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‘The mterventmn of the army
m Poiaml is a stlmuius to the
pmgress ef the Lab@ur !eﬁt

'7581‘

Thls article was ‘wntten by Cde Posadas over s ‘before. the

mtervent:on of the Polish. army and-is fundamental for ‘the understanding .
“of the. process at work in Raland, The army is continuing the work of the .

polmcal fevoiutlon wh;ch requires more and more a4 profoumler educatton :

| no campaign has developed.

ngné. lmpenahsm has hardly been able to orgamse anythmg ;

gainst Poland or the Soviet Union — pathetic meetings of a few Polish
ol er»revolutmnar ies and other reactionary persons, otherwise nothing/
he experience of Poland, before and after, has been a disastrous
de for imperialism and capatahsm. ‘it has shown to the world that
m’kea’s State can develop and leamn and rid itself of deformations
ut a massive slaughter. The world also sees that the :mper;ahst
ments who sanctnmomous!y speak efmytmcal executions ete. in Poland
the perpetrators of mass assassinations in San Salvador and Angola,
nd their social system of capitalism condemns millions of mankmd to
“gof starvatmn and war. :

Moreover the Polish- s;tuatton has had the effect of furtherdtsorg-—

\ ‘anising the imperialist forces against the Workers States. Germany has|

“refused to abandon trade with the Workers States, much to the chagrin of
~the United States who, of course, also seeks = in :mposmg sanctions
1§ against the Workers States - to damage the economic compet ition of
1 capitalist Germany. Imperia alism has been free with words but, in reality,
it has only achieved another defeat. The vanguard and the word masses
have shown a-great. maturity in this, particularly the Communist vanguard.
1 Some Socialists and trade union Ieaders have spiuttered somewhatover the

intervention of the army, but have found no echo in the masses, and hence
This has been the position in the Labour
~ Party and Healey was firmly against any policy of reprisals against
: Poland. Even on the plane of eiectsons policies such as these would
| be stupid,

1 The Labour Left should draw all the conciusions of the evenis in

Poland,. 1t should seek to analyse the reasons for the process in the
Workers States and the significance of thz role of the army and the
| clearance in the Workers States. This is the way to give strength to the
~ Labour Party so that it attracts, through the power of ideas and not within
+-the confines of localism and 1mpmsssemstsc conclysions,

THE VICTORY OF SCARGILLIS AN IMPULSE TO CENTRALISE THE
MASSES AROUND THE: LABOUR PARTY,

, The vi ictary of ‘the Left, represented by Scargiliin the e!ectmn of
'~pres ident iof the: Miners Umon ‘has. great importance. - The vote was
seventy per cent for Scargill, and this represents a vote for social trans—
formations not- simply- for hcgher wages. It comes at a time when the

~} perspective is that of throwing out the Thatcher government and taking

‘ advantage of the profound decomposition in the forces of capitalism shown

tin the emergence of the SDP Liberal alliance. The latter force attracts
; : e 1o pageé
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_life of the Party, a l:ie of cells

in which everyone isas ths same
rights. This proposition is also
contained in the Soviet constitu-

~ tion and, even if it is not really
“applied, Suslov (2] defended this

principle when he went to Poland.

The Polish Army is one of
the closest to the Soviet Union
and its structure is such that its
adhesion to the Soviet Union is
a hunclred times more “solid than
that of the Party, or the people
in general. The Polish army was

‘created by the Soviets and
“Poland lives because of  the

Soviels.

This discussion in the army
is an index of the depth of the
changes, as much in organisation
as in political preoccupation,
that are taking place. The sol-
diers are equal to the Generals

'in the organisation and the cells.

This stimulates the soldier to
speak and to live politically
rather than slmply {o  make
accusations.

to live the process of the world
politically, and that the function
of the Polish army is Socialist.
The article calls for the deve—
lopment of the. soclal:st role of
the army. '

it is true.

The general sense
_of this article is an orientation

Just co
plane which crashed

United Siatas because it had;

been‘ ‘bitten’ by the Soviets (3).

Is it not true that they found one
of Brezhnev's f&@fh among the
wreckage? This is the way the
process advances: the Yankees
kiil each other, assassinate each

other, bring down each other's

planes, whilst Poland advances
by leaps and bounds.

We have fo recall the criti-
cisms made by Brezhnev at the

26th Congress of the CPSU

(Soviet Communist Pariy}) when
he sald “The trade unfons must
be open to ideas, the trade union
leaders must not be puppets but
allow people to intervene’.” The
bourgeois press had no scruples
in ‘saying that Brezhnev was
manoeuviring, but it made no
mention of the fact thai Brezh—
nev “proposed the removal of
five thousand bureaucratic trade
unifon leaders, and ‘that this was
actually done. It shows all the
unwieldy nature of all the trade
union apparatus. ‘

This discussion on the role
of the Pelish army is one of the
most important - evenis in the
history of the construction of
Socialism. In reality, it is the

‘ polmcal revolut:on' The or:gmal

statutes  of the Soviet Union
catered for cells of the Party to
exist everywhere, for

equal

e cadres of the Workers Statesk and the greater mterventlon o

his ctlwty du ng the c:wl war*
In fact, his cell granted lum ‘a
sgecaa! d:speﬁsaa‘mﬂ for  this.

The Polish army is the most i

Soviet of armies, even though
tbere are a few. opponents within
it who tiv to impede Soviet i~
fluence. These opponents have
developed because of the exis~
tence of private ownership of
the land. However, pnvate
ownershlp of the land does not
result
capitalist power because it has
not been able to develop a capi—
talist function. The leaders and
the whole ma'htary structure of
the Polish army is Soviet, and“
it is the Soviets
who organised the Polish army,
The Polish army went through
the struggle against the Nazis
and against Stalin, side by side
with the Soviets. We must not
forget that - the Soviet army e
tered Poland despite the sabo-
tage of Stalin and without wai—
ting for his orders, and with
even less regard for the ordess
of the ‘allies’. The ‘allies’ did

their best to stop “the Soviet .
army entering Poland, and Stalin
went along with  them. ~— He .
ordered ' the “army nm‘ ta enter

Poland but the Soviet chief of
staif told Stalin to go to hell,
and went m.k ln Poland the

zumtopaga 3

h

in the development of

themselves o



THE PREPARATION OF THE WAR AND THE FUN CTION OF
THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES

War is a consequence of the

development of capitalist society
not of armaments production. The
~role of arms production as the cause
of war is seconﬂary.
"needs war, :

: The great splendour of the capi-
tahst world has come to an end. It
s in retreat, but there is an un~

;mtermpted and uncontainable ascent ‘

“of the revolutionary process in

 Africa, Asia and Latin America. -

Countries which arise from nothing
~have had the will to progress. In all
these countries there are wars and
the ones who triumph are those who
~ free themselves from capitali
?foppcessmn and seek fo urgan
_economy in ‘accordance with the
“needs of the population. The pre-
vious form of the control of property
‘was private property, and now the
= countries which liberate themselves
- organise statification to develop
the economy.  These oountries
which free themselves are econo-
- mically backward countries and
~ culturally in a general sense. But
inall these aspects, whether
- socially, economscaﬂy or cultura!!y,
it is the cultural aspect ‘where they
advance most rapidly. Even without

‘having enough fo eat, or eating as.

before, they see and learn
' wort_d the ~way to progreSS\

ut also of occupa fons
xamples, zones of Germany 0
- pied by France and parts of Franc
went o Germany, the same occuned

in Belgmm.‘ There were wars be-

tween capitalist powers in-a stagef
_in which Workers States did not

fexzst.; That is, it is not because

~ Workers States exist that capitalism.

_ launches wars but there have always
- “been wars in camtahsm. ;

il lnter-capltahst wars. were mon«
__vated by the contradictmns of the
_ capitalist system because a moment
_is reached when production is su-

| _perior to the level of consumption

_of the population and there are no

markets 1o absorh such a production. -

It is the system of capitalist pro—
duction which leads to this crisis:
~the capifalists clash among them~
selves and launch the war to
~eliminate each other. New world
- trusts are formed and  although
_ Germany, Britain and the United
States have common consortiums,
confrontation is still . produced
- because  competition ~ between
: ‘,countnes contmues.;

At the same time, the‘:p'reparati,on
of the war and the production of

~' _armaments is a vital necessity for
‘cap:tahsm, ‘because it uses. them

. both for the mter—cap;tahst struggle

~and against the masses of the world,

~as in the war between France and
: \,Germany in 1871,
kthe war, the French bourgeoisie

~ Capitaklisimf

also’

-capitalists. see  thal they cannot

Yanks. :
Cuba and even now the provinee of
~Guantanamo is under the dominion

‘valye and now from the military

In the course of

allowed the Germans to enter France
to. liguidate  the Paris Commune.
The war is not the result of ill-will

or because people with bad inten—

tions exist. This is certainly so;
but it is not the determining factor
of the war. That stems from the
logic of the production of privave
pmperty which leads to  war.

War does not originate just from
circumstances now, but from before.
It is a consequence of the natural
life of the capitalist system. It is
not by chance that it arises, through
a decision or an unforeseen sifua~
tion, but it is a logical consequence

- of the capitalist system: and hence
“it prepares for war.

At the same
time, to prepare for war each capi~
talist system needs to develop to the
maximum its competitive quality,
the capacity of production lo suc-

ceed - in producing in 2 shorter time,
to accumulate more money, to in~

crease the ~technical capacity of

competitors. ~ When one group of
eliminate their rivals through eco~
nomic compelition, they launch war,
Hence there were three major wars
between cap:tahst powers, in 1971,
1914 and 1939 ‘ ~

i Besxdes the great wars there
have everywhere been small wars
- like the intervention of imperialism
i Indonesia had the

4 donesxa.
vemment of Sukhamo, a soc:al

. impenahsm ovexthrew the
govemment which was: developing

measures favourable {o the develop-

~ment of the economy of the country
' and of the masses, and, at the same

time, they overthrew the pzmc:pie
competitor wmch was Dutch im=
perialism. . They -did not overthrow

it completely, but let it continue in

order. {0 have an associate against
a possible upnsmg.

capitalist war.

~ Another example is 'theWar of the

Yanks against Cuba. This was

under the dominion of Spain until

1898, a year in which the Spaniards

had to give them independence, but
the Yanks. entered and the masses

continued the struggle against the
But the Yanks took half of

of the Yanks. That is the most
brutal assassin and criminal form
of impeding the objective develop-
ment of the population. The Yanks
have the military power of Guanta-
namo -and -use it for this end.
Economically, Guantanamo has ne

point of view, because with one
atomic bomb it's all over. The

Yanks know this, but they are not

feaving - because it would be a
demonstration of very great: weak-

ness which would stimulate the

revolution throughout North America;

fand besudes, because it is a mill-

tary base to mtervene in the coun~

production, and, as a consequence,
to be able in this way to eliminate

a This. is an
example of the different forms of
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tries of Latin America,

base has no value.  Imperialism
possesses it to exert-a pressure on
Cuba or fo send arms and soldiers
to other parts; but historically, when
the atomic  confrontation begins,
the Yankee base will be finished
with one bomb.

- tence and

All these strategic sites which

were of imporiance in another stage

of history ‘have no value today: like
the Fleel which, in a general sense,
has no value. The Navy is useful
as a means of transport and atomic
arms, but now it has lost all mili-
tary value.  The Airforce is useful,
but the relation beiween the army
and the population which has fo

occupy the country is more valuable

than all the Navies and Airforces
together. The Soviets know that
they have a welcome in the popul-
ation and know that they are going to
receive bread and water, but the

Yanks are going to recewe bullets

and crap.

: AMER!CANS ‘ EMONSTRATE AGAiN T THE WAR POL.IC;ES OF

IMPERIALISH. :
WAR IS A NECESSITY OF CAPI-

TALISM NOT OF THE WORKERS

STATES.

War is inherent in the capitalist
system but not in the Workers States
and the war which capitalism is
preparing against the Workers States

~is a war which has as an objective -
to try to block the development and -

prégress of history. War is a result

of capitalism. There is not a single -

war of the Workers States among
themselves. The invasion of Viet~
nam by China is not a war of one
Workers State against another, but
of the counter—revolutionary cama-
rilla of China against the Vietnam-
ese Workers Stale. Hence, in the
invasion, the Chinese leadership
sent a limited number of soldiers
and they had to leave. This was

‘net done because they had achieved
the aim of teaching the Vietnamese

a lesson, but they had to withdraw
hefore -they were kthm‘wn out aknd
before an internal rebellion broke

_out. They were afraid of a rebellion

~ the product of the effect which the
mvasmn had on the Chinese people

~and also of a Soviet intervention,

‘because the Soviet's would not have
delayed intervention but would have
;supported themseives on. the inter-
nal revolutionary oppos:tmn in
Chma 10 strengthen and deve!np it.

From the_
military strategic peint of view the.

"The Workers States have no need of

~ership of the USSR, was not invaded
by the Soviels - and it was not

“them.

In ihis sense the Yanks, after
seeing thal they had no success,
advised the Chinese to get out be~

cause they saw how thmgs were’

‘when tomorrow came and that the
Soviets had the advantage.

The capitaiist system, through
the logical necessity of its exis-
production leads to war
as it leads to the crisis in which
the Germans now fiad themselves.
But, in this stage of history, the
nature - of ‘war between capitalist
couniries changes. It is a war with-
out arms, but one in depth of econo~
mic and commercial laceration,
because now they confroni the Wor-
kers States, which prevents them
fighting among themselves.
The crisis of capltahsm is
expressed in production, in finances
and in accumulation. and export of
capital,-and, at-the same time con-
centration: develops more and: more
in. the multi-nationals.. Marx and
Kautsky  predicted the inevitable

because the capitalists were bad
only = they are indeed bad ~ but
because their system leads to this.

of war.

The war  which the Chinese
launched against Vietnam was  an
atlack by a counter»revo!utmnary
camariila. Thus itis nota warofa
Workers State, but a war of a counter
revolutionary leadership.  Yugo-
slavia, in spite of all the confron-
tations which it had with the lead~

because capitalism defended it but
because the whole structure of the
Workers State was opposed o war
with Yugosiavia. [t is not true that
it was
guarantees to Yugeslavia. i the
Soviets had wanted to enter they
would have done 0. Also, in the

Second World War the Yanks and the
British gave guarantees to Hitler

so that he could invade the USSR.
Churchill proposed to let the Ger—
mans invade the USSR and after~

Before the end of the Second World
‘War Churchill' was' proposing war

against the USSR and the Yanks ;
It does not throw it out but annuls it
~because the system of production is

were opposed because they saw
that it was madness, as it would
have strengthened Europe against

. Chinese these are not the product

- as_in. the epoch of Stalin when he
- assassinated the Bolshevik leader—

- Workers State to live or to progres

social;:

war of the capitahst system, not~

~cannot do so.
cally it cannot be done beca
there is-a structure on which:

. depend. T \
based on the capitalist system from

imperialism ‘which gave

wards capitalism would smash both.

J. POSADAS

of the capitalist system and anta=
gomsms thh the Workers State. ~

The Workers State does not need‘ .
wars, When there are such counter-
revolutionary activities from the =~

of the Workers State but of the
counter-revolytionary - leadership,

ship. This'is not the product of the
Workers State. The structure of the
latter does not need to launch wars
or assassinate. It.is the respon—
sibility of the political leadership
which usurps power and then assas-
sinates and makes war. .

War ‘is not a necessity of _the‘ "

On the contrary,: the -necessity
the development of the logical re
lations of the population.. But, in
the capitalist system, it is the re
verse, because it is a system bas
on profit. The Workers State is nof
a system based on profit, but'on:t
development of production,
science and culture, In the USS
there is an immense development

also scientific and cultural.

Workers State does ol develop in
inter—state compehtwn or in oppo—
sition, but through log;ca! necesszty'

Lew gl

latlons. lf the ex
S,tates stm do not

' there unemp!’oymen or hunge

" the contrary, the Workers S
,forder o develop themselves
used
~ structure of production in cap;ta! ‘

‘the prevmus!y

The Workers States have to continu

‘with this structure, later th

going to change it, but for now
First of all, techni~

The Workers States are

its social and economic structy
and from there it proceeds to con-

struct Socialism, The social struc—
fure is changed, and this can be

done because it is-a questum of
relation - of leadership, but th
economic structure cannot be so
changed because the wmaterial
structure of production is already

constructed and it is capitalism

which has the technology of pro—~
duction. The Workers States have to.

“be based on this. There are already
conditions for the Workers States to

have a superiot 'techno!ogy, but a
better relation and development of
the Workers States is still necessary.

THE EXISTENCE OF CAPITALISH

LIMITS THE CAPACITY OF THE
~WORKERS STATE. o L

The W(srkers States mhent tmsf
structure and from there they have
to -advance {0 a condition which
annuls all the anterior situatio

made m accordance with the ne~
Turnto page 4 o

These are the contradictions



_ have some considerable
 fluence on the other Workers .
. States.

' slavia, in particular, where the

o Belgrade
i 'crty, very dynamic and. in :full

o time,

~POLAND from page 1
army was more representative of
the Party than any other organ—
isation. The new Polish army
Lwas orgamsed on this basis.
‘A series of Generals from the
previous reglme were won in the
‘same’ way, as  happened before
“in the Soviet Union and Bulgaria.
it ‘was only afterwards, thanks
to the power of command it had
acgquired, that the bureaucracy
‘managed o create sectors of
support in the army.

This - article on the army in
Poland indicates that this pro—
cess  is going . to go very far.
We are not just dealing -with
Poland -but with other Workers
States which are going to follow
suit . The: Hungarians  have
recently cast their eyes a little
in the direction of Soviet demo~
cracy; it is' a ‘bureaucratic

- apparatus which thinks to itself,
‘Let’s take the antibiotic before
~ the infection appears.

Th:s attrtude of the Polrsh
"army will be a tremendous
stimulus to the development of
. the polmcal revolution and will
in—

 This applies to Yugo—

‘bureaucracy is so large that you
can hardly avoid seeing it
'is ~a very  beautiful

_ development, but there is an
eno‘,mous hierarchic apparatus
roots in the various feder-

the bureaucratrc apparatus is
rr'ghtened.ry rt fears fear itself.
Its roois go right back to the
st stages of . Stalin - and,
k athough it has made “many
_ changes in order to keep up with
- the changes in the Soviet Union,

L j it nevertheless remains qmte an

In Bulgaria, on the
“the influence of

 apparatus.
- other hand,

Lo Poland is going to develop much

: ~ more easrly

k‘THE_ROLE OF THE ARMY IS
70 DEFEND THE WORKERS
(STATE.

Tms article of the Polish
army is Bolshevik in character.
We should not expect it to be

~ applied immediately, because it

is going to meet resistance and
sabotage. The path which leads
{0 the - application of its con—
clusions follows the same lines
as the world process. The Soviet
" Union . denounces Yankee war
.. preparations specrf:cally and
- they are quite clearly prepared
to confront them. At the same
: Poland has the historic
confidence to say, ‘Life in the
-army has to. be organised so that
there are -equal rights for both
soldiers and Generals. In the
Party they are all equal’. The
only time this relationship can
be changed is in technical
aspects, military knowledge ,
and in times of war. But, even

 then, what has to prevail is per—

" .suasion._rather. than arrogance
o ‘and rmposrtron on the part of
those who. have the most tech—

j ns and even m the Party. o

nical capability. This is exactly
‘what the Bolshewk Party used
fo do.

‘This article on the army. in
Poland - influences - the - Party,
the -people and the infellectuals
politically, even if it does reach
the other armies. It will possibly
have -an influence in the capi-
talist countries, but ‘individually
rather than in the form or imme—
diate action or effect. it in—
fluences and prepares within the
capitalist countries, but the most
direct form of this is political.

We must see that the Polish
army is an army of a Workers
State, and functions to defend,
impei and support the Workers
Siate. The fact that such a
resolution (this refers to the
article — editorial note) could
be taken means that the army
cannot remain separaied from
the life of the population. It
depends on it. The capitalist
armies, on the contrary, are not
prepared for this conclusion

-because, for them, the mainten—

ance of. the regime means the
recognition of the authority of
those in command. In capitalism
the army is there to obey. In the
Workers ‘State it is not a matter
of obedience. Indeed, 90% of
the activity of such an army is
social; it intervenes in the day—
to—day life of the Workers State.
Here, the soldier is equal to his

offrcer, in drscussrons and
meetings of the Party the
General - and " the soldrer are

exactly equal.

Generals and soldiers could
intervene on equal footing.

Mao Tse Tung did the same
thing. He organised an infinity
of activities in which the General
could say to the soldier, ‘What
a good thing it is that | am a
member of the cell, because it
allows me to learn’. There is
the siory of the Chinese General
who was. a brickiayer. One day,
when he was carrying his bricks,
someone asked him, ‘Why are
you, a General, carrying bricks?’
He replied, *This is what | know
best, everythmg else | have fo
learn .

The present scum: -in  the
‘Chinese leadership is sending
all this experience  to hell.
However, this is the coniribution
of Mao Tse Tung which he fook
from the Soviets and, even if he
did not apply it at such a high
level as the Soviets, he gave it
the same meaning. The Soviets
“acted in this way, and even the
old Czarist Generals won over
by the Bolsheviks — who used
to be in the habit of carrying

mountains of medals around —

were  laught to participate in
classes where they used to be
‘educated. in. social processes.
Nobody forced them to parti—
cipate, but they were persuaded
to do so by the Soviets. The

best Generals of the Czar went

light cigarettes.

‘thmk it out,

'rs resolutron s not "the all, bar one and a-"'few women,

over ,-to the  Bolshevik Party.
Trotsky referred a lot to the case

of “the four Generals, one -of

whom was from an old aristo-
cratic family and was so -in love
with - his military function - that
he was more a military man than
an aristocrat., He saw that it
was possible to make a career
with ~ the -~ Bolsheviks, and,
besides, he was decidedly anti—
German. The Bolsheviks turned
this - anti~German General ' into
an anti-capitalist one.

The military became part of
the base which the Bolsheviks
won, but these people could not
be formed politically in a com~
plete way, or receive sufficient
education - before - Stalin . came
and used them. Troisky ex—
plained how .the Bolsheviks won

{eaders of the Moforcycle Bri-
gade. -He made a speech to them,
to which they listened with a
certain curiosilty and reticence.
They ‘had  their hands -on the
throttles of = their. motorcycles
and were ready to go. A quarter
of ‘an hour later, three quarters
of them removed their hands from
the throttles. Two Czarist lead-
ers, renowned for their military
ability, were ~amongst them,
Trotsky, who had a great deal
of military knowledge himself,
spoke to them as a soldier.
After a while, the group around
Trotsky started fto relax and
Trotsky tells
us that, at that moment, what

he was saying was begmning fo .
“sink in and that they were re—

sorting to orgarettes in order to
Trotsky won them

;:comes from 'the Eo ;hewk Party[ f sl

and from Trotsky, ;
_first to take such an mrtratrve. o
At was the Bolsheviks who first
_adopted the resolution to form
“cells of the army in which both

lN THE ARMY.;?;”

We must discuss the problems
of democracy in Poland and the
solution to them. We are deal—
ing with a process, and a stage
yet to be reached, in which
political cadres, with the objec—
tive maturity needed by the
Workers . State, are - going 1o
appear. = In_an historic sense,
Comrades, the Soviets are pro—
moting this process and it indi—
cates that they are advancing
this process in Poland in order
fo be able to develop themselves.

This resolution of the Polish

army s - a. very deep matter;
because it is part of the Soviet
preparation for the coming war,
and, besides, it tells the Yanks
quite clearly what they can
expect!

This resolutron is intended
to stimulate the political life in
the army and signifies that it Is
going to be cleared of all the
people who waver and doubt.
Until now, imperialism has sup-
ported itself on. these people,
and now it screams, ‘The army,
the army!’  Imperialism hoped
that a reaction would come from
the army and that this would
find  a support in nationalist
secmrs,‘ outside the army, in
order to contain the Soviets or
even fo oppose them. The Yanks
were behind alI this, as much
-in the army as m the trade
umons. k

The formulation of such a

: “Poland is the Sowet Umo o
is the Soviet. Union ‘which has

-a. discussion in the army?
means - that there was a gang in.

resolution goes agar'nst all these =

sectors and it elevates  the
whole . country.  We must not
consider it as a limited or casual
event. This resolution has the
aim of breaking the bureaucratic
apparatus and the roots of this
are very deep.. Who is the reso—
lution directed against? - Does
it not say,’Rights for everyone?’
It -must be ‘that someone -is not
in agreement with this, is not
letting it be applied. The pro-
gress of the soldiers has become
necessary in order to make the
next. step, but, against whom?
it is not against Brezhnev,
since the resolution talks of
Socialist development. There—
fore, it is against a bureaucratic

cliqgue which has formed itself

inside the army, and which shot
a large number of workers in
1970, The present Polish
.government, on the other hand,
has rendered homage to the dead
workers.  This is the best proof
that it is not they who killed
‘the workers. ‘

We have to see all the im—
portance and effect this dis—
cussion in the Polish army 'is
going to. have on the life of the
country, and particularly in the
Polish Communist Party (PUWP).
In a very profound, if general,
way, it indicates the manner in
which  Socialist . democracy
develops.  This is really the
political revolution, and, at the
same time, it is also the Perma-—
ment. - Revolution developing in

“the form of the polrtrcal revolu—»

tron. When such a process ‘has

_reached this level, it is because ond|
Poland — and the her Workers : nd i

had to oppose the pro-caprtalrst
sector inside Poland. It is the

Soviet Union which has had to

oppose sectors who want fo con—

“ciliate’ with capitalism and the

nationalist sectors who. look ‘for

“changes in Poland in order to
fend—off ‘even bigger ohanges.
All these people cling to capi—
‘talism eventually.

Inall: this,
the Workers State is undergoing
the - process . of  political
revolution. ‘ ‘

revolutlon unfolds .in a. partial
and fragmented way.
aspects have to be united to
each other, but already this pro—
cess has reached the army. Why
is this? It is because there was
a cligue in the army which pre-
vented advance! What does it
mean when they resort to such
it

the army, a cliqgue which op=

pressed the counfry and the
army; -and-had its agents .in the

police and the whole adminis—
teation.  This process in the
army . announces a clearance ‘in
the - Communist Party {PUWP)

itself, and it is not peculiar fo

‘Poland. It is the form which
the clearances in the Workers
States either will take, or are
taking. It affects the Parly, the

trade unions and the army; soon
judicial

it will
apparatus.

reach - the

“are things
‘ ?constructed.
_nism is not a construction but a
:jnecessrty of history, Caprtalrsm
‘cannot draw the least profit from
this process, and the masses of
the world — partrcularly those
of Poland — see that the devel—
‘opment of Socralrst democracy ~
_now . reaches the sectors most
‘remote from the life of the Party
The army. — whrch, by its. very.

k - stage of histor
This process of polrtrcal g Y

Al the

This is the way the political
revolution = advances:
civil war, which means without
people dying.
tions of 1970/71,
some deaths.

- there ~were
There: was an

uprising, but it did not succeed

in - clearing  .the bureaucratrc
aPparatus.  This uprising was
the result of a process which
prepared the .ground: for today.
Now the workers are attaining
the  wishes to - change  the
Party apparatus - they pro—
claimed, but could not obtain,
in 1970 and ftor which they died.
Now it is being done without
people dying, and without the
aid_of the Pope or the Church.
It is the Party which leads the
movement. - The meeting  and
demonstration on the First of
May in Poland have given us
immense joy. 1t was an historic
event which marked a stage of
very great advance in Poland.

- This resolutron of the army
isa proof that the new fanctron~
rng will be  beneticial to the
pol:trcal revolution. It will ease
our intervention, and it also
means an impulse to all the
Commumst parties of the Workers
States, even when they have
lrmrted leadersmps. They will
see that Poland. means a process
of elevation of culture, of learn—
ing and teaching how to oppose
the lmmedrate socral interesis of
some layers in  the Workers

States; how to trmmph over theee

mterests. These bureaucratic

cliques could be formed in the
army because of the hlstorrc o

leadership and the programme

In itself, Commu—

nature ard the conditions of this
had to be

‘busy all the time with military

preparations, . constantly on_ the
watch agamst Yankee inter—
vention — rs a prime example of

‘~thrs. 3
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(1) -Extract of an article published
in ~the - Polish "army ~newspaper,
*Zolnier Wolnosci®, published in the
Italian Communist Party newspaper
“Unita’ on ' 7th ‘May 1981, After
having asserted that an increase in
autonomy in: the ‘basic structure of
the “PUWP. /(Polish United Workers
Party) -would ‘not “be ‘against the
principles of democratic centralism,
the ‘article goes on: *The fact that
the armed forces support themselves
on’an authoritarian structurs means

that'one has to pay particular atten~: k

tion-to the need to strengthen the
principles of equality by which all
members of the Party have equal’
rights and. dutaes. regardless of
their ‘grade ot rank, :

*Propaganda is often general and
repetitive. This is\why itis neces~ .
3 Wrn o .page4

without

In the mobilisa~

which have fo be



basis of sacial” developmentf

ot J., Posadas:

THE PREPARATTON OF’WAR ‘
contmued from pege 2

icemty and t‘té'mté’rest ot ‘hfe‘ of

k the populatmn. The capltahst sys~

tem operates on the basis of profit,

- ‘that of the Workers States on the
But
‘the economic and social 'structure

; from which the Workers States have -

- to depend comes from the capitalist
system. ‘In rea‘lity, sixty: years is
asmall time to overcome capitalism

- taking into account that the Workers

- States have to co«ex‘st with ' capi~
tahsm, and they have to dedicate
up to fifty per cent of thef '
sources to war expenditur
“than “costs of deve!opment. 1
capitalism had already been defeated
the deveiopment in production would
be immense. ~ The Workers States
have to arm the technical structure
to produce while capitahsm has had
this already structured in‘feudalism.
The Workers States have to do it
with’ bureaucratic “'and  assassin
~ leaderships like Stalin first and
- Khruschev afterwards, which annul-
led and limited this development.
Khrushchev , for example, sought to
impede the development of China.
He wanted to maintain Ghma aga:
capitalism but'in'this 11

to say; impeding its deve!opment S0

~ that it did not' cempete ‘not'so much

- economically or commercially as

- socially, so that it did not kecome
0 the centre ef revomtmnary deve!o”"

feuda ism, whil e the kaers Stafe
had to acquire it: and they dedicate
- an important attention to the prob-
 lems of the development of humanity
This

as wath the ‘space vehicles. -
ows  the ‘confidence and
\‘fhfe ‘on ‘earth " that,

order to contmue, has to be Im yed'

- w1th the cosmos.

: The Workers States have to co-
~exist with capitalism and, as a

consequence, they have to Wea‘
their technical functioning and pre~

eontinued rrom Page 3

sary to educate the cadres better...

“‘the..process . of -command " in: the
armed forces:must be-improved and
democratised, . decisions. must. be

Carrived:.at collectively, -and those.

who: are “expected. fo: apply: them
must express their opinjons freelys
.~ This will end subjectivism’s - (Note

. the soldier is as valuable as that
_-of: the General), . The newspaper
article, coac!udes sthaty

. “distance between. -ranks and to
combat: ﬂrmiy the rempanig of.ihs

o authomanan spmt and attitudes of
i supenority ‘on the part of those who

‘have more experience, or-service,
‘towards the young soldier’, . {Note

‘are born in Germany and live in

What they want to-
vsay in. this s, that the .opinion of.

2% dse
- necessary 1o damoora’use Aifein,
Lo the carmed. forces, 1o reduce ke

paration, and, at the same time, they
~have o create a new leadership in
‘historical circumstances  inherited

from: the-stage of -Stalin and of the

‘war which destroyed half the world,
Capitalism

is- war, Secialism - is
peace, This isnot a declaration or
a maxim or-a slogan, but a-logical
conclusion.Capitalism, in order o

live,engenders war; the Workers
‘State, in order o live, has to en- -
‘gender peace. ‘H is the leaderships
which limit these levels and. con=~
clusions.

’ * They: limit but do=not
impede them, and the proof is that

‘~the Chinese ‘had to leave Vietnam.

The Chinese had to abandon the

~attack on Vietnam and the Viet~

I namese on the occasion of the in—
vasion did not massacre the Chinese

or the population of the Chinese
which they could have done. Nothing
prevented the Vietnamese utilising
their planes to bombard the Chinese
populattoa. But they let them alone
not through fear but because this

was. not the ob;ectwe of the Workers

State, war with- another Workers

State. Part of the withdrawal of the
Chinese was also through this con—
clusion. The Chinese Workers State
- cannot_ ‘exercise the same criminal
_ action .as
~internal resistance would tighten .
 the ropes. It was not only fear of
~ the Soviet Union which stopped

lmpe;nahsm, _because

them, but the internal reaction in
which the  strength of the. Sovret

. Umon was mcluded.

n order to understand the present

‘k~~state of camtahsm it is-enough to

seek what IS happemng in capxtahst

f"nkght‘to he elected teﬁbe pmtected
by the law and fo part;c;pate in the

!eadefshlp of sociely. Butﬁermany

has two million and a half immigrant The USSR i nota contradtctory S

workers who have no political or
municipal nghis. The. chddreﬁ who

Germany do not become Germans.

‘This is the capitalist system. There

is o point of compansnn with  the
Workers State. ;

THE ~ WORKERS STATES ARE
LEARNlNG TO LEAD. -

The Workers State is 0rgamsmg

‘ ttse!f and capltahsm has hundreds

of years of existence. The system
of pnvate property has thuusands of
years of existence. It passed from
one sphere of functioning to another,

oF J, Posadas: When they speak of
those who have more experience
they are ‘talking about the officers
‘because - soldiers . never  acquire
much  experience, since they only
serve for two years). ,

2)

CThis. refers o the visit . of

Sus%ov ~ .member. of the. Political. =

Bureau of the Commumst Party of
the Soviet Um’on - ’co Warsaw in
Apn! 1981, i ’

«'(3) o UTHIS refers tova’ Yankee
: % tar; aircraft carrying documents

-the . missile.  system ~which
crashed *in mysterxous circum-
stances -in the Umted States.

tained.
-dalism and capitalism

settle with Stalin.
consciousness  which: creates. the

~but the system of property.is main-
Slavery - fau~
‘have in
‘common the same regime of property.

The . systems. of - production . are

different.  One of the conquests

~which the bourgems:e made against
- feudalism  was universal suffrage .
but why don’t the immigrant workers

vote in Germany. Aren’t there two
and a half million of them? And

-why don’t their children vote? That

is: the suppression of the capitalist
system. ‘ -

The Workers Stale is the repre~
sentative - of -2 superior. society.
It does not mean that it may have
the. -most  suitable. leadership fo
represent this necessity, but it has

a leadership which represents the
necessity of this society. 1t stili
does not have the necessary policy
and: capacity. . But the most im~
portant fact is .that the working

“class, for the first time in: history,

is- seeking- to lead sociely.  An
example of the securily and the
construction of Socialism is the

with -Stalin and  Hitler.. When it
deait with Hitler, world capitalism
sought that the USSR would. resist
Hitler so that Hitler-and the USSR
would be weakened and the workers
would rise -against Stalin. . The
workers said that it was necessary
to liquidate Hitler and afterwards
They had the

security that is given by the Workers
State. Hence, Hitler lost not be-

calise North America mtervened but

because the workers oi the Soviet

°" Union, the masses of the whole
*woﬂd, concentrated

the defence

the development of science, culture

also o

- more €
' ;culture

Germany would deve}cp and serve

‘the opposition, an. ohstacle to the

development of the Workers State.
But,  at present, Germany is a

‘country occupied by the British,

French and North Americans. lthas
no democratic: rights, nor its-.own
military - force, -but depends -on
Yankee, French and British imperia~
lism; above all-on the Yanks. It:is
a - subjugated - country - which was
developed -to-have the sirengih to
confront  the Workers . States, but
impede mdependence in

22381 0

economic development which would -
then give it military and social
If Germany had developed
militarily there would have been
‘another war with France and Bntam, o
not with the German Workers State

rights.

but with France and Bntam.

The solution to terminate with

wars, with unemployment, with

hunger, with the exp!ontatmn of

immigrant workers, the wurkers of

every country, is the ehmmatmn of .

the capitalist system ~ and that is | L
‘the way of avoiding - war. e
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‘ eiemen’cs within cap italism who see ny ruture within the perspectwes of

offensives against the masses when capitalism lacks the world strength

to impose its will,

“lism. The disputes within the SDP

the policies of nuclear disarmament.
‘and gives opportum ty to the Labour
“capitalism,®

USSR. The Soviet masses put up =

The election of Scargil will give confidence to the
“petit bourgeoisie that the working class is resolved to deal with capita~
and Liberal alliance also have signi-
ficance because forces, particularly the Liberal base, are sympathetic to
“aspects of ‘the anti= cap;ta! st pohcnes of the Labour Party; particularly . o0
‘Al this disintegrates capitalism

Party to centrahse the masses: agamst‘“ o

All-the condut;ons in the woﬂd and natmnany are an smpulse to better .

initiatives. from-the Labour Party Left. ;
crisis-in London or that over parhamentanamsm in the Tatchei case
—all require @ much more coherent political life and d:scussmn to resolve
‘and clarify. The Labour Left could develop a whole series of campaigns o
‘and discussions on issues such as Poland and the London fares crisis to

develop better links with the population and begin ‘o deve!op a capable
political cadre and vanguard which would make the Party a much more

attrgetive instrument than it Is now. A whole series of initiatives should‘

be developed towards the factories to. develop a life with the Party 50

it cannot: deve!op suddenly. But

compos

e ;property, iﬂarmmg of pfoductmn and

the needs of the population wexgh in the Party, but linked to a real pnl'
tical unde{standmg of what is happening in the world,
:trad;tton hke th:s = as hm:tedty there ts m the blg Commumst partces

As there is no

events such as Potand and th‘

tion of capitalism place very firmly on the agenda ‘
evatectﬂLkeft that dxscusses the wof!d deVe!op ‘

and the. puhtscat leve! of souety. .

society, but a society which is
learning to lead and where there is
an uninterrupted  progress.
Germany, on the othier hand, this is
not the case. There are two and a

half million foreign workers who =

have no political rights. There are
problems of uftemmoyment lack of
houses, and increase in the cost of
hvmg, ‘This shows that there are

base of capxtahst society in Ger=

‘many is ‘liberty’. In the USSR the

basis of society is not democratic
liberty ~but statified  properly,
planning of preduction, the develop~
ment in the world of the struggle
against capitalism. ~ This is the
basis of Soviet sociely, -and 1o’
maintain this at the highest level
Soviet  democracy " .is necessary.
Brezhnev iumseit hmxted!y demands
it ‘ : ~

Capxtahst
after the Second World War, ‘hut not
through its own capac:ty. Imperia—~
‘lism devoted milliards of dollars to

deve!cp Germany so that it might be
a bmige -against the Worke:s State. '

This is the essential basis ef the
deveiopment of Germany. It is not
- that Germany, after the war, had
" the strength to develop. From where

did it get the capital? lmpenahsm,‘ -
with the Marshall Plan, sent an
enmmous amotmt of doﬂars so that

In

Gerriany deve!oped ~

onship w:.th the Com

0 munist Pa:c'by ::.n
e I‘baly"

"The Congre g8

‘of the PSUC in’ Spaln" o
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- |mortal fear the trade union leadership has, nationally, of

: struggles “and factory occupations at Plessy’s in Scotland, the

RO ©
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~ Editorial

f;‘Base the organisation of the left"Labour
cmrents on the advance of Poland and
the Soviet Union

 We are in the stage of the mortal and total agony of imperialism
~ tand kcapitafism. The only thing it has left is military preparations.
. |The extent to which it prepares militarily is proportional to its
. isocial, political and economic crisis. When Pym says that there
lare only cuis in living standards ahead, he gives the lie to all

L previous Government statemenis and only shows that they cannot |
" tagree among themseives and that they have no perspective.
 Iprogress of Poland against bureaucracy and the allies of capitalism

The

thas brought to light all the incapacity of imperialism to do anything
: (kagamst the Workers States, and has revealed greater disintegration

on which to rest, its natural allies, that wifl support lts endeavours
in bringing. the remnants of this corrupt and desperate regime down.
it is not angu:shed by unemployment or lmpeno'mg war. The Labour
Leff and, in part, the Labour Party are learning how to grasp that
the process does not pass through Parliament but through the direct
o intervention of the working class and masses in the leadership of
 lisociety. This conclus:on remains to be drawn and wrll take a whole
ah:stonc stage. But it is fundamental.

IMPERIALISM HAS NO MORE INTEREST

IN CULTURE OR PROGRESS.
hilst Reagan: and Thatchsr took part in the spectacular ;- an

ome of ihe vulgam*y and desperation of imperialism, US imperi—
alism has been unable to ‘punish’ Poland for getting rid of the
'reaucrats Imked to world cap:{ahsm. The mter-caplta!:st
15 mggle is so great that not one canitalist country can trisst that
? the others will boycott anyone, anwmle the French government
has nowalhed:tself to the Germans in thelr purchase of 30wet

'osnwn and re;ectmn of the war plans w:thin tha heart of the

ihiary apparatus. The same goes for all the armies of Europe and,
{of cotirse, fos the British army. These are the conditions in which
" development of the L.eft in the Labour Pariy takes place that

g vemment but against the cap:tal:st system and its war.

TH:‘:‘ NEC OF. THE LABOUR PARTY SUPPORTS ASLEF.

When the NEC of the Labour Party, even though it takes no
'act:on, supports an industrial dispute such as that of ASLEF, it is
lbecause changes have been made in the Party leading in the direc—
| tion of supporting struggles that aren’t strictly of a Parliamentary
‘ order, and of making the Labour Party — with the aid of further
fchanges — more a Party to lead struggles. The implications of this
_Iprocess are manifold. The fact that Livingstone calls for direct
. [mobilisations in support of the Labour Councils and workers invol—
{ved in resisting the Tories’cuts, shows the climate that develops
in the Party, of grasping the need o take direct action and not wait
‘ for the mext local or parliamentary elections. The ruling class is
not in-a position to roll back the process of history. The proposed
| Tebbit laws against the Closed Shop are quite desperate andvery
belated. Besides, the support which the SDP gives to the Tories
on this issue destroys any conception that there is a ‘new’ way in
British politics.- A sector of the SDF does not like this, however,
and this ‘is yet another example of the disintegration of capitalism.

The lack of generalisation of the struggles comes from the
; the
_ [devastating proportions of the struggles to come — which are going
Jto bring down-all the compromisers with capitalism. ‘The continuous

lvirtual blockade of Leylands at Bathgate, the occupation at SENLAC
f:, (the channel ferry) at Lawrence Scofts, are cases that show the
{confident security ~of a class that isn’t smashed, far from it
iCapitalism is desperate, not on the ‘offensive’. The anti-Closed

inside them. The working class feels that it has the Workers States | -

-political

from the beginning, this process

{of Socialism,

‘Ilow immense possibilities for advance, not just against the Tory

turn to page 3
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EXTRACTS

The meeting di'scussed the recent
events in Poland and the develop—
ment of the political revolution on
the basis of all the theoretical and
elaboration. of comrade
Posadas which has accompanied,

which s the “expression of the
course of the Permanent Revolution.
Tbls includes the whole of

“the

State to cleanse the bureaucratic
structure and facilitate the process
of reconstruction and formation of
the  political
Workers State to  make
efficient in social,

it
economic -and

poht:calprogrammmg. The working

class and the Polish masses have
not partnclpated in stnkes an

relatmn mth v

‘:‘Hof comradenP sadas, to mal
it, to diffuse it, and to teach our

Sections to help in the construction
His work on Poland
has been diffused throughout the
world in the newspapers and pam-
phlets of our Sections and in eight
languages; now the articles are

being brought together as books.
The most complete work on Poland -

by comrade Posadas r.appe‘a;ed,
recently in Colombia, and others

tuguese, French and, finally, in
German. The whole of the Inter-

national is conscious that this work

is indispensible to help the world
Communist and revolutionary move-
ment ‘to learn from this Polish
gxperience, on how the masses and
the Communist vanguard of the
Workers States leam to construct
Socialism.

The events in Poland with the
intervention of the army in the
political leadership -of the country
are a continuation of the process of
changes - of political revolution -
which the workers movement has
already achieved and realised
through sirikes and the cleansing of
the bureaucratic elements in the
Party. The lack of means and
political leadership in the working
class and the Party imposed the
need for this transitory “action of
the army. It has not been against
the masses ot against the existence
of the independent trade union, but

has been a measure to put order into

will soon appear in English, Por- =

 POLISH WORKER

A DEMONSTRATION.

It is in this sense that Poland -
even in this form of the intervention
of the army - continues being a
centre of experiences of all ‘the
masses of the world for the Com—
munist world movement, for the
leaderships of the whole of the
Workers States, a centre through
which  one leams fo construct
Socialism.

This present process in Poland
forms part of the process which the
Workers States are living through,

It has‘heen a 'method of the workers

leadership of the
more.

‘ WITH
PHOTOGRAPH OF LENIN IN

such a way as to dok'm)thing that
would damage the Workers State.

: capitalist countries, and to integrate
the masses of the world in a united
~front 1o liquidate cap:tahsm and to
_construct Soc:ahsm., This is the

process which identifies the Workers

ates more and more with the
revo!utmnary process throughout

the secunty to the whole of human-
ity that it canargamse socnety on
rational and scientific bases in
accordance and w:th the i

vention of soc;ety. : 2
intelligence is the element which
“has deve%oped the Workers state
so that any country, in order to
advance, takes the road of Socmhsm o
and impels the organisation of
~ soc:ety with Secialism; socnety, not
each country. , e

~ Hence, this stage in
which ‘now Stalinism does not
exist' (dafinition of J. Posadas~
on the political leadership of the
Workers States) in the leadership of
the Workers States. For the bureau-
cracy of Stalin was the support,
the conciliation with capitalism, but
the present leadership give their
support to the liquidation of capi~
talism throughout the world. The
Workers States must extend them-
selves as a necessity of the eco~
nomy and of science, and this
extension is agamst the capstahst
system. '

of interior selection and preparation

of the political leadership which
must confront the final phase of the
liguidation of the capitalist system.
It is not the military or armaments
aspect which is uppermost, but the
social deve!opment of the Socialist
countries - as the most powerful

The present process in the
Workers -States, which is the force
which determines the revomtionaryv
process of this stage, is that of the
estabhshmg of the political leader-

the discussion opened in the country.

weapon to influence the capitalist

Turn to page 2 S '
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from page 1

ship which answers to this structure
of the world. This is not a simple
precass, har ote in which one can
expect a consistent and homogenous
form because it is a question of a
change of conception from that
which led the Workers States after
the first seven years of the Russian
Revolution until now. The Soviets
are the ones who have advanced
most of all through this previous
tradition, and the ones
who have more responsibility in
the confroniaiion with the capitalist
system. {t is in this way that they
have lived the Polish process from
its bepinnings. Comrade Posadas
always linked in his analyses the
workers' intervention in Poland with
the attitude of the Soviet leadership.
From 1956 until now, the transitory
solutions that were reached were a
combination between the impulse of
people, the decision of the Soviets,
and the specific conditions of the
social constitulion of the Polish
Communist Party. In 1956 the
movement was made as a conse~
quence still of the continuation of
the Stalinist policy of Khrushchev.
In 1970 the Soviet leadership
already - through Brezhnev -~
expressed a greater interest in
changing the bureaucratic apparatus

and seeking points of support in the

masses. But, as regards the Parly,
‘they had to support themselves on
the leadership of Gierek and to
make a rapid agreement so as to
-contain the impulse of the masses
to intervene. Now, in 1980, the
Soviets have accepted the creation

of the independent trade union and -
the conquests that have been ob~ -
important
aspect is that they have reso!ved;’
to be supported in the strength of
these worker mobilisations to give

tained; and . the ' most -

a much more profound blow at the

bureaucratic structure of the Polish

Workers State because this structure

goes against the homogeneity which:

is required to prepare to confront

Gierek.

Comrade Posadas has analysed
with clarity the function of the army
in the Workers State,in the way that
its character and behaviowr is dif—
ferent from capitalism. The army in
the Workers State is constituted with
the objective of defending society.
Even with the bureaucracy the
Workers State represents a socially
centralised form determined by the
centralisation and planning of the
economy., But, in capitalism, the
army represents 2 gamut of com~
peting interests, with its leadership
determined and dependent on the
most powerful and dominant sector
of the economy. Hence it works in
accordance with the interests of
seclors or groups and not of the
country. In the armies as in Poland,

the character of the army as
representative of the system pre—
vails because it was constituted in
the struggle against nazism and in
its application and defence of social
transformations. Hence Posadas
emphasised that the ranks of the
army were among the most genuine
sectors in the defence of the Wor-
kers State, an important sector of
the Communist vanguard of the
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country.

The Communist vanguard could
not carry out, with the Party or the
trade union, the degree of cleansing
which can be done with the army.
it is important to take this into
account in the discussion in the
Communist movement,  Thus one
can not now question military action
as if it were in capitalism. In the
first place, it is not a military
action but a political one taken by
the army that required the discipline
and the centralisation of action
which only the army has. And,
secondly, it is necessary to see
against whom the army was acting.
Anyway, the army includes the
Party and, above all, includes the
objective of the defence of the
Workers State. All this has been
seen by the Polish masses and the
masses of the world, The Polish
army ten months agoe had resolved
to deepen the democratic character
of its function. It had also develo~
ped the recent secial activity of
interesting itself in the problems of
‘distribution, and had resolved in
general correctly and in favour of
the population and the small pea-
sant. It is this constitution and
this experience which is seen by
the masses of the world. There is
no place in the world where the
army of the Workers State is to be
found destroying or subordinaling a
country. ~ Afghanistan, Angola,
Mozambique or Ethiopia contain
forces of the Socialist countries:

- are these countries submitted or do

they develop?  They develop!
Mozambique  has  just achieved
self-sufficiency in food. But in
El Salvador there is a Yankee army
‘which does nothing else but kill,
This is how the situation has to
be judged. ‘

It is important to understand the

the capitalist “system, and they sense in which the army intervened

have supported the hqnidation of

in Poland in order to learn the
stage of the present development of
the political revolution in the Wor-
kers States, Already Cde Posadas
had characterised the noi- bjoody
character of the process of liguida~
tion and purging of the bureaucracy
in the majority of the Workers Stales
and this process in Poland confirms
it. The army has intervened not
through its capacity of possessing
arms, but through the capacity of
working in a centralised way in
defence of the Workers State. It
has been an action of forces against
an apparatus which resists the
discipline of the Workers State.
This could not be done by the Party
and much less by the independent
trade union. A measure of this is
that the POUP, having thrown out
hundreds of leaders, still did not
have a capable leadership and had
a tradition of corruption which made
it lose authority with the population.
It is for this reason that, foreseeing
this, the army had already acquired
a more preponderant role both in
social life and in the Party life,
integrating many soldiers in posts
of leadership. But there was nof
the time nor the previous preparation
which would make it possible to
re~animate this Parly.

POLAND 1S A WORKERS STATE
AND NOT SOCIALISM.
Socialism is a society which is
constructed without the means with
which previous social regimes have
relied upon in history. Besides,
it is a regime which eliminates
private property and everything
which that system has developed
in the formation of thought and hu~
man relations. The previous regimes
had modified their ways of organi-
sing production, but always main~
taining private property. The Wor~
kers State is the instrument of the
transition to Socialism. Previous
regimes have also had periods of
fransition where they dedicated
themselves to the accumulation of
economic and political power to
impose themselves later. But the
Workers State is an instrument of the
accumulation of social capacity to
lead and construct humanity. 1tis a
quality which does not come from
powzr nor from the economy, but
from the intelligence and the under-
standing, a ~capacity which is
acquired in the experience of life

. Hence, in the con-
struction of Socialism, one cannot
demand ap accommodation to

bourgeois good manners and

practice. The Workers
State is a transitory process which
combines aspects of capitalism and
Socialism, coercion and social per~
suasion, as means of securing pro~
gress to Socialism.

Comrade Posadas analysed pro—
foundly  the bases -of -the -origin of .
the Polish Workers State, that it
arose after the Second World War
devastated by the previous regime
as aiso by the action of the nazis.
In sverything a very firm Communist
nucleus acted which had a pre-
ponderant role in the resistance to
the nazis. The Soviet army, after
triumphing in Stalingrad and expel-
ling the nazis from the USSR,
delayed on the orders of Stalin its
intervention in Poland.  Stalin
hoped, firstly, for the conciliation
of capitalism and, then, the liqui-
dation of the bulk of the Polish
resistance. Hence, an economically
backward Workers State arose,
which was also socially and poli~
tically subjected. Stalin established
a leadership with interests linked
to agrarian property so that it would
respond to the interests of sustain-
ing the ‘great Soviet Union” and
the policy of conciliation with

capitalism, All these antecedents
have to be taken into account to
understand the psesent changes in
Poland, and those which still have
to come.

Poland has made an immense
progress in the thirtylive years of
being a Workers State. Before the
revolution people died of hunger,
the peasants had no shoes and the
immense majority did not know how
to read or write. Now, with the
backwardness which still exists in
the countryside, ali the peasants
have houses and a sectre life;
there are hospitals, schools and
universities when before only one
in a family could study in Warsaw
and abroad. This has been achieved

through the statification of the most
important aspects of the economy
and centralised planning developed
by a leadership educated in the
consideration that this could be
done, together with the conciliation
with capitalism as Stalin had taught
them. Thus it saw in the relation
with capitalism not a transitory
agreement or a necessity because of
the backwardness of the Werkers
State-and after the necessity was
resolved,the construction of Social

ism, which is the centre against
capitalism,
but believed that it was possible to
make a harmonious Socialist-
capitalist  development  where
Socialism was a peaceful form
which gave befter conditions of life
than under capitalism. But the
existence of the Workers State
developed the understanding of the
masses and of a sector of the
leadership that the Workers State
can lead society and extend plan-
ning and Socialism throughout the
world. For this, it is necessary to
be based on the democratic Soviet
intervention of the masses and to
prepare the confrontation with capi-
talism which resists this process.
This is the present course in the
leadership of the Workers States,
and this has contributed enormously
to the progress of the world and the
intervention of the masses of the
Workers States.

The relation between the Polish
Workers State and capilalism: was

‘not eliminated with the elimination
~of Stalinism but still continued with

Gierek and today.  Gierek had’
applied a programme based ‘on the’
development of heavy industry de-
pendent on the world capitalist

‘market and foreign credits. He

created a whole bureaucratic lea-
dership dependent on this programme
= associated with a layer of medium

agrarian proprietors, the internal
commercial apparatus based on
private co—operatives (which dis-~
tribute basic food products, acco~
modation and domestic electrical
app liances) to the commercial
apparatus with external trade linked
to the World Bank and contraband of
every sort, and also to a
privileged layer of the leadership
of the Workers State and of the
official trade unions. In some areas
of the economy an authentic workers
aristocracy arose. :

The political leadership develo~
ped on the basis of all this con-
dition and as a means of surviving
to defend all these economic and
social relations. This is what Cde
Posadas defined as one of the most
powerful bureaucratic apparatuses
of the Workers States and one of the
most linked fo the world capitalist
structure. Even with the cleaising
developed up to this moment -
Kania being secretary of the PWUP
- in one of the last Central Commi~
ttees, they resolved to request
entry to the International Monetary
Fund. This is a whole quite corrupt
leadership, and even those who have
not been corrupted are educated in
leadership taking into account the
capitalist system. This is why
they have 30 million dellars in ex~
ternal debt with capitalism. The

was to be continued—
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Soviet Union has a volume of trade
with capitalism a hundred fimes
greater, without this in any way
determining the Soviet economy or
society., On the other hand, in
Poland it does.

This structure gives an idea of
the profundity with which one has
to approach the changes in Poland,
changes which could not have been
carried through solely by the trade
unions.  The workers movement,
fundamentally the trade unions and
the Communist vanguard, had poin-
ted to the corruption of the bureay~
cratic apparatus and the need to
correct it. But they did not have
the means to get rid of it. This is
why the army, as a representative
of the Workers State, does it. The
army continues the clearance initi~
ated and brought to light by the
Communist vanguard. This does not
diminish in any way the capacity of
the Polish masses, because without
the actions of the masses in 1956,
in 1970 and from 1980 antil today,
there would have been no such
intervention of the army. The army
intervenes to continue the process
of development of Soviet democracy
initiated by the masses. But,
because of the scope of the task in
hand, this could not be resolved
just by the masses in the face of

all the feebleness of the political

leadership. Thus the economic and

social structure in Poland is the

result of such a political leadership

and not errors or incomprehension.

To change this structure signifies

‘o prepare a leadership for tms fask,
The intervention of the army has .
~ been necessary to ‘put order into
the situation and to open the way =

for the constitution of the political

State.

The trade unions are nmot the
organs of the Workers State which

could carry out such an activity,
because of their social constitution
and the very road which the inde-
pendent union Solidarnesc took.
The trade union is not just compos-
ed of workers, but also of various

sectors ranging from petit bourge-

ois, technocrats, functionaries, who-
all influence in the formation of
t hought, the resolutions and con-
clusions reached by the trade union.
The Party should have made there
an activity of political education,

allowing the working class to weigh

and attract the rest, to participate
in an activity of the defence of the
Workers State at the same time as
defending sector interests in

front of bureaucratic deviations,
allowing the class to defend itself

from the bureaucracy as a social
sector and as Workers State, letting
it develop in management, control

and the elaboration of the plans of -

production.  But, in Poland, the
then political leadership was not
interested in doing this. its interest
as a bureaucratic apparatus led to
policies of relationship with capi-
talism vhich called for containing
and crushing all trade union and
political activity,

As a leadership was
lacking to centralise and develop
the full force of the Communist base
and workers movement, to clean
the Workers State up and advance

leadership of the Polish Workers

- iations
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in Soviet democracy, a political

vacuum was created and used by
groups which acquired a certain
prominence and clambered into the
leadership of Solidarmosc. This
wasn't the result of some necessity
but of the lack of a political lea-
dership; and also, because of the
support world capitalism was giving
them to create difficuities to the
Workers State. The trade union
was a necessily and a creation of
the masses, but not the leadership
of that trade union. This is high-
lighted by the crises of ail the last
stages in the leadershap of Soli~
darnosc.

In its origins Solidamosc attrac-
ted the massive support of the wor-
kers movement, and there were fen
mitlion workers affiliated. The
Communist and trade union vanguard
considered that Union not so much
for economic improvements only as
to reach an agreement with sectors
of the leadership of the PUWP to
make the Workers State advance.

‘This was the reason why they affil~

iated to Solidarnosc and intervened.
But, in not having the organisational

. capacity for a greater development ~

because of the previous lack of
trade union and pelitical life ~ 2
camarilla and counter~revolutionary
groups made their appearance in the

- ieadership. in the main, that lea~
- dership turned out to have nothing
-to do with the working class and

was made up, above all, of petit

- bourgeois intellectuals, consultants,
. people who appropriated the Union;

and they have done this with the
support of world capitalism through

= all these ‘donations’, such as those
of the AFL-CIO and the German -

Christian Democracy. If this were

- not the case, how such a movement
~ managed to acquire an immediate
- international nexus of representa—
fives in the whole capitalist world

" and bases of propaganda against the

Polish Workers State could not be
explained. This is why the affil-
to  Solidarnosc  quickly
dwindled of late, and it is also why
the workers have boycotted mean-
ingless strike ventures. All the
last strikes were strikes of funct—
ionaries and well-off sectors; the
greatest ‘resistance’ to the army's
action came from management per-

. soninel and privileged sectors. The

workers® base abandoned the ad-
venturist interests of these leaders
and even Walesa had to recognise
that the working class ‘is tired of
all ‘these strikes and strikes.’

- The recent National Congress of
Solidarnosc, as much as the meeling
of its national leadership, have been
apparatus  meetings and have
brought out apparatus resclutions.
Walesa was challenged there direct~
ly, and threatened with death by the

" most reactionary sectors. The in-

tention of these groups wasn’t the
same as that of the workers move~
ment; indeed, it was completely
opposed to it. This is why, in the
clearance which the army is now
making, one can see a united front
appear between the old Gierek
appatatus and groups, former mem—
bers of KOR and the * Confederation
of Independent Poland’. Gierek and
these groups have been cast aside

by the process of the necessary
progress of the Workers State to
clean up the bureaucratic apparatus
and develop Soviet democracy to
advance to Socialism. The Polish
masses have moved for Soviet dem~
octacy and certainly not for the
abstraction of ‘democracy for all’
and ‘liberty for ali’ — which means
democracy and liberty to maintain
individual interest in the Workers

State, be it to conciliate individual
interest with the centralised struc-
ture of the Workers State, or to
create difficulties for the State and
make it refreat.

This is the way Cde Posadas
analysed tendencies like KOR, a
group which had a certain success
for a time, when it had a policy of
opposition to the bureaucracy and,
in that way, a certain reason for
being and a certain suppost from the
Communist base. But, as political
life elevates, there comes a differ—
entiation of .interests: the Commu-
nist base opposed bureaucracy in
order to make the Workers State ad-
vance, -whilst the groups oppose
bureaucracy in the name of indivi-
dual interests. These groups have
lest any support and have remained
bogged down in recriminations in
the name of private properly in the
countryside, private co-operatives,
and self~management. These inter-
ests are contrary to the necessily

for the economic, social and sciefi~
tific centralisation of the Workers

State. They are such interests that

now unify from Gierek to ‘Kuron.

The enemies of yesterday are united
today, because the progress of the
Workers State has censured them all.
At the point where abstract anti-
bureaucratic struggle is being over-
come, these groups don't hesitate
to link up with, and open the door to,
world capitalism - which uses them
to further its counter—revolutionary
aims.

Thus the ‘democracy’ they ad-
vocated had little perspective. On
the other hand, even when therehas
not been the greatest intervention of
the masses, the action of the mili-
fary provides better conditions for
democracy. What democracy could
there have possibly been with all
these people now thrown out? The
Polish Ambassador to the US allow-
ed democracy as long as it did not
hinder his intrigues with imperialism
~ and, then he ran away on all
fours! All the corrupt and thieving
apparatus is now challenged; it did
not mind the sort of democracy that
allowed it to get on with robbery
and privileges. The same goes for
the majority of the leadership of
Solidarnosc, which appointed itself
at the top of an apparatus that
discussed over and above the head
of the workers’ movement. If they
discussed behind the scenes, it was
not at all by mistake but to plot
against the Workers State, in quest
of ‘democracy’; that is to say, the
tight to discuss secretly and con-
spire against the Workers State.

The democracy which has to de—
velop in the Workers State, however,
is Soviet democracy, to allow dis-

‘vation are important,

cussion of all the problems of
society as long as it means learning
how to intervene to lead Socialism
and construct it. All the other forms
of democracy and all the other de-
mands for it, are to foment indi-
vidual interests or to defend them
as counterposed to social ones.
The military action is going to help
the development of Soviet demo-
cracy. This does not at all mean
that the actual leadership is the
ultimate one, the most capable, and
that more clearances will not be
necessary, It is clear that there
remain people to be thrown out.
This forms part of what the masses
have already started as regards ail
the clearances they have made and
which are going to continue; plus
the development of the masses’ in~
tervention and that of the leadership
equipped with an economic and
social programme, a leadership
which takes on the task of the
gradual elimination of agrarian
property and allows for a plan of
production to create the products
essential for the population, under
the control and management of
factories and trade umon com~
miftees. ‘

POLAND AND ITS EXPERIENCE
FOR THE WORLD COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT.

The intervention of the army
does not close any door at all, but
reaches over to a new stage in the
process of Politican Revolution in
Poland.  The pronouncements of
Jaruzelski and the aims thrashed
out by the Junta of National Sal--
‘They .pose
the need for measures to plan and
develop Poland economically and
socially in a superior form: requi-
sition of unused properties, end of
privileges, respect for the indepen—
dence of trade unions, respect of
the agreement of Danzig and, above
all; ‘no return to conditions pre—~
vious to 1980'. These are very
important positions. They respond
to necessily and express the reso-
lutien of a gector of the leadership
which is prepared to carry them out.
As yet, the leadership is not homo-
geneous and new struggles within
are going fo come, In ail this,

it is clear that there are sectors
who took part in conceding this in
order to contain a greater inter-
vention of the masses; but the pro~
cess is not favouring them. This is
why decisions have also been taken
to liberalise prices, decisions
which don't help getting rid of the
black market and rather represent
a concession o property layers,
which feel further encouraged to
resist change. Also, there is the
lack of preparation of a part of the
leadership, This shows in their
lack of programme to develop the
Workers State. The black market
can only be controlied by a better
planning of production, eliminating
all private use of properly, and
planning distribution so as to res—~
pond to the needs of the population.
All this must be under the control
of the population.

This is not going to stop here,
but a period of discussion in the
Workers State is opening on how to

EDITORIAL fromoege:
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system.

Poland.

Left is learning about Poland,

supi)ort for it, .

of the progress of history.

8hop laws show the desperation of a government that has to give
blows but has no policy, and even less hope to see its laws obeyed

The working class is acting with a lot of calm and compasure
in the face of unprecedented attacks on the part of the capitalist
it is neither submitted nor demoralised. All the changes
in the Labour Party have allowed it a greater say politically, and
it is working at these changes. For the working class, the changes
in the Labour Party are immensely more important than a good many
Strikes. They see that what is needed is a leadership not to tackle
just the government but the system, and they are preparing it under
the form of constant pressures that never isolate their action from
the need for a political leadership. This is why, after having voted
70% in favour of Scargill, the miners did not vote for strike because
they felt the Jlack of leadership and programme.

WHY WAIT FOR ELECTIONS ?

The apparent slowness of the process of bringing down the
government is accompanied by a very dynamic change in the Labour
Party. There have been no expulsions of the Left, and the Left is
fearning how to judge the process in Poland through the support the
Right wing of the Party gives to the capitalist ¢ ampaign against
The Right are mourning the loss of their bureaucratic
friends, now thrown out of the Polish Communist Party and State,
through whom they could appear linked with Socialism. A whole--
scale liquidation of ‘eurocommunist’ ideas is being made, and the

the Workers State and its army.

There is a marked discrepancy between the confidence of the
working class and its continuous anti-capitalist activities, and
the lack of intervention in support of ASLEF nationally.
necessary to discuss, now that support to ASLEF has been given,
that appeals should be made publically to all the Unions, and a
public debate opened about the conduct of Weighell and his like in
the Unions. The Labour Party can, and must, do this. This means
not to wait for the next elections, but to mobilise in support of a
policy which cannot be implemented except by force agains t the
government, and bringing it down. gs
another instance of what could be done, and there is an immense
It is necessary to educate cadres, tendencies and
currents in the Parly who are firm. and clear about the road to
Socialism, the nature of the Workers State, and the violent character
The. workers are quletly showing the
tway - occupauons, the challenge’ by means ‘of force of the nght of
ownership for the benefit of a few. whose mterests have become
outrightly murderous in this stage of history. These are problems
that must be, and will be, discussed in the Labour Party.

It is

The call of Livingstone is
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carry out the plan of the ‘Junta of
National Salvation’, It is not enough
that the military declares that it is
in favour of Socialism to ensure
such a progress. Already, Gierek
has done the same in the name of
Socialism. What is important is the
proposals they have made which are
in keeping with the need for the
progress of the Workers State,
supporting the acquired level of
intervention of the masses. The
masses must intervene and discuss
in Poland and all the Workers States
about the intervention of the army,
its meaning, its objective, and how
to continue from there. The probiem
is that private property persists in
the Workers State as a source of
corruption and difficulties. It is
necessary to centralise the Polish
economy, to extend centralisation
and planning more strictly with the
rest of COMECON, breaking links
with capitalism. AUl this will
create conditions for the progress
of the country.

Capitalism has been newly hit
by these events in Poland. It is not
just that its points of support within
the Workers. State have been snapped
further, but that the campaign of
slanders which it has made did not
go heyond the little camdle that
Reagan has put in the White House
window. The attitude of the masses

of the world has been one of under~
standing the meaning of the changes
in Poland, and it has cut short
capitalism’s efforts to take ad-
vantage of the position. Capitalism
has not been able to make a united
front within itself against Poland.
The German capitalists have been
much preoccupied to preserve their
particular trade relationships, and
there isamaturing in the social
democratic Left in learning how to
understand the Workers State and
how to construct Socialism. This
is why there were no demonstrations
against Poland, and the bourgeoisie
is wondering in bewilderment where
all the 500 thousand who demon~
strated for peace have gone to. Why
don't they come oul? The other
element in the cautious attitude of
the Germans is that they hope that
the private property sector and
bureaucracy remaining in Poland
will manage to stop the clearance.
This is why Brandi says: ‘Better
Jaruzelski than the Soviets'. He
realises that if an impulse is given
to a Soviet intervention, on the one
hand, capitalism will not be able to
stop it; and on the other, it will
lead to much more measures against
private property and bureaucracy in

Poland.
1 he economic boycott the Yank~

ees proposed has been discarded

by the whole of world capitalism.
) wrn to page4a B e




The fa:lure of the pohcy of Deng Xiao Ping
and the lack of trade union and poht:cal

I:fe i Chma

: The bourgeois. press. says that
in. China there are miflions of un=
employed. young pedple who are
~seeking the way to live, 1o seltle

down etc. Capitalism wants to show

that there is -a degradation of
Chinese society, but they show
nothing more.. They are concerned
not to show what happens in the
army or the factories.

- All the plans of Deng Xiao Pings
failed. The plans which they have
made fo trade with the capitalist
world and triple production have
failed. On the contrary, there is a
fall in production. The daily papers
which published these reports like
the newspaper ‘Republica’(l) have
placed all the blame for these prob—-
lems on deficiencies, incapacity or
lack of economic programming and
means. All this is true, but is very
relative, ~ The essenhai limitation

s that there is no hade union or

political life, This means that in
the economy only small layers
intervene, who think with the men—
tality of a ruling group, with a con-
- ception of a caste. They are the
~sectors who have imposed that in
“the University politics is not dis—
- cussed, that the teacher must be
' addressed as‘sir’,and that the ptans‘
Sof study can on!y be those whxch,
hmxt ~knowledge to the sc&ence

~at any cost;Thas is the basns of,

It is absurd that in Chiha’ there

are twenty million unemployed.
They have infinite plans of pro=
‘duction, and there is no political
~leaderships: - Thus capitalism-and
the dailies like ‘Republica’ iry to
show those aspects of China which
demonstrate that Communism has
failed, when what in reality has
failed. is Deng Xiao-Ping. . They
want to show how China is the
result of the incapacity of Commu=
nism, as they want to show . that
Stalin: also was the result of the
incapacity of Communism. Anyway,
now they hardly speak of the ‘in-
capacity of Communism’, because
they see all that the Workers States
have done; but they speak of the
‘barbarity of Communism’. This is
the game played by all these dailies
which aim at a petit bourgeois
public. This public is not reaction~
ary and it seeks progress, but within
the capitalist. system, They fear
they would have to submit to Com~—
munism. They are frightened over
discipline because, according to
them, it~ ‘denies personality’.

Deng Xiao Ping said nothing when
Mao took power. = China was a
desert in which only Shanghai,
Canton, and some. other c:ty had
workers,

China was-a great desert with
many Yankee, British, German and
French enterprises,  Now there is
nothing of this.  China has made

4L

‘ e !ack of deveiopment of_ thei
G ‘quntry‘.‘ ~

“more

one of the greatest developments in

history with the most limited means.
The ‘Soviets, in part, continue the
‘previous conflict of the Stalin epoch
‘but an important-and almost deci-

sive part of the Soviet leadership
wants agreement with the Chinese
and expects ‘it; hence the supple
attitude of the Soviets.,

In 1973, a great number of Chi-
nese who - were - echnicians - and
scientists -~ arrived . in France and
ftaly and gave interviews, They
were asked about - -mariage, - love,
children, and they answered very
well, although. with- some ingenu~
ousness. They said that they wan~
ted to-marry and:have children, but
{hat now they could not-do it. They
were young people, many of them
graduates, engineers and techni-

-cians. - They proposed that they were
~very -interested. in all the activily

that they were doing, and hence they

-did -not: have time to- think . about

children for now. It was in the
epoch in which there was still-not

“the - prohibition of .marriage before

twentysix. - This prohibition. still
exists, as also that of having more
than two hildren. With this, crime
and assassination was being in-

‘culcated That is not to say that it

is'so because -as Chma isa Wor—=

 kers State, there is no reason for
b *tms to happen but they are st!mu-zﬁ
lating this, -

than two sons has a. wage reductson*

{and is depnved of famsty anowance.

| AH the plans of Deng XIBO Ping
have failed, the same as when he
went to the United States- In the

United States the Yanks wanted to

utilise him. against the Soviets,
but they saw they could not do it
and then they left and gave him no
importance. ‘

There are layers' of students.
premoted by and linked to the
great bureaucrats, who accept the
study of Confucius. They are linked
to the leading layer and the bureau~
crats, They take from Confucius
and -put Marx on one side but, at the
same time, there are -téndencies
which propose that they are against
eliminating the study of Marx and
Lenin in'the University, Deng Xiao
Ping wanted tfo . leave Marx and
Lenin as texts of consultation, of
reference, nothing more.  This shows
the intellectual poverty of the pre~
sent -Chinese  leadership, which
cannot - last much longer. 1t is
necessary to expect shortly great
struggles and uprisings to re—take
the road  of Communism.  This
leadership is a debacle. It has no
position on anything, And, when
they do take one, it is against the
revolutionary process and against
the Soviets. Anyway, recently they
have not taken positions as before,
but-are more cautious, which shows
the great intemal strugg!e which
exxsts.

Anyone who has more.
with the Chmese.

the policy of the Chmese changed,
They hoped that the Soviets would
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The present Chinese leadership
hoped that the capitalists would in-
vest and they sought the massive
entry of capital into China to deve—-
fop  the country. They expected -
without saying it - to make a type
of NEP, believing that the capi-
talists were mad and they were
still in 1918, They have no co~
herent or-logical plan, and it is not
true either that they hold all the
power- It is enough to see all the
time that they were very slow fo
sentence the ‘gang of four’ and the
trial which they made was not a real
trial, ‘

The  -previous “policy  of the
Soviets of Statin and Khrushchev
impelled the Chinese to arrange
matters as they could, They relied
upon_ developing the Chinese -eco-
nomy. -with ~Soviel' help, and -the

Soviets withdrew all the technicians,

machinery, loans and economic help
and cleared ‘off, - Part of the plans
for the . rapid development of the
economy in China arose because the
Soviets deprived them of everything.
Capitalism does not say anything of
this, nor do the Soviets record it.
The Soviets also hide the im-
portance that the Chinese communes
had in their epoch which was an
immense progress.. It was a very

rich experience for ‘the revolution |
throughout this zone, and the Viet- | L
‘namese had vety good reiatmns'f,”;
But, afterwards, |

confront the Yanks in war, so that
they would mutually destroy each
other and they could develop.

Al the recent policy. . of the
Chinese leadership is to seek capi-
tal so that capitalism invests in
China to develop it.
matter that the capitalists profit,
but that they develop China. They

are all plans which are dreams and.
based on-a mystical conception..

All the basis of the myst:cal con-
ception which existed in Mao, and
partly in this leadership, is not
because they have a mystical origin
but because they have no other Way,
no.other example to take, Hence
the maxims of Mao, ‘walking on
one's own two feet’ and others, were
destined to create the will because

the Soviets had deprived them of
everything. At the beginning of the
Chinese revolution all these maxims
did not-exist, and they were bom
when the Soviets cleated off, and
they had to develop through their
own means,

“Part of the progress of the Chi-
nese tevolution was the creation of
the Communes, which was a -very
great impulse for Asia and which, {o
a certain extent, must be repeated
in Vietpam and Cambodia. The
communes have their origin, for
example, in revolutionary Russia
but in the peculiar form of China.
In Russia, there was a formed pro-
letariat and-a revolutionary Party,
something which China did not have,

RESOLUTION ON POLAND

< The  events of Afghanistan  had

already shown the fiasco of such
measures, -~ The Yankees returned
to propose a boycott to see up to
what point they could still count on
centralising world: capitalism; and
also, to-see if they could wrench
some concession from the Soviets.
The Soviets have not coticeded any~
thing; and . have managed

“to deepen further the contradictions

within capitalism. - Argentina has
already proposed fo sell wheat to
Poland, onthe same line as it did
at the time of the Cartet’s embargo
against the USSR.

The Communist movement must
discuss Poland, considering it
within the scope of the problems
and. experiences that arise in the
process of . the . construction of
Socialism. It must do this also
considering -the maturity ‘shown by
the world masses who have under—
stood the events in Poland. Europe
is animated by the demonstrations
of ‘millions against- war, and it
occurred: to ho “one to mobilise
against the military intervention in
Poland. = On the contrary, in the
instances - where  demonstrations
were called, these gave tise to
political declarations being passed
against the leadership. “In'this way,
the general “strike -proposed ' in
France failed completely., The
ltalian working class was absent
from the various activities proposed
by the ltalian trade union leadership
and the Communist and Socsahst

1t does-not-

CRESOLUTION OF THE MEETING
05 (THE EUROPEAN SECTIONS.

~_from page 3

parties. The same goes for Spain,
Brifain, Germany and the whole
world, the US included. s se
of the world differentiate perfecily
between capitalism and the Workers
State, and they are learing from
Poland that bureaucratic deficien~
cies are something that can be put
right. - The Communist movement
must discuss and educate its cadres
and militants in the experience of
how to construct and lead society;

and to discuss this need for changes =~
in Poland, democracy is needed; but' ‘
Soviet demecracy. o

The Workers States have teacted
in a unified way in the face of the
evenis in Poland, and they must
continue to discuss the Polish ex-
perience to see how to continue the
progress of the Workers States.
Thus; in the same way as it made
factory assemblies .in the Soviet
Union, condemning the reactionary
Solidarnosc - groupings, they must
call similar meetings now to dis=
cuss how to make Poland advance;

to discuss the problems which stem

from private property and the need

for its gradual elimination, and the
need also for the intervention of the
workers' movement and the masses

in - the control of the economy."

These are ‘necessary measures to‘fp‘*,
affirm the present ¢learances be-

cause they mean removing the bases

of support of the corruptmﬁ of thef;’:‘:[
bureaucratu: apparatus. . o '

Hence the type of communes which
they made, and the particular form
which they took,

One - of the . most . significant
aspects of the Chinese revolutionary
process was when Lin Paio and
Chou en Lai made, at the same
moment, speeches which were com~
pletely opposed. Mao was in the
middle of the two, which showsd
the weakness of the leadership.
Chou en Lai posed that the Univer—
sity had to be concerned with the
University, with the factory and the
army with military affairs; and
politics should not enter into any
of these areas. But Lin Paio posed
that, in order to be a good soldier,
it was necessary to be a good
Communist, and the good Communist
had to live politically., ~He was
correct, including the fact that in
the University sixty percent of the
“students must be workers, paid by

the state to study. AIll this was
liguidated afterwards by - Deng
Riao Ping.

There were things in the Cultural
Revolution which were not correct:
for example, when the teacher was
sent to work like the students. |
posed at that moment that | was not
in agreement with this function,
because insofar -as the necessily
existed to pass from capitalism fo
Socialism, it was necessary to be

dedicated to the task of the leader~

ship, and if the teacher dedicated
time to manual work he would not
What happens
is that he has to be a leader with

have time to think,

revolutionary thought , and then he“"‘
does what is necessary. S

In the army it was different and'
simpler, because the reforms which
theymadealfowed them to.remove all
solemnity from the ranks, and the

ranks simply meant the knowledge
and that person has to lead in case

of war, Ina period when there are
no hostilities, the soldiers live the
usual life of the population. All
this has been liquidated through the
present policy of  the . Chinese
leadership - which means a very
great retreat,  This is part of the

discussion which will arise again

in a short time in China.

J. POSADAS  27.3.81

(1) ‘Republica’: ltalian daily paper
aimed at a petit bourgeois public
and with anti~Soviet positions.

The masses
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. ~:“}The II‘ISh elections and the need for the

| perspective of the socialist unif; ication
of Britain and Ireland

The . sudden collapse of the
Fitzgerald’s  Fine Gael/Labour
government and the complete failure
to form any government after the
neral election in the Irish Re-
ublic are expressions of the fotal
risis of the world capitalist system.
he Irish ‘Republic is the smallest
and weakest of the European capi-
talist countries and suffers corres~
dingly in - the present vicious

el of mterwcapltahst competition

~but iis crisis is that of the whole
‘ ‘ap;tahst system.‘ This crisis is
articularly acute - with 12%
nemployment, 23% inflation and a~
national debt of 10,000 million
tish  Pounds, ‘because the lish
te is not reany viable from any
 point of view. The level of politi~
cal, economic and social crisis of.

he lnsh State underlines the fact

| profound blow to the policy of
imperialism, which is -
inasmuch as it has -any coherent
to try fo integrate the |rish
info. NATO. and  the

: It is to this end
| that British imperialism is openly

E ditching Paisley and a whole seclor

| of the ‘Unionists’,

‘government.

| The revealing of the scandal at the

"that for*lre‘land (26 of 32 counties)

there is no national solution for its

“problems,  Of ceurse, some sort of |

government will be put together,
and probably with Fianna Fail in
control, but whatever form of
government appears it will continue
to be completely unstable, There is
for example, already deep division
in Fianna Fail, which at a later
stage could lead to a split, and
certainly doesn’t ‘make for stable

result of the general election comes

from the fact that neither of the two |

main. bourgeois parties has any
perspective or solution.. The solu-

tion to the problems faced by the |
Irish masses has to be a Socialist |

solution and in the context of the
whole of the British Isles.

The fall  of Fatzgerald

- | Britain where, more and more, the
superiority of the ‘Workers States‘

IRISH WORKERS IN MASSIVE DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST CAPITALISM
1 ?’Rioa TO THE RECENT ELECTIONS.

Kincora Boys Home, in the six

counties, involving ‘Unionist” and
Orange Order sectors, ‘after twenty
or thirty vears is'a ‘Water—~
gate’ against these sectors. Affer
all, this could have been made pub-
{ic at any time in the period of years
in which - British imperialism  has
had direct and absolute control
over the six count:es of Nsrthem
lreland

Turnto page 2

In fact, the indecisive ¢

1§ foundly than in the ‘past,

THE COLLAPSE OF THE CAP!TALIST CONCEPTION OF LIFE
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I‘Im pmyress of Me ¢ abaar left

requires a more conswa‘wt
palllmal Iife ‘

The process of pohhcai revoiu—»
tlon in Poland and the consequent

"need to deepen the discussion on
~,how to e!evate the Workers State it

~head~of the trade uni

‘strates the continua

~{ policy of eliminating sectors whose
particular interests do not coincide

with the need of the Sowet Union to

finish with elements conciliatory

with capitalism ;abmaﬁ andpef~

‘petuating bureaucratic abuse at

home. The basis for a historic re-
appraisal -of the' development of the
Soviet Union is being laid, for the

“understanding of Stalinism and its

decline, in the Workers States, Al

1§ this _is _an immense progress and

tends to elevate the security of all
the world vanguard, not least in

and * the lunacy “of capitalism is
being understood much more pro~
; Poland
means progress. All that Yankee
imperialism is' capable of doing is
menacing the masses of El Salvador
who are struggling for liberation
and Socialism. - The. fact ‘that the
Yanks are afraid to intervene direc~
tly is because they fear the sirength
of the Soviet Union abroad and the
opposition of their own masses at
home.

“The ‘Thatcher government has
failed because it lacks the social

‘strength and ‘the historic conditions
‘to impose its policies,

It wanted
10 smash the working class and
somehow ‘produce ‘an economic mir-
acle. ~But objective reality allows
no space for-such fantastic notions.

Capitalism  has cerfainly led: to
millions of unemployed and dealt

savage blows at the population, but
d socuaHy.;
: ,

| smps. At the same tzme the p

cess of change to the Left in the
Labour Party is inexorable. Right-
est MPs like Mulley are thrown out
and such is the force of the process
that Healey atlacks the Yanks over
El Salvador and has no interest in
creating - problems over ~ Poland,

There are many examples of the

‘progress in the Labour Party. ~The

fact that the  NEC 'supported the

ASLEF strike, that Benn intervened

to-support the demenstratmns of the

_young unemployed, the type of dis~

cussion. over ‘the - London fares
crisis — such that now the London
transport. unions -are preparing a
struggle to impose low fares - all

this shows the growing power of the

Left. But what is still missing is
the  deeper and . continuous dis~
cussion of fundamental problems of
the workers movement, nationally
and internationally. This, in itself,
is not surprising because the history
of the Labour Party has been one of
accommodation to “the norms of
capitalist thinking and behaviour,
reacting to events within the struc—
ture- of impression and pragmatism.
But-now the Left has to develop a
functioning -~ which - consistently
discusses what is happening.in the
world and at home and developing a
consistent response, because the
perspective is social transforma~
tions,  not acsommodation with
capstahsm.

Thus theﬁ

For example, it is clear that a

British :mpenahsm is

1lto : mcorporate
into NAT ;

IV International Publicluom

1V, lntomatrons’ Publiutiom

ery important process is developmg; L
“indrelands

problems in :so%atmn = basxtaﬂy ‘
anothet capatahst proposxtxon. To
resolve these problems means a

of dis ssion and pubhcatxon, Thas :
apphes to all other problems such
as Poland, the role of the USSR,
so-called eurocommumsm etc.: ;

This means a discussion of a world -

out!ook -a- discussion of method,
and it means an uninhibited d;s—»
cussion of Marxism, Theoretioal
clarity is not a luxury but a neces— -
sity because the  construction of
Socialism. cannot be conducted as

was the construction-of capitalism: =
that is, empirically and blindly. -it-
requires the co-—ordination ‘of the

fined objectives, contmuously dis—~
cussed

A continuoue life gives security
and generates initiatives. ,
it-the Parly oscitlates from moments

‘of intervention to long periods of

inertia. Thel discussion of extra—
parliame ntary activity is approach-
ing the depth of these issues and
needs to be extended. At 'the same
time, such

actmty - to be consistent .

requires consistency and profundzty G

in political life. The conditions for
tms are favourable in a way ‘that

mmpago4

V!CTORY TO THE MASSES OF EL SALVADOR'

popirlation -through -ideas -and de~ -

Without S

extra~ p‘amamentafy‘ o




THE FINAL STAGE OF CAPITALISM AND THE COLLAPSE OF

THE CAPITALIST CONCEPTION OF LIFE

In NATO they are discussing
about an agreement that no power
should have atomic amms in orbit,
When such a discussion occurs, it
is because they know that fthe
Soviets have them. The quality and
capacity of the Soviets is that they
can amm and disarm space apparatus,
that they can transform equipment
with atomic arms which can des~
cend on the territory of the United
States in a few minutes. The reply
which the Soviets have given to the
Yanks has frightened them: ‘You
must realise that we are not going
to permit a military superiority of
the West.

The Soviets have a whole system
prepared for war, but it is accom—~
panied with support to the social
development of the revelution.
Thus, every button which they press
is part of the progress of history;
that is to say, they are the weapons
of progress which are seeking
application. This is paralysing the
Yanks who have no initiative nor
can they as regards the Soviets.Whal
initiatives are they going to have
if they know that the war is coming
and that they are going to disappear?
The French bourgeoisie and the
government (referring to the govern—
ment of Giscard d'Estaing)
are alerted on this because they see
that the Soviets have powerful arms
capable of making them disappear.

The Yanks have constructed
anti—nuclear refuges and bunkers
‘e anti-nuclear refuges are
necessary to protect themselves,

but capitalism seeks to utilise them ~:has. increas
tific, cultural and social develop~

with the mentahty to seek to con-
tinue living after the war has
finished. It is all mad schizo-
phrenic. The objective is to defend
private property to continue living.
They believe that they are going to
continue dominating the country
from the sheiters. But, once there
1in the bunkers, the capacity, accep~
tance and authority of the Yankee
leadership to give orders is termi-
nated, They seée what happened to
the Germans in the second world
war. Part of their defeat began in
the ‘siege -of Moscow’, where the
soldiers and officers saw that they.
received orders without sense or
notion.
army began there. The questioning
of the central authority was the
form in which the disintegration of
the army began to be expressed,
because they saw that there was no
objectives, capacity or perspectives.

In North America, with the fall
of tem skyscrapers, New York,
Washington and the rest of the
important cities are finished. The
skyscrapers are anti-human. At a
certain height, the air becomes rarer
and the greater the increase in
height the more the ability and
quality of living diminishes, both
from the standpoint of health and of
human relations. Those who live
in the skyscrapers live apart from
the world, a fictional life apart.
The existence of the skyscrapers
is the product of the organisation of
the capitalist system. Competition
and the drive for profit, and the
relation of life which this system
gives, determines what they con-

The debacle of the Nazi.

-ticians.

necessary; it's a lie that there is

no space sufficient for people to

live by, there is physical space
sufficient for a hundred times more
than at present.

In 1952 | had the opportunity to
read the recommendations made by
the atomic centre of the United
‘States fo the Mexican army in- case
of atomic war. It proposed that in
case of war it was necessary fo
close the ports, have aspirins

available to calm the nerves, not to.

be near garages, and go immediately
to an atomic shelter. And, in case
of very urgent necessity, it was
necessary to resort to the most
available doctor.

Capitalism did not foresee, did
not expect that the process was
going to reach such a level before
its existence was terminated, that
it would be submitted to the Workers
State. They did not expect this,
because they do not have a notion of
history but continue believing that
they are going to frighten people if
they say, ‘Look what they are doing
in Poland, in China’. They believe
that the events that are occurring in
Poland are the demonstration of the
impotence of the Workers State.
They are incapable of seeing that
what the United States was doing
sixtythree years ago is the same as
it is doing today — the same misery,
the same crimes, and the same

‘barbarism. But sixtythree years ago

in the USSR there were crimes and
poverty, and today not only is there
‘no poverty or crime but the USSR
has increased its economic, scien-

ment. ~ The capitalisis have 1o
notion of this. It is not because
they are not concerned with looking

‘and seeing what is happening, but

they do not look too deeply because
they are afraid of what is happening.

The example of what capitalism
amounts to can be seen in the
assassin Haig, who makes
declarations that are all threats.
They put him first to see what
effect his declarations have. He
delivers the blows, the button re~
calls him, and then they stop and

“contain him. The present policy of

the Yankee government is neither
of Reagan or Haig; it's not they
who make the policy. It is the top
financial circles who settle the
policy to follow. Neither Reagan
nor Haig can do anything important
without first consulting these sec~
tors. The high finance sector,
which is the war sector, has a very
great internal opposition. s five
times that Reagan has had to say
that they are studying whether to
sell wheat to the USSR, But it
means that the USSR now does not
say that it wants to go back to buy.
It has other sellers, including
Canada, Argentina, and Australia,

Capitalism cannot have theore-
ticians to provide capitalism with
solutions. It. has fair-ground
charlatans like Kissinger, but they
cannot have anything else. There
is no room for them fo have theore—
If capitalism had a theore—
fician it would mean that there is
someone who thinks, and if he

struct.  The skyscrapers are not

e

thinks he shoots himself and the
whole capitalist regime goes over
to the Soviets. The capitalist re~
gime in this stage cannot have any~
one who recommends a solution to
save them, because there is no
solution. Capitalism has no soluy~
tion or salvation, and so it has to
seek {0 centre the world attention
on the evenis of Poland

In the physical and mental
structure of the big capitalist layers
there is a process of preparation of
heart failure or another new iliness
expressed in the form of a heart
attack, but whose origin is new.
It is a psychic process which is a
form of fear. But fear of someone
who sees thal a whole conception
of life is crumbling, because the
capitalist cannot conceive that he
is not the one giving the orders.
He has wmillions and millions of
dollars and does not need them; he
has them to make investments.
This structure in his head is such
that, if a million is missing, for
him it is a disaster.

Thie conception has created a
structure in the human organism
and, above all, in the nervous and
cerebral system.  The present
situation produces in the capitalists
a series of sensations which move
through the fibres and which pro-
duce something superior to fear.
it is not the usual fear, but that of
someone who sees that life is
ceasing; without ceasing to see,

“breathe, looking, life is ceasing.

For -example, . Rockefeiler ~has’
millions and millions of dollars,

and who needs all this? What does

he do with -all this...investing,
investing? «

For this, it is very important
that throughout the world there is

an immense number of sons of the
very rich bourgeoisie who go over
to the camp of the revolution and,
although not revolutionaries, support
the revolution. Even sectors of
reactionary origin see that the
situation as it is now cannot con-
tinue. They see that the most
backward peoples of histery rise up
and progress.

The capitalisis cannot create
fogical thought in accordance with
the necessity of life. Their life is
outside the life of a hundred per
cent of humanity. Thus their
thoughts are outside life. Capita~
lism lives more and more cycles of
recession and is beleaguered by
history. In the United States Carter
did not succeed in organising a
demonstration in his favour; the
only demonstrations have been
against. This situation liquidates
them psychologically, and the
psychological effect is aimed at the
nervous system. This creates a
tremendous complex of insecurily
in life and they are afraid,

The Soviets speak with securily
and say, ‘You must realise that we
will never permit a military superio—
rity in the West’. This is aimed at
France, Britain and Japan. The
capitalists cannot resolve the
problems which they - had before
among themselves. But the Soviets
can resolve their problems,and di~
vergences with the Chinese and

the problem that the behavmur of

the Chinese leadership poses. are

‘more damaging to the masses than
the consequences for them of intei~

capitalist competition. - But “the

pollcy of the Chinese leadershlp
does not affect in any way the pro-

cess of the continuation of the
revolution. Itaffectsitin ~ rhythm

28th March 1981.
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and in stages, but not in the ob-
jective of development.

Capitalism cannot understand
that this is a stage of transformation
of an historic situation. The capi~
talists do not see that the regimes
of property are circumstances of
history They can
last many years but are circum~
stantial in history, not from bio—

logical but from human
determinations. The difference
with the earth is that the plants

and the animals do not intervene fo
modify, but human beings work and
intervene consciously - although,
in general, the capitalists work,
answering to zoclogy because they
are brutes.

| would be happy to .
present a piece of theatre with a
type of dance showing what is
happening in the minds of the capi~
talists. For them, life is falling
and this is the sensation they have.'
it the capitalists do not have or
accumulate millions, they die. An
example of this is the stock ex~
change which Marx already called
in his epoch the ‘lunatic exchange’.

~ Inter—capitalist  contradictions:
are intensifying and European
capitalism sees that it does not
determine, but only: the Yanks.

The fear which Germany and France o

have, followed by Britain, Holland,
Belgium, Sweden and Norway, is
that they know that in the next war

‘they will be the first to be elimina-

ted.  For capttahsm, it is a.con~
ception of life which is ending. -
People like those of El Salvador

who have nothing rise up and say,
‘Get out. We want to construct a
Socialist society’. This disinte~

grates all of them. B

J. POSADAS  28.3.1981 e

Ireland from pagel

It is clear that the provisional
Sinn Fein did not gain as many
votes as it did in the previous
general election in the lrish Re-
pubiic.  However, Fianna Fail
gained an increase of 2% in first
preference voles. Obviously, a
secior of the base of Fianna Fail
- who previously voted for the
Provisionals - voted tactically,
preferring to vote Fianna Fail on
this occasion in order to prevent
a return of Fitzgerald — who had an
ultra capitalist programme - to
government. Anyway, the fact that
the Provisional Sinn Fein is turning
from purely military action to poli~
tical activity is far more important
than the number of votes gained in
this particular election. The inter-
vention of McAliskey was also
important. This turn towards peli-
tical activity means an inevitable
elevation of programme and policy
above the purely military, nationa-
list ~and anti-imperialist plane.

The Sinn Fein/the Workers Parly
(Officials) also gained three seats
in the Dail and are seeking a Left
alliance, with appeals to the base
of the Labour Party which is itself
in revolt against the Fine Gael
alliance. Certainly, with the col-
lapse of any national bourgeois

perspective which the world con~
frontation of capitalism and the
Workers States makes impossible,
the conditions exist for an alliance
of the forces of progress in the Irish
Republic; for an alliance of the Left
of Fianna Failthe Provisionals and
‘Official’ Sinn Fein, the Left of
the Labouwr Parly and the trade
unions — on the basis of a pro-
gramme for the nationalisation under
workers control of major industry,
the nationalisation of the large land
holdings and the collectivisation of
the small farmers, the withdrawal of
British troops from Northern lreland
and the repudiation of NATO. Itis
important, in this context, to recall
that the mobilisation of the trade

unions against the policies of
Fitzgerald were an imporfant factor
in his collapse.

All the political interventions
show the search for a new way for
Ireland, combining the defeat of im~
perialism with the need for social

transformations. At the same time
all the forces at work in Ireland
have to recognise there is no
‘ireland alone’ solution. The
struggle for the unification of Ire-
land and Socialism in lreland is
part of the struggle to liquidate
British Imperialism, which means a

United Front with the British
masses and the elevation of the
relationship with the Labour Left.

The courage and militancy of the
Irish masses in the anti-imperialist
struggle is legendary and has a
world influence, but lreland is not
the centre. Clearly, on a world
scale, it is the Workers States which
are the determining centre, but in
the context of the British Isles the
centre is the proletariat and the
Labour masses in mainland Britain.
The Labour Left is advancing, not
feast in its support for the anti-
imperialist struggle in ireland, but
it tends to be submitted to the
methods and perspective of the
Irish movement which are of a
previous historic period, or to the
idea of building a ‘Labour Parly’ in
the six counties in the image of the
British Labour Party. The Labour
Left is beginning to question ‘the
parliamentary road to Socialism’
and it now has to consider the
process in the British Isles as a
unity. It has to appeal to the
movement in irelapd, discuss with

it, on the basis of its own pro~
gramme of nationalisations — under
workers’ control — and, at the same
time, pose the perspective of a
United Socialist British Isles.

VIVA THE GENERAL STRIKE IN PORTUGAL!
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The historic advance of the USSR, goes against the

backwardness of the

leadership

The recent meeting of the Central
Committee of the ltalian Communist
Party, which elaborated a political
line of ‘not recognising the USSR
and the ‘Eastern bloc’ as the model
to Communism’ and of ‘seeking a
road between social democracy and
Socialism as it exists’, is not
bringing anything new to the fore,
It is the bourgecis press that high-
lights these positions which have
existed for a long time in the PCI
and which imperialism uses to stem
the rise of secure and firm ideas in
the developing Left in the world
Socialist and Communist move-
ment. - However, the extent to which
imperialism feels the need to use
this goes to show the depth of iis
crisis, its lack of ideas and capa-
city to impede the radicalisation
that is taking place, particularly in
such- parties as the. Labour Party,
" The Labour Left gets its education
_in the school of Poland - where
the Right wing Communists and
bureaucrats are being got rid of -
in the school of the USSR — which
supports progress in the world -
~and .in the school of the most ad-
vanced Communist parties which -
like the French CP - leain to make
a united front with Socialists without
abandoning their principles for the
nationalised and planned economy,
and, indeed, make a rectification at
the same time of their previous

~emors. The world balance of forces
- Wwith the Soviet Union in its centre

~ -decides the progress of the Labour
~'Left, and not the Chinese leader~

 'ship or the backward and concilia—
. tory ‘Communist leaderships.,

. The positions of the Italian
Communist: Parly aren’t homogene~
ous and result from various ten~-
dencies, all united among them=-
setves by Italian nationalism,
‘Italianism’, as Posadas has put it .

© _As imperialism obviously prepares

for war and instals bases all over
© Mtaly and Sicily with the agreement
- of the various Socialist leaders who
have no mass support at all - as
the Right wing Christian Democrats

the Socialist leaders and bourge~
oisie’ become increasingly associa~
ted with war policy — in spite of
their internal and quite rabid
disputes ~ and the Italian Com-
- munist Party starts losing a sector
to the Right. In other circumstances
imperialism would have used the
lack of anti-capitalism of the CP
to smash if to bits. The only rea~
son why this is not happening is
due to the world balance of forces,
in which the Soviet Union and the

Workers States have the itiative
and support in the world and im—

pedes imperialism and capitalism
from smashing all the weak and
feeble workers' leaderships, The
{talian Communist leaders ~ like the
trade wunion bureaucracy - profit
from this world balance of forces
and make use of it, constantly
attacking the very source of their
strength.  However, historically,
this will be short~lived because, if
the italian workers remain in the
ICP, it is because they are pre—
paring for a Communist solution in
italy and not because they support
these leaders, The recent regional
ICP Congress in Sicily where they
did not dare to discuss Poland, or
the polemic between the USSR and
the ICP, shows that the resolutions
of the Central Committee have little
weight politically in the face of a
very solid and pure pro-Soviet
vanguard, which has the support of
the mass of the workers; whilst
resolutions from above have only a
support in an apparatus that will
not survive the coming onslaught of
the class struggle. The Communist
‘leaders have little idea of the im-
portance of the USSR, but the
Communist vanguard has, and will
show it ~when the ‘time comes.

The. criticisms of the USSR
levelled against the ICP are gener~
ally correct and necessary. Indeed,

~the.. posmon of a ldack of antz-»

;camtahsm m “front of NATO the

an !tahan natnonal standpomt and ’

the abstract goal of ‘democracy’
and ‘liberty’ in Socialism, lead the
iCP to equate the USSR with the
USA, -to- qualify them as ‘blocs’,
and to hide their own fear of the
anti~capitalist struggle behind a
criticism of the USSR. It is quite
unacceptable, for example, that the
italian Communist leadership has
paid no heed {o the unanimous and
very deep understanding of the
Communist base over the events in
Poland, which lead the workers of
ftaly to support the USSR and a
possible intervention of the USSR
in Poland. Indeed, even factories
sent resolufions to the Central
Committee, but the CC never “re—

ceived” them, Instead, it listened
to the desperate campaign of world
imperialism, which was motivated
by the latter’s incapacity to inter-
vene itself as much as it would
have liked in Poland, The fury of
imperialism over Poland comes from
the fact that it could do nothing to
protect the bureaucrats (like the

Italian Communist Party

Polish Ambassador to the US) who
have been removed, and are still
being removed by the Polish army,

The ICP leadership has been
blind to all this, because its lack of
anti-icapitalist will leads it to
conciliate with bourgeois opinion,
and a sector of the ICP is purely
and simply aligned with capitalism,
The result is that the ICP never
mentions the imperialist bases in
ltaly, it does not draw conclusions

from the attendance of the Commu~
unist vanguard at Longo’s funeral,
it does not understand the maturity
of the italian Communist base.
However, the fact that the USSR is
now making criticisms and analyses
will tend to rectify the 1CP, will
bring out the best elements, and
will help a selection -~ as in
France ~ whereby the worst intel-
lectual and technician sector of
capitalism in the Party will be cast
aside, Aleady there is a differ~
entiation which will prove very
important, and the intervention of

the Soviets is fundamental in this.

The Soviet comrades must recall,
however, that it is the responsibility
of Stalin if such a nationalism has
entered and flourished in a Commu~
nist Party of such importance,
They- must explain that the USSR
has changed and that, foday, it is
system against system and that the

USSR is making more profound-and

sweeping changes -in - the f{rade
nions and Commumst Party, more
even than in Poland: itself.” This

able to po int to the USSR as the

way forward without.any doubt, and |

intervene o help the more thought-
ful and Communist sector in the
Jeadership, such as Berlinguer and
a good many others. -

A lot of what  Berlinguer
says is determined by the necessity
- as he sees it ~ to keep the Party
unified, However, in the process
that led to the Soviet’s criticisms,
Berlinguer has shown that he was
sensitive to the discussion and that
he did not want the Soviets to close
the discussion., He is saying, in so
many words, that the Soviets have
to argue, and this is because in the
argumentation the sector that he
represents will be able to make
some advance and to convince
Centrist tendencies which can be
won. Beyond afl the declarations
of the ICP there is the fear of the
struggle, for which they are not
prepared, and confidence has to be
given to them, included in the
leadership,

The advance of Socialist
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ON THE CONCEPTION OF THE
ITALIAN TRADE UNION
LEADERSHIP J. POSADAS

The present position of the The Italian trade union
ftalian trade union leadership leadership ignores all the ex—
is opposed quite erroneously to periences of history which show
the working class when they that to develop the economy of
propose to give priority not to the country so that there are no
wages but to employment and unemployed, it is necessary to
productivity, and they discuss stalily, to plan and to exercise
allowing an increase in the control by the workers movement;
building workers wage to stim— and in control let the factories
uiate what they call ‘profession- intervene, not the bureaucrats
alism’. They begin by discuss— who are appointed and who think
ing how to protect industry and with a capitalist, not a Com—
thus the base of the interpreta~ munist, mentality. The way of
tion is: first industry, afterwards Pposing the problem of the Italian
wages and life, and finally the economy by the union leadership
earthquake. This is the concept is absurd. It is a thought which
of the trade union leadership tends to defend private property,
and they propose it as a pressure the competition of Italian capi-
on the working class to increase talism with the rest of the
production and accentuate, as a world.  This is the concem
consequence, relations in work which arises from the proposal
on the basis of greater capacity ©of the leadership. They are not
and more work. concemed with the needs of the

masses of the world, including

But what must be considerey the ltalian masses. There is
in this stage in which there is a 90ing to be a very great reaction
very elevated technology and ©f the workers against thls
even though it may not be avai— leadership.
lable, are the needs of the
population. The life of the
workers is not the essential all sorts like those of the Cal—
aspect in the reasoning of the {tagirone Brothers (brothers who
trade union leadership; what appropriated several thousand
matters to the latter is to save miilions of lira from the Italian
industry. This is the conception state in association with the

- When there are scandals of

. of the trade union leadership government of the time), it is

under the influence of capitalism. because putrefattion now domi-
Hence their concern with Afgha— nates everything. That is to
nistan and Poland, and they say, there is no perspective in
exert a pressure. so  that the the development of competition

Italian  workers _adapt them- .

Thus their base of interpretation
of wages is  not determined
through the need, the capacity
of the workers through the world .
relation of forces or through the -
necessity of Socialist progress
within capitalism, but through

the concern on how to maintain .

industry. This is the criterion
of the lItalian trade union lea—
dership. It is a thought which

is within the area of the capi~
talist system, not of the workers
movement, because in this case
it would have been a mistake.
in the case of the trade union
leadership it’s not a question of
a mistake, but of conception.

and thus capitalism rots. When

_selves to the needs of capitalism. ‘dtd 'the great expressions. of
‘way, the italian CP base will be |

_crisis of capitalism -appear in
the United States? . When_ they
killed - Kennedy!
economtc crisis in its present
~form did not exist, but basically
it had already begun. The rest
followed.

. When there are scandals like
that of the Caltagirone, it’s
because capitalism is now ex—
hausted and the trade union -
leadership proposes to save the
country by modifying capitalism;
but there is no modification
which can save it. Capitalism
cannot make concessions any
more. This is the basis of all
the so-called scandals.

The trade unions must dis—

- cuss the crisis of capitalism,

I¥'s not possible to discuss
wages in the abstract. There is
a process of permanent unem-—
ployment. How to meet this?
To say to capitalism that it
must provide work? What if
capitalism cannot compete with
the others if it provides work?
That is so from the capitalist
point of view: if there were a
state take—over amd production
were organised for the popula—
tion, industry can compete with
any one because then production
is not a function of profit to
reproduce the accumulation of
capital but a function of the
needs of the population. It is a
lie that the accumulation of
capitalism is the element which
promotes the development of the
country; any people shows this
such as Nicaragua.

The present leadership discuss—
es the crisis of the terrorists,
discusses against the autono—
mous unions; but they do not
discuss that capitalism is ex-—
hausted. The ‘cassa integra—
zione’ is increasing more and
more (ltalian equivalent to un~—

.employment security, in part

paid by the state, in part paid by
the factory), and who pays it?
It is the people which pay it.
The boss pays a part, but after—
wards puts up the price and so
finally pays nothing. Moreover,

there are many ways of increa—
sing profit. We appeal to the
workers movement, to the trade
unions, to the workers parties,
to discuss the crisis of capi—
talism publically.

J. POSADAS 21.12.80
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tions with the USSR, o

POLAND ACCELERA TES THE PROCESS OF
POLITICAL RE VOLUTION IN CHINA

It 13 clear that @ process of re—

orientatlon of the Chinese. lsader—
~ ship is taking place. It is only a
‘beginning, but a very, very profound.
process ‘is “occurring in - China —
' .a process towards political revolu~
tion which will tend to bring China .
‘more ‘and “more within ‘the overall
process of . political revolution
‘occumng in all the Workers Statess
Under whatever spec:ftc auspices or

..+ conditions, Deng Xiao Ping does '
. not enjoy the -authority within the .
" apparatus, -or-a sector of the app=.

aratus, which -he once dids . His
reign is enci:ng, and none “too ‘soon
because, ‘as Posadas po:nted cut,.
his leadershfp with the team around

him has been an unrelieved disaster,

This = counter—revolutionary
leadership has not succeeded inone

of its objectives. It sought to.con— "
“tain the Soviet Union = total failures.
It: sought to. develop an ‘alliance
“as’ the original - Polish Communist
Party was wiped out by Stalin, -and

with the centre of world imperialism,
the ‘United States, to do 'this! and

" _now itis clear that Yankee imperia—
“lished. in 1942 with no. Bolshevik
- tradition = which does not function

lism has no belief in the future of
the counter-revolutionary cllque in

" China, -and sees no point in nego—

“tiation over Taiwan. All the steps
of support to the counter——revo]ution :

- — whether in Chile or Iran — have
o immeasurable .
A ‘progress of the world revolution and -
. nothing

faited 1o stop the

_inevitably the over=riding strength

of the world process; led by the

. Soviet- Union, has meant that ever

for the stoneheao‘s in ‘the Chmese];

= kieadership they cannot continue
S asbeforea‘ : oo

; fanstzonanes, managers and
_union bureaucratss

wind, that it cannot continue -as

_before. Hence the talk of negot:a-‘_

The Sowet Ieadership for some
time has ‘modified its attitude to—
wards the Chmese leadership, ‘not
iin. the sense of overiookmg Its
- rotten policies but not -engaging in

mass:ve retal:atory poiemlcs on

_prablem - for. "which ;
“ideally equipped. On the other hand

y rejection of r

super»—powensm etcs It hopes and
‘expects the removal of this leader—

“ship and the triumph of a pro—Soviet:
« wing without  too” much - upheaval.
“Qfficial -Soviet publications. still

attack  the . whole  phenomenon . of
‘Maocism..in_a .crude way, without
being able 1o go to the roots of the
they “are not

‘they have tried to’ enter into dis—
cussions - and -not to- deepen the
ditferences .~ in the same way that
_they have .persisted in trying to
discuss with: the Albanian- leader—
$hips The example of the Soviet
‘attitude over Poland will also welgh
in China. ~The fact that the Soviet
‘Union-is quite prepared to. accept

-the independence of the trade unions
- from - the.  state .apparatus. and is

‘enthusiastic: over the need to. de—
velop a different kind of Communist
Party .. —. strictiy speaking, the
PWUP was not a Communist Party

the new organisation was estab—

with bureaucrstic and  careerist
interests, but on the basis of
‘Marxism—Leninisme: :

~On ~thexspecifio issue of Poland,

the.. Chinese . officially- -have had
fo 'say, -and unofficially.
there are reports that a whole sector
~ has_supported with documents the

interventlon of the Polish army
and analysed the problems of Poland

as bemg due to a corrupt bureau—.
- This: represents a funda~—

Crac’y::
mental ooilision with all the Right—
ist sectors m Party and govemment‘

o kdevelop ; k
and with a Party fused'in d:scussion 1
wi th the populat:on.

munist movement but, dt the same

! time, the pos:tzons of the CPSU on

thls :ssue were not repressed,

It is qu‘lte' clear ;that tnepresent
leadership in China s transhory

and does .not represent the weight

of the internat pressures,. - There is

an attempt.. 1o accommodate

into problems. Attacks on bourgeois
ideology  “have been . -accompanied

w:th wamings agamst sectors who'

Yel 'smg the Sowet

Union as leader of the world Com—
The Chinese

 masses, Party and army see all this
. and the present Chinese leadership
“ realises that it has to fack with the -

to-
changes, without going too deeply

seek to go outside the . orbit of
Socialism and get away from Party
leadership, -and those whose con—
nections . with . foreign . commerce

“fed them into corruption,

Poland and China have similari—
‘tfes. - The previous. experiences and
traditions are not exactly the same,
‘but the effects of Jack of political
-litfe, a distorted conception of Mar—
xism and ‘the development of: ten—
dencies. ~more precccupled. with

cindividual’  material interests “than
with the objective progress of the
Workers: State to -satisty .the: needs
of ~everycne, ‘means. -that quite an
explosion. is . to be  expected 'in
Chinae.. -~ .The. game  ofcamarilla
politics tends to reach its limits
when the whole historic process of
confrontation . beitween  competing

-social systems — capitalism versus

collective ownership. — diminishes
the margins for all forms of nationa—
lism, _localism and regionalism.
The weight of particular. Interests
‘diminishes, the weight of cenfra—
fisation ~in- the ' Workers = State
increases. - Thus the role of the
Soviet Union augments and augments
and - -the - leadership
obliged-to ‘feel this; even if some
sectors only - feel it on the basis

“that their own poi:c:es -have led
‘nownere and that China cannot be

great’ by herself.

~ Constantly there is the need for

a more elevated intervention by the
Soviet Union to. welgh within China,
to raise the issue of extended
development . withm
proposing plans of mutuaiiy ‘bene~
“ficial economic co—-operation (totally

. superior ‘10 the mad k schemes de=
,’,veloped with ~worldj imperiaiism). b

it'is necessary to draw upon: not

“only the texts of the  classical
Marxists, of Lenin on 'State and |
Revolution's for example, and his |
‘famous Intervention on trade unions;
but.on .the .most recent texis. of
wh:ch enter into .great
depth on the probiems of the inter—.
national Communist movement, the *

Posadas,

s;gnihcance of the .decline and fall
of Stai:nism, and the new stage In
‘the progress. of humamty towards
Sooraiisma : : :

THE FUNC T/ON/NG OF THE LAWAND THE POLICE EN TER INTO
GROWING CONFLIC T W/TH THE NEED FOR SOC/AL

‘ TRANSFORMA TIONS

The mcreasing incepac:ty -of

) capitahsm to respond to the needs
. -of social progress emerges In’ every
“aspect of its functioning. ~ Splits
“and fissures appear in the capitalist
~class and its authority steadily
: dlmmishes. The central institutions
of capitai:sm o tne armed forces,
the poltoeand thelegai system . —
enter more and more into collision
with the necessities of the progress
: of soc:ety. ‘Moreover, as the crisis
‘ deepens, the fictions of capltei:st
: isociez‘y dan no Ionger be sustamed.

 The idea that the legal system can

T“aiways be ad;usted to the needs of
‘soc:al change and stands above
soc:ety as a golden- mean, as an

arbiter standing above the classes
= like ‘the. monarchy = all ‘this -
e g kAR

collides more and more with reality.’

This is similarly ‘with the police.

Recently, there has been a spate of.

cases Which show this crisis ‘and
the inability of capitalism to con-
tain: -Its  own " contradictions.

The crisis’ over the ‘fares' in—
creases for London Transport has
‘brought out the class character of

legal formulations and, at the same

time, accelerates the need for a
reorientation of the Labour Party

in opposition to' the repression of -

the population carried out by the
‘capitahst systems Capitalism tries
to re-essert its - lost authority
through the Iegat system by taking
advantage of tne lack of preparation
of the Labour Partys To outlaw an

electoral programme as illegal has
nothing - to: - do with - democracy,
acceptance of the popuiar vote or
all the usual norms -of the demo—
cratic  system the capitalists. are

always. braying about. ~ To take
such a step, to utilise the law in
such a crude way to defend the
interests of. the system is no. sign

of the sirength of the system, but

one of its weakness and incapacitys
As with everything else under capi—
talism, the transport system s in—
creasingly - disorganised, - costly

and ' does not correspond  to ‘the

needs of the population. 1t Is. a
just demand to lower the farés for
the public, ‘but to: raise the rates
cannot answer the situation as this
also weighs on' the populations

- sirable obiectives.

in.:China is

“COMECON, | tajism,

_In this respect |

Oniy the lmposition of lower fares ¥
" etc on the basis of popular mobi—
lisations which impose on central

government can’ achieve ‘such de=

are. open to the Labour Councils
who are not based on the life and
force directly of - the population?

" Only acceptance of the law! Thus

they are back where they started on’
this issues - But the lesson is that
demands which go against the sys-

tem, such as lowering fares, require

the force of the popuiation to impose
them ‘
ft is an important experience,

beoause‘ it demonstrates . to the

Labour Party that electoral gains

have to be supported by the mobi—

lisation “and discussion with the

populations ‘ L

- The. other ‘iesue -which  brings

- out the decomposition of the capi=
This
is & crime connived. at by capitalist

talist system is that of rape.

society because it is part “of its

‘conception of ‘women as inferior

and a fittmg ob;ect for violence.

Thus, many rapes are not reported :
because. humiliation s piled upon:

humiliation and then it is as likely

-the woman will fail to obtain justices

One judge, speakingkof_the rape

of ‘a_young woman, -more: or less
said that by taking a lift late at
night she had conmved at it. Capi—
“in its attitude o rape, “
_colludes with a primitive social
- concept:on of women Just as, in
‘different ways, itoonnives 2 aili
forms ef?:; anti—- "

popuiation, , This is part of the

"over—-ali struggle within capitalism
‘between those who are preoccupied

only with smashing the population

* and those who seek to modify and

make the system more supple and
diminish the ‘independence’ of the

When: the iaw‘

_ paring for the tinal encounter with
“resources “for anything else; andfjf
hence conflict between the popu—-j; o

lation and the poiioe is inevitab/‘eL . 5

flicts of capitalisms

“more ~on
interventions towards the police,

" organise’

‘the . poiice on’ television refiects
‘this Internal struggie which, poli-
tically, = has - already manifested' k
itself in the divisions m the. Con-’
servative Party and the emergence
of ‘the SDP» Sectors d:reetiy ‘anti-
cap:taiist also enter this arena.“

These crises are going to worsen

_even if they are not always visible.
= The system generates a steadzly-‘ :

decimmg social services. and comes.
more and more into conflict with the
populations + As everytnmg“ under
capitalism is dominated by pre—

‘the: Workers  States, there are no

This augments  the. mternai con—-{*
‘i‘he Scarman‘
Report showed the efforts of some
sectors of capitalism to re—organise
the character of the police.  The
Labour ‘Left has to intervene. much
these issues, deve!op

“demonstrating that the police are
not an arbiter of society but, as an
organism, acts: as-a form of sociai
¢oercion for “the sake of private
property. The Labour Left shouid
s own. pubiicattons.
intervening on issues such as that
of rape,.and. establishmg links with
sectors of ‘the popuiation e the

‘ youtn, for example — in most direct

collision ‘with. capitai:st society,

“toglve a perspective and programme

agamst the system.
requires.‘ _more ‘ ,and more,; i

' ’f:*nature of the system, and parti- capltaiism, it canno

cularly at. the central sectors of the

“ police: who seek to repress the
,issues of

\eventuaily ieadmg to the eplac
“ment of the legal structure of ¢

-Only the mterventio

iation can deside the most.
transfonning 'soc:

talism with popular tribunals to deal
with ant:~sociai behaviour. Whe

_capitalism speaks of Iew end ‘order
‘they mean ‘law and order’ ior tne

and repress:on and disorder ior the

polices - Hence the denunciation of
B b i o npopulation.k
WE SALUTE THE SUCCESS OF
THE SOV!ET LAND'NG ON VENUS
Editorial trom page 1

could not-have been possible at an

eatiier stage. - Capitalism is feeble
in.-initiatives, s ~chafter about
drafting the unemployed  into the
army and preparing ‘home guards’ to
combat the Soviets only demonstiate
that its sinister intentions lack a
social hase save among smaH
capttahst sectors,

This government has no perspec—
tives save one of ‘inflicting more
damage on the population. it is

necessary that the next process of

struggles in strikes and demon-
strations is not: only led by the
Labour Party but used as a means

10 develop closer and more perma~

nent Hinks with the population, and

to develop the discussion of the

most fundamental themes such as
the importance of the evenis ‘in
Poland. The struggle for progress
and Socialism means the peed ‘fo
prepate the way. for workefs control -

-and organs of power in factories and

workers -areas - which - sustain - a

“Labour government based on parlia—

mentary elections but are not sub»-
mitted to it.

6 3 83




The  dispute between  British
. imperialism -and the. Argentinian
government over the Malvinas Is—
lands brings out in the most demon-—
strable  form the incapacity and
1 parasitism of capitalism as.a world
¥ systeme - British imperialism has no
- right to. these islands and there is
no justification for its. policies,
The Argentinian government
confronts the massive opposition of
the masses to the policies of the
oligarchy. - ‘which are ruining the
sconomy. -The bourgeoisie them=—
selves -are anxious for changes from
a barbarous regime which has failed
to.coniain the masses or solve the
problems’ of capitalism. . Galtieri
faced directly. with - problems of
tendencies within the structure of
the .army- has used the Malvinas
Islands to deflect temporarily these
difficulties.

The Thatcher government is in
- process of going through bombastic
military. -and. naval operations . to
.assert the authority of British im—
perialism with- appropriate -quota-
tions -from Queen. Victoria. Neither
the masses of Argentina or Britain
have the slightest interest in these
manceuvres which are of interest
only to the leading cligues of their
respective countries. Capitalism as
V@ world system: is driven to these
1 expedients ‘because it is incapable

THE MALVINAS ISLANDS

{(FALKLANDS) CRISIS AND THE
INCAPACITY OF CAPITALISM

previously, and now tries to use the
situation for its own objectives —
to try to give itselt authority and
to‘ appear strong .and . capable —
whereas the history of the govern—
ment shows it to be both feeble and
stupid. 1t has failed to smash the
British masses, failed to contain
the influence of the Workers Srates
and is. now in full process of de—
composition within its own ranks,
The departure of Cérrington is
because he sees no future in the
policies -~ of  this = govemment,

Yankee imperialism is hoping to
play the role of imperialist world
feader in all this pratting apout as
conciliator and - chairman of . the
board of-assassins. French imperi—
alism wants to be seen as.important
and as.a world power supporting
another ~ world . power  against
‘inferior’ powers. It is all outside
reason-and intelligence and arises
from the inability of capitalism to
solve :its problems. - As a world
system: it cannot compete with the
Workers States,  “Its internal com—
petition is - enormously. aggravated
and -its internal disputes multiply —
Yankee imperialism tries to impose
on Japanese imperialism so that the
Japanese market s opened to Ame—
rican products, British imperialism

tries  to--impose - {ts will ‘on the
Common Market, and they all try to.
crush the “life’ out of every other
capi z‘a/ist powera

| of developing or changing society

| in a progressive manner. British
1 imperialism was most. tikely app~
| rised . of the proposed -invasion

B ’E‘Diré‘mAL s
The advance of the discussion

‘in the Labour party and the
need for mobilisations to

overthrow the government

' The present phase of the total crisis of the capitali st system
and the disintegration of its authority which is expressed in the
debacle over the Falkland Islands — as we analyse elsewhere in
this edition of Red Flag — is expressed in a more fundamental form
by the crisis of the EEC. Argentina is peripheral to the world
capitalist system, but the EEC contains the bourgeoisies with the
longest—standing itraditions and they can agree on nothing. The
antagonisms, particularly between British imperialism, France and
Germany, would have led o an inter—capitalist war long since
it it were not for the existence and growth of the Soviet Union and
the system of the Workers States. Of course, the real antagonism
which is expressed in the EEC crisis is that between the policy of
open war preparations by Yankee imperialism — supported by British
imperialism -~ and the European bourgeoisies that, for their own
survival, follow a much more conciliatory policy towards the Soviet
Union and the Workers States. Disagreement over agricultural
prices is only a surface expression of the fact that the existence of
the Soviet Union and its growth as a leadership of the world masses
has robbed the capitalist system of any possible historic perspec—
tive.

The statement of Brezhnev that the Soviet Union is wil ling to
make agreements on nuclear weapons bhut, failing that, is also pre—
pared to confront Yankee imperialism in a direct form, is not only a
warning to Yankee imperialism but designed to give confidence to
the growing movement of the masses against the war preparations of
imperialism. The fact that the criticism by the Soviet Union of the
Halian Communist Party (ICP) leadership over Poland was followed
by a virtual uprising, an enormous demonstration in Rome, of the
Italian Engineering workers, shows that the Soviet Union gave a
feadership to the Halian proletariat in its confrontation with the
policy of conciliation with capitalism followed by the leadership of
the ICP. In a less direct form the very violent and powerful actions
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~ The Permanent Revolution and

the armed struggle in El Salvador

The process ‘in Ei Salvador isa
complete expression of the world

‘balance of forces, whereby a small

people can enter the struggle for
social transformations and win, in
the face of all the encrimous military
arsenal of US imperialism and very
near to its borders, If ‘there were
not world conditions favourable to
this, if the Soviet Union and the
system of Workers States did not
exist and were nol engaged in a
constant process of advance -and
political revolution, the advance of
El Salvador would "have been
checked, then it would have been
made fo retreat and crushed. How--
gver, it is all the other way round.

Not only Nicaragua and E! Salvador
maintain themselves and advance,
but the revolutionary process now
spreads 1o Guatemala and other
countries. El-Saivador is the proof
that what happens in Poland is for
progress,

Those who see Poland as a re~
treat have no explanation of the
process in El Salvador and translate
their lack of understanding of the

significance of the Sovxet Umon‘

into contempt for the masses whom
they think are driven forward out of
despair and utter misery. Far from
this, however, the EI Salvador
masses act with the consciousness
that the removal of capitalism and
imperialism from their parf of the
world has been done before, thal it
is possible — as Cuba has shown
- and that they can count with the
world balance of forces favourable
to- them, in which the Soviet Union
is one fundamental part and the
United  States -masses another.
Sociatism is not constructed out of
despair or misery, but by conscious~
ness, programme, leadership. and

tactic. - The teacher of all these
are Cuba, Nicaragua, Grenada, the
Soviet Union etc. The masses and
children of El Salvador are driven
by consciousness, aware that they
can fight and win, because impetia—
lism cannot destroy them,

MILITARY CAPACITY IS A SOCIAL
AND POLITICAL MATTER

The so-called ‘elections’ re~
cently have no importance, for it

was a consuitatlon between 2 few

~bourgeois peop&m

thout Yankee nmbenahsm thesem

peop&e wouldn't exist. Havmg
supported - this ‘democratic’ feat,
Yankee imperialism now finds the
need to organise a government for
Bl Salvador; to do so, il needs to
set up a coalition between the
Christian Democrats who weren't
elected and the murderers of ARENA
who-are no-less than Death Squad

=108S. Thatcher, who has much to
say about the. ‘British sense of flair
and. -ability , has defended
Reagan's intervention in . those
‘elections’ as ‘the fight for freedom

Cuban masses against the Yankee blockade

and  democracy’.
democracy’ are truly shown for what
they are in capitalism: the right

‘Freedom and

for the bourgeois alwayste win,
even if by wmurdering opponents,
Much light is being cast by these
few events on the nature of the ‘one
party state and system’ of the
Workers States, which is notorious
for nol:allowing myrderers and capi-
talists to stand. Indeed; only those
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THE DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE

ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY.

The open polemic befween the
Soviets and the ltalian Communist
Party is part of a necessary dis-
cussion which must still be exten-
ded and deepened throughout the
world Communist movement. It is
not a question on the part of the
Soviets of any ‘ex-communication’
- of an anathema or of an intention
to break the ICP. It is a necessary
discussion for the life of the Com—
munist parties, because it confronts
the fundamental problems of this
stage of history, such as the
function of the USSR, the construc~
tion of Socialism and the principles
of the anti-capitalist struggle. At
the same time, it constitutes a very
rich experience both for the Com—
munist parties and the Workers
States, because the whole Commu-
nist movement is leaming from the
process of Poland and this dis-
cussion.

The bourgeois press and some
sectors of the Communist movement
who echo it want to make this dis—
cussion appear as a crisis of dis~
integration. On the contrary, it
means a progress because it indi~
cates that the Communist movement
seeks to resolve iis problems
through discussion. It is stili
superficial and, in part, answering
fo bureaucratic interests, but it is a
question of a discussion within the
revolutionary camp, whilst in the
capitalist camp differences are re~
solved through assassinations,
assaults and every type of violence
or campaign among the capitalist
summits. Morevver, the events in
. Poland have created and developed

in the Communist movement the'

necessity to discuss, and this is a
fundamental condition for the
homogenisation of the

ding the Craxis) place themselves
fo some extent as defenders of the
ICP ‘attacked’ by the Soviets, but
the principal objective of them all
is to impede the levels of this dis~
cussion whose continuation is
going to bring out more clearly that
capitalism is surpassed by history.
Capitalism seeks to divert and con~
ceal the content of the discussion
and stimulate the Communist Right

to lead the ICP to a break with the
Soviets, but it has failed. The
Soviets, on the other hand, do not
seek a break but to reinforce the
Left within the Party, and this is
against capitalism.

This discussion arises after the
events of Poland which have
brought to light the lack of theore—
tical and political preparation of the
Communist leaderships, including
the ICP. This is expressed in the
fact that the Communisis, in front
of the Polish process, instead of
investigating and seeing that the

present problems in Poland are the

product of the weakness of the
bureaucratic formation of the Wor-
kers State and its political leader~
ship, put into question the prin~
ciples on which all the experience
of the Secialist camp resis; that is
to say, the structure of the Workers
State.

At the same time, thié discussion
is a change in respect of the Stalin

anti~
capitalist struggle. The capitalist
system, the ‘observers’ and the
bourgeois political leaders (inclu~-

and Khrushchey epoch. Stalin im—
posed and assassinated entire
leaderships opposed to the bureau~
cratic interests. There was no dis—
cussion. But, today, the Soviet
leadership polemicises on the basis
of ideas and arguments. Stalin
assassinated the whole Bolshevik
leadership, handed over tfo the
police two leaderships of the Polish
Communist Party, and persecuted
every leader opposed to his puolicy
of conciliation with capitalism.
How is it not possible to see such
a difference?

It is precisely the antecedents
of absence of discussion, of tradi~
tion and experience in the debate of
ideas and principles in the Commu-—
nist parties which means that this
present discussion is not being
made in a completely objective and
natural form. Hence the reaction of
the leaders of the ICP is that of
feeling ‘offended’ when to make
such discussions should be natural
and normal.

The rupture of Stalin with Tito,
the discussion with Mao and, later,
the rupture of Khrushchev with Mao
have nothing to do with the dis—
cussion now with the ICP. Stalin
wanted fo impose an alliance with
King Peter on Tito to maintain the
capitalist sysiem, because it was
part. of the Yalta agreements. Tito
was opposed, and developed the

Workers State. It was the same
with Mao: Stalin first, and then
Khrushchev, sought to impose a
policy of alliance with Chiang Kai
Shek to divide and impede the con~
struction of the Chinese Workers
State. Twice Stalin, in order to
defend  bureaucratic  interests,
sought to impede the installation of
new Socialist countries. Today,
the Soviet Union utilises all its
strength and authority to create new
Workers States, and in Haly they
impel an anti-capitalist policy of
confrontation with imperialism and
NATO, of rupture with the Christian
Democracy, of denunciation of the
preparations for war by imperialism
which supporis the ltalian bourge—
oisie through the Red Brigades, as
Posadas has analysed and as now
the Soviets say.

The leaders of the ICP have not
understood the nature of the changes
in the Workers States after the
liquidation of Stalinism. Part of
the behaviour of the ltalian leaders
of resistance to the USSR is as
though they believe that Stalin iss
still there, and it is not so. As
Cde Posadas analysed, it is not
possible to measure the Soviet
Union on the basis of this criterion.
Stalinism in the USSR was overcome
although there still exist the
bureaucratic consequences of this
stage, expressed in the insufficient
democratic functioning. It was
overcome because it was a necess~
ity of the logical development of the
Workers State and the need to con—
front the capitalist system- It can~
not co-exist with capitalism
because it is a question of two
historically antagonistic regimes.
This necessity to confront capita—
lism developed a change in the con~
ceplion of the class struggle much
more rapidly in the Soviet Union
than in the Communist parties. The
Stalinist conception of the class

-2

struggle was determined through the
egoistic national vision of the
bureaucratic layer which Stalin
represented and which was ex-
pressed theoretically in the possi-
bility of ‘constructing Socialism in
a single country’. Hence, it was
opposed to every extension of the
Socialist camp in Yugoslavia and

China. But, today, this conception
in the concrete intervention has
been overcome by the Soviets who,
today, include in their Constitution
that ‘the USSR supports every
movement of national and social
liberation’.

While the Soviets have overcome
such a conception, the Communist

leaders of the capitalist countries ~
including the ICP who, on the other .
hand, were formed in the Stalinist
epoch -~ still continue with that.

conception. The essential charac-
teristic of Stalinism represented a
policy and a conception of concili~
ation with capitalism which, to im-
pose itself in the Bolshevik Party
had to base itself on the repression
and on the assassination of the
whole leading vanguard of the revo-
lution even at the cost of betraying
revolutions.

On the other hand, the leaders
of the ICP make a political centre
of the fact that Pravda does not
publish its articles, trying to show
in this way the absence of objective
democratic life. We believe that the
Soviets should have published the
positions and articles of the ltalian
Communist Party, but this is not in
any case the .central aspect which
must be discussed. It is not in this
way that one must measure the ab-
sence or not of democratic life in
the USSR on the basis of individual
right, because this attitude of the
ICP means the demand for its ‘right’
ahove the objective reality. Stalin
persecuted Trotsky to the point of
assassinating him — but neverthe~
less, Trotsky never measured the
Soviet Union on the basis of the
attitude of Stalin towards him; on
the contrary, he continued defending
the Soviet Union, It is a fact that
the Soviet Union at present, even
with the limitations in its Soviet
democratic life internally, fulfils a
function in the world which is the
basis of the democratic rights con~
quered by the working class and the
masses of any country in the world,
To measure by individual criteria
does not allow one to see the
immense progress which the Workers
State has made in the field of

science, cuylture and human relations.

It is the existence of the USSR in
the world which created the demo~
cratic right to live and to develop
economically and culturally all the

people of Africa, Asia and Latin
America which, if they had depen-
ded on capitalism, would still be
living in tribes or submitted to a
brutal exploitation.

El Salvador is an experience
which is moving the entire world.
it shows that the masses of a small
country are capable of intervening
in the evenis of the world, creating
a division and crisis not only in the
capitalist countries like ltaly but
much more importantly in the centre
itself of American imperialism.
How can one not believe that this

* $alvador,

(FROM THE EDITORIAL OF LOTTA OPERAIA
ORGAN OF THE ITALIAN SECTION OF THE
POSADIST 1V INTERNATIONAL).

is possible due to the relation of
world forces where the USSR is
fundamental and which impedes
capitalism subduing E! Salvador?
How not feel that it is the USSR
which is contributing to create for
the masses of El Salvador, as
earlier for the masses of Nicaragua,
the right to struggle and win? Thus
history is measured in a global and
universal form and not submitted to
national preoccupations or criteria.

Class against

nationalist
conceptions

It is this local and national form
of the ICP to conceive the class
struggle which prevents it having
a position over the struggle of EI
They propose a ‘nego-
tiated solution’, ‘cessation of war’,
when what is at stake is giving
ynconditional  support to the
guerrilla movement and condemning
Yankee imperialism. Negotiation is
a tactic, not an objective. And, if
the way the revolutionary front con—
siders it useful to negotiate, it does
so as a tactic which does not sub-
stitute in any way for the necessity
of the armed struggle to expel
definitively the junta of assassins
and the capitalist regime which
sustains it. This is because the
essential base is that, if the junta
and Yankee imperialism accept
negotiation, it is because they have
no other alternative and they are
cornered. '

It is necessary to organise a
campaign of support to the struggle
of the guerrila movement in EI
Salvador and to bring out the mur-
derous intervention of imperialism
in the region. It is necessary to
give all the support to Cuba and
Nicaragua against the manoeuvres
and provocations of imperialism and
of NATO, such as the milifary and
naval manoeuvres which they pre-
pare in the vicinity of Cuba, which
include arranging the disembarkation
of marines in the Yankee base of
Guantanamo in actual Cuban terri-
tory. It is necessary to denounce
this situation which shows that it is
world imperialism and capitalism
which imposes on the masses of
Latin America poverty and back-
wardness, and sustains regimes that
murder the population. The capi-
talist system is the enemy of any
progress in the region because
this progress is made against it

This discussion is going to con-
tinue and have repercussions in all
the Communist parties which, like
the Spanish have wanted to distance
itself from the USSR and now find
themselves disorientated and in-
fluenced by opportunist and hourge—
ois conceptions of the class
struggle. The Halian Communist
masses were not affected by panic
nor was it disconcerted nor has it
taken the events in Poland as a
motive to condemn the Soviet ex-
perience and accept ifs ‘exhaustion’.
‘The Communist masses are Com—
munist through the USSR and not
through the leaders of the ICP'.
This conclusion of Cde Posadas
is fundamental in order to under-

stand that the intervention of the
Soviets stimulates the Communist
masses to intervene to correct ils
leadership.  Capitalism certainly
is very conscious that the Com-
munist masses are not going fo
break with the USSR, in any case
it tries to stimulate a rupture be-
cause it has no other objective for
its intervention.

At the same time, it is necessary
to unite this discussion to the
problems of Haly. A programme of
social transformations is necessary
and to discuss that the capitalist
system is responsible for the cata~
strophe in which the masses are
obliged to live, because in discus~
sion the necessily is posed for the
elevation of the Communist Party

as the instrument to transform ltaly,

Hence the Soviets intervene in the
discussion, putling arguments on
the conditions of life of the ltalian
masses, among them the children
who die in work, to which it is
necessary to add the case of regions
where they seli or rent out children.
Evidence that such a discussion
has an effect in the Communist Party
is shown in the position of Cossutta.
But, before Cossutta, the Commu~
nist masses had criticised in a
thousand ways the leadership of the
Party, including electoral absten-
tion. it has been the Communist
masses which have refused to par-
ticipate and support eithes the trade
union policy of alliance and support
for the [talian bourgecisie in their
crisis, or the political positions of
criticism of the USSR and the
Workers States. In this sense one
sees the enormous maturity of the
ltalian proletariat in which there
has been no expression of anti-
Polish or anti-Socialist character
as the demonsiration in Milan, and
earlier onces, show also. It is in
reality such a critical opinion and
attitude of the Communist masses
on which the Soviets base them-
selves and try to stimulate. If the
result of Poland had been to weaken
confidence in Socialism, El Salvador
would have been smashed — because
imperialism  would have found
justification and conditions in order
to intervene. But it cannot intervene
because the masses of the world
understand Poland as a process of
overcoming previous bureaucratic
obstacles not as a retreat, and pre-
pare to impel the anti-capitalist
struggle throughout the world,

It is necessary to discuss the
ltalian capitalist system led by
Yankee imperialism which continues
fo apply its plan of installing in
ltaly missiles to be used against
the Workers States and the Revolu-
tionary Countries of Africa (Libya,
Algeria and Syria) and to make the
ltalian population pay the cosis,
One example is the fact that un-
employment has reached levels -
never seen before, while the Bank
of ltaly communicates that profits
have increased, and by a great deal
~ this is the capitalist system such
that its profits mean at the same
time the worsening of the life of
the masses.
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While in Poland and in all the
Workers States work is assured, in
ltaly capitalism seeks to blame
absentees for the low production.
But, in the majority of cases, it is
not hecause the absentee does not
want to work; but, on the contrary,
he would need to work sixteen
hours or more 1o be able to live and
maintain his family. The absentee
is the ltalian State which is not
capable of providing work for the
four million unemployed ‘absentees’
forcibly denied the possibility of
work.

Hence, when lack of democracy
is discussed in the Workers States,
it is necessary to discuss that in
capitalism democracy has a limit
which is fixed by private property.
For example, the interest of profit
of FIAT is protected by the govern—
ment which allows the dismissal of
workers and, at the same time,
invests in the production of arma-
ments which afterwards are sold to
the assassins of South Africa,
israel and EI Salvador.

it is necessary to continue to
deepen the discussion over Poland.
It has been shown thai there was
no massacre and that the interven-
tion of the army was aimed at the
counter—tevolutionaries and the
corrupt sectors of the Parly and
state apparatus which defend indi~
vidual interests, and this was not
against the masses. The attitude
of the Polish Ambassador in the
United States, who embraces Reagan
demanding ‘democracy’, indicates
the great weight of the apparatus
which has to be thrown out in
Poland. But the essential aspect
to discuss is the conduct of the
Polish working class which has net
done anything to damage the Wor~
kers State. Hence, in general,
there is an increase in production
save for those sectors of the econ-
omy which depend on imports. The
Polish working class. is centralised
in its -instrument, which is the
Workers State, and is leaming to
lead - society.  Although all the
problems of Poland are not resolved
or fhe problems within the Com-
munist Party, the speech of Jaru-
zelski in the CC of the POUP con—
firms that the leadership is seeking

to resolve them by elevating the
Socialist structure of the country -
and this cannot be done against
the population but has to be done
by elevating the intervention of
the worki .

orking class 22.3.1981

GOETHE’S CONTRIBUTION IS
CONTINUED IN THE WORKERS

STATES.

The anniversary of the death of
Goethe Is now being commemorated

- both “in the Workers States and in

the capitalist countriess The Wor—
kers States do so with justification,
but capitalism discusses Goethe —
and not much at that — o attempt
to appear preoccupied with culture,
and that is total frauds

Goethe belongs fto the great
heroic period of German thought and
literature in the later eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries. To
mention him is to think also of
Hegel, of Schiller and of Beethoven
(cnn whom Cde Posadas has written
extensively). All of them at their
best ~ particularly Beethoven -
transcended the limitations of the
society around them, developing
thought and perception which tend
to go against the narrow interests
of private property and the arrogant

preoccupations with money and
plundering nations characteristic of
capitalisms In their different ways
they were concerned with the most
important concerns of humanity —
why has society evolved as it has?
what provides the continuity in
human experience? with what
understanding do we approach the
future? None of them approached
life or thought with the superficia—
lity of the capitalist or the frequent
arrogance of the scientist influenced
by the relations of power of capi—
talisme

Goethe was much more contra—
dictory than Beethoven. The latter
was more direct in his con-—

“tempt ‘for the ruling. cliques, such

that Goethe can appear to be very
conservatives  To that extent,
Goethe reflected the dual character
of many of the intellectual sectors
in Germany - a great audacity of
spirit, and often conservatism in
political affairss But Goethe recog-
nised the force and power of the
French Revolution, and that a new
epoch had opened with its effects.

Above all, the totai effect of his
personality and thought. was one of
{iberation and optimisms

He was not a systematic thinker,
a professional philosopher but, like
the Greeks, he was interested in
everything and it is evident he was
seeking for a total synthesis of
human experience, a fusion of hu—
manity with the universe. There is
no sharp boundary between his arti—
stic and scientific interests, and
his poems on the metamorphosis
of plants and animals refiect his
passion for a unity with nature
founded on a sense of profound Jove.
The lyricism of his poetry is rightly
famous, based as it is on his deep
feeling for lite and his optimism.
All his thought was greatly coloured
by his evaluation of the role of
Greek culture which, for him, was a
highpoint of human achievement, and
his use of the Faustus theme was
essentially -~ a re—affirmation in
different conditions of Greek se-
curity and Greek open—ness (o
experience and progress.

Goethe, like Shakespeare or
Dante at an earlier stage, embodied
within himself the highest culture
and outlook of his time, but, for the
epoch which came after, a new type
of thinker was necessary — one in
which intellectual capacity was
geared to the concrete trans—
formation of society. Marx was to
abandon poetry for the life of thought
to transform society.
through the overthrow of the regime
of private property that mankind can

surpass the perspectives
of the greatest intelligences formed
within class society.”

‘The Workers Statés are now the
basis for the progress of human
cultures Through the Workers State,
knowledge s centred in human rela—
tions and the love which Beethoven
expressed in his music and the
unity  with nature which Goethe
sought, find a basis altogether
superior to the society of private
property in which their geniuses
were obliged to lives

It is only

ON THE COMMUNIST PARTIES

OF EUROPE.

The declarations of Cunhal
(Secretary of the Portuguese
Communist Party) that euro—
communism is a passing sick—
ness is aimed at many members
of the Italian Communist Party
and also the French. In France,
they are renovating the Party
and they are going to have to do
the same in Italy. They have
thrown out many members in
France, as in Poland they threw
out many; but, in the case of the
French Communist Party they
were many more. The [talian

Communists conceal all this
cleansing in the Communist
parties — it is a reaction which
has nothing to do with Kabul nor
with Poland. The same process
is going to occur in Italy.

It is necessary to prepare for
the process which is going to
occur in ltaly in order to inter—
vene and fry to influence. Some
time can pass, but the same pro—
cess is going to occur in ltaly.
The renovation of the Communist
parties are not problems belong-
ing to the French or the Poles,
but are an objective necessity
of the proletarian and inteilec—
tual vanguard which sees that it
has no instrument. The Italian
Communist Party is a paper
instrument which has no secutiry
or strength, because it has no
method of Marxist interpretation.
There are currents within the
Communist Party in France, as
in ltaly, which deny Marxism. In
France it is less so; they con-
tinue supporting the USSR but,
in reading them, one sees that
the support is very superficial
and is not firm.

Now a cleansing is coming in

the Communist parties, and will
be very profound. In ltaly, the
bourgeoisie has no preponderant
or secondary role in the leader—
ship of world capitalism. France
has. French capitalism had a
de Gaulle. It had it through the
necessity of the historic position
of French capitalism; that is to

OUT WITH YANKEE IMPERIALISM
' FROM CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN!

from pagel THE MALVINAS ISLANDS

All this contrast with the historic
progress. of the Workers States,
There Brezhnev appeals for an end
to the dispute between the Workers
states. of the Soviet Union and China
on the basis of discussion without
pre—conditions. Progress is sup—
ported In Afghanistan with economic
aid to develop that courrtry — whilst
imperialism did nothing for Afghan—
istan except to keep it in back—
wardness  and  still  supports
assassins who attack and kill the
population and try to damage the
apparatus of production and blow up
schools. ’

The attitude of the Labour L.eft
that has rejected any support for
the bellicose manoeuvres of the
Thatcher government and the ‘task
force’ is right, but a much more
profound  discussion. -should = be
initiated, bringing out the profound
decomposition and weakness of

“of ‘freedom and democracy’.

British imperialisms The tactics of
Thatcher is pure histrionics fo
acquire some authority. Imperialism
and capitalism are at their wits end,
Thatcher has nothing to offer but
Trident, more profits for the bankers
and less wages for the popuiation.
All this should be said. Suddenly
Galtieris government is ‘fascist’,
but on E! Salvador Thatcher has
nothing to say but gives all her
Support to Reagan as the defender
’ The
Labour' Left and the trade unions
should point out all this and that
the imperialist and capitalist powers
— however serious their dispute —
cannot afford major military con-
flicts among themselves, because
their p'(rime precccupation is o
unify against the Workers States,
When the system leads to conflicts
such as the Malvinas episode, it is
because the system as a world sys—
tem has reached decrepitude and

infantifism.

The Labour and trade union Left
should not limit itself to attacking
the Thatcher government.

The British trade
union bureaucrats were very Con-—
cerned about Poland — now there is
time also to be concerned about the
masses of Argentina, and they
should condemn the manoeuvres of
British imperialism for the men—
dacious policy it is. If the trade

union leadership had mobilised the

British masses the Thatcher govern—

ment would not be in the position of

making such .manceuvres todays
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fogue with Lenin.
is not simply knowledge, but the
desire
Hence the old penple of seventy in
Italy have a demonstration where
they appear as young peaple,

J. POSADAS

' say, a French capitalism which

sought to support itself on the
contradictions and antagonisms
between the Workers States and
Yankee imperialism and also on
the competition with Germany
and Britain. De Gaulile express—
ed the powerful centre of French
capital which would not submit
to either competitors, which was
never defeated in war: the
Germans were defeated twice.
Thus the French bourgeoisie had
the security to be able to deve—
lop. Hence now, a new Gaullism
arises but in the stage of the
death of capitalism. De Gaulle
had already demonstrated that
he was living in the stage of the
death of capitalism, but that he
was still breathing: hence, he
went to Rumania* to help the
Rumanians, but had to return in
haste as they threw him out.

The ‘new May’ will be the
universal May which now will not
be May, but the form which the
movement acquires this time,
with the Communist parties who
are not opposed to Afghanistan.
In the earlier period, yes, they
were all against. Now they have
to support all the Afghanistans
that come. Capitalism has no-
where to support itself; its con—
tradictions are so great and ex—
acerbated through the develop—
ment of the Workers States that
France unites with Germany.
It is not true that they are
natural allies; on the contrary,
capitalist Germany was the
greatest competitor with France.
What is happening is that the
British are the representatives
of the Yanks, and the latter —
through the British — threaten
Germany so that it does not dis—
tance itself. French and German
capitalism are between the USSR
and Yankee imperialism.  They
are allies of the Yanks and de-—
pend on them, but they try to
breathe as much as possible.

7 March 1981 J. POSADAS

* Reference to trip of de Gaulle
to Rumania on the eve of the
1968 French May.
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of people to .intervene,

In Argentina all this process is

going to have an influence, Argen—

tina, Brasil and Mexico -are the

three great countries of Latin

America in which there is ferment,
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Editorial

continued  from page |

of the steel workers in both Belgium and Luxemburg is part of the
same process. In these circumstances the continued discussion of
Britain’s membership of the EEC cannot be left, by the trade unions
and Labour Party, as a choice between a retreat within national
boundaries and attempts to hold together a ‘common market’ which
never had any perspective and is now very obviously in a state of
total disintegration.

A WORLD VISION

The lack of a world vision is an impediment to the advance of
the trade union movement and the Labour Left. A clear under—
standing of the real balance of forces represented by a Socialist
government in France which maintains four Communist ministers
and its electoral support — contrary to what bourgeois commentators
would have us believe — and a Socialist government in Greece
which is implementing a policy of general anti—capitalist measures
would quickly fead to the conclusion that the Tory government only
remains standing because no leadership has moved to push it over.
The Hillhead by—election result was another disaster for the That—
cher govemnment, with a considerable desertion of its electoral

support. in these conditions, the response of the trade union
leaderships to the proposed anti-trade union ‘Tebbit Bill’ has to be
seen as essentially limited. The ‘Wembley conference’ of the TUC,
even with some militant speeches, is not very convincing when the
trade union leadership remains passive in front of far more important
problems, like four million unemployed, which the crisis of capita—
lism produces. It is clear that the intention of the trade union
leadership, in one degree or another, is both to make threatening
noises in the hope that either the ‘Tebbit Bill’ will not be passed
or not implemented and, at the same time, fo pacify the working
class by giving the impression that the TUC is prepared to actually
confront the government. However, when the TUC opens itself to
the possibility of being forced to call mobilisations against the
government, it means that it is under a great pressure from the wor—

king class. Also the trade union leadership is not mogo—

lithic, containing as it does people like Scargill, for example, who
are much more responsive fo the pressure and aspirations of the
working  class.

This trade union leadership sense very well that the changes in
the Labour Party and the advances of the Left are not generated
from within the structure of the Party but are an expression of a
world balance of forces which is against the capitalist system and
the preparation of the masses, as part of this, for a confrontation
with the capitalist system. They are, al the present time, less able

to' contain the process in the Labour Party than they are-to contain

it in the trade unions. It is clear that a sector of the trade union
{eadership hoped fo contain the advance of the Left in the Labour
Party by taking 40% of the votes in the ‘electoral colleqe’, but the
advance in the Labour Party takes another and more profound form.
It is being expressed now on the level of ideas. The speech of
Benn on the necessity for Marxists and Marxism in the Labour Party
and for a discussion of Marxism is part of this. - As also, in another
sense, is the differentiation made by Shore between ‘Marxism’ and
‘Marxism-Leninism’. In reality he is recognising that the cond—
itions exist .in the Labour Party for a Labour-Marxist tendency
applying the Marxist method of thought lo programme, policy and
organisational forms. He would not have mentioned the subject if
there were not a real possibility of this. Above all, he expresses
a concern with the real and potential influence of the Soviet Union
on the Labour Left and the anti-capitalist movement as a whole,

9.4.82
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The PERMANENT REVOLUTION
IN EL SALVADOR

who defend progress and Socialism
can stand. No wonder capitalism
finds this hormrifying.

tinuous process of repression and
under—development, The capitalist

system is the enemy of any kind of
progress because any kind of pro~
The demonstration in London gress goes against it
against the visit of Reagan and the

hoycott of the visit by MPs is im-

ARGENTINA AND THE PROCESS IN
J. POSADAS

LATIN AMERICA

We publish this text of Cde Posadas on Argentina which is confirmed
by the most recent events there,

The massacres of the army have not led to the solution of the problems of
Argentina ~ their equivalent of a fascist solution — and the continuation
of this type of rule has not, in fact, facilitated the dominion of the bourge—
oisie, The same process has occurred in Brasil, whatever the zig zag of

the course, Latin American militarism has failed to solve even the smali—
est problems of any Latin American country, The Yanks are. intent on
trying to organise a military pact against Communism throughout the con-
tinent and in co—operation with South Africa, but, as with Europe, there
are too many disagreements and imperialism lacks the strength of previous

26 February 1981

portant, 1t shows thdt a sentiment
of repudiation of this ‘democracy’
is developing, It is necessary fo
deepen the discussion in the Labour
Party and trade unions by opposing
‘ceasefire’ and ‘negotiated solution’
in Ei Salvador, Those who propose
this want to stop the armed struggle.
There must be a campaign of full
support for the armed struggle in El
Salvador and mobilisations against
the operations of NATQ in the area,
There must be mobilisations against
the threats of putting marines ashore
at the American base of Guantanamo
which is actuatly on Cuban territory,
{t is British and Yankee imperialism
which are responsible for the con~

Yankee imperialism may have the
most deadfy weapons but it has
[ittle military capacity. The proof is
Vietnam and EI Salvader. In prac-
tice, it means that if cannot count
on its soldiers for the adequate
activity of repression of people
whose sole crime is to want to get
out  of abject backwardness,
Besides, the bourgeois press is
forced to admit that at least 30,000
people demonstraed in Washingion
against a possible direct US inter-
vention in E1 Sa vador, These fac~
tors concretely sap confidence in
the military apparatus and make it
insecure ant ungo- oidinated,

epochs,

The  Argentinian  bourgecisie
which is concerned with the export
of manufacturing products to the
rest of Latin America, has an inter—
est in creating a refation with layers
of the workers movement and the
bureaucracy, in order to have points
of support in the new stage because,
as a hourgeoisie, it now has no
strength. Thus, in order fo confront
the oligarchy, the mititary and the
sectors  of the petit bourgeoisie
which are linked to the.oligarchy,
it needs the working class. It has
to make a Peronism without a pro-
gramme and without the objectives
of Peron but, in social policy, it is
going to have to repeat Peronism fo
a cerfain extent because it is a
rachitic bourgeoisie. Thus, if the
internal  struggles are resolved
among themselves, it occurs through
military ~ coups which ruin  the
economy, because the military coup
gives power o the bourgeois sector
more linked to the military, and
thus fo the cattle—~raising agrarian
oligarchy.

The Argentinian army continues
to be the matrix of the oligarchy
and its structure is oligarchic, -I’s
like this in all the capitalist armies.

There are nationalist layers of the

Left, apd.some. including :Comm=

unists, but they have no force and
decision. Thus the bourgecisie is
seeking how to get shot of the
military apparatus which destroys
the economy and seeks to make all
the cattle raising profits go to itself
- to continue cattle export, but the
profit for itself, This is the dispute
which exists beilween the new
guitar  (Viola) and the previous
guitar ; the sirings are the same,
but the melody has changed a littie.

It is necessary to take into
account that all the dictatorships
have had to retreat in the develop=
ment of their power — that of E|
Salvador is going down and shows
that it has reached the maximum i

All this has its effeci.on the
military capacity of imperialism as
a world system confronting the sys-
tem of the Workers States.  Con-
yersely, the masses of El Salvador
see that they must not submit to the
war threats of Yankee imperialism
against the Soviet Union. They see
that the Soviet Union has social and
political support in all parts of the
world, and that the final settlement
of accounis between the two
systems will mean world revolution
and the end of the capitalist system
on a world scale. If the masses of
El Salvador did not see this, they
couid not have such confidence.

The

can do, not because of local con-
ditions but world conditions which
influence EI Salvador. In-Argentina
and Brasil it is also world condi~
tions which change the structure of
commercial relations, and thus it
has an effect in the political com-
position of the government, Hence
the bourgeonisie admitted the soldiers
without great problem, without great
interest in throwing them out:
because, if they threw them out, whe
were they to put in their stead? how
settle their disputes? and how deal
with the masses who'have a centre?
Hence they let them get on with it.
bourgeoisie . accepted this
passively (including the great star
Frondizi), shouting and protesting
and taking their coffee

‘This is a barbarity, the people go
hungryI" But thebourgeoisie didnt go
hungry!

Moreover, it is necessary to see
the immediate result in E1 Salvador,
as the bourgeoisie of EI Salvador is
already liguidated. The immediate
result can be still to keep it formally
but it has already been liquidated,
as also in Guatemala and Honduras,
They are liguidated by history, and
history means that people can see
that they can advance. When the
chitdren of ten in El Salvador and
Nicaragua intervens, not now lwitha
tifle but making political judgements
- it is because the power of capi~
talism is already finished. The
child of Guatemala listens to the
child of EIl Salvador, and they see
the bourgeocisie only as another
ogre, but the bullets can also reach
the ogre, and thus fear no longer
dominates bul becomes a question of
where and how the rifle is aimed.

The Yanks, through the logical
necessity of function of dominators
of the capitalist world, are going to
tend to dominate Brasil But the
Yanks do not have the commercial
and economic structure, for example
which the French bourgeoisie has
and which atlows them to accomm—
odate - fo the local bourgecisie
(through industry, through export
or import, it has a margin fo
accommodate), but the Yanks do
not have a margin for anything.
Thus they have to dominate
or make an agreement at deeper
levels which now goes against them,
like that over nuclear production
which provides the greatest profit.
Then the Yanks cannol do this
because, if they arm the bourgecisie,
this elevates and leads to con~
frontation as has begun with the
Brazilian bourgeoisie and, in patt,
the Argenfinian, But they do net
confront the Yanks only through
this process but because the
hourgeoisie sees that the policy of
the Yanks leads them to confront
the population and it does nof feel

capable of confronting it,
In the vyears of massacre of
fifteen to twenty thousand in

Argentina, ten thousand Uruguayans,
plus Bolivians and Paraguayans,
the bourgeoisie learned that if was

not possible to dominate like this, -

that its power did not increase but,
on the contrary, its power decompo-

sed, In Paraguay Ministers shoot
gach other, ~ Stroessner every six
or seven months shoots a minister,
{t's the decomposition of power,
and now one sees that they have
just themselves killed Somoza,

In Latin America the bourgecisie
realises that confronting the popu-—
lation cannot be done as with Videla
or as in Bolivia, It cannot do this
becauyse anyway social, economic
and cultural development goss be-
yond every possibility of imposition.
The problem is not only economic
but cultural and social, as they see
that they cannot dominate the
population. They made a massacre
in Argentina; they arrested people
in.-the middie of the street as in the
epoch of Hitler, and now they have
to retreat on everything, and this
without great mobilisation on the
part of the masses. It has been the
world which is reflecting itself in
Argentina, as also in Brazil, Who
forced these changes on Figueride?
No one., It was the world which
obliged him to change because
people were advancing, advancing
«woift the Church, the petit bourge—
oisie, and ‘also the army. The
Church of Brasil is a ‘subversive
trade union’ as regards capitalism.

Then it is necessary to consider
the cultural development of people.
Cultural means political, above all,
The true culture is born and deve-
fops with political development,
otherwise it remains the culture of
knowledge. Bul cullure through

political life teaches ‘how to lead,
change or regulate society, which
is ‘the essential base of culture,
Before culture was to know, to know
who was this or that, - Now culture
is how to deveiop sociely,  Know-
ledge has a practical application
and a strict end product ~ to serve
the human being and the stage in
which the human being is develop~
ing and intelligence is the human
being with the cosmos. But capi~
talism wanis fo enclose humanity
in a dispute in a permanent form.

in Surinam, a very small country
where they know little, they know
very well who Lenin was.  The
capitalist system and the bureau~
cracy do not take into account the
influence and the function of culture,
For them, culture is knowledge,
But culture is the formation of the
social .consciousness to intervene
and change society. This is the
basis of culture, For this, its
instrument is politics. We have
developed this understanding, which
is a creation for knowledge, People
live this conception not only from
now but from the epoch of Lenin,
Already in that epoch in the most
distant places of Russia people who
did not speak Russian, because they
had their own language, acted as
Leninisis. There are many stories
which describe these places where
the icon co-existed with Lenin.
The peasants venerated both., They
venerated the icon and had a dia~
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NORTH AMERICAN IMPERIALISM AND THE
PREPARATION OF THE WAR IN THE
MIDST OF THE CAPITALIST CRISIS.

MANIFESTD FOR THE FIRST OF MAY 1982 Insert

EDITORIAL

FOR LABOUR PARTY AND TRADE
UNION MOBILISATIONS TO
THROW OUT THE CONSERVATIVE
GOVERNMENT

The crisis over the Malvinas is yet another instance of the incapacity
of imperialism to decide the world process, and to have any initiative in it.
Starting from an inter—~bourgecis dispute, the matter has become one of
system against system: the system of imperialism against the Workers
States. Far from being in danger of invasion by imperialism, Nicaragua,
Grenada and Cuba are now having an enormous authorily over the masses
of the whole of Latin America. This is because, behind Cuba, the Soviet
Union wams imperialism that it will not draw any gain for itself from this
situation in the Malvinas. Galtieri will not last long, but the anti-
capitalist advance of the masses in Argentina is here to stay, and this
fills imperialism with foreboding. The various governments of the EEC
have now partially distanced themselves from Britain, thus bringing out
the desperate nature of the crisis in which the British masses are learning
to make inroads in the apparalus that prevents their intervention, as parl
of this process in which the Soviet Union is showing the way. Out of this
crisis, a better functioning of the Labour Left, more systematic opposition
to imperialism and a greater preoccupation for method of thought will arise.
It is necessary to take this forward consciously.

THE IMPASSE OF THE GOVERNMENT.

One of the most outstanding instances of the boomerang which the
policy of the government has led to,is the attitude of the lrish government,
which is now seeking to 1ift the EEC frade ban against Argentina. This
obviously comes from the pressire of the masses, and also a weak bourge-
oisie which has no desire to be submitted tolally to imperialism.

The sinking of the Belgrano has to be clearly

ising Argentina into submission. The blind amogance of power lef:
British imperialism unable fo ioresee that the ‘colonial’ couniries have now
solid backing, and when Galtieri is gone the support of the USSR to Argen-
tina's government (in all probability a nationalist government of the Left,
of the kind of Peron) will go on. Imperialism could not see past Galtieri,
but the USSR could. There is more in force than simply military power.
There is the ability to think and foresee, and the Soviet Union has all
these things plus military power. .

~ The sinking of HMS Sheffield and the shooting down of the Harrier show
that Argentina is not inept and that it has very good backing. This is a
mititary waraing thal demonsiraies to imperialism thal matters are nof so
simple. For that reason, whole sectors of the bourgeoisie who do not wani
‘war are showing their defeatism, including in the army. Meanwhile, others
see the futility of this struggle against what was, up to now, a class ally
- Galtieri. ‘

The British masses, see the need to be against this government and
the capitalist class. This is why the Labour leadership  Foot, in
particular, over the instance of *falks’ in private with Thatcher = had to
refuse to participate. It was literally imposed on him by the situation,
and this is also due to the world balance of forces, detemmined by the
Workers States which inspire the masses and give them strength in spite
of the lack of co~ordinated organisms of the Left of Labour and the trade
unions.

The working class of Britain is against this war, and this
shows in the sirike preparations by the Health Unions, those of NUPE,
and on the Railway against closures. The Welsh TUC has declared lts
opposition to the war.  wm 1o pege 3

Forthcoming publication

a homage to Cde Posadas

A year ago this month Comrade Posadas died, but all the events
that have occurred since his death have confirmed the profundity
of his ideas — particularly the historic role and elevation of ithe
Workers States in the advance of humanity to Communism, and that
culture and the course of progress is no longer defined by the
accumulation of knowledge but in the elevation of social relations.
The leadership of the international is preparing a text of homage fto
Comrade Posadas, including several previously unpublished texts
by him, and this will be published shortly in English.
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THE ARGENTINIAN INTERVENTION IN
THE MALVINAS AND THE WORLD CRISIS

OF CAPITALISM.

The occupation of the Malvinas
by the military junta has shown the
precariousness and the de pth of the
crisis of world capitalism. Argen-
tina, which was prepared to be the
gendarme of Central America to-
gether with Yankee imperialism, to!
intervene in El Salvador, ends by
invading the Malvinas and creating
a situation of internal confrontation
in capitatism which, if certainly i
is not going to go very far, weakens

capitalism enormously befo:e the -
“inasses

e rwont bl fieowhele

of the world bourgésisie. Capitalism
is incapable of resolving this type
of problem within the bourgeois
structure; it cannot do so because

seuipades eapiail

support and a backing to the anfi-
imperiatist action of the masses of
Argentina and the world. Imperialism
is very conscious that such an
attitude of the Soviet Union is firm
and rtesolved and that, if it is
necessaty, it will intervene, In
another stage of history, capitalism
would have decided everything
rapidly and-by force any conflict of
this nature, Today there are the
Workers States and the world pro—
cess of the reve!utton which im~

questions and dssgutes w:thm
capitalist framework,

At the same time, the sccupation
of the Malvinas represents no mili=

The Posadist

IV International

of the masses and, above all, of-the
economic crisis whmh is msoiuble
within capitalism. The intervention
is not only ‘to canalise the dis—
content of the masses but also to
centralise  within - the  apparatus
itself the tendencies which push for
a change in the economy against
de—nationalisation and privatisation
The military dictatorship has kil led,
assassinated and handed over the
country to foreign capital, but has
resolved no problem for the masses.

. As.a conseguence, such a measure

indicates the level of the crisis and
the internal stmggle within the
military team which has had to take

a measure seeking support in the

PART OF THE MASSIVE POPULAR DEMONSTRATIONS IN ARGENTINA
the Soviet Union is 3§Ongs de any AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST POWERS

confrontation betwgen the capitalist
powers and gains in any such
conflict,

The Soviet Union, even if it has
not involved itself politically with
the military junta, is intervening to
impede any military movement or
manogavre of British imperialism
that allows capitalism fo impose
conditions to strengthen itself in
this zone or place at risk the com—
mercial or economic relations of the
USSR with Argentina. At the same
time, it is ~ in opposing the colon~
ial interests of Britain ~ 3 point of

tary, political or economic objective

- less socially ~ of imporiance for
the country or the masses of Argen~
tina. The capifalist formation of
Argentina and, as a consequence,
the basis of its present contradic—
tions came very much fater after the
British- ocecupied by force the
Malvinas. The intervention is a
measyre of the Argentinian govern—
ment aimed to canalise, 1o provide
a safely valve and 1o contain ihe
dissatisfaction shown in the army
and a sector of the national bourge~
pisie which feels the effects of the

social situation and of the pressure

anti~imperialist sentiment of the
masses which they themselves have
repressed in their previous policy.
This, anyway, stimulates the inter—
vention of the masses which will not
stay where it is, but will seek o go
further. Nevertheless, it is not this
event which has provoked the inter~
vention of the masses who, a few
days before, showed their real level
of intervention and anti~imperialist
and anti—~capitalist combativity and
intervention. But such an action of
the government offers a possibility
of intervention which in no way is

Turn to page 3 p
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This is the end of the existence
of capitalism and its leadership
completely lacks ideas. If cannot
have ideas because it has no mater—
ial historic bases to have ideas.
The most fundamental of these is
that already it cannot dispose of the
world as it was before. Before, it
could paralyse opponents through
force of arms, but now it canmnot.
The populations of the world, in
front of arms., answer bv  elevating
the revo lutionary struggle against
capitalism.

It is this situation that develops
the internal contradictions in the
capitalist system to the level such
that now it is Europe against the
Yanks. This is no manoeuvre but a
real contradiction and a very deep
one. To the attitude of France and
Germany there is now added that of
the British, and it is a change in
the British bourgeoisie which came
after the triumph of Foot in the
Labour Party.

Capitalism has no notion of how
history is advancing nor do some
Communist parties. But the Workers
States do have such a conception,
because they are participating and
living in the middle of the progress
of history. The Communist parties
who develop with the capacity of
decision are the ones who are fused
integrally with the Soviet Union.
In this present process, the USSR
sustains the revolution on all sides,
as in Vietnam, and the Soviet lea—
dership .recognises this when
Brezhnev = declared, ‘We . support
Vietnam because it is a point of

support to Socialism without it
mattering whether we share frontiers
or not’, ‘We are a system of Social-
ist countries against another system
which we are not going to conceal’,
and, ‘Take care you do not interfere
with anyone in our system’.

1t is an immense progress of the
Soviet leadership, an historic pro-
gress in using the term ‘system’ and
speaking as a system. The change
realised in the Soviet leadership
from Stalin to now is immense.
Stalin, in frent of the resistance of
the Yugoslav Communists to serving
the Stalinist policy of alliance with
capitalism, preferred to abandon
Yugoslavia to its fate. He wanted to
do the same with China. In both
cases the revolution triumphed.
But later, and even with Khrushchev
the USSR sustained Cuba against
the Yanks. This was in 1959 and
even with the risk of war the USSR
sustained Cuba. Soon after imperi-
alism tried ‘the Bay of Pigs’ and
dirtied itself.

The policy of Soviet conciliation
continued up to the time of Krush-
chev. He had an interview with
Kennedy when he took a stalk of
maize and said, ‘We will be a great
country when we have the maize
that you have'. This was the great
dream of Khrushchev: to have the
maize of the United States! It was
also Khrushchev who broke relations
with China as part of this policy of
conciliation with capitalism ~ which
is the policy which the Chinese have
now, conciliating with the Yanks

NORTH AMERICAN IMPERIALISM AND THE

PREPARATION OF THE WAR IN THE
MIDST OF THE CAPITALIST CRISIS.

and, in this way, to go on existing-
The Soviet leadership has no plan
of the future, it does not feei the
process of the progress of history.

The Soviets have to stimulate, to
intervene and to give open support
to the movementis of national liber-
ation which are anti~imperialist and
anti-capitalist. These are profound
changes in history, and imperialism
does not feel this, It sees the dis—
position of the Soviets, and they do
not know what to do. Meanwhile the
internal differences of capitalism
intensify. Capitalism sees that it is
going to disappear from the map. A
situation is in development which
no capitalist foresaw, because he
could not foresee it; and even if

he did foresee it he could do nothing

about this process.

" CAPITALISM DECOMPOSES
RAPIDLY

The world capitalist apparatus
is in the course of a very great dis—
integration in which every sector
tries to save itself. In the next war
they are not going to be able fo
unite as they did in the Second
World War, when different sectors of
capitalism united against another
capitalist competitor. Now they are
going into war in a most desperate
form. In the last war they went
with the confidence and the security
that they were going to win. But

now-they prepare for a-war in which, ;

they know that,'as soon as it is
begun, half the population of the
capitalist world is going to be
against them.

Hence the present concern of the
capitalist system, and they try to
pretend that it is not they who want
war but, as a regime, they have no
other way out.
they feel that the next war is the
end of them. This explains the
reason for how they act af the pre-
sent moment. Capitalism has no
other policy than the one it is pui-
ting forward, it cannot choose.

. Even with Reagan, the capacity

and resources, means and possibility
of the United States of Reagan are
the same as when Carter was around,
The change of political leadership
does not mean that capacity, re~
sources or forces change. The
difference is that Reagan simply
appears to be more precipitate and
wants to run about more, but he
falls anyway.

Poland is one of the greatest
blows which the capitalist system
has received. After the retreat
which Yugoslavia underwent, the
retreat of Poland was the most pro—
found crisis of a Workers Siate,
Yugoslavia showed that in any case
it did not stop being a Workers State
and, in Poland, there is a process in
which a vanguard is being educated,
one which comes from being led by
the bureaucracy but which knows
that the bureaucracy is not Peland,
and that Poland is the Worker
States and the Polish masses. In
Poland, a better relation is being
established between the Party, the
army and the masses.
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At the same time,

The Catholic masses of Poland,
as we have already said, are Polish
Soviet masses and, after that, they
are Catholics. The Polish masses
do not go through history with God.
They put God in the pocket, like a
watch which they consult when
they want to know the time. And it
is a watch which has stopped,
which comes from the epoch of the
grandparents and does not function
any more, however much they wind

it up. Besides, today, there are
watches  which now  function
atomicaily.

The Polish masses are teaching
the masses of the other Workers
States, in Hungary, Czechoslovakia
and the German Workers State. The
‘intershops’ of East Germany are
furious because of the Polish
process.

Capitalism is preparing war in
the middie of the vacillation and
the doubts of a large part of its
apparatus. This makes the whole of
the apparatus unstable and erratic.
Hence, in this stage, capitalism has
no writers, novelists, artists, film—
makers or singers. Capitalism has
nothing, but the peoples advance
and develop where the Soviets are.

Capifalism has no notion of the
state of the world, hence it has no
writers who write on the character
of this epoch. It is not only that
they lack ideas, but that they cannot
undersiand this stage. They believe
that the revolution is the/product of
the sagacity of Lenin and revolut-
ionaries, when Lenin himself de-
clared, applying the formula of
Marx, ‘The Bolshevik Party is the
conscious expression of the un-
conscious process of history.’
The Bolshevik Party was the con~
scious expression of Russia, but
also of the world because it was
the world which also allowed the
revolution to be made in Russia.
Now the situation is much richer
than then. Now there are the Sey-
chelles. The latter are the con-
scious expression of the process,
now conscious of history. The
process is now sufficiently con—

scious because it is led by the
Soviets. The revolutionary process
in this stage has many more aspects
of the conscious than the un-
conscious.

Imperialism resists believing in
this situation of the world, the
stupid figure of Reagan shows this,
They believe that the Church and
capitalism are inevitable institu-
tions and that egoistic interest is
permanent, and that people want to
accumulate for ever and everything
is as they believe it to be in the
United States. Hence the Yanks
have no literature or art. |If they
had literature this would say, ‘We
ate backward in the world’, It is
absurd for the greatest capitalist
country to have no writer. Now
there is an extensively promoted
book by Nixon, which only says

stupidites.  This idiot has in front
of him twenty Workers States and
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forty revolutions on the march, like
that of the Seychelles Islands, and
writes that ‘the Soviets are going to
lose the world struggle’.

YANKEE IMPERIALISM
IS SHORT ON ABILITY

The present Yankee government
is the representative of the Ilast
stage of capitalism. They do not
have a single idea, except to give
support and stimulus to resist revo~
lution. The bourgeoisie of the rest
of the world feels that with this
leadership things are going nowhere
else but war, and it feels that it is
going to lose because now one can
no- longer think about military or
economic superiority because life
is measured socially, Socially it
sees the Seychelles Islands which
are minute, but resolve fo be iike
the Soviets.

The Yanks have more than ten
million sons of Mexicans bom in the
south of the United States. They
have been more than a hundred years
in the region, where they all speak
Spanish. They know English very
well, which they need for work, but
resist using it as a protest. They
speak Spanish and force the Yanks
fo speak Spanish. It is a whole
region which was stolen from
Mexico. In all the time that they
have been there the Yanks have not

heen able to convince these people
that they are North Americans., The
same with the Puerto Ricans. The
aititude of the Yanks towards the
‘chicanos’, as they call them, is
contempluous.

These are the Yanks who com-
plain about the Soviet Union.
Another criterion is the actual his—
tory of Yankee imperialism, which
had to assassinate Sacco and
Venzetti, organisers of the first
North American trade unions. With
this assassination it sought to
terrorise the workers’ movement and
its trade union demands. Capitalism
of the United States does not have
the structure which British, French
or German capitalism developed.
These have a mass of relations
with the petit bourgeoisie and the
workers’ movement, and of leaders
who stand between capitalism and
anti-capitalist measures. But North
American capitalism has nothing of
this. Reagan is a complete buffoon
with not one idea about anything.
He is the cowhoy who has forly
revolvers with endless builets, and
threatens the whold world.

European capitalism was able
to provide leaders, as those it has
now, but the Yanks produce Reagan.
North American imperialism does not
have the social base to be able to
have political leaders of value.
European capitalism can count in
part with the Socialist parties and
the Social Democrats, but the Yanks
have nothing of this. They do not
have the social base, not even for
a transitory alternative of some
years. This explains the function
of Reagan, which is the utilisation
of a bad actor for whatever turns up.
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Capitalism cannot now decide in
history, Before it did. It decided
the day, the stage, and how fo act.
But now it cannot do this, because
it does not have the historic
strength. This change is due fo the
development of the Workers States.
It is the Workers States who are
deciding the course of history.
This situation renders capitalism
completely incapable of thinking.
The Yanks cannot think in accor-
dance only with their particular
interest but have to think about the
resistance which they find in the
other capitalist states.

Europe fears to be yet again the
bridge to war and thai the Yanks
will be outside the principal en—
counter, The Soviets have declared
well, ‘this time it is not going to
have a bridge’. Even in the leading
military circles of NATO this con—
clusion has bheen drawn. The
French General, Sanguinetti, said
some years ago, ‘In 48 hours the
USSR would control Europe’. When
a journalist said that this was im-
possibie, Sanguinetti explained to
him that the Soviets counted upon
the masses of all the capitalist
countries besides its own forces..
Sanguinetti commented, ‘They have
had two wars and they transformed
both into revolutions, and it is
because they decided in accordance
with social necessity.’

War is one of the greatest events
Which affects sociely, bringing out

‘all the existing ‘ contradictions.

And, with these, an internal force
which could not emerge up to this
moment which is the working class.
From imperialism what can emerge?
North American imperialism has
certain orientators, like Kissinger
who is the orientator of death. He
cannot be the orientator of a stable
programme of the capifalist sysiem
but only just about survivers.
Kissinger is a merchant who s
shopkeeping just to go on living.

This situation of officers in
NATO like Sanguinetti exists in all
the capitalist countries. In Belgium
they established a special anti-
Communist shock troop; and cells of
officers and soldiers have appeared
who demand democratic rights and to
be able to intervene in the problems
of the Party, and they declare that
they do not want to repress strikes.
This occurs in carefully selected
groups. Belgian officers have de~
clared that the war against the
Soviet Union is madness, because
it is not a question of arms but the
USSR represents social progress,
thus there is no possibllity of con~
quering us.’'

With this spirit and sentiment
these armies are going to war and
among the Yanks also there is this
situation., Part of the deficient
intervention of the Yanks in Viet-
#am joined to the resistance of the
Vielnamese people with Soviet
support was due to the mistakes
committed by soldiers and officers.
There is evidence which shows that
of twenty bombs which they dropped,
ten were dropped at the wrong time

wm to page 4
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going to be used by the initial ob~
jectives of the sector which posed
the intervention in the Malvinas,

MATURITY OF THE MASSES
OF ARGENTINA

The masses first of all under-
stand perfectly that the defence of
the territory means to defend the
economic resources which allow the
progress of the country, While, on
one side, the approval of a law is
discussed which hands over the
sub~soil to foreign companies, on
the other hand, the Malvinas is
occupied - which, from the economic
point of view, incorporates ab-
solutely nothing into the progress of
the country. But the masses have
shown an enormous maturityseeking
to utilise such a situation to deepen
ifs social and political intervention
against capitalism, and this present
government. This was the sense of
the mobilisation in the Plaza de
Mayo, on the arrival of Haig and
the whistling at Galtieri, The world
bourgeoisie, which has been in
solidarity with Britain, has con-
cealed deliberately the participation
of the masses and the sense which
they seek to give to the process;
that is to say, that of deepening the
struggle for democratic rights, free—
dom of the political prisoners,
increase of wages and increase in
the standard of living,

Such a mature intervention of the
masses in Argentina corresponds
with the attitude of the proletariat
and the masses in Britain who have
not mobilised to support colonial
interests, There has been no atti—
tude of support on the part of the
masses to the imperialist govern~
ment of Thatcher. This explains
the retreat of the Labour Party lea—
dership who, at the beginning,
supported a military response and
then have retreated, supporting the
positions of the Left Wing of Benn
who was opposed to an armed inter—
vention. It shows also the maturity
of the British masses at the same
time as the cynicism and hypocrisy
of the whole of European capitalism
which supports the government of
Thatcher but does not say a word
about the repression of the British
troops in Northern lreland, as it
said nothing before when the same
dictatorship in Argentina massacred
the uprising of the masses,

Capitalism feels that all this
situation has escaped from ifs
hands, that the visit alone of Haig
to Argentina provoked a powerful
mobilisation and, at the same time,
increases the authority of the Soviet
Union which, without compromising
itself politically with the military
dictatorship, has conditioned it
through its commercial and economic
relations. The Yanks have sought
by all means to cut such economic
relations which, anyway, tend to
elevate the influence of the USSR
on layers of the petit bourgeoisie
and sectors of the bourgeoisie who
feel economically overwhelmed and,
at the same time, do not have the
confidence now that imperialism can
solve any problem. They have seen
that all these years of economic
submission to imperialism have not
only brought poverty and repression
to the masses but that, at the same
time, have smashed the ambitions

developed by the bourgeoisie or, at
least, of maintaining the potential
of competition and superiority with
the rest of the Latin American
bourgeoisie. That is to say, depen—~
dency has led to more dependency,
while the Soviets offer economic
possibilities of agreements and
relations which are aimed at sle~
vating the economic structure of the
country as opposed to the Yanks
who have destroyed the economy
and the productive apparatus of the
country.

This influence of the Soviets
over a whole sector of capitalism
- qot only over the Argentinian but
over world capitalism — enormously
weakens the centralisation and
capacity of action of the whole of
capitalism and of Yankee imperia—
lism and the links which bourgeois
sectors establish, as in Argentina
with the Soviets, is partly fo
blackmail and use such a crisis;
but also seeking a perspective
-which gives a solution to the eco-
nomic crisis. If certainly this was
a policy, in part necessary for a
sector of Argentinian capitalism,
this weekened ifs capacity of action.
its homogeneity and, as a conse-
guence, its centralisation with
Yankee imperialism, Hence, now
Haig has no authority and goes like
a madman from one side to the other
without resolving anything, It is
thus the presence. of the Soviet
Union which is conditioning the
possibility of imperialism finding a
solution to the conflict,

The proletariat and the Argentina
masses are elevaling their inter-
vention and are going to deepen the
content of the mobilisation, incly~
ding , the animation of anti-
imperialist sectors, to go much

further and confront ‘the present -

policy of the government. The
masses have not supported the ob-
jectives of the occupation of the
Malvinas, but have felt that this
was a possibility for intervention
and, as their own tradition and ex—
perience in former epochs have
taught them, to intervene to impel
the process as a whole. In principle
the single fact of imposing a mobi~
{isation, as it did with the coming
of Haig, indicates the elevation of
the process of the class struggle
and, at the same time, the disorgan—
isation of the military and repress—
ive power of the government, This
does not come from present events,
but is part of the process of resis~
tance and mobilisation which the
masses have imposed throughout
this last period. Such a situation is
used by the masses as an instru-
ment to elevate their intervention,
it is a gualily and characterisation
of the mass movement in Argentina
but also of the disintegration and
failure of five years of military
dictatorship.

SYSTEM VERSUS SYSTEM
DECIDES THE COURSE
OF EVENTS

The Communist and Socialist
parties of Europe do not understand
this process or they compromise
with their governments in the sup-
port to Thatcher or do not directly
take positions like the ltalian Com—
munist Party., Principally, they do
not understand the structure of the
world confrontation between Workers
States and the capitalist system,
and the relation of forces favourable
to the revolution in the world, They

vinas only by the existence and the

objectives of the military dictator—
ship in power, and thus they prefer
to support the colonial interests of
Britain. The fact that the military
dictatorship remains in Argentina
does not mean that capitalism is
strong in Argentina or that imperia~
lism has a free hand. if it had that
strength, it would have exested a
pressure for some time so that
Argentina broke with the Soviets,
But, not only have the latter re—
mained but they have increased
their intervention and influence. But,
fundamentally, the rebellion of the
masses which has been organised
has been the decisive factor which
ties the hands of capitalism in
Argentina and fills it with contra—
dictions and disputes. Hence the
intervention in the Malvinas is not
the result of a calculated manosuvre
and planned in depth, but a conse-
guence of this process of contra—
dictions, crisis and confrontation
within the army and the Argentinian
bourgeoisie, which has sought in
such a measure a way 1o resolve ifs
internal problems and contain the
process of disintegration,

if there had not been such a pro—
cess of crisis and world disintegra—~
tion of capitalism, Britain would
already have recovered the Malvinas.
When there is such vacillation,
marches and counter—marches, and 3
fevel of confrontation which does
not cotrespond to the importance of
the Islands, it shows that the level
of contradictions and disputes in
the heart of capitalism have reached
an unendurable level., WNeither the
British nor the Argentinians have
an interest in an armed conflict but,
when there is such a display of
military forces and means com—
pletely unjustified for such objec—
tives, it indicates that neither of
them are secure as to where this
process can go. Conservative
sectors in Britain try now to stop
the military action because they
see the absurdity of such behaviour
which only weakens them internally
and in front of the rest of capitalism
which finds itself supporting an
enterprise  which has no logical
benefit or sense. Moreover, the
warning of the Soviets on the con—
sequences of a blockade puts the
problem in a very different dimen—
sion compared with the importance
of the islands in question.

The problem of the Malvinas can
be resolved or remain in negotiation
for a long time, but the crisis which
has been brought out in capitalism
in Argentina and the process of the
class struggle which is elevating,
cannot retreal, Hence, now, it is
important to appeal for a front to
impose democratic rights and an
economic plan which elevates the

standard of living of the masses,
which is the best way of defending
the national interests of the country,
It is necessary to direct appeals to
all the nationalist sectors of the
bourgeoisie and the army, to the
Peronistas and to the Left, showing
the nature of the progress to ‘defend
the fatherland and the nation’. The
masses are clear on the intentions
of the government in the problem of
the Malvinas, beginning with the
fact that the economic cost of such
a military action is going to be paid
by the masses. Thus, it is neces—
sary fo propose that the defence of
the national interest requires the
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Editorial from pege1

The interests of the masses of Argentina arethe
same as in Britain, and much of the programme of expropriations - posed
openly for the Banksin Argentina by the CGT — applies to both couniries.

This demands, naturally,

an analysis that has to be conducted in the

Labour Left and campaigns made for the re~call of the British Fleet.
May Day in Britain was very weakly organised and dispersed in ail big
towns; one must declare that this policy was aimed at decentralising the
masses’ pressure from the Labour and Trade Union leadership, to allow
the latter to continue a policy of conciliation with the war of Thatcher.
In that war, they all divert the attention of the masses from the situation
internally, and the apparatus continues with -a contemplation of the

situation of over three million officially unemployed, which is nearer the

four million mark in reality.

In Haly, much of May Day was a point of rallying against the
murder of the Communist Mayor of Palermo. Why not do this in Britain -
use such occasions to discuss massively the Malvinas and what the Labour

movement proposes?

What is important is that the Left has learned to separate
itself from the class interests of imperialism and has condemned the war.
But the abstention of Labour sectors in the local elections is a conscious
blow at the limitations of the policy of the Labour Party.

The CND demonstrations against the war and the forthcoming ‘reception’
for Reagan are instances that show that the population is not behind

Thatcher and the ‘nation’ she represents.

In the local elections they

have not found the means of expressing what they are learning, but it will
be expressed later. Large movements and campaigns must be organised
in the Labour Parly and the Trade Unions for the recall of the Fleel, for
support to the Argentinian masses, and for a programme for the social
progress of both Argentina and Britain, to include the bringing down of the
Thatcher government. This is what the masses seek, and they must be
allowed to speak, discuss, debate, intervene and organise with the Trade

Union and Labour movement,
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The crisis of British Rail and
the need for workers

control

The threatened closure of the
Shildon and Norwich railway work-
shops — and the reduction of 50%
of the workforce at Swindon ~ with
probably loss of 5,000 jobs, marks

“a particularly acute stage of the

crisis in the railway industry. The
very fact that the General Secretary
and National Executive of the NUR
(Nationa!l Union of Railwaymen) has
been galvanised into threatening
strike action is a proof of just how
deep the crisis is,

The rundown of the railway
system and the decimation of the
workforce is the logical response of
a system which has neither the
ability nor the interest to develop
the economy, Ilts only interest, as
the attack on the Malvinas and Ar-
gentina shows, is.war and the pre—~
parations for war, This crisis in the
railway industry is another proof
that the policy of conciliation,
followed in one degree or another
by all the trade union leaderships,
no longer has even the slightest
validity, The fact is, in this in~
stance, that the refusal of the NUR
and the TSSA to make common cause
with ASLEF fo resist the ‘produc—
tivity’ agreement demanded by the
government and British Rail man—
agement has not resulted in the pro-
tection of employment but in yet
another brutal attack on the work
force, Of course, the decision of
the NUR Executive fo resist with
strike action the threatened sacking
and closure is fo be welcomed, it is
certain that the mobilisation of
5,000 pecple in Shildon — most of
the population, in fact -~ against
the threatened closure of the work—
shops has had its effect on this
trade union leadership,

WORK SHARING WITHOUT LOSS
OF WAGES

This demonstration is just one
indication of the fact that the
essential force to confront and de-
feat the policies of the present Tory

government is the mobilisation of
the masses, The railway workers,
in common with the whole of the
working class, are not faced with a
simple ‘industrial’ problem. The
railways are not only the source of
employment for a quarter of a million
or so workers, but also an essential
service to a large proportion of the
population. Therefore, in any con-
frontation with the government, the
railway workers have {o base them-
selves on the masses who are the
users of the service, In a very
limited way, the three railway
unions did this in 1976. This was
under a Labour government which
gave some financial aid fo the rail-
way industry and thus allowed the
trade union leaderships to drop the
campaign, Now, any such mobilisa~
tion will have a much greater sig—
nificance. Now we are in different
circumstances, with a government of
a different complexion, and with the
crisis of the capitalist system that
much more profound. Today, and for
a long time, the problems posed for
the working class and the mass of
the population by the total crisis of
capitalism cannot be answered by
traditional trade union methods and
thinking, Demonstrably there is no
possibility of the trade unions, of
anybody else, running the capitalist
economy beiter than the capitalists.
Certainly, in this instance, the
demand for work-sharing without
loss of pay has to be made, and
occupations as a method of struggle
used, The argument that workshops
have to be closed because ‘there is
ne demand’ has to be refuted!
There is pleniy of demand for rolling
stock. Zimbabwe, for example, is
submitted to South Africa to fulfil
its need for railway equipment and
stock. 1t would take all that was
offered. There is plenty of demand,
but capitalism works on profit and
not for need. This is how the dis—
cyssion has to be developed, fo-
gether with the struggle,Turn to paged
a-—

assess the occupation of the Mal-



AMERICAN IMPERIALISM
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or fell in the sea. A great number
of soldiers went over to the Viel-
namese.  The military patriotic
sentiment even in high level officer
rank of the capitalist armies is
yielding place to soc¢ial sentiment.

Reagan shouts more than Carter,
but without having increased his
strength or his means. Carter
showed that at the end he had to
negotiate. One president may ne-
gotiate more than another, not
because he is a better person bul
because he is obliged to negotiate
otherwise, anyway, he has to close
up shop. The relation of historic
forces are not now only military
but are essentially social, Capi-
falism dlsmtegrates enarmous{y.
Socially the Soviets have half their
army in the United States, France,
Germany and all the capitalist
countries -  because people are
going to act in a way convenient to
social progress which is the Workers
State. For capitalism in the middle
of the preparation of the war, Foot
emerges as leader of the British
Labour Party. European capitalism
aims at Reagan, showing to him the
experience that they have in matters
of war. For example, the French.
The French fleet rebelled in 1919
in the Black Sea where half of the
officers and all the soldiers refused
to bombard the new~born Soviet
Union. In Algeria, an immense
quanhty of officers setved in the
liberation struggle.  In Vietnam,
in Dien Bien Phu, half of the officer
deserted, It is this fear that the
French pose {o Reagan, for in any
new war, a war against the Soviet
Union; half the officers will go over

to the other side and all the soldiers.

Part of the capitalist military lea~
dership is already won by progress,
which means Socialism; and another
great part will go over 1o Socialism
as soon as the war has begun.
~This is one of the determining
factors of the crisis of the European
social democracy. They are trying
to :mpe! their International, or any
instrument that allows them to put
themselves inside, because they
feel displaced. It is the first time
that ihey have given support in 2
great measure, consistent support
to anti~capitalist movements like
Nicaragua and E| Salvador. They
support Cuba also, 1t is not.only a
manoeuvre. The Social Democrats
have o give a cerfain reply to what
is happening, to be able to continue
surviving and not to be surpassed
in their respective countries.
Examples of this are the Brilish
Labour Party and the German Social
Demscrats. The Labour Left,
through Foot, is going to the leader-
ship of the Parly, and tweniyfour
deputies of the German Social
Democracy demand in parliament the
reduction of military expenditure.
When twentyfour depulies make a
declaration like this it is because
they represent a wmuch greater
strength.

The resistance of the French and
Germans {o the Yanks expresses the
impoience of capitalism. The other
side of this is ‘we want to live, to
five’. The German population feels
occupied by the Yanks, and hardly
has the next war begun than they
will proceed to liguidate the Yankee
soldiers. Moreover, half the Yankee
soldiers will go over to the ofther
side or stop fighting, because in the

m‘

North Awmerican army

in- Germany
there are a great number of drunks
and druggists and thieves. In 2
recent report a North American
soldier denounced the conditions in
which they were living: ‘We have
been here for twenty years without
being able to bring our families.
in Germany no one wants us, and
this work is not worth the little we
eam’.

HUMANITY HAS A VISION
OF PROGRESS SUPERIOR
TO CAPITALISM

The whole structure which must
serve capitalism is disintegrating ~
the army and the Church, Without
having transformed the principles,
the conclusion and the texts of the
Church the behaviour of people now
is not strictly religious but Bol~
shevik and Soviet religious. Capi-
talism sees all this transformation
and cannot do anything. The Polish
Catholic Church is not the Church
of John Paul Il but a Polish Church
The Russian Orthodox Church is
similar, Who is capable of con-
vincing the Soviets to believe in
God? If some priesr comes to ask
that people listen to the word of God
the answer is ‘My brother, we listen
to the voice of the Central Comm-
ittee, and God is in agreement’.

On the side of capitalism there
is a continual deepening and ex-
tension of the crisis of hourgeois
policy. This is because it does not
find the forms of applying the con-
ception of the defence of capitalism
at the same time as preparing the
war against the Workers States. The
indication of this crisis is the
thange within iwentyfour fwours in
the policy of the United States.
They change from Carter to Reagan.
If there existed a policy of under—
standing on the part of the leading
caste of a capilalist counlry,
whoever might be the president
should continue with the same
policy. When they have to change

as they do with opposition from
one moment fo the other; it is be-
cause there is no security in the
capitalist system that it is going to
last. Neither does Reagan have the
security that he is going to last
much longer.

Hence the measures and declar-
ations of the Reagan government are
efforts at blackmail, pressure or
serious preparations to bring the
capitalist world behind it. These
evenls occur when there is no
security or stability in the capitalist
power, nor in its ruling class -
otherwise it would not make this
policy which divides and disturbs
capitalism itself. Although it goes
as far as war, it is going to do so
with a thousand different interests,
even in those interests as regards
the Soviet Union. This is a product
of the final stage of the capitalist
system.

Capitalism, the partisans of
self-management and the non-
aligned, are by-passed at every
instant by the implacable objective
necessity of dialectical materialism.
Humanity already has an indication
of progress in life: statification,
planning, workers confrel, inter-
vention af the trade umons and

that a Workers: State’ must sustain
and defend the other Workers States
because it needs to progress, and
it is necessary fo defend every
movement of progress which is in-
herent in the Workers State.

The strategies of the capitalist
armies know now that the next war
will ot be won with missites and
atomic bombs. The war is going to
mean a great disaster for humanity,
but the factor that wins is the
necessity of social progress. The
masses of the world already know
what progress is — the Workers
States, Poland, the Soviet Union and
Cuba. Cuba had 80% of the popuia~
fion iliterate; and now has an army
equipped with modern arms' of every
military capacity, and also with
pencils, blackboards and exercise
books. Semsza, before falling, cried
“They are invading me, invading
me’. And, when asked if foreign
troops were doing this, he said: ‘No.
Pencils and exercise books?’

All this has a repercussion in
the Communist and revolutionary
movement, leaving no place for the
policy of conciliation with capita—
lism. An indication of the failure
of the policy of conciliation is Tito
of Yugoslavia. What is the weight
and the present importance of Tito?
None. And not only because he
died, because even before dying
hie was supporting nothing. The
last meeting of the ‘non-aligned’
in which he participated was aligned
in progressive form in the defence
of the Workers States. They did not
name the Workers States, but when
it was necessary fo resolve on
atiacks and condemsations; they
were all against capifalism. The
support which these movements give
to the rvevolutionary process and
that of libetation is an. objective
alliance with the Workers States.
Hence it is that there is no place for
‘aeither with onenor the othel’, as
Tito said.

A1l the forces of capitalism are
it contradiction, and these arise
from the antagonism be )
talism and the Workers Stales.
These are not the contradictions
which arise through internal dis~
putes only, but are developed
through the historic antagonism
between capitalism and the Workers
States. The inter-capitalist contra~
dictions do not substitute for the
principal antagonism, but they are
combined. This situalion reduces
enormously the capacity of imperia—
fism for war, hecause a very greal
opposition Is the resuylt. World
capitalism is preparing war with a
very great decomposition and with
symptoms of immediate capitulation
in extensive sectors of capitalism.
But the Workers States enter into
the preparations of the war with
the most profound cleansing which
has ever existed in history, as in
Poland.

13 February 1981 J. POSADAS
THE MALVINAS

from page 3

expropriatron  of foreign capital

which is the real cofonialiser and
cause of the present economic
crisis, The British in the Malvinas
have no right to be there, and they
have to be thrown out; but afso it is
necessary fo throw out the Yanks
and the financial sectors who, for
some time, have occupied the

‘Argentinian economy - the very

British: Ra#l
continued  from page 3

both education and the Health
Service are beginning to mobilise.
The ‘triple alliance” of steel, coal

The essential question that has and railway workers would be a very
to be raised is: who runs the railway good thing if it were actually put

service and for whose benefit? The into practice,

but - the immediate

question of workers’ and popular necessity is for a united front of

control is particularly relevant 10 workers

3 service which is already nationa—
lised. [fthe struggle to defend the
railway industry takes the form of a
united front Detween the workers

in the social services,
Primarily health, education and
transport.  [f there is a reluctance
—~ and there is ~ by the {rade union
leaders to organise such concerted

and the users of the service, then action then it has to be done through

the basis foy the control of the rail-
way industry by commiitees of

focal committees at the base of the
unions in the social services which

workers and users of the service is are not coming into struggle. The

already la

ide At the same time, the reluctance of the trade union leadsgy~

railway workers have to direct them— ships in general — some more than
selves to the advancing Labour Left others — to take simply organisa—
which can be in the position to form tional steps, like a united front of
4 bridge between the workers, on public service workers, stems from
the one hand, and the population, on the illusion that it is possible fo

the other.

In all this, the essential solve problems within a single

first step is to open a discussion industry  without confronting  the

which involves the workers of the governmend,

However, it really

industry, the comrades of the Labour does become impossible to avoid

Left and the population generally,
tt is not simply a question of calling
on the masses to supporf workers in
struggle, but of tapping the social
intelligence of the masses, Capi-
talism, as a system, has no ideas
because it has no future, The de~
velopment of ideas for the progress
of humanity comes essentially from
the intervention of the masses based
ori the existence and advance of the
Workers States.

WORKERS AND POPULAR
CONTROL.

The crisis of the railway industry
is not an isolated event, At this
moment, all the social services -
and transport is a social service -
ate under attack, The workers in

the conclusion that the capitalist
system is no longer open fo reforms
of concessions. It is on the basis
of this fundamental conclusion that
all the discussions and mobilisa—
tions in the next period have to be
hased. If the railway workers are o
be mobilised, and it is going o be
difficult for the union leadership to
avoid, then appeals have to be made
for the mobilisation of the popula-
tion in support of the railway work—
ers struggle, for a united front of all
public service workers and for the
widest possible discussion in the
work—-places and amongst the popu-
lation generally, on the basis that
all social and public services must
be taken under workers’ and popular
control,
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element which allows Argentinian
territory to be ulilised in the ser~
vice of the masses.

At the same time, it is necessary
to expect in Argentina a deepening
of the crisis in the heart of the army
where a sector is nof going fo stay
stilt and will seek fo continue with
other measures in the economy and,
at the same time, elevaie the rela~
tion with the Soviets. This situation
has not given force or authority to
capitatism and to the government
itseif in Argentina. On the contraty,
the crisis increases its weakness
and will soon deepen the interal
confrontation, Cde Posadas has
already analysed this, as regards
the relation of the Soviets with the
Argentinian government, five years
ago. Such a relation can fortify
capitalism momentarily in one or
another  matter  but weakens it
internally and, as a conseguence,
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prevents it working in a centralised
way as a class in front of the action
of the masses. We are helping this
process which is going to become
more profound.

This situation, provoked by the
occupation of the Malvinas, shows
the fragility and the level of dispute
in the whole of world capitalism
which makes conflicts without im-
portance like this acquire such a
dimension. At the same {ime, the
Yanks, without having been those
who provoked such a situation, try
to extract advantage; hence the
decided attitude of the Soviels who,
more than just the defence of the
position of tne Argentinian govein—
ment, go against the intentions of
imperialism which seek in fhis
process an excuyse to increase its
intervention in this zons.

14 April 1982




Manifesto for the
the First of May

This manifesto for the First of May 1981, published in the name of the
international Secretariat of the Posadist |V International in 1981, was
formulated by comrade J, Posadas who died a few weeks later, We repro—
duce it here as a salute to his memory, and because it retains all its

Workers of the world, unite!

J. POSADAS

relevance as a document for a whole historic stage.

The crisis which the world sit-
uation produced in the Communist
parties and the necessity for a
world united front have to be taken,
on this First of May, as a funda-
mental part of the present stage and
development of the confrontation,
system against system. A United
Front must be made with all the
workers parties, the nationalist,
popular, progressive movements,
beginning from local united fronts
impelling the struggle for national
and social liberation against the
capitalist system.

Poland is an example of the
progress of history. In Poland,
and in all the Workers States (So-
cialist countries), there is in train
a process of preparation and de-
velopment of leadership which puts
order into the advance to Socialism.
If there are contradictions on this
road, they are not produced by the
system of the Workers States but by
the leaderships. These contra-
dictions are the product of the gap
which exists between the Workers
States and the social regime they
develop, and the leadership which
does not respond to the necessity
of the Workers State. The problem
in the capitalist system is another
one entirely, because ali the capi-
talist leaderships are the direct
expression of the capitalist system.
In capitalism, the system itself is
responsible for the problems, but in
the Workers States it is the leader~
ship which has to be changed and
is being changed, as much in the
USSR and Czechoslovakia as in
Poland.

The most important events of
history are constituted, in every
shape and form, by the principles of
social progress which - from the
smallest to the most elevated -~ ali
represent anti—capitalist progress.
Capitalism is preparing the war,
but it cannot do it when it likes, as
it likes, and where it likes. [mper—
ialism seeks to unify the whole of
the capitalist system under its
leadership. It attempts to do this
in an attitude of desperation, in
order to contain the progress of the
world Socialist revolution, but it

makes this preparation in the midst
of the greatest gontradictions of the
regime, and in the face of the flood-
tide of the process of the liberation
of the world masses. The masses
of the least cultural level,and those
of the greatest, tend to unify among
themselves because the road to
progress is the anti-capitalist
struggle; this is what unites them.
The liberation movements are not,
in the strictest sense, simply
mavements of national guerrillas,
They are hoth guerrilia movements
and revelutionary armies dedicated
to social transformations.

This is the Front of the progress

of history. It is the Workers State
which stimulates, impels and orga—
nises the resolution, decision and
programme to progress of any move~
ment in any part of the world,
Moreover, this progress can only
be achieved through social trans—
formations. This is why everyone -
from the six—year old child to the
90 year old man or woman -
intervenes equally in the struggle
and they participate as humankind
and not simply as members of a
family. They do not abandon the
family but their conduct is deter—
mined by their consciousness of
participating as part of humanily.
This can be seen in Nicaragua,
E! Salvador, Africa, in Ethiopia or
Madagascar. There can be seen how
the process develops towards the
progress and unification of human-
ity There are no progressive
movements of any kind in the world,
from the ‘Greens’ (Ecologists) to
the Communist parties themselves,
which do not seek anti-imperialist
and anti-capitalist united fronts,
They all have to end up in adopting
the programme of the anti-
capitalist struggle. This means
that they are fed to measure, to
observe, to judge movements and
countries according to programme
and ohjectives. It is true that
method of struggle and forms of
struggle are important, but they are
secondary in comparison with pro—
gramme and objective, which is
what -~ in the last instance -
decides the methods and forms of

MAY 1981

basis of the programme and objec—
tives of anti-capitalist struggle.
Appeals have to be made for a
united front of all the anti-
capitalist movements against the
war which imperialism is preparing.
Appeals for the development of the
revolutionary anti-capitalist strug~
gle and appeals to the North
American and Japanese peoples.
We call for the trade unions of the
Workers States, of the USSR. of
Poland, of Nicaragua and those of
all the world, to make appeals to
the trade unions of the United
States for a struggle against North
American capitalism. They should
condemn those who dedicate hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to
sabotage Poland, whilst this money
could be wused to make North
America progress. Let them look
at the example of the Soviet Unien,
Poland and of the other Workers
States where the masses are free
to discuss, to intervene and to
learn how to construct the Workers
State. In this way, the masses of
the Workers States are progressing
on the basis of discussions, and
superseding, expelling and casting
aside bureaucrats and camarillas
which the Workers State has to get
rid of. These (bureaucracies) are
the result of the state of backward-
ness in which historically the
Workers States were bormn. This
backwardness is not just an eco-
nomic problem but it means also a
political backwardness of the
leaderships. However, in North

struggle. All this demonstrates that America they murder presidents!

the world wants to progress, and
that from Africa and Asia to Latin
America, they progress by unifying
themselves with the example of
the revolution of 1917.

Moreover, this phenomenon has
to be discussed in the world Com—
munist movement, in all the Com-
munist parties of the world. There
is no impediment to prevent them
from criticising the USSR or ils
leadership if they choose to do so,
but they must discuss, however,
that progress has to be anti-
capitalist. There is no progress in
the world which is not anti-
capitalist. Any crisis at all in
capitalist countries, like Britain or
italy, is determined by the crisis
of the system itself, and the capi~
talist system has no solution.
There are no longer any lifts which
would allow capitalism to rise
higher... The lifts which exist in
history today are of no use to the
capitalist system because they are
outdated. The way in which to
get higher today is  with Soviet
rockets, which are both more rapid
and know where they are going.

Appeals have to be launched to
the Communist parties, to the Com~
munists, Socialist and Left move-
ments, to the Greens (Ecologists)
and revolutionary movements, o
unite for social progress on the

In North America they resort o
killing presidents in order to solve
their problems, whilst in Poland
they have not killed anyone.

This shows the stage of history
which we are in. It is not a stage
in which there is the perspective of
years of progress, but a stage of
final decisions. To make any
country progress a United Front is
needed ~ which proposes nationa-
lisations and planning - of the
workers, Communists, Socialists,
radicals, ecologist movements.
This United Front must declare that
the progress and maintenance of the
economy, of either ltaly, France,
Britain or Germany, cannot be made
at the cost of the workers. There
is no need at all for it to be this
way. On the contrary, it is capita~
lism which cannot resolve any
problem and this is proved by the
crisis which can be seen from Ger—
many and Japan to North America
and Haly, in the capitalist system.
There can he no solution or arrange
~ment inside the capitalist system.
This is why the call has to be made
for a United Front with a programme
of anti-capitalist struggle, and of
unity with the Workers States. We
appeal for the Communist parties

of the world to make a United Front
with the Communist parties of the

{ Continued on back page.)
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We salute this May Day celebration 1982, which symbolises the fact
that the process of advance in Britain forms an integral part of the world
process. At the cenire of this world process, a determining centre is the
Soviet Union and the system of the Workers States, whose existence and
advance determine the advance of the whole of humanity to Socialism,

The Workers States represent the social, scientific, cultural, human
and even economic progress of humanitys The level reached by the world
economy, and productive forces, demands a superior form of social organ—
isation, of property relations and of planning. Capitalism wants to stop
this necessity with the war it is preparing against the Saviet Union and
the Workers States, and with the deployment of first strike capability in
Western Germany and Europe. But the Soviet Union has acquired the con—
fidence that the struggle with imperialism is an antagonistic one, and
makes no secret that it does not depend on missiles in Europe to attack
the USA directly. Imperialism cannot crush the progress of the Workers
States any more than it can prevent Socialism. Socialism is a necessity
of the economy, of science, of culture, human relations, and life itself.

The confidence of the masses of the United States to oppose the war
preparations of their ruling cliques is based on the feeling that the Workers
States determine the world balance of forces today, and have the initiative.
This decomposes imperialism, right to the core, inside its state and
military apparatus. An increasing number of top ranking military leaders of
imperialism have opposed the nuclear war prepared by imperialism against
the Soviet Union. The resignation of Carrington in Britain contains some
of this and forms part of the historic weakening of the moribund capitalist
regime. The drawing close of the final settlement of accounts fundamen—
tally debilitates and divides the ruling teams of imperialism, whilst it

continuously strengthens and renews the leaderships of the Workers States,

The changes in China are slow but in an anti~im perialist direction.
They tend to draw China closer to the Soviet Union, if only because any
Workers State, in order to live, has to stop co—existing with imperialism.
Poland . breaks its links with the World Bank and comes closer to
COMECON and the Soviet Union, the same as all the other Workers States.
in front of this decisive unification of the forces of progress and Socialism
capitalism has no answer but counter—revolution and war.

The masses of Britain, like those of the world, express the advance of
the world balance of forces favourable to Socialism in their extra—
parliamentary and political progresses. The elections in Southern [reland
— a completely unforeseen event by capitalism that strikes at its war
preparations — form part of the impulse which the Irish masses give to the
advance in the Labour Party, and have been in part motivated by the
acdvance of the Labour Party themselves. The ‘peace’ movement advances
in strength and maturity, linking itself each day more with the trade union
and Labour movement. There are movements like that for ‘natural birth’
which mobilise thousands of people preoccupied not by the obsession with
nuclear war but with leading a conscious and dignified lite, human relations
and relations with natures The source of strength and inspiration for this
lies in the Soviet Union and the Workers States, which allow peopie to
prepare themselves without fear, conscious that all problems can be
resolved.

Whilst capitalism fills its papers with slanders against the Workers
States and news about its own crisis, like the Malvinas Islands, the USSR
investigates space, builds a complete orbital space stalion, explores
Venus by remote control, and proceseds confidently with the investigation
of this planet and the cosmos, The confidence with which it does this is
that of a regime that has no doubt about its superiority, military included,
The formidable contidence and security of the USSR in the face of the
first strike Yankee nuclear missiles being deployed in £ urope is immense—
ly more important to characterise the Soviet Union as a regime than its
bureaucratic limitations, which are each day weakened.

In the face of this, any sort of progress in capitalism is rendered im—
possible. Capitalism is exhausted. Any proposal of progress, like the
‘fares fair , meets with the opposition of the judiciary, the police and the

Law Lords. The masses learn that, for capitalism, ‘democracy’ s what
serves its Interests of accumulation, domination, undisputed power. The
support given by the Thatcher government to the elections in E! Salvador
is an epitomy of this. For capitalism ‘dictatorial’ is all that allows the
workers to decide in the leadership of society, free of all bourgeois
hindrance. The capitalist conception of nature and history is essentially
subjective, limited pyrely to the defence of its crude class interests, The
masses are learning to differentiate between their own class interests and
those of British imperialism, and the changes in the Labour Party are
about the break of Labour from imperialism.

Capltalism is incapable of allowing any change that spells progress for
the masses. As its crisis deepens, the social regime of capitalism be—
comes more and more antagonistic to even the most simple and common
elements of progress. The policy of negotiation with capitalism to obtain
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Warkers States: a United Front of

Socialist, Communist, Radical and
Left movements, with the Left
Liberal movements and the Ecolo-
gists is also needed. This has to
be on the basis of the programme of
social progress in every country,
to form part of the fulfilment of the
national necessily for social pro-
gress. it has been proved already
that none of this will be done by
capitalism, which is preparing for
war instead. The installation of
missiles in Europe, in common with
all the preoccupations of imperia~
lism, is intended to organise a base
from which imperialism can prepare
itself secretly against the system
of the Workers States.

In Poland, there is not a process
of rebellion of the workers against
the Workers States, but rather a
process - and an outbreak of
process — on the same lines as
Dantzig and Steftin, to put order
into the functioning of the Workers
State and to develop a leadership
that responds more directly, or
directly, to the necessities of the
progress of the masses and of the
Workers State. All this process in
Poland is to make the Workers State
progress. There is not one demand
put forward by the Polish workers,
or by the workers of any other
Workers State, to return to capi-
talism! Far from it!- Any demand
put forward by the workers there
is to impel the Workers State. But
those put forward by the workers of
the capitalist countries support the
struggle against the capitalist
system. This- is the judgement
which the Communist leaders must
make. These are the criteria and
conception which must animate the
Communist, Socialist and Radical
leaders when they make a judge-
ment. It is not a problem which can
be solved by criticisms or dissent
against a lack of liberly. In reality
it is the stage of confrontation,
system against system, in which
what allows an advance is the road
of the construction of a new Socia—
list sociely.

A United Front of all the Com-
munist parties with the Workers
States is necessary. Let the
Workers States — the USSR in
particular ~ launch appeals to the
masses of the United States, and
stimulate them to make demands for
the elevation of their standard of
life in the United States, and to end
the massacre which is being made
of Black Children, following the
massacres that have been made of
Black aduils. Voday, in the
United States, they have descended
to the level of murdering Black
Children and this illustrates all the
degeneration of the ruling layers
of North American imperialism-

An appeal has to be launched to
China. A public and open discus-
sion should take place on the
preblem of the crisis in China and
in Yugoslavia, as well. These are
the problems of the construction of
the Workers State, problems of the
construction of the leadership of
Socialism. They are certainly not
problems of any sort of crisis or
corruption of Socialism. It has fo
be seen that it is a matter of con-
structing leaderships for a new
society entirely, and that this con~
struction has to be made in the face
of the war preparations which the
capitalist system is making. More—

over, the Workers States also have

to correct all the previous defects ~
particularly those from the epoch of
Stalinism - in order to progress
now in the construction of Socia-
lism. Thus, at the same fime as an
appeal is made to discuss the poli-
tical barbarism of the Chinese
leadership, which makes an alliance
with the capitalist system against
the progress of the world revelution,
the USSR, Vietnam and the other
Workers States, an appeal has to be
made for them to finish with this
policy.

All this must be discussed in
the world Communist movement,
which must also formulate a pro-
gramme for the anti-capifalist
struggle in each country. They
must call for a United Front of
Communists, Socialists,Left Radi-
cals and Ecologist movements, as
part of the world United Front for
anti-capitalist struggle.

This stage of history has proved
that all the fundamental conquests
that have been won are due to the
existence of the Socialist countries
which determine the progress of
history. The continued existence
of backwardness, all the retreats in
history and in life, are due fo the
existence of the capitalist system.
This means that it is necessary to
seek the incorporation of the North
American masses into all the strug—
gles. One has to be concerned to
make appeals io them. We appeal
to the trade unions of the Workers
States and to those of the large
capitalist countries to held public
and anti~capitalist debates. This
process will reach the North Ameri~
can masses. We call on them to
make appeals to China to sever its
links with the capitalist system.
:Calls have to be made to the Chi~
nese government, the trade unions
and masses of China, to intervene
to stop the leadership making an
alliance with the capitalist system
against the system of the Workers
States.

There must be appeals of the
Workers States, and the Soviet
Union in particular, to support all
the revolutionary movements; and,
whilst it is fully justified to make
anti-bureaucratic  criticisms in
judgement of the Workers States, it
is also necessary to support the
Soviet Union in all the developments
which it has allowed in the revolu—
tionary struggles. There must be
more measures of public and anti-
capitalist discussion in all the
Workers States, China included.
These measures will clearly demon~
strate that it is the capitalist
system which feels moribund, and
not the Workers States. The crisis
of capitalism is so deep that it
reaches all its component parts,
This is expressed by the level of
competition between the capitalist
countries of Europe and Yankee
imperialism. This competition is,
essentially, political rather than
economic. Inter—capitalist com-
petition motivates massive rows and
struggles amongst all of them. 1t
motivates struggles which are ex~
pressed in the form of disputes,
assassinations and crimes against
each other. The blowing—up of the
Yankee ‘Radio Free’ station in
Munich is an instance of this,

The depth of the class struggle
and inter-capitalist competetion is
highlighted in Europe where French
and German capitalism itry to make

a front of resistance to the pressure
of the Yanks, who would like to
launch them against their will
against the Soviets. Woreover, in
each capifalist country there is a
process of crisis of the system,
which leads to a new recession. It
is clear that they will try to make
further attacks on wages, trade
union and political rights, Capita-
lism intends to do this; but it is

in conditions where it does not
have the strength to succeed. We
are not in 1938! Today, there is the
system of the Workers States which
constantly feeds the struggle of the
masses of the world and fuels the
anti-capitalist struggle. No doubt,
capitalism will fry - but it will not,
and cannot, impose itself on the
masses. Poland is an example fo
the masses of the world, because
they see that in Poland it is a
problem of political leadership, but
in the capitalist countries it is a
problem of social structure and
antagonisms.

The fuss which imperialism has
made over its space ‘shuttle’ is part
of this. However, the masses see
the difference between the way
imperialism resolves problems and
the way they are resolved in the
Workers States. In the Workers
States they are broaching the prob—
lems that arise out of progress,
rather than the problems that stem
from one expropriating from another.
They solve them by separating
leaders (from the function of lea~
dership), by simply casting them
aside and not by shooting or mur—
dering them. At the same time,
all that it is possible to do has not
yet appeared, but this is the general
line. What there is in the Workers
State is a cleansing, whilst in the

capitalist system it is all murder
and crime. '
The launching of the space

‘shuttle’ is part of imperialism’s
compelition with the Workers States.
it was done by imperialism to try
to gain some authority. over the rest
of capitalism, over the scientists,
and over the culturally educated
sectors of the population. It was
only done to try to gain authority.
Regardiess of the fact that the
launching and return of theastro-
nauts was successful, it was done
for the purpose of competition.
and capitalism is. incapable of
doing any hetter. In fact, all this
was done to prepare negotiations
between themselves rather than to
advance humanity. The Workers
State, for its part, does these things
to impel, to educate and to prepare
the conditions for the elevation of
fuman relations with the Cosmos.
And this has nothing to do with the
problem of negotiations, commerce
or war, Also, the delay in the
launching of the Yankee ‘Shuttle’
was not explained by the reasons
they gave; indeed it was the result
of their lack of preparation, together
with a fevered panic produced in
them by the competition of the
Workers States. This competition
of the Workers States is what goads
imperialism info trying feverishly to
appease, deviate or contain the

criticisms which come from North
American public opinion; it is to

appease the criticisms of the petly
bourgecisie and even the upper
layers of the proletariat, who see
the inferiority of imperialism. In
other words, the depth of this enter—
prise was an attempt to reassure
the North American petly bourge~
oisie and the world bourgeoisie.

If, in this stage of history, the
existing regime - capitalism -
prevailed, then the liberation move—
ments would not be anti-capitalist
but would try to develop capitalism
instead. However, the realily is
far from this, and any movement —
whatever its nature, whatever the

means at its disposal - seeks the
opposite of capitalism. This high—
lights the fact that the course of
history has already taught the
poorest and most backward masses
of the world that progress is done
through the struggle for Socialism.
History has taught them that Socia-
lism is not achieved by asking
permission, but rather that it has
to be imposed: and this means to
expropriate the ruling capitalist
layers which itself had expropriated
the peoples of the world. Thus, it
is necessary to show this unity
which exists between movements of
lesser or greater social importance
and weight., They are all unified in
the anti—capitalist struggle, in the
way in which progress develops.

We call for this to be discussed
in all the Communist parties, and
for the Communist parties to animate
an internal political life with a
process of constant discussions
and literary preoccupation. We call
on them to be preoccupied and to
intervene about China, Albania and

Yugoslavia. We call on them fo
make appeals for anti-capitalist
struggie, and for the opening up of
a discussion in the world Commu~
nist movement, which poses that
imperialism is preparing. for war.
We call on them to draw the con-
clusion that it is necessary 1o pre—

pare a movement of anti~capitalist
struggle to cut across the war pre—

parations which are being made by -

a sector of imperialism. We call

on them to discuss the fact that
even though imperialism may well
launch the war, it does not have the
strength to impede the development
of the revolution. In this way, the
movement stops being delermined
by what imperialism does or does
not do, and it demonstrates that we
don’t have to wait uptil capitalism
has launched the war to call for the
stimulation of the revolution. In
fact, it is already demonstrated that
the revolution has well proven that
it can advance in spite of capitalism.

Appeals must be launched by the
Workers States for them to conduct
a better democratic frade union
struggle and a better Socialist
democratic life. They must animate
meetings and discussions. The
trade unions, the workers centres,
the Party cells, the regional com-
mittees must all hold public debales
and meetings in which all the
problems are discussed. They must
hold meetings in which Poland,
China, imperialism are discussed,
where an interchange of ideas in
full plenaries can be seen to take
place publicly. [t must be seen
that there is the right for every one
to participate, to speak and draw
anti —capitalist conclusions. All
the masses of all the Workers States
must intervene and make appeals to
the masses of the world, particular -
ly to those of North America. it
may very well be that, for one

reason or another, the Soviets will
not do this right away, but this
task has to be done all the same.
Calls must be launched for support
fo the masses of El Salvador, to
the struggle of the masses of all
the small countries, as well as
those of the larger countries,
which struggle for national and
social liberation, be it in Africa,
Asia, or Latin America.

J. Posadas

more reforms for the workers by the trade union movement has become
obsolete. Any improvement of working class life will have to be fought
on a political plane and against the interests of capitalism. This demands
a political functioning of the trade unions. All those who have displayed
the greatest interest in the smal fest detail of the Polish workers® strikes
and struggles for the right to control society, production and their own
Party, must show equal concem for the blatant attacks launched on the
British workers, most of whom are severély impoverished and four million
of whom have no right to worke The most logical preoccupation is to
support strikes and demonstrations, factory occupations, against closures,
against unemployment, for the right to life, and against the Tory govern—
ments

On the First of May 1982 we call for a United Front Labour! Trade Union
and Communist Party, the Left groups and organisations, the ‘peace’
and ‘anti-nuclear’ movements, based on a struggle to overthrow the pre—
sent Tory government and prepared to implement, with the direct interven—
tion of the masses, an anti-capitalist programme to deal with the lack of
housing, unemployment, the lack of social and health services, the absence
of cultural and fraternal human relations. It has to be a United Front that
includes the masses of lreland, involving mass links and organisations,
The perspective is for a Socialist Republic of the Biitish Isles, and this
requires an alliance with the Workers States, particularly with the Soviet
Unions

CLOSURE OF ALL NUCLEAR BASES

OUT OF NATO

FOR THE PLANNING OF THE ECONGCMY UNDER WORKERS
CONTROL TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE POPULATION

FOR A UNITED FRONT OF THE LABOUR PARTY AND TRADE
UNIONS ON THE ANTI-CAPITALIST PROGRAMME AND A
MOBILISATION OF THE POPULATION TO THROW OUT THE
THATCHER GOVERNMENT AND ESTABLISH A LABOUR
GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS .

UNIFICATION OF THE STRUGGLES OF THE BRITISH AND
IRISH MASSES UNDER A COMMON ANTI-CAPITALIST
PROGRAMME.FOR THE IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH
TROOPS FROM NORTHERN IRELAND

FOR THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF THE BRITISH ISLES
Subscribe to RED FLAG
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Out with the assassin Conservative
government!

For a Labour government on a
programme of social transformations!

The Malvinas crisis has brought out most clearly the assassin and blind
nature of world imperialism. Hundreds of Argentinians have been killed in
a war to maintain the authorily of imperialisin and capitalism who try to
intimidate the masses seeking national liberation from capitalism and
allying with the Soviet Union. Capitalism does not propose any ideas to
develop superior relations of social progress with a country such as
Argentina. It seeks only to say: ‘We are master here and you, the masses,
of Latin America, are to shut up’. But the masses will not shut up, either
in Argentina or in Britain. American and British imperialism have simply
given an enormous impulse to the forces of the Left in Argentina, in
Britain and the world, o organise themselves against world imperialism.
Whilst imperialism massacres its way back into the Malvinas, the Soviet
Union prepares to send more and more aid to Nicaragua and Brezhnev’s
proposed visit is aimed to give an impulse to all the oppressed peoples of
the entire world that it is possible to stand up to and defeat world imperia~-

lism. The visit of the Argentinian foreign minister to Cuba marks a new |

stage in the upsurge of the Latin American revolution against imperialism.
The forcing down of a British plane by the Brazilian air force is also a
small image of the resistance to imperialism throughout the continent
which is going to show itself in all manner of new ways. Altogether the
Malvinas episode is a disaster for world imperialism ~ the Yanks are
immeasurably weakened in Latin America.  [ts own leadership will be more
prone to internal crises (Haig versus Kirkpatrick), and the government of
British imperialism has also opened the way- for even greater disorder in
its own ranks on how to setile this disastrous event (Thatcher versus
;Pym et al) ;

~imperiatism- -

THE EXTENSION OF THE WORKERS STATE AND

THE CHANGES IN THE BUREAUCRACY

Workers of the world, unite!

Monthiy organ of the
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— ANGLO-YANKEE IMPERIALISM, OUT OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC'

— FOR THE WORLD ANTI~!MPERIALIST UNITED FRONT! ‘

The fact that such a-small prob~
lem as that of the Malvinas, which
has no economic or strategic im-
portance, approaches the point of
war is the resuli of the climate of
disintegration and tension within
the capitalist system-and world

ANTI-REAGAN DEMONSTRATIONS IN LONDON

FAILURE OF YANKEE TERRORISH.

Reagan’s policy is one of trying to stop the progress of the Soviet
Union and its allies throughout the world by accelerating the positioning
of nuclear arms in Europe, impelling Israeli terrorism in the Middle East,
intimidating the Caribbean and Angola. = But, despite all the efforts of
imperialism, there is nothing substantial in the way of social and political
success to accompany all this terrorism organised by the Yankee imperia~
lists (including the attempted murder of the Israeli Ambassador).. The
European bourgeoisie are resistant to the political and economic blackmail
of the Yanks and this visit of Reagan toimpose Yankee dominion will fare
no better than the previous summits. Yankee interest rates cannot resolve
the problem that European capitalism, at the same time that in part it
submits to Yankee pressure, resists breaking trade links with the Soviet
Union. European imperialism backed the big stick against Argentina in the
previous stages but it fears the consequences of the Malvinas crisis. All
this shows the blindness of imperialism which brmgs about results the
very opposite of what it intended.

British imperialism has tried to pretend that ‘national’ sentiment has
been aroused by the Malvinas crisis. As usual, the opposite is the case.
The proletariat and its allies have continued the class struggle with not

the remotest chauvinist sentiment. It has not been able to expressall
; Ty O pcgog

action’ of British imperialism to- the
Argentinian action is to maintain
the authority of the capitalist sys—
tem by force, and not just over
Argentina’ but the whole of Latin
America. Imperialism's iniention
is to-stop the development also of
tendencies among the Latin Ameri~
can bourgeoisies and armies, which
move fowards an alliance with the
USSR and the other Workers Siates,

The murder of 300 sailors: from
the ‘General Belgrano’ and of civi-
lians in the Malvinas is the fruit of
the criminal desperation of British
imperialism, which feels that it is
sinking and tries to terrorise the
world in this way, 1t is a demon-
stration of the assassin character of
world imperialism on the level of
the Yankee actions in Viernam or ot
the daily murder of the Palestinians
by the Israelis, The world balance
of forces in favour of the masses
and the! supporiwhich the very pre~
sence of the Soviet Union signifies
drives imperialism to act in this
way, The Soviet Union supports on
a ‘world scale every national and
social liberation movement. It
intervenes, as it does in Argentina,
with commercial  agreements that
displace the domination of the mar—
kets by world imperialism and its
political and social inflyence. In
this way, the Soviet-Union is aiding
an inexorable process whieh no dic—
tatorship has been able to check,
On the contrary, the Argentinian
dictatorship has actually aided the
development of a nationalist wing in
the military, with all its relation~
ships with the USSR~ This nation~
alist wing tends towards an alliance
with the Soviet Union, and this is
a factor of decisive importance in

The-exaggerated 1o~

the reversal of the situation- Wbat
started . as -an apparent inter-
bourgeois conflict, what seemed to
be a dwersmnary manoeuvre on
everyone’s part, has escaped the
control of them all and turned into

a massive anh 1mpenahst ground?

~swe His .

savagery w;th which - they kill,

without any military or strategic.
sense at all. These murders are
intended to break the growing
alliance between the USSR and the
-pationalist ‘anti-imperialist ten-
‘dencies in the Argentinian military

This promotes the unification of
the whole of Latin America. It aids
the advance of the struggle of the
masses on a world scale, and it
already  constitutes a defeat for
imperialism.

The -advance of the Workers
States and the progress of the
popular revelution in Latin America,
Nicaragua, El Salvader and Guate-
mala, has increased the world crisis
of imperialism.and capitalism, and
accelerated the process of retreat
by Yankee imperialism in Latin
America. The masses, and even
sectors of the national bourgeoisies,
see all the weakness of imperialism
and feel, at the same time, that
the USSR and the other Workers
States are secure allies in the
struggle for progress, This is why
the OAS (Organisation of American
States) and the meeting of ~ mainly
Latin American — Ministers  pro—
duced such a revelt against Anglo-
Yankee imperialism. it forms part
of the world contradictions that
beset capitalism and this is why
capifalism can no longer unily itself
or draw the various world bourge—
oisies behind its strategy of world
preparations against the Workers
States and the masses. Moreover,
it can no longer intervene as it
used to against countries like Cuba,
Nicaragua or El Salvador.

The problem of the Malvinas
already represents a world defeat
for - British imperialism, but it is
also a defeat for Yankee imperialism
which has had to stand together
with Britain because Britain is iis
main-ally in NATO and in war pre-
parations. This explains the

“Uand T bourgesisie

itself.” Thege
tendencies are raising their head in
various agreements: on nuclear
energy, for example. When'a gov—
ernment like that of Argentina -
which only vesterday Yankee im-
perialism hoped to use against the
masses of El Salvador - is now
thrown headlong into the anti-
imperialist camp, it measures the
decomposition. of the capitalist
camp.

The progress in Argentina shows
that it is the intervention of the.
USSR that has influenced and de~
cided things, much more than the
dictatorship “itself..  Indeed, the
dictatorship, faced with the inter~
vention of the workers movement and
of the masses, has been in a pro—
cess of retreat for some time. The
demonstration called on 30th May
by the CGT (Argentinian TUC)
against the government was re~
pressed, but this was some time
hefore the Argentinian military
intervention in the Malvinas. How—
ever, on 10th April 1982 a similar
demonstration in which 500,000
peopfe participated took place after
the military intervention of Argen-—
tina; on this occasion the masses
went to demand changes, and 'this
gave confidence to the nationalist
tendencies in the armed forces. By
these mobilisations the people have
taken and imposed the democratic
right o participate, They have
imposed the ‘de facto' recognition
of the CGT, which took a'line in-
dependent from. the Government,
defending  Argentinian - sovereignty
by calling for :the expropriation of
British imperailist enterprises, - no
repayment of the external debt and

Turn to page g




THE EXTENSION OF THE WORKERS STATE

AND THE CHANGES IN THE J P0OSADAS
BUREAUCRACY

The policy of the USSR and of
the Workers States was originated
by Stalin, that is to say, a product
of the mind of the Stalinist bureay-
cratic clique. This did not stop
the Workers States going forward,
but it gave a deformed shape to its
internal relations. It also pushed
aside the weight of the proletariat,
which was then impeded from exer—
cising its function, as the ruling
apparatus endeavoured fo stop it
by supporting itself on the peasants.
Stalin passed from the killing of
six million peasants to supporting
himself on the rich peasanty.

The programmatic, theoretical
and practical measures for the con~
struction of Socialism must be in—
vestigated further. Theoretical
understanding does not amount to
pre—conceived analyses which have
fo be applied like blue-prints for
constructing something.  True
theoretical grasp means something
that progresses alongside practical
experience. This way, theoretical
conception can, and must, be mea~
sured against the experience of the
Soviet Union, which had to put up

with Stalin and Krushchev and end

up with a policy completely opposed
to theirs. Even Krushchev could not
avoid supporting Cuba because it
was a necessity; to allow the con-
ditions for the USSR to exist. It
was Krushchev who had to support
Cuba in 1960, and it shows how
much things had already changed
from Stalin. Moreover, only four
years after the Cuba
Krushchev himself was thrown out.
This means that we are dealing with
a process of ascent in the con-
struction of the Workers States
and laying the foundations for the
elimination of bureaucracy.

In the USSR there is a whole
apparatus that comes from Stalin’s
time. Krushchev reinforced it. 1t is
a wide structure that goes from
factory leaders to top Ministers, and
it is costly to put this right -
because you have to reach the
higher inner circles. However, the
political function which the USSR
plays no longer gives any scope for
the most egotistical type of bureau—
cacy that existed at one time,

Today, the bureaucracy has to unite
its own future to that of Socialism
and this shows how confined and
circumscribed  the  bureaucracy
really is. This means, in tum, that
it is the future of Socialism that
makes it act the way it does and not
its scientific, cultural and political
limitations. The bureaucracy can
no longer have either the structure
or the aims that were possible under
Stalin, or even Krushchev. The oid
apparatus still lives with the paro—
chial mentality of those who see no
farther than the area or the factory,
but -all the leading apparalus is
forced to form itself within the uni~
fication of its own existence with

that of the development of Socialism.

This is what gives confidence in
the objectives of Communism and
within  the -objective conditions
created by Communism. This is
why imperialism still tries to

corrupt the bureaucrats, to buy them

with private inferests.

free of inconsistencies.

incident, P
* 7 secure people, on cadres, on solid

_members from within the Parly
“structure. It needs all the security

The world process is ripe for
continuous progress and for the

Workers States themselves to go on
progressing. They have fo influence
the capitalist countries, they have
to disrupt the stages that go to war.
To do all this and to influence,
they need a policy free of lies and
It is the
bureaucratic apparatus that puls
difficulties in the way, that sabo-
tages policies; and this is pre—
cisely why the Soviet leadership has
to continuously remove people from
that sector. The very top bureau-
cratic apparatus of the USSR de-
pends on the world extension of the
USSR in order fo continue to live,
Stalin used to cling to the coat-
tails of the USSR -and remained
hidden under them but, at a given
moment, even he had fo adopt the
policy of the Left Opposition (1)
which had systematically opposed
all that he had done. Trotsky posed
that planning of industrial pro-

" duction had to be part and parcel of

agrarian planning, and Stalin had to
come round to accept this even

though he never admitted that it

was Trotsky's programme,

In Poland, just as in all the
Workers States now, there is a whole
process of confrontalion against the
capitalist regime. Far from being

motivated! by an economic or poli~
tical competition with it, it is the
final settiement of accounts that
moves all this. The bureaucracy
itself needs to be able to count on

there is, and so it has to expel the
others — because, in the movement
of confronting imperialism, it cannot
rely on weaklings who generate
doubt and conciliation; it it allowed
this, it would remove all the forces
from the Workers States and would
yield advantages to imperialism.
This goes to show also how mature
the process is, when it forces the
bureaucracy to have fo come down
to defend Communist principles in
order to keep going as a bureaucracy.
Today, the leadership of the Workers
States has to defend the Workers
States and their extension in the
world, and this goes counter to their
bureaucratic ways and formation,

THE AGRICULTURAL ISSUE

The Poles are much preoccupied
with making changes in the Com-
munist Parly, but there is a lack of
programmatic and political life and,
as this will have to come, they will
have to make further alterations.
As yet, they haven't allowed the
agricyltural workers, for instance,
to say anything. The workers who
labour on the private lands have no
veice. But the proprietors them—
selves complain that their own sons
and daughters have gone to the city
and joined the Communist Party!

In Poland, all this process that
is taking place is quife slow, but it
is all happening. One of the essen~
tial troubles to put an end in
Poland is private properly in the

VIVA THE VISIT OF BREZNEV TO NICARAGUA!

Printed by The Russell Press, Nottingham (TU)

countryside. There is this also in
the USSR with the Kholkhoses (2),
but they are getting rid of them,
modifying them. Now there is only
half of the original 260,000 of them
remaining. There is a better con-
centration and increase of pro-
duction that way. It also diminishes

the weight of Kholkhosian secial
power, They have also concentrated
the Svovkhoses, and a clause in the
New Soviet Constitution caters for
‘the right of trade unions to function
and the right for them to participate
together with the workers in the
Sovkhoses(3) and the Kholkhoses.’
This means that the Soviet Con-
stitution, approved in 1977, has
introduced changes in the USSR ’a
la Polonaise’ by letting the masses
have more say against the very
privileged Kholkhosians.  These
are solutions that need to be greatly
exiended, but soon you are going to
see reports of this taking place in
Hungary and Yugosiavia. In Yugo-
slavia, they have all these problems
plus those posed by the continuation
of the nationalities which is worse
than anything.

it is important to see that
Brezhnev always talks, in his spee—
ches, of the ‘trade unionisation of
the workers of the Kholkhoses’'-
This is a definite blow against the
high spheres of the Kholkhoses,
where you find the rich layers.

The liquidation of Stalin was
characterised by Pablo and the old
IV Internationa] leadership as a
process of ‘thawing’, but this wasn’t
a well~founded or representative
characterisation because the going
of Stalin did not remove the layers
of the bureaucracy and of the big
apparatus that needed to expand.
1t could not, because they were tied
up with other layers which they had
to remove. So what appearedon the
surface as a liberation was .in fact
an enormous  inter-bureaucraric
fight. The sector which wanted to
advance represented the Socialist
interest of the Workers State, which
had been hitherto subjected.
Krushchev wanted to keep subject~
ing it via an agreement with the
Yankees, and it is then that the
world heard his phrase, ‘that will be
the day, when we have as good
maize as the Yankees'.

But, to live and sustain itself,
the Soviet Union has to progress,
otherwise it dies. This is the first,
the essential step. To exist, the
Workers State has to measure up
against the capitalist system and, to
measure up io it, it has to impel
the revolutionary struggles in the

world, to increase its own social
weight, its social quality. As all
this finds its expression through
the expansion of the Workers State,
it increases in tumn its own social
qualify. By this, we mean that it
improves Socialist relations in the
Workers State, it increases its pre~
parations for the final settlement of
accounts: and this is well in train
now. The final settlement of
accounts, in that sense, has alreddy

twm to page 4
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that it feels, because the Labour Party organisation and leadership as a
whole does not correspond to its attitude, and there are no independent
class organs where it can expres its views and exchange opinions. But .
in the middle of the Malvinas crisis, the nurses and health workers (sup~
ported by the Miners) come out in national strike, opposition to government
policies increase on the railways, public service unions plan a united
action against government wage policy. and the civil service unions
go Left, ‘ ‘

The firm resistance of thethirty three MPs to the imperialist policy of
the government parallels all this activity and is reinforced by the heavy
abstentionism of Labour sectors in the recent local and parliamentary
bye~elections. This abstentionism is a conscious blow at the limitations
and lack of initiative of the Labour Party’s apparatus in every sphere.
The degree of abstention in the Morden election was over fifty per cent,
which is a complete repudiation of capitalism. Capitalism tries to conceal

-the importance of this, because the Tory electoral ‘victory’ here is in

reality a heavy defeat for the capitalist system- Doubtless a General
Election will bring a different outcome, but this type of abstention points
to major blows against capitalism in a General Election, because absten—
tionism on this scale points to a profound rejection of the capitalist system.

THE LEFT HAS TO MATURE POLITICALLY.

~The Left is in process of strengthening itself in the Labour Partyand
the trade unions. What it requires to act with greater audacity is a firmer
grasp of the world process, a realisation that imperialism lacks the

} historic initiative which is possessed by the Soviet Union. The Malvinas

crisis is a sign of imperialism’s stupidity and decomposition. Much more
could be made by the Labour MPs of the process in Argentina itself. How
come, if Galtieri was a fascist dictator, that the junta has been unable to
confront and defeat the CGT and its demands for social change. Open
support for the CGT by Left MPs and trade union leaders in Britain would
be an enormous stimulus to the vanguard — just as earlier a better dis~
cussion over Poland would have given greater confidence to the vanguard
and population against capitalism. ;

It 4s necessary to see that everything in the world is going to the Left.
Zimbabwe develops ties with the Workers States and begins to organise an
economy closer to the needs of the masses; the lranian revolution, despite
all its problems of leadership, defeats the aggressor lraq; Greece streng-
thens its links with Comecon; and in Spain the Socialist Party gains in the
Andalusian elections, and whatever the profound limitations of the
Gonsalez leadership, capitalism is enormously weak when it has to seek
to survive with the aid of the Socialists. :

The Labour Left has to discuss and publish much more, not just
protests against capitalism but seeing the world balance of forces, the
immense progress of the Soviet Union, the enormouis decomposition of
capitalism, its splits and fractures; thus allowing an elevation in securily
to sustain a programme of social transformations, the end of the monarchy,
the abandonment of nuclear missiles, and the development of independent
committees in the factories and the workers areas. ~ , ¢ go

AGRICULTURE AND THE NECESSITY FOR
SUPERIOR SOCIAL OBJECTIVES IN
THE WORKERS STATES:  J. POSADAS

Séven years ago | posed the

agrarian problem as it arises in the

Workers States, which is being
superseded by forms of agrarian
production in the USSR and in China
too.. The Sevkhos  is a form which
tends to supercede the problem and
to make the Kholkhos  decline.,
This process now in train has
become more marked., There were
something like 360 thousand Khol-
khos in the USSR and they reduced
that number by over a half, That
means that they concentrated them.
The resulf was an increase of pro-
duction and, together with that. a
decrease in production costs and a
better diversification of production.
What still goss on, however, is the
private use of these units - not in

the way private property does, but -

in the sense of & private use for a
camarifla. This has meant clearly
that, as production has increased,
the camarilla circles have also in—

4 creased; but so has the weight of

increas~
people.

the . agrarian - prolefariat
ed against  all these

The increase in agricultural
production isn't just a problem of
better  technology, better co-
ordination and mechanical or techni-

cal use of labour, The fact is that
the increase of production stems
from a superior technology, but this
also entails a programme of superior
objectives, The base for any such
plan of superior objectives lies in
that each one is motivated in what
he is doing. Each one wants to be
a delegate, a controller, an inspec—
tor, a director, a boss, a worker, an
employee, a father, mother, son or
daughter. All these things can be
done together., This is a most
elevated condition in which to be.
There is not a machine that pro-
vides humanity with this. Al the
machines. that are being. employed
to this end remain infefior to this
human condition,

The machine is the result of the
hand, having originated in the head;
and from the head, to the hand. So
the hand made technology advance.
Technology has also made intelli-
gent aptitude advance, Intelligent
aptitude ‘is .then prompied by the
hand, the finger, in impulses or co~
ordination of impulses, and each
impulse is the sum total of hundreds
of thousands of different things.

In agricultural labour, the most
wm to page 3
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the Malvinas Islands:

the nationalisation of the private
Banks. They also put forward the
need for the formation of a govern—
ment of transition, with the inter~
vention of the Opposition political
pasties, Now, anobjective alliance
between the trade unions and the
nationatist tendencies - both inside
and outside the armed forces - has
been developed, This is the axis of
any anti-imperialist United Front
in the present war conditions. This
will enhance the revolutionary con—
ditions in Argentina and Latin
America.

It is a new phase in the struggle
of the Argentinian and Latin Amer~
jcan masses. it is not the same as
in the time of Peronism in 1945,
which represented the stage in the
anti—-imperialist bourgeois nation-
alism. Now this process opens up
the stage of new Cubas and new
Nicaraguas! In other words, the
anti-imperialist process. takes the
path of real changes and social
transformations. This is implicit in
all the programmes of the Argentin—
ian workers movement(*) and the
latest declaration of the CGT con~-
firm this fully, Today, this type of
confrontation develops the authority
of the USSR and the other Workers
States in Latin America, because it
is proved that the Workers States
are united to the progressive strug—
gles whilst the capitalist system,
and British rmpenahsm are intent
on crushing every hbera’uon move~
ment, be it in Argentina or in
frefand. However, fqust as it has
been thrown out of Africa, Asia and
Latin America, it has very little time
left in Latin America. In this
atmosphere, the influence of
Nicaragua and Cuba advances, The
masses ‘of ‘Argéntina and Latin
America — as they move into action
- have these countries in front of
them as examples. The masses
combine the defence of the father—
land with economic and social mea—
sures to put the organisation of the
country at the service of the

population. This is the reason why
they take the Workers States as
examples, They acquire the tac—
tical ability of making an alliance
with the military government in
Argentina against imperialism, and
at the same time, developing all the
conditions to impose democratic
rights to push forward sectors that
are anti—~imperialist and to take
measures of -expropriations.

Imperialism’s -~ this means
Britain in the name of the Yankees
~ attempt to crush Argentina and to
impose a centralisation on all the
Latin American bourgeoisies and
armies ~ behind - i, has already
failed. This failure now expresses
itself within the European bourge-
oisies and governments, In the
beginning they supporied the war.
against Argentina, but now they
try to put a stop to it. In fact, they
anticipate damaging consequences
arising from such a military adven~
ture in the form of increased inter~
nal opposition in Britain, in the
Labour Party, and the subsequent
falt of Thatcher (and with her the
wnoie of the Conservative govemn—
ment). They fear these consequen—
ses as much as they fear the anti-
imperialist tidal wave in Argentma
and Latin America,

The role of NATO is seen
clearly for what it is: an instrument
for counter—revolutionary war not
just in Europe but in the whole

world: in this aggression by Bri-

tish ;mpenahsm. The chief member

of NATO in Europe, Britain, attacks

the Argentinian people, murders

them, assassinates hundreds of

sailors and soldiers, as part of its

strategy to impede the world alliance
of the USSR ~ and the other Workers
States ~ with the masses who strug-
gle for their national and social
rights,  This is the true role of
NATO, It is the High Command of
world imperialism in Europe, poised
to unleash counter—revolutionary
war against the masses, the revolu~
tion and the Workers States,

We call on the masses of the
world, on the Workers States and
Revolutionary States, on the Com-
munist and Socialist parties, on the
Socialist govermnments of France
and Greece, on all the Peace
movements and movements against
nuclear war, and on all Left Cath—
olic movements, to discuss the need
for a struggle to expel imperialism
from Argentina and Latin America
generally, We call on them totake
into consideration the fact that it is
the reactionary and  counter-
revolutionary character of the mili-
tary enterprise of British imperial-
ism that determines the progress,
and not the character of the present
Argentinian government.  Indeed,
the present Argentinian government
does not represent even the same
forces as it did before this situation
arose, © We call on the British
masses, on the trade unions and on
the Labour Party to repudiate the
intervention of British imperialism,
to bring down the Tory government
and to fight for a Labour government
in solidarity with the demands of
the Argentinian and Latin American
masses. The aim of the British
Conservative government in the
Malvinas Islands is no different
from that when it oppresses the
British. / masses and maintains
3 million unemployed. In other
words, its aim is to keep the capi~
talist system going. On the other
hand, for the military government
in Argentina, to maintain its oppo~
sition to British imperialism it has
fo yield democratic rights and take
measures favourable to the masses,
The Labour Left must learn from
this process how to dismember the
imperialist function of Britain by
struggling against capitalism and
the monarchy.

- Fori a world anti-imperialist
~Front against- NATO and all
the war plans of Anglo~Yankee
imperialism!

-~ Full support to all the move~
ments and peoples of the world
who. struggle for national and
social liberation!

- Fu(i support for the masses of

El Salvador, Guatemala, the
Palestinians and the lrish

masses!

—  Qut with the policy of the im—
perialist monopoliesof the EEC
who hope to crush the Argen-
tinian economy! Full support
to frading with the USSR and
the other Workers States!

Let the Soviet Union call on all
the peoples of the world to discuss
and to make conferences and mee—
fings agaiast the war perpetrated
by Anglo-Yankee imperialism on
Argentina!

Let ithe masses of the USSR,
those of Cuba and of the other
Workers  States, particularly in
assemblies where they make calls

THE ADVANCE OF THE FORCES OF PROGRESS IN EUROPE

The intensification of the crisis
in the EEC is part of the defeat
which the invasion of the Malvinas
represents for Aaglo-Yankee im~
perialism. The crisis of Britain’s
budget contribution is an on-going
one. The present agreement is only
partial and by no means favourable
to British imperialism. However,
the imposition of this year's farm
prices, over-riding the vetp of
British imperialism, is a consider-~
able intensification of the crisis
and a blow at British capntahsm In
the same way, the reluctance of the
EEC to impose sanctions on Argen~
tina ~ with ltaly and Ireland re~
fusing to participate at all ~ clearly
shows what the real depth of the
EEC crisis is. This crisis is not a
simple one of inter—capitalist com—
petition, but a fundamental crisis
of the war alliance against the
Workers States which Yankee imper~
falism is trying to hold together:

' The antagonism between British

imperialism and the rest of Euro-
pean capitalism anses essentially
because the Eumpean bourgeoisi

sees British imperialism as the
closest ally of Yankee imperialism.
Indeed, the question of Britain's
contnbutwn was discussed openly
in these terms. The Danes, for
example, pointed out that what
British imperialism saved on its
contribution to the EEC was spent
on armaments and war preparations.
In regard to the Malvinas, the
European bourgeoisies are con ~
cerned with the loss of trade with
Latin America - to the advantage of
the Workers States — but they are
even more concerned with the pro-
cess of advance towar‘ds the final

encounter between imperialism and
the Workers States on a world scale,
European capitalism, for ifs own
survival, looks for conciliation with
the Workers States, and the Anglo~
Yankee alliance is antagonistic to
this. This is what lies at the roots
of a situation in which the Thatcher
team is at odds with the rest of
European capitalism.

In this stage of hlstoey the com—
mercial and economic aspects, the
EEC itself, are lower on the scale
of importance than NATO. The EEC
and NATO are not separate entities.
In reality, the EEC is little more
than the economic under~pinning of
NATO. This fact gives the refusal
of the Irish Republic to support
sanctions against Argentina a par-
ticular significance. The world
balance of forces, favourable to
Socialism, and the anti-imperialist

pressure of the Irish masses, have
forced the Irish government to take
what is an anti~imperialist position.
At the same time, it has virtually
destroyed the possibility of drawing
the irish Republic into the NATO
war alliance. It is of no small im-
portance that the attempts to form an
alliance between British imperialism
and the Irish bourgeoisie, to con—
front the struggle of the masses in
the British Isles - and more im-
portantly, to confront the Workers
States - has been negated. This
has very deep implications, both for
the development of the revolution
in the British Isles and for the pro—
cess on a world scale. In the
immediate sense, it is clear that the
defeat of Fianna Fail in the recent
bye-election, in which Sinn Fein/

AGR!CULTURE AND THE NECES~
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important thing is certamly not just
the increase in technical ability to
produce, but the social objectives of
production. A very great part of
Soviet production goes to satisfy
the circles of high bureaucracy;
from the tocal, zonal and regional
sectors, all the way up to the big
bureaucracy of the Republics and of
the country. A very high percentage
of production - 1 evaluate it around
20% to 30% ~ falls into the hands of
these circles through what they call
the ‘black market’. It is not the
same black market today as it once
was, but it still goes on. This
creates a rupture in the chain of
production. it twists things so that
a part of the structure has to be
dedicated to necessary production,
whilst the most important effort is
clandestine! A unification has to
be made. Meanwhile, all this results
in social divergence which is even
expressed in plans of production.
These social divergences are be-

to the British masses and to the
masses of the United States, those
of the whole of Europe, foj a show of
solidarity with the masses of
Argentina  and Latin  America
against imperialism!

Resolution by
the Posadist IV International,
Sth May 1982,

(*3 In 1957 the Argentinian Trade
Union Centre produced the pro—
gramme of Huerta Grande .and
another of La Falida, which included
the expropriation of imperialist

property, the nationalisation of most
of the economy.

tween what the workers want and
what these circles seek.

There is also a difference be
tween the Sovkhos worker and the
worker of the'Kholkhos. The khol-
khosian has no choice but to sail
along, even if he sees that = the
trade union isn’t going anywhere,
if, on top of this, there isn't a
political life in the trade unions,
if there aren't any normal, regular
and weekly meelings, the workers
see no means of venting their feel-
ings, nowhere for them to propose
improvements and rectifications,
So, albeit reluctantly, they start
making their own arrangements
outside the trade union, the factory
etc. In this case, they start to work
outside  agricultural  production
altogether, and become a little open
enterprise. Agricultural production
itself is more like an enierprise
today, an enterprise in the country—
side. There aren’t any ‘peasants’
in the true sense. The people em—
ployed there are no longer peasants
but workers who.work in the country
-side, in much the same way as the
worker of the factory and, through
trade unions, the two re—join at the
same level,

In the Soviet Union these workers
don’t have a political life. This is’
why, in all the changes that were
made recentiy, Brezhnev insisted
that trade union life in the Kholkhos
must elevate, and in the Sovkhos
also. By an increase of trade union
life one must mean the right for the
trade union representative to inter—
vene in technical problems, in the
problems of production itseif.. This
declaration of Brezhnev is . an

. J. POSADAS

The Workers Party gained a consi-

derable vote, represents pressure
on Haughhey to base himseif more
on the Left and anti-imperialist
forces in the Republic of lreland.

The crisis in the EEC is but one
symptom of the total crisis of the
capitalist system- 'As such, it forms
part of the world balance of forces
which is favourable to the advance
to Socialism. It also has fo form
part of the basis of the confidence
of the Labour Left to raise its
sights and the level of the dis-
cussion over the EEC and in a
general sense. Indeed, it is the
moment at which. the Labour Left
should push the discussion beyond
a search for ‘a national solution to
the problem posed by the capitalist

crisis.  The crisis of capitalism
expressed in the EEC is ~inevifably

a search for ‘a national’ solution to
the problem posed by the capitalist
crisis. The crisis of capitalism
expressed in the EEC is inevitably
matched by an advance of the forces
of progress in capitalist Europe!
There is a Socialist/Communist
government in France which, for all
its limitations, expresses an atmos—
phere of confidence and the search
for human progress, There is a
Socialist government in Greece
which, more and more, rests on an
alliance with the Workers States,
with Yugoslavia -and Bulgaria in
particular. There has been, in the
recent period, the mobilisations of
engineering workers in Haly, Bel-
gium and LuxemBourg and, in the
last days, the enormous electoral
majority gained by the Socialist
Party in Andalusia in Spain. It is

twm to page 4

"attempt at getting nid of a camarilla

that cannot- be anything but very
ferocious-and gigantic. The bureaw
cracy -is always careful in dealing
with these problems because, when
you touch on them, you reaHy touch
the main body of bureaucracy -
not ifs foot, but the real centre of it.
Soon they wm have to embark upon
doing this.

In China, it is better - in the
sense that the Communes which
Mao Tse Tung favoured were a real
invention in order to defend them—
selves from such people as Krush~-
chev. When these disappeared, they

“left a structure behind. They dis-

appeared because of the lack of a
Party life and proletarian- base.
The Soviets managed to superssde
the limitations imposed by Stalin
because they had such a proletarian
base, and also 'such an Army. In
China, there 'is also an Army but
without a proletarian life. = The
Communists who are members of the
Chinese Army have little proletarian
connections.  They do not lack
Communist understanding and con—
viction, but they do not have a Party
life or a practical life of Party,
It will not take five years to put
this right, not because suddenly
they will rectify everything, but
there is already a progress which

is bound to continue. The Com-
munes ‘of Mao will return, but not
in the form of ‘Mao's ‘Communes’
but rather with the richness of the
experience  which ~the masses
themselves have made up to now.
The same gaes for the Soviet Union,
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THE ELEVATION OF THE POLITICAL REVOLUTION 14 extension of THEWO#-
IN THE WORKERS STATES

The motor for the progress of
humanity, the centre for the rhythm
of progress. lies in ‘the political
revolution in the Workers States.
From the point of view of imperial—
ism it should have intervened some
years ago to prevent the levels of
discussion which is evidently de—
veloping in the Workers States,
particularly . in the Soviet Unione
The prime reason for the survival of
capitalism after the Second World
War, despite the crushing defeat of
nazi Germany by the Soviet Union,
was the conservative and concilia—
tory functioning of the Stalin and
Khrushchev leaderships. Now the
prime reason for the incapacity of
capitalism, its ever—deepening de—
composition and degeneration, is the
fact that the policy of the Workers
States, led by the Soviet Union,
openly supports and gives aid to the
revolutionary struggles of the mass—
es of the world and abandons. the
the conciliation with world capita—
lism ‘of the Stalin era. The most
recent sending of 300 Soviet doctors
to Nicaragua is one recent example
of this Communist spirit

This. process nonplusses. capi—
talism but, at-the same time, fills it
with indecision. The more elevated
the discussion and communication of
the discussion on how to advance 1o
Communism in the Soviet Union, the
weaker imperialism becomes. Des—
pite all the Immense. lying propa—
ganda of capitalism, the world
masses see that the Soviet Union is
not Stalinist and is not the source
of international tensions What the
political revolution and discyssion
In the"Soviet Union has to clarify
is a more elaborated programme and
policy“in the Communist parties,
and to give a more profound orien-
tation in ‘the crisis of the social
democratic parties, .This is deve—
loping and - the recent’ intervention
‘towards ~ the lItalian Communist
Party, and now the Finnish Party,
are examples of the greater audacity
of ‘the Soviet Party In seeking to
rectify the nationalist and euro—
communist tendencies in the Com~

munist parties which allow capital—
jsm to survive a little longer.

The progress of. the political
revelution in the Workers States is
aconstant and elevating relationship
between the internal and external
aspects of the functioning of the
Workers States. . The process .in
Poland has  been one of immense
dimensions for the Workers States
and the world advance to Socialisms
But it was. only possible for the
Polish process to develop on the
basis of the previous progress .of
the Soviet Union in the struggle
against the worst excesses of the
bureaucracy and the greater security
given to the Polish Communist van—
guard by the strength of the Workers
States and the weakening of world
capitalism as a world system.
Although the process was primarily
concerned with liquidating one. of
the worst bureaucracies in. the
Workers States, one up to the eye~
balls in debt to world capitaiism
and a source of conciliation with it,
the Polish experience in tum is
objectively .a contribution .to the
overall total regeneration of the
Workers States

Soviet Union to deal with

When, in the Soviet Union, a
Minister of Trade - is ‘shot for
appropriation of state property and,

at the same time, a play in Moscow
‘deals with the last days of Lenin

when all the pre—occupation of
Lenin was with the growth of
bureaucracy, this reflects the
elevated Jevel of discussion in the
the
bureaucracy and the effort to under—
stand what to do now.

THE PRINCIPLE OF THE INDE-
PENDENCE OF THE TRADE
UNIONS. ~FROM  THE STATE
APPARATUS.

The _principle -of the inde—
pendence of the trade unions from
the state apparat us, but not from the
construction -of the Workers State
and Communism, affirmed in Poland
for the first time since 1917 in the
Workers States, has been decisively
reinforced now in the Soviet Union.
The limitations on the trade union
functionaries at the recent confer—
ence of Soviet trade unions, as a
result of the intervention of the
Party, is a decisive step in the
continuous liquidation of bureau—
cratic and administrative functioning
in the Soviet Union and a major
stimulus to the greater intervention
of the Soviet working class in the
functioning of the Workers State.
The lack of direct worker inter—
vention remains one of the greatest
limitations in the functioning of the
Soviet Union.

But even without the, as ypet,
direct intervention of the Soviet
working class, the efforts to deve-
lop trade union cadres who respond
to the needs of the Soviet workers,

who pay proper atteniion t0. con-
ditions of work and do not live a
life of an apparatys, means that
objectively the Soviet working class
is beginning to weigh more in the
decisions of the Party, and this
also weighs against the adminis—
trative power and interests of the
managerial, factory director sectors
of the bureaucracy. All this has
great implications for the function—
ing of the trade unions in the other
Workers States, particularly in
China — where the Chinese leader—
ship has tried to develop a workers
aristocracy with ‘its own interests
and a predominant weight in the
unions The elevation of the function
of the trade unions means a better
relationship with the working class,
which means inevitably a  beiter
political  orientation which, If
utilised with audacity, means a
better - intervention of the trade
unions of the Workers State in the
world as a whole, particularly to
intervene as an example against the
conservative trade union sectors in
the imperialist couniries, particular—
ly North America, Britain and

Germanys

The leadership of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union has an
fmmense  responsibility and a
growing sense of thise More and
more it has to act with the objective
of @ Communist International and
the - correction of the [talian and
Finnish parties reflect thise More
and more the CPSU will have to act
as’ orientators of the Socialist
parties and the nationalist move—
ments advancing towards Commu—
movements in Latin America. This

is more and more dictated by the
need to confront imperialism as a
world systems

THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE
LEADERSHIPS OF THE WORKERS
STATES,

Throughout ‘the Workers States
struggles are taking place and new
ones being prepared. The continu—
ous crises of the Rumanian leader—
ship, the changes in Albania, the
struggle in Yugosiavia over greater
objective planning of concentration
on exports to the *‘world market’, and
the unsolved problem of the leader—
ship in Poland: all accentuate the
need for new cadres and a better
functioning of the Communist par—
ties. Although @abandoning the

bureaucratic interests of the past —
particularly the Soviet leadership —
there Is still the need for a great
understanding of the Marxist method
as particularly developed by Cde
Posadas, and the understanding that
this is the epoch of transition to
Socialism, not the question of prob—
lems generated in ‘mature Socialism’
which is the official position of
Soviet theoreticians on the Workers
States.

The Malvinas dispute, with its
crude and brutal display of force by
the Thatcher regime, has shown the
pent—up forces of world imperialism
led by Yankee imperialism which are
aimed at the Workers Srates and the
masses of ‘the whole world.  All
this tends to dissolve the elements
of conciliation in the Communist
Party and in- some countries, such
as Spain, has led to a partial
shattering of the Party. In its
desperation, - the .Las Marinas
episode is an attempt to reply by
imperialism 1o everything that was
meant by the Soviet intervention to
Afghanistans.

At the same time, the Chinese
leadership has suffered a disastrous
defeat in all its objectives. It is
now. trying to adapt to a new inter—
national situation in. which its
allies, like Pol Pot, have been
liguidated, and imperialism has
nothing to negotiate with — refusing
to abandon  Taiwan.  because it
senses jt can extract no advantage
from China against the Soviet Union.

Thus it is obliged, despite contin—

uing to use language about ’super
powers” to attack imperialism over
the Malvinas. The clique in Peking
still continues all manner of lunac—
ies against the economy of the
Workers State, attacks on the Com—
munes, limitation on state planning
etc., but again have also. increased
their trade with Poland — which Is
objectively a_ strengthening of the
inter—trade refations within the bloc
of the Workers States,

Whatever the immediate response
the Soviet leadership will continue
to intervene towards China, knowing
that the structure of the Chinese
Workers State prevails againstt the
camaritias in Peking. In all this
process in the Workers States, the
army at times can partly substitute

for the Party — as in Polands The
base of the Left in China was shown
particularly in the Red Army under
Piao. Great interventions from the
Party and the army and the masses
can be expected in China, because

KERS STATE :

started; it is like a [ift that has not
reached the fifteenth floor, but is
well on its way.

The Workers State necessitates,
at the same time, a world relation
with the progress of history. The
progress of history is represented by
the struggle of the masses of the
world, the social conquests of the
masses of the world; and that means
social transformations.  This is
fotally inseparable from the neces~
ity of the Workers State to breaths,
which is also the necessity of the
bureaucracy, not because the respi-
ration of the bureaucracy represents
that of the Workers State but be-
cause, in a general historic sense,
it represents the necessity of the
expansion of the Workers State
which cannot just remain motinnless.
It has to expand, and fo do that it
has to impel the world revolution
and prepare for the final settlement
of accounts. This is a logical con-
clusion, almost a mathematical con-
clusion. It is not Einsteinist but
Leninist. 1t is a mathematical con-
clusion, without which the Workers
States would have been engulfed.

Capitalism has little notion of
the precise situation we are depic~
ting, because it has neither the
means nor cah it generate the con-
scioysniess, capacity or people io
see it. What it hasn't got, in the
end, is historic right so it cannot
think objectively. 1t cannot say,
‘What a brute | am. | shodld pack
up’, and then proceed to eliminate
itself. It cannot do that, so it has
to go on seeking how to keep going,
how to survive; and all it does now
is just survive.

The greatest imberiaiism of the

country, or anyone else, that they
will not fall prey to the Communists.
This lack of guarantee stems from
the fact that it no longer has the
strength to enforce anything, not
even inside its own system. Allits
contradictions impede it from deing
anything about it. Capitalist
contradictions aren't about contra-
dictory and competitive interest or
compelition  between  different
countries. They are about the fact
that capitalism has to depend on
investments, on buying and selling
with the Workers States in order o
survive, and the masses of the capi~
talist countries are for the Workers
States. All this is in the nature of
an antithesis. Capitalism lives
a stage of antagonisms that are
expressed  contradictorally. = The
problem for capitalism is that it is
no longer the sole and unique

system.  There is the USSR, the
workers of each country who are
opposed to capitalism; there is the
disastrous  economic situation of
the capitalist system and the need
for science, culiure, art fo progress.
it is like the air, you can compress
it in some container but, as soon as
you make an opening, it expands
again. The Workers State isn't
quite the same thing but the Workers
State has fo expand, and it does!
Capitalism can't any more. Capit~
alists who try to extend themselves
are now told to get out by the other
capitalists, but the Soviets have
the capacity to say, ‘Here | am,
and here | stay’. Then, the contra~
dictions in capitalism do not dimi-
iish but increase, and its anta-
gonism with the Workers States
accentuates.  Capitalism cannot
stop the chariot of history or impose
on the Workers States. it has to
keep going in ageny. You will see
the day when the White House will
have its name changed to ‘the Mad
House", and anyone who enters as

world ~ the Yankees - can no president will become insane.
longer guarantee fo any capitalist J, POSADAS 29.3.81

(1) Left opposition of the Bolshevik  (3) Sovkhos - State  farms
Party. against - Stalin’s policles.

(2} Kholkhos -~ Coileétive'farm.

The crisis in the EEC  from pege 3

aiso of some considerable im-
portance that the two major Commu~
nist parties in capitalist | Europe~

the French and the ltalian ~ have
brought out a resolution of condem—
nation of the war of British
imperialism in the Malvinas and have
agreed to work logefher in spite of
differences between their leader~
ships. This decision represents
both an advance in the world Com—
munist movement and a consolida-

tion of the forces of the Left in
capitalist Europe. It is by seeing
and participating in this process
that the Labour Left can gain
confidence to advance.

These are the objective condi~
tions which allow the Labour Left
to. take the discussion beyond
‘Britain ~ out of the EEC!’, tawards
the formulation of a policy leading
in the direction of a United Socialist
States of Europe.

the situation demands real changes
of policy, not simply tacking with
the wind.

As the confrontation with world
imperialism grows, it is necessary
to expect more audacity from the
Soviet leadership and a greater
attention to the need for Marxism
and Marxist cadres throughout -the

world, and in this the texts and
development of Marxist method by
Cde Posadas are fundamental,
Only these texts give a compre—
hensive synthesis and analysis of
the world process towards the
liquidation of capitalism as a
world system

. 4



FOR THE COMPLETE EXPULSION OF
THE ISRAELI ASSASSINS
- FROM LEBANON

EDITORIAL

THE POLITICAL MATURING OF THE
LABOUR LEFT IS NECESSARY TO
ACCELERATE THE DOWNFALL OF THE
CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT

The Israeli invasion of Lebanon — directed by Yankee imperia—
lism — shows both the closeness of the final encounter between the

system of the Workers States and the world masses and the capita—|

list system, and the desperately murderous nature of capitalism. It
the Israelis have been stopped at Be hrut it is because of the
-existence and intervention of the Soviet Union. In a very direct
 form, with the speech of Brezhnev, the Soviets have fold imperialisn
that it can go no further. Using Israel, Yankee imperialism has

acted in Lebanon in exactly the same way as British imperialism
acted in the Malvinas: they attempted o halt the advance of pro-
gress by terrorising the masses and, in both cases, it has been an
absolute disaster for imperialism. Of course, imperialism has killed
in this process Argentinians, Palestinians and Lebanese, but the
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THE MILITARY AGGRESSION OF ANGLO-AMERICAN
IMPERIALISM AGAINST ARGENTINA AND THE
DEFEAT OF THE WORLD CAPITALIST SYSTEM

This text has been
published as an Editorial in Lotta
Operaia, paper of the Trotskyist
Posadist v Intematmnal in ltaly;

it was published together with
texts by Comrade Posadas on Latin
America ~and Argentina - Editorial
Note, ,

NS

ISRAEL! SOLDIERS DENOUNCE THE WAR IN THE LEBANON
(MEETING IN TEL AVIV).

masses of Latin America, the Middle East and, indeed, the whole
of the world, have not been terrorised and human progress has not
been stopped. The main targei, the prime enemy for imperialism is
the Soviet Union ~ and the Workers States — because it represents
the centre of world progress; but, as events in Lebanon prove,

imperialism is incapable of deciding how, when or where to confront :

the Soviet Union directly at this stage. In this sense, the Malvinas
and L.ebanon are substitutes for attacks on the Soviet Union direct—
ly. The fact that imperialism has been stopped in Lebanon shows
how much the world balance of forces is on the side of progress,
on the side of the system of the Workers States and the world
masses. This is why the Soviet leadership can announce — to the
total dismay of imperialism — that it is not it that will start a
nuclear war. Indeed, imperialism was seen publically as incapable
of making the same pledge!

This is the nature of the capitalist system at this stage of world
history; it attacks without thought, without perspective and without
regard for the consequences to itself. The result of this attack on

the Palestinian and Lebanese masses has been a deepening of the|
world crisis of the capitalist system. Yankee imperialism launched |

this attack, and almost immediately Haig resigned. Immediately
there was a crisis at the very top of the leadership of world capi—
talism, the United States. At the same time, the murderous nature
of the capitalist system, the fact that what produces war is the

WM to pege ?

SUPPLEMENT TO THIS PAPER (RED FLAG No. 325) ENCLOSED
WITHIN — RESOLUTION OF THE POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL
ON THE INVASION OF THE LEBANON BY ISRAEL.

“the r
a conflict over 2 few islands whose

When a military. confrontation of
nt seriolsness arises from

‘economic .and strategic value is
minimal or doubtful, it is because

other factors have intervened and

begun to decide the character of the
conflict. - These factors are the
world relations of forces which
bear on.any local event.. The action
of Argentina in the Malvinas islands
was decided by the necessity of the
anti-imperialist struggle; it took
this form because of the existence
of the military dictatorship in
Argentina. That is to say, .a force
which impeded any political life of
parties or frade unions, and thus
channelled all social and political
contradictions  into  the army.
When world imperialism ~ British

and Yankee - united in an alliance

with capitalist Europe and Japan,
Latin America had to move fowards
the Workers State, because it would
be crushed otherwise. This is the
social and political character of the
conflict, even if this has not been
immediately expressed in  the
mititary field,

Conseguently, the initial inten—
tion of the Argentinian military
government ~ no doubl inspired
more by survival than by any social
of anti-imperialist objective - in
occupying the islands has lost much
importance. When it has had to
resort to this in order to survive,
it is because forces existed in the

army and in the government ready to
bring about further changes. These

torces were favoured by the action
in the Malvinas and by the inter-
vention of the population, as part
of a process thal wenf beyond the
military government; in turn, they
led to further internal changes and

dictatorship.

This anti-—imperialist process in
- Argentina and in Latin America -

frontation  with
imperialism - must be supported.
Anglo~Yankee imperialism,  of
course, is itself intent on impeding
this development. Quite apart from
the Malvinas conflict, a new and
superior- chapter in°
imperialist -~ struggle in
America has opened up.

Latin

In order to understand the con-
duct of Anglo—~Yankee imperialism
one has o see it as part of the
world process. A military reaction
of this character is due to fear and
desperation on the part of the capi-
talist system, represented in this
case by the British and Yankees,
faced with growing links between
the Workers States and Latin Amer—
ica and the influence the Workers
have developed in that region. It is
particularly true of Argentina. It
was the alliance of Argentina with
the Soviet Union that moved the
Fleet more than the Malvinas
Islands. The inevitable result of
the ‘influence of the USSR in Argen~
tina has proved to be internal
political change with an anti-
imperialisr character. indeed, there
is no eveat in the world that can
remain outside the historic relations
of class struggle in the form of the
confrontation between the two
systems. the Workers States and the
capitalist system, on a world level.

Imperialism was seeking fo
maintain in Latin America a struc~
ture to serve its economic, political

weakening of the stmcture of the

channelled -through military con-
Anglo~Yankee

the anti—.

and military aims through the

* various military dictatorships there.

As J. Posadas analysed, all the
reactionary . and - pro-imperialist
dictatorships have failed; because
they could not promote any econom~
ic or social development. The sole
beneficiaries of - this imperialist
policy -are small layers of high
finance - associated with- world
imperialism. A very great resist—
ance to imperialism has developed
even in important sectors of the
Latin American hourgecisie. They

-are driven into an alliance with the

Workers States on-a world scale, and
with the masses locally, because
they are economically, socially and
politically  unable to compete or
even dispute with imperialism.- This
fakes place 'at the ‘same time as
the ‘advance of the' intervention of
the Workers States, particularly the
USSR, to stimulate relations that
give many ‘impuises to the anti~
imperialist and anti-capitalist
struggle.

The experience of Argentina
forms part of this process.  Seen in
this new light, the previous rela~
tionship of the Soviet Union with
Argentina is not a factor of strength
for the military dictatorship but an
impulse for currents and sectors in
the army who want to develop the
country, aware that while imperia—-
lism seeks to crush them all the
economic tie with the Workers
States gives them scope for deve—
lopment. They feel, at the same
time, the influence of the world
revolutionary process which de-
stroys what confidence they had in
an alliance with imperialism. *The
exampie of Cuba, Nicaragua and El

Turn to page 2
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THE MILITARY AGGRESSION......
from pege 1

Salvador shows them that dictators
and assassins do not impede ihe
struggle of the masses, and that
the support of Yankee imperialism
is no longer indispensible. The
depth of the anti-imperialist pro—
cess in Lalin America could be
easily measured by the crisis
through which all the dictatorships
are going, and by the reluctance
- Latin American governments display
* in supporting the Yankee interven-

tion in Central America or the Cari~

bbean., 1t can be also measured
through the many ties Latin America
has with the USSR and Cuba.
Indeed, it can be measured by
the support Argentina has received
and in the widening gulf between it
and Yankee imperialism.

The military aggression by
Angol-Yankee imperialism has the
aim of stopping this process. What
imperialism calculated, stupidly,
was that it could impose an agree-
ment on the Argentinians whereby
the Yankees could increase their
hoid, their control over the bourge~
oisies and intimidate the nationalist
tendencies.  However, this has
brought to light the will for struggle
against imperialism of the Latin
American masses, and it has under~
lined the very advanced level of
contradictions between the bourge-
oisies and Yankee imperialism. 1t
is a process which has gone beyond
all their expectations.

This Malvinas conflict is already
a very great defeat for imperialism
and for the capitalist system. It
develops conditions for very pro-
found changes in Latin America.
This experience increases the de-
sire for a unification ‘of Latin
America on the political, economic
and social levels and, hence,
demands a corresponding alliance
with the Workers States. This
alliance ensures the development of
Latin America rather than the crea~
tion of a new situation of depen—
dency. Cuba.is a good example of
this. All this creates the necessary
conditions for the development of
‘Communist nationalism’, as analy~
sed by J. Posadas, It is a process
which Argentina is now going
through via this conflict over the
Malvinas.

The fact that the crisis of the
capitalist system has deepened as
a result of this conflict has to be
taken into account. Liitle now re-
mains of the initial front of support
for British imperialism, tHat ranged
from the Yankees to Japan and in-
cluded capitalist Europe. The in-
ability of imperialism to resolve
this conflict has produced internal
contradictions between the capi-
talist countries and within them.
The capitalist front would not have
disintegrated if the military action
in the Malvinas had been a solution
for _British imperialism. Now,
sectors of European capitalism see
there is no solution at the end of
this war, only more complications
with the Soviets and with Latin
America as a whole. And they do
not feel that they have the strength
to deal with the situation. The
refusal of the Italian government
to accept the renewal of sanctions
against Argentina forms part of this.
1t also produces‘social and political
consequences in lfaly, where the
bourgeoisie can no longer simply
submit to the Yankees, as it did

- hever

America.

before. The ltalian population is
opposed o the NATO missiles and
the movement against their deploy—
ment grows, This is expressed, in
part, in the election of de Mita as
secret ary of the Christian Democrats
in Italy. De MWita represents a
sector of the bourgeoisie that sees
no alternative to the policy propes—
ed by Aldo Moro, which was to make
agreement with the Communists in
italy and with the Workers States on
a world scale; hence, an increasing
independence from the Yankees.

These evenis combine with the
movement against- NATO's re~
armament in Euroce, and this
movement grows daily. Capitalism

feels that the European pacifist

movement, now supported by so
many people, is an objective ally
of the Soviets, rooted in the dis-
trust and rejection of Yankee im-
perialism on the part of even
European bourgeois governments.
This is the reason why the fact of
not being able to organise any
mobilisations in Britain against
Argentina represents quite a defeat
for imperialism. In Argentina,
however, the population did mobilise
and is intervening to impose demo~
cratic rights. The defeat of British
imperialism is the product of the
political maturity of the masses,
who are not moved by patriotic
sentiments but by a social under-
standing, Alsg, their experience
allows them to understand that the
imperialist Fleet does not represent
British interests but the imperialist
interests of the big British bourge~
oisie allied to Yankee impetialism.
This process leads to all manner of
crises within Britain and it negates
the possibility of victory for Brilish
imperialism; in tumn, this further
deepens the rout of the Conserva-
tives at the same time as it impels
the Labour Left to break from its
submission to the aims of imperia—
lism. In part, the position of Benn
expresses this.

In Britain, as in Latin America,
the defeat inflicted on the main ally
of Yankee imperialism in Europe
(British imperialism) means a very
profound blow at Yankee imperialism
itself. Any solution or agreement to
seitle the Malvinas conflict can
rebuild the previous ties
imperialism and Latin

In the same way, the
British Conservaiives can never
give themselves a new perspective,
If they continue to maintain them—
selves, it is only because of the
Labour Party.

between

At the same time, the Malvinas
conflict has a very deep influence
on the Socialisi parties, particular—
ly on the French Socialist Party.
The hope Mitterand has to maintain
his political authority by submitting
to Britain in order to keep his
links with the capitalist system and
his distances from the Workers
States will be very short—lived. In
the whole of Europe and the United
States struggles are growing against
the war preparations of the capita-
list system and against NATO.

Every support must be given, in
Europe and in the whole of ltaly, to
the struggle against NATO, NATO
has shown in this conflict its role
as the absolute tool of Anglo~

Yankee imperialism against -the
national and social liberation
struggle in Llatin and Central
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America. The manoeuvres held in
the Caribbean, intended to intimi-
date Cuba and Nicarague, form part
of this. The same goes for the
Middle East. Imperialism has also
taken action against the advance of
the Left, of the Communist and
Socialist parties in Europe. A prime
example of this is the terrorist
attacks perpetrated in Europe and
the murder of Comrade Pio La Torre
- a leader of the Communis{ Party,
leading the struggle against the
deployment of Yankee missiles in
italy, ~There is also the case of
bourgeois leaders, like Aldo More,
who get the same treatment because
they seek either agreement with the
Communists or with the Workers
States.

THE WAR IS THE CONSEQUENCE
OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM

The European Communists and
Socialists have a very good oppor—
tunity here to leamn from all these
events. 1f is not a matter of making
a general condemnation of war, but
of seeing that the reason for war
is the capitalist system, which un~
leashes it in order to impose the
measures it could never have im-
posed politically or socially. Any
support given to Argentina or Latin
America against the military
aggression of imperialism has the
same historic significance as the
support given to the struggle of EI
Salvador, even if the programmatic
content of the latter is higher. In
this context; it has to be understood
that changes were made in Argentina
through - this process, and in this
‘form, and so one cannot just say ~
as some Communist leaders have
done — that both sides are to be
condemned in this war., Far from
this, one must condemn the war
waged by British-imperialism which
is aimed at the process in Argentina
and in Latin America. On the other
hand, the war waged by Argentina
is the form the anti~imperialist
struggleetakes and, for this reason,
it must be supported. The assassin
action of Yankee and British im-
perialism, taken for the political
and social intention of defending
their dominion against the Workers
States, must be condemned. In this
sense, the war is a necessity. for
capitalism as a system. It is not
possible to change this necessily
by appeals and appeasement. It is
the capitalist system which is
anachronistic more than this par~
ticular war. So long as capitalism
exists, so will war.

At the same time, one has to lock
closely at the error committed by
those who say that this war is
caused by the existence of the ‘two
blocs’. In this case, the USSR
does not have a military presence
in Argentina and does not propose
to have otie; it only proposes to
maintain and develop its economic
relations. But, imperialism attacks
in order to impede the liberation of
Argentina, and the action of the
occupation of the Malvinas shows
this in a very profound way Then,
at a later stage when he found that
all his attempts to submit Argentina
to ~ Yankee imperialism through
mediation had, failed, Haig openly
sought a military presence in the
region. This was because of the

rebuff given by Argentinia and be-
cause the Yankees had lost con-
fidence in the Latin American
military. W is, after all, this failure
that imperialism chose to prepare}
for outright military intervention by
every means. It was then clear that
anti-imperialist sectors were im-
posing on the Argentinian govern-
ment that it should not bow to the
Yankee proposals, This is the aim
of the capitalists when their ‘bloc’
intervenes. When the USSR and the
Socialist countries intervene with
their own force, it is simply to foil
the plans of capitalism. There has
not been one Soviet military inter~
vention which has damaged the
country where it intervened. These
interventions have helped the
country to develop. In the same
way, the support given by the USSR
to Argentina is precisely what im—~
pedes Anglo-Yankee imperialism
from going farther, Zven though it
is true that they can go farther
militarily, they cannot ftriumph
because of the political support the
USSR is giving. ~

This understanding has now
penetrated layers of the capitalist
system itself, because they see that
the Soviet ‘bloc’ aims at social
progress and that its military
actions are always determined by
this. There is more than simply a
defeatist sentiment in the ranks of
the capitalist system: there is the
understanding that conflicts are
not settled jusr by arms but by the
social and political capacity of the
contending regimes, or contending
processes, as is the case in the
Malvinas. The military action of
British imperialism shows an enor-
mous weakness and lack of capacity
- itself the result of its intemal
insecurity and fear. - The fact that
they have had to send contingents
from Asia means that they are mee~
ting resistance inside the British

Army proper. This is further con-
firmed by the news that various
British soldiers have been sent
again there as a disciplinary
measure, which means that these
soldiers were opposed fo the im-
perialist war, At the same time,
these people represent layers that
understand all the hypocrisy of the
arguments given by imperialism to
justify the invasion in the name of
the defence of the ‘rights of the
people ‘on the islands’, when the
people ‘on the islands’ were not

. even granted full British citizen~

ship and are certainly being bombed
and killed at the moment. This is
not new. We have heard it all
before in Ireland, where various
officers and soldiers have refused
fo continue to serve the function of
an army of imperialist occupation.

The military government of
Argentina is not the genuine repre~
sentative of the anti-imperialist
process in the country, but already
it cannot oppose this process. In

- spite of all its efforts to reach a

quick settlement before it is made
to apply economic and §ocia! mea-
sures against imperialism, it cannot
oppose this process. Even with all
these manoeuvres it cannot avoid
taking these measures for much
longer. In the meantime, the leader-
ship to advance this struggle -
begun with arms in the Malvinas
against imperialism - on a pro~-
grammatic level is being forged.
The Soviet support given to Argen—
tina is the pre-requisite for this
process to unfold and to acquire
higher programmatic forms. This is
already happening and, whatever
the outcome of the conflict, it
represents an immense blow at
Yankee and British imperialism in
Latin ~America and in the whole
world.
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WE SALUTE THE VICTORY OF THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST

FORCES IN MAURITIUS

Editorial from page 1

scale.

imperialism,

itself.

capitalist Sysiem itself, is demonstrated to the masses on a world
The result is a massive mobilisation on a world scale,
and including in Washington itself, against the war preparations of
‘ There is a revulsion against the crazy, murderous
system of private property, not only amongst the working class and
the poorer sectors of the population but within the bourgeoisie
This is.why 100,000 people — out of a population of only
3. miilion — demonstrated in one iIsraeli city against the war. This
is .why even officers in the Israeli army oppose the war, and this is
why a.leading Israeli academic characterises the massacre of the
Palestinians as ‘Judea—fascism’.

THE RESISTANCE OF THE MASSES.

Haig went because all these hopes of drawing the European
bourgeoisie together into a war alliance against the Soviet Union
and the world revolution, and under the leadership of Yankee im—
perialism, have been thwarted. Yankee imperialism has been com—
pletely isolated even in the Security Council of the United Nations.
At the same time, British imperialism has been forced to oppose the
attempts by the Yanks to boycott ifie gas pipeline from the Soviet
Union to capitalist Europe. Clearly, the European bourgeoisie,
including the British, have a commercial interest in trade with the
Soviet Union,but sectors of the bourgecisie itself
origins of war lie in the capitalist system and that, in a very ,eal
sense, it is the Soviet Union and the system of the Workers States
that represent peace and human progress.

tum to page 4

see that the



SOVIET AGRICULTURAL REFORMS AND
THE COURSE OF THE POLITICAL

REVOLUTION

The proposed solution to the
agricultural problem in the Soviet
Union is of very great importance
showing the growing capacity of the
Workers States to solve difficulties
which have tradltionally Impeded its
function, as part of the process to
Improve relations between popula—
tion and leadership in order to con—
front more firmly and completely
the world system of Imperiallsm.

Imperialism, as In the time of
Hitler, lives in the world of its own
delirious fictions and talks of the
‘grave’ problems of Soviet agricul—
tures They do not understand the
course of its solution; indeed, some
bourgeois commentators have tried
to interpret the new Soviet changes
in agriculture as giving more scope
for private farming. But what is
happening is an immense dedication
of Soviet resources to improving all
aspects of agriculture — technical
and social. All the infrastructure of
communications, housing and edy—
cation is being transformed and the
elements of isclation between town
and country overcome., The changes
in the trade union structure in the
Soviet Union will also mean a
greater weight of the agricultural
workers against conservatisms Such
a dedication of resources can only
ceme from the planned economy.

The most important aspects of
the changes are undoubtedly poli-
tical and social.. Economicaily, the
planning takes into account the
objective needs of the population
not the conservative necessities of
the old bureaucracy to maintain
conservative interests in agri—
cultures But the steady progress

towards the liquidation of the agri—
cultural problem, is, in effect,
eliminating a prop of local con—
servative kolkhoz interests, or so
weighing against them In the form
of rationalised sclentific manage--
ment that their role is diminisheds.

The pressure in the Soviet Union
to advance to genuine Socialist
norms is immense, hence all the
purges and attacks on bureaucracy.
The overcoming of the food probiem
is an example, too, of breaking links
of conciliation with world impetia—
lism, which has tried to use grain
shortages as a means of pressure
on the Soviet Union — not that this
has worked. The intensification of
the confrontation between the two
world systems, capitalism versus
the Workers States, quickens the
pace of the political revolution and
promotes a closer relation between
leadership and masses in the Soviet
Union.

The greater intervention of the
planning of the Soviet Union in
agriculture is going to have an
effect within other Workers States.
it will weigh in China, where the
incapacity of the Chinese camarilla
as regards agriculture is in sharp
contrast to the Soviet attitude and,
most important, the solution to the
fand problem in Poland is going to
be more sharply raised. There is no
justitication there for the limited
discussions on the private owner—
ship of land, It is a question of
assuring the population that food is
not to be submitted to the needs of
private property, to the Black
Market. The Soviet example will
“weigh in all this.

On the policy of non intervention

it is Incorrect on the part of the
Communist partles and of the Left
to maintain that ‘no country can
intervene in another country’s One
cannot consider this as a principle.
The true principle is to support
every movement which is a progress
of history, and this support cannot
have limits because it Is support
to the progress of history, whether
with arms, money or maiches!

But the principle must be that
the most developed country must
support the least developed so that
this can progress. If this were not
50, the backwart countries would
have no place in history. To pro—
pose that no one can intervene-is
to be based on the principle of
democratic bourgeois immobility,
This Is an immobility which is
applied only against revolutions,
because when It is a question of
Imperialism intervening then there
is great mobility.

The principle of necessity must
determine intervention. Any other
way of working Is to remain bound
to the relations of ‘mutual respect’
and in that the conception of Com—

P P O . T T R
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munism of some Communist leaders.
They believe that Communism is
the result of coming to agreement
with everyone and deciding that
‘Communism is better’s

A leadership Is necessary to
show to the others how o progress
and how to benefit from experience,
This should aim at the rest of the
countries of the world, to elevate
and attract thems The Soviets do
this with support to the world
revolution and this is also the
case with science.

Support to the revolution through
out the world is a principle which
Is applied without alteration and
cannot be elastic. Even the
Bolsheviks had to adopt tactical
measures of concillation with
capitalism — as was the case with
the NEP — but It was a tactical
resolution and not a principle.
The principle in this case was that
it wds necessary to develop the
USSR in these conditions of history
in which the world capitalist threat
had weight in order to sustain
people, s0 that the confidence of the
backward sectors was maintained.
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To have made the NEP on the
part of the Bolshevik leadership
had more significance than the
Soviet intervention now in Afghan—
istans The Bolshevik leadership
resolved to make the NEP, which
meant allowing capitalism to inter—
vene within the Workers State with
the security that the Workers State
would neutralise every Influsnce
which capitalism could use. It had
to do this because, at that moment,
the Soviet Union was isolated and
history was made in those condi—
tions.

The Bolsheviks did not take into
account the property of one country
or another, This comes from the
relation with capitalism, and this
demand for non—intervention of one
country in another country, without
defining with what objective Inter—
is carried out, is a demand which
comes from capitalism.

26 December 1980,  J. POSADAS
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National irights and the world confrontation between

The problem of the national
rights of every country is an
issue which has to be understood
and the relation of this with the
global confrontation: capitalism—
Workers States. National rights
exist, but it is necessary to see
how this is expressed in a divi—
ded world between two systems,
which does not give room for
national rights. It is absurd to
suppose to demand or to believe
that a small country can decide
in history. Imperialism is seek~
ing any movement which can
make an opposition to the Soviet
Union and develops around this
a whole situation on the basis
of telex, press afticles and
photos, invented fto exert a
pressure on the Socialists, the
petit  bourgeoisie, backward
Communist sectors, to develop
in these dissatisfied sectors an
anti--Soviet sentiment; that is,
layers and leaderships who be-
lieve that the struggle is bet—
ween imperialism and the USSR,
and that they can remain outside
manoeuvring.

In this state those who de—
tine the course of history are the
Workers States and world capi-

éapit,alism and the workers states

talism led by imperialism. Any
movement, however small it may
be, has to be taken within this
precess and one or other ~ of
the two systems - has to inter—
vene. Directly or indirectly,
they have to intervene.

The recent meeting of the
leaders of the Socialist Inter—
national act in the name of world
capitalism. A measure of this
is that it did not give any eco—
nomic support, programme or
policy to the process — only
‘careful, proceed slowly’.

In the middle of a
gigantic process of social trans—
formations, these people demand
that the process should go more

slowly, .
On the other hand the Soviets

support all the movements of the
world to construct Workers
States. This is the biography of
the process which is going to
come. The leaderships who do
not come or are opposed to this
process, posing the abstrace
right that every country must

have its ‘independence’, propose
issues impossible to fulfil.

The independent right of a small

country to advance is determined
by its alliance with the Workers
States, that is, the Workers
States help it to advance or
impetialism impedes it. There
is no other measure possible.
All this process is not decided
by the will of any country, small
or great, but is decided on the
basis of the two structures of
the world.

The strength which at present
the Iraqi government possesses
and its assassin repression is
due to the political mistakes of
the iraqi Communist Party,
which cannot create a movement
and of the whole of the Commu-~
nist parties, including those of
the Workers States (2). Not all
is error on the part of the Work—
ers States; because they have to
take into account the possibility
of establishing concessions as
in Argentina. This can go so far
as prejudicing the development
of the revolutionary movement
within this country; but, in turn,
it does this when there are no
real revolutionary movements
but only movements of political

opposition. ewven if important
ones. When revolutionary move--

ments of importance exist, the
Soviets have to support them,
as they have done in Angola and
Mozambique.

Among various issues, the
Socialists criticise the Soviet
Union because they maintain
relations with Argentina and do
not attack the Argentinian gov—
ernmefit over repression. We
have already dealt with this
problem in other articles. The
policy of the Soviets directly
with Argentina is not correct,
but taken globally it is part of
the tactic of taking points of
support in the struggle against
imperialism.. This was shown
with the non—participation of the
Argentinians in the cereal boy-
cott of the USSR. Argentina
depends totally on the sale of
wheat and meat on the Soviets,
fundamentally of wheat. The
Soviets keep a diplomatic repre—
sentation ~ which has much
value for Argentina -~ and
this is against the Yanks, in-
cluding the analysis which they
make of how much is spent on
arms and all the problems of
people which should be resolved
throughout the world.

Publications,

Stroet,

3. POSADAS

These are experiences 1o
understand that the process is
-not simply a question of the
struggle of a workers movement,
but of the confrontation system
against system between capita—
lism and the Workers States; and
it is this process that the strug—
gle of every workers movement
develops. It is not the latter
which defines the process, but
the Workers States.

28.8.7980 J. POSADAS

1, Reference to the recent meeting
of the Socialist International
in the island of Corfu,

2. Reference to the denunciation

on the assassin repression in

Irag made by an escapéd soldier

in Syria and to the support which

the Soviets have given to the
iragi government and the Arab
countries,
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The Art of Van Gogh, Huma,n Relatlons

and Somahst Art

The figures of Van Gogh, the
trees, the movemenis of the
trees, the effect of the movement
of the wind, of the light, of the
sun, are made with an immense
love. His work was done with an
affection for humanity, for the
earth, for nature, and he made a
unity without having proposed to
do this but his very developed
sentiment of human love led to
‘this. The critics don’t say this.
They take him as a madman,

The strong movements running
through some ftrees, the forms
that the wind produces in the
branches are not movements
which give a gloomy impression,
but movements of sadness. The
effect expresses, above all, when
Van Gogh constantly paints yel-—
fow, a desire for clarity, and
gives the impression that life is
sadness. But the sadness is not
communicated to people. He
goes beyond this with the whole
of the painting - the sadness
comes from the nature of his life
~ but the love of humanity pre-—
vails over the sad aspect in the
movements and the combination
of colours. All the combination
of colours, even expressing a
certain sadness, expresses joy
and clarity, and even though it
_ does not express the joy which
impels to work, it is the opti—
mistic joy to see and love nature.

Van Gogh has forms, médul-f
ations of movements which are

not normal but which exist in.
people, in the plants, in the

flowers, in the eflfect, the wind
over the trees. These effects of
movement could only be done
with a profound human love. He
painted nature thinking about
people. Hence when he placed
figures of people at work, the
figure is one morg part of pro—
duction, the flower, the tree and
fruit. .. Van Gogh has not taken
all this as a condemnation of
the capitalist system or of ex—
ploitation. - He sees: love fike
this.. Afterwards, painters came
along who took these figures .in
order o condemn; but he. did not
paint to condemn. - He painted
like this; and it was a condeni—
nation, as when he painted a pair
of shoes that appear real and
seem to say how tired they are.
The shoes give the impression of
tiredness, like people. He pain—
ted potatoes which seem fo
speak. You see the potaloes
and they give the impression of
saying, ‘We are like the poor’.
in that epoch there were still
painters who simply painted the
bourgeoisie. | When Van Gogh
painted the cafes of Paris, the
combination of colours and fight
is beautiful, but it was the light
within that he wanted fo be seen
and communicated.

The painting of the Potato
Baters is a denunciation. IVs
not the painting of potaloes as
a dedication to nature. He did
this with the flowers, but the

former is a denunciation of
A

J. Posadas 1 12.1978

society. But he did not do it
as a denunciation. He was
attracted by the poor people, and

~he painted the old — not as

decrepit people but as the con—
sequence of the brutality of life.
Thus Goya painted old members
of the Spanish Royal Family and
showed them as decrepit, and no
one said anything about it be—
cause it was true.

Van Gogh is very striking in
the way he makes a combination
of colours and figures, of forms,
of movemenits which reflect a
very deep love of nature and
people. He takes the details of
the fields, of the sowing, of the
harvest, the details of someone
who loves this, not of the painter
who puts himself above lite, one
more painter. Van Gogh felt him—
self within all this. In the twis—
ted tree you see Van Gogh, but
also in the burning yellow from
above, there is also Van Gogh —~
because his objective was this.
A little religious sentiment re—
mained with him because of
his origin but the religion that
tri-umphed was the love of
humanity. ;

In the future, the conception
of art will be modified. Art
arises from a. divided, unequal,
exploited society where intelli—
gence is oppressed or confis—
cated. Art arises from these
relations. In an earlier stage
art arose and had more purity
because it arose as a necessity

“of representation of ihe human

being before: life when all this

oppression did not exist, and

thus, . it was puretf. (; js npot the

fault of the artist, but that is the
position. ~ In the future, art is
going to be expressed in a form
like the primitives. Art is a
continuation which . centralises
itself around nature, but it is a
human creation not a product of
nature. The human being is a
creation of nature, but art is the
creation of the human being.

VAN GOGH IDENTIFIED WITH
THE POPULATION, NOT THE
EXPLOITERS.

The colours that Van Gogh
uses do not give a gloomy im—
pression. Sometimes the colours
are sombre, giving a sense of
poverty — not in a lugubrious
way, or giving up — of people
who live involved in what they
are doing and their lack of re—
sources.

Van Gogh lived during the
epoch of the full development of
capitalist advance, of capitalist
colonial power, and his painting
has nothing of this. Thus art
clashes with domination because
art shows human sensibility and
therefore clashes with domina—
tion. The brilliant colours, the
combination of colours which
give a sensation of harmony,
has an overall effect of peaceful
attraction, not colour which
repels.  Culour expressed the
feeling of people: the mother
and the child, the human relation

of people. It is not the senti—

ment of power. Ari has always
been against force. To inspire
art has to be inspired with noble

" sentiments, otherwise there is no

art.  Artists can paint well for
someone, bring out the light, but
it has no human effect. The con-
clusion of a painting is to give
a human effect, the relation be—
tween humanity and painting.

The landscapes of Van Gogh
show that he had a feeling of
very great solitude but, at the
same time, a sentiment of human
love which is also very great.
Solitude did not lead him to op—
pose humanity or live in an
isolated form or to serve power;
but it was a psychic problem
which he resolved by producing
paintings and uniting himself to
nature, because he united more to
nature than to people. - Bui,
when he painted people, he
painted the poor people, people
who produced and who worked in
contact with nature. He painted
the instruments of life, so he
does not show the money, the
boss and the boss’s paunch. He
painted the shoe as an instru—
ment of lire, that of the worker
who produced it.

In the painting of the wheat
harvest, the wheat is the work of
the human - being. Thus the
wheat expressed the continuity
-of the human bemg and human
relations. ' Hence, some colours
are emphasised not as strident
colour but colour which has re—
fation with humanity. The wheat
is a continuation of human effort.

Van Gogh, in the painting of
the Potato Eaters, shows how he
lived the tragedy of the Duich
people.  He painied their meal,
and it is a protest. The potatoes
are united to the lite, to the
poverly of the peasants. Thus
he took subjects which were a
social protest, a protest against
society.  He painted the food of
the people, not of the rich, the
bourgeoisie, the king;- but the
potatoes, :

The  painting of the shoes
shows them as a product of hum—
an life and work. ~He did: not
paint the splendour of capitalism
in its full development, when
they built the Eiffel Tower and

conquered Africa and part of
Asia. He painted shoes, showing
human labour.  But the Im-—
pressionists were very attracted
by bourgeois subjects. Almost
all the themes were bourgeois.
Even though they were good
painters, they were attracted by
bourgeois themes. Van Gogh
was not, and hence he broke
with the Impressionists.

The art of the past century
could not render much more than
it did save in an éndividual form.
It could not create a collective
development because of private
properly. Property develops also
in the painter a private concep—
tion. . Even though he may pro—

Editorial
continued  from page ?

The attack now being mounted by the Thaicher government and
British capitalism on the ASLEF workers is part of the desperately
murderous nature of the capitalist system at this stage. As with the
Malvinas and Lebanon, the result will be exactly the same: capita—
lism will suffer a defeat. The idea of a ‘Falkland factor’, of a
grthh of chauvinism and support for imperialism, is so much
nonsense. If such a thing existed, the very small group of workers
organised in ASLEF would not be able to maintain their struggle
in front of the whole weight of the capitalist apparatus which is
now being brought io bear on them, This strike is maintained, in
fact, because the ASLEF workers feel confidence in_ a favourable
world balance of forces and in the attitude and confidence of the

working class and masses in this country. . There is no other
possible explanation. It underlines the fact that the viciousness
of the Thatcher government is a product of its weakness and des—
peration in this stage of the total and final crisis of capitalism.
The Thatcher team is launching a series of very real attacks on
the standard of living and the democratic rights of the masses, but
it is only the lack of a leadership in the Labour movement. {0 cen—
tralise the struggle of the masses which allows this government
to  continue.

There is an absence of a leadership in the Labour movement to
respond to the present historic stage, but there is also an advance
of the Left, of the forces of progress, based on this favourable
world balance of forces. -An important expression of this has been
the recent annual conference of the NUM. Here a series of crucially
important measures were adopted. [t was decided to put the NUM
headquarters out of London and into the mining areas, to subfect
officials to regular re—election, and to make the National Executive
more representative of the mass of miners. They are limited mea-
sures in the sense that they fall short, for example, of the right of
instant recall of all trade union officials, but they are all measures
which make the NUM more responsive as an instrument of struggle.
They are symptoms of a process in which the working class pre—
pares itself for struggles which will go beyond simply removing one
Tory government. They show a preparation for an elevation in the
anti—capitalist struggle. At the same time, they are measures which
are going o act as an example and a stimulus for the advance of
democracy in_ all the trade unions.

GENERALISE THE POLITICAL ADVANCES. ;
Together with this goes the fact that Labour MP s, including

Tony Benn and Dennis Skinner, expressed their support for the

ASLEF strike by appearing on a picket line. And if L abour MPs

lgive this sort of support it means that behind them there is a large

sector of the Labour Party which has the same attitude. It repre~
sents an advance of the Labour Left which the present attack on
‘Militant’ and other sectors of the Labour Left is not going to stop.
Of course, it is to be expecied that, faced with an advance. of the
Left, the Labour apparatus will fall back on these sort of adminis—
trative methods- of intimidation which have no basis in political
ideas or principles, but it decides nothing.

The conditions exist for the Labour Left to make a leap. To
express solidarity with the industrial struggles of the working class
is necessary, but the problems posed by capitalism in is final
crisis cannot be soived on a narrow ‘trade union’ basis. What is
being dealt with now is not simply wages and working conditions
but the nature of sociely itself, and it is being dealt with in con—
ditions where capitalism demonstrably has no answers and no per—
spective. . Of course the Labour Left has to express solidarity, but
it has to be done on the basts of raising a discussion on programme

and principle. The struggle of the miners, of the railway workers,
of the health service workers and in education, poses the question
of the nature of society and demands, - ' of . the Labour
Left, a programme which puls the Socialist alternative. It requires,
for example, an explanation of how a transport system, or the health
service, or whatever, would be ¥un on the basis of state ownership
and the direct intervention of the workers and masses in the run—
ning of these services and of sociely as a whole. When the working
class abstains from voting Labour in elections and then mobilises,
as the miners and other sectors of workers have done, in defence
of the health service, it means that it is demanding an elevation of
the political leadership. " 1t" is demanding a response from the
Labour Left. In other words, all the conditions exist on a national
and world scale for a unification of the Labour Left with the work—
ing class on the basis of an anti—capitalist programme and a
process of mobilisations which would see an end of this Tory
government. 10.7.82

duce fine works, it develops the
private conception. - Art arose
as a means of the construction
of the human being, which con-—
structs in a form superior fo iis
own  nature and the . existing
social relations. Thus it shows
that it can construct much more
than simple social relations is
capable ' of -~ doing or allows —

this is going to continue in a
much better form, but it is not
going to have the significance of
now because, then, art will stop
being a work for someone or a
few people but will be for
society.

J. POSADAS 8.12.1978
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A comrade of the Bolivian section™ 9
has been assassinated

it is with the greatest sorrow that we repost the assassination
of a member of the Bolivian Section, Cesar Frade Gutierrez, on
25th May. He was found shot dead at the door of his home, and it
would seem that he was most lkely kilied by a para—military group.
The death of the comrade has occurred in a period of the collapse :
of the military dictatorship and the probability of a retum to a par—
liamentary regime. Recently the COB made a homage to those who
were murdered in the coup of Meza in 1980 and this included a
homage to Cde Carfos Flores, the Posadist Member of Parliament
who defended the Soviet Union’s intervention in Afghanistan in a
powerful speech in the Bolivian Parliament.

The killing of our comrade has fo be seen as the result of the
impotence of the Right, whose military dictatorship has totally
failed and now new possibilities open for the development of
Posadist ideas in Bolivia and the participation again of a Posadist
in the Parliament.

EDITORIAL

On the ltalian trade unions
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FOR THE DRGANISATIDN OF THE GENERAL STR!KE TO OVERTHRUW
~ THE CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT

Imperialism has suffered a great within the alliances of world im—.
reverse with its failure to wipe out perialism. . Politically, American
the PLO and to occupy the whole of imperialism seeks to break the links
Lebanon which was its original in- of its allies with the Soviet Union
tention. Although American imperi- so as to dominate them byt at the
alism has introduced its marines same time, it sees the pipeline as

into an area to which it has no right, a means by which European capi~

- in reality the great blitzkrieg failed talism is going to compete econo—-

to capture Beirut despite the use of mically with itself. Thus, in the
nazi terrorism and massive destruc— midst of the need to harmonise
tion of the civilian population. The interests against the Soviet Umon,;
PGy departe
pate
American and Israeli imperialism, sest ally, is against this attack on
whilst the whole world has seen the the contracts for the pipeline.
true nature of world imperialism and From all this the Soviet Union and

uriph to partici- a. trade war breaks out'and ‘even
‘in future struggle against British smpenahsm, America’s clo~ -

its. allies —. that it has no . pro-
gressive function whatsoever and

is only capable of useless war and

destruction. . American imperialism
and its Israeli stooges have re~
placed the nazis and have the same
ohiectives, o attempt to keep
capitalism in being, and the de~
struction of the Soviet Union and
its allies. It is also clear to the
world that the intervention of the
Soviet Union, through the warnings
of Brezhnev, prevenied the isralis
intervening much more and provoked
a profound crisis in the American
feam and also in the European
allies of imperialism. Doubtless
the Soviets could have intervened
more directly and at higher levels;
but without their intervention the
Israeli nazis would have swarmed
over Lebanon.

American imperialism now talks
of limited nuclear wars in Europe
and of ‘preventive nuclear wars’
lasting six months. Clearly there
are no bounds to their criminal in-
tentions nor to their phenomenal
stupidity. They are trying to frigh~
fen the Soviet Uniom and, at the
same time, bludgeon their European
allies into acceptance of American
leadership by showing their resolu-
tion to confront the Soviets. Such
is the level of their imbecility and
impotence that at the same time
they take proceedings to impede
the fulfilment of contracts for
French firms providing equipment
for the gas pipeline with the Soviet
Union which is essential to French,
British and German business. This
brings out the utter decomposition

the world masses are the triumphant
party. Imperialist leadership com-
mits such blunders ‘because it is"

working -against a balance of world
forces, a structure in the world |

which renders its plans useless -
and its initiatives impotent.

Even the small Seychelle
effectively crushes two attempte
imperialist coups. There is onl
one constant in the policy of Ame

THE MASSES INTERVENE IRRE-
SPECTIVE OF THE LEADERSHIP.

All this world situation com-
pletely undermines the capacity ‘of
the Thatcher government to present

even a minimum policy of progress.:
It has shown that it can kill a large

number of people, as in the Malvinas

Islands, and throw people out of

work., Thus it can destroy but not
create. Judged by any. condition of
progress itisa government that is
insane. As with the pohcy of Rea-
gan, the Thatcher regime confirms
that the capitalist system is of no
value “whatsoever and has to be
hqmdated as rapidly as possible
fo minimise the damage caused by

can imperialism ~ the inevitable |

tendency to attack the Soviet Unio
and the world masses.

the nature of capitalism

with war as the solution to every :
Now they enter their last

thing.
stages with an unstable leadership
indecision, fear, no cohesion with
their allies and without knowing
any historic security. The military
staffs of world imperialism are
losing any confidence in their war
machines and the events in Lebanon
will have demoralised large sectors
of capitalism #n Europe and in Ame—
tica itself who see that their fate
lies in the hands of lunatics who
can only shoot and bum, while the
Soviet Union ~ in the middle of ail
the pressing preparations to con-—
front Yankee imperialism ~ has the
security to send into space astro—
nauts not with any military intention
but so as to improve the possibili~
ties of gaining greater knowledge
of space and the cosmos. The

American imperialists can only add

up the number of missiles they have
whilst the Soviets are concerned
with transcending the earth and
war and private property.

But that is

_trol _of the consultants, reflects

~-of medical practice and the rejec-

s a great progress in
_relations. The support given by a

treatment was quite wrong and then
took the patients out of the con—

also an elevation in the conception

tion of hierarchy and submission to
reactionary medical ideas. Al this

sector. of the electnc:ans trade

_union to the nurses by mtervenmg
against the capatahst press showed

the great superiority of the union
base to the union leaders. The
fact that capitalism, in the middle
of the great fanfare for the anti—
union Tebbit Bill, was only capable
of fining the worker and even that
apologetically, shows the true

" DEMONSTRATIONS IN TEL AVIV FOR ARAB JEWISH |

FRATERNITY.

its continued existence, The
struggle opened by the Aslef strike
is reaching now profounder levels,
The strike of the hospital workers
has received great popular support
and, in the absence of an organised
general strike of all the industrial
centres of the working class through
the incapacity of the trade union
leadership, it has become a focus
of struggle against the government.
The nurses are not a sector with
great social weight, such as the
miners or the engineers, but, when
the struggie is so resolute from a
sector traditionally petit bourgeois
in origin, it is because the ambience
of the populatien supports and sus-
tains them. The fact that alsc a
group of nurses refused to carnry out
a treatment devised for mental pat-
ients, on the grounds thai such

balance of forces in this country-
TOWARDS A GENERAL STRIKE

There is now a profound crisis
in the trade union leaderships. The
‘Left are going to develop a much
greater capacity to ignore the ob-
tacles presented by the Right in
the apparatus of the trade unions.
it is important that sectors of the
union are trying to break trade union
participation -on the NEDC which
presents a point of collaboration of
the unions with capitalism, This is
part of the need to break the tradi-
tion of functioning with capitalism
as though the system were sacro-
sancl.. W is significant that the
trade union apparatus has not asked
Foot fo speak at the Trade Union
{ongress — for them he is a little

social

:mstable. it he has gone along mth
all sorts of moans about unconsti—
iutional Leftists, he also supported
the Aslef strike. It meant a poli-
tical intervention which goes
agamst the tradition that the trade
union functionaries can conciliate
without  political ‘interference’.
‘Furthermore, 'he supported the
presence of the delegates of the
Workers States 2t the Labour Party

is a man of peace. His presence
could stimulate problems for the
apparatus., : ‘

The Thatcher. government is ex-
tremely .~ weak. The Malvinas’
‘triumph’ has in reality brought no
increase in authority to her tatty
regime. As one of the health workers
leaders said: the government can
produce plenty of money for kitling
people, but nothmg to help life.
The Lebanon crisis has deepened
all the decomposition in the ranks
of the Conservatwes, the SDP and
the remaining Rightists in the
Labour Party Thatcher has been
unabla to give sustained and open
support to the Israeli nazis. The

perspective to the manufacturing
sectors of capitalism,” and ‘this
again tends to disintegrate capi-
talist homogeneity. The Labour
Party, whatever its programmatic
and organisational limitations, tends
towards policies and perspectives
on public ownership, education,
science, nuclear disarmament, which
go against the needs of the cap:ta-
list system. The Left is gaining
in confidence. The fact that Benn
attacks certain aspects of the

monarchy, even if insufficient,
shows that there is a current de-
veloping in the Labour Party pre~
pared to abolish it altogether.
Apart from deepening the political
life and seeking to develop a Lab-
our Party Left much more linked
with the population than in the past,
it is necessary for the Lahour Left
to intervene seeking to unify all
the strike actmns to link the piob
lems of the mines, the railways,
education, the hospitals, in a

Turn to page 4
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THE NEED FOR AN ANTI CAPITALIST PERSPECTIVE IN

THE TRADE UNION STRUGGLE IN ITALY.

Although this text is concerned with the particular problems of the
ltalian trade unions, it has also great relevance to the role of the trade
gnions in Britain. The tfotal crisis of capitalist society brings with it a
profound crisis for the trade union leaderships.

There has to be a struggle to develop a better life of discussion, life

and genuine democracy in the unions.

It is the absence of these that

allows the routinism of accommodation to the system to prevail with the
continuation of pro~capitalist elements in the trade union movement, The
right of tendency on the basis of Socialist ideas has to be developed in

the unions.

There are no crises of the trade
unions but crises of the trade union
leaderships which do not answer
o the need of trade union de~
velopment with a programme of
anti-capitalist struggle. This is
the crisis expressed in a confron—
tation between the worker base and
the rade union leadership that
seeks to maintain its dominion
arrogantly over the base to impede
it expressing opinions, The trade
union leaderships criticise the ‘lack
of democracy in Poland’, the ‘Soviet
intervention .in Afghanistan’, and
in WHaly impose that 25% of the
delegates should be elected by the
trade union funclionaries. In the
name of whom are they elected, and
for what? It is the working class
which must elect its leaders, other-
wise it is the leadership which
elects itself.

The trade wunion leaderships
have no resolution, no plan which
cotresponds to ‘the need of the
crisis of world and Italian capita—
lism. In the full crisis of the
system, they propese to take mea—
sures to ‘cleanse’ it, something

which is absurd. They do not adopt - * * g
its very conclusive and final ex-

or take logical positions, but want
capitalism  which is dying and
which has Caltagirones at every
moment,to have a logical behaviour
in accordance with the needs of the
population.. Capilalism is logical
in accordance with its own neces—
sity, not with the needs of people.
Capitalism in ltaly is the Caltagi-
rone and also the North American
military bases which are going to be
installed and which are going to
mean that Italy devotes more than
40% of its budget to maintain
military expenditure. That is to
say, there will be more unemploy-
‘ment, because these costs will be
paid by the population in a multitude
of ways: in taxes, increase of
prices, etc. )

The trade unions should be
based on the fact of seeing the
state of the capitalist system, but
they make a series of plans such as
asking for an increase of wages
from a capitalism which cannot
give them. Thus they seek to
collaborate in every way so that
capitalism has the means, the poss—
ibilities to make concessions to
them, The trade union leadership
is giving oxygen to the capitalist
system, which is dying. This Is
what they are doing and what they
propose for all problems -is: an
accommodation to a necesSity of
the competitiveness of the ltalian
capitalist system with the rest of
the capitalist countries of the world.
They have no confrontation with the
capitalist system, and today it is
not possible to make any trade
union programme which can have
perspectives without confronting
the capitalist system, otherwise it

‘propose

ends by adapting itself to capi-
talism.

ltalian capitalism needs to throw
out more than ten or fifteen per
cent of the employed labour force
at present, and has to increase
prices, not wages, to increase as a
consequence its profit, and thus be
able to permit the state a greater
part of this profit for war expendi~
ture. This is apart from what is
normally extracted from the popu-
lation through taxes and
other means. The budget of any
capitalist country increases con~
stantly in war expenditure and
the world competition and antagon-—
ism with the Workers States. Thus
it is not a question of a war between
one of other country, whether of
Iran/lrag or that of two countries
who compete, but the war of the
capitalist system against the Wor-
kers States. Thus the capitalist
system needs to prepare to sustain
itself to the maximum level possible.
This is the programme of the capi~
talist system.

This is expressed in the way
production is organised, which has

pression in the level and speed of
production whatever the system o
method. If previously they made a
hundred rifles in an hour, now they

have to make two hundred; and if
before it was made by ten workers
now they have five. That is, under
the cost of production profit in-
creases and allows more and more
investment in war; But, in tum,
this provokes a reduction in natio-
nal consumption. Thus, when they
"increase of production’
immediately the question arises:
for whom if consumption is reduced?

The crisis of capitalism is not
through a lack of an increase in
production, but is the crisis of 2’
system based on profit. Capitalism
is not in crisis because the workers
produce little, or they do not go to
work. FIAT does not sell more cars
because there is no market, and
because the countries which are in-
corporated in the world market do
not now enter into a strictly capi-

talist market, but a half capitalist

and half Worker State market, or on
the road of the Worker State. That
is to say, the perspective of plan,
-of programme of production and
development of capitalism, is made
difficult, rejected and interfered
with through the advance of Ine
‘revolution in the world which is
expressed nationally in this crisis
of the economy.

In front of this, what is the
programme to make? A programme
to secure the life of the population,
not the tife of the capitalist system.

But the trade unions have neither a
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criticism nor a programme critical
of the capitalist system. To guar-
antee the life of. people, for
example, is to diminish the hours
of work not to 35 but to 30 hours,
If the factories say that they cannot
increase such production, then pro—
pose that the workers cannot toler~
ate this form of life. What is life?
The factories? No! And if the boss
cannot stand it, then let the factory
be expropriated, nationalised and
made to work.

It is a natural right that the in—
crease in technology - which is
expressed in the increase of pro-
duction and of the qualily of the
same — should be to the benefit of
the population and reduce the hours
of work, which consequently in-
creases the level and the progress

of life, The trade unions do not
take this into account, but see only
what is significant for the boss.
The reduction in the hours of work
is a necessary fact, independent of

any situation but 2 logical necessity-

To the increase of technology
corresponds a reduction in the hours
of work, but the result is that the
technology is a concentration of
the benefits of the progress of
society, of human intelligence at the
service of only the boss who utilis—
8s it for himself. This is com-
pletely irrational. The trade unions
have the policy of ‘respecting the
one in possession’. What does the
boss have? The factory! But the
workers have: life! The boss will
lose his factory, but the workers
lose life ~ and not only one but
thousands and " thousands. The
mentality of the trade union leaders
is that they cannot conceive of a
society where there is no boss,
no propesty and someone who
bosses. It does not mean to say
that they accept the capitalist
system, but for them there has to be
a ‘system where there is someone
who is giving orders, someone who
commands, and they play the role of
intermediaries.

THE FUNCTIONING OF THE
TRADE UNIONS HAS TO BE
TRANSFORMED.

it is necessary to see that the

working class participates, inter—

venes, proposing a programme of
production, of benefits, of wages,
and of better conditions of work.
They say that in Haly the cost of
production is very high and that the
responsibility belongs to the wor~
kers. This is all lies. If they
eliminated all the Caltagirone, all
the swindles, it would be possible
to lower the cost of production by
twenty per cent. How blame the
workers for all this? The workers
have a level of life which shows
poverly: the poverly in which people

live can be seen from the regions

of the earthguakes.

The problem is that the trade
unions have no programme fo deal

‘with the crisis of capitalism, and

they want o resolve problems by

helping the capitalists to find

solutions on what to produce, how
to. produce, and how to reduce the
cost of production. In this way

Title: Editorial Board

there is no solution. The solution
has to be based from the beginning
on nationalisation. There is no
other way of confronting the crisis.
Capitalism cannot confront it.

For example, ltaly could produce
between 20 and 40 million tons of
steel, and has to produce nothing
more than 24 million through the
agreements necessary in the ECH.
It could produce sugar for the whole
of Europe, and has to import. It
could get meat at half the ECM
price in Argentina or Rumania, and
it cannot buy it. That is to say, the
ECM is a multi-national managed
by the great consortiums who
orientate policy in accordance with
the great investors, the main in-
dustries which are the ones that
plan the increase of production to
impede an excess of commodities
which lower the price and reduce
the profit. The ECM i¢ a multi-
national.

Before this, what do the trade
unions do? They want the local
hourgecisie to oppose if, but to
continue as they are within the
ECM. This is impossibie. There
is no solution within capitalism,
and the couniries who endure re—
cession, like France, Britain and
Germany, do it at the cost of a
fantastic state budget deficit. In
Germany, for example, the state
has immense debis with private
banks. The capitalists who cover
this debt have a means of constant
pressure on ihe state, and if the
state threatens them with something

the capitalists present the bill of

state debts. In front of this crisis
of capitalism, the Communists and
trade unions propose ‘it is neces-
sary to improve’. Yes, it s
possible to improve quite a lot, but
fiot . to transform the situation.
The trade unions in Haly ask ‘to
increase production’, but who buys?
Lama, Carniti and Banvenulo are
very concerned with how to reduce
the cost of production and making
the workers work more. Then the
trade union orientates a process of
criticisms and persecution over
absenteeism instead of making a
great campaign against the robbery
of the state like the Caltagirones
who are the real people responsible
for the increase in the cost of pro-
duction.

No trade union ieader, not even
the Communists, have any reply to

these problems; a social reply to

the social crisis of the capitalist
system which is expressed econo-
mically. It is social because of
the problems which affect people,
but there is no political leadership

to give this reply. If in Haly they

had made a plan of the development
of the country, they would be short
of three million workers at least.

Within the policy of the trade
unions it is necessary to reject the
proposal of the unions for the self-
‘regufation of the right to strike.
There has to be no regulation. The
only form in which the regulation of
strikes can be determined lies in
workers’ assemblies. If they regu~
late strikes, they are going to enter
into a tremendous conflict with
sectors of the working class and

J. POSADAS

of new groups, autonomous iade

unions (2) and movements. The
regulation is for what? They reply
that the indispensible public ser-
vices should not be interrupted by
strikes, The country does net
suffer from these problems. The
country suffers from the lack of
attention to the earthquakes, the
swindles and robberies. These are
the problems of the country, not the
strikes in the public services. It
is on these probiems that it is
necessary to launch campaigns of
the trade unions appealing for
united fronts.

The workers must determine.
themselves when to make strikes;
They are the ones who self~
regulate. The workers’ assembly
determines when to make the strike.
The regulation of the strikes is a
monstrosity, a benefit exclusively
for capitalism. It's the workers
themseives who have to see when
they call a strike or not, not as a
regulation but as a level of con-
sciousness and an expression .of
necessity, ltaly is fragmented into
a thousand pieces and each sector
of the workers’ movement receives
daily a blow, a retreat in its stan-
dard of life, its democratic, poli~
tical and trade union rights. In not
having a concentrated reply on the
part of the Communist trade unions,
the reply is fragmented and a num-
ber of small trade unions. appear,
who feel they have the resolution to
make a strike and triumph because
they are indispensible in the state
apparatus. They are not sectors
apart from,separated from or against
the rest of the workers movement;
but arise through the nature of pro—-
duction in Italy, of the public ser-
vices and of the trade wunion
movement. Before, they were sec—
tors which capitalism bought for
little money, but now they cannot
do it, and they go on strike. How
to force them not to strike? To
impose on them means a ruplure
with the workers’ movement. What
has to be seen is why these groups
are not within such strong ftrade
union centres. |t is not that they
are badly intentioned, but they show
in this way their rejection of the
conciliatory policy of the trade
ynion centres.

if there are conflicts between
the trade union centres and these
‘autonomous’ trade unions, it is
necessary to seek unification with
the right to every tendency to exist
and express itself. This is in~
finitely better that they resclve
like this, than astheyarenow utilised
because, in this way, the bourge-
oisie are allowed to manceuvre, to
utilise one centre against another,

‘to yield to one against the other,

Thus it is necessary to seek as an.
essential measure a centralised
movement at the trade union level.

The trade union centres have
appealed to these ‘autonomous’
frade unions to centralise them-
selves, but they do net accept
because the policy of the main
unions does not interest them; thus
there must be freedom of tendency
in the trade union centre. This does
not mean the right for any lunatic
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they are going to impe! the creation

to speak, but to allow the right of



tendency. If the trade union leaders
demand ‘freedom and democracy’ in
the USSR and in the Workers States,
is not the working class going to
ask for the right of tendency in the
Communist Party and in the trade
" unions? Freedom of tendency, but
within the anti-capitalist struggle.
1t is necessary to allow the working
class to express itself, to give
opinion and form itself politically
and this will then aliow it to in-
influence these autonomous trade
unions, If it is not possible to
influence the leadership of these
unions, then influence the base and
attract them.

The existence of these trade
unions and of the different groups
is the result of the Halian economy,
something which does not occur in
other capitalist countries where
there is a greater centralisation in
industry. But ltaly has a backward
method of production which creates
an enormous quantity of currents
and tendencies. Also, it is through
the political maturity of the Halian
people which attract quite elevated
levels of technicians and profess-
ional workers. ‘

It is necessary to develop in the
trade unions the anti-capitalist
political life, and this is going to
influence all these small trade
unions and groups. One of the most
complete forms of working for a near
future is to concentrate everyone in
the same trade union but with the
right of tendencies, so that people
may explain and can defermine
resolutions in accordance with the
majority.

The italian economy is not the
same as the French, German or that
of Britain. It is a’very atomised
economy, and thus it allows the
creation of all these groups. They
develop also in the {rade unions as,
for example, the railway workers,
technicians and sectors who see
the continuous robberies, the Cal-
tagirones and the daily swindles
and propose ‘and why should not we
ask more increases, more benefits
from the state?” These are sectors
which,in asking for these increases, -
do not feel that they are robbing the
workers or the people, but that they
are depriving the state administra-
tion or, on the other hand, it is
money of which they are depriving
the Caltagirone. This is their
reasoning and hence they have
strikes demanding increases in
wages and a great part are success-
ful because they answer a necessity
which the trade unions do not
represent.

To propose to regulate the
strikes of these autonomous trade
unions is absurd. One can never
ask the working class to respect
and be disciplined if under the
leadership of the capitalist system.
Never! If within the heart of the
workers movement there are differ—
ences, it is logical that there are
stich; afterwards they can be over~
come; but it is never possible to
resolve them submitted to the inter—
est of the capitalist system- To
demand the regulation of the strikes
is to favour and to extend the con-
ditions for the existence of the

Caltagirone. These people have
robbed the equivalent of entire
budgets of the Italian economy.
The wealth of production of the
ltalian people cannot be expressed
by the present state of the economy,
because the wealth is taken by all
these thieves.

The trade unions speak of
‘finishing with absenteeism’. This
is not the case. There are workers
who say they are so ill they cannot
go to work, hut this is not absen—
teeism. Part of the workers who go
on the sick list go to do other work,
which means that one job is not
enough and they want to improve
the standard of living. But the
immense majority do not go to work
because of their state of exhaustion

“through work. Thus, it is necessary

fo pay attention not to absenieeism
but to the crime of the management
against the men and women who
work.

It is necessary to make a tam-
paign against the deteriorating con~
ditions of work not against those

absent from work. It is lies
that absenteeism determines an
alteration in the cost of production.
It is enough to compare the robbery
that the Caltagirones have made to
take: account of the fact that ab -
senteeism is not the real problem.
Then it is necessary to ask how
conditions of life improved when
‘the -absentees were at work. The
standard of living did not increase
at all; on the contrary, it worsened.
This is expressed in how people
who suffered from the earthquake
with the most complete indifference
on the part of the ltalian capitalist
state.

‘In front of all this the trade
unions must discuss a programme

‘of structural changes. They can

get certain wage improvements, but
at the cost of thousands of un—
employed. That is to say that in-
crease in wagessis not a conquest,
How make -an improvement if it is
at the cost of unemployment? The
dismissals also of workers besides
being ‘a blow at the standard of
living of the population, is a blow
at the cohesion and at the force of
the trade union movement, because
they exclude thousands. This is

one of the things which capitalism -

seeks: to weaken the concentrated
force of the proletariat. In front of
this there is no partial solution. 1t
is necessary to struggle for wage
gains, but not at the cost of this.

It is necessary to develop demo~
cratic trade union rights, the right
to freedom, of tendencies within
the trade unions, and to open a
discussion on the programme of
progress and education of the mass—
es, on the basis of proposing that
capitalism cannot give any more.
If there is any improvement, it is
taken away in another form. Wages
may increase but first prices go up,
taxes and the cost of public ser~
vices go up. In this situation it is
logical that trade union movements
arise and also unions of profession~
al workers and specialised tech-
nicians who demand increases in
wagas more than are given to the
average worker. They- are right to

ask, one cannot blame them because
they ask for more benefits than
other workers, The element which
is responsible is the capitalist
state which robs a million times
more than these sectors ask, Thus
‘the problem is not that the workers
demand more or that they go on
strike, but that the capitalist state
tobs millions more than the im-
provements for which these sectors
ask., They are robberies which
correspond to seventyfive per cent
of the wages of all the workers.
The problem then is not that the
workers demand tos much or that'
they go on strike, but that the capi-
talist state is led by people who
tob and swindle. This is the real
problem.

CAPITALISM CANNOT SOLVE
EVEN THE SMALLEST PROBLEMS

The trade unions must take into
account that there is no possibility
of progress submitted to the policy
of the capitalist state, of the
bourgeoisie and the Christian Demo~
cracy which controls the state.
There is no possibility, and italian
capitalism cannot give any more.
It is the weakest of the big capi-
talist countries. The trade unions
must have a discussion on the de~
velopment of the world, of the trade
union struggles, and the incapacity
of the competition of Italian capi-
talism. FIAT bases its. ability to
compete on the basis of the ex—
ploitation of the workers, and this
determines that the standard of
living of the population is lowered.
Thus the trade unions must not

“dedicate themselves to make cam~

paigns against absenteeism or
propose the regulation of strikes
but, for example, make a campaign
proposing measures against the
inertia of the state expressed in
the earthquake, to make strikes and
movements for this. But the trade
unions are not impelled in this type
of struggle.

The workers see that their trade
union leaders are businessmen and
that they have a series of gains and
privileges which the average worker
does not have. He sees that none
of these discuss as a function of
defending the life of the workers.
It sees them speaking as tech~
nicians not as workers’ leaders..

It is necessary to make movements,

strikes  against the robberies,
against the inertia of the state in
front of the earthquake and popu-
lations. This is what they have
to- discuss, both the lrade unions
and the Communist Party., If the
Communist Party discusses and
promotes this struggle, within two
years an important sector of the
Left of the Christian Democracy

would Win ;  posadas  8.3.81

(1) Caltagirone: refers to a notor-
ious Italian financial scandal, now
a norm of MNalian capitalism.

(2) In Maly some trade unions
exist in the public services which
are not affiliated to the trade union
centres and which are called
autonomous irade unions.

THE FAILURE OF THE IMPERIALIST ATTACK

IN THE LEBANON AND THE DECOMPOSITION

WITHIN THE ISRAELI MILITARY APPARATUS.

The extreme brutality of the
Israell attack on the Lebanon has
as many have remarked all the
characteristics of the nazi method,

But the total failure of
this intervention is a striking proof
that imperialism has lost all his—
toric initiative and capacity, and
the consequences of this failtve
are’ going ‘to be profound. The
intervention of the Soviet Union
has been decisive in containing
the worst consequences of this
maniac adventure., Brezhnev has
intervened twice, insisting that
the Yanks restrain their Israeli
flunkeys and has also intervened
towards France, waming Mitterand
not to connive in the plan to send
American troops into Lebanon,

Despite an immense display of
force by the Israelis and the attempt
to develop nazi mentality in the
troops, that is, sentiments outside
any human concern with the mass
slaughter of old people, children,
prevnant women etc,, it is clear
that the resistance which they
received has demoralised sectors
in the Israeli army and, at the same
time, provoked tendencies to think.
This has led to the case of a young
but leading Israeli officer resigning
‘his command on the grounds that
the offensive has no purpose in
spite of pressure from Begin and
Sharon, In origin he was not against

some form of attack, but was against

the scale and character of this
offensive. Already there have been
meetings of Israeli soldiers against
the war and when a leading career
officer refuses to continue this is
an indication of what is going to

-occur in later phases of the Israeli

attack on the Arab revolution but,
at the same .time, also shows a
spirit of defeatism which stands for
all the imperialist armies. The

PLO fights with the sense that it

is representing superior interests
of history. Its security and the
fighting passion of its soldiers
come from the feeling that behind
them stands the Soviet Union and,
whatever the blind brutality of the
Yanks and fascist terrorists like

Begin, victory is inevitable,
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At the same time, the result of
the Lebanon episode has been to
deepen the rift between Yankee im-
perialism and the other imperialist
powers in Europe who see them-
selves being dragged along to des—
fruction by a gang of relentless
Yankee imbeciles who want to see
not only the end of the Soviet Union
but anyone else who is a competi-
tor of Yankee imperialism. Thus,
in the middle of the Lebanon fiasco,
a leading German soldier, General
Krause former strategic planner
for the Bundeswehr, from the heart
of the German military apparatus
repudiates the Yankee inventions
about a Soviel military build-up
and the need for ever greater ex~
penditures, There have been other
protests from NATO sectors pre-
viously, such as Sanguinetti in
France, but it is inevitable that
these sectors and others are going
to think more and more about where
all this is going. Do we have fo
burn for the benefit of the Yanks?
Such differences of opinion mean
that in the event of war everything
will collapse. Defeatism and dis~
agreement is profound -in all the
armies of imperialism, and the
experience of the israeli army gives
only a limited view of what is going
to happen.

As Posadas has said of the
present experience of the Soviet
Union, it is like a film going in
reverse and hurrying back to 1917,
One of the most fundamental ex—
periences of the October Revolution
was the capacily to appeal to the
disintegrating army of Czarism,
As part of the appeals to the Arab
masses in the Middle East, it is
important to appeal for an.israeli
Socialist State as part of the United

-Federation of Socialist States in

the Middle East and, with this, the
appeal to the lIsraeli troops to
reject imperialist military discip~
line, to desert and abandon the
function of terrorism. A limitation
of the Soviet comrades in the last
war was the insufficient revolution=
ary slogans to the German troops -
in the process that is coming con-
ditions will impose superior appeals,
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THE ASLEF DISPUTE AND THE ORGANISATION
OF THE LEFT IN THE TRADE UN/IONS.

The return to work of the ASLEF
workers  through lack of support
from other trade unions cannot be
congidered as a defeat tor the wor-—
king class. The combative workers
have been contained, nothing mores
Even If there is some concession
over the ‘rostering’, that particular
issue has not been settled and the
tight has raised other more funda—
mental issues, focused -attention
on them in a way that will prove
damaging to the capitalist system
and will strengthen immensely the
- drive to the Left In Britain. [t was
not the capitalist system or govern—
ment which imposed this containing,
only the unrepresentative trade
union leadership.. . Capitalism had
to shelter behind this leadeship.

:Quite clearly the conditions . of
the strike if there had been a pre—
pared leadership could have very
rapidly led to a general sirike and
the liquidation of the.govenments
The attitude of the ASLEF workers
‘was. and is, extremely secure (as
is the attitude of the hospital

“workers). They sought to impel a
general_intervention of the working
class against this putrefying and

. demented - govemment which _held :
no. fears. for them... Objectively,
world -and national conditions fa—
voured them —~ and still do so. The
struggle - has  brought  into - focus
very much the passive and back—
ward. ‘character ~of the irade union
leaderships. “There is an insuffi—
ciently “developed and orgénised
leadership of the Left in the trade
- unians: to codfront the Conservative
pmwap:tal:st Ieadersh:ps.  The
latter react with fear andk trembling’
at the possibility ‘of sirikes and
demonstrations ~of “the = masses
against the government, because

now ‘more than ever with the weak—

ness of world capitalism and the
growing force of the Workers States
successful actions of the working
class threaten -the ~whole anti—
democratic structure of ‘the trade
unionss  The 'Right'in the irade
unions - the Duffys, the Cannons,
the Basnetts etc — have a mentality
which —accepts capitalist = norms.
They were quick to dabble in the
process of Poland, but when it came
to the Malvinas episcde little was
said or mobilised against the cri—
minal  assassinations by the
Thatcher regime, and no-interest was
taken in the interventions. of the
Argentinfan working class.  The
right of the trade unions are, as
Lenin defined them, the traditional
‘labour lieutenants® of the capitalist
class. But they lack the social
power that they had in Lenin’s time
and survive not because of their
own strength but because of the
antiquated structure of the trade
unions and the lack of a trade union
democracy. The Left in the trade
unions is not sufficiently organiseds
to go beyond them.

The process of containing the
ASLEF has brought into the shary—
est possible relief what was meant
in practice by ‘trade unionism’s
Arguments were used that if the
ASLEF strike were supporied or
continued hundreds would lose their
jobse This experience has brought
out the total falsity of the narrow
‘trade union issues only’ Brgument.

“4‘

- unionism’
_ nothing to defend. the rights of three

The trade union leaders who have
used this argument are those who
have gone along passively with the
vast numbers thrown out of work
by the Thatcher government. What
has ‘trade unionism’® and the ‘de—
fence of our members’ had to say
about all this?  Why  has ‘trade
for three years done

million unemployed, or indeed. the
lowering of the standard of life of
the employed sectors of the popu—
lation. In other words, the con—
ception of irade unions refusing to
look beyond immediate  Issues of
wage levels s totally kaput, has
no perspective, and new conditions
are  preparing for a much more
elevated trade unionism. Ths very
fact that the TUC has been obliged
to accept the position of unilateral
disarmament shows that the weight
of the Right and Centre in no way
represents the course and direction
of ‘the process In Britain. ~ The
return to work of ASLEF does not
represent the strehgth. developing
in the working class. Redlity is
destroying even the semblance of
the argument, that trade unions have
to be concerned solely with imme—
diate tanglble demands — employ—
ment,. wage levels, better conditions
of work. None of these can be
obtained now in the ferms of accep—
tance of the capitalist system» The
defenders of that system, Howe the
Chancellor and the head of the CBI
talk quite openly of a need to lower
‘the standard of living and, In the
case of the CBI, say quite openly
“forever'!" That is the hallmark of

_a system that ‘has no future and is

utterly stupid, . Reformist trade
unionism is completely undermined
and has nothing to say to all this.

CAPITALISM DEPENDS ON THE
LIMITATIONS OF THE TRADE
UNION LEADERSHIP.

is, regular discussion and control
of  trade union delegates so that
they do.not speak. for millions at
trade . union . conferences = when
‘millions’ have never been consul—
ted, Trade-union officials have to}

be open to continuous election and
re—selections

FOR A PROGRAMME -BASED ON
THE INTERVENTION OF THE
WORKING CLASS.

The intervention of the Labour
Left is fundamental in the trade
unionss The support given to
ASLEF by Benn, Fobt and others
is very important because it is a
political struggle and social strug—
gle which is being waged, not
simply a struggle over conditions
of .work and wages. - But it is
necessary to elevate the character
of the interventions towards strikes.
It is a question not only of general
support by. the . Labour Party -to
strikes but bringing out the nature
of the crisis which s .the total
crisis of capitalism as & systems

It is not ‘intlation® or ‘unemploy—
ment’. as separate .issuies but the
whole of capitalist functioning is
in.question  and . demands social
transformationss
is extremely: rich in conclusions,

1t has brought-out the total depen— -

dence: of the capitalist system on
the . reactionary . or ' inadequate

leadership -of ‘the trade unions, -
Containing the sirike has in reality

done - Immense damage ‘to the trade
~unlon: oligarchiess - Everyone . sees
their role. The massive vote for
Scargill,  however,
Union -elections and: the beginning
of the liquidation of the Right in
the Miners.Unlon is an anticipation
of - much bigger changés to come in
the = reconstruction *.of - the « trade
unions ‘and their elevation as in—
struments of social transformatlons

in Bntam»

The trade Unions. that is, under the

impulse of the Left and with
changes of structure must campaign
for much more elevated demands,
They have to emphasise an economy
that works not In terms of export
competition with other capitalist
countries but begins with the need
to satisfy the needs of the popula—
tion in terms of housing, education,
transport, the replanning of the
cities, and workers democracy in
the factories, the offices and the
planning of the economy. None of
these can be achieved with the
capitalist systems This has to be
attacked, day in and day out, as a
system not as something which can
be made to work better with ‘re—
flation’ or more 'investment’ or on
the basis of ‘protection’s The trade
unions have to intervene on all the
important  social and political
issues, calling demonstrations
against the war in Lebanon and
making appeals to the other trade
unions In Europe and America for
this. There has to be a process of
transformation of the functioning of
the ftrade unions.e The Right Is
being ejected from the Labour Party.
This has to be done in the trade
unions, and the Labour Left has to
facilitate all this by publishing on

the trade unions, explaining what -

real workers democracy means; that

Therek,has to be discussion on
demands that wages rise automat j—
cally with the cost of living, that
the gains of automation go to the
workers, the unemployed have to
be integrated in demonstrations
against the system, workers control
has to be raised as a permament
slogan, ‘and the unification of strike
actions ‘has = to: ‘be proposed to
finish with separating and isolating
strikes ' as has: been dore with
ASLE Fa

The ASLEF strike

in “the "Miners -

THE FUNCTION OF THE BOLSHEVIKS IN
HISTORY AND THE STRUGGLE OF

COMMUNISM TODAY.

The Bolsheviks began a genera—
tion of human beings prececupied
consciously in living, knowmg and
constructing - Communism, The
Bolsheviks are going to returns
Now there is the base for the return

of the Bolsheviks, but not now as

in""the ‘epoch of Lenin, because
Lenin’s first task was to develop
the forces and give consciousness
to the class that was capable. It
was necessary to give confidence,

~ but today everybody sees that the

working class can achieve this. It
has no doubt that it can achieve
thiss Before, it was necessary to
demonstrate that the proletariat

was capable of undertakmg such a

" historic task,

it is of interest to us to estimate
the level of specific, concrete evo—
lution: .of .the process, but in its
roots: which ‘show . -a .disposition
much superior to the concrete con—
clusions .-In increasing our know-—
ledge .and interpenetration with. the
process, .we. are generating the
security that it is possible to know
everything which is necessary, and
we are going .to.know .everything,
resolve everything, change every—-

-L.thing and do everything. Everything

that we want to. do. is necessary

achieve ity .. Hence, we have ex-—
amples . as. that. of the little old
Portuguese woman who raised the
militant .salute as & result of the
state of condition and structure,
which allows this. and much more.
The leader and the organiser must
be based on these conditions, His
‘calculations, " then, ~in policy, in
conclusions . and . in tactics, are
based on what still have not come
to light but are going to appears
Hence: we wrote the article on the
little old. woman — but, for us, it
has a very great significance and it
is: going to have a very great im—

_portance, and also for the Commu—

nistss It is the way of knowing the
-human belng, of - inter—penetrating
with the human being.

+This Is the capacity to foresee
and - to foresee: in consequence It
s necessary to feel with the senti—
ments, the consclousness; with the
integration ‘of .ourselves, of the
Party and this processs If ong does
not. feel It one cannot see. i “If
one: does not observe or does il
distantly or superficially, it is
possible to see one or the other
characteristics but not the whole
which is expressed in the charat--
teristics, Then one sees the

_ partial aspect but not the whole

picture,

.conceptions,
_capitalism, but it does not have the

and. the knowledge: that. we can

J.Posaias

The Communist Party still does
not have security in the -Communist
it seeks to ellminate

Communist conceptions. Otherwise
it would interpret why a little old
woman .can appear. like this, with
sons who have Been fifteen years
in_prison, and . raises the. militant
salute. She did not run to embrace
her son, to take hold of him and to
submit to the sentiment of the
mothers  She did not seek this,
When she raises the militant salute
she is saying, ‘Let them continue
fighting’s .~ This Is very beautiful.

These are -the -motives. of -the
joy of humanity. . Before, it was the
joy -of the person who earns money,
who is married, has a son, has his
-own- house. Now, the joy is this:
to see. humanity -act -with dignity
in. accordance with the needs of
humanity, not in a spirit of indivi-—
dual interests We do not see -the
little old woman as a function of the
mother or .of the grandmother, but
acting .as. & revolutionary. leader,
although ~she many not have . the
qualities .of the-revolutionary lea~
der. -But she works as-is necessary
“for historys

The cultural conditions and the
social decisions are elevating for
the . Identification of the human
being: man and woman & human
beings, whoever they are.  This
resolves also the problems of love.
This_Is one of the aspects which’
is elevatlng the loving relations of
human . beings. because..it :places
the human relationships not as male
or female, or as a family which has
children and. in._which male. and
female reproduce. - This. means to
elevate beyond the animal qualities
and to develop consciously as
human beings. The logical super—
jority of the human being over the
animal is that he thinks, organises
thought, and foresees. Hehas the
means io do what [t iS necessary
to do.

 Our analysis of the little old
woman of Portugal is going to have
much influence. Above all on the
Communist militants, because. the
Communist militant wants to and
feels jn this way,

Js  POSADAS 9ih October 1974-

Out of Nato! Close all the \nuclear bases!

Correction RF323
Article on War p2
top cl2 u, Posapas

The text should read:

history.

‘The Soviet
leadership had no plan of the future,
did not understand the process of
; Now this situation of

history has changed completely’.

Editoriaf‘ from pagel

unified way, to develop a general

strike
necessaty, to destroy this criminal
and lunatic government, so as to
replace it with a Labour government
on a programme of social trans-
formations and unilateral nuclear

of mdeﬂmte

duration if

disarmament,
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EDITORIAL

The massacte of Palestinians
in Lebanon ~ at least 3,200 plus
60,000 in previous bombings -
characterises the capitalist system
precisely. It is a murderous act
born out of importence and directed
not simply at the Palestinians but
‘at the whole of humanity. The
Israeli invasion in Lebanon was
organised by Yankee imperialism ~
as its every other actions - and
the gangs of assassins who perpe~
frated these particular massacres
‘Shatlia and Sabra) are organised by
the same source. It is reminiscent
of the last days of Hitler, but now
it is not one sector of the capitalist
system that is in its last days but
the whole world structure of capi-
falism. This massacre is an act of
impotence on the part of Yankee
imperialism because it cannot find
the conditions to launch the nuclear
war at this stage; it is more and
‘more aware that the launching of
the war is the end of itself. Huma-
nity is not cowed by the terrorism
of imperialism. The result of this
massacre is to deepen further the
_crisis inside Yankee imperialism
itself and between Yankee imperia—
lism and world capitalism. Every
major capitalist country has repu-
diated this massacre because they
know these actions are organised
‘by Yankee imperialism and they
feel that their sutvival depends on

conciliation with the USSR, with the
¥ Workers States and with their own
masses.

At the same time, ever-
growing stratas of gapitaﬁsm are
affected by the fact that imperia—
lism not only prepares the war
against the Workers States and
massacres the masses, but uses ihe
same means to regulate ils own
internal affairs. This is why the
widow of Aldo Moro (ltaly) says
that her husband was the victim of
‘an .international conspiracy to
brevent a political alliance between
the Communisis and the Christian
Democratic Party’. In other words,
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as comrade Posadas analysed
previously, Moro was assassinated
by imperialism because he favoured

a policy of conciliation towards .

the ltalian Communist Paety. This
massacre has resulted in a brutal
blow to the whole of the capitalist
system and a fusether erosion of the
remnants of its social authority.
It stimulates sectors of the capi-
talist class itself to lose faith in
the capitalist system and o seek
for a betler system. These seclors
draw their conclusions from ihe
fact that it is imperialism that
massactes the Palestinians, whilst
the Soviet Union and the Workers
States arm . and defend them,
This conclusion is translated on a
world scale in this stage of the
confrontation between the 1iwo
social sysiems.

THE CONFIDENCE OF HUMANITY

* Imperialism feels impotent be-
cause it fails to terrorise the
masseS. The masses are not terro~
tised by massacres, threat of
nuclear war, and it will not be
terrorised by nuclear war itself.
The masses in Israel, Palestinians
and Jewish, have reacted fo this
massacre in Lebanon not with fear
but with revulsion and confidence.
The regime of Begin is shaken 1o
its’ foundations. This confidence
is well expressed in the constant
denunciation of Begin by the
Communist Deputies in the Israeli
Parliament who face constant re~

pression, These comrades express

aise the confidence of the™ Soviet
Union which confronts imperialism
and - through the recent speech of
Brezhnev — points a finger directly
at Yankee imperialism as the enemy
of humanily. "It is the existence of
the Soviet Union and its present
policy of ‘neither forgiving nor
forgetting’ which is the source of
the confidence of humanity,

The oonfidence of humanity on
a world scale and the collapse of

VIVA THE NATIONALISATION OF THE
PRIVATE BANKS IN MEXICO.

the social authority of imperialism
are - expressed in the workers’
demonstrations in ‘this country in
defence of the Health Service and
against the Conservative govern~
ment.  The fact that the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra played to
the demonstrating workers in Lon-

don and went fo the Ford workers
at Dagenham means that these
musicians - are altracted 1fo the
proletariat and the masses because
they see in them the force for the
progress of humanily. Culture is
fo serve human progress and is seen
to be alien fo the system. of private
property. = Despite the limitations
of the leadership and despite all
the blows aimed by the Thalcher
government, the masses in this
demonstration  intervened  with
confidence and joy. This ‘day of
action’ demonstrated the confidence
of the proletariat and masses,
because they defied the law and
their very elevated sentiment was
shown in that they took this action
not for a narcow sectional interest
but in defence - of others. The
massive response fo that ‘day of
action’ was a means. by which the
workers, and the masses generally,
indicated to  the Trade Union
leaderships that they were prepared
for a struggle at a much higher
level. It was also a way of telling
the Labour leadership  that any
support for Labour from the masses
will be on the basis of a perspective
of social transformations and not on
a policy of conciliation with capi-
talism.  The Labour leadership
responded to this, and Foot appear—
ed at the head of the demonstratioh.
At the same time and for much the
same reasons, he re—affirmed
publicly support for Labourls pro-
gramme of unilateral nuclear dis—
armament in opposition to Yankee
bases. The fact that people like
Callaghan and Hatlersley = were
forced to support the workers’
action is an indication of the way
in which the masses are impelling
the leadership in the Labour Party.

THE MOBILISATION OF THE
MASSES DEMAN®S A POLITICAL
LEADERSHIP.

The constant Leftwards move-
ment in the Labour Parly is a
‘product of the intervention of the
masses within the world context in
which the balance of forces is
favourable to the advance towards
Socialism.  The victory of the

~$wedish Socialists and Communists

in the recent elections, the Govern—
mental crisis in West Germany
which can only result .in the ad~
vance of the Left in the SDP, and
the fact that the Spanish Socialisis
are  proposing -a referendum  on
Spain's membership of NATO and
questioning the existence of the
Yankee bases in Spain are all part
of this favourable world balance
of forces. In these circumstances,
the  attacks on. the Left by the
Labour Party apparatus has no
perspective..  Indeed, the Labour
leadership has aiready refreated
on this issue.  Capitalism is
immensely weak and the immediate
crisis provoked in the government
by this mobilisation on September
22 (with Fowler saying that it is
not possible to return all the Health
Service to the private - sector)
shows it once again..  The inter~
vention of the masses is deepening
all the contradictions in the Con~
servative  Party, between those
who would like to pulverise the
masses via ‘privatisation’ and
those who see in this electoral,
political and social disaster. The
plans for the continuation of the
strikes, which ought to be centra-
lised in a general strike, shows
that irrespective of the weakness
of the existing workers leaderships,
the population is determined fo
confront and impel the downfall
of this utlerly barbarous govern—
ment, Al this dgstroys the con-
fidence of capitalism -~ and
Thatcher's trips to Japan and
China to develop trade provide no
solution, because there is no means
by which capitalism can re-
structure itsglf with new . markets
and new sources of capital - the
flecessary means  do. nob exist

The advance of the Labous Left
is determined by the world balance
of forces and by the intervention

e

of the masses.  However, the
intervention of the masses and the
actions of September 22 show. that
it demands a deeper political
leadership. The motives of the
Labour apparatus’s attacks on the
Left is, in part, in order to pre-
occupy the Left with a sfruggle
purely inside the Labowr Parly
structure. - I

For a balance

of the day of
action

There is no doulst that

the mobilisation on the 22nd will
result, in a very short time, in an
elevation of sectors of the Trade
Union leadership. The develop~
ments in the NUM (Miners) are
indicative of this. This process
demands a -profounder political
leadership, and it needs the Labour
Left to turn its attention fowards
providing it. The proletariat and
the masses generally are awii®
that the process is nof decided in
Pariiament. = The Labour Left has
won a quite elevated Socialist
programme in the Labour Party.
Now. it requires that programme
and that perspective to be linked

‘with the mobilisation of the masses.

it is not a question simply of an
electoral victory for Labour, or
committing the Labour Parly to a
Soclalist programme, but of
developing a better political life
in the Parly and between the Parly
and the masses. For examgle, it
would be good to discuss a halance
of the intervention of the masses on
September 22 and also of the mean~
ing of the massacre in the Lebanon.
This would accelerate the con-
struction  of closer relations
between Party, Unions and masses
and the development of a new type
of Party. But the pre~condition
for this is a more consistent life
in the existing forces of the Left
in the Labour Parly.

25.11.1982
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The conclusion of the invasion
of Beirut is a defeat of Israel and
of Yankee imperialism, with very
profound social and political
consequences, The Palestinian
army came out of Beirut with iis
forces practically intact, The ob-
jeqtive of liquidating militarily and
politically the PLO and of ex-
pelling the Syrians from Lebanon

failed completely. Transitorily the

military strength of the Palestinians
was reduced but politically their
influence and authority in the region

and. in the world increased. To have

succeeded in stopping the Israeli
army - which is a direct represen-
tation of the Yanks - has been a
triumph which is going to have an
immense effect on the Arab coun-
fries and is now having one in

Israel,

It is not true that the dispersal

of the Palestinians in different

countries is going to annu! them

politically or militarily. The strug-

gle of the Palestinians does not
represent the Palestinians only,

but is a necessity for the develop-
ment of the life of the Arab masses
which is the expulsion of imperial~
ism and its allies from the region.
The failure of lIsrael and of im~
perialism in the Lebanon is going
to impel in all the Arab countries
the anti-imperialist struggle, and
in every country the Palestinians

are going to be a political centre
for this objective. The struggle
for Socialist progress in the Middle
East requires a military confron-
tation with imperialism, but it is
not only a problem of arms and the
amy. Political leadership is
necessary, ‘with' ‘the decision to
“organise socially for this objective,
“because it is not a question of
confronting Israel only but Yankee

imperialism. To defeat imperialism

requires the political organisation

which leads the military organisa-

tion. This objective in the Middle

.East is going to advance, parti~
cularly through the political eleva~

tion of the Palestinian movement,

but above all through the inter—

vention of the Soviet Union whose

influence increases in the region,

“quite the opposite of all the lies

declared by the capitalist press.
‘Israel and Yankee imperialism

for the invasion of Lebanon count
upon, and will count upon, the
connivance of the Arab bourgeoisie
who have taken no concrete initia~
tive apainst Israel. These have
had to change their attitude to the
extent that Israel has not achieved
victory with the rapidity wnich they
expected, because the population
of these countries supports the
Palestinians. Hence they are not
going to be able to negate politi-
cally: the Palestinians in every
country as in the stupid calculation
of capitalism.

Another aspect is that not all
the Palestinians have withdrawn
from Lebanon. In the South itsef,
occupied by Israel, the Palestinian
guerrillas  are everywhere and,
whatever the nazi repression which
Israel. carries out, the population
supports - and  protects  them.

: Tthe situation in the Middle
East forms part of the anti-
imperialist world process in which
every movement, like that of the
Palestinians or that of El Salvador
or Nicaragua or Angela, support
themselves on the relation of world
forces based on the existence of
the Workers States, and in parti-
cular of the Soviet Union. For this
reason in Beirut all factors of the
world struggle of system against
system are concentrated and thus,
although Israel may have the mili—
tary force, it could not decide the

THE DEFEAT OF ISRAEL AND OF YANKEE
IMPERIALISM IN BEIRUT AND THE RELATION
OF WORLD FORCES. 25.8.82.

RESOLUTION OF THE POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL.

conclusion. This is the base of its
defeat which is political and social
and, secondly, a military defeat.
The struggle of the Palestinians
is not resolved only with the crea~
tion of an army and of a Palestinian
state, but in the ambit of a political
movement which unifies the Arab
and Jewish masses against Yankee
imperialism and capitalism,

This defeat of Israel in Beirut
is going to favour the discussion
in the Palestinian movement on the
objectives, the programme and the
policy of the PLO. The shois
which the Palestinian guermrillas
fired in the air saluling the com-
rades who were leaving were not
only shots of commemoration but
the communication of their decision
to fight which has suffered no
reduction, but has been elevaled
by the experience of Beiyut, This
sentiment is going to be expressed

noliticallv.
The Arab bourgeoisie, through a

certain support to the PLO, sought
to maintain the programme of the
Palestinians limited to the objec—~
tive of acquiring a national home
and of reducing the social levels of
this struggle. In February 1977
cde Posadas proposed the discuss—
tion of a superior programme for the
Palestinians, proposing ‘there is
no place for the historic develop-
ment of a Palestinian state, I is
necessary to pose the problem in a
much more elevated and extensive
form...The birth of these countries
in the dying stages of the collapse
of the capitalist system is not now
posed as before, but united to this
historic. condition that the war is
coming closer: the war is coming
and there is the condition so that

~they can be unified and developed

as Workers States. Thus the orga~
nisation as an independent state
must serve this end, not to make a
new nation and to create a current
which has the capacity to organise
for this objective, not to make a
new nation. it has no historic
sense or objective or conditions to
develop, economically, socially or
linguistically. 1 believe that this
is very important, above all taking
into account that capitalism is
moving in preparation of the war',
4J. Posadas, The vonstitution of
Palestine and the World Revelution”
ary Process, 19.2.78).

“These #discussions are going to
develop as part of the necessity. of
the PLO to elevate its function
as a polifical instrument to develop
and impel the formation of leader-
ships very close to the understand-
ing of the struggle against capital~
ism and for the Socialist Federation
of the Arab countries. For this ob-
jective the alliance with the Soviet
Union is a logical necessity.

The experience of Lebanon con-
firms the historic and concrete
incapacity of the capitalist.system
led by Yankee imperialism to smash
the revolutionary processes because
any movement of national liberation
and social liberation, whether in

Africa, Asia, Latin America or
the Middle East, supports itself on
a relation of world forces in which
it is the Workers States who deter—
mine. In the Lebanon, fram the
beginning of the Israeli invasion,
the USSR affirmed that it would not
permit the liquidation of the PLO
and it was the decisive obstacle
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which prevented Israel going further,
Those who criticised Soviet con-
duet do not have a notion that the
presence of the Soviet Fleet on the
Lebanese coast was not a simple
demonstration of force, but that
the Soviets were ready to intervene
to impede the destruction of the
PLO or the invasion of Syria even
at the cost of confronting Yankee
imperialism. This is because the
Soviet Union cannot allow any im~
portant retreat of the revolution in
any part of the world and, in this
case, the reireat would be the des-
truction of the PLO and of ifs
leaders and the invasion of Syria
which would alter the relation of

political forces. There are in-
sufficiencies in the political
intervention of the USSR in the
Middle East, but it is above all the
result of the previous policy of
alliance with the Arab bourgeoisie
without developing more profound
movements.  Hence, outside the
PLO and, in part but less, Syria,
secure and. consistent -leaderships
do not exist in anti-imperialist
policy in the region; now this pro-
cess is going to develop more
profoundly. Thus the Soviet Union
does not have instruments to support
itself, and this limits its possibility
of direct intervention. But, even
so, the Soviels are present and do
intervene., To measure the conduct
of the Arab bourgeoisie, it is enough
to see the attitude of the Lebanese
government which has preferred the
massacre of the population to asking
military help from the Soviets or
any one else. This is an experience
which affirms ‘the necessity of
developing political movements
which do not depend on the decision
of the Arab bourgeois governments
which, in the last instance, prefer
to ally with Israel and Yankee
imperialism rather than confront
them to the point of finding support
in the intervention of the masses,

The weakness
of imperialism

The action of Israel is part of
the desperate ambushes of the
capitalist system in front of the
world process which completely
escapes their control. = Yankee
imperialism no longer leads history
and does not succeed in forcing the
world bourgeoisie to follow it; on
the contrary, in this stage they have
to confront an unequalled increase
in the inter—~capitalist contradic~
tions expressed in the case of the
Soviet—Eyropean gas pipeline. That
is to say, the lack of homogeneity
in the capitalist system in a stage
in which the revolutionary struggle
advances everywhere, develops a
desperate political conduct because
capitalism cannot understand the
historic process. Hence the crimi-
nal line of Begin and of the nazi
camarilla; of I[srael who, even

knowing they were not going to.

triumph, continued massacring and
destroying. They bombarded the
population because the Palestinian
combatents were protected and the
Israelis knew this, and this was in
part the reason for which the Israeli
colonel- who resigned saying that

in the targets of the Istaeli artillery

they saw only women, children and

old people, and that he could not
endure this. g

The weakness of Yankee im-
perialism 1is also expressed in
having to support openly the camar-
illa of Begin. It shows that now
very little remains fo imperialism
betause, in order to survive, it has
to depend more and more on the
Begin., the Pinochets and the
assassins of South Africa. In the
Middle East the whole policy which
Carter had sought through the
ailiance with the strongest sector
of the Arab bourgeoisie, the bour~
geoisie of Egypt, had failed. The
assassination of Sadat was the
expression that such a policy could
not be continued because any
country which is aliied to imperial-
ism is crushed socially and poli-
tically, and remains submitted to
a small clique, while the country
is paralysed. This experience
Egypt has livied through and cannot
retreat upon. But the countries of
the region which have thrown out
imperialism and have allied with
the USSR, such as Libya, Algeria,
Yemen, have developed socially,

economically, culturally and mili-
tarily. The Arab masses see this
comparison which is world-wide.

_Any country, in order to progress,

has to struggle against capitalism
and imperialism, whether in Africa,
Asia, Latin America or Europe,
and humanity already has the ex-
perience of processes like those of
Afghanistan where Soviet inter-
vention has developed the country.

The influence of the Soviet Union
does not develop only through
military aid but, above all, through
social and political infiuence.
Hence feudal leaderships, like those
of Saudi Arabia, now try not to
depend on the policy of the Yanks
and to make a certain independent
pelicy.  After these events in
Lebanon the conditions for the
manoeuvres of the capitalist system
have narrowed enormously, because
their only support is Israel; and
this cannot remain indefinitely in
the Lebanon., They can impose
Gemaya!l as president, but they are
not going lto be able to make of
Lebanon an unconditional instrument
of Yankee imperialism. This cannot
be done by imperialism, and it is
enough to see that one of the con-
sequences of the invasion of the
Lebanon was the increase in the
internal crisis in the Yankee bour—
geoisie and in the camarilla of
Israel. The disintegration of the
israeli military apparatus has
already begun, and the movement
against Begin and for peace with the
Palestinians which has now deve-
loped in Israel is not going to be
delayed, and the depth is the
questioning of the function of
Israel as the instrument of Yankee
imperialism,

The invasion of Lebanon has
brought the masses of Israel closer
to the Arab masses and puts on the
agenda the unification of their
struggles as already in the contacts.
of the peace movement in Israel
with the Palestinians. The crisis
established in the Israell armmy
when it affects a high officer with
tesponsibility of command in the
course of the offensive, shows the

enormous weight of the world

~ relation of forces which makes the

Israeli soldiers fee! isolated and

develops in them a principle of
social reasoning. The influence
of the world is developing in the
Jewish masses the understanding
that they can live with the Arab
masses. It is the camarilla of Begin
which needs to develop a sentiment
of hatred of the Jewish people
against everyone else to justify the
crimes which they commit throughout
the world, because Israel is a
centre of couhter-revolutionary
terror of the capitalist system: from
there come the assassins which
imperialism utilises everywhere.
But when the crisis reaches the
Israeli army, it is because it has
no perspective to develop in the
population such sentiments which
clash with the maturity of the
masses of the world. This does not
exclude that in Israel there is a
religious—military layer with a nazi
mentality which sustains Begin
and his camarilla,

The masses
are secture

The social heroism of the Pales~
tinian and Lebanese masses, who
have sustained the assassin bom-
bardment of lIsfael without being
intimidated, is an expression of the
human security to confront the war
which capitalism is preparing.
The assassin camarilla of Israel
believed that the bombardments
were going to provoke despera~
tion and terror in the population,
that it would be every one for him-
seif; but there was nothing of this.
Capitalism cannot understand human
conduct which now is not determined
by the egoist sentiments of private
property but by social experience,

which shows that human relations
are the real source of intelligent
life not the economy or property.
Cde Posadas, who analysed this
process of maturing in humanity
years ago, said that ‘humanity
seeks to put itself in agreement
with itself’. This is an expression
which has an infinite level, but the
essential base is that humanity
perceives that it is not the enemy
of itself, because there is no reason
for this’. (J. Posadas, The Revo-
lution in Libya and the Process of
Social Transformation 20.4.81).
The Lebanese masses remained
in Beirut with the Palestinians

~ during the bombardments because

they were integrated in the struggle.
They were ready to die with the
Palestinians, but with the security
that they would triumph. This has
discencerted imperialism and the
Israeli army. All the popuiation
intervenes, from the children to the
old people, and the fact that they
have had to repress and assassinate
women, old people and children is
going to have conseguences even
more profound in the Israeli military
apparatus, The revolution incor~
porated all of society in the inter—
vention, as, in Vietnam, Angola,
‘Mozambique and E! Salvador, and
the children, not only as combatents
but as leaders - as Cde Posadas
analysed over Nicaragua. The
existence of the Workers States
develops the experience that they
can resolve all the problems with
the organisation of the econemy in
the service of the population, and
not as the capitalist regime which
does the opposite, and thus it
develops reasoning and confidence
in society as society. For example,
it has an immense importance for
humanity that right in the middle of
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thé invasion of the Lebanon, by
Israel, with all the logical tensions
which this situation has created in
the world, the Soviet Workers State
continues the space flights to de~
velop the scientific capacity of the
human being. It does so with the
serenity which comes from the
security that the USSR has to repre~
sent the future of humanity, while
Yankee imperialism has initiatives
only to make arms and death. This
attitude of the Soviet Union is the
base of the security of humanity in
front of the war, because it feels
that -now the instrument exists
which develops the social experi-
ence, overcoming all the relations
which come from the capitalist
system. Hence the Soviet Union is
an instrument of humanity and for
humanity, and so it has to work.

The security of the Palestinians
is determined by this world process;
they feel supported by the world.
Hence the source of their heroic
decision that, if it is necessary to
die, they die — but without sadness
and with the certainty and serenity
that they are going to win. Even
with all the massacre made in
Lebanion by Israel and Yankee
imperialism, there is no sadness
nor prostration in the Pajestinian
and Lebanese masses, because
they have the security that what
they have done was necessary and
that they are going to triumph and
that Israel is the one who is losing.
The mothers, fathers and sons who
lose their parents and children
are resolved to continue the struggle
because it is necessary.

This is the stage of history,
this is the relation which exisis in
the world which now develops the
security in human conduct that the
struggle against imperialism and
against every form of oppression is
a necessily. Imperialism and Israel
have the arms, but in the mind of
the masses there is now the reso-
fution that they are going to triumph.
Hence there is no desperation nor
sadness in Beirut. The Palestin-
ians came out with the joy and the

serenity that in what is happening
they are going to triumph. The
desperadoes are the imperialists
and Israel, who feel the impotence
of arms in front of this world
relation of forces.

We salute with all Communist
sentiment the Palestinian masses
and the Lebanese masges, the PLO
and its leaders who with their con-
duct have contributed to elevate
the human security in their capac~
ity to resolve all the problems of
which the most important is to
terminate the capitalist system
which is preparing the atomic war
as the ultimate arm in order to
survive.

This solution in the Lebanen is
transitory. Imperialism has no other
solution than to prepare the war,
it tries to intervene at all costs,
but cannot impose any arrangement
stable and favourable to capitalism,
Hence they have maintained the
constant farce of the negotiations
of Habib, but the world reiation

The

Posadist

of forces forced Yankee imperialism
to make Israel accepi the agree~
ment because, in front of the firm
attitude of the USSR and the uiti-
matum which it gave to Reagan,
world capitalism did not have the
homogeneity and the European
bourgeoisie pressed for a solution.
The attitude of France is important
because it shows. that Mitterand
cannot follow the Yanks. French
capitalism has to confront Yankee
imperialism in world competition
and tries to win time, hence iis
opposition to the initiatives which
develop situations of war against
the USSR, The attitude of the
French and ltalian soldiers who
wenit to Beirut is an expression of
this world situation, and hence they
made homage to the Palestinians
presenting arms in the case of the
French and saluting and wishing
good luck to the Paiestinian people
in the case of the Italians,

These evenis in the Lebanon
have a very great historic signi-
ficance. It is necessary to discuss
throughout the world Communist
and revolutionary movement. World
capitalism, led by imperialism, is
preparing the war against the
Workers States, but in the middle of
a very great internal crisis. This
crisis  exacerbates the assassin
nature of the capitalist system:
which more and more uses terrorism
as a means of action. It is neces-
sary to discuss and develop a world
campaign against imperialism for
the immediate withdrawal of Israel
from all the territories occupied in
Lebanon and throughout the region
like Transjordania and the G ulan
H-eights.

The Communist werld movemen!
must discuss publicly this exper-
ience, showmg how to measure the
regimes in history. Israel, suppor~
ted and sustained by Yankee imper—
jalism, invaded the Lebanon to
destroy and assassinate the popu-
lation; in Nicaragua Yankee
imperialism suStains the counter—
revolutionaries  who wanted to
invade the countty to return capi-
talist power which impeded anv
progress in the country; in El
Salvador the government assassi-
nates and is maintained exclusively
through the military support of
Yankee imperialism; in South Africa
the assassin racist regime bases
its strength on the world relation
of forces, and the military, political
and social support of the world
capitalist system. Meanwhile the
Soviet Union intervened in Afghan~
istan and in Czechoslovakia, and
both have developed from every

point of view socially, politically,.

scientifically  and  sulturally;
Vietnam intervened in Cambodia,
and today the population of Cam-
bodia has now the minimum neces—
sary to organise and develop life
constructing a Workers State. Thus
humanity measures history through
the experience, and this expenence
makes thg Arab massesresolute as
part of the world struggie against
the capitalist system and through
the advance towards the Workers
State of the countries of
fliddle East.

International
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THE XIl CONGRESS OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST
PARTY AND THE NEED FOR POLITICAL LIFE.

The 12th Congress of the
Chinese Communist Party registers
in various ways the failure of
Deng Xiao Ping and his camarilla
to determine the policies of the
Chinese Workers State,  Great
swings of the political pendulum
have been characteristic of the
CCP for most of its history, violent
lurches from Right to Le# and
back again. These lurches have
been determined fundamentally by
an empiricist and pragmatic res—
ponse fo events and, as there is
little Party life or tradition of Party
life in China, political positions
are taken in relation to the interests
of cligues or attempts to respond to
various internal or external pres~—
sures in an impressionist way.
More and more, however, this
domestic swinging is contained by
the existing structure of the world ~
the confrontation Dbetween the
Workers States, on the one hand, and
imperialism, on the other, This
now conditions severely the acti-
vities of the Deng Xiao Ping
clique because try as it might, the
bureaucratic  layers, technocrat
functionaries efc, cannot escape
the essential statified structure of
the Workers State, and are obliged
to modify the links established
with Western imperialism,

It is perfectly clear that all the
efforts to reduce the various forces
of the Left have failed, the trial of
the ‘gang of four' was a fiasco,
and the resistances to the Deng
Xiao Ping clique are accumulating
and accumulating and, to this
extent, the Congress was still quite
far both from the realities and
necessities of the process in China.
The most decisive element however,
which shows the underlying pro-
cess and how unfavourable it is fo
the interests of the Chinese bureau—
cracy, is that the Soviet Union was
no longer the centre of abuse:
rather, American imperialism was
being rejected, This in itself is a
complete change from when the
Soviel' Union was being attacked
for being the worst of the ‘super
powers’, In no way, f course,

was tnis foreseen by the Chinese
leadership, It has bheen imposed
by events, by the fact that China
cannot stand apart from the con-
frontation between the Workers
States and imperialism, Imperialism
is an implacable enemy of the Wor—
kers States and its refusal of im—
perialism to negotiate over Tajwan
and continuing to send amms there
is an irrefutable concrete evidence
of this:

Such is the mixed character of
this Congress that, on the one
hand, they speak of purges aimed

. Clearly at the Left; but, on the other

hand, there were re-assertions
- including bv . Hu Yaobang  the
maintenance of proletarian dictator-
ship and the need to combat the

elements of corruption and cultural
disorder which come from foreign
influences, This shows that if has
been impossible for the Deng Xiao
Ping group to develop the massive
Sralinist~type purge ~which they
wanted. Beginning with the crimi-
nal liguidation of Lin Piao, the
Rightist tendencies began to get
bolder, nurtured on the errors of
Mao, amongst others, who in not
being able to develop the Parly
left the way open to all the career—
ists and privilege seekers of the
bureaucracy. Bul, in spite of all
this, the Congress shows as a
result  fundamenialiy of events
outside China, such as the growing
yeight of the Soviet Union, Poland,
the failure of the military dictator—
ships in Latin America, the revo-
lutions in Nicaragua and E! Salvador
gfc., that the balance is more and

more tipping ggainst Deng. That
clique has no points of interational
support, The fact that Hua Kuo
Feng has been demoted from the
Political ~ Bureau means  little
because Hu vYao hang has better
positions than Hua in relataon to
the Soviet Union,

At the same time, most important
of all, Hu Yaobang spoke of the
need for patience and discussion
over differences between parties
in the international Communist
movement and account taken of
successes and failures. There is
in this a more concmatory note
than in the past, and it is not domi~
nated by great insults against the
CPSU. Reality is imposing itself;
nor was there any reference to
revisionism or social imperialism.
If they continue to attack the Soviet
Union over Afghanistan or Cambodia .
at the same time on the most
definitive events ~ the attack of
the Israelis against the Lebanon-

- the Chinese are wrth the Soviets
on that issue. Hu Yau&ayg also
referred to the former good refations
between the Soviet Union =™ and
China,  All “this corresponds to
recent cultural and sport exchanges.

Also the alarm felt by imperia~
lism over Hong Kong, the visit of
Thatcher is a further example of
the fear of the process of ‘Perma—
nent Revolution’ recurring in Chma.

Whatever is patched up, |mpenausm
has no security over the future
status of this city, which is an
important link between the Rightist
sectors of the Chinese !eadershxp
and world imperialism.

The results of the Congress
have all the marks of g series of
unstable relations. Much has been

made of the need for ‘rejuvenation’
but, although the Central Committee

- criminal pesitions of Deng.

has been partly renewed, the. lea—
dership has been obhged to retain
older sectors linked to the maoist

past and;
there is no cerfainty, furthermore,
that the anti-Deng tendencies will
not arise even from the ‘younger’
ones, The most important aspect
in all this is the attitude of the
‘army.  Deng has been obliged to
keen himself in the position of
aunycon\:ro{ ‘precisely because there
is inevitably a growing pressure
in the army against his policies.
A layer doubtless likes the idea of
a profess:onal’ ‘modern’ army free
of ‘political interference’. but the

traditions and the position of the
Chinese Red Army means that
fundamentally it is opposed to the
The
Chinese Red Army is a Party/army
and the base of the Left "in Piao

sector, will see the experience
of Poland,
The = Congress " reflects the

jockeying of various groups in the
apparatus, none of which represent
the immense force for progress of
China, ~ But the invisible forces
are ‘going to lead to further crises
which cannot be contained at the
level of this Congress. Although
the “apparafus ~ announced  that
‘political class struggle’ is at an
end, they cannof alter the fact that

~a form of class struggle continues

with the- bureaucracy, and is. be-
toming increasingly pronounced

particularly with the efforts to
eliminate  ‘inefficient’ factories,
encourage ‘private farming etc;,
all of which accelerates differenti—
ation in town and country and aug-

ments criticisms of the bureaucracy..

The problems for the rectification
of all the world Communist parties
lies in the construction of cadres
based on Marxism, and this requires
a domination of Marxist theory -and
a-better political life, The problem
caused by the absence of this can
be seen in the continued crisis of
growth in Poland, There the ab-
sence of cadres or, in fact, the
profound mis—~education of cadres
cannot - be  rectified overmght.
China has all’.these problems -
elaborated on a- great deal by Cde
Posadas - and it is this absence
that slows doen the resolution of
the crisis of leadership in China.
At the same time, the intervention
of the Soviet Umon is of the highest
importance and  this, in itself,
depends on a political elevation of
the “Soviet 1eadersh!p, tactically
and theoretically, Ir is necessary
to expect upheavals and radical
changes in China, particularly
linked to the approach of the final
encounter,
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Historical and Cultural Perception
19 1 1980

and a visit to Rome

Cde Posadas wrote extensively on cultural matters and, as in the past,
we propose to publish examples of his application of Marxist method in
this spheres His concern with revolutionary culture was to facilitate a
deeper comprehension of the course of human civilisation and its advance
towards Communism and, as a practical means, also to develop Marxist
cadres with the historic security both in the IV International and -in the
world Communist movement.

The interest in seeing Rome arises from the fact that it marks two
aspects of human civilisation. Rome was the centre of the culture of the
world; but more than culture it was the centre of power. As there was a.
great Greek influence, Rome demonstrates a level of development in the
understanding of relations with nature, with people and with the universe.
Part of what is referred to as the refinement of the governing Roman caste
was also affected by the influence of beauty and culture, although more by
beauty than culture.

The fountains that were made in Rome during the Renaissance form
part and are an extension of Greek culture of the early Roman epoch,
afterwards expressed in the Renaissance. Almost all come from the Renais-
sance or a little later and they are not simply fountains but artistic monu-
ments.

The greatest sculptors made public works which in the beginning
were possibly made for the area of the ruling classes. They made the
fountains and dominated the population. But this showed an- artistic taste
which no other bourgeoisie possessed in Europe.

The Trevi fountain like that of the Tritons ha® been imitated
throughout ltaly and if the copies are inferior, this nonetheless indicated a
development of the influence of culture and art. That is an influence in
which life is seen in a more harmonious form with nature and people. This
did not stop the rulers killing and assassinating, but indicated a superior
state of knowledge. :

Thus it was in ltaly that the Renaissance developed and not |
elsewhere, because it is a continuation of Greece. Thus when one sees
this, one sees the difference compared with the culture of the courts. For
example Versailles is a stupid luxtry completely stupid and against beauty.
Its just rectangular which reflects the rectangular mentality of Louis XIV in
complete opposition to the Campidoglio where Michaelagnelo created non
symmetrical figures on a central space of the square. No segment is the
same as the other and in looking at it the mind finds unity. The units gives
rise to the harmony which exists in this work. This was the social thought
of Michaelangelo, not simply architectonic ability or just a quality of draught-
manship or mosaic. o

Thus in seeing Rome and its works of art, it is-necessary to think
how culture, knowledge and art developed and how always science, culture
and art expresses the development of humanity. In this stage art and
tulture have expressions that are much more profound, advanced and
elevated than before. Science, culture and art have to be united directly to
the development of humanity and of the masses, otherwise science, art and.,
culture - diminish their level and influence, and are not a means of
communication for the development of the knowledge and structure of
human sentiment. : '

Science, culture and art must serve the structure of human senti-|

ment which means to see objectively the human being as a necessity of
life, not as an object but a subject which makes an object and in turn the
object makes the subject. These works of art in Rome form part of a
stage of humanity which developed in the Renaissance and afterwards
retreated. In French culture progress was expressed but through class
struggle, although then the proletariat hardly existed. In French culture
the proletariat was expressed through the French revolution , But in Rome
there was no proletariat and culture was the direct influence of art.

Every art to be important has scientific bases otherwise it is not arnt

but a reproduction of something, and art has scientific bases because it
expresses knowledge of human life, of the concerns expressed in the work
of art. Every important scientific work has artistic depth because it is
created with the desire to embellish life. This is the power of art. Those
who write on these subjects do not say this, because they still do not have
the concern to see the objectivity of the process of human civilisation. The
base of objectivity is the development essentially of knowledge and of
human sentiment. Hence communist sentiments arise in capitalist layers
through knowledge which is intelligence, as with Marx and before Marx
ther were others.

It is not desperation which leads to communism, but consciousness
and intelligence. Marx was not desperate. At twenty-three he became a
doctor on the ba:sis of a thesis on Democritus. It was not necessity which
led him to be a communist, but an analysis of life and in intelligence, lies

the analysis of life. In the thesis on Democritus and Epicurus, Marx wrote
very well on Prometheus.

He satirised very effectively the church in which he defended
Prometheus. He criticised the catholic religion and Marx said that he chose
the path of Prometheus who had replied to the Gods when they had said if
he served them they would set him free “you can be sure | would never
change my miserable fate to serve you since | prefer to be chained to this
rock than be a mediocre servant of Zeus" So Marx united Greece to
communism, :

&

The very large . gathering in
Wembley of = Labour delegates
against the proposed ‘register’ in
the Labour Party once again ex~—
presses the balance of forces
favourable to a national and prin—
cipled tendency of the Left as part
of ‘the world balance of forces
favourable 1o Socialism, The
delegates present and the speeches
tended to go beyond a narrow group
interest and expressed an under—
standing that the °register’ has no
force, that the apparatus has no
perspective, and that capitalism
on which it supports itself is in
crisis, The fact that such a meet—
ing could be held —~ where books of
Lenin, Marx and- Trotsky were
massively sold -~ represents in
itself a defeat for the Right wing
and for capitalism, and a boomerang
in-as much as the forces of the Left
nationally have begun a process of
discussion and interchange, starting
from what policy 1o adopt in front
of a specific attack. One must
deepen the discussioh to realise
clearly the total nature of the crisis
of capitalism, the advance of revo=
fution in the world, thanks to the
existence and advance of the USSR
and the Workers stales, and the
inevitable triumph of Socialism out
of the war capitalism is preparing.
The Left must discuss these prob-
lems to measure the strength it has
and the scope for transformations
in this couniry,

OF THE
IMMEDIATE,

THE RETREAT
APPARATUS WAS

The fact that the Labour NEC
immediately -declared that there
would be no mass expulsions a few

Chourg ziter this meeting,comes from

the realisation that the removal of
something like 10% of the Labour
membership . in this . stage is im=-

possible. The world advance of the -

revolution, the desperation of im=
periatism in Lebanon, its defeat in
Poland or Afghanistan, are educar
ting the ‘vanguard, creating Gondi~
tions whereby the Left has to res—~
pond - to problems of principle to
which only Marxism gives the key.
At the same -ilme the Workers
aristocracy and  its apparatus has

. been weakened in the Labour Party
" and. Trade Unions,

_ Sectors like
HattersleywCallaghan have come to
realise that the world monetary
system of . capitalism is bankrupt
and that the workers are entitled to
break the law?, since the law is
unacceptable,  These sectors
themselves are rendered ineffectual

The register’, and the crisis of the
Labour apparatus:
for the unity of the Left against the register!

in their role of protécting capitalism
in the Party. The conditions for
the advance of the Left, regardless
of whether the *register’ is voted
or not at Conference are immense,
The very fact that this large meet=
ing took place and had confidence
and . optimism stemg from the
balance of forces created by the
world in this country. In turn it
results from the fact that people
are not intimidated nor made to
believe they are weakening the
Party and lessening ite .~ toral
prospects. - The confidence of the
L.eft is based on the understanding
that changes -are needed, Labour
must lead social transformations,
and that it is the Right wing which
does not want Labourto win; in the
same way that Callaghan and Wilson
never really made campaigns for
L.abour to win, This confidence
impels the workers. vanguard in
Britain and the whole of Eurooe,
and contributes a Jot to the revo-—
futionary process on a World scale,

THE BOURGEOQIS CLASS IS
ANTAGONISTIC TO. PROGRESS,

in front of the advance of the
world revolution,. imperialism or—
ganises mass slaughters but loses
the remnants of its authority.
People realise the nature of the
capitalist system - over evenis
such 'as Lebanon -~ and the for-
mation of the ‘Left .takes place
within a process that demands from
it that it not only advocate reforms
but social transformations, and
looks -in the ‘proletarianand Trade
Union base for the necessary sup-
port,.. The so-catled *register’ is-a
weak attempt on  the part of a de~
clining apparatus in the Unions and
the Labour Party against the ad—
vance of Socialism, such as the
election “of the French, Swedish
and  Greek Socialist
government; ‘and soon in Spain,
The capitalist system uses every
means: at hand t{o blackmail the
Labour leadership, Capitalism
wanis lo pressurise Foot and the
team around him.to make him move
to. the Right, However, he chose
that very moment of the proposed
*register’. to say that there would
be no mass expulsions and that he
supports the “day of action” called
by the TUC, This is also a failure
for -capitalism and the Right wing
i Labour and the Unions, ~There
is no prospect for capitalism to win
any major battle because it is ex—
hausted, = The. masses who, in the
past, have -abstained  from voling
L.abour did so because they repuy—

parties in

diated the policies of the Labour
leaderships that managed the capi-
talist ‘system and its crisis,

A NATIONAL AND CONSISTENT
LEFT,

Capitalism has no more soclal,
political or economic capacity, let
alone .its cultural one, its total
and mortal agony leads it every day
closer to war inexorably. In attack—
ing the Left continuously, it only
provokes it into better organisation,
There is no prospect or condi~
tions for a policy of accommodation
with the dying apparatys of Labour
and the Trade Unions based on
support in the capitalist system,
begause capitalism is exhausted.
All those who will seek an agree-
ment with it at the expense of the
developing Left wiil be cast aside
and by-passed by this dynamic
development, The proletariat, like
the miners, have struck another
blow in the apparatus when they
decided that their leadership should
not use its power for self~advance~
ment. This is part of a more im-
portant process in which all forms
of power for self-seeking aims are
repudiated.. -As part of this- also,
the Left can no longer be contained
by the concept of total respect and
submission to *parliamentary demo-
cracy’ which meant submission to
the monarchy, imperialism, and their
forms of organisation in the Labour
maovement. - Today the Left feels
that there are other forms of demo~
cracy beyond the bound of capitalist
democracy, infinitely superior
socially and culturally to capitalism.

However, a better link with the
Trade Union and  proletarian” base
iis: obviously needed in order to
defeat the Right wing in the Labour
Party and capitalism.  This better
link, moreover, "will increase - the
proletarian weight in the Labour
Party. and will allow the formation
or organisms that will enable the
Left to play a role of political and

programmatic - leadership, basing
itself on the force of the Workers
States and of the workers’ move-
ment, AH this is' the more crucial
today at a time when what is left
of the moribund capitalist regime
is going to be ended in conditions
where the Left will have o inter—
vene in a very sweeping and  pro=
found process of social trans—
formations very soon,

British imperiaiis'm out of Hong Kong!

There are also fountains in Spain and one is in the Siberia Square
and its horrible. Its ostentatious luxury and the water game is simply to
entertain. [t is not a scientific harmonious utilisation which possess artistic
quality like the Roman fountain. Fountains like those in the Siberia Square
are horrible, a mass of water with a play of lights to distract the vision and
prevent thought.

The Facades of Versailles do not communicate culture or history,

whereas seeing anything of Ancient Rome is @ communication with history.
Hence the tourists and young people go to the Trevi fountain and it also
attracts the ltalian proletariat.

In Spain in Segovia there are very beautiful and harmonious palaces.
Aimost all this zone contains outstanding Arab achievements and the
Spaniards adopted them. They did not reject them, because of economic
interest, but they were won by the Arabs. Spanish culture developed
greatly under Arab influence and in some areas like Granada the whole area
shows Arabic influence.

191 80 J. Posadas.

Viva the triumph
of the PRI
in Mexico!




VIVA THE 65th. ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING

OF THE SOVIET W@RKERS STATE!

EDITORIAL | |
UNITE ALL THE MASS
MOBILISATIONS
FOR A GENERAL STRIKE!

All the events which occurred since the Israeli invasion of the
{.ebanon have aff:rmed the complete incapacity of world imperialism
to take viable historic initiatives. The crisis in the Middle East
is going to continue, Yankee imperialism is intent on the line of
intimidation and confrentation, but already the Lebanon experience
has weakened its social support. The forces of Zionism have
divided and world capitalism has seen that Yankee imperialism has
1o capacity for ideas or creative stimulus, All it can do is assass—
inate and plan assassination. The struggles between Yankee and
European imperialism have grown worse, with much recrimination
over the steel competition, all of which is simply an expression of
American imperialism bullymg and subjugating European capitalism
with the objective of saying * we are going to finish with the Soviet
and  you, too, unless you accept our leadership’.

It is entirely different in the camp of the world masses and the
Workers States. The beginning of discussions between the Soviet
and Chinese Workers States, however protracted or limited in their
levels at the moment, have an objective historic significance fatal
to world capitalism, but an immense impulse to the world masses.
On the two most important issues of lmpenalist aggression ~ the
Malvinas and the Lebanon — the Soviet Union and China were on
the same side. It is inevitable that with all the pressures towards
the final confrontation between imperialism, on the one hand, and
the Workers States, on the other, the efforts of bureaucratic camar—
illas to develop a lite independent of the necessities of the Workers
States is reduced and attenuated. History goes towards a massive
dentralisation of the forces of progress, and that means the unifi—
caticn of the 'yorkers states in policy and programme. These are
the perspectives that are opening with these discussions, even if
interrupted or contained for the moment at lesser levels. Within
this process the outstanding wctory of.the KKE in Greece and thegm
advance of "the "SPD and the Green in the Hesse anmd” Bavanan

elections are examples of the elevation of the forces of the Left
in the world. In the former country the Communist Party ‘gains
in such a way as fo strengthen the Lefi in the PASOK, and ‘in
Germany the capitalist manoeuvre to liquidate Schmidt has | ed, in
fact, to an expression of the maturmg of the German masses 'in their
centralisation around the SPD and impelling the German Left. It
can be predicted also that the Yankee blackmailing and capitalist
speculations in France will act as &an impulse to the forces of the
Left and not, as imperialism hopes, the destruction of the Left
triumph in France. The abject failure of imperialism to ‘make gains
from the fiquidation of the Solidarity camarillas in Poland and the
failures of their anti-Communist propaganda -are also indications
of the impotence and collapse of imperialist pretentions-to embarass
and weaken the Workers States.  There is. much fo reorganise in
Poland, but imperialism has failed totally to throw back the Suce~
cesses - of . the Workers - States,

THATCHER CANNOT ISOLATE BRITAIN FROM THE WORLD,

This world experience, with the growing weight of the
Workers States and the hopeless social and political impotence
of American imperialism, shows objectively how ludicrous
and lunatic are the pretentions of the Thatcher regime, They hope
against hope that they can insulate the masses of Britain from thei
effects of the world ouiside. They hope that the national pre-—
occupations of Labour and Trade Union leaders will "limit their
confidence and give respite to capitalism, but it is a doomed per—
spective. Despite the massive unemployment and the difficulties
of life under a regime preoccupied primarily with bigger and betier
missiles, the masses have grown in confidence and the recent Day
of Action showed the force of their decision and security. The
strike of the steel workers, the demands of the miners o stop pit
closures, the desire of health workers for an all—out strike ; and
the proposed strike of transport workers in November, show the
immense capacily for struggle of the working population against
the dictatorship of b:g business. The workers have the problem of
Vleaderships in the Unions and the Labour Party, that are not pre--
pared for this stage of confrontation with the capitalist system as
a whole and who therefore alarmed at the scope of the process,

attempt, as in the case of the health workers’ strike, to localise it
and prevent a massrve concentration in a decisive General Strike.
But capitalism cannot hope that all will end in pass:wty, because
there is a steady maturing in the class which is fully aware that
the problem is no fonger just one of wages but of a new type of
leadership. Hence the great importance of the liquidation of Weigh—
ell in the NUN. This is quite an event and anticipates other

_Turn to page 4

‘policy’ of the Soviets.
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ON THE CRISIS OF IMPERIALISM
AND THE MIDDLE EAST 3 posapas:: .,

There is a wing of North Amen-
‘can capitalism Wthh wants ' to
continue the pollc,/ of Carter, but
going further. Kennedy leads this
wing.  They are the ones who want
to invest.in Angola.” Theé attitude of
Angola forms part of the general
Capitalism
wants to show ‘Angola as making
itselt 'independent’. of the Soviet

Yankee capitalism ‘makes ~man-
ceuvres to intimidate, ‘to surprise,
to impel and to deceive the Euro—-
pean bourgeoisie with its plans and
preparations in different forms; for
example, ‘*the Soviets are commgm
the Sowets are gomgo

But . what it Is necessary to
proposé is, for example, that
between the policy and the murder—
ous repression of the nazis and that
of the state of Isras} there is no
ditference. = Hitler was the person
who had a hundred times more power
than the lIsraells, byt - today they
place flowers: for the revolunonary
dead ‘of “Germany, not for Hitlers
The murderers who govern Israel,
who are nof the Israeli people, are
murderous assassins who want to

and: it-is- not  like  this..

make . a rebirth of the old Jew:sh

formation of hatred against the rest

of humanity, This is what they are
doipg. .- There is no reason in his—
tory for the behaviour of the leader—
ship. of lIsrael, and a part of. the
population - because. they .are . the
bourgeoisies Israel is not a formed
country but a country invented by
importation for an historic -objective

to. be what. Lawrence of-Arabia was

in his epoch, without Arabia and
without the possibility of Lawrence
of Arabia of that time.

Besides, : the direct -resistance
of the Arab population there are.the
complications and contradictions
of the capitalist system which are
not those of the epoch of Lawrence
of Arabia.. In all which they have
written on . Lawrence of .Arabia,
eulogising him as a person of a
very great quality, the commentators
ignore .that it was the epoch. in
which he existed that allowed him
to do what he did. It was the epoch
in which the countries of the Middle
East — and Latin America and also
Europe - were developing.: Thus
there was . the possibility .of. a
Lawrence. . Today, nos Today, any

FORCES OF THE PLO LEAVING BEIRUT IN TRIUMPH

count:y like Kuwa:t. if it wants to

be secure, alliss w:th the "Soviet

Unlom It goes and euloglses the

USSR, sayfng‘ ‘From -the ' social
S point of view we have dszerences,
“but don’t go”

The Yanks sent in the Lawrerice
‘of ‘Arabia of now, that xs, K:ssmger
" 'who goes with three nude women, i
44 pomographic rewews, and ‘a
hundred thousand bottles of special
whisky. The puffy face that he has
is, above all, the result of his -
drinking “and promiscuous = sexual’
lite. Klssmger has ‘to carry com—
promises, “promises of arms, " give
money, all thiss  But the contra—
dictions = of the cap:tal:st system
are. expressed now 'in the Middle
East ‘and, ‘above all, in - Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait which are secure
for capitalism, These countries .
see that ‘to ‘he with the Yanks
spells death, - The Yanks are jn--
ewtably entering Saud: Arabia  to
use it agamst the ‘Soviets, against
Afghamstan and agamst trans’ They
have an interest in Saudi Arabia for
them to dominate the oil and not to
be dependent on' other sectors.
The Arabs see it, and it is the
beg:nn[ng of & certain political
reasoning of the people who govern
these Countnes, even these assas s
ins have to reasons Thus the con-—
tradictions of the capitalist system
have no solution.” It was in the last
century when solutions were deter—
mined by the immense extent of the
possibilities of development, Today
there “is no development, there is
nowhere to invests It has to be the
Soviets who say through Angola to
a.-sector of ‘the Yanks, “I'l send
you alittle petroleum...

" Recently in the United States
there was a demonstration of twenty
five thousand people against the
Reagan ' govemment, - There was
every type of person, but the con-
stant element in this demonstration
was the fifteen thousand young
people — including many homo—
sexuals who said, ‘We are homo—
sexuals, but we are against the
intervention 'in El Salvador, the

Tuen to page -
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The text by Cde Posadas on the attempted assassination of Reagan
retains all its validity in the events which have occurred since thene
There Is no secure team in the leadership of American imperialism and,
indeed, it is full of teams within teams so that no coherent and consistent

ptan is possible.

The massacre in the L.ebanon has shown the complete

reversal of human sentiment within imperialism, and now in the United

Stdtes products are being deliberately filled with deadly poison.

Only a

structure completely putretying could lead to crimes such as this.e Reagan
has no ideas but neither has American capitalism as a whole, and policy It is not mad to want to kill a pre~
is replaced by forms of madness and selt—destruction analagous in differ— sident, nor can a madman have the
ent conditions to the megalomania and oollapse of Hitler.

The attempted assassination of
Reagan shows how imperialism
resolves its internal prablems, and
it is not in the Senate nor the
House of Representatives. Prob-
lems are resolved as in the cowboy
films. They did not kill Reagan
but only by chance; the shot was
intended to kill him. Even with a
gun of low calibre it is clear from
where Reagan was shot that the
intention was to kill him.

How could the assassin have got
so close? He shot from a con-
trolled place and all those who
were there were. authorised journa—
lists, people under police control.
Yet how did someone get within
six yards of Reagan, soméone who
was armed and without author-
isation?

There is a’ Stiiﬁg"gle‘ of sectors
of the bourgeoisie in the United
States. They have diverse interests
in time and place, but this is
because they cannot have a fixed
and a consistent policy. This is
‘the policy of the big trusts who
fight among themselves, and alse
the struggle against the USSR.
They cannot have a fixed pro-
gramme because they do not have
the capacity, nor does the world
relation of forces permit them to
decide and, as a consequence, they
have to osml!ate  gconsiantly.

In the analyses of the world
press there is no social explana-
tion of the political origin of the

attack on Reagan. They show itas

if it happened because many people
have arms. The base is social, the
origin is political. Why? Whatever
might be the immediate circumstance
through which the attempt was made
and whatever might be the intention
- and we believe it was very
serious and, anyway, was a very
serious  warning when such
methods are used a very great de—
composition is indicated, showing
the state of exhaustion of the capi~
talist system. The organ is ex-
hausted and reacts in this way.
This is the minimum image which
can be given of the attack on
Reagan. Capitalism is an exhaus-
ted regime and thus it resorts,
through exhaustion, to the instinc~
tive defence of its life -~ which
is the regime itself.

-

Another aspect is why an attack
on Reagan, who is a new president
_and_expresses according to them
‘the thought of the United States?
And why the son of an oil man?. The
oil bosses are the greatest com-
petitors with all the governmenis
because they wani a policy for
themselves which clashes with the
industrial . and financial policy.
But, at the same time, part of the
oi] sector is linked to industry and
finance, which means formed
camarrillas.

' The great Yankee Banks, the
Chase Manhatten and the ‘First
City National Bank’ are the centres

" which represent an enormous list of
dominating multi-nationals. The

the

oil sector for years could not lead
alone, and they are associated with
the other sectors. That s, it is
not a question of an oil man or the
son of an ofl man who tried to kiil
Reagan, but an association of the
big Banks, the financiers and in-
dustrialists which includes oil

,The oil combines cannot go it alone
‘now, they have to associate with

all the others.

The. oil sector is closely linked
to the big Banks, but to a particular
sector. The big Banks are domina-
ted by a few main Yankee industrial
groups. One is that of big business
in cybernetics and automation which
in .order to live has to export,
otherwise it dies. They experience
great competition in the world and
the war is an essential factor for
this sector but, at the same time,
development of  industry.
Anothier sector is the old industrial
team which dominates traditional
heavy industry and which now does
not have the same weight as before.
Then there is an essentially finan~
cial sector, but linked to heavy
industry and which dominates
everything.  This is the sector
which moves throughout the world,
which makes the dollar rise and
fall, but up to a particular level.
In the present conditions now, they
cannot do what they want and how

tﬁey want. They still have some
strength but, above alj, within the
United States. The attack on

‘Reagan is a struggle between these

seclors.

But ‘the determination of the
struggle between these sectors
does not arise from the contra-
dictions among them but in seeing
that the threats against the Soviets
have no effect anywhere in the
world, ~ Then the representalives
of the Yankee bourgeoisie see the
‘stupidity of this policy which cuts
the connections which allow them
to conduct business; for example,
the sale of wheat and other cereals
‘which represent thousands of mil-
lions of dollars. In not making
these business deals, it is the
state which afterwards has to com—
pensate for part of this and takes
from these sectors. Hence they
see this as a stupid policy.

The policy of Reagan is not
pushed forward with the consent of
all the sectors of capitalism. All
this is very disconcerting for capi~
talism, because they are united
definitively against the development
of Communism, but they are separ-
ated in front of immediate interest
now and through the conception
which each sector has of the-rthythm
of the confrontation with the Workers
States. The crisis is increasing
now hecause Reagan has not been

able to impose what the Yankees

want, which was in feeling strong
against the Soviels; the
support of French and German big

business. They expected this, and
failed. This is the basis of the
policy of Reagan which is aimed at
this objective. It is stupid, but
that is what they seek.

The press says that the person
whe shot Reagan

security and sagacity to get among
the guards and have the confidence
to shoot. If he got where he did
others knew, because a madman
could not have the capacily to hide
his true structure. The movements
of a madman are perceptible because
he has a fixed objective and all
his movements are determined by
this and are visible. He has what
the psychologists call an obsession
and this distinguishes him.

THE CASTE WITHIN A CLASS

This attack on Reagan could
have been prepared from within the
government, ‘but it can also have
been prepared separately. The
ruling circles prepare it on their
own account through the control
apparatus within the government,
as in ltaly where those who assass-
inate know ali the movements of
those whom they assassinate, as in
the case of Moro and others, For
example, people meet at ten and a
judge who is present speaks of his
discoveries in the investigation of
some swindle by the political lea~
ders of the bourgeoisie, and on the
following day he is killed. That is
to say, one of those who was in
the meeting made a report, but what
they do not investigate are the six
people in the meeting. Such a
meetings are created independently
of the presidents, They are parallel
organisations_ which exist to kil
the oppositionior the revelutionaries
and arise because of the internal
struggles of capitalism.

In the United States it's clear
that part of the political struggle
develops in a criminal form, not
through discussion of ideas or of
thought.

The United States originated like
this in the middle of a brutal war
against the Indians, against the

French, the Spanish and the British,
and which continued against the

Indians. Later they came to an
agreement with the Spanish and the
French, whilst they killed most of
the Indians. That's how the USA
was born, 1in the process of the
formation of the capitalist system
it is not only the United States
which has such aniecedents.
France and Germany have commitied
masses of crimes, but in North
America it led to the assass—
ination of presidents, whilst in the
rest of the world it was not like
this, France had the Dreyfus trial
which was an escapade compared
with what happens in the United
States. The Dreyfus affair was part
of the struggle also of sectors of
the bourgeoisie, but in the United
States there was a constant succes—
sion of killings which expresses
itself in the assassination of blacks
and of Mexicans, and now of child-
ren (referring to the 23 black child-
ren assassinated in Atlanta) which
show the decomposed basis of
sociely.

The basis of the decomposition
in the United States is the develop-

‘is a madman’,

ment of anti-human sentiments
which develop because the egoistic
sentiments of the ruling class in-
crease. This is the way of directing
the anger produced by the reduction
of their power as the ruling caste.
Hence they made the Guyana
assassination, and now the biack
children of Atlahta.

Nothing has come out yet on the
assassination of the biack children
but it is not excluded. that they are
making experiments of a genetic
character. The assassin could be
a madman, but a madman does not
have the capacity to assassinate
23 people in a short space of time
and place if this is not organised
by someone; that is to say, if there
is no ohjective. Madness does nof
have perseverance of this nature.
If madness is the basis of this
action, then now it is not madness
which leads to these assassinations
but criminal orientation which leads
to madness, and as madness main-
tains the principle which gave rise
to it, then it continues killing.

Such a situation of decomposition
forms part of the preparation of the
leading caste of the United States
which works as a caste within the
class which disappears from the
scene of history. It dees not work
as a class simply but as a caste
within a class. It does not have the
elaborate apparatus or the power of
the castes because the Soviets
exist, but it has the ambition and
the behaviour of the castes ‘it's me
or the world’,

The problems of madness in the
leading caste of capitalism is now
surpassed through the inversion of
human sentiment. The average
lunatic, on the other hand, does not

lose ali human sentsment on the
contrary, there are madmen who

have shown a very great patemal
or matemal sentiment. North
American sociely, its population,
is healthy alive and developed:
what is rolten is the leadership,
A proof is that in all the crimes
which the imperialists have made
not once have the North American

people demonstrated in their favour,
The actions are those of the crimi~
nals who steal at night, secretly
without noise, without light. They
want people fo hear nothing, and the
United States has the most mon~
strous prison apparatus in history,
which is not only Sing Sing but
the AFL~CIO and the Yankee trade
union leaderships which are the
biggest prisons and which keep
prisoner the North American masses,

THE STRUGGLE OF TENDENCIES
WITHIN IMPERIALISM.

The attack on Reagan also
shows the depth of the crisis,
because when they reach the stage
of killing among themselves it is
because they cannot reach :agree~
ment. This crisis has not been
terminated by the assassination,
It is a programme in which they
have to postpone the decision of
the war. They maintain it, but as
they cannot launch it then the crisis
comes. Instead of being the Workers
States struggling among themselves
- as capitalism wanted in 1948
with Stalin - it's the capitalist
countries who fight among them~
selves and within the countries
different sectors, because = they

VIVA THE TRIUMPH OF THE K.K.E.
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cannot do what is convenient for
them to do as the capitalist system.

The contradictions of capitalism
lead it to antagonism with the pro-
gress of life and of history. But the
contradictions of the Polish Workers
State do not lead it to any oontra~
diction or antagonism with progress,
on the contrary, they throw out the
bureaucratic leaders and progress.
Humanily sees this. 1t wolild be to
believe that humanity is stupid not
to see that it makes such a compar-
ison.  The intellectuals of the

United States also see this pro-
cess: the United States resolves
its problems by Kkilling people,
assassinating; while the Workers
States resolve their problems,
throwing out rotten elements and
putting workers in the leadership.
Humanity measures the behaviour
of both, and is guided by the ex-
perience. in Poland they throw out
the brigands who utilised their
function in their state for their own
ends, and there is progress. The
United States has to impede any
movement of progress, however
little that this may be, even an
aspirin which cures a headache is
poisoned on production to obtain
more profit.

This stage is the end of the
capitalist system and capitalism
cannot organise its own tesistance;
it has to let the stages pass. And
the Workers State, instaad of deve~
loping a deepening conciliation with
capitalism, on the contrary in-
creases its antagonism. The
declarations of the Soviet leaders
do not have as much importance as
its social behaviour, which is of
support to all the revolutions which
exist. The Soviets have gone so
far as to say to Reagan: Do not be
stupid, the liberation movements
are not created by us, and besides
you did the same to gain indepen~
dence. This indicates the security
and the historic force of the Workers
State.

World capitalism threatens but
ends by having to contain the sup-~
port to the assassin junta in El
Salvador; and in the leading circle
of imperialism there is such a dis—
pute that it goes as far as the
attack on Reagan; not because there
are betler people than Reagan but
that sectors of capitalism see that
the policy of Reagan leads to de-
feat and thus they try to defend
themselves, In the relation with the
Soviets, capitalism proceeds in the
same form as in mter-cap;tahst
competition. That is to say, they
lose the weakest. But, at the same
time, it is not convenient to them
that the weakest are destroyed
because this weakens capitalism on
a world scale. But neither can it
launch the war. Nor can it invade
El-Salvador when with five hundred
soldiers and two planes it could
finish with everything. They can’t
do the same as they did in Vietnam,

In Vietnam imperialism sent
troops and planes. It invaded and
assassinated; but in El Salvador it
threatens .but cannot send a plane
or bombard, and the reactionary
government of El Salvador ~ which
is sustained by the Yanks - is not
animated to ask them to intervene
as is legitimate for a government to
do. These are the contradictions
of the capitalist system.

Capitalism not only does net
have a right to exist but there is
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nothing which justifies that it still
exists. Humanily sees this and is
leaming to reason in this way.
Millions and millions die and huma—
nity does not feel paralysed by fear.
An example of this is the attitude
of the italian popuiation in front of
the earthquake in the South. The
population is not submitted or in~
timidated, but continues fighting.
1t is the confidence in the world
relation of historic forces which are
not now social, pelitical or military
exclusively, but the historic rela-
tion between the Workers States
which is the sociely of progress
and the capitalist world.

Humanity sees this and even
criticising or not understanding, ot
not being in agreement with all that
the Soviet Union does, sees that it
represents progress.  The lower
layers of capitalism also see this
and it is from these sectors that a
great number come of people who
are anti-capitalist, like the eco-
logists. They are the layers who
when we analysed for. the firsr time
this process we called ‘the poor
layers of the bourgeocisie’. They
are poor in front of world big busi-
ness, which shows that capitalism
now does not have the homogeneous
completeness in which Carter and
Reagan give orders without dis-
cussion. When Reagan now shouts,
the others ask ‘Why is he shouting?’

~ before he shouted and they all
ran to agree.

Capitalism has no idea of the
stage of history which is being
lived through. It is not that they
are conscious or confront in the
same way, but they have no notion
and just keep £0ing. The h:. oric
depth of the present conduc. of
capitalism is just to keep going.

In such conditions the internal
differences increase in the capita~
list system. World capitalism
unifies in front of the threat of
Soviet power, but as they cannot
determine they divide constantly
over what to do, how to do it, what

levels and what measures, because
different interests clash.

Capitalism has nowhere on which
to support itself, It sought fo sup~
port itself in Yugoslavia, but its
effort failed not because Tito was
dead but because Yugoslavia has
no strength, and the development of
the revolutionary process has shown
all its limitations. They sought
also to base themselves on China.
It was arranged so that Deng Xiao
Ping played the cowboy when he
was in the United States. but they
got nothing more. Imperialism has
no points of support.

Imperialism in itself cannot de-
cide anything, and the world
bourgeoisie knows it. It's no longer
a question of imperialism shouting
and frightening the Soviets so that
they negotiate. This was, in part,
in the epoch of Khrushchev. Now
the Soviets hear the shout, and
say, ‘Don’t be idiols, this does not

frighten even the flies’. They re—
peat constantly that ‘they support
and will support all the movements
of national and social liberation'.
But the Yanks cannot do anything
in Cuba. They have the troops in
Guantanamo, but they cannot make
them. intervene.

The attack on Reagan which
appears as a threat but was a real
attempt at assassination increases
the decomposition of imperialism,
and the authority of the Soviets is
going to increase.

A sector of imperialism in the
United States is going to seek to
imitate the German and French
bourgeoisie which says, ‘Death to
Communism, but it is necessary to
keep going.'

This is the depth of their his—
toric conception, philosophical and
social, because they cannot decide
history. In not being able to decide
they have to follow behind history
as it is.

30 March 1981.

THE DALLA CHIESA KILLING

AND THE FAILURE OF CAPITALIST TERRORISM

{ shows the understanding of the

. process to the Left in the Social

THE REMOVAL OF SCHMIDT AND THE

ADVANCE OF THE LEFT

The removel of Schmidt re—
sulting from the decision of
sectors of the FDP to withdraw
from the coalition with the SDP
has to be seen as part of the
process towards the final settie—
ment of accounts. But the most
important experience in this
process has been the success of
the SDP in the elections in
Hesse, which has placed a mine
underneath the new CDU-FDP
government by a concentration of
forces around the SDP.

The Greens also ad-
vanced from 2 to 6.89 of the
electorate.

Similarly in the Bavarian land
elections the FDP sunk from
6.2% to 3.5% of the votes. The
SPD gained slightly and the
Greens went from 1.8% to 4.6%
and Bavaria is a centre for the
csu! This

This crisis of capitalist
Germany is profound, but now it
is in deepening conflict with
Yankee imperialism. The Left
is gaining in the SDP and the
advance of the Greens represents
in part a crisis amony the bour—
geois sectors that are, as Posa—
das defined them, weak in front
of the top layers of muylti—
national capitalism. The actual
removal of Schmidt has brought

conflicts and discrder in the
ranks of the capitalist groupings.

Yankee imperialism in its
preparations 1o confront the
Soviets would prefer a Strauss
government, but the manner of
the removal of Schmidt and the
elections in Hesse are, in fact,
blows at imperialism and capi-
talism and the Hesse election
will have a boomerang effect —

a government in the short run
more conservative, but a much
more powerful development of
the Left in the SDP in a very
mature sitage of the world revo-
lutionary process.

masses that it is possible to
augment the crisis of capitalism
and that, in spite of the prevari—
cations of Schmidt, there is a

Democracy which reinforces it
as the fundamental point of
centralisation for the German
workers and petit - bourgeois
masses.

At the very time the FDP was

leaving Schmidt, sectors of the Capitalism has tried to con—
FDP bitterly attacked their own cea/ the advance of the German
leadership, and Strauss pero— Left, but it has been a very
ciously attacked the FDP, sych considerable one. In the last

are the various divisions in the Congress of the SDP a resolution
German capitalist class.

was passed to seek a ‘security

partnership’ with the Eastern
bloc, a view hostile to NATO.
Bahr is favourable to the idea of
a ‘neutral zone’' in central Eur—
ope and Wehner advocates a
‘Socialist commonwealth’ in
central Europe. The balance of
forces tends to the replacement
of Schmidt

The last Trade
Union  Congress came out
against the installation of the

Yankee missiles in Germany.

German capitalism does not -
have a unified capitalist party
and the tensions through the
dualistic attitude to the Soviet
Union will augment. Strauss is
anti—-Communist but his immed-
iate preoccupation to develop the
Danube Rhine canal shows that
links with the Workers States are
an essential concern of German
big business. World imperialism’
has emerged weaker from this -
crisis, and the contlicts with
Yankee imperialism will continye
even with the CDU~CSU govern—
ment, for German capitalism is
endangered by the Yanks mili-
tarily and economically.

- We salute the success
Sinn Fein
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people should do what they want,
and what they are doing is good’s
It is not a question of the influence
of the small countries on the big
ones, but the process of cultural
maturation which the Workers States
are giving to countries as backward
socially as the United States,

The murder of General Dalla
Chiesa by the Mafia in Sicily has
to be seen as part of the desperation
of imperialism in its last stages,
It is a case which has particular
reference to ltaly but, in reality,
shows the state of capitalism world—
wide. - What is most Important in
this case is the denunciation by the
son of della Chiesa of the forces
which led to this killing. He de-—
nounced the Right of the Christian
Democracy whose connections are
with the top sectors of Italian
capitalism and who protect and use
the -Mafia, .

ltalian capitalism is at death’s
doors  Just recently the Calvilcase
linked. to the highest banking
circles in ltaly, brought out the
gangsterism of capitalism in decay,
Capitalism throughout its bloody and
vicious existence has always been
linked with crime and assdssination
but, at one time at least, it ex—
panded the productive force, Now
in ltaly especially, the only
‘initiative' goes into financial

speculation and fraud - an ex—

pression of the weakness and lack
of capacity especially of lialian
capitalism, weaker than other
capitalisms,  The other side of
this prodigfous capacity for finan—
cial corruption extending well into
the recesses of the Vatican banking
system, is the systemetisation of
political murder ito intimidate the
forces opposed to capitalism in
Italy; that is, the Communist Party
and Left masses; and to try to
impel the forces of repression on
the prétext of maintaining order,

The investigation of the Mafia
which occasioned the della Chiesa
killing was . an investi—
gation of the. Right wing of the
Christian Democracy - its ‘cliefi—
tele’ — and retlects the struggles
within the forces of the Christian
Democracy, which means bourgeois
forces who want to resist the
policies of the Right wing of the
Christian Democracy and its direct
links with Yankee imperialisms The
killing represents a new .stage in

the struggle of different wings of
the Iltalian bourgeoisie and the de—
composition of that class as a
wholes Just previously there was
the killing of the Communist Mayor
of Palermo; now again there is the
killing of a member of the bourge-
oisie itselfs This is the succession
to the killing of Moro, which was
arranged by the Americans through
the agency of the Red Brigades, now
in a state of dissolution, to prevent
the entry of the Communists into
government which Moro favoured.

Assassinations such as these —
analagous with those in Spain
where the failure of the military
coup Is part of capitalist weakness
- are the feeble substitute that
capitalism possesses at this stage
for fascism. All the fascist organ—
isations have failed, all the
attempts at coups have failed in
ltaly, and the only way left is
assassination and what is now
called ‘destabilisation's The CIA
and NATO are the centre of these

Turn to page 4

When  Brezhnev makes this
declaration (we want to discuss and
negotiate, but in front of any threat
or danger for the Soviet Union we
will liquidate our enemies) is not
bluster or threat, but is aimed at
all this layer of the United States
- even sectors of capitalism who
realise that what is going to happen
is the same as happens 1o the
Germans: whoever wins the war,
they are going to be suppressed.
Brezhnev's statement is aimed also
at the European bourgeoisie to win
time and to develop the revolution
throughout the world, because to
gain time does not mean what Stalin
did to maintain the ‘status quo'.
Stalin himselt did not maintain
himself only with the ’status quo's

He had to develop the Soviet Union
otherwise the nazis would have wons.
Stalin had to apply the programme
of the Left opposition and ihe

Communist workers, the Communist
technicians, the Communist soldiers

who" were the immense majority and
acted instead of Stalin

1t was’

of

in Nlreland elections

ON THE CRISIS OF [MPERIALISM
AND THE MIDDLE EAST,

also the stupidity of Hitler and of
‘the capitalist system which bélieved
that all this did not .exist, The
calculation of the capitalists was .
that, with the entry of Hitler into
the Soviet Union, the latter would
collapse.  This was. not only in
their calculations but in the books
which they wrote, The capitalists
believed in this. Hence eapitalism
cannot understand that Communism
is & necessity of life; they pose it
as a manoeuvre of a particular
country.  They cannot have the
historic understanding of this pro-
cess otherwise they die.

It they reach some understanding
they are inert as Reagan is partly
inerts He only opens his mouth to
say, ‘We will take off so mych from
the budget, not a cent to you or you,
the cash is only for arms's That is

to say, he Is a supplier of lles and
death,

Jo 'POSADAS 3 May 1981

* Refers to the invitation of Angola
to Western countries to invest in
0il production and, to the annoyance
of Reagan, some American oil
companies showed interest.
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The s:gmfncance of the
in the N.U.R. leadershlp

crisis

The crisis in the NUR leadership
with.the resignation of the General
Secretary. Weighell, is. part of the
crisis in the trade union leaderships,
and the workers movement generally,
in the capitalist countries. It is the
result of the fact that capitalism is
‘in its. final crisis, has no room to
give concessions and, therefore; all
the old policies of conciliation no
longer have any vahdsty Capitalism
is ‘in its final crisis becausethere
is  the system of the Socialist
countries  (Workers States) which
give a pattern for the new soc;ety
which will replace capitalism. The
Thatcher government has {aken
capitalist thinking fo its logical
conclusion: it concentrates every-
thing on war preparations, primarily
to confront the Warkers State - and
also the masses - and runs the
economy and the services to the
population down. ‘In so doing, it
gives the trade union leadersmps
little room for manoeuvre. This is
why the TUC has had to co-
ordinate opposition in a limited form
to ‘the destruction of the health
service. Whatever its limitations,
the TUC's ‘Day of Action’ and sub-
sequent partial mobxhsatmns are an
important advance in ‘the anti~
cap:tahst direction for the trade
umon !eadersmp. ‘

At the same time, the Thatcher
policy which has seriously weaken-
ed the trade union bureaucracy has
led to a crisis in the Conservative
Party and in the government itself.
In the past, a backward conciliatoty
frade union leadership has been an
important element for the capitalist
system in its own defence, and
there is now a Tory sector, repre~
sented by Heath, which fears the
loss of this conciliatory trade umon
leadership.

The General “Secretary. of the
NUR has gone, precisely because
his pelicy of conciliation with, and
defence of, the capitalist system is
acceptable no longer. Rule by
General Secretary is a2 negation of
any kind of trade union democracy,
is.also no longer possible. 1tis net
an isolated incident, but part of 2
process in which the trade unions
and. the workers’ movement are be-
ginning to shed. those leaderships
which do. not serve -this stage. of
history. Tom Jackson of the Postal
Workers Union, for example, resigned

recently at a comparatively early

age. This clearance ‘in the ‘trade

union- leadership “is not the only

result of the existence of Left and
anti-capitalist-forces ‘in the trade
union structure, -but ‘of the bank=-
ruptey of policies which have cost
the working class dearly -.in"jobs,
wages and conditions of work. On

top-of this, the process itself gives

the Left forces a great deal more
confidence than previously.

The issue on which the General

Secretary of the NUR resigned has

its own parti cular significance. In
the first place, this incident at the
Labour Party Conference shows the
way in which the bureaucraric
leadership of the trade unions have
biocked the influence of the working
class on the Labour Party. In the
second place, it shows how much
the Labour Party has moved to the
Left when the trade union leader-
ship can no longer act exactly how
it likes. The result of the Labour
Party Conference demonstrated that
the old apparatus ~ including the
trade union bureaucracy ~ can still

‘manoeuvre, but on ihe more im-

portant programmatic level ‘it was
unable {o prevent a move o the
Left. : This is particularly truein
case of ‘the overwhelming vole in
favour of unilateral nuclear dis~
armament and the removal of Yankee
missile bases. In the advance of
the Labour Left there is the begin~
ning of the development of a poli-
tical leadership more in line with
the present stage of history. This
is what people like Weighell object
to, and this is what he was trying
to confront by voling against the
instructions of the Union Confer-
ence. Of course, the irade union
leaders have been deing this sort
of thing for years, but now they
can't get away with it

- The going of Weighell who,

finally, was thrown out is the pre-
lude to other changes in the trade

“unions, with some of the most back-

ward leaders going and the Left
trade union sectors gaining more
confidence. At the same time, his
removal has an.imporiance, because
he was a king—pin in the most
backward and conciliatory sector of
the trade union leadership. However
the election of Arthur Scargill of
the NUM (National Union of Mine-
workers) by a huge majority and
the changes proposed by the NUM

to bring the leadership closer to the
base preceded this crisis in the
NUR,

These events have brought fo
the fore the whole question of trade
union “democracy.  Trade union
democracy does not just mean the
right tovate on cerfain occasions,
or to delegate the right to make de~

cisions to a handful of representa-

tives. Democracy is the right fo
discuss and formulate ideas for the
progress of the workers and the
population. This means that there
has to be a form of organisation in
the trade unions which -allows
everyone to speak and express an
opinion. It means the right of in-
stant recall of all representatives
and the form of organisation,
workers' committees at the base,
which allows this.  Above all,
democracy means the right to form—
ulate policies and programme which
respond to the problems created by
capitalism in its last days.

In part, the Labour Left has
advanced such a. programme in the
Labour Party.  Certainly, within
the context of a favourable world
balance of forces, the Labour Left
has weighed in the trade unions
and very specifically in the NUR.
it now requires the Labour Left to
turn itself towards stimulating, at
the base of the trade unions, in the
factories and work places, a dis~
cussion of & Socialist policy and
programme. The mobilisations of
the ‘Day of Action’ demonstrated
that the working class and a large
sector of the general population are
prepared to confront this Thaicher
government. There is the necessily
for an immediate discussion on the
guestion of ‘workers’ and popular

_confrol in the already nationalised

industiies and services. The Labour
Left feels ~quite rightly - impeded
by the trade union ‘block vote' at
Labowr Parly Conferences, but
Labour Parly conferences do not
d- srmine the process. This means
that the Labour Party Left has to
direct Hselfrat the trade union

hase with 3 Socialist policy and
programme. - In this way, not only
would the struggle against the
government be -advanced but it
would be insured that a Labour
government which replaced. it would
be committed to such a programme
and that the basis for workers and
popular control would have already
been laid.

trom page 3 The Dalla Chiesa Killing,

forces and penetrated organisations

like ETA and wings of the IRA are
also utilised in this way.

This policy  of: capitalism. is
general throughout the worlds The
‘recent  attacks -against ~Jews: in
Paris is part of the same mentality.
But, at the same time, a greater
and greater realisation of the role
of these forces is evident. This
was recently expressed in France
by the police federation leader who
said, ‘People at the highest level
encourage the police to ignore -the

law*s" All these assassinations are
the result of ‘a profound historic
impotences  The capitalist press
concentrates -on the ‘horror* of the
events, but dare not approach an
analysis of thems Assassination is

Fl

now the normal policy of capitalism
- the Israelis being the recent prime
examples. Capitalism is perpetrating
a mass of assassinations all over
the world, and beyond this it is
preparing the most immense assass—
ination with' the preparations for
nuclear wars All this is the sign of
its hopeless incapacity to confront
‘the course of human history ad—
vancing towards new Workers
States and Communism. To that
extent all its policies now are like
those Of Hitler in the last stages:
more.-.and more repression, more
slaughter, as before the final com-
plete . destruction of -the. Hitler
regime.. The repressions organised
by .the nazis after the defeat of
Stalingrad were: the expressions of

total impotence. Those organised
by the Yanks and their allies are
of the same order -~ forms of

destruction and self~destruyction
before  their . inevitable dis—
appearance from the scene of
history.

‘Calvir 'Assassinatéd’ in London
after disappearing as a resuft of a
private bank.scandal

Editorial from pagel’

changes of a similar nature. In full contlict with capitalism, the
workers are casting. aside redundant leaderships in the search for
those who represent the programme of social transformations. 1t
is not possible to expect lightning changes because of the nature
of the antiquated apparatuses, hut the process is clear and historic,
it is closely allied to the advance of the Labour L ett — because it
was these forces which fundamentally ejected Welghell —-and again
shows how now is the phase of the Party weighing in the Trade
Unions and no longer the Trade Unions deciding the - character of
the Party.  All this is a major blow at the functioning of British
imperialism — it is the beginning of the end of the ‘second empire’

of British imperialism: their colony in the workers’ movement. Eor

this to happen in Britain means that the road to. social revolution.
is opening.

ALL THE APPARATUSES OF CAPITALISM ARE
DISINTEGRATING,

The apparatuses ‘'of British capitalism are in total disorder.
The Conservative Party Conference discussed nothing except the
‘corrective’ programme of Thatcher, which is the programme of a
Hitler mangue. More unemployment and more poverty for the popi-—~
fation.. This has nothing to do with electoral ¢ onsiderations and
shows that capitalism is now enclosed in its own cocoon of mega--
fomania and the ‘destruction of progress. For many  sectors of
capitalism and its electoral base the perspective is disaster. Such
is the brutality of this regime and its grandiose lunacy that the
military parade to celebrate the ‘triumphf} of the Malvinas was not
attended by the monarchy and was an atte‘mpt to glorify the militar—
ism of imperialism in the crudest way.” The monarchy feels deprived
of its role. It cannot mitigate or appease the conflicts within capi-
talism. 1t is beginning to fall. But there is no historic space for a
Hitler mangue. It is all brutal fantasy and cannot atiract new social
support.” On the conlrary sectors of the Church of England —~ which
is after all a branich of the Civil Service and a part of the state
apparatus — now refects capilalist perspectives and poses the need
for unilateral nuclear disarmament. This is an anti—capitalist de~
mand and in line with Labour Party Conference decisions.” The
weaker sectors of capitalism have no faith in the Thatcher line and,
at heart, are already in the camp of social change fo Socialism,
even if it is not articulated in this way.. Both in the Liberal Party
any the SDP such sectors exist and show the disintegration of the
social bases of capitalism.

The forces exist internationally and nationally ifor a great pro—
gress in the forces of the Left in Britain, particulariy in the Labour
Party and Trade Unions. The line of the Thatcher regime is deprived
of logic. It is a mark of social stupidity to boast about the fall of
inflation when this simply expresses the ruination of the economy.
One might as well argue that the patient looked very rested,
when he was. unfortunately dead. But such a point is not interided
to convince others. It is thetop layers of capitalism Iistening to
themselves, isolated and discredited.

Capitalism cannot discuss logicalily or atiract by ideas. Now it
can only manufacture a barrage of lies about everything. It is
attempting all the time lo diminish the Labour Parly and Trade
Unions by campaigns of lies and distortions. It is frightened that
in spite of all the limitations of the workers’ leadership Labour
will return to office., Ir has no policy to combat this. 1t relies
purely on the limitations of the leaderships ~ as over the attacks
on Left sectors in the Labour Parly — and limitations in their
initiatives.

It is of fundamental importance that the L.eft in the Labour Party
advance In confidence and audacity and see, above all, that it is
the world — especially the Workers States — which is giving the
impulse to progress in Britain. It is necessary that the Left of the
L.abour Party appears with its programme and policy in the strike

actions of the class, unifying all the social forces that seek ex-—
pression and developing a permanent dialogue with the population,
not just occasionally but regularly. It is necessary to confront
British imperialism over its policies in Ireland and see the major
importance of the victory of the Sinn Fein candidates. These are
votes for social progress and should be welcomed as part of the
joint struggle of the British and Irish masses to get rid of British
imperialism and its bloody oppression, social and military, But
to unify ‘the common struggle means consistent dialogue and dis—
cussion with Sinn Fein, The end of British imperialism in ireland
requires the perspective of a Socialist Federation of both countries
A good relationship between the Labour Left and Sinn Fein would
be a crushing blow at British imperialism.

The ‘register’ proposed in the Labour Party to control Lefi
groupings is a transitory phenomenon dictated by the games. in the
Labour Party apparatus. The prospects for Marxism in the Labour
Party are excellent, but for this the forces of the Left have to take
initiatives, intervening in the struggles of the masses, discussing
and communicating their experiences, and developing a consistent
Marxist current with clear perspectives which take account of the
Marx;st classics and the works of Posadas, the Marxism of today.
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Turn to pege 2

We share with the masses.of
the Soviet Union and the world
Communist and workers’ van-—
guard the emotion felt on the
death of Cde Brezhnev and give
our warmest salutes io. the new
Soviet leadership in its historic
1§ task of confronting the barbarism
of the world imperialist system
and unifying the Workers States,
i particularly the efforts to deve-
{op the alliance with the Chinese
Workers Siate.

The funeral itself showed
the great unity of the Soviet
masses behind its leadership
whatever the limitations that
exist in the organisation of
Soviet democracy. Afl  the
leaderships of world imperialism
held their breath wondering at

the character of the Sovist leg—
‘dership, hoping for some poss—
ible disorder therein, They were
disappointed, and the open —
ing statement of Andropov was
clear in its affirmation ithat
peace is not to be won on the
| basis of conciliation with im—
 perialism, ‘it is not to be begged
for’ from imperialism. Peace
depends on the strength-of the
armed forces of the Soviet
Union, ali of which followed on
from the previous statements

ITS POLITICAL LIFE

The statements of Andropov emphasi sing that it was not possible te
beg peace from imperialism and that the strength of the Soviet Union lay
in its armed forces both continues the line of Brezhnev and shows how far
the process towards the final confrontation with imperialism has gone. |
Without rejecting negohat:ons w:th rmpenal;sm the Soviet ‘leadership is

imperialism: only respects strength and that nothing can be expected from
imperialism save reaction and war. The Soviet leadership shows a degree
of confidence which comes from the power and growth of the system of the |
Workers States and the ambience of support from the masses of the world.
The Soviet Union is the centre of the creative forces of humanity and feels
totally superior to the capitalist system. At the death or Brezhnev all the
eyes of humanity were on the Soviet Union and world imperialism felt very
The continuation of Sino~Soviet negotiations is a major blow at
imperialism and demonstrates the elevated level of the struggle and of

Our salutes to wme Bv ,_

MUST ELEVATE

: the masses of the world, that

g

of Cde Brezhnev,

o Under - the teadership of
Leonid - Brezhnev the Soviet
Union made immense strides in

liquidating the policies of con—

ciliation associated with Stalin—
ism and  extending the inter—
vention of the Soviet Union in
direct and indirect aid for the
world  revolution. Internally
under Cde Brezhnev a whole
series ' of cleansings of the
various apparatuses was begun,
all of which process, external
and internal, has been analysed
by Cde Posadas as the process
of ‘partial regeneration’, [n pis
autobiography Brezhnev never
attacked the Trotskyists, al—
though he had lived through the
period of the purges and re-
ceived a political education
under Stalin.

1t is necessary to expect in
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PRICE as@ it

The passing of the new .trade
union law combines progresses,
limitations, confaining,and 2 pro—~
found internal struggle in the
leadership of the Polish Workers
State. The law, like the imple—

mentation and apphcahon expressed
the continuation of buresycratic
methods on the part of the leader~

~ship, together with the: Jintention not

to retreat on the agreements reached

{ with the workers' movement after

the strikes of August 1980, The

{ resistance and criticisms expressed

do not have all the same sense and
dhjective, On the part of the wor-
kers’ movement there have been
meetmgs, assenmblies and different
critical expressions, which have
been registered through the govern~
.ment press iiself, whether in the

{ newspapers of the army or that of

the Young Communists, and they
have been cnt:cnsms, “authentic
ones, which have not come from the
workers' movement in general but
from the Communist trade union and
political vanguard itself, which has
‘sought to express discontent over
‘the method which law is expressed
in,  the sanctioning of this law.

The recent evenis in Péland
with the passing of the new trade
union law constilute a new stage in
the process of changes and pro~
gresses of the Workers State and
‘mark, at the same time, the diffi-
culties and limitations in the course
'of which the Polish working class.
is learning to lead the Workers State
~ opening a stage between the past
of bureaucratic dominion and the
present campaign of imperialism
and world capitalism against Poland
and the whole of the capitalist

the next stages a greater elevya—
tion of the Soviet leadership and
a greater audacity as It prepares
for the final se#tlement of
accounts with  imperialism,
particularly as this demands a
greater direct participation of
the Soviet masses in the leader—
ship of the Workers States and a
superior relationship with the

system....

nasses of the whole world.

VIVA THE CONTINUATION OF

THE WORK OF CDE BREZHNEV bureaucratic

VIVA MARX, ENGELS, LENIN,
TROTSKY, POSADAS !

The hmltatwns of this Polish
leadership have to be taken into
account i in the course of the process
of purging ang cleansing . of the
apparatus from which August 1980
continues developing, even with

intermittences. Such limitations are
expressed  in  the bureaucratic

methods with which this leadership

- through lack of security in the

masses — tries to sustain this law.
Otherwise it would have discussed
the law in the Party and with the
workmg class. If it did not do this
it is not through eror, but it has
been the consequence of a stmcture
of thought from which it cannot free
itself at one blow. This structure
has impeded it; among other things,
from seeing. the distance . which
has been produced in less than one
year between the working class and
the clandestine leadership  of
‘Solidarity’.  The proof of this is
the failure of the mobilisations
called for the 31 August and now,
and where ‘Solidarity’ appeal for
a stoppage on 10 November and a

sector of the working class protest—

ed now. This distancing does not
mean a Complete‘approb‘atmn of the
present government but an activity
that sustains but is still critical of
the government. ' The latter makes
a law favourable in its objectives
to the working class, at the same
time it still does not have the ob-
gans  constructed to discuss it.
There is the deficiency of the Party
which, throughout this last stage,
has not intervened to win authority
and to develop in the working class
the necessary functioning.....

The leadership of ‘Solidarity’
was isolated completely. The proof
was the distance between the pro-
test of people and the programme
decided for them. The identification
between this. leadership and the
working class was transitory, and
with the objective of purging the
apparatus, besides
making possible a means so that
the workers’ vanguard would impel
changes in the Parly. The isolation
occurred because currents advanced

THE NEW TRADE UNION LAW THE DIFFECULTQEQ
AND LIMITATIONS OF THE POLISH LEADERSHBP

AND THE COUNTER REVOLUTIONARY CAMPA%GN ;
AGAINST THE POLISH WORKERS STATE (EXTRACTS).
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in the trade union 1eadershm inter-
ested in creating difficuliies in the
Workers State and not interested g
the construction of Socialism, {f

they were mterested inthis ihey
would have been expressed in poli-
tical positions over fundamental
prob!ems. What was the position .of
‘Solidarity’ in front of the boveatt
of imperialism and world capitalism?
What position in front of imperialist
aggression. through Israel against
the ~ Palestinians in Lebanon?
Nothing! The exasperatmn of these
groups is not because ‘democracy’
is enslaved or “freedom for Poland’
but because they have seen that the
Party, in any case, appears wWith
some initiative of progress in re!a-
tion with the workers' movement
which deprives the Solidarity group
of a f:e!d of manoeuvre... ... .

The mature attitude of the work—
ing class has not been only through
its conscicusness of what is meant
by the stucture of the Workers
State . attained. in Poland, but
because anyway it has seen that
this law is the product of a struggle
in the Party where a sector seeks
an alliance with the workers” move—~
ment to advance in the economy and
in the democraric~Socialist rela-
tiogis in the country; with their
critical attitude, the working class
seeks o animate a sector so that
it has confidence in the masses and
supports itself much more on their
parpicipation, their opinion and their

~capacity to work and lead.

The law has been imposed with~
out discussion, with bureaucratic
methods,  bui it has points which
mean an. immense progress of the
Workers State, a re~affirmation and
legalisation of the agreements”
reached in Dantzig after the sfrug~
gles of 1980.  The causes of the
bureaucratic - forms have to be
sought, as we indicated previously,
in the formation of the Polish Wor~

Turn to pege 3
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The proposal to make a Pales—
tinian state — even if very small ~
would be no problem if it was only
just on the issue of making a small
state to advance afterwards. The
problem is that they are proposing
to form a little state so that it does
not advance. The big bourgeoisie
witl dominate, organise and negate
it

What is happening is that they
are posing the Palestinian problem
in a new form. Now it is not just
the problem as before which still
goes on, that Jews and Palestinians
should have equal rights. Now itis
posed in the global context of the
class struggle. The Palestinians
have to confront at the same time
the Arabs and the Jews unified in
a reactionary form to prevent the
progress of history. It’s not the
same as before. The attitude of the
Syrians is unstable, Assad was as
reactionary as Begin, and it is not
excluded that he repeats his pre~
vious policy. They are all stimu-
lated to the tendency to unite
before the objective danger of being
by-passed by the revolutionary
struggle, less in the case of Assad,
much more with an appalling capi-
talist like Sadat, But they all have
something in common as they had
something in common before, Hence
these couniries break diplomatic
relations at eight o'clock at night
and resume them at seven in the
morning.  They withdraw a new
ambassador before the old one has
left, it's straight out of the Marx

Brothers, in a week they can with~

draw the ambassador and resume
relations six times.

The problem then is not posed as
before. They count on the nationa~
list bourgeois tendencies and quite
Left sectors in Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait. 1 is true we count on this
also, we agree, But the Palestinian
state is not the way to resolve the
problem. A Palestinian state has
to have as a minimum the right to
self-determination, democratic li-
berties and fo speak io the Jewish

masses. Then the present stage is
to unite the Palestinian and Jewish
masses with the Arab masses,
This must be called for and there
must be the patience to wait, other~
wise they will be crushed,

The Middle East has become
what the Balkans were previously,
with the historic difference that the
Balkans belonged to the epoch of
royalty. It was a type of struggle
which capitalism manipulated so
that no one dominated, no one could
make a great country to dominate
the others. But now the Workers
States are there. What a change!
Any progress, say of Ethiopia,
would have been dealt with some
time ago, but now they cannot.
They would have dealt with lrag
some time ago, and the Shah of lran
would have murdered most of lran.
now he cannot.

INSTABILITY OF THE
PALESTINIAN STATE

We are in agreement with a Pale~
stinian state but, at the same time,
we should appeal to the masses of
Israel and to the masses of the rest
of the Arab world showing that a
Palestinian state is totally un-
stable, It is necessary {o pose the
problem now in a much more eleva-
ted and more extended form. Now
the Palestinians have to face the
Arab reactionary forces and the
unification of the Arab reaction
with the Zionist reactionaries of

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
PALESTINIAN STATE AND THE WORLD
REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS (EXTRACTS). 0 » -

Israel.  The small movement of
Arafat could be smashed and there

won'r be a field of activity, It's
deceiving the Palestinian masses
to believe there can be a solytion
in a special state, Thus it's
necessary to discuss with the
Palestinians.

This is united to the struggle
for the liberation from Zionism,
imperialism and the Arab bourge~
oisie. 1f is not possible to be sub~
mitted to just waiting for changes,
but what are the conditions in which
the Palestinian state is going to
live? Ir can be a centre, we are in
agreement. In this case then this
the centre has fo be united to
Algeria, above all Algeria, Also
it can be united to other Arab
countries, including Syria, "but
countries that allow the develop-
ment of the struggles for progress,
otherwise it is dead. A new state
for a Palestinian nation that does
not have as an objective to elimin~
ate capitalism in the Middle East
has no objectives nor transcendance
nor possibility of surviving,

it is necessary to discuss these
conclusions. Polisario; what is the
objective of Polisario? To make a
great country? To do this it would
have to develop economically and
compete with the other countries,
and economically they have no per—
spective, The birth of these coun~
tries in the final stage of the down-
fall of the capitalist system is not
as before, but is united to the
historic condition that the war is
quite near, The war is coming and
provides the condition so that they
can unite and develop as Workers
States, Thus the organisation of an
independent state must serve this
objective, Then it's necessary to
create a current that can have the
political capacity to organise for
this end, not ‘making a new father—
land’, This has no historic sense,
no - objective, no conditions to
develop either economically or
socially or linguistically. | believe
that this is very important, above
all taking into account that capi-
talism is moving to prepare the War,

In various pronouncements of the
Palestinians, the patriotic, local,
territorial motive dominates, not the
historic consideration that - sur—
passes all the territorial or linguis—
tic or religious conditions of inter—
ests whether Jewish or Arab. This
is because what we propose are the
problems of this stage of history
which are not as they were posed
before. Then it is necessary to
discuss with the comrades, to
elevate them in the conviction that
the political leaderships abbreviate,
limit and avoid this discussion and
prepare the fatherland, the destiny
and the country. In what conditions
are they going fo make a country?
For what? It is convenient from one
point of view because it can make
it difficult for the capitalist system
to intervene, But, on the other
hand, all the Arab bourgeoisie seek
to strengthen and create a bourge~
ois layer which crushes all the
others. But there is no possibility
for any development, either of Pai-
estine or Jordan or Libua or Syria,
as independent countries and units,
no need or possibility. Now is nol
the stage of the historic function of

s 2 wene——
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the nation. The nation had a
function in history, but what
function has this? Thus it’s neces—
sary to make a discussion on this
theme. There can be a stage of a
Palestinian country, but there has
to be a leadership to unify the pro~
¢ess on an economic basis to allow
the development of the country -

otherwise they are going to live in
poverty, and-in these conditions a
small bourgeois nucleus dominates
everything completely. it is neces—
sary to discuss the elevation of the
culture of the masses and their
direct intervention, not the culture
and afterwards to intervene, but
culture and intervention! It's
necessary to see that the masses
have the time to intervene and to
develop currents and tendencies
preoccupied with the problem,

The Palestinian nation is for
what?  To satisfy. seventy two
Palestinians or a thousand or fo
elevate the life of the Palestinians?
if the life of the Palestinians is not
elevated, it's no use, That is to
say, more of less the problem of the
Quecha or Aymara languages. it is
not the same bhut more or less the
same,

There is no place for a Quecha
or Aymara nationality. Then we
take into account and develop the
language as a means for a later
stage. That is to say, as the
Bolsheviks did in the first stage.
By unifying’ thirtytwo languages,
they made one.~ the Soviet Union,
Anyone could speak a language,
but .what communicated and trans—
mitted the necessity of progress was
the Soviet Language.

3. POSADAS

These are new problems which
it is necessary to dis. uss and to
deepen, but this is the lixe. There
can be differences over tactics but
this is the line.  Kuwait, for
example, has fortyeight people and
the bosses amount to four. They
import water into Kuwait, whereas
with their wealth they could trans—
form the ocean into drinking water,
Instead they have cars where you
press a button and it serves ooffee,
meals, everything; but people lack
water. This should be discussed,
not on the basis of envy but be-
cause it is illogical, It is neces~

saty to develop a current for this.

We are not against the Palesti~
nian state, but it's necessary to
explain what use it is. To make a
‘great fatherland’ now has no sense,
particularly from the desert where
they will have the worst conditions
there are, But it can be utilised
even so as a means to develop &
centre of unity of the Arab masses
to seek the unification with the
Israeli masses against the capita—~
list system. But this cannot be
done by just making the Palestinian
state.. It has to take into account
the other Arab countries, Then
this has to be clear, There will be
resistance because Habash and.
Hawatme speak  with a patriotic
sentiment completely without sense,
as if it were “the nation' which was
going to resolve all the problems.
The nation has nothing, they will
give them nothing, it's an *Arizona’,
If they go ahead they have to instal

~-a country, live and depend on Arab

contributions, The result will be
an Arab government, a leadership,

a movement, a police — but not
theirs ~ to serve as an intermediary
for the Arab countries not for the
Palestinians,

The war in Ethiopia shows that
the bourgeoisie is going to use
everything its got to impede any
structure, any process which de-
velops in revolutionary conditions
or in social struggles for transfor-
mations. Then it's not possible to
make an issue any more of inde%
pendence, of countries, of father—
land, of population without posing
this, whether it's Mauritania or
Morocco,

There is no place for any small
country to go through a stage of

_bourgeois development, It is neces—

sary to propose the form of federa—
tion, of integration; and after, of
confederations, taking into account
also the roots of these countries.
For example, Polisario speaks in
Svanish and in Arabic, The others
in Arabic and French, = That is,
there is a common experience of
the masses in seeing that Vietnam
emerged from backwardness into
nationalisation to develop the
economy. :

J. POSADAS

19.2.1978

Ireland from page 4.

The British Labour Party has to
link a programme of social trans-
formations with the unequivocal
policy of withdrawing British troops
from Northern Ireland. A real break

with imperialist positions on Ireland
would be an indispensible basis to
overcome the limitations of leader—
ship in Ireland who see only Ireland
and not the world, and ignore the
advance of the British masses
shown in.-the -advance ~of - the
Labour Left. ‘

LIFE OF THE INTERNATIONAL

The resounding victory of the
Left in Greece opens a new phase
in the elevation of the workers’
movement in Greece and the affir—
mation of a ' programme to take
Greece out of its backward condition
towards a Workers State. The Greek
Communist Parly (KKE) made great
advances in the principal cities and
proletarian centres: for example,
Salonica, Patros and Athens. At
the same time, in the sectors round
PASOK advanced greatly in the
number of its mayors electeds The
forces of the Right and Centre made
no progress, considering that there
is a preoccupation in the Greek
masses that Papandreou is not ad—
vancing with the necessary speed
towards the liquidation of Greek
capitalism and the rejection of the
Yankee bases. The Greek section
intervened in the elections on a
common slate with the Greek Com—
munist Party and were elected
in two municipalitiess This United
Front with the Greek Communist
Party has historic significance, as
the United Front was fully supported
by the leadership of the Greek Com~—
munist Party and is part of the in—
corporation of Posadist ideas Into
the world Communist movement and
the Workers Statess One of the
Posadist candidates had been
elected in a previous election and
on being re—elected came first in

number Of votes.
Belgium.

In the recent local elections in
Belgium the Belgian section was
in United Front with the Belgian

Communist Party. The forces of
the Socialists and the ecologist
parties increased in votes 10 30%
Socialist, 10% ecologists, and 5%
Communists, The conservalive
CDU lost to the Liberals and the
ecologistse All this reflected the
rejection by the masses of the
boli¢ies of impoverishing the coun—
try, e.g» the Martens—Qol  govern—
ment — unemployment, price rises,
and the attacks on immigrant
workers. Two Posadist candidates
were on the slate with the Commu—
nist Party, essentially of the Left
sectors Generally, because of the
ineffective policies of the Belgian
CP and its eurocommunist positions,
the Communists lost badly — as
much as twenly percent in some
cases and in Brussels as much as
50%. In the region of this united
front the vote of the Communists in
allfance with the Posadists was
4% higher than the national average
because this united front was
fought not on a reformist basis but
on the basis of a programme lo
answer the needs of the masses
and support for the Workers States,
a programme to take Charlerois out
of its decay on the basis of social
transofmrations. The campaign led
to a diffusion of the ideas of
Posadas. At the same time, the
principle centres of the class
struggle remain in the Socialist
Party and the trade unions. The
struggle for trade union democracy
in the factories and the immense
interventions prior to the elections
of the Belgian working class show

that changes will come in the wor—
kers’ organisations ‘in spite of
federalism and the bureaucratic
leaderships of the trade unions and
Socialist Party,

Italy.

The participation of the masses
in the festival of UNITA was par—
ticularly striking this year. It was
estimated that about half a million
people participated!

The Italian sector concentrated
on the diffusion of publications
during the whole fourteen days.
3,500 publications were sold and a
further tive hundred to the various
delegations of the Communist par—
tiess There was great interest and
agreement with the positions of the
International and the authority of
Cde Posadas was pronounceds
The sale reflected the greater
elevation of political debate com-—
pared with earlier times and corres-—
ponds to the struggles taking place
in the Italian Communist Party, not
only about the role of the Soviet
Union but also on the need for a
programme of social transformations
in laly.




Poland
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kers State and the Communist Parly;
the difficulties created by the sub—
mission which Stalin imposed on
Poland ~ as over the whole of the
world Communist movement. Now
Poland is coming out of this stage,
but cannot do it in an immediate or
homogeneous way, and there is still
a very great résistance of the
bureaucratic apparatus.....

The bourgeois press, and even
that of the big Communist parties
like the ltalian Communist Party,
has ignored the levels and the con-
tent of the trade union law as they
have aiso minimised the campaign
of imperialism against Poland. The
law contains the principles which
were agreed in the discussions
which the Polish government and
the previous trade union leadership
{Walesa) had discussed for six
months: those of autonomy and the
independence of the trade union
movement from the state and eco-
nomic apparatus. [t means a trade
union movement infegrated with
wage eamers and not integrating all
the agrarian proprietors as they were
before, with the aim of containing
every attempt at questioning the
remaining private property that
still exists today in Poland. The
law also admits, even with certain
limitations, the right to strike.
With all the criticisms which the
leadership of the ltalian Communist
Party is making in Poland, they
have not been able to stop recov—
nising in their press that this law
is one of the most advanced within
the Socialist countries.

The stages and the implemenia-
tion of the law, like the form in
which it was passed, are bureau-
cratic but - it -is necessary to
evaluate the principles which have
been expounded in it, as a very
profound effort of a sector of the
leadership to seek links with the
workers’ movement, to gain authority
for the Party in the workers’ move~
ment and the masses. If the present
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Polish government were a bureau-
cratic dictatorship it would not
pass this law. The method with
which it has done it is the product
of its insecurity, of its difficulties
and of the internal fight which
exists, and even with this fight the
intention is evideni not to retreat
on the agreement of Danizid, even
it with fear and vaccilation. .....

The [talian Communists see
nothing, do not refer fo this cam-
paign of imperialism, like that of
the Church via the Pope against the
Polish Workers State; but the re—
iterated criticisms of the Church -
above all on the part of the USSR,
but aiso of a part of the sector of
the  Polish Communist Party -~
indicate that soon the problem of
the structure of private property in
Poland is going to be placed in the
forefront of discussion and decision.
Private property in Poland is not
only a support of the reactionary
Catholic sectors but is also an ob-
stacle to the planned development
of the Polish economy. The ab-
sence still of concrete measures
and steps against private property
in agriculture shows that the strug-
gle within the apparatus of the
Party, these recent critical demon-
strations of the workers’ movement
are going to become more acute.
This law is a weak attempt of a
sector of the Communist Party and
the -army to seek supporr in the
workers’ movement to confront the
bureaucratic sector linked to private
property and to the reactionary
sectors which still function with
impunity in Poland.....

In Poland it is necessary 1o
expect a deepening of the struggles
and of the leadership in the Party
as also it is necessary to await
initiatives of the movement to inter~
vene and correct aspects of the law
in its application. These initiatives
have nothing to do with the attacks
and provocations that have occurred
not with the strikes planned by

‘Solidarity’. The protest which has

taken place and which the workers
movement is certainly going o see
reach the Communist Parly are

The process in Britain is totally determined by this role of the Soviet
Union and the advance of the world process. British imperialism fries to
conduct a campaign to shut everyone within the walls of 'Britain’, as
though all is decided by the state of bank rate or the latest dispute in the

Conservative or Labour Party.

But reality is not determined by these

issues, but by the determination of the masses of the whole worid to
destroy capitalism. What is most characteristic of this Thatcher mis -

government is ifs total incapacity to intimidate the population. It has |

imposed a draconian regime, a brutal imposition of unemployment, reduction
of living standards, that in a previous epoch - the epoch of Hitler and

Stalin ~ provoked demoralisation and defeatism.

But none of this has

has occurred. Capitalism has been unable to utilise the incapacity of the
workers’ leaderships to provoke disorder and despair in the mass of the
population. Thus the trade union leadership completely failed to use the
opportunities opened by the very joyous ‘day of action’, and broke the
centralisation of the masses by instituting ‘local actions’.and then, in
face of the workers’ rejection of these policies said: ‘Ah, the workers are
disappointed at the response of the government’

[ ion leadership, has not .
But the government, despite the bad trade union iR lthe market of the bureaucracy,

been able to settle the nurses’ dispute with the alacrity that they wish and
in practive what is happening is not a phase of social disappoiniment on
the part of the population, but a phase of critical appraisal of the existing

leaderships and a seeking for better tactics and better leaders.

The

liquidation of Weighell is significant of this. Similarly, the decision of
the Miners not to support an action of the Miners Union at this stage by
itself against the government is not a defeat of the Left but shows the
workers are seeking better tactics, betler co~ordinafion, a leadership more
prepared to face the problems of transforming society. It is not a process
exactly like that in Poland because there it is a question of a new leader—
ship is a Workers State, but it is not so far away in the sense that the

process is one where the masses are seeking a leadership more responsive

to the stage in which they are actually living, the need to terminate capi~
talism and construct a society based on the self-emancipation of the
working class. All this is a very healthy process in which the Left forces
in the Labour Party and the trade unions can intervene much more , but
only on the basis of greater preoccupation with ideas and with the world
situation. Clearly the structure of the Labour Party and the trade unions
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expressed already in the fact that
the official press has had to recog~
nise the action of resistance and
criticisms of the passing of the new
law which have occurred in the
factories. These sectors of the
Party and the army want to impel
changes and are going to be ani—
mated more in the relation with the
workers’ movemeht; this relation,
which still has to be established, is
going to pose immediately measures
of deepening in the structure of the
Workers State; it is going to purge
the apparatus of the state much
more and the Party, and advance in
a gradual process of agrarian co-
operativisation and coliectivisation.
The workers’ movement can and
must be called to intervene much
more actively in the political and
productive life. This leadership
which is learning must support
itself much more on the maturity of
the Polish working class. One
measure is the attitude of the
young person who died in Cracow
and who is a trade union militant of
the Party, who declared ‘we will
make a simple funeral, we do not
want demonstrations; it is necessary
to be abnormal to want to change the
political system of Poland.... it is
necessary to expect superior stages
in the life of the Polish Workers
State and the world Communist
movement must contribute to this
process, to discuss fully the Polish
experience and how to help with
initiatives and ideas, developing
the anti-imperialist and anti-
capitalist fight in the world, and in
the USSR to elevate the Soviet
democratic life to help the leaming
process which the working class is
making in the other Workers States
and throughout the world. Al the
factories of the Soviet Union mugt
discuss the Polish trade union law
and send declarations as ‘they have
done over the counter-revolutionary
deviations of the leadership of
‘Solidarity’ in its Congress, and
in this way to communicate confi-
dence and recognise with respect
the just protest of the Polish work-
ing class in relation to the methods
of its leadership.

Poland has just announced that
it has resolved the principle prob-
lems of the economy, has re~taken
the ascendent curve of the principal
“sections of production, above
all in industry and minerals. This
is due to the break imposed on the
relation and depéndency on world
capitalism, but the increase in the
economic integration of COMECON
and, fundamentally, through  the
unconditional support which  the
working class has made fo the pro~

sist in the food supply which,
without being important, are the
product of the resistance in the
sectors of rural proprietors and of
'private commercialisation. These
are the most well off sectors of the
rural proprietors who dominate alse
the area of commercialisation in

of those who oppose the Workers
State and the progress to centrali-
sation and planning and the possi-~

Thility that the masses weigh more

in the social life of the country.
It is a small group sustained by
world capitalism which wants to
-contain Poland. The thought of the
Polish masses is quite other, and
Glemp expresses it in his <ecent
homily ‘the Polish masses do not
want in any way to return to capi-

talism’, only they want ‘more
gemocracy’. He has to reflect the
thought of the Polish masses and
that of a good part of the Church
who are Catholics, but Catholic
Communists.....

gress of Poland. Difficulties per~

THE LABOUR LEFT

NEEDS 70 GIVE A

LEADERSHIP TO THE
WORKING CLASS STRUGGLES

The postponement by the Labour
Party NEC of its decision to expel
the Editorial Board of ‘Militant’ is a
retreat. The ‘legal reasons’ given
for this move are only face~savers.
It is a further proof that the balance
of forces Hes with the Labour Left.
The same is true of this year's
Annual Conference of the Labour
Party in which the Right~-wing made
certain  gains within the Labour
apparatus but the policies adoplad
were of the Left. In particular, the
Conference voted overwhelmingly
for Unilateral Nuclear Disarmament,
which is profoundly anti~capitalist
in this stage of history when all the
capitalist system has left is arms
and war preparations to sustain it.
The Labour Right may well have
been able to use the trade union
bureaucracy and the apparatus of the
Party to gain positions on the NEC,
but, in historic terms, this means
nothing compared to a programme for
virtually disarming British imperia—
lism. The Labour Party continues
to move to the Left in political and
programmatic terms, and this is a
process detérmined by a favourable
world balance of forces.

The intention of the Labour
Right and apparaius was fo attack
the Left generally rather than
‘Militant’ in particular, but even
they would see that it is impossible
to throw the Labour Left out of the
Party or even expel Socialists in
the numbers that were previously
expelled. What they hoped was to

 disrupt the advance of the Lefi. The

same is frue of the latest propesals,
by the NEC, against the Left, which
Foot opposed.  They show how
much Labour's Right wing would
rather Labour loses the next elec—
tion than have a majority Lahour

 government prepared to take anti-

capitalist measures.

The balance of forces inside the
Labour Party obliges the Right to
retreat, but this is only a pale re~
flection of the world. On the crucial
issue of Disarmament ~ in reality the
disarming of British imperialism ~
the Labour Left is strengthened by
the existence of the Soviet Union
and the statements of the Soviet
leadership ~ Brezhnev, hefore his
death, and Andopov immediately

aftet - saying clearly that war is
inherent in the capitalist system.
The general Labour Left does not
take its leadership from the Soviet
Union directly, but the Soviet Union
and its present policies determine
the world balance of forces and
this affects the Labour Left, Indeed

Foot has said, in so many words,
that the Soviet Union represents
peace and imperialism means war.
He has also fought to maintain a
relationship with the Soviet Union
and the Socialist countries. At the
same time, there is the advance

It is necessary
to see in these evenis in Poland
the elements of learning that the
masses of the world, the trade
unions, the Communist parties,
the Socialist parties, the revoly—
tionary movements are making in
the construction of Socialism,

18 October 1982

THE POSADIST
INTERNATIONAL

v

being made in the Socialist move—
ment itself. There are Socialist/
Communist governments in France
and Greece, a Socialist government
in Spain and one in Sweden. A sec—
tor of the Labour Left is taking
account of this process in the soc-
ialist movement, even if it is still
only in the context of the discussion
on Labour’s policy towards the
EEC.

If the Labour Right has had any
success at all, it is in confining the
struggle inside the Labour apparatus

and on the level of fighting for one
post or another. This tends to give
the Right an impression of strength
which it does not have. In fact,
the Right cannot even maintain
itself on the level of manoeuvres
inside the apparatus. After all,
Weighell (ex General Secretary of
the NUR) was thrown out because he
acted in the way the trade union
bareaucracy has always acted in the
past; he voted for what he wanted
and against the decisions of the
Union. This was in the Labour
Party Conference! It is all a bit
distant from the actual class strug-
gle, but the pressure of the working
class in the Unions, combined with
the advance of the Left in the La-
bour Party, removed this king-pin
of the Labour apparatus,

Of course, the Labour Left has
to fight the attacks being made on
it, and it is correct to turn towards
the Trade Unions for support.
However, it has to be recognised
that the ‘witch—hunt’ is only part
of the class struggle expressed in

the Labour Party. Then it is not
simply a° question of gaining
Trade Union votes at Labour Par-
ty  Conferences, but a

question of a struggle at a political
and programmatic level. [f the
working class is to support the
Labour Left, it has to see the Left
as a leadership to the Health wor~
kers, for instance, if it had made a
call for a unified struggle against
the government, it would have had
more effect than appeals to support
the Left against a ‘witch~hunt'.

The working class is demon-
strably prepared to struggle, and is
aware that this means confronting
the government. The trade union
bureaucracy, the TUC, have frag-
mented all the recent struggles -
like that of the Civil Servants and
the Health Workers, because it fears
a centralised working class which
would quickly by—-pass it. Certain
sectors of the Labour Party, in-
cluding the leadership, have ex-
pressed solidarity with the workers'
actions ~ and this is true of the
ASLEF strike — but rarely criticise
the limitations of the trade union
leaderships or voice any opinion
on the actions. The Labour Left
has to rectify this by raising, in
the first place, the level of dis—
cussion in the work—~places and the
workers' areas, and by turning itself
outwards towards the attual class
struggle. To this end, Commitiees
of Labour/trade union United Front
should be organised in every area.
At the same time, the Labour Left
has to free itself from the limitation
imposed by the Labour apparatus, by
organising itself as a consistent,
national tendency based not on a
struggle inside the Labour apparatus
but on the working class, a Socialist
programme and the favourable
world balance of forces.
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THE LABOUR LEFT HAS TO INTERVENE
IN A MORE PRINCIPLED AND CONSISTENT
WAY ON THE PROCESS IN IRELAND.

The new elections in Southern
Ireland and the continued regime
of “shootiigs through the British
imperialist ‘presence in Northem
Ireland demand much more than the
perfunctory’ attention they rteceive
from the leaderships in the Labour
Party and the trade unions. In the
North the Prior Assembly is another
imperialist fiasco which presents
no solution in the slightest degree
for any of the social, political and
economic problems which weigh so
heavily on the masses of Northern
Ireland.” Atthe same time, all these
problems —~ North “and” South =~
apart from the brutality of the mili-
taty occupation are the same as in
the rest of the British Isles, only
worse: unemployment, the derelic=
tion of industry, poverty and the
decline in social- services, The

Labour Party and the Left in the

Labour Party are still in-one form or
other linked to: the conceptions” of
imperialism - in their attitude to the
Ireland issue, . The presence of

British - troops “in Northern lreland

raises an “issue- of principle: that
the troops of one country are opp-
ressing the people of another, and
this renders -the oppressor nation
itself unfree,

The policy of British imperialism’
- and this was continued under the
Labour government of Wilson and
Callaghan ~ is determined by iis
political - objectives “as- a whole.
In the last period these have been
modified to the extent that, with the
approach of the final-encounter with
the Workers Srates, it has developed
an-interest not in uniting lreland -
in which it has no interest — but

in-associating much more swith the.

bourgeoisie of the South, those
connected with the multi- nationa Is,
_in order to facilitate greater assoc—
“fation with NATO and a joint policy
of “repression throughout lreland,
In other words, it is a policy to
cement the -common class inferests
against the masses of ‘both “coun—
tries in a situation where everything
is determined-by the coming conflici
with the Workers States, But, at the
same time, British imperialism does
not intend to leave the North, only
to establish ‘links and connections
with the South that give the South~
ern- bourgeoisie the ‘justification
for ‘conversations’' and ‘closer
contacts’,

THE WEAKENING OF BR!TISH
IMPERIALISM.

But British imperialism, however
brutat its policies, is'no longerin a
position to determine everything as
it largely was in the past, The
struggle of Bobby Sands and the
other H. Block hunger strikers was,
as Cde Posadas analysed, the sign
of an immensely powerfyl process
for social transformations, Wwhich
did not find the policy and pro-
gramme that is necessary. A con~
crete example of the new process
at work was the important inter~
vention of Sinn Fein, in the elec—
tions in the North, which were a
blow at the policies of imperialism,
even if on the level of programme
the essential pelicies and pro-
gramme have yet to be expressed,
The fact that immediately after
these elections a series of sectar-
dan murders occutred shows the
hand of ‘imperialism, which seeks
at every turn fo justify its presence
on the basis of these murders and
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seeks -to  smash. opposition
violence,

by

The Labour. Left has a great
responsibility in relation to treland,
In the first place, the division of
the country is totally artificial and
imposed, not by the people of
Ireland but by the interests of
British imperialism. Secondly,.this
has left a legacy of great political
fragmentation which is particularly
difficult for the workers' movement -
religious splitting in the North and
the domination of bourgeois parties
in the South, 1t is difficult for the
Irish masses to  concentrate
forces because there is no political
centre. Bul a mass party exists.in
Britain, the Labour Party, and such
a Party can influence and assist
the process in both parls of Ireland.

Historically, the solution of the
problems of both Britain and lreland
require ~a common perspective.
Just as itis absurd to ‘think of
Britain isolated from the rest of
Europe- in" some private  trading

~ block, so it is absurd for Ireland to

have ‘a solution of its problems in
isolation. Whole areas of Britain

‘and lreland are being abandoned

economically, and _only a planning
in common on the basis of social
transformattons.can give a sofution
to these problems. The unification
of “lreland can only occur on the
basis, not ¢f an isolated nationalism
but a process of social revolution
in which all the masses of Britain

“and lreland find a common front

against the ‘imperialist “oppressors

in Britain and the local-and servile

bourgeoisie of the Republic,

The ¢risis of lreland is un=
interrupted North and South. In the
North - one : constitutional fiasco

- follows the other, and in the South

the . instability ~of = govemnments
shows that the old equilibrium is
broken with the emergence of poli-

tical forces outside the old bourge—.

ois ‘parties, such as the workers’

party which feed the internal crisis

of Fianna Fail and confront. the
desperate efforts of Fianna Gael
to' rush ‘into the arms of British
imperialisme  The crisis of the
Labour Party in the South is pro-
found - and again demonsiraies the
possibility of new orientation

but::this. requires an inter=
vention that is decisive from .the
Labour Left, Ireland is not gomg
fo solve its problems without uni-
fication with the struggies of the
British masses. -~ .~

THE LEFT OF THE LP MUST
INTERVENE MUCH MORE ON
IRELAND.

Some time ago the Labour Party
proposed in the NEC the perspec—
tive of a United Ireland, but without
discussion on how to achieve this.
British trade unions, who in fact
operate in Northern lreland, must
propose a much more programmatic
orientation. In the absence of a
mass Labour Party, the trade unions
can play in part the role of a party,
but it means taking principled
positions on the need for an ireland
without British troops and -against
a common North—-South  agreement
whose object lies beyond simply
action against the IRA but seeks 1o
incorporate- Southern lreland within
NATO. It is possibie 1o propose
programmes of public works, stati-

its

fications, as in'the programme of the
British Labour Party, and linked
with the call for the withdrawal of
British troops and the abandonment
of alf the brutal apparatus of legal
and illegal coercion,

The argument that the withdrawal

of troops would lead to ‘war’ is

totaily unprmcvp{ed The ammy is
involved in fterrorism and secrors
of the murder gangs are undoubted!y

‘financed by imperialism. War is a

fact, and inevitable through the
presence of British imperialism,
[quivocations on this point are
dishonest and ‘simply reflect sub-
mission to the line of imperialism,
But, for the Left, it is necessary to
develop a policy which includes
this demand as part of a whole
orientation for social transforma—
tions. To effect the withdrawal of
troops deémands . an immense pressure
which  means a combination of
political “and economic demands.
British imperialism, in its chaotic
downfall, is quite prepared to use
troops in Britain: the fights in
Brixton were in practice no different
from the fights in lreland,  The
coercive apparatus of the capitalist

state confronts people in Britain

and lreland, and the latest powers
given to the police simply to armest
whom they
shows' the uniformity of treatment
which imperialism tries to impose,
whether in Britain or Ireland.

British imperia&isrn, like NATO

and like the lunatics in the Penta~
gon, is more and more desperate in
Northern Ireland.  The more crimi-
pal it becomes,

The CIA is ‘active in Northern
freland in a variety of guises, in
and outside sectors of the IRA and
the ‘Protestant’ murder gangs. As
elsewhere in the world, they seek
by the policy of assassinations to
justify more repression and accel—
erate a deal with the capitalist
leaders of the Republic, Fine*Gael
and -the “Right of Fianna" Fail,
Haughey, who has put forward 2
reactionary policy on abortion and
a rotten economic policy has been
obliged, because of the base of
Fianna * Fail, to denounce those
capitalist politicians of ‘Fine Gasl

who openly wish for a security deal
and”

with British imperialism -

integration with NATO. Haughey
is impaled on the basic contra-
diction of his parly, a bourgeois
party  which  has to answer to an
extensive anti-imperialist ~base,
and hence has been obliged in the
election to - criticise the pro—
imperialist line of Fitzgerald -
very  inconvenient for “capitalisr
which prefers to work in the dark
with the maximum of concealment,
In the South it is necessary to
develop a united front of the forces
of the workers’ party, the IRA,
unions, the Communist Party, the
Left of the Labour Party and Fianna
Fail on ‘a programme of social
transformations, and to enter into
discussions with the British trade
unions and the Left of the Labout
Party on a common policy for both
countries. In the North, the unions
and Sinn Fein are focal points for a
policy of social transformations,
and the Labour Left must iniervene
in- a consistent way against the
murderous policies of imperialism,
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like: without warrant.

the less social
forceand” capac‘ty it possesses,

Editorial  from page 3
is archaic and does not correspond to this necess;ty, but it is no longer
these structures which can govern the process as in the past. It is this
that the forces of the Left must grasp, because it is the favourable world
situation which is the basis for greater audacity of the Labour and trade
umen Left.

UNILATERAL NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT IS A PROFOUND ANTI-
CAPITALIST MEASURE. ‘ ‘
Imperialism is mortally afraid of the Labour Party coming to power.
This is particularly because of the demand of the Labour Party for
unilateral disarmament. 1t is this which promotes hysteria in the camp of
capitalism. The confrontation between Foot and Thatcher on this issue
brings out how dangerous this issue is for imperialism. Unilateral dis—
armament is a profound anti-capitalist demand, it demands that capitalism
surrenders its military might, its weapons of intimidation, its most vicious

. means to protect the basis of its existence, which is private property.

Thus capitalism conducts a relentless campaign, pasticularly against the
leadership of Foot. All the time they seek to stimulate the Right of the
Party to action against Foot and there is no question that a sector of the
Right regards with horror a Labour victory which means imposing unilateral
disarmament. But al] these aftacks stem from a great weakness, because
when a Labour Parly Conference has passed by a two thirds majority a
Resolution on unilateral disarmament, this is because a world structure
is at the basis of this demand.

At the same time, the programme of the Labour Party for economic
improvement is another jolt for capitalism, becanse, whatever ‘its limi-
tations, it tends to develop the scandalous idea that the economy must be
of use to the pppulation and not be determined by the needs of the export
market.. The plan for a massive bormwmg has the objective of organising
what is, in effect, a very large programme of public works. immediately
all the apologists of capitalism have chorused ‘what about inflation?”. Now
it is true that inflation will result from an extensive system of the re—
animation of the economy when the structure of capitalism is still intact
and thai retlation brings the problems of inflation. gyt this programme of

the Labour Party has to be placed in the recent context of the ruination of
the economy by capitalism, in which the need to keep down inflation is
in reality an excuse to smash the population. In this context the ‘neo-
Keynsianism' of the Labour Party programme is not good for the central
sectors of capitalism, those who are only interested in super—profits and

1 arms manufacturers who have no interest in the development of the internal
~consumer market (a similar situation to that in France). Thus this pro=~

gramme of the Labour Party tends to propose forms of intervention and
perspectives —~ whatever the limitations and problems in the application
of this programme - which give a social orientation to the economy rather
than one related only 1o the needs of the most central sectors of capita~

lism. 1Itis also a programme which tends to augment the dms:ons within

capitalism itself. The last Conference of the CBI showed massive dis—
order and abstention in votes, and lack of confidence in the CBI leadess,
because now extensive sectors of ‘poor capitalism’ see no way out with
the present government and the dictatorship of the Thatcher tendency.
Clearly the application of a programme profoundly beneficial to the masses

~will. demand measures of workers control against capitalism, but the

proposals of the Labour Parly open up a whole series of discussions most

~ inconvenient to the capitalist. system, particularly in its present stage

of decomposition.
FOR A CONSISTENT LEFT C%}RRE?H‘ m THE LABUUR PAR'{Y

The opportunities for the Left in the Labour Party are augmentmg and
augmenting. This is inevitable . but at the same time there is
more and more need for much greater discussion in the Labour Party overi
wide compass of issues, all of which are inter~connected. For example,
‘democrat:c rights’. What sort of a democracy is it when in the Northem
Ireland elections Sinn Fein were systematically arrested and harassed,
and when the women anti-nuclear protestors were arrested for ne other
reason than protesting at Greenham Common? Democracy in Britain is
democracy for some, that is the supporters of repression in Ireland and
nuclear arms. In Afghanistan the Soviet Union has introduced land reform
and campaigns against illiteracy; in Northern ireland British imperialism
brings bloodshed and poverty. It is necessary to discuss the process in
Poland, to understand that the process there is one where the Party and
the masses are learning to rule, whereas in the capitalist states there is a
whole structure of state and economy which prevents the active daily
participation of the masses in the act of ruling. The Left in the Labour

“Party and the trade unions is now quite extensive in number. 1t is a real

force which quite inevitably is going to grow; but what is more and more
necessary is much more political discussion to clarify issues so as to
develop a regular life. The Left is strong but it is heterogeneous and this
requires a constant process of political clarification.  Publi cations are
necessary that deal with questions consistently — how to relate the world
situation to the situation in Britain; what has to be done about the issue
of Ireland; the need to develop a consistent Left tendency in the trade
unions; the meaning of trade union democracy. If the Left had a more
consistent character it could have intervened throughout the last period
of strikes as a political force instead of making an intervention towards
ASLEF, and then silence. But the perspectives for such a thinking Left

are very good and there is no perspective for capitalism except extinction.
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