparatus of the
capitalist regime and which limit the struggle of
the masses.

TRADE

UNION

BUREAUCRACY!

ides no solution for wages or the cost of living of
the masses. It is a measure designed exclusively
for the incorporation of a number of trade union
leaders into the administrative apparatus of the
capitalist system and make them advance as bur·
eaucrats lo contain, divert, subject and break up
workers movement. Co-management means to use
ideas and preoccupation in the capitalist interejl
of competition - capitalism's internal competition
and the antagonistic competition against the work·
ers movement, against the class struggle of the
masses. What it is necessary to secure is trade
union representation in every nationalised enterpr·
ise.

9th May, 1974
The trade unions should have a programme
which is determined by the interesls of the class
struggle and which carries the positions of the
trade union into the factory, beginning with the
cost price, sales price and quality of food. II is
necessary to oppose the sale price that capitalism
fixes and to set a reasonable price that is accept·
able to the masses, not submitted to capitalist
interests and capitalist competition. It is necess·
ary to oppose every adulteration of food and press
for all the factories to be nationalised. It is lhe
trade uoions that must decide this, the factory
assemblies and assemblies in each sec Ii on to
discuss and to promote a policy and programme of
workers control of finance, production and quality
of food so that the population is not cheated. At
the same time, it is necessary to prepare a govern·
ment of the left lo arrive at a worker and peasant
government on the basis al an anlicapilalist prog·
ramme.
II is necessary to reject co-management,
and instead to ·struggle for workers representation
in all the nationalised enterprises with the objective of advancing to the development of production
based on the interests of the population,lhe con·
sumplion of the population,lo nationalise more
enterprises and to plan production.And in relation
lo private enterprises- reject participation in them.
There is no reason lo participate in them,even as
representatives of the trade union movement bee-

THE INTERNAL STRUGGLE IN THE SOCIALIST

ause this only serves capitalism.In the national·
ised industries,it can give a stimulus and impulse,
because this does nol depend on private property
but on the general interestilationalised property.
II is necessary lo propose lo pul these factories
under the control of the state so that the more im·
portant factories are nationalised to be able to
plan production.
This is the function of the Jell in Germany,
this, in a very general way, is what the JUSOS are
pro1X1sing. We appeal lo the JUSOS to reanimate
their intervention, clarifying and elevating their
programme, making ii a coherent anticapitalist pro·
ramme of agreement with the Workers Slates, a
programme of nationalisation, expropriation witll·
out compensation, planning with workers control
to form a government of the left which advances
to a worker and peasant government. It is necess •
ary to supersede the agreement with the Liberals,
to win the left Liberals with a programme of nat•
ionalisations showing the superiority of production
with nationalised and planned property. Not the
bourgeois liberal agreement, or liberal social democratic agreement, which means the defence of the
capilalisl system. It is necessary to develop trade
union democracy, all democratic liberties; and in
this framework lo impose the elimination of all the
limitations there are on the right of the communists to be represented in the government, in the
judicial apparatus, everywhere; complete freedom
for everyone, every tendency that struggles for soc·
ial progress, but no liberty for the fascists. This
is one of the essentia I points that they must fight
for.
The entire capitalist regime is in crisis, in
Europe and in the world. The liquidation of Willy
Brandt and his resignation without appealing to tf\e
masses, shows lhal they were afraid of being by·
passed by a class action and mobilisation. It
shows that they are not capable of organising the
left, they limit their policy to avoid stepping out
side the limits of the capitalist system, while
there is a powerful left now that want lo progress
and capitalism does not have a base.

PARTY AND THE EXAMPLE OF THE SUPER-

IORITY OF THE GERMAN WORKERS STATE.
At the same time, Brandt's resignation shows
that he did not want to submit to the right. By not
submitting lo the right he left the way open for a
later impulse that could come quickly, but it is
. not necessary lo depend on him but to construct
a left with an anticapitalist policy and programme.
This is the basis for the formation of the left.
There is. lhe same crisis in the Socialist Parties
throughout the world, they are obliged to advance
and capitalism cannot advance because ii is eKh·
austed. The masses are impelling the Socialist
Party in France with the socialist communist uni·
led front with the object of making a programme
that bypasses the capitalist system. II is necess·
ary lo support this measure to abolish what rem
ains of the capitalist system, to overthrow it, lo
organise the united front with the object of push·
ing forward the policy and programme against the
capitalist system. It is necessary lo appeal to the
police and army to accept this programme and to
prepare the transformation of the struclure of the
capitalist system, to liquidate their dependance
on the capitalist system and to transform ii in the
form of social and economic organisations which
respond lo the need for anticapitalist progress.
The structure of capitalism cannot allow ~ny adv·
ance, however limited, in economic demands and
progress. The workers have lo win. everything by
strikes. Every important progress has to be reach·
ed on the basis of the overthrow of the capitalist
system. It is on all this that the programme of the
socialist left in Germany and all Europe must be
based.
At the same time, one of the essential asp·
eels which exerts a pressure on the capitalist
system in Germany is the existence of the German
Workers State which shows the social, economic
and political superiority which is a constant press·

ure on capitalist Germany. One of the conditions
that imperialism is afraid of in the establishment
of a socialist government under the leadership of
the left, is the influence of the German Workers
Stael which is superior to what exists in capitalist
Germany. Although the economic development of
capitalist Germany is more important, the dignity
of life is superior in the German Workers Stale; the
German masses see this. Imperialism wants to
smash such an influence, hence the pressure lo
liquidate Willy Brandt. Brandt's last phase was
characterised by a constant pressure of imperial·
ism to obstruct his policy. While Willy Brandt
sought to lean on the German Workers Stale for the
recognition of Czechoslovakia and Poland and win
points of support in lhe working class and the pelil
bourgeoisie. But he would not have found suffic·
ienl support in the way he was looking for it,
because for the petit bourgeoisie to be consistent
in its support, it is necessary to transport the
superiority of dignity of life in the German Workers
State into capitalist Germany.
This is one of the essential ways lo influence
the petit bourgeoisie, which is the point of support
of the CSU, the Libera Is and the right in the Soc·
ialist Party; and also of the workers aristocracy
which dominales the Socialist Party and trade union
movement to prevent the influences of the more
adva need processes in the Socia list and Communist Parties, like in France and Italy, penetrating
the trade union movement and Socialist Party.
Consequently, it is necessary for the trade
unions, the Socialist and Communist Parties lo
concentrate on this task of homogenising the th· ·
ought of the proletarian vanguard to demonstrate
that the German Workers State is superior to capit·
alist Germany from every point of view.

ProfIt from tile victory of Ille 'NO'
In order to advance toward
tlle Government of the left!
8realt tile Christian Democrfl~
to construct tile left Catllollc Party I
Support Ille Irene/I mt11ses for
Ille victory of tile tlnlon Populalre l
The victory of the 'NO' has been a formidable defeat for reaction, for the Christian ·
Democracy and the bourgeoisie. It expressed in Italy the world wide elevation of the con.sc· .
iousness and maturity of the masses, of their will to progress that defeats every reactionary
and repressive measure and that imposes everywhere the victory Of intelligence and reason,,
As cde Posadas said, and as is analysed in the manifesto. of 1st May of the International
Secretariat of the IV International, it is the expression of the tact that 'the world Is ready
for communism'. It is the expression, in Italy, of the world wide revolutionary wave that
has seen in the last few weeks, the revolutionary movement in Ethiopia, the disintegration
.of fascism in Portugal, the great victory ot the candidate of the Union Populaire in the first
round of the presidential elections in France and now the ~0% vote for the 'NO' Jn ft?ly,
The victory of the 'NO' is the victory of the masses in the conquest of a civil r1ght,
ft has been determined, above all by the objective to defeat the reactionary manoeuvre of
the [JC(1) in the organisation of this referendum. It has also been a victory on a relatively
secondary problem, not linked with the fundamental ones that concern the majority of the
population, The DC tried to gain a reactionary Christian Democrat and fascist majority to
acqulrea social and electoral base for a reactionary policy, to form a reactionary govern·
ment, based on the repression of the workers movement and the masses, The 'silent majority'
that they sought has been exposed as a minority,
They have been helped by the fact that from the camp of the 'NO' have been excluded
everyone less than 21 years old - that weigh in social and productive life, who work, who
study, who are exploited and participate in the formation of national income, but who the
bourgeoisie deny the right to vote,
The victory ot the 'NO' is a victory of the proletariat, The working class has deter·
mined the molecular formation of public opinion, it has gen€"talised the consciousness of the
need to confront this manoeu~re it has seen its reactionary and ant/working class charact•
er. Even if there has been no decisive intervention of the trade unions for the 'NO', and because of the timidity of the leaderships, particularly at confederal level, there have only been
lndiVidual statements, the working class, beginning from its organisms, from the factory and
area councils, the factory assembl!es, showed that the base called to vote 'NO' as a class.
It has unified the rejection of the reactionary manoeuvre with the class struggle ifl order to
raise the l/vlng conditions of the workers and to transform society, to put scientific and
technological progress at their service, not the capitalists'.
·
The spontaneou:i demonstrations of joy of young people that have throughout the coun·
try, gone into the streets to celebrate the victory express the deep antlcap/tallst signif·
icance that the masses have given this victory.
Tha defeat of the Christian Democracy shows that a very large sector of its elec;tors
voted against their party and refused to support a reactionary manoeuvre or a rightwlng gov·
er 1'1ment. So a sharp crisis is announced in the Christian Democracy preparing its dis integration. E11actly as In France, where the elections just held showed the end of Gaul/ism.
this defeat of the Christian Democracy shows that the bourgeoisie cannot count any more
upon mass parties that give it a stable support.
The conditions exist to realise the slogan pf the Posadlst IV lnternatlona/; BREAK
71-IE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY/ ORGANISE A LEFT CATHOLIC PARTY! It is necessary
to finalise the break of the Christian democracy obtained In this referendum, to concretise
it with political, programmatic and organisational solutions,
The initiative of the workers movement is necessary, This Initiative of the Christian
Democracy, of the government and the bourgeoisie cannot be left without conclusions. The
government is inevitably going to fall. The declarations of Berto/di and Giolitt/ (2) against
the government confirm ft, It is necessary to organise immediately the mobilisations to overthrow this government ; impose a government of the left/
A cast iron united front of the socialist, communist and catholic masses is going to
be strengthened in tha discussion ot the programme, in the organisation of the joint struggle
to press forward tha present demands of the proletariat. The base of the government of the
left, PC/, PSI, left DC - the majority In the country, but also the electoral majority in this
referendum - is going to be consolidated. Even discounting the Liberal and Republ!can
'NOrJ)the'NO' still has the majority. The contribution of women to the victory of the 'NO'
is an important part of this progress, it has defeated the DC's attempts to speculate on the
so called backwardness of women in order to facilitate its reactionary manoeuvres. Women
want to vote for progress, not for reaction!
( .... ) The bourgeoisie will not remain inert. Its attempts to provide a social base for
the coup have tailed, but this will not make it give up. It may adjourn it, but. it will try again
later. This victory of the 'NO' has already weakened enormously tl}e social capacity of
the bourgeoisie to make a coup. There is now a world situation more favourable than at the
time of the coup in Chile, The 'boomerang' of which Posadas speaks with regard to the
effects of the Chilean coup, the counter coups unfavourable to capitalism that there have
been, is in full development. It is necessary to take advantage of this world relationship of
forces, to take it into account at the moment to act and to intervene in th.is process.
They are going to try the coup anyway, but in very poor conditions for them, The mobilisations of the masses for trade union demands and tor a GOVERNMENT OF THE LEFT,
the permanent initiative of the class to solve all problems, the full democratic functioning
of the factory and area councils, are the concrete means to confront and smash all attempt/?
at a coup,
This is how it is necessary to profit from the victory of the 'NO' and to transform it
into a powerful 'YES' for the unity of the working class and the ,masses, for trade union
unity, tor the unity of the workers parties and trade unions, for the government of the left,
for the worker and peasant government in Italy and for the Socialist Europe,
15 May 1974
Ufficio Politico def PCR(T)
Sezione ltaliana
de/la IV lnternazionale • Posadista

NOTES
(1) Christian Democracy - the ruling party with relative majority.
(2) members of the Socialist and Social Democratic Parties, the other twc
parties in the 'centre left' coalition.
(3) bourgeois parties that were obliged to formally campaign for the 'NO'
in order to maintain their authority over their petit bourgeois base,
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SUPPORTTHE NURSES 1 CLAIMI
DEVELOP LABOUR 1 S
PROGRAMME FOR HEALTH!
We give our warmest frateuial support. to the
nurses in their struggle for a liveable wage and we
call on the whole Labour movement to make strikes
and demonstrations of solidarity, linking the wage
claim with the wider discussion of the collapse of
the National Health Service and the socialist prog·
ramme for its reconstruction.
The nurses have shown in their demonstrat·
ions up and down the country and in the turn out
on MayDay that they want to link with the working
class in its opposition to the capitalist system.
Th is is profoundly important because it reflects a
further erosion of the social support on which cap·
italism had previously been able to rely. The
nurses and the civil servants with their demonst·
rations, the mass pickets of the bank clerks in
France and the strikes of the police in Germany
reflect a whole current of the population which
sees capitalism in retreat and incapable of solving
any of the problems which the masses have to face.
They are attracted by the social power of the pro!·
etariat.
The support a11d solidarity, like the miners
offer of help on the pickets, come as no surprise.
Every day in the wards and outpatients the work·
i ng class rely on the ski 11 of the nurses to treat
accident victims from the· mines, factories, building
sites. The working class appreciates too well the
skill and social value of the nurses.
Capitalism, on the other hand, insults an
SRN with 25 pound and a student nurse with 13
pound before stoppages for 40 hours, shift work and
a heavy responsibility.As always under capitalism;
the weakest and least organised sectors are expl·
oited most, and now the bourgeois press whines
that patients will die if there is a strike. What they
don't say is that patients are dying everyday thr·
ough lack of hospital beds, lack of laboratory fac·
i lities and lack of money to pay for prescriptions.
The trade unions and Labour movement must mob·
i lise in support of the nurses,as the miners have
already offered and as the TGWU has mobilised
for the pensioners. But it is also necessary for the
left in the Labour Party to use this opportunity to
intervene on the whole question of the National
Hea Ith Service and its future.
The nurses themselves havemade it quite
clear that it is not just a question of wages. They
immediately highlighted the abuse of the NHS by
private practice. The small minority of private
patients tie up a vast amount of consultants time
and operating theatres while working people have
to wait for months or years for treatment that should
be given immediately after diagnosis. The left in
the Labour Party must demand the implementation

of the section of the party programme that calls
for an end to private practice in the NHS hospitals.
But this is not the only way capitalism profits from
the NHS.
The multinational drug companies are curr·
ently making monopoly profits from the hea Ith serv·
ice. And the social cost of these profits is enorm·
ous, not only the cost of useless drugs that do not
correspond to the claims made for them, but drugs
that are marketed without being properly tested for
dangerous side effects. The callousness of Thal·
idomide alone is an unanswerable indictment of the
capitalist drug industry.
The nationalisation of pharmaceutica Is wou Id
not only ensure a better, more efficient and safer
drug supply industry, but would release money to
develop the hospital building programme. It is nee·
essary to nationalise the building industry without
compensation and under workers control; the trade
unions have to intervene with a plan for hospital
huilding to meet the needs of society.
It is necessary to discuss the internal or~
anisation of the hospitals and the NHS •. At present
the administration is grossly inefficient and the
nurses and patients are submitted to a rigid auto·
cratic structure and the slavish submission topetty
bureaucratic rules. The patients have to be incorp·
orated not only in constructive and udeful. activity
in the wards, as they are for example in China and
Cuba where the hospitals, particularly the merital
hospitals, express the superiority of the Workers
State in the collective life, but also in discussion
and decision making. We propose that the hea Ith
service be run under the control, at aII levels, of
elected committees of nurses and all other hospital
staff, patients and trade union delegates. Without
a democratic structure the NHS cannot meet the
needs of the population. The left in the Labour
Party has to raise a campaign of discussion for
these demands and mobilise the support of the trade
unions to implement them, taking them as part of
the anticapitalist struggle.
STRIKES AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN SUPPORT
OF THE NURSES WAGE CLAIM!
FOR THE NATIONALISATION OF THE DRUG
INDUSTRY WITHOUT COMPENSATION AND UN·
DER WORKERS CONTROL!
FOR A TRADE UNION PLAN OF HOSPITAL
BUILDING, BASED ON THE NATIONALISATION
OF THE BUILDING INDUSTRY!
FOR WORKERS CONTROL OF THE HEALTH
SERVICE! OUT WITH PRIVATE PRACTICE!
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to lreland,another sector demands their withdrawal
just as a sector demand an investigation into corr·
uption and another tries to create obstacles to it.
courage but it is a personal courage that
Nor can the Labour Party leadership rely on the
acts as a substitute for policy and progtrade unions to subscribe to a social pact.
ramme. He could hardly have expected to
receive the suppoft of the working class
The immediate response of the engineers to
in N./re/and in conditions of intimidation,.
the attempt to expropriate their funds makes it
tenorism and assassination when Jhe
clear that the trade unions who defeated Wilson's
TUC and the trade union leadership in
attempt to control them earlier on, will not allow
general have never put forward any real
policy and programme for N.lreland and
the government to control or divert the activity of
organised no actions in support of the
the masses;create difficulties yes, but control, no.
Northern Irish working class. No , he is
The intervention of Murray in N.lreland, however
reacting to the preoccupation of the workers vanguard in Britain.
I imited, is again an example of the unions carrying
Seen in this light, Murray's action
out a line that the Labour Party does not.
has a particular importance since the
The process of partia I regeneration does not
trade unions are one of the organisations
of the working class with the possibility
weigh in Britain to the same extent as in France
of unifying the struggles of the Northern
or Italy because however shaken the structure of
Irish workers with those of the working
British imperialism, there are still tenacious links
class in this country in an organic way;
and with the working class in the Irish
betwe 31 the labour aristocracy, Labour Party and
Republic. Also, of course, the trade untrade unions which have to be broken. All the imm·
ions are not only a basic and independent.
ense ties with capita Iism revealed in the Dan Smith
organisation of the working class,· but
case show the need for a thorough transformation
the base of the Labour Party.
At the same time, all this is going
in the functioning of the Labour Party to allow the
to increase the crisis in the Labour Parfree circulation of ideas. When sectors exist who
ty attdthe government itself.It also gives
only wish to live off the capita list system and use
a basis of support to those sectors of the
left that seek the means to develop and
the Labour Party for this, it is not possible to fun·
implement anticapitalist demands in the
ction as a Party in the interests of the working
Labour Party.
class.
What is necessary is a policy and
programme of the trade unions and the
We appea I to the sectors of the left in the
TUC on al/ the problems of the N.lrish
t' ade unions and Labour Party to intervene on the
masses • And this has to be discussed
subject of the draft programme, stressing the need
developed and formulated in the factories
in mass meetings. A movement already
for a complete and open discussion, calling public
exists to remove the troops of British
meetings on the subject, examining the collapse
impeyia/ism from N.lre/[ind. It is a demand that must be discussed and raised
of the capita list system and the necessity of nat·
immediately.
iona lisations to develop the economy and improve
· 1he broadcasts by Wilson and_ Faulk·
the standard of living. This is part of the need for
ner last weekend are a preparation to use
the ttoops more directly against the Prot·
a better political life in the Labour Party; similarly
estant working class in particular. The
it is necessary to discuss throughout the party the
role of the troops in all this is clear question of corruption, the need to break all bus
they are there for repression. Previously
iness interests with capitalism. It is not enough to
they made a massive arme(I invasion of
the No Go Areas of Derry and Belfast in
declare business interests - they must not exist
'operation motorman'. During the course
in the Labour Party. It is not possible to discuss
of the present crisis relations between
and extend the policy of nationalisations without
them and the thugs of the UDA and UWC
eliminating those sectors who have links with cap·
have been very good. The army asks for
tire barricades to be taken down and the
italism and no interest in the public appropriation
UWC thugs politely take them down. But
of privately owned enterprise. The cleansing proc·
the troops are being prepared for action
ess - as in the Communist Parties - is not going
and it is clear what that action is likely
to be.
to weaken the Labour Party but only capitalism.
However, the army can be decompThe Labour Party has to be elevated to an·
osed and sectors won to the struggle of
other stage of activity and programme. Its present
tire masses ; as the constant desertions
minority government is a transitory stage in the
of the British troops in N.lreland, the
desertions and killing of officers by Am·
development of a much more conscious left in the
erican soldiers in Vietnam and the act·
Labour Party. We appeal to the forces of the left
ions of the 'young officers' in Portugal
in the Labour Party to develop programmes of pol·
show. It is necessary to raise the demand
to discuss and organise a campaign for
itical education with an emphasis on marxism, to
ttade union rights in the army - t() demdevelop an activity toward the masses, to appeal
and that the Labour government takes
for organs of dual power, mass factory committees,
this measure.
workers district committees; to stimulate an activ·
ity toward the trade unions to use their force to
change tbe Labour Party on the basis of proletar·
ian democracy in the trade unions and posing basic
demands such as all wages to rise with the cost of
living and the sliding scale of hours; to intervene
immediately on this 'draft manifesto', in the Clay
Cross conference for example. The functioning of
the Labour Party does not correspond to the level
of the 11 ocess, the tota I crisis of capita Iism and
REGISTERED WITH THE
its incapacity fo reorganise the economy.The prog·
POST OFFICE AS A NEWSPAPER
ramme of nationalisation acquiresgreater and great·
Published by;
er forces in this stage of history because the succ-ess_ of the Workers State is a permanent example,
IV International Publications
but to use and develop the programme of national·
24 Cranbourn St. LONDON W.C.2
isations and planning to act as a workers central·
ising force, requires changing the instrument, the
Printed by The Rua.ell Preu Ltd., NoltinsJ11m.(J'U)
Labour Party into a political weapon and mass - - - - - - - - - - - - - - leadership, not functioning as an electoral mach·
ine.
26.5.74

RED FlAG

Out wltll .81/t/111 t1oop1
from Nortlle1n /1elt1nd I
'·

-

FRANCE

from page 3

do. They have to make all youth participate, It is
going to cause problems for some of the leaders
of the Popular Union because of their agitation,
their decision, thoo capacity, their resolution to
advance and to ta ka posit ions more and more to the
left. But it is natura I, the e)(a mp le of the young
people is useful to attract and impel other sector!
of the population.They see that youth is concerned
with the resolution of socia I problems, not ind iv·
idua I problems.
The Popular Union must understand these
prEssures and satisfy them. The young person of
12 tol6 or 16 to 21 is involved in a struggle they
are attracted to by the desire, the necessity to
solve social problems. This shows an immense
maturity, which is not given by the capitalist sys·
tem but by socialist ideas. It is the struggle of the
masses which is going to mature the young people.
Otherwise they would live concerned with their
own problems of relations with adults, puberty and
adolescence. Instead of that they are won to the
desire to participate socially. How can they put
such a force on one side? They have to be incorp·
or&ted. They are an effect of the world process of
the revolution. They represent a force that capit·
al ism cannot utilise and which is not employed.
It is necessary to take account of capital·
ism's intention to use the right in the Socialist and
Communist Parties, and to combat this. All youth
must participate and the Socialist and Communist
Parties and the trade unions must lead a life of
discussion with them, so they participate in the
programme of struggle, of political, social and ec·
onomic activity and they have to be in the leadership. There has to be an intense political life ·in
the trade unions, the student centres and the work·
ers parties. It is necessary to see that youth and
women participate, to put women in the leadership
of the trade unions, workers parties and the student movement. It is necessary to press forward an
intense political life, to e)(plain the necessity for
the solution of a socialist France, to make every·
one intervene democratically. It is necessary to
realise that the world process is going to favour
this perspective in France and not capita Iism.
Imperialism's manouevre in Germany, which
liquidated Willy Brandt to prevent the continuation
of the Ostpolitik, has already failed. And this fail·
ure is going to become more and more accentuated.
The existing world structure does not allow any
retreat. Bui ii is not only a question of the econ·
omic structure. This is fundamental, but the ess·
ential aspect is the spirit of people who do not
want to retreat. The young people of France, the.
children and youth from 12 to 21 have this under·
standing and vision. It is necessary to make them
paiticipate.
Even withou! a conscious leadership, the
wor!d process has a unified structure. There is a
combination of influences between the Workers
States, the struggle of the masses of Asia, Africa,
Latin America,the proletariat of Europe and Japan.
And all this has a great influence in the United
States. The masses in the United States observe
the elections in France and are educated by this
example. They see the role of the proletariat and
fol low this experience. They are soon going to
make all this weigh in the United States, they are
going to see that Watergate cannot be resolved by
the bourgeois summits, but it means a democratic
social progress preparing the fall of North Americ·
an imperialism so that the war which they are pre·
paring causes the least damage possible and so
that it can be overthrown with the rest of capital·
ism as soon as possible.
It is necessary to agitate around the slog·
an 'Imperialism out of Europe!', 'Yankee troops
out of Germany, out of Europe!'. The less weight
imperialism has in Europe, the more the proletar·
iat is going to progress and be in the· conditions
to exercise its influence and hegemony over the
rest of the population. The perspective is to sir·
uggle without waiting for the next elections, to
carry the programme of the Popular Union into the
social terrain, to apply it by means of struggles
that unite it to the programme for socialist Europe.

The conscious development of factory coun·
cils is necessary. It is necessary to commuaicate
this to the population, to propagandise this expl·
aininp. the reasons they are necessary, to show
the unity between- the functioning of the workers
councils, the student councils and the economic
programme. Showing that the councils, far from
harming the functioning of the economy, favour and
develop it. It is necessary to sh ow that these organs are needed for the development of the economy
considering the decrepitude of French capitalism,
and of all those who voted for Giscard.
The proletariat of Asia, Africa, Latin Am·
erica and the entire world followed the elections,
they received this education. They feel more sure
of this weight which they represent. And this is
going to stimulate a more conscious, more contin·
uous and more decided intervention in the class
struggle for power. It is learning to exercise its
influence, to exert pressure, to see how to profit
from an electora I situation as a means to go to
power. It is learning to elevate the trade union
struggles to political and programmatic struggles
for power.
It is a very great example which shows the
weakness of the capitalist system and the enorm·
ous progress of the revolution.The proletarian van·
guard gives its assent and support and genera I·
ises its acceptance throughout the population. The
world proletariat is going to receive the effect of
this, transmit it and make ii weigh everywhere in
the world to impel the struggle.
The trade unions and the Parties of the Pop·
ular Union must call meetings and public discuss·
ions in which all the population intervenes to dis·
cuss the application of the programme of the Pop·
ular Union; the programme which is capable of
overcoming the difficulties which the population
faces as a consequence of the crisis of capitalisrr.
We believe that the comrades of the left
groups must draw the conclusions from their erroneous attitude. If they had voted for the Popular
Union in the first round, while maintaining their
criticism, they would have allowed the Popular
Union to be a very great centre of polarisation to
attract and to decide many more people to vote.
Bui their attitude of attacks,cfiticisms which were
unnecessary and unjust (because they did not make
revolutionary criticisms as a class party with class
objectives) their aggressive criticisms were not
able to stimulate the understanding nor attract
discouraged petit bourgeois sectors. They could
not compensate for this attitude by declaring that
they were vot'1ng for Mitterand in the second round.
If they characterised Mitterand and the Popular
Union more or less as a bourgeois party in the
first 1ound, how can they change their mind in the
second round? The comrades of the left groups
must understand that it is necessary lo correct
such an attitude and such political conduct.
Our interest and common objective - for the
left groups, the Posadists, the Communist Party,
the Socialist Party, the Popular Union - is the
progress of France toward socia Iism. The best
route is in discussion. But the masses are with the
Popular Union, with a leadership which wants to
make socialist measures advance. These are the
conditions. which exist, these are the centres. It
is necessary tostimulate and promote a discussion
within the Socialist and Communist Parties to
draw these conclusions, raising the necessity of
a consistent programme of the left, uniting trade
unions, parties, population; the Common Progr·
arr me of the Popular Union, based on the mobilis·
ation of the masses which will include the prep·
aration for the civil war that capitalism can un·
leash.
The attitude of the comrades of the left gr·
oups has not favoured the understanding nor the
concentration in the Popular Union and the trade
unions: On the contrary, it has prrovoked dispers·
ion and insecurity and sown doubt. It is not possible to compensate for that with appeals to vote
for the Popular Union in the second round. The
comrades of the left groups have a large part of
the responsibility for the missing votes (they took
370,000 in the first round) that could have led to
electoral triumph. Comrades of the left groups,
with all our sentiment, with all our communist

- - - -------- -----------

---·

passion, we say to you, you must correct your·
selves because the conduct you are adopting is
not revolutionary.You must maintain the criticisms
of the Popular Union and the Communist Party that
you feel necessary; but you must do it with the
objective of impelling the understanding and the
progress of the struggle against capitalism.
For capitalism to win it has to push aside
an important part of the active population, youth
from 12 to 16 and from 16 to 21. They are an act·
ive part of the population even if they do not int·
ervene in production. They engender ideas, social
thought and will that prepare their incorporation in
production.
Capitalism also pushes aside the immigrant
workers who amount to more than 4,000,000 people.
Who says that capitalism is not in retreat? It. is
dead' The comrades of the Communist Party, the
Socialist Party, the left Radicals, CGT, CFDT
must consider this process and see that imperial·
ism is powerless to contain the advance of the
revolution, even by means of atomic threats and
war. The Soviet Union must understand this proc·
ess as it develops, support and collaborate with

it.
As for ourselves, our behaviour consists in
maintaining our objective criticisms of the Comm·
unist Party, the Popular Union, to impel them with
fraternal criticism destined to mobilise an instru·
men! of progress. One cannot try to find another.
It is necessary to be based on the instrument that
e)(ists, to impel them to gain confidence and to
arm the instrument of the Popular Union, the Comm·
unisl Party, the Socia Iist Party, the CGT and
CFOT so they acquire confidence in the consistent
application of the communist method.
This is a logical and sensible attitude, to
see that the Communist Party and the Popular Un·
ion go to power, and in their march tow<l1'd power
resolve the problems of progress, of the maturing
advance toward the construction of socialism. All
the problems of the class struggle, of the civil war,
of the atomic war, can only be resolved in the
elevation of the struggle. This is why the attitude
of the Posadist comrades is the most dignified.
We call on the left rgroups to adopt this attitude
in the future and in the immediate struggles in
France.

FRANCE WANTS CHANGES TOWARDS
The closeness of the vote has given the
proletariat an idea of its own strength, it has strengthened its decision to triumph and its authority
over the rest of the country. It feels that it has
organised and orientated half of the electoral pop·
ulation to vote for the programme of the Popular
Union. This electoral result shows the immense
authority of the proletariat. It is a form of indirect
organisation of dual power. It is not directly exercised as such but it is expressed through the elf·
ort to be the electoral majority.
The proletariat is going to draw the concl·
usions. It is going to experience this powerful
~
sentiment of confidence and to throw all its f11ce
into the great social struggles, into the strikes
and mobilisations to obtain the enormous demands
of the workers movement - wages, conditions of
work, all the progress and gains of technology,
cybernetics, automation for the benefit of the pop·
ulation, better relations with work, defJnca of the
physical well being of the population -the normal
struggles of the workers movement in the struggle
for the programme of the Popular Union. It is nee·
essary to unite this programme with the Popular
Union. This form of dual power which is not expr·
essed directly but which exists in the conscious·
' ness of the proletariat, must be the basis for the
leadership of the Popular Union lo take account of
the immense power that ii represents, and the wea •
kness of capitalism. The proletariat is making its
strength felt, it is going to exert a pressure on a11
the workers movement, the factories, workers districts, the Parties, so they use this enormous force
and authority and this nascent form of dual power.
It is necessary to take this into consideration, to
accentuate it and support it, to aIlow the great
development of tbe struggle for the programme of
the Union, linking it with the struggle to go to the
government, preparing the conditions for a progr·
ess of the proletariat toward a government of the
left, toward power. This is the activity which it is
aecessary to press forward.

Hungary

from page 1

with just good will. They need the form of the
Party the International form the
programme, the policy, the objectives, for the
construction of communism on a world scale.
This passes through a struggle in the
Communist Parties against the conservative,
routinist, self motivated tendencies. Dantzig and
Stettin in Poland showed this; it is a whole
concrete structure which has to be overcome in
the Party, at the same time as the world
communist movement unifies. The declaration
of the Hungarian Communist Party shows that a
process is begun there, which is going to have
to pass through the struggle against the
organisms of the bureaucratic power and
priviledge. The recent reversal of the policy of
the 'economic reforms', by which the Hungarian
Workers State had made in the past all sort .of
concessions to private property, means that
there is a great struggle started which involves
the necessity to return to marxism in the
elaboration of the programme, the policy, the
objectives, of the Party, and which is not
finished.

SOCIALISM.

It is necessary to address the army and the
police, to appeal to them to support the programme
of the Popular Union.. to show them that elector·
ally it has organised half the population to vote for
it. It is necessary to incorporate in the balance
the young people from 12 to 21 who did not vote,
and particularly youth from 18 to 21, and the imm·
igrant workers who did not vote. Taken as a whole
this means an absolute majority! It is necessary
to include all these forces in the calculations, to
address the army and the police, to make them feel
the necessity of the programme of the Popular Un·
ion to resolve the problems of the economy and the
country. This is the real France!
The proletariat is not defeated. It lost elect·
orally with a minimal difference of less than 1%.
It has experienced its OWi immense power, it feels
that it has attracted the votes of the population
through its struggles. It is going to continue to
intervene with this conviction and assurance.
The Popular Union must count on th is force of the
proletariat, base itself on it, mobilise it, make it
weigh on the whole population by means of ass·
embl'les, mobilisations, meetings, discussions in
the factories, factory assemblies where the students and peasants are invited to intervene, as the
Italian proletariat has done. It is necessary to
organise factory councils, district councils as the
leadership of the country, as the power to push
forward this will to change throughout France.
France, the French people want changes!
The French people want profound changes
of structure, to transform all the capitalist count·
ries toward socialism, to advance to the left, to
socialism. It has already showri this in its great
movements in the small factories like LIP and
- Rateau. These are the conclusions of these elections. The proletariat expresses this sentiment.
It is going to show this, it is going to show its
wi II and decision n thll next great struggles.
J.Posadas

19.5.74

As Posadas says in the document
"Solzhenitsyn, the Soviet Union and the
struggle for socialism",: "The correct attitude is
to discuss, to show that he represents individual
bureaucratic interests against the development
of socialism. The solution is Soviet democracy,
the development of the Soviet Union (and the
other Workers States)", and the extension of the
socialist revolution throughout the world, to
support concretely the transformation of the
whole world, by means of the revolutionary
struggle of the masses, as the Vietnamese did".
· It is the stage of the final settlement of
accounts with imperialism. Imperialism is
preparing for war against the Workers States. In
this,
the
most
elevated
Communist
International, the re-encounter of the wortd
communist movement with the marxism of this
stage, with Posadism, and the open functioning
of the Posadist International inside of the world
Communist movement, are needed.
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THE BRITISH TRADE UNIONS MUST
INTERVENE TO UNIFY THE STRUGGLE
OF THE IRISH AND BRITISH MASSES
The collapse of the Northern Ireland
Executive is another exhibition of the
fact that there is no solution within the
capitalist framework of society or
within the frontiers of N. Ireland for the
problems of the Catholic and
Protestant masses. The "Executive"
composed of the disintegrated forces
of unionism and the leadership of the
SDLP had no programme or policy to
satisfy the masses in any direction. It
was a limited concession to satisfy the
Catholics. It possessed small powers
and lived in the shadow of the brutal
regime of · the army of British
imperialism. The Sunningdale agree·
ment was an attempt to project the
fantasy of, at some stage, a united
capitalist Ireland and all it could pose
for Protestant sectors of small
businessmen, petit bourgeoisie, and
all those fearful of a perspective of
merger with the capitalist south was
insecurity economically, socially and
'
politically. Hence these sectors with
~--~theJr_ links. with. the ;;i.ristocracy of
•
labour sought to maintain the
sectarian division between catholics
and protestants but in conditions
which transcend these barriers and
which do not permit the success of
such a policy. Hence the "collapse" of
the "Executive" and the false drama of
the reactionary "general strike" do not
mark a new advantage for the forces
of reaction and capitalism in N. Ireland
nor do they mark the beginning of a
new "nationalism" of the Protestant
masses. All this is simply another
collapse without a perspective of a
solution within capitalism. Direct rule
will not help capitalism, all the
diplomacy in the world will not help it
least of all diplomacy with the South.
Cosgrave has no solution because
none of the capitalist forces in Britain
or Ireland can offer any policy or
programme to convince the masses of
any perspective within capitalism.
The whole episode of the general
strike was in a sense an X-Ray of the
weakness of capitalism. It was
launched by force and lockout with no
objective, but to bring down the
Assembly and
stimulate
fascist
sectarianism. These elements also
operated in part with the collusion of
the army. There was a constant danger
that if the strike continued the army
would be obliged to intervene more
and control would rapidly leave the
hands of the reactionary sectors. The
strike had no progressive objectives,
its objectives were simply to sustain
sectarianism. So fragile was this
"executive"
that
it
collapsed
immediately. But those who went
along with the strike, could present no
policy save the preservation of the
protestant "ascendancy" (and with
unionism
totally
disintegrated).
Paisley and other sectors of the
"loyalist workers" were o~liged to say
that they had no desire to oppress the
catholics. In reality the strike and the
collapse of the executive are due
finally to the activity of the masses of

Britain and Ireland who have resisted
whatever arrangements capitalism has
arrived at. The masses have provoked
the collapse of unionism. The
tendencies towards a united front of
catholic and protestant workers - an
inevitable
consequence
of
the
structure of the world revolution provoked capitalism to organise the
sectari§'tn killings and when that failed
to stimulate a general strike to divide
the working class. The collapse of the
"executive" has not solved this
problem for capitalism and cannot.
Already sectors involved in the strike
have called for the withdrawal of
British troops, the freeing of political
prisoners, the end of internment. None
of the protestant organisations
represent the protestant masses who
have very limited means in which to
discuss and decide, but when such
demands appear it shows that the
protestant and catholic masses will
inevitably and shortly find their way to
a common programme to get rid of the _
army and capitalism.
The intervention of the British army
showed all the crisis of British
capitalism as a whole. In the first
as
the
intervention,
Wilson
bourgeoisie complained, showed
vacillation.
He
denounced
the
organisers of the strike as a handful of
self imposed people, thus tending to
destroy the myth of the "mass" force
of this sector. Furthermore he raised
the whole issue of the withdrawal of
British troops, under the pressure of
the discussion in the labour party and
the British working class who have no
interest in the repression of the Irish
masses nor in the use of N. Ireland as a
training ground tor repression of the
masses in Britain. Wilson showed the

instability and inseturity of capitalism,
and also the pressures from the left in
the LP. Murrays intervention however
symbolic, was an expression of the
will of the British working class to aid
the struggle in Ireland, to make it part
of their struggle. This intervention will
have very favourable consequences
both in Ireland, among the protestant
and catholic masses and stimulates
the intervention of the British masses
and workers organisations towards
Ireland.
The left in the Labour party and in
the trade unions has to intervene on
the question of Ireland with great
force because the struggle of the
masses in Northern Ireland is a point
of support in the construction of an
organised left in the LP and the
Unions and a fundamental stimulus to
the class struggle here. The growing
campaign for the withdrawal of British
troops must be accompanied by the
appeal for trade union_ rights: in_ thtiarmy and political discussion and
education in the barracks. This is a
means not only of a more complete
intervention towards N. Ireland but
deepens the discussion of the role of
the army in N. Ireland and how it is
related to the preparation of the
military coup in this country. This has
to be accompanied by the develop·
ment of a programme for N. Ireland
which
includes
not
only
the
withdrawal of troops and the release
of all political prisoners the ending of
fascist legislation popular militia
based upon the trades unions and
mass committees, but a programme of
public works and a workers plan of
production elaborated by the trade
unions and the workers committees in
the factories and workers areas. Only

such a plan which to be operated,
requires a policy of nationalisations
under workers control and the
planning of production, can meer the
needs of Catholic and protestant
masses in housing, better conditions
of work, education, transport etc. Thjs
has
to
be
linked
with
the
understanding of the role of partiition,
and the need to end partition, but on
the basis of a programme which gives
the basis for unification in a socialist
republic, that is nationalisations,
expropriation of the big capitalist
farms and food monopolies wages to
rise with the costof living, unification
with Britain as part of a United Soviet
Socialist States of Europe.
As the workers organisations in
Ireland
are
quite
small
and
fragmented,
it
is
particularly
necessary that the British trade unions
- who have many members in N.
Ireland - continue the intervention
made by Murray with a programme
and policy to concentrate the forces of
the working class, north and south of
the border, catholic and protestant. If
the British TUC delegation to the
meeting of the European trade unions
can support the entry of the CGIL into
the organisation,
can
welcome
delegations. of -Portuguese trade
unionists, why not take steps to
discuss and resolve the problems of
the British and Irish working class?
We appeal to the forces in the IRA to
seek support in the world structure of
the revolutiol'\ which constantly
destroys the capacity of Imperialism to
find even the most superficial answers
to its total crisis. The support of the
British masses is a fundamental base
for the end of capitalism in Ireland and
the end of partition. The forces of the
"officials" and "provisionals" must
abandon the vision of an "Irish"
solution - it does not exist. They must
stimulate a discussion on Ireland
towards the British LP and the trade
unions with the object of the
unification of the struggles of the
British and Irish masses.

The article on the communist conception
of the militant in the Hu11garian C.R paper
This article is raising one of the most
fundamental discussions which is taking place
today in the Workers States and the world
communist movement: The article says: "The
petit bourgeois wants to 'redeem' himself rather
than the world; he does not want to change the
world, but to shape it to his own comfort. And he
strives to gain happiness for himself, rather than
for mankind. This represents an impasse of the
individual. But if it were to become general, it
would be an impasse for society as well ... "
The
article goes on:
"The inspiring
revolutionary outlook for modern man is to
make step by step, the increasing wealth of our
society serve collective goals."
We salute this discussion and the elevated
communist c'onclusion it has reached. This
conclusion is based on one of the most
fundamental communist principles on which
comrade Posadas has continued, strengthened
and developed the IV International as part of the
world communist movement. We call on the
Labour vanguard, on the Communist Party, the
groups, lo discuss the role Posadas and the IV
International have played in continuing the
International Party of Lenin, on the basis of the
construction of the militant, whose interest is
the Party and the revolution, not his own

interest, and whose Party is structured to serve
the most profound historic necessity of the
unification of the world communist movement,
of the USSR and China, of the Communist,
Socialist, Left Christian, Left Radical parties, to
finish as Posadas says: with "what is left of the
capitalist system."
Today, as is confirmed by this article, whole
sectors of the Communist movement reach the
conclusion of the necessity to return to
Marxism, to the communist conception of the
militant, to unify the world communist
movement. This is what cde. Posadas analysed
as the process of the 'Partial Regeneration'.
This means that tendencies in the Communist
Parties and in the Workers States, reach
conclusions. that Posadas has defended,
maintained, and developed, thanks to the
International form of the Party and the structure
based on the scientific organisation of life and
thoughts in one word, on marxism.
In order to reach the leadership of the CP, this
tend ency in the Hungarian CP has had to
struggle with the "petit bourgeois mentality".
This declaration by the Hungarian CP is
expressing the elevation of a sector of the
Communist Party which struggled inside of the
CP and which triumphed without breaking the

Party, or damaging it, on the contrary, raising it
as a whole. This means that it has felt the
immense force of the world revolution, the
victory of Vietnam, and of the Portuguese
masses, the dignified life of the masses of
Vietnam. This tendency in the GP feels also that
there is in the Soviet Workers State a process
which favours ii which sustains it, which allows
it to appear, to triumph over the conservative
tendencies in the Party, and to develop its
thought. Otherwise, it would not have such a
confidence. Already this discussion is going on
In the Soviet Union itself. Breznev at the
Komsomol, has spoken of the necessity for
communist relations in the Pa,rty, the end of
routine, of relations of bargain, of commerce
between individuals. This discussion is arising
now, because the Party to build communism Is
absolutely necessary in this stage.
However, the construction of communism
takes more than the will to install new
relationships in the Party. This stage is the one
of the total collapse of the ca}:litalist system and
the preparation of imperialism for war against
the Workers States. The Communist Parties
cannot construct the organs of the new society

turn to page 4

It is necessary to interpret the elections in
France within the world framework of the class
struggle. They are elections which affect ca pi ta I·
ism and the world working class and the Workers
States and form part of the world relationship of
forces. The attitude of Giscard d'Estaing and the
French bourgeoisie are not only motivated by the
elections but by their concern for the future of cap·
italism. This behaviour and this reaction must be
taken as part of the concern of world capitalism,
expressed through French capitalism because the
elections are in France. They show their degree
of concern and the evolution of capitalism's sent·
iment of worry and defeat. It is not an ordinary
presidential election. It is a very direct confront·
ation in the class struggle, class against class
for definitive decisions.
The most striking aspect of this election is
that capitalism has lost its domination of the cour·
se of the process, Previously it resolved its con·
flicts with the working class electorally, trying to
smash it by means of elections so that it would
submit to its wi II. These elections show that the
popular will is no longer capitalism's, even on the
electoral plane and with fraudulent laws that do
not allow the population to express itself, capitalism has lost control.
Capitalism entered the elections divided. The
working class entered the elections united and it
influenced and won over a large part of the popul·
ation of non proletarian origin, exploited sectors
working for wages in offices. This shows conclusively that the bourgeoisie can no longer exercise a normal control by means of elections, the
administrative apparatus, by imposition or the
respect for Jaw. No! People reason, judge and dee
ide according to their own reasoning.
It is a great loss of the old pow0' of capil·
alism, of the equilibrium of its democracy which
consists of those with the electoral majority con·
tinuing to impose their domination. II shows more
and more that even in their camp, in the bourgeois
democratic camp the working class can attract a
very large part of the population to achieve an electoral decision. Hence the panic of capitalism.
There are various examples; Britain, Germany and
now comes Italy. Capitalism is losing even on its
own tecrain where they hoped to be able to count
on their influence over the petit bourgeoisie and
on the fact that they prevent sectors that are decisive in production from voting. Young people of
16 to 21 years ahd the immigrant workers who
participate in production alongside the French
workers have not voted in th is election. There are

THE ELECTIONS IN FRANCE. THE CRISIS OF
CAPITALISM AND THE SHARPENING OF THE
CLASS AND REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE
seven million young people and about P~ million
immigrant workers who intervene directly in production. 30% of capitalism's votes come from utterly
useless people. They are useless people, ancient
parchments.
The ooalition with which Giscard d'Estaing
won is a heterogeneous coalition of opposing bourgeois interests, with one sector directly representing Yankee imperialism while the other sectors
are more linked with interests in France and Europe. This is going to be expressed later in an
internal dispute which is going to paralyse them,
also with regard to a sector of the Gaul lists more
linked to the population, to small and midd.le capitalism and the internal market. There is going to
be a collision of interests which is going to produce a great crisis within the bourgeois apparatus
There is going to be a constant disequilibrium and
crisis. Whereas in the Popular Union there is going
to be a constant progress of internal maturity and
the capacity to lead and decide. They feel sure of
victory, the decision and the future. Gisca.rd
d'Estaing's triumph has no future. This weighs on
the bourgeoisie, as is already shown by their state
of disintegration.
The masses are going to take this into con·
sideration, they are going to feel their superiority
compared with the bourgeois coalition, its bourgeois leadership. They are going to weigh to attract sectors of the petit bourgeoisie, the peasants
and small traders. Al the same time, they are going
to weigh on lower layers of the bourgeoisie that
feel pessimistic about this process and are not
going to intervene actively aind coherently to defend
the capita list system. They are going to look for
Individual solutions, which without attacking the
existence of the capitalist regime, are going to
weaken its structure and its TrifornaTfunctioning.
These are pessimistic layers on the verge of def·
eatism.
If the Popular Union had won electorally it
would have meant a more advanced aspect of the
same process. More advanced1 but the same process. It would not mean a different process but a
more favourable relationship of forces.

TliE PROLETARIAT ATTRACTS THE POPULATION SOCIALLY.
The working class judges and feels its pow·
er. It does not feel defeated, it feels that even in
the parliamentary terrain where the enemy, capit·
alism, has the legal means to regulate the form of
the elections, it has had the capacity, the decis·
ion and the historic force to attract the population.
It has felt an enormous power, it has felt that ii is
the victor.Even if it has not been able to make the
united front and its parties triumph, it has seen
that its Parties can win, it has seen that it can
rrake the united front and impose it, and that it has
attracted an enormous part of the population; two
mi Ilion more votes than in the last election.
The working class feels its enormous power.
At the same time, the elections show the
crisis of disintegration of the capitalist system,
which is a direct product of the world class struggle, beginning from the progress of the Workers
States and the struggle of the masses of Europe,
Vietnam, Latin America, and most recently in Eth·
i opia and Portuga I.
The proletariat feels its power, it is in comm·
unication with the population and feels its effects
seeing that it would have won but for a small margin. But it also feels that these elections are a
swindle. It sees by its side the young workers
from 16 to 21 who work and are decisive in prod·
uction; they work but do not vote. Whereas the
old parchments of the bourgeoisie who have noth·
ing to do with production or the economy and who
exploit production, they can vote! Such a cone lusion has elevated and is going to elevate the decision of the working class to show that this elect·
~z- RED

ion is a swindle and a lie. It is going to throw
itself into the socia I struggles, to seek to form
organs to impose what the elections have not all·
owed it to impose. That is going lo have an imm·
ense we ighl.
The working class of the whole of Europe
are going to see these results, to see the swindle
and trickery of these elections. In Germany in particular an enormous number of nazis, direct agents
of the nazis, have the right to vote and decide in
the elections, whereas the communists do not have
the right to hold public office. Why? Because they
are communists. The nazis have the right to vote,
to participate in the elections and decisions but
in France the young people from 16 to 21 cannot
vote.
The working class is not going to feel that
it has been beaten, it does not feel beatel\ It feels
that its communication with the population has had
an immense effect, attracting 2 million extra votes.
These two million votes for the Popular Union are
not the result of the internal bourgeois conflict.
They are the direct result of the pressure, of the
influence, of the authority of the working class
which has shown itse If capable of resolving prob·
lens while the bourgeoisie is incapable. This has
deepened the crisis, the i11ternal conflicts of cap·
italism and is going to increase the power of the
working class. The population has seen the capacity of the working class in Rateau and in LIP,
it has seen its constant mobilisations, support to
Chile, to Portugal, to Rateau and LIP. It has seen
the attitude of the proletariat, it has seen that it

is capable of resolving all the problems of the
country·,
The proletariat has also seen that capitalism
is completely disintegrated and divided; ii is a
heterogeneous body that voted for Giscard, and
even then they only achieved a one percent majority. The working class and the petit bourgeoisie
feel that it is a swindle. The behaviour and the
social life of the population show that capitalism
has an authority that corresponds to its numerical
weight in the elections,and it is the will to change
and to progress toward socialism which has trium·
p11ed. The proletariat sees that in the other camp
there is only finance, the bourgeoisie, the men!·
ally sick and the old parchments. Those who have
won have nothing to do with production, with the
propess of the country, with science, technology
and work. It is the proletariat which produces and
creates, whereas these are useless people, agents
of the bourgeoisie who decide electorally. The
working class is going to understand that it is
necessary to take another road to triumph. It is
going to unleash great social struggles and impose

changes. This is going to have an effect on the
army, the police, the administrative apparatus in
France, throughout Europe and the entire world.
The working class is going to emerge strengthened
by such conclusions.
All the working class is going to feel that
the achievement of the French proletariat is fund·
amental and an example ; the unity of the left, the
unity of the proletariat,of the petit bourgeoisie
of the trade unions and the parties.The proletariat of the whole of Europe has seen that it is the
Popular Union.the unification realised through
the Popular Union and the Common programme,
and the anti capitalist points which it contains
which has determined the more important course
of tte activity,and that the unity between the communists and the socialists on an anti capitalist
programme.has led great sectors of the petit-bourgeoisie.The bourgeoisie is lying when it says that
certain sectors of capitalism voted for the Popular
Union as reaction against Giscard D'Estaing! It
is t~e product of the defeatism,of the pessimistic
sentiments of afl these sectors,who see that capi·

talism has no future and who seek to link themselves with the Popular Union to contain the triu·
mph of its left wing.They see the least evil for
them by supporting the Popular Union. This shows
the a~thority of the proletariat,otherwise these sec
tors would not have voted.they would have abstai·

ned.
It is the proletariat which has led the other
sectors of the population by persuading and convincing them.Through the CP,the SP,the Radicals
through the United· Front,all these sectors have
been atttacled by the proletariat.It has not been
a question of a class desertion,but of a small sector who M;ci Ilate between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie.In the course of the oscillation,lhey
felt the authority of the proletariat and not that
of capitalism.otherwise they would have voted for
it,or would have abstained.There have been no
abstentions.All those who voted for the proletar·
iat,voted this time.CapitaliHn won by using all the
decrepit people who gave in voting the only sire·
nrth of which they are capable.

J.POSADAS
19th May, 1974

It is necessary to take account of the world
process favourable to the proletariat and the process of disintegration of the capitalist system.The
triumph of Giscard D'Estaing with less than 1%
advantage in the votes is not going to mean any
equilibrium for him.It is going to produce immediately an internal struggle within capitalism,a
product not of a divergence of interests,but of the
agravation of this competition under the impact of
the intervention of the proletariat which has shown
itself ready to take power. This is what has made
the intercapitalist crisis more acute, each capit·
alist power seeks to save itself and make its own
interests prevail. Pessimistic sentiments have
developed in various layers of ca pita Iism.
Part of the votes of the Gaul list petit bour·
geoisie which went to the proletariat were not the
result of the despair of these sectors, but of the

Discuss a 1n1orkers-- plan of production
at the Clay Cross Confere11ce

We salute the Labour Party comrades
of Clay Cross for their previous
struggle to implement the decisions of
the Labour Party by resisting the
attempts of the Tories to increase the
level of exploitation of the working
population by raising rents. We also
salute them for their initiative in
o"rganising the May 8th. Conference
which allows the intervention of
delega@:i- from tffe Laoour'movemenl;from the Labour Party and Trades
Unions, from the Communist Party
and from ourselves the Trotskyist/Posadists.
It is clear that in conditions of a
Labour Government, faced with all the
problems produced by capitalism in
its final stage of decay and
decomposition on the one hand; and
the
mobilisations,
strikes
and
demonstrations by the working class
- and large sectors of the population
who seek solutions to these problems
- on the other, this conference can
play an important role. It can provide
the basis for a series of factory gate
meetings, local conferences of the
Labour Movement, meetings in the
workers areas which would allow the
intervention of all the population to
discuss ideas to formulate demands
and programmes which will support
and stimulate the Labour Government.
In the short life of the present
Labour Government every problem
posed Ireland, what to do with
Concorde, arms supplies to Chile,
inflation and the rest - have resulted
in a crisis in the Labour Government
and in the party itself. This is because
the Labour Party has a structure which
is linked directly with the capitalist
system, it has a large sector of the
leadership which is directly linked to
the interests of the bourgeoisie. it is a
party which is geared to reforming
capitalism in a situation where there is
no solution to any problem within the
framework of the capitalist system. At
the same time this Labour government
has to try to find a solution to these
problems.
This 'Clay Cross Conference' itself
results
from
the
contradiction
between the level CJf mobilisation and
consciousness of the working class,
and all those sectors of the population
which are now intervening in the

struggle;_ and ~he !ack of a party an~ a
leadership which is capable of leading
the struggle. There are sectors of the
left. of the Labour Party and the Trade
Un1?ns _wh.o, clearly, want to take
~nt1-cap1tallst m~a?ures, want to
implement the dec1s1ons of the.Lab~ur
~arty conference to nationalise
important sectors of the economy but
wh_o fi=.~~_the ~.9.~S-~!. vot_~s}~c::>rn sectors
of ttie. petit 15ou~~eo1s1e to use
repr.ess1ve and military measures
against the.~abour G.overni:nen!· The
constant cns1s and discussion 1 ~ the
Labour .Party now ?ver Ireland rs an
expression of this. The .wo~kers
vanguard however - ~xpressrng itself
through .t~e Trade ~n1.ons :-- se~s th~t
what Bnt1sh lmp~nallsm is d~rng in
N?rthern Ireland is a prepa.ration for
this country. It seeks to impose a
solution to the 'problem' of Ireland.

What determines and feeds the
consciousness and militancy of the
workers vanguard is not simply the
balance of forces in this country but a
process in which all humanity
supported and sustained by the
existence of the Workers States
advances in a struggle to finish with
what is left of imperialism, capitalism
and all forms of oppression and
repression. The 'agreement' between
Israel and Syria is part of this process.
It is not an agreement but a defeat for
Yankee imperialism and the Israeli
bourgeoisie. At the same time the Arab
revolution has gained, through the
intervention of Syria directly aided and
support by the Soviety Union - a
victory.
The structure of the Labour Party and the trade unions on which it is
based - is not immune to the world
process and the struggles in the L.P.
- on Chile, on the removal of troops
from Northern Ireland express this. It
is part of a change in all the. Socialist
Parties - in France, Germany Italy etc.
- from being Social-Democratic to
being Socialist which means moving
from a position of maintaing the
capitalist system to taking measures
which are anti-capitalist.
The Labour government has already
taken limited measures which do not
favour capitalism and which are of
benefit to the working population; the

limitation on the rise in food prices
and the rent 'freeze' for example. To
'freeze' rents has a some importance
because the building of luxury
property and office blocks is still an
area of investment for the bourgoisies.
The bourgeoisie at this time have
little, or no confidence in their own
system. They see no profit in investing
in industries which fulfill the needs of
the masses or, for that matter, any
kind of productive investment. Faced
with the problem of inflation which is
of their own making, leading sectors
are favouring 'fiquidity' which simply
means moving money around and
investing it where a quck profit can be
made. It is a move toward pure
speculation because they feel that no
fixed interest is safe.
Capitalism cannot develop the
economy and it is necessary to impel
the Labour Government to invest in
the essential industry, the industries
like food, construction etc. which are
necessary for the life of the
population. For example, the proposal
made by Alf Allen (Chairman of the
TUC) that the Labour Government
should create a 'special agency' to
invest in the Co-op, so that it can
compete with the other big food
producing and distributing enterprises. is an attempt to answer these
problems. The same is true of the
Labour governments proposals to
reform 'company law', to give the
government a measure of control over
big capital. They are, however,
measures which express a problem,
express a pressure of the workers
vanguard to control industry and to
use it for the benefit of the population;
but they are proposals which are still
within the structure of capitalism and
give no real solution. The proposals .
on 'workers participation' by the
Labour Party and the TUC is another
aspect of this. It is a proposal which
does not mean workers control but
even the fact that it is posed damages
capitalism. It is necessary to discuss
this and to impel a discussion in the
Trade Unions for a workers plan of
production.
This conference has to base itself on
the balance of forces which exists in
the country and on a world scale. The

bourgoisie fear an election even when
the present Labour government is, in
the Parliamentary sense, a minority
government. They see that referen·
du ms, elections - all their own theods
- go against them now. The recent
elections in France resulted in the
unification of the working class· and
great layers of the poplation around
the Popular Union and its programme.
The divorce referendum in Italy
resulted in the mobilisation of the
masses not only on divorce but on all
the problems of life posed by
capitalism. What these experience
show is that the working class
centralised around even the most
limited Parties and leaders can, on the
basis of a programme for the advance
of society on an anti-capitalist
'
d
.
programme attract an . organ.1se large
sect?rs of the popu.lat1on which once
provided the social base of the
bourgeoisie.
It is necessary for this conference to
discuss,
without
limitation,
the
problems and tasks of the labour
movement
in the context of all the
world experience - Portugal, France,
Italy, the Middle East and, above all,
the developments in the Workers
States. To discuss, to take resolutions
on a programme of demands, based
on the Nationalisation of major
industries under Workers Control and without compensation - for the
Labour Government, the Labour Party
and the Trade Unions. In this it is
necessary to recognise that, although
the Trade Unions are the fundamental
base of the Labour Party, they also
have a role and function independent
from it.
From this point, then, it is possible
to organise a series of factory
meetings, Factory gate meetings meetings and discussions in the
Workers Areas, the Universities,
Colleges, hospitals which will allow all
the population to intervene. In this way
this conference can play a role in
organising all the forces which, using
the Labour Party and the Trades
Unions os the best instruments which
exist at the moment, are advancing
towards the elimination of what is left
of Capitalism and towards the
construction of Sflcialism.

authority of the proletariat, It is a question now
of maintaining this authority by means of mobilis·
ations. It is necessary to open a general discussion in all the trade unions, in all the workers areas
and factories to prepare for great struggles, great
mobilisations and strikes fa the programme of the
Popular Union. The Popular Union has a programme which was not able to win the elections, but
which it is possible to impose without being in
the govemment because ii has shown that it can
attract soc ia Ily.
It is necessary to add the seven mi Ilion
votes of the young people and the mi 11 ions of votes
of the immigrant workers who were not allowed to
vote. That gives a measure of the social weight
the proletariat exercises over the whole ct society,
and which is going to be shown now in the stru·
ggle. This weight is going to be reasserted. The
proletariat is conscious of its authority. It did not
use it fully because of the errors committed by the
Popular Union which did not use this force by mob·
ilising the trade unions; they did not call for mass
mobilisations as was done for LIP and Rateau.
They made a mobilisation of 80,000 for LIP, why
not do it again? It is necessary to do this immed·
iately. It is also an error to have played down the
effect of the 1st May in the elections. Such an alt·
itude deprives the working class of part of its cap·
acity of action and authority.
All the wcr Id process is favourable to the prol·
etariat and against capitalism. Those that have
won electorally are the losers, they are on the def·
ensive! It is not a triumph that is going to allow
them to take the offensive, to impose important
measures favourable to capitalism. They are going
to try and they are going to try to repress. As an
immediate measure they are going to try to infl·
uence the right of the Socia list Party and Comm·
unist Party in order to contain the pressure of the
l'lbrking class and the struggle for the policy and
programme of the Popular Union, to limit the dem·
ands and struggles of the Popular Union and the
dispute with the bourgeoisie for power. The great
social struggles which are approaching mean that
the masses are now going to impose directly by
the class struggle what they hoped to obtain by
going to the government and by parliament. And
they are g~ing to do this. All the pelit bourgeois
sectors who voted for the Popular Union, voted for
this programme and they are going to support it!
The class struggle in France has been radicalised
to a much greater extent than before.
This election is part of the world process.
Capitalism has not had the conditions to be able
to develop or extend itse If. It has not had suffic·
ient authority to attract,it cannot resolve any prob·
lem. At the very moment when the elections were
taking place in France, Watergate continues in the
United States, capita Iism continues to decline,
while the struggle of the proletariat progresses
throughout the world. All the world process of the
class struggle is favourable to the proletariat.
Capitalism does not have a single initiative which
allows ii to maintain its power in equilibrium and
INCORPORATE THE CAPACITY OF YOUTH

decide the course of history, It is constantly obi·
iged to be on the defensive. Portugai shows ii; jt
was their last resort for Europe .in this stage. II is
necessary to draw the conclusion that the persp·
ective is, 'France, Europe and the world are going
toward socialism!' It is necessary to reactivate
the programme for socialist Europe in the Popular
Uni on. It is necessary to make great agitations and
mohilis;itions : 'For~ socialist Europe! For a
socialist world!' The solution to France's probl·
ems has a close and direct relationship with the
world process. It is necessary to stimulate the int·
ervention of the proletariat toward the petit bour·
geoisie to influence it and show that what is res·
olved locally in France is in fact a world problem
and the world factors are decisive; the social,
economic and political world crisis of the capital·
isl system - and the social, economic and politic·
al world progress of the masses and the socialist
countries. It is necessary to declare directly, 'We
want a socialist France!'. We want to use democr·
acy in favour of a socialist France to find a solul·
ion to the economic problems for the benefit of the
French people!
The mobilisations of the proletariat show
the proletariats greater authority over society. All
the mobilisations of the proletariat increase its
authority over part of the population, the young
workers, students and 12 to 16 year olds. It is a
very important part of the population which has to
be considered active, not passive. The mobilisations of the students and school students influence
thought, sentiment, human relations, intelligence,
the capacity to think and decide. They are part of
the active population! It is a sector which is comp·
letely with the left, and it cannot intervene electorally.
Capitalism is a small entity which only sur·
vives by leaning for support on the rules of the
capitalist system, thanks to which, only those who
are of interest to it are aIlowed to vote. It is necessary to see now that all the young people weigh
in the social struggle, develop mobilisations on
the united front of workers, peasants, students
with a plan of application of the Common Programme and push forward a campaign of agitation
throughout the country for the Common Programme.
The Common Programme gives the solutions for
France's economic crisis! We have not won the
elections, but we won! This is the sentiment of
France! This is the sentiment of joy of the French
people!
Capitalism did not have the strength to intervene. It is necessary to show this, so that aII the
timid leaders of the Popular Union lose their fear.
Capitalism does not have the strength to hinder
the advance of the left, the triumph of measures
going toward socialism, NATO does not have the
strength to intervene. It is necessary to call for,
NATO out of France! and to declare: For a social·
ist France! For a socialist Europe! United front of
all the Parties of the left in Europe to throw cap·
italism and imperialism out of Europe! These are
the cone lus ions of th is electora I resu It.
ANO WOMrn AS A DECISIVE FORCE OF THE

LEFT.
The other fundamental aspect is that the
young people must participate. They made a decisive intervention in this electoral struggle. Even
without being able to vote they had an immense
effect on the population by their interventions, the
mobilisations of the students, universities, trade
unions and among the state employees. They were
not able to dee ide electora Ily, but they dee ided
socially. They won, and caused part of the Gaull·
ists to vole for the Popular Union. These were not
won as a result of individual or group reflection.
They were influenced. That is what led them to
reflection. Important sectors of the petit bourgeoisie went over to the Popular Union because the
mobilisations of the young people, including those
between 12 and 16 had an immense effect on the
population and on the thinking of the Gaullists.
They saw that the young people were interested in
the development of the country, that they did not
st2y confined to the problems of being young pe-

ople or children, they intervened w1th the dee is ion
and maturity of adu Its. They are part of the development and capacity of French society which
capitalism does not use, it despises this foite and
considers the agitation of the young people as if
it were for the most vulgar reasons. No' The mot·
ivation of the young people is determined by the
social interest that they have in intervening in all
the problems oi the country; to finish with exploit·
ation, to finish with injustice,. arbitrary actions
and arrogance. Youth, from 12 to 16 and ,'ram 16 to
21 - without having participated in the vole took part in the decision of the vote. They were
unable to determine electorally but socially they
weighed and determined. They act according to the
sentiment of unanimous soltdarity with the work·
inE class for progress.It is necessary to make them
weigh and participate in this new stage.
This is what the trade unions, the CGT, the
Communist Party and the Popular Union have to
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do. They have to make all youth participate, It is
going to cause problems for some of the leaders
of the Popular Union because of their agitation,
their decision, thoo capacity, their resolution to
advance and to ta ka posit ions more and more to the
left. But it is natura I, the e)(a mp le of the young
people is useful to attract and impel other sector!
of the population.They see that youth is concerned
with the resolution of socia I problems, not ind iv·
idua I problems.
The Popular Union must understand these
prEssures and satisfy them. The young person of
12 tol6 or 16 to 21 is involved in a struggle they
are attracted to by the desire, the necessity to
solve social problems. This shows an immense
maturity, which is not given by the capitalist sys·
tem but by socialist ideas. It is the struggle of the
masses which is going to mature the young people.
Otherwise they would live concerned with their
own problems of relations with adults, puberty and
adolescence. Instead of that they are won to the
desire to participate socially. How can they put
such a force on one side? They have to be incorp·
or&ted. They are an effect of the world process of
the revolution. They represent a force that capit·
al ism cannot utilise and which is not employed.
It is necessary to take account of capital·
ism's intention to use the right in the Socialist and
Communist Parties, and to combat this. All youth
must participate and the Socialist and Communist
Parties and the trade unions must lead a life of
discussion with them, so they participate in the
programme of struggle, of political, social and ec·
onomic activity and they have to be in the leadership. There has to be an intense political life ·in
the trade unions, the student centres and the work·
ers parties. It is necessary to see that youth and
women participate, to put women in the leadership
of the trade unions, workers parties and the student movement. It is necessary to press forward an
intense political life, to e)(plain the necessity for
the solution of a socialist France, to make every·
one intervene democratically. It is necessary to
realise that the world process is going to favour
this perspective in France and not capita Iism.
Imperialism's manouevre in Germany, which
liquidated Willy Brandt to prevent the continuation
of the Ostpolitik, has already failed. And this fail·
ure is going to become more and more accentuated.
The existing world structure does not allow any
retreat. Bui ii is not only a question of the econ·
omic structure. This is fundamental, but the ess·
ential aspect is the spirit of people who do not
want to retreat. The young people of France, the.
children and youth from 12 to 21 have this under·
standing and vision. It is necessary to make them
paiticipate.
Even withou! a conscious leadership, the
wor!d process has a unified structure. There is a
combination of influences between the Workers
States, the struggle of the masses of Asia, Africa,
Latin America,the proletariat of Europe and Japan.
And all this has a great influence in the United
States. The masses in the United States observe
the elections in France and are educated by this
example. They see the role of the proletariat and
fol low this experience. They are soon going to
make all this weigh in the United States, they are
going to see that Watergate cannot be resolved by
the bourgeois summits, but it means a democratic
social progress preparing the fall of North Americ·
an imperialism so that the war which they are pre·
paring causes the least damage possible and so
that it can be overthrown with the rest of capital·
ism as soon as possible.
It is necessary to agitate around the slog·
an 'Imperialism out of Europe!', 'Yankee troops
out of Germany, out of Europe!'. The less weight
imperialism has in Europe, the more the proletar·
iat is going to progress and be in the· conditions
to exercise its influence and hegemony over the
rest of the population. The perspective is to sir·
uggle without waiting for the next elections, to
carry the programme of the Popular Union into the
social terrain, to apply it by means of struggles
that unite it to the programme for socialist Europe.

The conscious development of factory coun·
cils is necessary. It is necessary to commuaicate
this to the population, to propagandise this expl·
aininp. the reasons they are necessary, to show
the unity between- the functioning of the workers
councils, the student councils and the economic
programme. Showing that the councils, far from
harming the functioning of the economy, favour and
develop it. It is necessary to sh ow that these organs are needed for the development of the economy
considering the decrepitude of French capitalism,
and of all those who voted for Giscard.
The proletariat of Asia, Africa, Latin Am·
erica and the entire world followed the elections,
they received this education. They feel more sure
of this weight which they represent. And this is
going to stimulate a more conscious, more contin·
uous and more decided intervention in the class
struggle for power. It is learning to exercise its
influence, to exert pressure, to see how to profit
from an electora I situation as a means to go to
power. It is learning to elevate the trade union
struggles to political and programmatic struggles
for power.
It is a very great example which shows the
weakness of the capitalist system and the enorm·
ous progress of the revolution.The proletarian van·
guard gives its assent and support and genera I·
ises its acceptance throughout the population. The
world proletariat is going to receive the effect of
this, transmit it and make ii weigh everywhere in
the world to impel the struggle.
The trade unions and the Parties of the Pop·
ular Union must call meetings and public discuss·
ions in which all the population intervenes to dis·
cuss the application of the programme of the Pop·
ular Union; the programme which is capable of
overcoming the difficulties which the population
faces as a consequence of the crisis of capitalisrr.
We believe that the comrades of the left
groups must draw the conclusions from their erroneous attitude. If they had voted for the Popular
Union in the first round, while maintaining their
criticism, they would have allowed the Popular
Union to be a very great centre of polarisation to
attract and to decide many more people to vote.
Bui their attitude of attacks,cfiticisms which were
unnecessary and unjust (because they did not make
revolutionary criticisms as a class party with class
objectives) their aggressive criticisms were not
able to stimulate the understanding nor attract
discouraged petit bourgeois sectors. They could
not compensate for this attitude by declaring that
they were vot'1ng for Mitterand in the second round.
If they characterised Mitterand and the Popular
Union more or less as a bourgeois party in the
first 1ound, how can they change their mind in the
second round? The comrades of the left groups
must understand that it is necessary lo correct
such an attitude and such political conduct.
Our interest and common objective - for the
left groups, the Posadists, the Communist Party,
the Socialist Party, the Popular Union - is the
progress of France toward socia Iism. The best
route is in discussion. But the masses are with the
Popular Union, with a leadership which wants to
make socialist measures advance. These are the
conditions. which exist, these are the centres. It
is necessary tostimulate and promote a discussion
within the Socialist and Communist Parties to
draw these conclusions, raising the necessity of
a consistent programme of the left, uniting trade
unions, parties, population; the Common Progr·
arr me of the Popular Union, based on the mobilis·
ation of the masses which will include the prep·
aration for the civil war that capitalism can un·
leash.
The attitude of the comrades of the left gr·
oups has not favoured the understanding nor the
concentration in the Popular Union and the trade
unions: On the contrary, it has prrovoked dispers·
ion and insecurity and sown doubt. It is not possible to compensate for that with appeals to vote
for the Popular Union in the second round. The
comrades of the left groups have a large part of
the responsibility for the missing votes (they took
370,000 in the first round) that could have led to
electoral triumph. Comrades of the left groups,
with all our sentiment, with all our communist
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passion, we say to you, you must correct your·
selves because the conduct you are adopting is
not revolutionary.You must maintain the criticisms
of the Popular Union and the Communist Party that
you feel necessary; but you must do it with the
objective of impelling the understanding and the
progress of the struggle against capitalism.
For capitalism to win it has to push aside
an important part of the active population, youth
from 12 to 16 and from 16 to 21. They are an act·
ive part of the population even if they do not int·
ervene in production. They engender ideas, social
thought and will that prepare their incorporation in
production.
Capitalism also pushes aside the immigrant
workers who amount to more than 4,000,000 people.
Who says that capitalism is not in retreat? It. is
dead' The comrades of the Communist Party, the
Socialist Party, the left Radicals, CGT, CFDT
must consider this process and see that imperial·
ism is powerless to contain the advance of the
revolution, even by means of atomic threats and
war. The Soviet Union must understand this proc·
ess as it develops, support and collaborate with

it.
As for ourselves, our behaviour consists in
maintaining our objective criticisms of the Comm·
unist Party, the Popular Union, to impel them with
fraternal criticism destined to mobilise an instru·
men! of progress. One cannot try to find another.
It is necessary to be based on the instrument that
e)(ists, to impel them to gain confidence and to
arm the instrument of the Popular Union, the Comm·
unisl Party, the Socia Iist Party, the CGT and
CFOT so they acquire confidence in the consistent
application of the communist method.
This is a logical and sensible attitude, to
see that the Communist Party and the Popular Un·
ion go to power, and in their march tow<l1'd power
resolve the problems of progress, of the maturing
advance toward the construction of socialism. All
the problems of the class struggle, of the civil war,
of the atomic war, can only be resolved in the
elevation of the struggle. This is why the attitude
of the Posadist comrades is the most dignified.
We call on the left rgroups to adopt this attitude
in the future and in the immediate struggles in
France.

FRANCE WANTS CHANGES TOWARDS
The closeness of the vote has given the
proletariat an idea of its own strength, it has strengthened its decision to triumph and its authority
over the rest of the country. It feels that it has
organised and orientated half of the electoral pop·
ulation to vote for the programme of the Popular
Union. This electoral result shows the immense
authority of the proletariat. It is a form of indirect
organisation of dual power. It is not directly exercised as such but it is expressed through the elf·
ort to be the electoral majority.
The proletariat is going to draw the concl·
usions. It is going to experience this powerful
~
sentiment of confidence and to throw all its f11ce
into the great social struggles, into the strikes
and mobilisations to obtain the enormous demands
of the workers movement - wages, conditions of
work, all the progress and gains of technology,
cybernetics, automation for the benefit of the pop·
ulation, better relations with work, defJnca of the
physical well being of the population -the normal
struggles of the workers movement in the struggle
for the programme of the Popular Union. It is nee·
essary to unite this programme with the Popular
Union. This form of dual power which is not expr·
essed directly but which exists in the conscious·
' ness of the proletariat, must be the basis for the
leadership of the Popular Union lo take account of
the immense power that ii represents, and the wea •
kness of capitalism. The proletariat is making its
strength felt, it is going to exert a pressure on a11
the workers movement, the factories, workers districts, the Parties, so they use this enormous force
and authority and this nascent form of dual power.
It is necessary to take this into consideration, to
accentuate it and support it, to aIlow the great
development of tbe struggle for the programme of
the Union, linking it with the struggle to go to the
government, preparing the conditions for a progr·
ess of the proletariat toward a government of the
left, toward power. This is the activity which it is
aecessary to press forward.

Hungary
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with just good will. They need the form of the
Party the International form the
programme, the policy, the objectives, for the
construction of communism on a world scale.
This passes through a struggle in the
Communist Parties against the conservative,
routinist, self motivated tendencies. Dantzig and
Stettin in Poland showed this; it is a whole
concrete structure which has to be overcome in
the Party, at the same time as the world
communist movement unifies. The declaration
of the Hungarian Communist Party shows that a
process is begun there, which is going to have
to pass through the struggle against the
organisms of the bureaucratic power and
priviledge. The recent reversal of the policy of
the 'economic reforms', by which the Hungarian
Workers State had made in the past all sort .of
concessions to private property, means that
there is a great struggle started which involves
the necessity to return to marxism in the
elaboration of the programme, the policy, the
objectives, of the Party, and which is not
finished.

SOCIALISM.

It is necessary to address the army and the
police, to appeal to them to support the programme
of the Popular Union.. to show them that elector·
ally it has organised half the population to vote for
it. It is necessary to incorporate in the balance
the young people from 12 to 21 who did not vote,
and particularly youth from 18 to 21, and the imm·
igrant workers who did not vote. Taken as a whole
this means an absolute majority! It is necessary
to include all these forces in the calculations, to
address the army and the police, to make them feel
the necessity of the programme of the Popular Un·
ion to resolve the problems of the economy and the
country. This is the real France!
The proletariat is not defeated. It lost elect·
orally with a minimal difference of less than 1%.
It has experienced its OWi immense power, it feels
that it has attracted the votes of the population
through its struggles. It is going to continue to
intervene with this conviction and assurance.
The Popular Union must count on th is force of the
proletariat, base itself on it, mobilise it, make it
weigh on the whole population by means of ass·
embl'les, mobilisations, meetings, discussions in
the factories, factory assemblies where the students and peasants are invited to intervene, as the
Italian proletariat has done. It is necessary to
organise factory councils, district councils as the
leadership of the country, as the power to push
forward this will to change throughout France.
France, the French people want changes!
The French people want profound changes
of structure, to transform all the capitalist count·
ries toward socialism, to advance to the left, to
socialism. It has already showri this in its great
movements in the small factories like LIP and
- Rateau. These are the conclusions of these elections. The proletariat expresses this sentiment.
It is going to show this, it is going to show its
wi II and decision n thll next great struggles.
J.Posadas

19.5.74

As Posadas says in the document
"Solzhenitsyn, the Soviet Union and the
struggle for socialism",: "The correct attitude is
to discuss, to show that he represents individual
bureaucratic interests against the development
of socialism. The solution is Soviet democracy,
the development of the Soviet Union (and the
other Workers States)", and the extension of the
socialist revolution throughout the world, to
support concretely the transformation of the
whole world, by means of the revolutionary
struggle of the masses, as the Vietnamese did".
· It is the stage of the final settlement of
accounts with imperialism. Imperialism is
preparing for war against the Workers States. In
this,
the
most
elevated
Communist
International, the re-encounter of the wortd
communist movement with the marxism of this
stage, with Posadism, and the open functioning
of the Posadist International inside of the world
Communist movement, are needed.
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THE BRITISH TRADE UNIONS MUST
INTERVENE TO UNIFY THE STRUGGLE
OF THE IRISH AND BRITISH MASSES
The collapse of the Northern Ireland
Executive is another exhibition of the
fact that there is no solution within the
capitalist framework of society or
within the frontiers of N. Ireland for the
problems of the Catholic and
Protestant masses. The "Executive"
composed of the disintegrated forces
of unionism and the leadership of the
SDLP had no programme or policy to
satisfy the masses in any direction. It
was a limited concession to satisfy the
Catholics. It possessed small powers
and lived in the shadow of the brutal
regime of · the army of British
imperialism. The Sunningdale agree·
ment was an attempt to project the
fantasy of, at some stage, a united
capitalist Ireland and all it could pose
for Protestant sectors of small
businessmen, petit bourgeoisie, and
all those fearful of a perspective of
merger with the capitalist south was
insecurity economically, socially and
'
politically. Hence these sectors with
~--~theJr_ links. with. the ;;i.ristocracy of
•
labour sought to maintain the
sectarian division between catholics
and protestants but in conditions
which transcend these barriers and
which do not permit the success of
such a policy. Hence the "collapse" of
the "Executive" and the false drama of
the reactionary "general strike" do not
mark a new advantage for the forces
of reaction and capitalism in N. Ireland
nor do they mark the beginning of a
new "nationalism" of the Protestant
masses. All this is simply another
collapse without a perspective of a
solution within capitalism. Direct rule
will not help capitalism, all the
diplomacy in the world will not help it
least of all diplomacy with the South.
Cosgrave has no solution because
none of the capitalist forces in Britain
or Ireland can offer any policy or
programme to convince the masses of
any perspective within capitalism.
The whole episode of the general
strike was in a sense an X-Ray of the
weakness of capitalism. It was
launched by force and lockout with no
objective, but to bring down the
Assembly and
stimulate
fascist
sectarianism. These elements also
operated in part with the collusion of
the army. There was a constant danger
that if the strike continued the army
would be obliged to intervene more
and control would rapidly leave the
hands of the reactionary sectors. The
strike had no progressive objectives,
its objectives were simply to sustain
sectarianism. So fragile was this
"executive"
that
it
collapsed
immediately. But those who went
along with the strike, could present no
policy save the preservation of the
protestant "ascendancy" (and with
unionism
totally
disintegrated).
Paisley and other sectors of the
"loyalist workers" were o~liged to say
that they had no desire to oppress the
catholics. In reality the strike and the
collapse of the executive are due
finally to the activity of the masses of

Britain and Ireland who have resisted
whatever arrangements capitalism has
arrived at. The masses have provoked
the collapse of unionism. The
tendencies towards a united front of
catholic and protestant workers - an
inevitable
consequence
of
the
structure of the world revolution provoked capitalism to organise the
sectari§'tn killings and when that failed
to stimulate a general strike to divide
the working class. The collapse of the
"executive" has not solved this
problem for capitalism and cannot.
Already sectors involved in the strike
have called for the withdrawal of
British troops, the freeing of political
prisoners, the end of internment. None
of the protestant organisations
represent the protestant masses who
have very limited means in which to
discuss and decide, but when such
demands appear it shows that the
protestant and catholic masses will
inevitably and shortly find their way to
a common programme to get rid of the _
army and capitalism.
The intervention of the British army
showed all the crisis of British
capitalism as a whole. In the first
as
the
intervention,
Wilson
bourgeoisie complained, showed
vacillation.
He
denounced
the
organisers of the strike as a handful of
self imposed people, thus tending to
destroy the myth of the "mass" force
of this sector. Furthermore he raised
the whole issue of the withdrawal of
British troops, under the pressure of
the discussion in the labour party and
the British working class who have no
interest in the repression of the Irish
masses nor in the use of N. Ireland as a
training ground tor repression of the
masses in Britain. Wilson showed the

instability and inseturity of capitalism,
and also the pressures from the left in
the LP. Murrays intervention however
symbolic, was an expression of the
will of the British working class to aid
the struggle in Ireland, to make it part
of their struggle. This intervention will
have very favourable consequences
both in Ireland, among the protestant
and catholic masses and stimulates
the intervention of the British masses
and workers organisations towards
Ireland.
The left in the Labour party and in
the trade unions has to intervene on
the question of Ireland with great
force because the struggle of the
masses in Northern Ireland is a point
of support in the construction of an
organised left in the LP and the
Unions and a fundamental stimulus to
the class struggle here. The growing
campaign for the withdrawal of British
troops must be accompanied by the
appeal for trade union_ rights: in_ thtiarmy and political discussion and
education in the barracks. This is a
means not only of a more complete
intervention towards N. Ireland but
deepens the discussion of the role of
the army in N. Ireland and how it is
related to the preparation of the
military coup in this country. This has
to be accompanied by the develop·
ment of a programme for N. Ireland
which
includes
not
only
the
withdrawal of troops and the release
of all political prisoners the ending of
fascist legislation popular militia
based upon the trades unions and
mass committees, but a programme of
public works and a workers plan of
production elaborated by the trade
unions and the workers committees in
the factories and workers areas. Only

such a plan which to be operated,
requires a policy of nationalisations
under workers control and the
planning of production, can meer the
needs of Catholic and protestant
masses in housing, better conditions
of work, education, transport etc. Thjs
has
to
be
linked
with
the
understanding of the role of partiition,
and the need to end partition, but on
the basis of a programme which gives
the basis for unification in a socialist
republic, that is nationalisations,
expropriation of the big capitalist
farms and food monopolies wages to
rise with the costof living, unification
with Britain as part of a United Soviet
Socialist States of Europe.
As the workers organisations in
Ireland
are
quite
small
and
fragmented,
it
is
particularly
necessary that the British trade unions
- who have many members in N.
Ireland - continue the intervention
made by Murray with a programme
and policy to concentrate the forces of
the working class, north and south of
the border, catholic and protestant. If
the British TUC delegation to the
meeting of the European trade unions
can support the entry of the CGIL into
the organisation,
can
welcome
delegations. of -Portuguese trade
unionists, why not take steps to
discuss and resolve the problems of
the British and Irish working class?
We appeal to the forces in the IRA to
seek support in the world structure of
the revolutiol'\ which constantly
destroys the capacity of Imperialism to
find even the most superficial answers
to its total crisis. The support of the
British masses is a fundamental base
for the end of capitalism in Ireland and
the end of partition. The forces of the
"officials" and "provisionals" must
abandon the vision of an "Irish"
solution - it does not exist. They must
stimulate a discussion on Ireland
towards the British LP and the trade
unions with the object of the
unification of the struggles of the
British and Irish masses.

The article on the communist conception
of the militant in the Hu11garian C.R paper
This article is raising one of the most
fundamental discussions which is taking place
today in the Workers States and the world
communist movement: The article says: "The
petit bourgeois wants to 'redeem' himself rather
than the world; he does not want to change the
world, but to shape it to his own comfort. And he
strives to gain happiness for himself, rather than
for mankind. This represents an impasse of the
individual. But if it were to become general, it
would be an impasse for society as well ... "
The
article goes on:
"The inspiring
revolutionary outlook for modern man is to
make step by step, the increasing wealth of our
society serve collective goals."
We salute this discussion and the elevated
communist c'onclusion it has reached. This
conclusion is based on one of the most
fundamental communist principles on which
comrade Posadas has continued, strengthened
and developed the IV International as part of the
world communist movement. We call on the
Labour vanguard, on the Communist Party, the
groups, lo discuss the role Posadas and the IV
International have played in continuing the
International Party of Lenin, on the basis of the
construction of the militant, whose interest is
the Party and the revolution, not his own

interest, and whose Party is structured to serve
the most profound historic necessity of the
unification of the world communist movement,
of the USSR and China, of the Communist,
Socialist, Left Christian, Left Radical parties, to
finish as Posadas says: with "what is left of the
capitalist system."
Today, as is confirmed by this article, whole
sectors of the Communist movement reach the
conclusion of the necessity to return to
Marxism, to the communist conception of the
militant, to unify the world communist
movement. This is what cde. Posadas analysed
as the process of the 'Partial Regeneration'.
This means that tendencies in the Communist
Parties and in the Workers States, reach
conclusions. that Posadas has defended,
maintained, and developed, thanks to the
International form of the Party and the structure
based on the scientific organisation of life and
thoughts in one word, on marxism.
In order to reach the leadership of the CP, this
tend ency in the Hungarian CP has had to
struggle with the "petit bourgeois mentality".
This declaration by the Hungarian CP is
expressing the elevation of a sector of the
Communist Party which struggled inside of the
CP and which triumphed without breaking the

Party, or damaging it, on the contrary, raising it
as a whole. This means that it has felt the
immense force of the world revolution, the
victory of Vietnam, and of the Portuguese
masses, the dignified life of the masses of
Vietnam. This tendency in the GP feels also that
there is in the Soviet Workers State a process
which favours ii which sustains it, which allows
it to appear, to triumph over the conservative
tendencies in the Party, and to develop its
thought. Otherwise, it would not have such a
confidence. Already this discussion is going on
In the Soviet Union itself. Breznev at the
Komsomol, has spoken of the necessity for
communist relations in the Pa,rty, the end of
routine, of relations of bargain, of commerce
between individuals. This discussion is arising
now, because the Party to build communism Is
absolutely necessary in this stage.
However, the construction of communism
takes more than the will to install new
relationships in the Party. This stage is the one
of the total collapse of the ca}:litalist system and
the preparation of imperialism for war against
the Workers States. The Communist Parties
cannot construct the organs of the new society
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by the struggle against the capitalist system. There
is no hope of reforming the system, capitalism
in its present state is incapable of giJJing any
more to the masses.
Capitalism has to concentrate on large scale
production, on the large Chemical, Petrochemical
and engineering plants with its resulting pollution
and poisoning of the environment, water and food.
Pollution is a phenomenon of this stage, the in·
creasilig use of chemical products which contaminate el'erything.. Capitalism can use no other
means of production but it is possible to eliminate these forms of production. Improvements in
productil'e methods should mean better working
conqitions and less hours for workers as well as
better conditions of life for the whole of the
population, and not an increase in exploitatio[!,
as it is under capitalism.
The trade unions .~hould put forward a
plan of production for the textile and all other
industries to di~cuss what is to be produced, for
whose benefit and for what use in society. The
fact that the Nycro fact~ry was part owned by the
National Coal Board, a nationalised industly, is
another example of the utilisation of state industries by priliate sec tors as a source of low price
raw materials. What is required is nationalisation
under workers' control, a· completely different
kind of'natidnalisatidn to that of the past. All
the workers should be able' to participate fully
in the running of the factories, in discussions. on
production methods, conditions, the quality and
also the usefulness of what is being produced for
the community.
All the great .advances in science and technology which are ~Ot· being fully utilised by
capitqlism or. that are being misused are having a
profound effect on sectors who, until recently,
were. a base of sµpport for capitalism. Scientists
and tech11fr:ians who want to produce for the
benef!tof society find themselves restricted by
budgets, disinterest or criminal refusal by capitalism to use scien tijic advances for this end_ Even
Within the United States, where scientists and
t~chnicians are a well paid elite, there exist antichpitalist currents who can't accept the conflict
which exists between human intelligence and the
utilisation of science. All these sectors can be
inc/µded in the anti-capitalist struggle, but their
incorporation must be seen as a political task
which needs a programme which can win them
over and give them a better perspectiJJe than that
offered to them by capitalism. It is important
that they coordinate with the trade unions to
put forward a programme of production of energy,
electricity, nuclear energy, to produce energy at
low cost for the benefit of the population.

as. the people of Hirwazm wllm a gas storage
plant was to be built next to t!rem. For t!ris
n>ason it is important to link tfre .safety and
workers committees in the factories with area
committees which invo/J!e the whole of the community in dei1efopme11ts which directly concem
them so that they can discuss and decide 011
what takes place in their area. There should be a
full and public tribunal. The enquiry being carried
out by tile TGWU should be opened. out into a
public enquiry by all the trade unions, which
should take the form of a popular tribunal where
all the population of the sWTounding areas can
discuss and contribute their ideas and proposals.
In this way transform the enquiry into a denunciation of capitalism, its brutality and its ·total
disregard for human life, with concrete proposals
to terminate with the conditions which led to
Flixborouf!h.
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cratic rights are the moo1li~at1on of the masses, of
the petit_ bour_geoisie towards a ~nited front to
impel this policy of Gelbard. It JS. necessary to
support critically this external pohcy while we
maintain independence, to ~upport the decl_arations of Gelbard and the pohcy of Gelbard with
Cuba and with the Soviet Union.

=:::==:==:====:===:===:~...=~-

attack on us 1s caused by the fact that we provide
'd
·
· f
· th'
1 e~s, consciousness, orgamc ~rms to 1s proc.ess
of mdepe~dence of ~e Peromst base. The act10n
of Cano gives a very unportant precedent, because
it is ~oing t~ impose directly, the right of the left
to exist pubhcly m the Peromst party.
When Cano does not say ''I respect Peron" but
declares that he is ready to retake office, he is
declares that he is ready to retake office, he is
confronting Peron and this is going to have quite
an echo. This confirms that the solution over
Cordoba was a compromise and not a direct
concession to the right. Peron yielded to the
coup but in allowing elections, the left has
been· given the possibility to recover the government in Cordoba and affirms consequently the
right of the left to function publicly in the Peronist party. They are giving form to a movement
which has no leadership nor class objectives but
which is a bourgeois mixture with some anti
imperialist principles and with the support of
the masses who want a "national socialism", but
socialism. And the type of socialism which they
want, is nationalisation and the planning of
the economy.

The policy of Gelbard with Cuba cannot tolerate repression and a government of the right.
Such a policy is not convenient to the right.
When they have to use the police it is because
they do aot have another means. They do not
have social force. They have to utilise arrogance
which in part, is also to impose on Peron. It is
necessary to realise that Obregon Cano was going
to liquidate the chief of police, not liquidating
him without communicating with Peron. To liquidate the chief of police means to pJan against
the repressive police; it's the continuation of the
line of Campora.

The class struggle in Argentina is advancing
and intensifying. The Peronist youth which has no
programme, policy, or leadership trusted in Peronism and in the Peronist movement and has to
pass from "vertic.&ity"2 to internal democratic
discussion, to democratic resolutions. We are the
The Peronist left has to learn to organise. It is
only ones who have supported them to understand. going to be hit, it's going to be shaken. This
Peron is going to have to take some measure is going to produce insecurity, but in this way it
to remain in a good light with the youth and has to learn. It does pot have any other solution·
with the trade unions, if there is not a rebellion. than this. The Peronist left proceeds to function
and proceeds to try to attract, proceeds to work
The Peronist masses confront the police and say:
"We believe that we were confronting Ongania but as a leadership being a minority in the leadership
at the summit and at the top. And it is stimulated
Capitalism is allowed to build plants of it is Peron. We did the same as with Ongania, we
to do it. These are experiences which afterwards
highly explosive or inflammable materials wher- made trade unions, meetings, we discuss." But
are going to take place in Peru, Ecuador, Mexico,
Peron
has
an
advantage
which
is
quite
big;
his
e1>er they like with very few controls imposed on
in a series of countries; experiences which have
them, and they are answerable to virtually no external policy has quite an effect. And it is
to be assimilated. They are not movements of
~on trolling government body or agency apart from going to have much more. At the same time this
worker origin, communist, socialist, but nationalist
local planning committees. Because of the brutality effect cannot organise the right.
and bourgeois. But this cannot be maintained on
of the system and the complete lack of any
The perspective is an intensification of the the strictly bourgeois plane. The right is reactionsocial responsibility, they put plants right next to
class struggle in which the right has only bombs, ary, counter revolutionary and for Peron to rehouses and communities. The Labour party.should
guerrillas, attacks, terrorism, but nothing more. press from within, he has to allow and support the
have in terl'ened much more than it has done on
Hence it is necessary to give great importance to external policy. The force that wins is the external
(his explosion. It is not sufficient for an MP to trathe policy of Peron. We have appealed to the policy because it is the force that corresponds to
~el to the scene of the explosion for a half an hour
comrades of Cordoba to defend democratic rights the force, to the will of the masses and unites
visit and then go away, The NEC of the Labour
but at the same time to declare support to the the external policy with the masses. This is going
party should have issued an immediate statement
external policy of Peron, to the policy of Tlate- to go forward. For now, the right dominates the
condemning such events and put forward a series
lolco, towards Cuba, towards the USSR, towards .top sectors, nothing more. Hence it is necessary
Of measures, both immediate and long term, to
Rumania, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia. The govern- to know how to wait to be able to intervene
pre1•ent such criminal events recurring and pledgment has signed quite a lot of good agreements iater. It is very important for the experience
itlg full support for the local people in their
and delegations are going to go from the workers of all our teams.
struggle to prevent the plant being rebuilt.
states to install themselves in Argentina to teach.
Whatever might be the result in Cordoba, they
This has much weight, there are agreements with
In Flixborough the reaction of the pupuare
fighting. It shows that there is a wing which
seven workers states, illI!Ong them Cuba and the
.lation to the explosion was immediate and with
feels t.hat it is an organism to fight. This exper·the same lei•el of militanq and social indignation declarations of Gelbard in Cuba are good. This ience has to be gone through inevitably. To pass
weighs on the Peronistas.
from dep.endance on Peron to an independant
In front of the uprising of the police in functioning, to hold positions, to confront PeroR,
Cordoba, the workers movement, the petit bour- this demands time. The left forces are going to
geoisie is going to say "Where is the legality of learn now, that it is necessary to have a movement
The article by cde J.Posadas 'Democracy,
Peron? Where is Justicialism, the lru th, justice? which has to be independant of the right, has to be
Democratic rights, where are they? Who says that independant of submission to the centralisation
Nationa Iism and the cl11ss struggle in Greece'
the po1ice determine? The guerrillas, they say ,kid· around Peron, without breaking with Peron, seekpublished in Red Flag no: 213 should carry the ' nap and what is the police doing?" This is going ing to be independent, in the action of submission
to give an immense stimulus to a struggle more to Peron. This is very important. It is one of the
dale 24th March 1974, not 13th April 197 4
ele~ated that that of the guerrillas. We are going necessary ways for the independence of the
as was printed in the centre pages of Red Flag.
to appeal for a political fight not a guerrilla workers movement in Argentina. It is the form
fight. It is necessary to show that the demo- which the process of maturation acquires. Their
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The contraaicnons within the Peronist government and
3
.
.
the class struggle in Argentina
m m1 a e the wor kers movement · Hence the
government of Peron has had to send to Cuba a
delegation with the secretary of the CGT and
now Ceaascu arrives also with a trade union delegation. It tries to develop the trade union sector
to release itself from the right later. It is certain
that this trade union sector now serves the
bourgeoisie but not the oligarchy. Peron tries to
develop a trade union group so that later, it will
serve the national bourgeoisie, which is inevitably
going to have to confront Imperialism. He is not
fully a servant of the capitalist system but has.
to make a series of measures as with the workers
states which advance towards positions which are
an.ti-capitalist.
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They have given a blow but there is a progress
in the struggle because this is going to precipitate
the crisis. The declaration of Cano is going to
stimulate the base of the trade unions to see that
they do not have to accept a decision although
it may come from the government of Peron
if this is against democracy, justice, truth. This
has to be fully taken into account.
This has to be taken as a progress on the
road of the organisation of the left in the public
form in the Peronist party.
J. POSADAS. 7 March 1974

Tlatelolco. Meeting in February of the Organisation of American states in which no agreement was reached between the Latin American
countries and Yankee Imperialism.
2 "Verticality" -name given to the Peronist movement whe.re decisions are taken at the top and
handed down, without discussion.
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LABOURS PROGRAMME
OF NATIONALISATIONS DEMANDS
THE FULL INTERVENTION OF THE MASSES
The statements of Wedgwood Benn and Eric
Hefter on the question of nationalisations, on the
necessity for the Labour government to carry
out the policy of its electoral manifesto are both
a reaction to the working class-and the majority
of the population now-who seek to impose their
own solutions to the problems posed by capital·
ism in its final stage of decomposition; to the
necessity of developing the economy in such
conditions. It is not just British capitalism which
is decomposing in every aspect but the whole
world capitalist system, economically, socially,
and politically. Italian capitalism, for example, is
in a complete state of collapse, with an economy
which is bankrupt and with the social weakness
which is expressed in the fact that even in areas
where the Christian Democracy has an electoral
support, the majority voted for the 'NO' in the
'divorce' referendum.

posals made for "the further ideological and
political consolidation of the World Communist
Movement" and fqr the "enhanceme'nt of its role
in the world". It goes on to say that the Soviet
Communist Party will give full support to this.
Breshnev has also intervened in this discussion
calling for a world conference of Communist
Parties without any exception!
This is the process of Partial Regeneration,
as it expresses itself in the intervention of the
leadership of the Soviet Union in the world communist movement, and all the anti-imperialist
movements, in which a sector of the leadarship
advances because it has to, but other elements
begin to do so consciously.
The world balance of forces has to weigh in
the discussions and the decisions which will be pro·
voked by the statement of Benn-made at Netts
miners' Gala-that his 'department' is investigating

In this country, 'serious' bourgeois economists are now talking about a 'slump', in the
near future and there is a 'crisis of investments'
•·. vvi\hlnajorenterprises._.-like,British. Leyl<lfld-vyhicl:i
Gnable' fa-expand-:·· The'-sociaf crisis ·of ca-pF ·talism, of imperialism,. expresses itself- in the
fact for example, that· all the political parties
with a petit bourgeois base are breaking up. The
Radical Party in France, with the right represented by Servan Schreiber who was prepared to
be in the Gisgard government until recently;
and the left of the Radicals in the Popular Union.
The recent explosion at the Nycro CaproEven then, capitalism finds no stability, Schreiber lactum plant at Flixborough is not the result of
has now been thrown out of the government negligence or human error, but is a clear example
because he opposes the nuclear tests of French
of the criminal nature of capitalism. Disasters
imperialism in the Pacific. The exposure of cor- like these are not accidents but the logical conruption in the police, in the gov~rnment depart· sequence of the organisation of production under
ments, in all the capitalist world, is now a capitalism at this stage, of its need to concentrate
norm: The world image of imperialism is of capital, to rely every day more 011 the Chemical
'Watergate' at the centre surrounded by thousands and Petrochemical industries in order to dei,elop
of mini-Watergates.
its large scale production and be more competitiJ1e.
But the benefits of this competition are not
Now, all the world makes a comparison passed on to the masses in the form of cheaper
between the corruption and decomposition of commodities, but are simply to accumulate capital,
capitalism and the economic, political, and social most of which isn't e1•en reim>ested; Capitalism
advance of the Workers States; and it is the does not utilise all the enormous technological
Workers States which provide a pattern for the and scientific ad1,ances of the last period. If it
future of humanity. Imperialism prepares to launch <:annot harness them for the purpose of making or
the war against the Workers States and the increasing profits, then it has no interest and acts
world revolution, but, as a system, it has not the as a brake on progress. The worst aspect of this
strength, the social support, or the leadership to form of production is the complete disregard for
do so openly.
human life, for the workers invol11ed in production
and the people who are obliged to live in
On the other hand, the recent statement by
the proximity of plants like the one at F/ixGretchko, in which he pointed out that Yankee
imperialism had not changed its "anti-communist" borough. The huge Chemical, Petrochemical and
nature, that it prepared the world war, shows that engineering industries increase constantly the num·
berofworkers killed or maimed.
the Soviet Union prepares for the "final encounter" with confidence. The 'detente' now
The explosion demonstrated rhe grossly in·
represents little more than a diplomatic manadequate safety precautions in these industries and
oeuvre on the part of Yankee imperialism, to give
the fact that there are no forms of control or proitself a little more life, and it is an expression of
tection against these firms. 17ie Factory Inspectorits profound weakness. The Chinese leadership
invited Heath for a 'visit' and the Chinese masses
demonstrated against Heath, and denounced the
visit. In the Yunnan province, for example, the
demand was raised for the removal of the vice·
president because he organised a banquet for
Heath. A sector of the Chinese leadership may
want to make an alliance with Heath, but the
Chinese masses interyene against Heath, against
Brit1sn imoerialism, as the miners and the rest of
the British working class have done: The banners
in Shankai which called for the unity of all the
world proletariat expresses this. The intervent!on
of the Chinese voters finds its echo in an article in
'Pravda' on the 5th anniversary of the 1960
World Co11gress in Moscow-which talks of pro·

- are'

the running of the big monopolies, the massive
subsidies they have received from. the state and
comparing them with nationalised industries. It is
~n attempt by a sector of the Labour government
to plan the economy on the basis of more nationalisations. The Workers States demonstrate that
nationalisations and planning are the only way
to develop the economy. The problem is that the
Labour Party does not have the structure which
allows the intervention of the force that can
carry out such a programme-the masses. None of
the proposals made in the last period on "workers
participation" on investments in industry, on
nationalisations, allows for this. The proposals
by the TUC for a fully integrated transport
service with the nationalised docks and the nation·
alisation of all but the smallest transport fleets has
the same limitation.
The workers vanguard, the .nurses, the local
government officers; all the population mobilises.

The left in the trade unions and the Labour Party
must base themselves on this force; organising
a series of local Conferences of the Labour move·
ment which allows the intervention of the workers
in the factories and the masses in the workers
areas together with the trade union branches.
Capitalist industry has absorbed massill1!
subsidies, without developing the economy in any
way. Even on the present basis the nationalise(!
industry contributes far. more to the economy. A
whole process of discussion; of meetings in the
necessary on
centres of the proletariat, is
how to develop the economy, how to impel the
trade unions to intervene-as the Italian trade
unions are doing-in the planning of the economy.
This process of democratia functioning,
which allows the intervention of the workin.g
class and all the masses, will make is possible to
organise a National Conference of the Labour
movement. The left of the Labour Party and the
trade unions, must intervene in this on the basis
of a programme of nationalisations under workers'
control, and on the experience and on the force
of the process of Partial Regeneration ln the
Workers States.

"-·-THE FLIXBOROUGH EXPLOSION
IS THE RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL NATURE
OF CAPITALISM

ORDER NOW:

ate, even if they report dangers and risks for the
workers and nearby communities, ha11e no real
authorisation or powers to take measures to
pre1•ent such accidents. It is, howei1er, insufficient for the Labour government to simply
propose more stringent measures and the introduction of the Health and Safety at Work Bill,
because what is on trial is not one or another firm,
but the system as a whole. What happened at
Flixborough was only a concentrated example of
everyday life under capitalism This can be seen
in all sectors of industry, from mining, to transport, to North Sea Oil exploitation, to the drug
industry, all forms of production under capitalism are carried out with the criterion of profit
and not in the interests of society; and in this
stage not only does the development of capitalism not coincide with the needs and development
of society, but it is all the time in conflict with,
and a brake on progress.
This explosion emphasises the need for the
labour Party and trade unions to in ten>cne with
a full scale plan of nationalisations under workers'
control, with a plan of production in the interests
of society as a whole, for all progress of science,
technology; automation to benefit the workers by
shorter working hours, cheaper goods, to improl'e
the working conditions but also to impro1'e the
quality of life for the whole of the population. It
is relevant to take the example of the Italian

trade unions who call for a plan of production
and investments in what is socially necessary for
society, control over the siting of industries and
the right to control the country's economic
policy. This is an important example for the
Labour party which is in a position to impose a
full plan of nationalisations together with the
trade unions, functioning under workers' control.
Out of 130 tra(je unions, only three of these
have safety officers in the factorie~ and even
then this form of protection is absurdly inadequate. The enquiry being carried out by. the
TGWU must put forward a series of proposals
for the Labour government and 'must insist on
safety committees in all factories made up of
workers, not full time officials, and with full
power to hold up production at any moment if
the safety measures do not satisfy them. But
at the same time it is important to emphasise
that within the limits of capitalism it is impossible to have any acceptable safety norms, and
that the running of production under capitalism
means that the workers are often ignorant of the
dangers involved in the work they are doing. For
this reason the trade unions must put forward a
series of immediate demands, workers' control and
factory committees, safety committee~ and organs
of workers' control, but at the same time the
struggle for these demands has to be acc<Jm{W!ind
turn to page 4
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The world process of the socialist revolution,
the armY, the masses
and the collapse of fascism in Portugal

J__
The events in Cordoba, express the class struggle
within Peronism, the crisis of growth of the
Peronist movement, and the development of the
struggle of tendencies. The uprising of the police
in Cordoba, is an attempt by· the rigl1t to smash
the Peronist left, relying upon the support of Peron,
although this is not direct or indiscriminate. The
fact that they had to utilise the police, to
deliver a subversive blow. in Cordoba, deepens
the corruption of the political relations between
the governing team, the police, the army, and
opens the gates so that tomorrow, a coup can be
made against the Povernmen t. The masses see that
there are no democratjc rights; that it is not
sufficient to elect a candidate because the police
arrives imme,diately, and throw out the people
who have been _elected. This stimulates them to
organise, as ·an· organism, as a Party, and ft
stimulates the Trade Unions to intervene as a
force. It deepens the process which, from every
point of view, was necessary. The Peronist masses
have to go through the experience that they ·need
an organisation independent of the government.
The people who organised the coup in Cordoba,
aren't going to remain in Cordoba. They are
going to try to continue in the same way. In the
general perspective, they are losing. The policy of
Peron tpwards Cuba and towards the Workers
State cannot be sustained by a government of
· the right. It is absurd. Completely without sense.
·The policy of Peron has nothing to do with what
he put forward in the 40's, including the period
from '49, when he broke off relations with the
Workers States. The police which Peron put
forward, could not be carried out if it was a
government of the right, neither Bolivia, Chile
· rtor Brazil, could make this policy. Besides, pushing forward such a policy with Cuba, stimulates
the Latin-American masses, the petit bourgeoisie,
· to give ~ 'Cuban Solution'.

It is not possible to stimulate this with a
policy of the right. There is an internal struggle
-with Peronism, the right has had to make a
police subvertion in Cordoba, because it does not
have the social strength. Besides they made the
coup, and afterwards it was posed that in 6
months new elections would be held. This is
already a beginning of a rupture in the internal
., equilibrium in Peronism. lt is a blow to the
masses, but the masses are seeing that they have
to seek anotJier solution, that they cannot wait
for thei~ lei!dership to advance. Obregon Cano
expelled the Chiefof the Po~ce, for having ordered.
the murder of ? peasants. The Chief of the Police
opposed this measure of the governor and led an
uprising of the police arresting the governor, the
vice-governor and his ministers, and demanding
his removal from the national government. It is
a coup d'etat,. and the Peronist vanguard, the
leaders, the militants, have already seen that they
cannot wait on promises, that they have to
impose by force. They see a government elected
democratically, which takes measures against the
police, because they assassinate peasants-it is
perfectly legitimate to do so, it is its responsibility-, and the police rebels. These are very
arrogant steps, of an antagonistic confrontation
which show that there is no ideological divergencies, nor political divergencies, but that there
· are social divergencies, antagonistic divisions. Everybody is going to see this, and it is helping the
Peronist masses to mature·.
The right is going to utilise all the police and
para-police forces, to deliver blows because it
doesn't hold correct positions, it does not have
sociaJ, electoral, political, or trade union support.
.It was the police which had to deliver the coup.
It is a coup d'etat. The problem is posed for
Peron whether to accept this. If he prepared and
allowed it, tomorrow, it will go against him. The
left is going to. free itself from him, because it is
going to see -that although the external economic
policy of Peron is important, (the internal much
less), he is not going to be able to complete this
policy because, the right is going to lead. This
process is going to intensify. There is a struggle at
the top, a struggle of political tendency. The
favourable declarations of Peron in relation with
the._ USSR, the agreements with the Workers
States, cannot relate to this policy. It is against.
Sectors of the right are going to sabotage it, and
dt:~troy the economic plans. Neither could Peron
, do. ¢is, if there· was not ii wing of the army which
'supports him. With the policy directed towards
the Workers States, the meeting of Tlatelolco,1 he
could not push forward a policy of the repression of the left, because it could not be tolerated. It stjmulated the right,- but it goes against
all the policy: of independence from the Yanks.
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THE CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN THE PERONIST GOVERNMENT AND THE
CLASS STRUGGLE IN ARGENTINA

the capitalist system. They can advance to some
extent within the capitalist system, but the economic conditions do not allow them to compete.
They have to unify. The Peruvian bourgeoisie
dash with the Chilean, with Argentina, with the
Brazilian, ~ey cannot _unify as a capitalist coun~ry.
The Peromst masses show that _they do not wantterronsm; _They 0 not want it. TheY_ want to
advance with their orga:is, and th~ resista:ice of
Obregon C~o a~d Atil!O ~opez, IS _very ~mportant.; The ~romst ~roletanat put up with 18
~e~s repression anddm ~h~ ~urse 0 these· ye_ars,
it eca~se structure wit
~ wor rev~1ut10?·
The tnumph of the masses m the elections m
~ritain, i!1 Ethiopia, _the declaration of ?elbard
m Cuba, mfluences this. Obregon Cano said: 1 am
~he d go~;r?or and 1 w~n~. to fi~~ernC. Agdb th_e
ra e mons supporte
tm u Y· or 0 a is
empty: totally sealed o~f, _and paralysed. _Now,
there 1s .not a trade umon .leader,. bureaucrat,
a
.
tr_ade. u_ mon te__ ndency, there 1s a p_o_httcal tendency
withm Peromsm where we. partici?at.e. _The CIA
wants to o~erthrow_ Peromsm to mtumdate the
rest of Lal!n Amenca, and when Campora and
Od br_e~on Cfa~o con~ronsht Peronh, dohnot ~cceptht!11e
eCist: 0 h er~ngh, it_ ows t at_ t ere 1\no ding
1ost, . at ~ e n t is not_ ommpotent, _ut . at
Peron 1 ~ gomg to have to give ~n explanation ma
short tune, -~ ~e~u~e to satlsghfy :h~ left. The
agree~.ent;i . .u Ca IS not en~u · t nec~ss~ry
to re ise at it is a:ripor~,.w 0 pose m re _atrnn
to the attack of '.he nght, if !11~Y want to ~u.dge
me, they have to Judge the 6 milhons Argentmians
who vote_d for me": And ~e said this to P_e~on
also. It is a w~r~mg "'.'hie~ sho"'."~ a political
struggle. We part1c1pate m this political struggle,
our objective is not on_e trade union post or
another, but the trade umon post for the struggle
in Peronism, to organise the marxist tendency.
If the police made a coup d'etat like that in
Cordoba, it shows what these people are preparing,

?
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but. they _are preparing a defeat for they do not ment, and they- would ha\!e to have elections. This
have any s.trength. They have to use the police. means that Peron in place of giving power to the
They cannot utilise the army! This shows what- right, allows new elections in which the right is
t11ey are going to prepare and the defeat which going to lose again from every aspect. When the
they are experiencing. The right advances because elections are allowed, even though it is within 6
it has the. apparatus. But. the masses are against. months, it is because it has not been possible
This process has to take place. We must organise, to give power to the right, and this can be seen in
develop the ideas, affirm the programme of the fact that they have appointed as a catetakerHuerta Grande and La Falda which is in process governor, someone who is not of the right. They
in spite of Peron and in splle of the repression'. have made a momentary compromise to push out
This is what it interests us io see. Peron did not the right, and try to put in another leadership.
win authority with this. The left will try al).d Peron cannot continue without defining a policy.
seek and will still seek to impel Peron. On this He makes an agreement with the Soviet Union,
road, he can advance quite a lot. But it. is not a with Cuba, takes up a position of criticism of
- T-h e- masses h ave t.o go th_rou-gh a wh o 1--e lITlpena
·
•· l"ism·· m
· Tl ate IoIco, an d an mterna
·
I pol"icy
1 t"ion.
sou
seri·es of experi·ences, __ at the same ti.me· as there of repression. Oµr- _work is to help the Peronist
is this uprising of the police, there. is the trip of vanguard to mature fo this prncess.·This is what
Gelbard to Cuba, which is a very great impulse to is important. That it is now involved in reanti-imperialist solutions, it is against the right. pression, does not mean to say that the governThe meeting of Tlatelolco, does not favour the men! of Peron is finished. But at the same time,
right, it is against it. The external policy of Peron, Peron is receiving the organised reply of the left,
cannot be separated from the internal policy. He of Obregon Cano, of the radical left, of the
cannot pursue the policy with Cuba, with the leadership of the Radical Party, which rejects the
Workers States, and with the significance of gangster altitude. Hence, Peron speaks now of
Tlatelolco, with a reactionary internal policy. It ordering the intervention because if he does not,
is absurd. Because then, the right takes power, and he has to treat this _as a normal form of governliquidates the external policy. It is a contra- ment, and they can- do it to him. It is a dediction which has to be resolved in a short time composition. He called Congress. and the first
and the right does not have the strength to resolv~ meeting failed. It is possible that there was init. Hence, the blows by the police like those in timidation and it succeeded, but now, it has
Cordoba because it does not have the social or failed. As we analysed, it is a struggle at the top.
political' strength to do otherwise. They are It is a struggle of political tendencies. Campora
clandestine blows of very little duration. An had an interview answering the accusation about
important proof, without it being determining, allowing marxist infiltration. He said: "I have
is that after having thrown out this government done what it is necessary to do, I fulfilled my
of Cano, Lopez could have formed another govern- duty of president, and if you don't like it, a:sk the

NUS Conference

The struggle and demands of the students
must be linked. to those of the masses
There is. now a. move by the right of the student
movement to reverse the resolution taken at the.
last national conference, which decided that they
shouldn't have the right to speak at students'
meetings. This resolution of Conference, was expressing a class position from the part of the
students. There should be no right to support the
regime in South Africa, to support the Junta in
Chile, for these are against the interests of the
exploited masses, and therefore, against the interests of the students. However, it is necessary to
raise the discussion above the preoccupation for
grants and how; to counter the right with amendments by mobilising to the maximum the opinion
of the students in support of the working class
and the labour movement. In this way, the probIems of grants and of democracy in the student
movement can be transcended without being
eluded. It is clear that the class struggle is taking
place in the student movement as well as in the
the working class, but it is necessary to incorporate the problems of the students with those of
the working class so as to give a class solution to
the student problems. It is not possible to find
an answer in a discussion that limits itself to
grants and to counter the right wing. One of the
most elevated functions which this conference
could play at this time, is to become a source of
ideas to organise discussions in the whole of the
student movement on the basis of incorporating
their demands into those of the working class, and
diffusing ideas in the whole of the Labour move:
ment on how to change the structure of society.

The demand for better grants beyond the
offer is absolutely correct. The students are de'.
manding the right to have dignified conditions of
life, to finish with the exploitation of the students,
of the women students, of the immigrants; to
finish with discrimination. They want the right
to control what sort of education there should
be and for what purpose? For the benefit of the
masses or for the benefit of capitalism? The
students already see their struggle as part of the
working class struggle. This was shown at the time
of the miners' strike, when they gave every kind
of support to the miners wnich they could. This
. Latin America can advance in the margin of means that the students see the working class as

the leadership of society, the force which can
change it, and resolve the problems of all the
exploited masses. We call on the students to discuss
in this conference, beyor:id 1he problems of
grants, how to become a focus of ideas for the_
whole of society, to show how the nationalised
planned economy is superior. We call on them to
explain publicly .and to organise meetings to
discuss the superiority of the Workers States over
private property. The nationalised planned economy, even with a bureaucracy is what provides
the basis for a dignified standard of life, and the
elimination of the dispute of man against man in
order to survive, and the elimination of the
bureaucracy.
The students have the opportunity which
the workers have not, to think, to acquire theo·
retical and scientific knowledge, and to interest
themselves particularly in ideas. They can, and
must put this to the service of the working class
by intervening with ideas of the way to change
the system of production. Marxism is the basis of
these ideas. And also the concrete expression of
Marxism is the Workers States. We call on the
students to discuss the texts of Posadas, and to
discuss the Workers States, the very great progress
of such countries as Albania or Bulgaria, compared with Greece for example. It is necessary
to diffuse as much as possible the idea of the
scientific planning of the productive system, by
which intelligence can be released, and superior
human relations installed.
There is a genuine anti-capitalist sentiment
among the students, and a great combativity
as the various occupations have shown. This
means that the students are sensitive to the bal·
ance of forces in the country and the world,
which is favourable ta the masses, the workers
and the students. This is. what Portugal shows,
and . it is necessary to discuss. Portugal in the
Conference, so as to make' the world ascent of the
revolution weigh in the student movement through
its cons!:iOlJsness of the link there· is between
their campaigns arid the class struggle. It is necessary to discuss the maturity of the Portuguese
masses who have never resigned themselves to
fascism, but awaited the opportunity to smash it.
They have known how to combine the gun and

the red carnations, and how to utilise the rebellion of the organisms of the repressive apparatus
of the capitalist state, so as to advance in their
struggle towards a government of the left. This
maturity of the proletaria_t which influences all
the population, must be discussed within the
context of the similar processes in France and Italy
whilst the capitalist system is in its Total Collapse.
The world 'is ready for. Communism'. This is
what Posadas said about the world situation today.
The students· must discuss this. This is the way
to resolve the problems posed by the grants, by
the right wing, and to make all the forces of the
left weigh so as to assist the left in the Labour
movement to apply the programme of national·
isations. This is the way to utilise all the forces
against the right wing. The comrades students
must discuss in this conference, and diffuse in all
the workers and student· movement, the ideas of
how to impose nationalisations, how to unify the
left of the Labour movement with the Trades
Unions in order to do so. The main function
which this conference could play, is that it can
be a centre of elaboration of marxist ideas.
We call on the left groups, on the Communist Party, on the _students, to adopt a clear
marxist perspective in relation to how to change
the structure of society and impose nationalisations. It is necessary to open the_ universities
to the workers, to the population, to put the uni·
versities at the· service of the masses. Tp put the
scientific preparation of the students at the
service of the elaboration of marxist ideas. We
cal I on them to discuss our texts; the texts of
comrade J.. Posadas, which are the marxisms of
this stage, to stimulate. the left of the Labour
movement, to link it with the students and the
working class, to call on the Labour left to use
the university as a means to debate and organise
on the basis of the mobilisation of the students,
the trade unions, the factories, to impose national·
isations. For this, the texts of Posadas are ir·
replaceable, for they give the basis f6r this discussion to take place: The consciousness of the
fact that "The world. ls ready for Communism"
and the over-riding authority of the' Workers
States in this stage.
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The experience which the movement has to the Workers Stat es which confuses. It is impormake, is to show that under Peron, it is not pos- tant, it is right, it is necessary to support it. With
sible to put forward a class socialist programme, this policy, he tends to attract the petit bourbecause the Peronista right pr even ts it, and Peron geoisie to make them feel that it is not rebalances between both sectors. When he has to actionary, because he pushes such a policy in·
decide, he decides with the right because it is ternally and allows this game with the right.
I~ .linked with capitalism. The youth, the sec- Neither can the right go any further. Peron
tors of the left are not intimidated and have cannot allow it to go much further. If he al·
given battle. They fought from the program- lowed the right to go much further, to push
rights, and that they have _to defend themselve~ matic point of view, politically, organisationally, the process backwards, all the policy with Cuba,
as they defend themselves m front of the army constitutionally, from the governmental point of witq the Workers States, with Yugoslavia and now
view. It is a tendency. It is not resistance of a with Czechoslovakia would be dissolved.
They made a police intervention, and a series trade union group, of a sector, an industrial plant.
of arrests, which is going to produce iin in- It is a tendency which in all the aspects of
It is a phase of this class struggle within
finitely more profound reaction than could be organisation-without a homogeneous leadership,. Peronism, in which the left is going to learn to
deduced. The masses see that they do not have ~ithout a homo~eneous policy ,-struggles because organise, to advance, to produce leaders, to make
democratic rights, and that they have to defend 1t feels that if it does not, there is going to be stable organisms and to pass from an empirical
themselves as they defend themselves in front of a retreat. It is opposed to the right in eve1y functioning, a paternalist functioning under Peron
th_e army, and to create there a nationalist layer. way, it is opposed to imperialism. This allows it which is a bourgeois regime--to a revolutionary
The attack which they have made on marxism to resist, but still, it does not have brganisrns, programme and leadership, to a class position.
has not had any effect. The masses see what programme, leadership. They have to undertake This is the experience which it has to go through.
marxism is, that it defends the increase in wages, this experience which is inevitable.
It is doing this, it does not retreat to zero, but it
democratic rights, the development of trade union
is going to advance from where it is and it is
power: if this is marxism, it is good. They
going to impel. Hence the resistance which was
made declarations against 'marxist subversion'.
. We do not have_ the strength to ~ubstitute for made in Cordoba is very important. The left is
But the government of Peron makes an arrange- this. _The Com1:11umsts have taken _flight, they do not dispirited, it feels that it has been hit, but
ment with the USSR and defends Cuba publically. not mtervene m any way, nor did they before. they are not destroyed. Hence they continue.
It is a contradiction which cannot be resolved. The Communists before were with the fascists. This creates a ve-ry great crisis for Peron.
It is not a manoeuvre of Peron, Peron made a They supported all the fascist organs of the
Instead of feeling intimidated in the other
manoeuvre but he could not resolve the contra- '.'Liberators". ~ow, ~e ~ommunists still do not
dictions and the base of this is the maturity ~terv~ne. It is an mevitable process ~nd the provinces, these are going to defend themselves.
of the Peronist movement, which has already eromst left has to pass through all of this, for a They are going to see that Cordoba was a model
acquired the consciousness that it is capable period. It is important that it isn't. demoralised. to do the same elsewhere, the right want io
of resolving all the problems and intervenes to It does not go back to zero and begm from there. · t· "d t
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masses and the CGT of Attilio Lopez did not
The resistance_ to the arrogance of the governIt is necessary to have the patience to inter- recognise them. And they are going to wage the
same
struggle
as
they
did
before
with
the
"Liberment,
to the ngllt and to Peroµ. shows that
vene in this process. It is not a question of proato s"
people are learning already and within the country,
ceeding to attack to break with Peron but to
the boomerang is at work. It is learning how to
r ·
persuade. It is necessary to reject these measures,
There is a difficulty which makes their under- resist the right. The latter has n0t been able to
but by persuading the masses, and explaining, standing quite difficult. Peron has a policy towards
turn to page 4
showiflg that when the police have to take
clandestine measures like those in Cordoba, it is
beeause the army did not wish to intervene. There
is a series of contradictions in the development
of Peronism which they cannot resolve with arrogant measures nor with repressive interventions.
Revista Marxista Latino-Americana, organ of the International Secretariat of the IV International.
They can take measures, but they are completely
Revista Marxista Latino·Americana, reproduced by the P.O.R.(T) Mexican Section of the I\'
unstable. The proof is the fact that they have
International.
to have elections in Cordoba. The Radicals and
Revista
Marxista Latino-Americana, reproduced by the P.O.R.(T) the Spanish Section of the IV
the Left Peronists are 7(1% of the votes there.
In terna ti on al.
They have to seek other measures, they have
Revista Marxista Latino Americana, reproduced by the P.O. (T) Argentina.
had elections, because they made a compromise.
(In Italian), organ of the European Bureau of the International Secretariat
Revista Marxista
I~ not, Peron, wo~ld have given power to the
of the IV International.
·
~;ght. :Vhat the gohce have done, cones.ponds to
Revue Marxiste
(In French) organ of the European Bureau of the International .
. a _Chile~n coup . And the mas~es are gomg to see
Secretariat of the IV International.
it m t~1s way_ and they ar~ going to react? they
Marxist Review
{In English) organ of the European Bureau of the International Secretariat
are gomg to mc:ease the mdependent _action of
of the IV International.
Per?n, of P~romsm, and th~y are gomg to go
against the ngllt.. The~ are gomg to attract and to
GERMANY: Arbeiter Stimme organ of the
ALGERIA: Revolution Socialiste, organ of the
appeal to the nat10nal1sts of th~ army.
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6 millions Argentinians who voted for me." It is
a position of combat. This is also against Peron,
and it is a political struggle which is organising
the Peronist left.
·
Campora works as a political leader who is going
to defend _hll_nself. The left. tendency_ is on the
march. This is what the police coup m Cordoba
tries to intimidate. And it did not intimidate
anything, because Obregon Cano came out saying
that he was the governor, a:nd· he was going to act
as such. Although he has not been allowed to act
now, it means that there is going to be a fight. He
did not speak like a coward by saying "The
general retired me, do not support me". Nothing
of this. The struggle is advancing.
There is going to be a very great crisis among
the Peronist masses, because these, like the middle
sectors of Peronism, are going to see that reason
and intelligence are not enough. But that it is
necessary to liquidate the arrogance of power. The
masses put up with the bourgeoisie for 18 years.
They are not now going to allow these blows.
The right has this strength from the apparatus,
it does not have the force of reason, it does
not have a social base. Hence, it made a clandestine blow with the bourgeoisie. Otherwise,
it affirms the power of the right and of the
apparatus. The method of using the police, to
attack the house of the governor, shows a very
profound crisis of the government of Peron. It is
opening the road to the intervention of the
police as a factor of political decision. It is a
crisis within the Peronist movement, and the
Peronist base says that "it is a struggle of bandi ts who attack the house of the government."
The Peronist base is notgoing to support Peron,
they are going to say: "This is what the oligarchy used to do, ·what difference is there
between the oligarchy and this?" This stimulates
the left, stimulates a great number of militants,
affirming the necessity to confront Peron and the
government of Peron, with more advanced measures, imposing the.m because they would not be
able to expect that he would accept, and respect
the democratic liberties. They made Bidegain,
the governor of the province of Buenos Aires,
resign, because he could not stop the attacks on
the barracks. What is he going to do with the
police which attacks the governor's residence. Is
it the police that decide the policy of the government? This perverts all relations and is going to"
impel the left to affirm itself in the need for a
stable political leadership. This, the right cannot
have, although they deliver blows. They are going
to continue giving them, because they still control
the apparatus.
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:Flixborough explosion ·is
the result of the criminal
nature of capitalism
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The contradictions within the. Peronist government and the class·: struggle in Argentirna
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· Workers of /he

IN THE SOCIALIST PARTIES. J.POSADAS (selection of articles 1972-73)

by the struggle against the capitalist system. There
is no hope of reforming the system, capitalism
in its present state is incapable of giJJing any
more to the masses.
Capitalism has to concentrate on large scale
production, on the large Chemical, Petrochemical
and engineering plants with its resulting pollution
and poisoning of the environment, water and food.
Pollution is a phenomenon of this stage, the in·
creasilig use of chemical products which contaminate el'erything.. Capitalism can use no other
means of production but it is possible to eliminate these forms of production. Improvements in
productil'e methods should mean better working
conqitions and less hours for workers as well as
better conditions of life for the whole of the
population, and not an increase in exploitatio[!,
as it is under capitalism.
The trade unions .~hould put forward a
plan of production for the textile and all other
industries to di~cuss what is to be produced, for
whose benefit and for what use in society. The
fact that the Nycro fact~ry was part owned by the
National Coal Board, a nationalised industly, is
another example of the utilisation of state industries by priliate sec tors as a source of low price
raw materials. What is required is nationalisation
under workers' control, a· completely different
kind of'natidnalisatidn to that of the past. All
the workers should be able' to participate fully
in the running of the factories, in discussions. on
production methods, conditions, the quality and
also the usefulness of what is being produced for
the community.
All the great .advances in science and technology which are ~Ot· being fully utilised by
capitqlism or. that are being misused are having a
profound effect on sectors who, until recently,
were. a base of sµpport for capitalism. Scientists
and tech11fr:ians who want to produce for the
benef!tof society find themselves restricted by
budgets, disinterest or criminal refusal by capitalism to use scien tijic advances for this end_ Even
Within the United States, where scientists and
t~chnicians are a well paid elite, there exist antichpitalist currents who can't accept the conflict
which exists between human intelligence and the
utilisation of science. All these sectors can be
inc/µded in the anti-capitalist struggle, but their
incorporation must be seen as a political task
which needs a programme which can win them
over and give them a better perspectiJJe than that
offered to them by capitalism. It is important
that they coordinate with the trade unions to
put forward a programme of production of energy,
electricity, nuclear energy, to produce energy at
low cost for the benefit of the population.

as. the people of Hirwazm wllm a gas storage
plant was to be built next to t!rem. For t!ris
n>ason it is important to link tfre .safety and
workers committees in the factories with area
committees which invo/J!e the whole of the community in dei1efopme11ts which directly concem
them so that they can discuss and decide 011
what takes place in their area. There should be a
full and public tribunal. The enquiry being carried
out by tile TGWU should be opened. out into a
public enquiry by all the trade unions, which
should take the form of a popular tribunal where
all the population of the sWTounding areas can
discuss and contribute their ideas and proposals.
In this way transform the enquiry into a denunciation of capitalism, its brutality and its ·total
disregard for human life, with concrete proposals
to terminate with the conditions which led to
Flixborouf!h.
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cratic rights are the moo1li~at1on of the masses, of
the petit_ bour_geoisie towards a ~nited front to
impel this policy of Gelbard. It JS. necessary to
support critically this external pohcy while we
maintain independence, to ~upport the decl_arations of Gelbard and the pohcy of Gelbard with
Cuba and with the Soviet Union.
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attack on us 1s caused by the fact that we provide
'd
·
· f
· th'
1 e~s, consciousness, orgamc ~rms to 1s proc.ess
of mdepe~dence of ~e Peromst base. The act10n
of Cano gives a very unportant precedent, because
it is ~oing t~ impose directly, the right of the left
to exist pubhcly m the Peromst party.
When Cano does not say ''I respect Peron" but
declares that he is ready to retake office, he is
declares that he is ready to retake office, he is
confronting Peron and this is going to have quite
an echo. This confirms that the solution over
Cordoba was a compromise and not a direct
concession to the right. Peron yielded to the
coup but in allowing elections, the left has
been· given the possibility to recover the government in Cordoba and affirms consequently the
right of the left to function publicly in the Peronist party. They are giving form to a movement
which has no leadership nor class objectives but
which is a bourgeois mixture with some anti
imperialist principles and with the support of
the masses who want a "national socialism", but
socialism. And the type of socialism which they
want, is nationalisation and the planning of
the economy.

The policy of Gelbard with Cuba cannot tolerate repression and a government of the right.
Such a policy is not convenient to the right.
When they have to use the police it is because
they do aot have another means. They do not
have social force. They have to utilise arrogance
which in part, is also to impose on Peron. It is
necessary to realise that Obregon Cano was going
to liquidate the chief of police, not liquidating
him without communicating with Peron. To liquidate the chief of police means to pJan against
the repressive police; it's the continuation of the
line of Campora.

The class struggle in Argentina is advancing
and intensifying. The Peronist youth which has no
programme, policy, or leadership trusted in Peronism and in the Peronist movement and has to
pass from "vertic.&ity"2 to internal democratic
discussion, to democratic resolutions. We are the
The Peronist left has to learn to organise. It is
only ones who have supported them to understand. going to be hit, it's going to be shaken. This
Peron is going to have to take some measure is going to produce insecurity, but in this way it
to remain in a good light with the youth and has to learn. It does pot have any other solution·
with the trade unions, if there is not a rebellion. than this. The Peronist left proceeds to function
and proceeds to try to attract, proceeds to work
The Peronist masses confront the police and say:
"We believe that we were confronting Ongania but as a leadership being a minority in the leadership
at the summit and at the top. And it is stimulated
Capitalism is allowed to build plants of it is Peron. We did the same as with Ongania, we
to do it. These are experiences which afterwards
highly explosive or inflammable materials wher- made trade unions, meetings, we discuss." But
are going to take place in Peru, Ecuador, Mexico,
Peron
has
an
advantage
which
is
quite
big;
his
e1>er they like with very few controls imposed on
in a series of countries; experiences which have
them, and they are answerable to virtually no external policy has quite an effect. And it is
to be assimilated. They are not movements of
~on trolling government body or agency apart from going to have much more. At the same time this
worker origin, communist, socialist, but nationalist
local planning committees. Because of the brutality effect cannot organise the right.
and bourgeois. But this cannot be maintained on
of the system and the complete lack of any
The perspective is an intensification of the the strictly bourgeois plane. The right is reactionsocial responsibility, they put plants right next to
class struggle in which the right has only bombs, ary, counter revolutionary and for Peron to rehouses and communities. The Labour party.should
guerrillas, attacks, terrorism, but nothing more. press from within, he has to allow and support the
have in terl'ened much more than it has done on
Hence it is necessary to give great importance to external policy. The force that wins is the external
(his explosion. It is not sufficient for an MP to trathe policy of Peron. We have appealed to the policy because it is the force that corresponds to
~el to the scene of the explosion for a half an hour
comrades of Cordoba to defend democratic rights the force, to the will of the masses and unites
visit and then go away, The NEC of the Labour
but at the same time to declare support to the the external policy with the masses. This is going
party should have issued an immediate statement
external policy of Peron, to the policy of Tlate- to go forward. For now, the right dominates the
condemning such events and put forward a series
lolco, towards Cuba, towards the USSR, towards .top sectors, nothing more. Hence it is necessary
Of measures, both immediate and long term, to
Rumania, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia. The govern- to know how to wait to be able to intervene
pre1•ent such criminal events recurring and pledgment has signed quite a lot of good agreements iater. It is very important for the experience
itlg full support for the local people in their
and delegations are going to go from the workers of all our teams.
struggle to prevent the plant being rebuilt.
states to install themselves in Argentina to teach.
Whatever might be the result in Cordoba, they
This has much weight, there are agreements with
In Flixborough the reaction of the pupuare
fighting. It shows that there is a wing which
seven workers states, illI!Ong them Cuba and the
.lation to the explosion was immediate and with
feels t.hat it is an organism to fight. This exper·the same lei•el of militanq and social indignation declarations of Gelbard in Cuba are good. This ience has to be gone through inevitably. To pass
weighs on the Peronistas.
from dep.endance on Peron to an independant
In front of the uprising of the police in functioning, to hold positions, to confront PeroR,
Cordoba, the workers movement, the petit bour- this demands time. The left forces are going to
geoisie is going to say "Where is the legality of learn now, that it is necessary to have a movement
The article by cde J.Posadas 'Democracy,
Peron? Where is Justicialism, the lru th, justice? which has to be independant of the right, has to be
Democratic rights, where are they? Who says that independant of submission to the centralisation
Nationa Iism and the cl11ss struggle in Greece'
the po1ice determine? The guerrillas, they say ,kid· around Peron, without breaking with Peron, seekpublished in Red Flag no: 213 should carry the ' nap and what is the police doing?" This is going ing to be independent, in the action of submission
to give an immense stimulus to a struggle more to Peron. This is very important. It is one of the
dale 24th March 1974, not 13th April 197 4
ele~ated that that of the guerrillas. We are going necessary ways for the independence of the
as was printed in the centre pages of Red Flag.
to appeal for a political fight not a guerrilla workers movement in Argentina. It is the form
fight. It is necessary to show that the demo- which the process of maturation acquires. Their
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The contraaicnons within the Peronist government and
3
.
.
the class struggle in Argentina
m m1 a e the wor kers movement · Hence the
government of Peron has had to send to Cuba a
delegation with the secretary of the CGT and
now Ceaascu arrives also with a trade union delegation. It tries to develop the trade union sector
to release itself from the right later. It is certain
that this trade union sector now serves the
bourgeoisie but not the oligarchy. Peron tries to
develop a trade union group so that later, it will
serve the national bourgeoisie, which is inevitably
going to have to confront Imperialism. He is not
fully a servant of the capitalist system but has.
to make a series of measures as with the workers
states which advance towards positions which are
an.ti-capitalist.
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They have given a blow but there is a progress
in the struggle because this is going to precipitate
the crisis. The declaration of Cano is going to
stimulate the base of the trade unions to see that
they do not have to accept a decision although
it may come from the government of Peron
if this is against democracy, justice, truth. This
has to be fully taken into account.
This has to be taken as a progress on the
road of the organisation of the left in the public
form in the Peronist party.
J. POSADAS. 7 March 1974

Tlatelolco. Meeting in February of the Organisation of American states in which no agreement was reached between the Latin American
countries and Yankee Imperialism.
2 "Verticality" -name given to the Peronist movement whe.re decisions are taken at the top and
handed down, without discussion.
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LABOURS PROGRAMME
OF NATIONALISATIONS DEMANDS
THE FULL INTERVENTION OF THE MASSES
The statements of Wedgwood Benn and Eric
Hefter on the question of nationalisations, on the
necessity for the Labour government to carry
out the policy of its electoral manifesto are both
a reaction to the working class-and the majority
of the population now-who seek to impose their
own solutions to the problems posed by capital·
ism in its final stage of decomposition; to the
necessity of developing the economy in such
conditions. It is not just British capitalism which
is decomposing in every aspect but the whole
world capitalist system, economically, socially,
and politically. Italian capitalism, for example, is
in a complete state of collapse, with an economy
which is bankrupt and with the social weakness
which is expressed in the fact that even in areas
where the Christian Democracy has an electoral
support, the majority voted for the 'NO' in the
'divorce' referendum.

posals made for "the further ideological and
political consolidation of the World Communist
Movement" and fqr the "enhanceme'nt of its role
in the world". It goes on to say that the Soviet
Communist Party will give full support to this.
Breshnev has also intervened in this discussion
calling for a world conference of Communist
Parties without any exception!
This is the process of Partial Regeneration,
as it expresses itself in the intervention of the
leadership of the Soviet Union in the world communist movement, and all the anti-imperialist
movements, in which a sector of the leadarship
advances because it has to, but other elements
begin to do so consciously.
The world balance of forces has to weigh in
the discussions and the decisions which will be pro·
voked by the statement of Benn-made at Netts
miners' Gala-that his 'department' is investigating

In this country, 'serious' bourgeois economists are now talking about a 'slump', in the
near future and there is a 'crisis of investments'
•·. vvi\hlnajorenterprises._.-like,British. Leyl<lfld-vyhicl:i
Gnable' fa-expand-:·· The'-sociaf crisis ·of ca-pF ·talism, of imperialism,. expresses itself- in the
fact for example, that· all the political parties
with a petit bourgeois base are breaking up. The
Radical Party in France, with the right represented by Servan Schreiber who was prepared to
be in the Gisgard government until recently;
and the left of the Radicals in the Popular Union.
The recent explosion at the Nycro CaproEven then, capitalism finds no stability, Schreiber lactum plant at Flixborough is not the result of
has now been thrown out of the government negligence or human error, but is a clear example
because he opposes the nuclear tests of French
of the criminal nature of capitalism. Disasters
imperialism in the Pacific. The exposure of cor- like these are not accidents but the logical conruption in the police, in the gov~rnment depart· sequence of the organisation of production under
ments, in all the capitalist world, is now a capitalism at this stage, of its need to concentrate
norm: The world image of imperialism is of capital, to rely every day more 011 the Chemical
'Watergate' at the centre surrounded by thousands and Petrochemical industries in order to dei,elop
of mini-Watergates.
its large scale production and be more competitiJ1e.
But the benefits of this competition are not
Now, all the world makes a comparison passed on to the masses in the form of cheaper
between the corruption and decomposition of commodities, but are simply to accumulate capital,
capitalism and the economic, political, and social most of which isn't e1•en reim>ested; Capitalism
advance of the Workers States; and it is the does not utilise all the enormous technological
Workers States which provide a pattern for the and scientific ad1,ances of the last period. If it
future of humanity. Imperialism prepares to launch <:annot harness them for the purpose of making or
the war against the Workers States and the increasing profits, then it has no interest and acts
world revolution, but, as a system, it has not the as a brake on progress. The worst aspect of this
strength, the social support, or the leadership to form of production is the complete disregard for
do so openly.
human life, for the workers invol11ed in production
and the people who are obliged to live in
On the other hand, the recent statement by
the proximity of plants like the one at F/ixGretchko, in which he pointed out that Yankee
imperialism had not changed its "anti-communist" borough. The huge Chemical, Petrochemical and
nature, that it prepared the world war, shows that engineering industries increase constantly the num·
berofworkers killed or maimed.
the Soviet Union prepares for the "final encounter" with confidence. The 'detente' now
The explosion demonstrated rhe grossly in·
represents little more than a diplomatic manadequate safety precautions in these industries and
oeuvre on the part of Yankee imperialism, to give
the fact that there are no forms of control or proitself a little more life, and it is an expression of
tection against these firms. 17ie Factory Inspectorits profound weakness. The Chinese leadership
invited Heath for a 'visit' and the Chinese masses
demonstrated against Heath, and denounced the
visit. In the Yunnan province, for example, the
demand was raised for the removal of the vice·
president because he organised a banquet for
Heath. A sector of the Chinese leadership may
want to make an alliance with Heath, but the
Chinese masses interyene against Heath, against
Brit1sn imoerialism, as the miners and the rest of
the British working class have done: The banners
in Shankai which called for the unity of all the
world proletariat expresses this. The intervent!on
of the Chinese voters finds its echo in an article in
'Pravda' on the 5th anniversary of the 1960
World Co11gress in Moscow-which talks of pro·

- are'

the running of the big monopolies, the massive
subsidies they have received from. the state and
comparing them with nationalised industries. It is
~n attempt by a sector of the Labour government
to plan the economy on the basis of more nationalisations. The Workers States demonstrate that
nationalisations and planning are the only way
to develop the economy. The problem is that the
Labour Party does not have the structure which
allows the intervention of the force that can
carry out such a programme-the masses. None of
the proposals made in the last period on "workers
participation" on investments in industry, on
nationalisations, allows for this. The proposals
by the TUC for a fully integrated transport
service with the nationalised docks and the nation·
alisation of all but the smallest transport fleets has
the same limitation.
The workers vanguard, the .nurses, the local
government officers; all the population mobilises.

The left in the trade unions and the Labour Party
must base themselves on this force; organising
a series of local Conferences of the Labour move·
ment which allows the intervention of the workers
in the factories and the masses in the workers
areas together with the trade union branches.
Capitalist industry has absorbed massill1!
subsidies, without developing the economy in any
way. Even on the present basis the nationalise(!
industry contributes far. more to the economy. A
whole process of discussion; of meetings in the
necessary on
centres of the proletariat, is
how to develop the economy, how to impel the
trade unions to intervene-as the Italian trade
unions are doing-in the planning of the economy.
This process of democratia functioning,
which allows the intervention of the workin.g
class and all the masses, will make is possible to
organise a National Conference of the Labour
movement. The left of the Labour Party and the
trade unions, must intervene in this on the basis
of a programme of nationalisations under workers'
control, and on the experience and on the force
of the process of Partial Regeneration ln the
Workers States.

"-·-THE FLIXBOROUGH EXPLOSION
IS THE RESULT OF THE CRIMINAL NATURE
OF CAPITALISM

ORDER NOW:

ate, even if they report dangers and risks for the
workers and nearby communities, ha11e no real
authorisation or powers to take measures to
pre1•ent such accidents. It is, howei1er, insufficient for the Labour government to simply
propose more stringent measures and the introduction of the Health and Safety at Work Bill,
because what is on trial is not one or another firm,
but the system as a whole. What happened at
Flixborough was only a concentrated example of
everyday life under capitalism This can be seen
in all sectors of industry, from mining, to transport, to North Sea Oil exploitation, to the drug
industry, all forms of production under capitalism are carried out with the criterion of profit
and not in the interests of society; and in this
stage not only does the development of capitalism not coincide with the needs and development
of society, but it is all the time in conflict with,
and a brake on progress.
This explosion emphasises the need for the
labour Party and trade unions to in ten>cne with
a full scale plan of nationalisations under workers'
control, with a plan of production in the interests
of society as a whole, for all progress of science,
technology; automation to benefit the workers by
shorter working hours, cheaper goods, to improl'e
the working conditions but also to impro1'e the
quality of life for the whole of the population. It
is relevant to take the example of the Italian

trade unions who call for a plan of production
and investments in what is socially necessary for
society, control over the siting of industries and
the right to control the country's economic
policy. This is an important example for the
Labour party which is in a position to impose a
full plan of nationalisations together with the
trade unions, functioning under workers' control.
Out of 130 tra(je unions, only three of these
have safety officers in the factorie~ and even
then this form of protection is absurdly inadequate. The enquiry being carried out by. the
TGWU must put forward a series of proposals
for the Labour government and 'must insist on
safety committees in all factories made up of
workers, not full time officials, and with full
power to hold up production at any moment if
the safety measures do not satisfy them. But
at the same time it is important to emphasise
that within the limits of capitalism it is impossible to have any acceptable safety norms, and
that the running of production under capitalism
means that the workers are often ignorant of the
dangers involved in the work they are doing. For
this reason the trade unions must put forward a
series of immediate demands, workers' control and
factory committees, safety committee~ and organs
of workers' control, but at the same time the
struggle for these demands has to be acc<Jm{W!ind
turn to page 4
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The world process of the socialist revolution,
the armY, the masses
and the collapse of fascism in Portugal
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elops a foreign policy which opens world which mobilises the masses,
the door to economic development. chains the hands of capitalism and
This is part of the boomerang of does not allow it to decide.
profit, that they are hot money Chile. It is the structure of the
investments as they are called. This
ITIS NECESSARY THAT THE WORKING CLASS ORGANISES
is one of the conditions of the
ITS OWN ORGANS OF STRUGGLE
so-called multi-nationals, the same
as the old imperialism. At the same Another aspect of the boomerang, is factory committees, and these
time, they look to stimulate a sec- which affects Brazil with enormous should be linked to the peasants:
tor, to aid, to elevate it, to dominate force, is the death of Pompidou-he democratic liberties, and trade union
the country politically, to weigh on died at a bad moment for them- organisation for the peasants; disthe army, but it failed. It is neces- and the possibility that the Popular tribution of the land; reduction of
sary to draw this conclusion, and it Union might win. And even if it rents, for medium and small tenants;
is also part of the boomerang of does not win, it opens up a pro- alliance (with separate organisms)
Chile. The boomerang was supported cess of a very great elevation in of the agricultural workers with the
on the logical, necessary process in the class struggle, which tomorrow small owners and small tenants. It
the world, in the fact that imperial- will win, because it undertakes a is necessary to appeal for the United
ism has not succeeded in holding necessary task in history: The worFront for social and economic deLatin America under its control. The ker United Front, the United Front
mands, at the same time for the
assassin junta which took power in of Socialists, Communists, left Radinationalisation of the principle secChile, has assassinated 30,000 people, cals, and the Trade Unions, are the
tors of the economy to develop
and the Chilean economy is in pieces, basis of the organisation, of the the country showing the example
in pieces! . . . The basis of this functioning in the Union of all the of Argentina, of Peru, of Ecuador,
process, is that the productive appar- fo{ces of the workers movement, of Mexico, of Venezuela, and ve1y
tus is paralysed, because the popu- of the petit bourgeoisie and of the soon of Colombia. This is the general
lation does not want to work, does peasants, which means, henceforth process in development. The necesnot work, does not consume, and an enormous progress for the future sity of an agreement on this prodoes not die of hunger, but neither struggles of the proletariat. All this gramme should be discussed. There
does capitalism find the stimulus to weighs on Brazil. Brazil should be should be an agitational activity
invest. This disintegrates all the pro- the Greece, the Spain, or the Port- around this programme. It is not
ductive apparatus. It is the same in ugal of Latin America. Instead it is excluded that the CP may accept
Brazil. The present crisis in Chile, is hardly a Turkey. And in Turkey, this, but if we take the example of
due to the refusal of the masses to Ecevit now annuls sentences for poli- the attitude of the CP of Argentina,
produce, despite the fact that the tical prisoners and proposes nation- i.e. considering that they do not
junta exerts a pressure on them, and alisations.
have a position, it is possible that
seeks to repress them. All the apparAmong the aspects which it is they would support a bourgeois secatus of production is disorganised. is necessary to observe in Brazil,. tor which promises democratic liberThe bourgeoisie have lost confidence, is the form which the organs of ties.
consumption has fallen. The market struggle of the working class assume.
Changes are being. prepared in
is disorganised.
The fact that the workers organise Brazil. There is an internal agreeBefore it was determined by the factory committees which are quite ment between various tendencies who
government which stimulated pur- decided, that in one week there are preparing changes, otherwise,
chasing power. Capitalism does not were demonstrations of 2,000 tex· Geisal would have accepted the antihave the strength to be able to tile workers, in a period of complete communist pact. As he has to place
stimulate the market, and return to repression, occurs because there is himself more and more on the plane
a complete functioning of the capi- a toleration on the side of the of the internal market, changes must
talist system. They must re-organise government. And because there is be made. The changes will not be
the market from the beginning. The a level and a structure which they determined by him. This means that
Yanks '.Vith tl\eir inv~stments protect, cannot impede. It is necessary to he does not have the strength to
but they cailnot invent the economy, see this very ckarly because, it will impose a policy of repression that
and they. do not have the money, be a very important symptom that is more severe than previously, beYankee wealth is not as it was before. will have a very great influence cause the economy of the country
It is the capitalist structure which within the government whether to is suffocating and dying. And he
is collapsing because it is dismantled. make concessions or tu repress.
has seen what has happened in Chile.
The capitalist structure has disinteThe tendency to form factory The economy is suffocating. Hence,
grated. They can make the economy committees is a very elevated form he has to seek ways to concede.
recover as in Brazil, they have pro- of the process. The vanguard, which Hence, Goulart has returned, beductions · of phosphates, metals, observes the course of the struggle cause he is a means to contain the
(which function butless than before), in the world seeks to do the same process. At the same time, all the
but· they have also to face the sabo- thing. In Argentina, an immense rest that we know, shows that it is
tage of the proletariat and the lack number of factory committees have a government much the same as
of confidence of the bourgeoisie been organised, who throw out the before, a little better, but as before.
which does not invest and which bureaucrats, and replace them with It means that the apparatus is condoes not have any interest in doing new leaders. Peron has to respect taining the process and it is . the
so. This is part of the process of them, and in Mexico, the same thing military apparatus particularly which
decomposition of the capitalist sys- is happening. Consequently, it is has to answer the problems, and
tem. The bourgeoisie sees that this necessary to observe this process there is an internal struggle. The
will not last much longer, it does not very clearly, because it will be one TU struggle, the workers and peashave any confidence. The struggle of of the bases for the progress of ants' alliance with the petit bourthe top of the assassins, is the the struggle in Brazil. There is no geoisie has to be elevated, to proproduct of this insecurity. If they tradition of organisms of the work- vide an impulse for these struggles
were· secure, there would not be a ing class. The CP has shown itself and to derive advantage for this
struggle, the most powerful would very weak. The new organisms are situ ati on, including in the proconquer. If there is a dispute with an incipient force, and are very gramme, the democratic bourgeois
the most powerful, it is because they mixed with bourgeois and petit bourdemands. But the programme has to
are not secure of winning tomorrow. geois influences. The government will
go beyond bourgeois democracy, unIt is a symptom of decomposition. seek to prevent the workers move;
iting it to a series of measures to
It is necessary to take this process ment striking to contain it, but
nationalise and develop the econin Brazil very concretly. Next to the world process is going against
omy, to develop agrarian production
Brazil, there is Colombia, Venezuela, them. The boomerang of Chile is
to hand over the land to the peas·
Peru, and Ecuador, who are pro. world wide and it goes against Chile,
ants and to develop investments in
gressing and advancing constantly. against Peron, and against Brazil.
the countryside.
Yankee imperialism had the means There is a process of elevation of
and the base to exercise the function the struggle of the masses and a
which it wanted, that is, to organise destruction of all the capitalist appara team which, under the pretext of atuses. Europe is an example of it:
a!). ti-communism would negate demo- France, Italy, Germany, Belgium,
in the Labour Party that traditioncratic liberties, imposing a dictator- are all in question. The five axis of ally look towards capitalism are now
ship a$. a base for the preparation of the capitalist system in Europe, are incapable of limiting discussion and
the war. The result is that Brazil under pressure whether the govern- action within the apparatus. Capirefused to enger tl1e anti-communist ment is linked to the masses or talism has nothing to offer but war
pact. Why? Because the Brazilian under the perspective of a govern- and destruction, it can show no
government has to base itself on ment of the left. There is a whole successes, it can only produce crimthe petit bourgeoisie, it must per- process of crisis, with Kissinger about inal explosions of petrochemical
mit certain liberties, establish certain to be liquidated, and Nixon accused plants, pollution and a broken down
relations with the petit bourgeoisie. of being just a thief.
transport system; on· the other hand
On its borders, there is Argentina,
Organisational conclusions must the Workers States have no problems
where the government at the same be taken for the activity in Brazil, but of employment or inflation. The
time as it does repress democratic also conclusions in relation to organ- Labour Party must utilise this exliberties (it is not a complete and isms. We have to be based on those ample in the campaign for its probloody repression as before) dev- organisms that already exist, that. gramme in order to offer a concrete

BRAZIL

editorial

REGISTERED WITH THE

from page .3

Paris Commune
tariat showed it clearly in the def-

e~ce of !he So~iet ~nion. Copi~g

with Stalm, coping with the Nazis
7 kilometres from Moscow, the Soviet masses defended Moscow and
Stalingrad, and they smashed Nazism.
If they worked in competition with
Stalin, to take revenge, Nazism would
have triumphed. The proletariat then,
showed that it was the constructor
of history and of socialism. Otherwise it would have shown that it
was a weak and insecure class, which
doubted and vacillated. But in defending Moscow and Stalingrad, the
proletariat showed that it fulfilled
and continues to fulfill, as in the
Paris Commune the conclusion of
Marx: "The proletariat will be revolutionary or it will be nothing".
This was not an arbitrary statement of Marx, it was a necessary
conclusion of history, through the
role of the proletariat in the economy and in society. The proletariat
shows this security and shows it
also now, in the fact that the proletariat does nothing, absolutely nothing against the workers state.
In the isolation of the Soviet
Workers State, in 1936, when world
capitalism was in a condition to launch the war against the Workers
State, it did not do it, because of
its own contradictions, and the fear
of the proletarian reaction fundamentally impeded it. Of the two
factors, the most important was the
fear of the proletariat's reaction,
that the proletariat was going to
oppose. Thus, capitalism never succeeded in making a crusade against
the Soviet Union. It tried to launch
one but the world proletariat was
against and prevented it;
...
l;be Paris Commune, "returns through every road," and everywhere,
but it has grown, it has learnt lessons, it has assimilated experience,
it has become extended and it has
been applied. Today we live the
experiences of the Paris Commune
and we have 14 Workers States.
Without the heroic action of the
Communards, as without the heroic
action of the revoIUtionaries of 1848,
these Workers States today would
not exist. It is the experience which
humanity has gathered and which
Is expressed in the texts of Marx,
of Engels, of Lenin and of Trotsky.
But also the world experience of
the proletarian vanguard, even without texts which gathers together
and centralises this experience develops it and communicates it, to the
working class and the class communicates it to the population and
gives security. The petit bourgeoisie
and the peasantry have confidence
in the proletariat: when the proletariat learns from an action it does
not abandon it. As a class the proletariat needs a representative, the
Party. And the Party must show
that it is secure, secure in the decision to fulfill its historic objective.
At the same time as we speak
of the heroism of the Paris Commune, we recall two fundamental
principles: once an action is begun
it shouldn't be abandoned; it is
necessary to have a programme and
a revolutionary objective and a party
to lead the action. It is the party
which does this. The most important
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task today in part continues from
the experience of the Paris Commune; it is necessary to construct
th<t party. In France and Italy the
party exists, the Communist Party
with the support of the proletarian
masses. In these countries the best
of the proletariat is in the Communist Party, it is not a party prepared to take power but it is a party,
it is the party which exists, a party
which wants to go to the government but is not ready to go to
power. Hence it vacillates and doubts.
Hence it does not use the triumph
of the referendum in Italy, nor
the conclusions of the feeling of
victory of the masses after almost
fifty percent of the votes in the
Popular Union in France.
The proletariat, the petit bourgeoisie see and feel the vacillation
of the Communist Party. In France,
the proletariat resolved on the day
following the election, "how can
the day go by and we haven't done
anything?" On the next day, in the
meeting which our party held in
Renault, there were 500 workers. All
the communist militants with our
presence, were saying to the Communist Party ··we want mobilisation,
we want the Communist Party to
organise this triumph". Their presence in our meeting was this, through
us, they directed themselves at the
Communist Party.
It is necessary to prepare and
to discuss among the militants of
the Communist Party on the necessity to develop the party to go to
power, to prepare to advance to
power, to take power. This task
must be carried out immediately.
11tese are the fundamental conclusions, these are the principal problems which unite the commemoration of the Commune of Paris
with, the present day.J.ong live the
commemoration of the Paris Com- .
mune which is a ba5e of progress
and of the construction of humanity! Long live the Bolsheviks who
continued and who with Stalingrad
demonstrated the force and the historic pride of the proletariat which
has never abandoned positions once ·
acquired! Long live the present struggle for power, for the lV International and the Commemoration of
Trotsky which forms part of the
heroism of the Bolsheviks and the
Paris Commune! Long live the IV
International!

The anti-imperialist struggle of the masses,
the inter. bourgeois competition and tl1e new government
•
1n
Brazil

miners

from page 1
of all the European workers move·
ments including the Workers States.
This is what the miners are expressing. It is a discussion which the
miners are conducting on an entirely
different level to the discussion carried on by the pre~ent leadership
of the Labour Party on whether
Britain should stay in the Common
Market, or get out of it. To end
the divisions in Europe demands
the unity of the workers movement both through the trade unions
and the workers' parties. The conditions exist for the organisation of
a Conference of all the European
Workers Parties and Trade Union~.
including those of the Soviet Union.
In a limited way, the last meeting
of the 'European TUC' which included the CGI L-the Italian Communist Trade Union Centre-shows
this.
All the discussions and resolutions
of the NUM Scottish Area Conference-on nationalisation, on Workers
Control, on the planning of the
industry and on Europe,-expresses
not just the miners' struggle, but
that of all the working class, which
poses now, the necessity for a new
structure and a revolutionary leadership in the Labour Party.
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LABOUR MUST DEVELOP A UNITED FRONT
WITH ALL SECTORS
OF THE POPULATION IN STRUGGLE
The proposals by the Committee of the twenty major capitalist countries
to alleviate. the crisis of the Italian and Danish bourgeoisie are a further
element in the inflationary spiral. The introduction of the gold standard
is not going to provide the Europea(I bourgeoisie with the means to
solve its total crisis. It is simply a measure that allows the state to
enter the ranks of the financial speculators without creating any new
basis for an extension of production. It is a measure designed to provide the European bourgeoisie with some breathing space while it prepares
a solution ou.tside the economic sphere, a military solution. It is an element
of delay in. the war against the masses due to its vacillation after the
victory of the masses in Italy in the Referendum on divorce, after the
assertion of the left in France and the collapse of fascism in Portugal.
The Italian and Danish bourgeoisies are on the verge of collapse under
the sustained mobilisations and strikes of the working class, while the
Common Market is incapable of providing capitalist Europe with even
an economic and social progress. The EEC is incapable of offering a perspective of dignified life to millions of workers, studMts and peasants
as It is not interested and doesn't have the capacit}/ to develop the economy
in the underdeveloped areas like Northern Ireland, Brittany or the south
_o_f Italy. Oil 'the contrary, the massive concentration of capftal .is creating
more unemployment, and is causing the disappearance of sectors of
smal/ enterprise in industrial production, commerce find agriculture.

the social contract, giving guarantees
that the masses will not profit fully
from the election of the Labour
government. The bourgeoisie is not
taken in by manoeuvres, it does
not behave on the basis of opinions
or principles, but rather on the
basis of class interest. The bourgeoisie is already preparing to sabotage this government because it sees
that it cannot use it to stop the
struggle of miners, nurses, local gov· ernment workers and teachers. On
the contrary it sees the unification
between miners, dockers and nurses,
which is an extension. of the same
unity of the masses that defeated
the Tory government. This disintegrates the electoral perspectivf!s of
the bqwgeoisi~ ... aiJd.J]arn.l~se~" tlye
Tory party into lukewarm opposition, while the CBI organises the
extra-parliamentary
opposition
ionary and violent s()lution, such against any proposal of implemenas in Ireland. In such a situation, tation of Labour's programme.
only the working class, its parties
and the Trade Unions can give a
The labour movement must not
solution to this crisis, a solution in decide its policies on the basis of
the interest of the masses. For this an alliance with the bourgeoisie.
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Incapable of taking any real il)iti<1tive to develop the economy,
capitalism takes refuge in speculative
activities in the economic camp and
in delaying tactics on the political
front, while trying to prepare its
. forces to launch the war against the
.JVorkers States. In this way Kissinger's
~peace negotiations in the Middle
East have the objective to gain time
in order to prepare the atomic war,
. to prepare an offensive in order to
contain the development of the revolution in the Middle East and to
prepare the mass murder of the
Arab populations. Thus the objective
of Kissinger's negotii:1tions and of
Nixon's trip is to prepare the conditions for a reanimation of Yankee reason the working class, the labour
Party and the Trade Unions can
imperialism,
and must act as a revolutionary
The working class is the only centre in the campaign for the exclass capable of giving a solution to tension and implementation of Labthe social crisis that lies behind our's programme. To defeat the rethese manoeuvres. In a situation actionary manoeuvres that lie be· in which bourgeois democracy is hind the murder of Kevin Gately
no longer sufficient for capitalism at the anti-National Front demon·
to maintain itself in power, and stration in Red Lion Square and the
when, therefore, the ruling class tries explosion at the Houses of Parliato prepare reactionary coups d'etats ment.
in different ways, in a situation
when the world. structural crisis of
It is therefore fundamental not
capitalism cannot provide the masses to separate the campaign for an
with any acceptable solutions, and extension of the programme of natwhen capitalism must try to impose ionalisations from all anti-capitalist
a wqrsening of the standard of living struggles and not to concede any
of the population, which it is not pause in the mobilisations of the
capable of doing by peaceful, parlia- working class. It is an illusion to
mentary means; it prepares a react- hope to quieten the bourgeoisie with
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The Scottish miners
Conference
-

All the f~rce and dete;;;;'i~ati~n with
which the miners interveri~d in the
struggle which resulted in the overthrow of the To;ies and a Labour
government in office, expressed itself at the Scottish Area Conference
of the NUM. The resolution passed
by the Conference, demanding an
immediate wage increase of £20 a
week, is more than just a rejection
of the 'Social Pact', of a voluntary
incomes policy, it is an intervention
of the miners-through the structure
of the Trade Union-to weigh on
the Labour government.· Mick McGahey reflected this in his 'Presidential address', when he said that
the Labour government has to be
audacious and that the intervention
of the miners, previously, had not
been to put a Labour government
Much more important than a cir- into office to carry out Tories' policumstantial alliance of this type is cies.
the development of a united front
with all the sectors of the population
· Clearly the discussion and the
in struggle. The campaign for the preoccupations of the miners were
extension of Labour's programme not centred on simply higher wages
that Benn is developing in the Lab· or improved working conditionsour Party, must be developed as a although both these demands were
means to develop firm links between discussed-but on how to organise
the labour movement and all sectors an industry which is al ready nationnow struggling for better wages, in al ised for the benefit of the workers
order to prepare the conditions for in the industry, and for the popa revolutionary transformation of ulation.
society. Nurses, teachers, and local
A great deal of the discussion
government workers are sectors that, and the interventions-both from the
in part, have supported the Tory delegates and the leadership-expresParty in the past and that now sed the preoccupation of the miners
are moving away from it becausfii to impose workers control. As one
they see the failure of capitalism delegate said, '"There must be wor·
in organising society.
kers Control combined with the deThe way to consolidate the a/Ii- mand for the nationalisation of the
companies which supply machinery
to, the miners and of all the coal
distribution companies," which are
still making a profit from the cheap
coal supplied by the nationallsect
mining industry. This shows that
the miners seek to intervene to
23. 5. 74
centralise and to plan the industry
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ance between the Labour movement
and these sectors is not through concessions to the bourgeoisie or 'Social
Compacts~ This unity can only be
constructed on the basis of the
struggle against the rising cost of
living, for a living wage without
having to work overtime, for pensions that allow a living instead of
just survival, for the utilisation of

all national resources for the collective good, for nationalisation under
workers' control. These sectors of
the population must see that the
labour movement doesn't only offer
a just programme, but that it struggles concretely, now, immediately,
to implement it, that it is capable
of giving a line and applying it,
that it can transform society. The
initiative now lies with the left,
because this programme and this
policy can only be applied with
the active intervention of the masses,
not on the basis of parliamentary
deals. For this reason all the sectors

-i~ ~ rational way. 'rtiLs.~'th~, -~ill·~··
and the preparation of the workers'
vanguard to intervene in all the
problems posed by capitalism in its
present-and final-stage of decomposition, to struggle for power, finds
its expression through the existing
structure and leadership of the Trade
Unions.
When Tony Benri spoke at the
Manfield miners' Gala on the Labour
Party 'green paper' on the programme
of nationalisations, it was, in part,
to seek a base of support in the
miners and through the miners, in
other sectors of the working class.
In a sense, Benn and the wor~ers'
vanguard face the same problem
in different forms. On the one hand
Benn tried to implement a programme
to develop the economy, to plan
it without having the means-a nationalised economy-to do it, and on
the other hand, the workers' vanguard seeks to intervene with a
class solution to all these problems
without having at this moment the
necessary democratic structure and
leadership in the Trade Unions or
in the Labour Party. However the
discussion raised at the Scottish Area
Conference particularly the one for
the end of NA TO and the end of
all divisions in Europe in the workers' movement, is a sharp contrast
to Callaghan's defence of the 'Common Market'. These show that the
will of the miners, as the expression
of the will of the vanguard that
has not yet intervened with its fwll
industrial strength, is finding the
political and programmatic meat.ls
to weigh in the Labour Party and
make sectors advance, sectors which
like Benn, seek to support themselves on the working class.
The· workers' vanguard poses an'.
other solution to the 'problem' of the
Common Market which is the unity
turn to page 4

,

The anti•imperialist struggle of the masses. the inter-bourgeois competition
J. POSADAS
and the new government in Brazil

The new president of Brazil, Geisel,
does not represent a transformation
of the preceding government, but
neither is he a continuation of it.
The changes in Brasil are not determined by the fact that the new
government ha.s a better line, that
. if is. more democraUc. It is necessa.ry to define what interests this
.· government represents, what these
. slight changes are gueto. The changes
ili,:~t-exist, arise be.cause there is an
· advance in the struggles, because
the petit bourgeoisie has not improved jts st11ndard of living. If
the standard of living had improved,
and the Brazilian miracle had been a
real one, repression would continue
because it would have political and
social authority. If capitalism in Braiil must seek to make changes,-to
develop the economy and to seek
points of support-it is because it is
going towards a catastrophe. Capitalism has not strengthened the economy, not only because it has not
developed agriculture, but because it
has not developed the harmony of
the internal market. There is insuf-Ocient consumption.

<
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tal which comes into Brazil is not
invested in local consumption. It is
hot capital for exports, takes the
profits for itself and invests in other
countries. Then the country doesn't
develop-only the capitalists develop,
who have made investments in the
co1.mtry.
An undeniable, irrefutable way
of measuring the market, is to see
how much meat, rr.ilk, eggs, shoes,
clothes, how many machines, are
utilised. A statistical study of the
various needs ,. of consumption of
various strata of the population,
should be made.

we put into this? How much should
we profit? How many investments
should be made?" This is not the
result of open discussions in Parliament or among the bourgeoisie. They
are calculations made by fina!lcial
circles. But there is the pressure of
the bourgeoisie to enlarge the internal market, which it sees is collapsing, whilst it sees the struggle
of the masses advancing and the
unification of workers, peasants, petit bourgeoisie. Hence they find this
way out. On this road the concessions of Geisel can go quite a long
way; not going very far from the
point of view of democratic liberties but yes, in concessions to the
petit bourgeoisie, giving them support, because the bourgeoisie needs
the extension of the internal marke-t.

Even Geisel,-and also Peron-to
develop the economy, has to develop
the internal market. To increase the
internal market, it is not possible
to expect 'miracles' to come from
The bourgeoisie has an interest in
the capitalist system. It is necessary the internal market,-and sees that
to nationalise, to plan, otherwise this market is diminishing and that
there is no increase in internal con· it does not accumulate capital. Now,
sumption. There is a formal increase, it seeks to exert a pressure to mainOne way to measure the internal a routine increase, but not the in- t!lin the market, and the social calm,
market, it to note the level of con- crease which allows the extension of to provide work, and full employsumption of the population in rel- this consumption. However this is ment, to elevate the level of internal
ation to essential needs, those that the most important thing to achieve. consumption. This is the discussion
are less essential and luxury pro- One of the reasons which has caused which has taken place with Delfin
ducts. There has been an enormous changes in the government, is the Neto. Otherwise, they would not
increase in the production of lux- reaction of the petit bourgeoisie, of have thrown him out, because he was
ury goods, but the consumption of the peasants, of the workers move• known as th7 Erhardt of Br~il.
articles of prime necessity, has de- ment, which they do not take into At the same tune, ~ey are _seekmg
dined. Thus,-· conditions have im- account.- Before, it was the same; the _w_ay. to co~tam the mterna.l
proved a little in Sao Paulo, a lfttle · there were the 'quebra-quebra' move- mobilisations. It is true that they rein Recife, in San Salvador Do Ba.hia ments in Santa Caterina, in Parana, press, but _much le~s than b.e~ore.
and a little in Rio de Janeiro and' the occupations of the land of the They h_ave JUS! appom ted a mmister
Porto Alegre. But in. the rest of the 'Posseiros;, in Rio Grande do Sul, ofdforei~n :ffa~s, th~form~r amb~s
country, this increase in consumption and in Porto Alegre. There have been sa or 0
raz to r~entu~a, w. 0
has not taken place, not only because continuous movements and the uslllal had a very good relat10nship with
foodstuffs are in short supply, but in Brazil, were the famous 'quebra- Peron, an.ct a Brazili~/Arg~n~ini~
because they export them and they quebra' and the 'Posseiros'. Two Front agamst Yankee unpenal1sm is
do not produce any more than that. years ago, in Santa Caterina, and in not excluded.
In 6 years, . there has not been a Parana, there were conflicts with
It is necessary to show the ex·
transformation because the standard the army. Twice the army has fought ample of Cuba, and in part of Peru,
of living has not increased in Brazil. with the squatters. These are nor- and the progress which the Workers
If. capitalism had· increased the in- mal movements. All this movement States are making, as with the presternal standard of living, there would shows that in Brazil, the economic ent effort of Honduras. Nicaragua
have been a base to intervene and progress of which the bourgeoisie and Guatemala are beseiging Honto produce internally. Instead, the speaks of, does not exist. Before duras, because it is nationalising
populatio,o. of Brazil increased, reach· this could be tested economically and some enterprises and increasing trade
ed alrriost a hupdred million, but financialty, the squatters, the pea- with the Workers States, because it
consumption did not increase. Pro- sants, the 'quebra-quebra' and the recognises the Workers States, and
duction which had a relative increase workers already showed that dis- they h:we brought workers into the
went in exports.
content was increasing. And these leadership of the nationalised enterstrata of the population are very prises, have distributed the land t.o
Brazil shows that there is not a close to the petit bourgeoisie. The the peasants, and organised cooperstructured progress of the capitalist government is losing authority. The atives. Nicaragua and Guatemala thrsystem, but an· artificial expansion national bourgeoisie feels its loss of eaten Honduras so as to end this
of certain sectors, which inevitably, authority, and sees that its market is policy, since if this policy lasts for
smothers the economy, because to diminishing. This wealth has accum- another year, there would be a revdevelop, the country needs internal ulated in some of the so-called multi- olution in Nicaragua, and this time,
consumption. The country develops nationals, and the participation of Somoza would not escape, they
production and everything is des- the national bourgeoisie has propor- would bury him and all the others.
tined for export. Moreover, the capi- tionately diminished.
Brazil cannot be considered as a
country in itself. It is an error to
speak only of Brazil, it is necessary
IT IS NECESSARY TO DEVELOP AN INTERNAL
to write about Brazil, comparing it
with other countries. Brazil became
BRAZIL
MARKET
IN
the champion of the anti-communist,
anti-Cuban front, Brazil was always
The bourgeoisie in Brazil see that recognised Cuba before Peron was opposed to Cuba, but now, itmakes
Argentina is making a policy to fav- in the government: Campara did no scene when the Latin American
our its own internal market. It has this as soon as he entered the presi- countries recognise Cuba. Brazil must
a rival in front of it, and tends to dency in May '63, establishing also be taken within the context of the
rectify its policy, seeking to install economic relations with N. Vietnam world process, which is reflected in
a government which can gain access and N. Korea. The Brazilian bour- the Latin Ameri~an context, which
to the internal market, hence they geoisie was interested in the develop- is one of retreat from imperialism
liquidated Delfin Neto*. They are ment of its own internal market, in and advance in the struggle of the
seeking a po!lc~ 'which allows a com- the financing of the internal market, masses.
petition with the Argentinian bour- it sees that this is a road. The Yankee
It includes the struggles in Hongeoisie,· because they hope to cap- corporations also see it, as they
ture the South American market, have an interest in the internal Braz- duras, Mexico, Nicaragua, in Ecuador,
and it can' do this.· Argentina has ilian market. And this is what has in Peru, in Colombia and in Venegiven a loan to Cuba of $1,200 mil- made the government change, not zuela has just declared its coming
recognition of Cuba, and together
lion and has given to the Cubans the democratic attitude of Geisel.
. a consignment of· goods, to the
They made these changes, pen in with Argentina, it will demand the
value of $200,000,000. Argentina hands: "How much money should elimination of the economic blocade

of Cuba, and the recognition of Cuba.
It is necessary to see Brazil in this

situation. The Brazilian bourgeoisie
has not been able to strengthen itself
socially. It has strengthened itself
militarily and socially but only partially. There is a new advance in the
petit bourgeoisie above all, which
mobilises the proletariat. When the
government allows the return of
Goulart, the president deposed by
the coup d'etat in 1964, it is not
only because they seek his support.
The return of Goulart means a certain support, a search for agree-

men ts but it has also the object of
seeking how to emerge from the
next blind alley in which the government will find itself. It is necessary
to wait for a period, to see what
the road will be, but these are the
existing conditions. The changes in
Brazil are not simply a reaction to
conceal, to cover up, but an attempt
to develop the internal market, because otherwis~. the Argentinian bourgeoisie would smash the Brazilian.
This is not a superficial policy. but
one which is very profound.

THE NEED FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF BRAZIL
"INCREASES THE CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN THE
BOURGEOISIE
This government. of Geisel cannot his IO years of being proscribed
reflect the changes which have to be were over. If they wanted, they
made and the competition which could have extended it for another
has to be made with Argentina and 5 years. Goulart was recalled before,
the rest of Latin America, because and it is possible that the ban will be
the old apparatus is still there. There removed from the others so that
is an agreement, then it is necessary they can return to Brazil. There is a
to expect great internitl struggles. process of some concessions in which
The return of Goulart to Brazil is not they give very little to the masses,
simply because he is a bourgeois who and there is a certain rectification
has property. They have allowed and re-structuring of the economic
him to return, because he can inter- apparatus, and an agreement with
vene in the internal struggle and they sec tors interested in the national
are seeking his support. A very great development of the economy, to be
·internal struggle is in preparation in able to compete with Argentina.
a short stage, hence Goulart returns They need these agreements to into Brazil. He did not return because crease the base of support for the

inevitable struggle which there wilt investments and houses in Brazil,
be with Argentina. This is the per- but before, they did not Jet him
spective.
return, now they do. Why? The
economic importance of Goulart is
The Brazilian communist party, not fundamental. There are others
is disorientated by this process, it who run his property and his investdoes not understand it and it is not ments. The government is seeking
prepared. It does not have the under- political and social support for the
standing of this type of process. It struggle which is coming ve1y shorthas a rigid conception: "bourgeois
ly. It is necessary to intervene in
imperialism", or a pact with the
this process, not supporting one or
"democratic landowners", or it conthe other sector, but understanding
siders that the lot of them are "gorthe direction of events to be able to
illas". When there is such a diametriweigh. It is necessary to explain
cal opposition between Peru--where
and to win authority among the inthe Peruvian CP called the soldiers
tellectual sectors, the petit boura gang of "gorillas" 6 months after
geoisie, the communist party, the
the coup-and Brazil-where the Bra- socialist party, and other tendencies,
zilian CP proposed a United Front appealing for a programme of demowith the "democratic landowners" - cratic demands, and of democratic
it shows that the communist party liberties, of wage increases, for the
does not have a conception of the sliding sea.le of wages.
way in which the class struggle is
The exports of Brazil amount to
waged. Then the errors of the CP,
cannot be taken as errors derived $6,200 million annually, which is
from an orientation or from a deter- not a great trade. Argentina with
mined policy, because they have no only 25 million inhabit an ts exports
notion of it. Even from the return $2,800 million dollars. Brazil with
of Goulart, the CP draws the wrong 100 million inhabitants exports
$6,200 million. Whilst 75% to 80%
conclusions.
of Argentina's exports consist of
The concrete fact is the following: agricultural products, frozen and canwhy do they allow Goulart to re- ned meat and semi-manufactured proturn, while they could keep him ducts. It has an internal industiy
outside? And what does Goulart re- which allows it to export industrial
present? Economically, he has im- products. Hence the Argentinian govportance, he is a landowner, he has ernment makes and develops relations

with Cuba. The Brazilian bourgeoisie
seeks to sharpen its competition,
and the contradiction between the
bourgeois sectors increase in Brazil.
Hence, it resorts to Goulart, as a
point of support for an internal struggle to develop the internal market,
so as not to have to depend on the
struggle between the parties, between the nationalist tendencies. This
is their objective, not respect for
the laws. They smashed every legality.
Why now do they allow Goulart in

1he government, what importance
has he? He has the importance of
being the political representative ofa
tendency of the oligarchy, of the
landowners, of the peasant producers,
linked to the free sectors, more
linked to the petit bourgeoisie, closer to the peasant and worker currents. It is a link which unites
Goulart to these sectors. Goulart
already discussed this before he re:
turned. Otherwise the return of Goulart is outside all norms. They would
have got rid of him. It is no problem for the government. They have
the so-called '5th Article', which
they can use for anything.

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF
INFLUENCES
BRAZIL
Brazil has debts amounting to
$14,000 million. And investments
are almost equal to sales. The total
debt of $14,000 million, shows that
it is a weak economy. Certain sectors expand, but it is weak. The
central question is that the Brazilian bourgeoisie sees the Argentinian
bourgeoisie, adopting a policywhich
allows development. This stimulates
tendencies to see that if they do not
do something, everyone is going to
suffer, proletariat, peasants, and petit
bourgeoisie. It is not a question of a
democratic opening. Thus as with
the economy of Brazil now, they
are forced to make concessions, and
the Yanks cannot invest any more
as before, nor can they dominate the
world market as before.

ARGENTINA

Thecommentsin the international
bourgeois press, reflect the concern
which exists in Brazil, in confron·
tation with Argentina, despite all
the problems which exist in Argentina. The concern is due among other
things, to the fact that Argentina has
increased its trade with Ecuador.
Before, it sold to this country $10
or 12 millions of exports annually.
Now, it has reached $14 million
annually. Before, it had a very small
trade with the Andean market, now
it has doubled its trade with the
countries of the Andean market.
Through Cuba it will increase all its
trade with these areas, with the
exception of Chile.
The Brazilian bourgeoisie sees this.
Argentina has opened up an im-

portant Latin American market,
which was the natural market of the
Brazilian bourgeoisie. It is !lot the
world market, because Argentina
does not compete with the Brazilian
bourgeoisie on tB.e world market.
The Brazilian bourgeoisie exports
coffee, soya beans, some industrial
products, but in general they are not
manufactured products, above all
from the big imperialist enterprises.
Instead, Argentina, exports semi-finished goods, and goods that are
finished in the country of export,
including Cuba. Now, they are exporting
cars,
typewriters, refrigerators, domestic equipment. Argentina, is now exporting to Cuba.
The Brazilian bourgeoisie sees this,
they see that the Argentinians have
opened up a market.
The next almost certain victory
of Lopez Michelsen in Colombia
will consolidate this, because he. will
make an alliance with Argentina and
also with Venezuela. The Brazilian
bourgeoisie sees that it is on the
periphery of all this, and for this
reason, it has stopped its function
of being anti-communist. All in al'l
instant. When everything indicates,
thanks to American investments, that
Brazil would eat all the communists,
they stop doing this and reject the
anti-communist pact which Chile was
proposing. These are the economic
and social motives. The investments
of Yankee imperialism in Brazil,
have been undertaken for a quick

THE PARIS COMMUNE AND. THE CURRENT PROCESS OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE
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J. POSADAS
The commemoration of the Paris
Commune which is important and
fundamental is a means at the same
time to insist on the Commune of
Today, the situation of the world
and of each country, to impel intervention in this process of crisis in
the capitalist system and to help to
develop the left inside the Communist Parties and outside the Communist Parties.
There is a profound cns1s in
capitalist society which is breaking
down, It is not a collapse which
happens suddenly but a process of
the destruction of the capitalist sys·
tern. All its links are weakening.
The crisis of capitalism in Europe
is part of the crisis of world capitalism. Capitalism should have produced fascism and war, they don't
have. the strength to produce fas·
cism, there are not the historic c.onditions to do this. They need to
launch the war and they are going
to do this, but they cannot choose
the moment in which they want
to do it. They are obliged to depend
on forces which they neither dominate nor control. They constantly
lose authority and the capacity to
weigh over the petit bourgeoisie.
Countries which a short time ago
were colonial and semi-colonial are
incorporated into the process as Revolutionary States and become independent. They weaken the world
structure of the capitalist system,
the form of relations, of structure,
of dependency of the backward countries with the capitalist system. The
former. equilibrium of the system
has been destroyed and it cannot
dominate as before the colonial and
semi-colonial countries. It cannot

dominate even quite small countries
like Peru. It cannot do it because
even when Yankee imperialism has
considerable strength, these states
as is the case with Peru, have an
indirect force which is superior. They
don't have it from themselves but
from the world: the Workers States,
the struggle of the masses 'Qf the
world, the Revolutionary States
which form a front, a block. Without a programme, without any organisms, they work as a block which
weakens and increases the weakness
of the capitalist system as a whole
and this weakens as a consequence
the structure and superstructure of
the capitalist system without wnich
there is no capitalist system. The
superstructure is the Church, Judi·
ciary, the intellectuals who express
the capitalist system, the base on
which capitalism rests to communicate with the rest of the population.
All this weakens the capitalist
sys tern. In weakening it, the revolution can advance and finds the
forms and the meaµs, the most
sensible means to progress. As for
example, Portugal where an apparently powerful fascist apparatus with
experience, tradition and practice
-a fascist structure-was overthrown
in a few hours. It wasn't conquered
by an organised movement, specifically, it was overthrown in a few
hours. The force that overthrew fas·
cism was a combination, the army
was in a sense the precipitant but
without the support of the population it couldn't have done this.
Without the crisis provoked by the
struggle of the lib.eration movements
of Angola, of Guinea Bissau and
Mozambique, the army would not

have had the decision to intervene,
it would not have had, it would not
·have created the captains ready to
do this; nor also Without the world
development of the revoiution; not
only of Guinea Bissau, Guinea Bissau is a result of the world develop•
ment of the revolution. There is a·
world structure which did not exist
in the period of the Paris Commune. and situations that were worse
than those in which the Paris Commune took place, as for example
Portugal now, today triumph. The
fighters of the Commune lost but
the Commune .returns "every road"
and besides everywhere throughout
the world. And the Paris Commune
today is no longer the Commune of
before, in which was incorporated
the heroism, all the revolutionary
passion, all the drive for human
progress of the Communards. For
the first time in history, in the
Paris Commune all this human passion was shown in the most concentrated form in the most direct
and superior way. On the basis of
the revolution of 1848 but now
directly the proletarian revolution,
the Commune showed that heroism
is part of the progress of humanity.

ced which allows them to intervene, but already the Paris Com·
mune demonstrated that humanity
can triumph over all the difficulties
and that the human being tends to
intervene as a participant h1 the
actions of society, of history. When
this does not happen today, it is
because human beings. are not.allowed to do so, when they can, they
intervene.
In the elections in France, in
the elections over divorce in Italy,
the children. have intervened discussing, militating and taking positions on the role of the Popular
Union and for the divorce law. In
Rome, in Naples, in Paris and Marseilles the children. in the workers
areas, and in the schools leave their
games to help spontaneously our
comrades in the distribution of leaflets, reading and discussing them.
Children of 10 discuss in the streets
and in the school: ''Why can't we
vote? We want to vote against the
bosses and against the bourgeoisie."
This shows that our proposal that
children should vote is not an extravagant proposition. It is the children
that are asking to vote. Demanding
to vote is a clearly declared thought
of children who want to weigh
socially. When they abandon their
games and interest themselves immediately in the problems of politics,
they want to intervene and to weigh.
And it is because they are thinking
socially, they are in the most prepared conditions to intervene in the
social and political struggles and to
give very good ideas. Humanity is
ready for Communism.

Class heroism, not individual heroism determined by the progress of
humanity. Children and women who
up to that moment were insignificant
in life, participated for the progress
of humanity. Between the children
of the Paris Commune and the old
people of the Paris Commune, the
old people and the children of today,
there is a complete and direct connection. There are changes in action,
there is a more elevated consciousness, today there is a social developCapitalism says that the children,
ment which is much more pronoun- the child of ten is incapable of thi-

nking socially. but it is not like that.
Between a bourgeois, a worker and a
petit bourgeois, the children of the
workers and petit bourgeois family
would. bury the bourgeois and elect
the others, that is if they are going
to be elected to deal with the prob·
lems of justice, of distribution and
are going to distribute well, are they
going to provide justice. If they
say they have to study, to decide,
then they will study. Even making
mistakes in the first stage, because
they don't have an idea of the forms
of deciding, they are determined
by the sentiment of justice, of equal·
ity 11nd also of love. They have not
yet developed the bellicose sentiment, the sentiment of agression
and competition, they haven't had
the time to do it, because this
is acquired in capitalist society. Then
they show a noble desire, the purity
of children who want justice although
they don't succeed in expressing
or achieving it.
In the Paris Commune the children didn't have the capacity, or
the possibility to do what children
now can do. Hum!)nity finds itself
again always with the Paris Commune. But now there has been the
Russian Revolution and now the
14 Workers States. The Paris Commune was an effort of humanity
which like the efforts of doctors
and astronauts had to be paid for
by delay and the destruction of
human lives in order to develop
other millions of human lives. In
the Paris Commune they went through these experiences and the Communards showed that it was necessary to act in this way.
One of the essential aspects of
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humanity, it was necessary to do
this and the Commune completed.
this task.
The Commune made many mis·
takes but in one thing it was not
mistaken and this gave the force
of security and confidence in history
and this lesson in which it was not
mistaken, was the necessity to carry
through a task and not abandon it.
The bourgeoisie had to assassinate
them, all of them and they did not
desert.. When they escaped it was
in spite of the fact that the enemy
had occupied all the places and
buildings. There was no desertion.
This showed to the enemy the class
security of the proletariat which
attracts the population to fulfill a
historic function and they did this.
It gave a security that the proletariat would not desert, that it would
assume historic responsibility for the
actions which it undertook. The
Commune showed this and it gave
security for the strikes later and
the great parties, the party of Lenin,
the Bolshevick Party. The will, the
decisions, the security of the Communards although not directly, was
part of the character of Lenin communicated through the history of
the struggle of the proletariat of
France and of Europe and in con·
Even with the differentiation in sequence also of Russia,
Today, we are not in this situforces; with few resources with less
possibilities with the imminent" ation. The Russian Revolution showdefeat, with the imminent massacre ed what it was necessary to achieve.
of all of them, the communards The errors of the Paris Commune
do not stop. They taught in this were overcome. The proletariat had
way that one of the essential bases to learn. Still H is learning, because
of communism is the objective strug- it does not have a leadership but
gle for the human being. Not for has learnt this historic conclusion:
oneself individually but considered once an a-ction is undertaken, it
as a human being. The experience must not be abandoned. The prolewas necessary to give security to
turn to page 4

the Paris Commune which unites it
to the present even though it has
been superceded by the Russian
Revolution and the 14 Workers States
is that rhe Commune began a task
and did not abandon it. It showed
one of the most complete and most
beautiful principles of human heroism: to begin a task knowing that
they were going to die and they
carried through this task to the end.
They were secure that they were
living through a fundamental experience, a lesson which humanity was
going to learn from. Hence Louis
Michel in the name of the Commune
declared before the Tribunal which
was trying her: "We will return
through every road". And we add
and everywhere. The Commune will
return everywhere, because it left
a necessary experience for humanity
just as 1905 was a necessary experience for the Russian Revolution.
Having begun the task the Commune did not dissolve, did not disperse, it fought to the end. It communicated to the rest of history,
to the future invincible security of
the proletariat: once the task is
begun, it is not abandoned, once
an action has been decided upon
there is no doubt, there is no vacillation.
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elops a foreign policy which opens world which mobilises the masses,
the door to economic development. chains the hands of capitalism and
This is part of the boomerang of does not allow it to decide.
profit, that they are hot money Chile. It is the structure of the
investments as they are called. This
ITIS NECESSARY THAT THE WORKING CLASS ORGANISES
is one of the conditions of the
ITS OWN ORGANS OF STRUGGLE
so-called multi-nationals, the same
as the old imperialism. At the same Another aspect of the boomerang, is factory committees, and these
time, they look to stimulate a sec- which affects Brazil with enormous should be linked to the peasants:
tor, to aid, to elevate it, to dominate force, is the death of Pompidou-he democratic liberties, and trade union
the country politically, to weigh on died at a bad moment for them- organisation for the peasants; disthe army, but it failed. It is neces- and the possibility that the Popular tribution of the land; reduction of
sary to draw this conclusion, and it Union might win. And even if it rents, for medium and small tenants;
is also part of the boomerang of does not win, it opens up a pro- alliance (with separate organisms)
Chile. The boomerang was supported cess of a very great elevation in of the agricultural workers with the
on the logical, necessary process in the class struggle, which tomorrow small owners and small tenants. It
the world, in the fact that imperial- will win, because it undertakes a is necessary to appeal for the United
ism has not succeeded in holding necessary task in history: The worFront for social and economic deLatin America under its control. The ker United Front, the United Front
mands, at the same time for the
assassin junta which took power in of Socialists, Communists, left Radinationalisation of the principle secChile, has assassinated 30,000 people, cals, and the Trade Unions, are the
tors of the economy to develop
and the Chilean economy is in pieces, basis of the organisation, of the the country showing the example
in pieces! . . . The basis of this functioning in the Union of all the of Argentina, of Peru, of Ecuador,
process, is that the productive appar- fo{ces of the workers movement, of Mexico, of Venezuela, and ve1y
tus is paralysed, because the popu- of the petit bourgeoisie and of the soon of Colombia. This is the general
lation does not want to work, does peasants, which means, henceforth process in development. The necesnot work, does not consume, and an enormous progress for the future sity of an agreement on this prodoes not die of hunger, but neither struggles of the proletariat. All this gramme should be discussed. There
does capitalism find the stimulus to weighs on Brazil. Brazil should be should be an agitational activity
invest. This disintegrates all the pro- the Greece, the Spain, or the Port- around this programme. It is not
ductive apparatus. It is the same in ugal of Latin America. Instead it is excluded that the CP may accept
Brazil. The present crisis in Chile, is hardly a Turkey. And in Turkey, this, but if we take the example of
due to the refusal of the masses to Ecevit now annuls sentences for poli- the attitude of the CP of Argentina,
produce, despite the fact that the tical prisoners and proposes nation- i.e. considering that they do not
junta exerts a pressure on them, and alisations.
have a position, it is possible that
seeks to repress them. All the apparAmong the aspects which it is they would support a bourgeois secatus of production is disorganised. is necessary to observe in Brazil,. tor which promises democratic liberThe bourgeoisie have lost confidence, is the form which the organs of ties.
consumption has fallen. The market struggle of the working class assume.
Changes are being. prepared in
is disorganised.
The fact that the workers organise Brazil. There is an internal agreeBefore it was determined by the factory committees which are quite ment between various tendencies who
government which stimulated pur- decided, that in one week there are preparing changes, otherwise,
chasing power. Capitalism does not were demonstrations of 2,000 tex· Geisal would have accepted the antihave the strength to be able to tile workers, in a period of complete communist pact. As he has to place
stimulate the market, and return to repression, occurs because there is himself more and more on the plane
a complete functioning of the capi- a toleration on the side of the of the internal market, changes must
talist system. They must re-organise government. And because there is be made. The changes will not be
the market from the beginning. The a level and a structure which they determined by him. This means that
Yanks '.Vith tl\eir inv~stments protect, cannot impede. It is necessary to he does not have the strength to
but they cailnot invent the economy, see this very ckarly because, it will impose a policy of repression that
and they. do not have the money, be a very important symptom that is more severe than previously, beYankee wealth is not as it was before. will have a very great influence cause the economy of the country
It is the capitalist structure which within the government whether to is suffocating and dying. And he
is collapsing because it is dismantled. make concessions or tu repress.
has seen what has happened in Chile.
The capitalist structure has disinteThe tendency to form factory The economy is suffocating. Hence,
grated. They can make the economy committees is a very elevated form he has to seek ways to concede.
recover as in Brazil, they have pro- of the process. The vanguard, which Hence, Goulart has returned, beductions · of phosphates, metals, observes the course of the struggle cause he is a means to contain the
(which function butless than before), in the world seeks to do the same process. At the same time, all the
but· they have also to face the sabo- thing. In Argentina, an immense rest that we know, shows that it is
tage of the proletariat and the lack number of factory committees have a government much the same as
of confidence of the bourgeoisie been organised, who throw out the before, a little better, but as before.
which does not invest and which bureaucrats, and replace them with It means that the apparatus is condoes not have any interest in doing new leaders. Peron has to respect taining the process and it is . the
so. This is part of the process of them, and in Mexico, the same thing military apparatus particularly which
decomposition of the capitalist sys- is happening. Consequently, it is has to answer the problems, and
tem. The bourgeoisie sees that this necessary to observe this process there is an internal struggle. The
will not last much longer, it does not very clearly, because it will be one TU struggle, the workers and peashave any confidence. The struggle of of the bases for the progress of ants' alliance with the petit bourthe top of the assassins, is the the struggle in Brazil. There is no geoisie has to be elevated, to proproduct of this insecurity. If they tradition of organisms of the work- vide an impulse for these struggles
were· secure, there would not be a ing class. The CP has shown itself and to derive advantage for this
struggle, the most powerful would very weak. The new organisms are situ ati on, including in the proconquer. If there is a dispute with an incipient force, and are very gramme, the democratic bourgeois
the most powerful, it is because they mixed with bourgeois and petit bourdemands. But the programme has to
are not secure of winning tomorrow. geois influences. The government will
go beyond bourgeois democracy, unIt is a symptom of decomposition. seek to prevent the workers move;
iting it to a series of measures to
It is necessary to take this process ment striking to contain it, but
nationalise and develop the econin Brazil very concretly. Next to the world process is going against
omy, to develop agrarian production
Brazil, there is Colombia, Venezuela, them. The boomerang of Chile is
to hand over the land to the peas·
Peru, and Ecuador, who are pro. world wide and it goes against Chile,
ants and to develop investments in
gressing and advancing constantly. against Peron, and against Brazil.
the countryside.
Yankee imperialism had the means There is a process of elevation of
and the base to exercise the function the struggle of the masses and a
which it wanted, that is, to organise destruction of all the capitalist appara team which, under the pretext of atuses. Europe is an example of it:
a!). ti-communism would negate demo- France, Italy, Germany, Belgium,
in the Labour Party that traditioncratic liberties, imposing a dictator- are all in question. The five axis of ally look towards capitalism are now
ship a$. a base for the preparation of the capitalist system in Europe, are incapable of limiting discussion and
the war. The result is that Brazil under pressure whether the govern- action within the apparatus. Capirefused to enger tl1e anti-communist ment is linked to the masses or talism has nothing to offer but war
pact. Why? Because the Brazilian under the perspective of a govern- and destruction, it can show no
government has to base itself on ment of the left. There is a whole successes, it can only produce crimthe petit bourgeoisie, it must per- process of crisis, with Kissinger about inal explosions of petrochemical
mit certain liberties, establish certain to be liquidated, and Nixon accused plants, pollution and a broken down
relations with the petit bourgeoisie. of being just a thief.
transport system; on· the other hand
On its borders, there is Argentina,
Organisational conclusions must the Workers States have no problems
where the government at the same be taken for the activity in Brazil, but of employment or inflation. The
time as it does repress democratic also conclusions in relation to organ- Labour Party must utilise this exliberties (it is not a complete and isms. We have to be based on those ample in the campaign for its probloody repression as before) dev- organisms that already exist, that. gramme in order to offer a concrete

BRAZIL

editorial

REGISTERED WITH THE

from page .3

Paris Commune
tariat showed it clearly in the def-

e~ce of !he So~iet ~nion. Copi~g

with Stalm, coping with the Nazis
7 kilometres from Moscow, the Soviet masses defended Moscow and
Stalingrad, and they smashed Nazism.
If they worked in competition with
Stalin, to take revenge, Nazism would
have triumphed. The proletariat then,
showed that it was the constructor
of history and of socialism. Otherwise it would have shown that it
was a weak and insecure class, which
doubted and vacillated. But in defending Moscow and Stalingrad, the
proletariat showed that it fulfilled
and continues to fulfill, as in the
Paris Commune the conclusion of
Marx: "The proletariat will be revolutionary or it will be nothing".
This was not an arbitrary statement of Marx, it was a necessary
conclusion of history, through the
role of the proletariat in the economy and in society. The proletariat
shows this security and shows it
also now, in the fact that the proletariat does nothing, absolutely nothing against the workers state.
In the isolation of the Soviet
Workers State, in 1936, when world
capitalism was in a condition to launch the war against the Workers
State, it did not do it, because of
its own contradictions, and the fear
of the proletarian reaction fundamentally impeded it. Of the two
factors, the most important was the
fear of the proletariat's reaction,
that the proletariat was going to
oppose. Thus, capitalism never succeeded in making a crusade against
the Soviet Union. It tried to launch
one but the world proletariat was
against and prevented it;
...
l;be Paris Commune, "returns through every road," and everywhere,
but it has grown, it has learnt lessons, it has assimilated experience,
it has become extended and it has
been applied. Today we live the
experiences of the Paris Commune
and we have 14 Workers States.
Without the heroic action of the
Communards, as without the heroic
action of the revoIUtionaries of 1848,
these Workers States today would
not exist. It is the experience which
humanity has gathered and which
Is expressed in the texts of Marx,
of Engels, of Lenin and of Trotsky.
But also the world experience of
the proletarian vanguard, even without texts which gathers together
and centralises this experience develops it and communicates it, to the
working class and the class communicates it to the population and
gives security. The petit bourgeoisie
and the peasantry have confidence
in the proletariat: when the proletariat learns from an action it does
not abandon it. As a class the proletariat needs a representative, the
Party. And the Party must show
that it is secure, secure in the decision to fulfill its historic objective.
At the same time as we speak
of the heroism of the Paris Commune, we recall two fundamental
principles: once an action is begun
it shouldn't be abandoned; it is
necessary to have a programme and
a revolutionary objective and a party
to lead the action. It is the party
which does this. The most important
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task today in part continues from
the experience of the Paris Commune; it is necessary to construct
th<t party. In France and Italy the
party exists, the Communist Party
with the support of the proletarian
masses. In these countries the best
of the proletariat is in the Communist Party, it is not a party prepared to take power but it is a party,
it is the party which exists, a party
which wants to go to the government but is not ready to go to
power. Hence it vacillates and doubts.
Hence it does not use the triumph
of the referendum in Italy, nor
the conclusions of the feeling of
victory of the masses after almost
fifty percent of the votes in the
Popular Union in France.
The proletariat, the petit bourgeoisie see and feel the vacillation
of the Communist Party. In France,
the proletariat resolved on the day
following the election, "how can
the day go by and we haven't done
anything?" On the next day, in the
meeting which our party held in
Renault, there were 500 workers. All
the communist militants with our
presence, were saying to the Communist Party ··we want mobilisation,
we want the Communist Party to
organise this triumph". Their presence in our meeting was this, through
us, they directed themselves at the
Communist Party.
It is necessary to prepare and
to discuss among the militants of
the Communist Party on the necessity to develop the party to go to
power, to prepare to advance to
power, to take power. This task
must be carried out immediately.
11tese are the fundamental conclusions, these are the principal problems which unite the commemoration of the Commune of Paris
with, the present day.J.ong live the
commemoration of the Paris Com- .
mune which is a ba5e of progress
and of the construction of humanity! Long live the Bolsheviks who
continued and who with Stalingrad
demonstrated the force and the historic pride of the proletariat which
has never abandoned positions once ·
acquired! Long live the present struggle for power, for the lV International and the Commemoration of
Trotsky which forms part of the
heroism of the Bolsheviks and the
Paris Commune! Long live the IV
International!

The anti-imperialist struggle of the masses,
the inter. bourgeois competition and tl1e new government
•
1n
Brazil

miners

from page 1
of all the European workers move·
ments including the Workers States.
This is what the miners are expressing. It is a discussion which the
miners are conducting on an entirely
different level to the discussion carried on by the pre~ent leadership
of the Labour Party on whether
Britain should stay in the Common
Market, or get out of it. To end
the divisions in Europe demands
the unity of the workers movement both through the trade unions
and the workers' parties. The conditions exist for the organisation of
a Conference of all the European
Workers Parties and Trade Union~.
including those of the Soviet Union.
In a limited way, the last meeting
of the 'European TUC' which included the CGI L-the Italian Communist Trade Union Centre-shows
this.
All the discussions and resolutions
of the NUM Scottish Area Conference-on nationalisation, on Workers
Control, on the planning of the
industry and on Europe,-expresses
not just the miners' struggle, but
that of all the working class, which
poses now, the necessity for a new
structure and a revolutionary leadership in the Labour Party.
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LABOUR MUST DEVELOP A UNITED FRONT
WITH ALL SECTORS
OF THE POPULATION IN STRUGGLE
The proposals by the Committee of the twenty major capitalist countries
to alleviate. the crisis of the Italian and Danish bourgeoisie are a further
element in the inflationary spiral. The introduction of the gold standard
is not going to provide the Europea(I bourgeoisie with the means to
solve its total crisis. It is simply a measure that allows the state to
enter the ranks of the financial speculators without creating any new
basis for an extension of production. It is a measure designed to provide the European bourgeoisie with some breathing space while it prepares
a solution ou.tside the economic sphere, a military solution. It is an element
of delay in. the war against the masses due to its vacillation after the
victory of the masses in Italy in the Referendum on divorce, after the
assertion of the left in France and the collapse of fascism in Portugal.
The Italian and Danish bourgeoisies are on the verge of collapse under
the sustained mobilisations and strikes of the working class, while the
Common Market is incapable of providing capitalist Europe with even
an economic and social progress. The EEC is incapable of offering a perspective of dignified life to millions of workers, studMts and peasants
as It is not interested and doesn't have the capacit}/ to develop the economy
in the underdeveloped areas like Northern Ireland, Brittany or the south
_o_f Italy. Oil 'the contrary, the massive concentration of capftal .is creating
more unemployment, and is causing the disappearance of sectors of
smal/ enterprise in industrial production, commerce find agriculture.

the social contract, giving guarantees
that the masses will not profit fully
from the election of the Labour
government. The bourgeoisie is not
taken in by manoeuvres, it does
not behave on the basis of opinions
or principles, but rather on the
basis of class interest. The bourgeoisie is already preparing to sabotage this government because it sees
that it cannot use it to stop the
struggle of miners, nurses, local gov· ernment workers and teachers. On
the contrary it sees the unification
between miners, dockers and nurses,
which is an extension. of the same
unity of the masses that defeated
the Tory government. This disintegrates the electoral perspectivf!s of
the bqwgeoisi~ ... aiJd.J]arn.l~se~" tlye
Tory party into lukewarm opposition, while the CBI organises the
extra-parliamentary
opposition
ionary and violent s()lution, such against any proposal of implemenas in Ireland. In such a situation, tation of Labour's programme.
only the working class, its parties
and the Trade Unions can give a
The labour movement must not
solution to this crisis, a solution in decide its policies on the basis of
the interest of the masses. For this an alliance with the bourgeoisie.

'

i

!

~·
\· •

t

I

•

J. POSADAS

centre pages

'

r'
I

I

Ii

·,

1

•

I

Incapable of taking any real il)iti<1tive to develop the economy,
capitalism takes refuge in speculative
activities in the economic camp and
in delaying tactics on the political
front, while trying to prepare its
. forces to launch the war against the
.JVorkers States. In this way Kissinger's
~peace negotiations in the Middle
East have the objective to gain time
in order to prepare the atomic war,
. to prepare an offensive in order to
contain the development of the revolution in the Middle East and to
prepare the mass murder of the
Arab populations. Thus the objective
of Kissinger's negotii:1tions and of
Nixon's trip is to prepare the conditions for a reanimation of Yankee reason the working class, the labour
Party and the Trade Unions can
imperialism,
and must act as a revolutionary
The working class is the only centre in the campaign for the exclass capable of giving a solution to tension and implementation of Labthe social crisis that lies behind our's programme. To defeat the rethese manoeuvres. In a situation actionary manoeuvres that lie be· in which bourgeois democracy is hind the murder of Kevin Gately
no longer sufficient for capitalism at the anti-National Front demon·
to maintain itself in power, and stration in Red Lion Square and the
when, therefore, the ruling class tries explosion at the Houses of Parliato prepare reactionary coups d'etats ment.
in different ways, in a situation
when the world. structural crisis of
It is therefore fundamental not
capitalism cannot provide the masses to separate the campaign for an
with any acceptable solutions, and extension of the programme of natwhen capitalism must try to impose ionalisations from all anti-capitalist
a wqrsening of the standard of living struggles and not to concede any
of the population, which it is not pause in the mobilisations of the
capable of doing by peaceful, parlia- working class. It is an illusion to
mentary means; it prepares a react- hope to quieten the bourgeoisie with
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The Scottish miners
Conference
-

All the f~rce and dete;;;;'i~ati~n with
which the miners interveri~d in the
struggle which resulted in the overthrow of the To;ies and a Labour
government in office, expressed itself at the Scottish Area Conference
of the NUM. The resolution passed
by the Conference, demanding an
immediate wage increase of £20 a
week, is more than just a rejection
of the 'Social Pact', of a voluntary
incomes policy, it is an intervention
of the miners-through the structure
of the Trade Union-to weigh on
the Labour government.· Mick McGahey reflected this in his 'Presidential address', when he said that
the Labour government has to be
audacious and that the intervention
of the miners, previously, had not
been to put a Labour government
Much more important than a cir- into office to carry out Tories' policumstantial alliance of this type is cies.
the development of a united front
with all the sectors of the population
· Clearly the discussion and the
in struggle. The campaign for the preoccupations of the miners were
extension of Labour's programme not centred on simply higher wages
that Benn is developing in the Lab· or improved working conditionsour Party, must be developed as a although both these demands were
means to develop firm links between discussed-but on how to organise
the labour movement and all sectors an industry which is al ready nationnow struggling for better wages, in al ised for the benefit of the workers
order to prepare the conditions for in the industry, and for the popa revolutionary transformation of ulation.
society. Nurses, teachers, and local
A great deal of the discussion
government workers are sectors that, and the interventions-both from the
in part, have supported the Tory delegates and the leadership-expresParty in the past and that now sed the preoccupation of the miners
are moving away from it becausfii to impose workers control. As one
they see the failure of capitalism delegate said, '"There must be wor·
in organising society.
kers Control combined with the deThe way to consolidate the a/Ii- mand for the nationalisation of the
companies which supply machinery
to, the miners and of all the coal
distribution companies," which are
still making a profit from the cheap
coal supplied by the nationallsect
mining industry. This shows that
the miners seek to intervene to
23. 5. 74
centralise and to plan the industry
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ance between the Labour movement
and these sectors is not through concessions to the bourgeoisie or 'Social
Compacts~ This unity can only be
constructed on the basis of the
struggle against the rising cost of
living, for a living wage without
having to work overtime, for pensions that allow a living instead of
just survival, for the utilisation of

all national resources for the collective good, for nationalisation under
workers' control. These sectors of
the population must see that the
labour movement doesn't only offer
a just programme, but that it struggles concretely, now, immediately,
to implement it, that it is capable
of giving a line and applying it,
that it can transform society. The
initiative now lies with the left,
because this programme and this
policy can only be applied with
the active intervention of the masses,
not on the basis of parliamentary
deals. For this reason all the sectors

-i~ ~ rational way. 'rtiLs.~'th~, -~ill·~··
and the preparation of the workers'
vanguard to intervene in all the
problems posed by capitalism in its
present-and final-stage of decomposition, to struggle for power, finds
its expression through the existing
structure and leadership of the Trade
Unions.
When Tony Benri spoke at the
Manfield miners' Gala on the Labour
Party 'green paper' on the programme
of nationalisations, it was, in part,
to seek a base of support in the
miners and through the miners, in
other sectors of the working class.
In a sense, Benn and the wor~ers'
vanguard face the same problem
in different forms. On the one hand
Benn tried to implement a programme
to develop the economy, to plan
it without having the means-a nationalised economy-to do it, and on
the other hand, the workers' vanguard seeks to intervene with a
class solution to all these problems
without having at this moment the
necessary democratic structure and
leadership in the Trade Unions or
in the Labour Party. However the
discussion raised at the Scottish Area
Conference particularly the one for
the end of NA TO and the end of
all divisions in Europe in the workers' movement, is a sharp contrast
to Callaghan's defence of the 'Common Market'. These show that the
will of the miners, as the expression
of the will of the vanguard that
has not yet intervened with its fwll
industrial strength, is finding the
political and programmatic meat.ls
to weigh in the Labour Party and
make sectors advance, sectors which
like Benn, seek to support themselves on the working class.
The· workers' vanguard poses an'.
other solution to the 'problem' of the
Common Market which is the unity
turn to page 4
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dfltetmirftng process of the Workers States.
The appointment of Haigh as the
head of NA TO has to be related
to the global preparations of world
capitalism to confront the advance
of the world socialist revolution.
Yankee imperialism has to concentrate the forces of world capitalism
to confrortt the Workers States and
the social and military superiority
of the Workers States. It intervenes
with assassinations and the organisations of coups or at the very
least attempts to "strengthen" capitalist
governments.
Hai/sham's
speech in which he sees basically
the spectre of Communism behind
the victory of a Labour government reflects the real concern of
Cllpita/ism-they see the direction
of the process and hence their desire to encourage all the extra parliamentary rightist forces that they
can. In this situation the struggle
for the return of a Labour government has to be accompanied by
the preparation to confront the repressive measures of capitalism.
As Posadas has defined it: "The
world is ready for Communism" and
the prospects for the advance of the
left in the unions and the Labour
Party, for a Labour Party committed to implement Socialist policies
are excellent. The decision of the
working class in the confrontations
with capitalism in the next period is
shown not by the TUC acceptance
of the social compact but in the
actions of the Yorkshire and South
Wales miners not to accept the productivity arrangements. The deal over
the compact at the TUC conference
was superficial; the engineers rejected such a compact and that is
decisive. The working class and its
allies have shown in the miners'
strikes and in the struggles of the
hospital workers that its spirit is
.,.astly superior to the leaderships
and capitalism may appear strong
to the leaderships but not to the
masses. No world force is coming
to the rescue of British imperialism
and what could British imperialism
do for its ally Portugal? Nothing.
Mozambique will enter the Socialist
path-that is the course of the world
process.
We appeal to the forces of the
left in the Labour Party and in the
trade unions not to wait upon the
will of the leaderships-whose will
is very small-to use the electoral
struggle, to launch a variety of meetings and campaigns in the factories
.proposing the slogans for the development and extension of the programme of nationalisations, to link
up this struggle with the fight in
the factories to prevent closures, to
impose workers' control, with demands for all wages to rise with
the cost of living, sliding scale of
hours and wages, price controls to
be enforced by committees of workers in the factories and the shops.
We appeal to these forces to utilise
local meetings and conferences to
stimulate the formation of dynamic
shop stewards' committees with
rights of immediate recall and popular committees in the workers' districts to impel the return of a Labour government and to continue
afterwards w intervene in all the
issues facing the population. All this
is going to organise the mass opposition to capitalism and strengthen
the pressures for change in the Labour Party. The removal of the MP
in Brightside for his pro-capitalist

The liberation of
women
The historic conditions were necessary to meet this task whose beginning, whose base, are the Workers States, but there is no soci~!st functio~ing
of the Workers States. For this, they still do not have sufftctent authonty,
it is only an understanding of the human being which is ~oing to resol~e
this problem. This is how it will be; but there have to exist the :natenal
basis the economic and social relations, which allow the authority, the
deci~on, the audacity in the human being to achieve these cond!tions which
are now the base of the Workers State. But even without reaching the level
of the Workers State and of Socialism, humanity learns more rapidly than
the development of the economy. Hence, in revolutionary struggles, there
is equality of men and women, but at the same time, it shows the importance which tradition still has: there is in human beings still a very great
habit of treating women differently, when in revolutionary relations, they
are the same. It is acquired custom, the habit of man to feel _superio! to
women because the life of every day involves him in the commercial relat10nships of dispute, the one who has more capacity wins. And :With the ~om~n,
the one who has more capacity wins. Woman is pushed m to an mfenor
plane and the man feels himself more capable and dominates the woman.

The Workers States must discuss on the basis of Communist
principles
The division made by society already finds a counterweight in the development of the Workers State. The absence of the planning of the intervention
of the woman in the Workers State, has a restrictive weight, which impedes
and contains the intervention of the woman. Women have to participate.
And people have to be accustomed to see that :he intervention_ of women
is a part of the development of the social capacity of the exploited masses
to lead. Part of the behaviour of the proletariat in relation to woman, is not
the result of a negligent attitude, but of the contradictions in which
countries like Algeria were created, for example the concentration aimed at
the vital problem: to impel the revolution, to sustain the revolution, to
launch the war against imperialism. And the proletariat which demonstrated
a noble and objective conduct which sought the objective impulse of
history in Algeria, has on the other hand, in relation to t~e problem_ of
women a backward attitude. It is the product of the prev10us educat10n
and or' the social relations which they impose and which weigh. If in the
Workers States. there had been a greater progress, this type of relations
would have already vanished, and there would have been an impulse to an
equal relationship between men and women.
To succeed in elevating the role of women in history, in society, and
in the revolution, it is necessary to see that in the Workers States, the
women participate more openly, more directly. That in all the trade unions,
in all the Communist parties, in the workers' parties, the woman participates,
not as someone protected, but as a natural element which can participate
and develop. And there are very notable examples in all the revolutions,
in which the intervention of the woman advances more and more, advances,
and advances. The bureaucracy has not advanced in social historic understanding of the woman. It declares: "The woman is the equal of man". But
it does not behave like this. The woman who works as much as the man
gets less pay.
Still in this way, the Workers States, even in a limited form, show that
there is already a very great progress and advance. There is an infinitely
greater number of women in posts of leadership in science, in technolog~,
in trade union positions, and a greater attention to women. But there 1s
still no organisation of women which allows them to feel inc~rporated.
the contrary, while she is a prisoner of the house, of the family, of havmg
children, and feeling relegated because she has children, it is going to be
like this. While the absence of Soviet democracy in the Workers States
continues, it is going to be like this.
There is a very great deficiency in the fact that the Workers States do not
intervene with example. The family relations in the Soviet Union are superior,
they do not express a superior conscious revolutionary rela_tionship, organisationally a superior consciousness. They are not then an mstrument of
education as they are in the economy, the superior form of property of
the Workers States. It is a deficiency of history, not through lack of force,
but because in the previous process, the bureaucracy could take the
power, acquire the power. But today, even in capitalist countries, the
s.trikes, the struggles, the united front, the struggle of the masses to enter
the government, are changing and introducing modifications, favourable
to the revolution in the heart of all the families.
The problem is not that woman is capable of thinking, but that she
should feel and is, like man, part of the resolution of the problem of
society. She must work as an essential part of the human species w~ich
resolves all the problems. In this way she overcomes the pressure of society
which reduces her social capacity, from working in her function as a
mother. She feels that she constructs life, then the social relationships
imposed by law by those who command, disappear. The law which says
this is how the human relationships must be. It is a lie. What law? By whom?
By those who make the atomic war. It is a law of interest to them. It is
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not a law which reflects the necessities of society, but of social relations im·
posed up to this moment through these conditions. Woman must feel t~
this is the case. Then she feels capable of reasoning, of thinking. Sh~
does not feel inferior because she has a son, but on the contrary, she feels
the joy, the natural pride to be a mother, as the man has the pride to be
a father.
It is necessary to see that in the Workers State, the woman shows that
her function is the' same as that of the man, not because they give her rights
but because she develops the qualities, which she has, and society has negated
them because it is a class society based on private property which makes
laws and with conceptions based on those who command. They are
not natural conditions which stem from those who make th~ law. This is
what capitalism has done. The bureaucracy of the Workers States is the
same, because it has the interests of the apparatus, not Soviet social and
scientific interests. If not, it would not think in this way. And woman
would not appear in the Soviet cinema as she does, essentially with a feminine quality. But she would appear like a man, the same, seeking to
communicate, influence, to determine by means of intelligence and reason.
what the marriage of tomorrow will be like in which beauty will be of another
order. In the Soviet Union, in the Workers State, this is not so, because
they have this type of unification of the couple on the basis of sexual attraction. In the Workers States, they would be now attracted by intelligence.
Sexual union is legitimate and logical, the union of the sexes. But attraction
on what basis? Through the sensual sensation or through intelligence? Through
the harmonious capacity? The qualities of the one or the other have no
importance. This is the superiority of the Workers State. Otherwi~e, what
attracts is sexual union which finishes there. That is to say, humamty does
not advance, it terminates with sexual desire or with sexual union.
Never as now has capitalist society devoted so much effort towards the
young people to attract them by means of sensual sensations, sexual
sensations, or with drugs, all this. And never until now has there been
so much rejection of this. Because all the young people incorporate themselves in social struggles, and have sexual relations at 14 or 15, and there
is no degeneration. Among the university youth, the secondary school
children in France, there is already the desire for liberation from the
subjection to sex. That is to say, the human relation has overcome what
capitalist society has been incapable of doing.
Now in the Workers States, all this has to be discussed. There has to
be the same expression of man and woman. There is no need to give a
masculine or feminine character as they do. Why? This is the condition
of nature, society makes them equal, and when this continues and accentuates in the Workers States, it is because there are relations of social backwardness, absence of Soviet life. It is necessary to discuss this. In the
Party of Lenin, nothing of this existed. Why does it exist now? Has humanity
retreated or the leadership retreated? The bureaucracy still makes the
woman appear with a wholly sensual aspect. In the Soviet cinema for
example, this is shown quite clearly, and also in the other Workers States.
All the movements of the women are sinuous, it is not the natural feminine
movement of the woman, but the feminine movement which is-sinuous.
The natural feminine movement has different forms from the man, nothing more. Tomorrow, they will be the same. They still iake woman as ···
in the capitalist regime, the sensual woman, she, who has sex. Then it is
sex which speaks, not intelligence. They show a man-woman relationship,
which deforms what the concept of the Workers State can show. They
do not show the creative capacity of the people, which is the capacity to
intervene, to discuss, to be occupied with the problems of the advance
of culture, of science, of technology, of objective progress. The people do
not appear, everything is resolved in the apparatuses. It is necessary to
show the people. Hasn't the force which defeated Nazism got ideas? Cannot
the forces which triumphed over Nazism give opinions? Why cannot they
give their opinion? They defeated the Nazis. To defeat the Nazis, meant to
have security. All this has to be discussed in the Workers States.
The Workers State has to discuss as we do, to equalise wages, to
elevate the economy, to break with the dependency in having to work IO or
8 hours a day: how are we to elevate agricultural production; how can we
elevate the relations of the woman, of the children, of the old people;
how to incorporate education in all the problems, for democratic intervention in all the problems, to allow the woman to speak. Once this is
done, woman is going to stop having this behaviour with which they show
her and she will feel diminished when they make a play of the sensual
feminine role. She herself is going to say: "I am not an animal, I am not a
brute. I am a woman, as he is a man. We do not unite because I am a woman
and he is a man: but because the same common objectives unite us. To
elevate human dignity. As still there is the problem of the sexes, we unite,
but not for a sexual or sensual motion, but with this objective." The
bourgeoisie gives to the sexual relations the sensual relations of life, the
sensual taboo. It is a lie. It is because the human being, before, did not have
a notion of how society was constructed. Then the woman appeared as
the instrument, who pays for the consequences of human reproduction, and
appeared as the vital and mysterious fact. Now, there is nothing of this.
All this has been overcome, and although still it has not been established,
already in our mind and in the world proletarian vanguard, it is so. And
neither among the intellectuals, does the submission to this problem exist.
All this has to be discussed in the Workers States.
J. Posadas
J. Posadas 4th May, 1974
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tendencies shows the powerful current throughout the Labour Party
for breaking all links with capitalism
even if this experience is not sufficiently generalised throughout the
party. The left has to be more
audacious in this process abandoning empirical methods and learn from
the experience of Marxism, on the
need for a more continuous political
life which generates itself on the
basis of links with the factories and

the population. The trade unions
have to intervene in all this as it
is they who are the fundamental
basis of the Labour Party. The election has to be used to develop the
links with the population not merely
for narrowly electoral campaigning.
At the same time the election
presents a major opportunity to intervene towards the armed forces
and the police, demanding trade
union rights and a political life and

discussion in the barracks. This would
establish another link bez.-.~ the
electoral policy and the post electoral policy, as part of the preparation to confront capitalism. The
Communist Party has outlined the
need for such a pu/icy and this
should be taken up by the left
in the Labour Party and the unions.
FOR THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT ON THE SOCIALIST PROGRAMME!

FOR NA T/ONALISA TIONS LEADING TO THE PLANNED SOCIALIST ECONOMY!
MASS COMMITTEES IN THE FACTORIES AND THE WORKERS'
DISTRICTS WITH RIGHT OF IMMED/A TE RECALL OF DELEGATES!
USE THE ELECTION TO INTERVENE POLIT/CALLY TOWARDS
THE ARMY AND THE POLICE!

